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PREFACE. 


By  an  act  approved  June  23,  1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
^ ^ to  enable  tlie  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Offi- 
cial Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Con- 
federate Armies,”  and  directed  him  “to  have  copied  for  the  Public 
Printer  all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  hereto- 
fore copied  or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order.” 

Appropriations  for  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16,  1880,  has  provided 
“ for  the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a compilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union 
and  Confederate)  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  ready  for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year” ; and  that  “of 
said  number  7,000  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for 
the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments.”* 

* Volumes  I to  V distributed  under  act  approved  June  16, 1880.  The  act  approved 
August  7,  1882,  provides  that — 

“ The  volumes  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  distri- 
buted as  follows  : One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now  pro- 
vided by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates,  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent.” 
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PREFACE. 


This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that  can  be 
obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical 
value. 

•The  publication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement: 

The  1st  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con- 
federate, of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  South- 
ern States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  corre- 
spondence, orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  and,  as 
proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  cam- 
paigns and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order 
of  the  events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a rule,  be 
immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspond- 
ence, &c.,  not  embraced  in  the  ‘^reports”  proper  will  follow  (first 
Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  2d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns.  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and 
(so  far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political 
prisoners. 

The  3d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence 
with  the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects 
of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General-in-Chief,  and  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for  troops, 
and  the  correspondence  between  the  national  and  the  several  State 
authorities. 

The  4th  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for 
the  Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  given  in 
that  series. 

ROBERT  K SCOTT, 

Major  Third  Art, , and  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col. 

War  Department,  August  23,  1880. 


Approved: 


ALEX.  RAMSEY, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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ST7MMARY  THE  ERT:S’CII>AIj  EVENTS.t 

Oct.  20,  1863.— Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Maj.Gen. 

William  S.  Rosecrans  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. 

Action  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  from  Bridgeport  toward  Trenton,  Ala. 

Skirmish  at  Treadwell’s  Plantation,  Miss. 
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commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

24- 25,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Tuscumbia,  Ala. 

24-Nov.  10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Goodrich’s  Landing,  La.,  to  Griffin’s 
Landmg  and  Catfish  Point,  Miss. 

25- 26,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Jones’  HiU,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Warm  Springs,  N.  C. 

Skirmish  at  Vincent’s  Cross-Roads,  near  Bay  Springs,  Miss. 

* Embraces  the  Union  and  Confederate  reports  of  all  operations  October  20- 
December  31,  1863  (excepting  the  Chattanooga-Ringgold  Campaign,  November  23- 
27),  and  the  Union  Correspondence,  etc.,  October  20-M,  1863. 

f Of  some  of  the  minor  conflicts  noted  in  this  Summary,  no  circumstantial  reports 
are  on  file.  All  such  are  designated  in  the  Index. 
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Oct.  26-27,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Sweet  Water,  Tenn. 

26-29,  I860. — Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  including  skirmish  (27th)  at 
Brown’s  Ferry  and  engagement  (28th  and  29th)  at  Wauhatchie, 
Tenn. 

27,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Cherokee  County,  IN.  C. 

Skirmish  at  Clinch  Mountain,  Tenn. 

Scout  from  Columbia  toward  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  and  skirmish. 

28,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

Skirmish  at  Clarksville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Leiper’s  Ferry,  Tenn. 

29,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

Skirmish  at  Centreville,  Tenn. 

29-Nov.  2,  1863. — Scout  from  Winchester  to  Fayetteville,  Tenn. 

30,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Salyersville,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at  Leiper’s  Ferry,  Holston  River,  Tenn. 

31,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Barton’s  Station,  Ala. 

Skirmish  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

Nov.  1,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Fayetteville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Eastport,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill,  Miss. 

Scout  from  Bovina  Station  to  Baldwin’s  Ferry,  Miss,  i 

2,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Corinth,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Centreville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Piney  Factory,  Tenn. 

3,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn. 

3-  5,  1863.— Operations  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad. 

4,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Maysville,  Ala. 

Skirmish  at  Motley’s  Ford,  Little  Tennessee  River,  Tenn. 

4-Dec.  23,  1863. — The  Knoxville  (Tennessee)  Campaign. 

5,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Loudon  County,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

6,  1863. — Action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn. 

8,  1863.— Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  C.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Lieut. 

Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill  in  command  of  the  Second  Corps,  Army 
of  Tennessee. 

10-13,  1863. — Expedition  from  Skipwith’s  Landing  to  Tallulah  Court-House, 
Miss. 

11,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Natchez,  Miss. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Corinth,  Miss. 

13,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Blythe’s  Ferry,  Tennessee  River,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Palmyra,  Tenn. 

14,  1863. — Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  West  Tennessee. 

14-15,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Danville,  Miss. 

14-17,  1863. — Expedition  from  Maysville  to  Whitesburg  and  Decatur,  Ala. 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Pillowville,  Tenn. 

18,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Trenton,  Ga. 

18-22,  1863. — Expedition  from  Skipwith’s  Landing  to  Roebuck  Lake,  Miss. 

19,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Meriwether’s  Ferry,  near  Union  City,  Tenn. 
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Nov.  19,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Mulberry  Gap,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Colwell’s  Ford,  Tenn. 

Scout  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Hernando,  Miss. 

20,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Sparta,  Tenn. 

21,  1863. — Expedition  from  Island  No.  10  to  Tiptonville,  Tenn. 

21-22,  1863. — Scout  from  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 

22,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Camp  Davies,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Fayette,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Winchester,  Tenn. 

23-27,  1863.— The  Chattanooga-Ringgold  Campaign.* 

24, 26,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  and  near  Sparta,  Tenn. 

25,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Yankeetown,  Tenn. 

26,  1863.— Scout  from  Columbia,  Ky.,  to  the  south  side  of  the  Cumberland 

River. 

27,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Monticello,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Ky. 

28-Dec.  10,  1863.— Operations  against  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Rail- 
road, in  West  Tennessee. 

29, 1863.— Skirmish  near  Jonesville,  Va. 

— , 1863. — Skirmishes  on  the  Cumberland  River,  Ky. 

30,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Salyersville,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at  Yankeetown,  Tenn. 

80-Dec.  3,  1863.— Scouts  to  New  Madrid  Bend,  Tenn. 

Dec.  1,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Salyersville,  Ky. 

Skirmish  near  Jonesville,  Va. 

Scouts  from  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  and  skirmishes. 

I- 10,  1863. — Operations  about  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  skirmish  (7th). 

Affairs  at  Mount  Sterling  and  Jackson,  Ky. 

2,  1863.— Lieut.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  supersedes  General 

Braxton  Bragg  in  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 
Skirmish  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn. 

3,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Greenville,  Ky. 

5,  1863,— Skirmish  at  Crab  Gap,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  from  Rossville  to  Ringgold,  Ga. 

5-10,  1863.— Scouts  from  Columbia,  Ky. 

6,  1863. — Affair  near  Fayetteville,  Tenn. 

7,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Eagleville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Independence,  Miss. 

8, 1863.— Skirmish  near  Scottsville,  Ky. 

9,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Maj.  Gen. 

Ambrose  E.  Burnside  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Ohio. 

Affair  at  Cumberland  Mountain,  on  road  to  Crossville,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Okolona,  Miss. 

10,  1863.— Scout  from  Memphis,  Tenn. 

11,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Maj.  Gen. 

Frank  P.  Blair,  jr.,  in  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

II- 17,  1863. — Scout  from  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  to  Florence,  Ala.,  and  skirmish (12th) 

on  Shoal  Creek,  near  Wayland  Springs,  Tenn. 

12,  1863. — Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Ga. 

13,  1863. — Skirmish  at  La  Grange,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Ringgold,  Ga. 


*For  reports,  field  dispatches,  etc.,  see  Part  II. 
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Dec.  13,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Powell’s  River,  near  Stickleyville,  Va. 

14,  1863. — Capture  of  Union  wagon  train,  near  Clinch  Mountain  Gap,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  from  Rossville  to  La  Fayette,  Ga. 

15,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman,  C.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Maj. 

Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge  in  command  of  the  Second  Corps, 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

Skirmish  near  Livingston,  Tenn. 

Affair  near  Pulaski,  Tenn. 

16,  1863. — General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  the  Department  of  Tennessee,  leaving  Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas 
Polk  in  command  of  the  Army  of  Mississippi. 

17,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Rodney,  Miss. 

18-31,  1863. — Operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee. 

21,  1863. — Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  D.  Cox,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Brig.  Gen. 

Mahlon  D.  Manson  in  command  of  the  Twenty-tliird  Army 
Corps. 

Skirmish  at  McMinnville,  Tenn. 

21-23, 1863. — Scout  from  Rossville  to  La  Fayette,  Ga. 

22,  1863. — Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana  (tempo- 
rarily in  command  of  the  Department  of  Tennessee). 

Skirmish  at  Cleveland,  Tenn 
Skirmish  at  Fayette,  Miss. 

23,  1863. — Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  “Department  of  the  Southwest”  (Mississippi  and  East 
Louisiana). 

Skirmish  near  Corinth,  Miss. 

Skirmish  at  Mulberry  Village,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  from  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  to  Powder  Spring  Gap, 
Tenn. 

24,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Lee  County,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Rodney,  Miss. 

24-28,  1863. — Operations  near  Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn. 

26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Sand  Mountain,  Ala. 

Skirmish  at  Port  Gibson,  Miss. 

27,  1863. — General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 

the  Department  of  Tennessee. 

Skirmish  at  Huntingdon,  Tenn. 

28,  1863. — Action  at  Calhoun  and  skirmish  at  Charleston,  Tenn. 

28,  1863-Jan.  4,  1864. — ^^Expedition  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  Creelsbor- 

ough,  Ky. 

29,  1863. — Action  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn. 

Skhmish  at  Talbott’s  Station,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Cleveland,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  Tenn, 

29-30,  1863,— Scout  to  Bean’s  Station,  Tenn, 
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OCTOBER  20,  1863.— Action  at  PMladelpliia,  Tenn. 

JHEFORTS. 

No.  l.—Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
the  Ohio. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps. 

No.  3.— Col.  Frank  Wolford,  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  commanding  Cavalry  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  4.— General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Tennessee,  with 
congratulatory  orders. 

No.  5.— Maj.  Gen.  Carter  L.  Stevenson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  including 
skirmishes  at  and  near  Sweet  Water,  October  23,  26,  and  27,  and  at 
Leiper’s  Ferry,  October  28. 

No.  e.—Col.  George  G.  Dibrell,  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavahy  (Confederate),  command- 
ing Cavalry  Brigade,  including  skirmishes  at  Sweet  Water,  October  23 
and  26. 

No.  7.— Col.  J.  J.  Morrison,  First  Georgia  Cavalry,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Department  of  the  Ohio. 

Knoxville,  Tenn., 

October  23,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 

General  : On  the  20th  instant.  Colonel  Wolford’s  cavalry  brigade, 
at  Philadelphia,  was  surprised  by  enemy’s  cavalry  and  driven  back 
to  Loudon,  with  a loss  of  six  mountain  howitzers  and  a considerable 
number  of  men.  Colonel  Wolford  reports  his  loss  at  100.  The  en- 
emy has  been  driven  back  again  beyond  Philadelphia,  and  are  said  to 
be  concentrating  at  Sweet  Water  a heavy  force  of  infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery.  The  reports  of  the  number  of  the  enemy  are  indefi- 
nite, except  as  to  the  presence  there  of  Stevenson’s  division  of  infan- 
try and  of  some  3,000  or  4,000  cavalry.  I have  re-enforced  the  gar- 
rison of  Loudon,  and  shall  leave  for  there  at  once;  from  there  I will 
endeavor  to  telegraph  you  more  definitely.  W e have  had  a good  deal 
of  rain.  Trains  late,  and  I fear  much  of  our  supplies  will  be  very 
badly  delayed  by  high  water  and  bad  roads.  It  is  reported  from 
several  sources  that  a considerable  force,  under  Joe  Johnston,  has 
left  Bragg’s  armv. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General, 

Major-General  Grant. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Division,  Tiventy-third  Army  Corps. 

Loudon,  October  20,  1863. 

General  : The  skirmishing  continued  till  dark,  the  infantry  I sent 
out  holding  him  in  check.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams,  of  Colonel 
Wolford’s  command,  brought  in  50  prisoners.  About  100  in  all  have 
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been  brought  in.  My  fighting  will  he  done  to-morrow,  if  any  occurs, 
within  the  range  of  the  cannon  in  our  defenses. 

I shall  be  able  to  use  Wolford’s  men  to-morrow.  They  were  a 
good  deal  confused  and  scattered  to-day. 

The  enemy  are  reported  within  easy  artillery  range. 

I shall  take  measures  to  know  their  position  within  the  next  three 
or  four  hours. 

Colonel  Wolford  says  he  thinks  there  are  about  200  prisoners. 
Prisoners  say  Wheeler’s  cavalry  are  moving  to  our  rear,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  There  is  no  other  authority  for  statement. 

Major  Delfosse,  of  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  is  reported 
killed. 

JULIUS  WHITE, 

General, 

General  Burnside. 


Loudon,  October  21,  1863. 

We  have  driven  the  enemy  through  Philadelphia;  they  [the 
enemy]  had  destroyed  his  [Wolford’s]  camp  equipage  and  furniture, 
and  the  wagons  they  captured.  It  does  not  appear  that  many  lives 
were  lost  yesterday.  We  have  lost  none  to-day. 

Have  'captured  a number  of  prisoners.  Ko  report  yet  from  the 
left  flank. 

JULIUS  WHITE, 

B rigadier-  General, 

General  Burnside. 


No.  3. 

Eeports  of  Col.  Frank  Wolford,  First  Kentuclcy  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Brigade. 

Loudon,  October  20,  1863. 

About  10  o’clock  this  morning  I got  information  that  about  1,200 
or  1,500  rebels  had  attacked  my  wagon  train,  6 miles  from  camp. 
I sent  Colonel  Adams  with  the  First  and  Eleventh  Kentucky,  who 
got  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  were  cut  off  by  some  3,000  rebels. 

I soon  afterward  got  information  that  a large  body  of  the  rebels 
were  coming  up  from  Sweet  Water.  I then  mustered  up  the  rest  of 
my  men,  amounting  to  about  700,  and  attacked  them  and  drove 
them  back  several  times.  After  driving  them  they  re-enforced,  and 
came  upon  us  from  every  side.  Our  artillery  fired  their  last  round. 
I rallied  my  men  and  charged  through,  saving  most  of  my  men  and 
several  of  my  prisoners. 

We  had  several  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  several  taken  pris- 
oners. I am  confident  we  killed  more  of  them,  and  took  more 
prisoners,  than  they  did  of  us.  We  have  lost  some  of  our  wagons 
and  baggage,  and  some  of  our  artillery — perhaps  all  of  it.  The 
enemy  are  in  large  force,  both  infantry  and  artillery,  with  several 
heavy  pieces  of  the  latter, 

WOLFORD, 

Colonel, 


General  Burnside. 
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Loudon,  October  20,  1863. 

The  artillery  officer,  when  I last  saw  him,  reported  to  me  that  fwe] 
had  fired*  our  last  round.  I ordered  him  to  follow  me,  and  if  he 
could  not  bring  in  his  pieces  to  abandon  them.  I do  not  think  the 
guns  will  get  in.  Most  of  the  cannoneers  are  killed,  I think.  The 
artillery  officers  are  here,  and  will  report  in  a few  minutes. 

About  50  of  the  prisoners  have  just  come  in  ; there  will  be  more 
in  soon.  I am  pretty  sure  we  have  from  300  to  400  of  them  pris- 
oners. 

WOLFORD, 

Colonel. 


General  Burnside. 


ADDENDA. 


Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn.,  Octo- 
ber 20, 1863. 


[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded.- 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

1st  Kentucky  Cavalry 

3 

124 

127 

nth  Kentucky  Cavalry 

1 

3 

1 

88 

93 

12th  Kentucky  Cavalry 

1 

1 

13 

97 

112 

45th  Ohio  (mounted)  Infantry 

4 

^1 

8 

3 

131 

147 

Total 

1 

6 

1 

24 

7 

440 

479 

Officers  killed  or  mortally  wounded. — Maj.  Julius  N.  Delfosse,  Twelfth  Kentucky 
Cavalry ; Capt.  Comfort  E.  Stanley,  Forty-fifth  Ohio  (mounted)  Infantry, 


JSo.  4. 

Report  of  General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Army 
of  Tennessee,  ivitli  congratulatory  orders. 

Chickamauga, 

October  21,  1863. 

The  following  dispatches  received  from  Major-General  Stevenson : 

Charleston,  Tenn., 

October  20,  [1863.] 

The  cavalry  under  Morrison  and  Dibrell  attacked  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  force  at 
Philadelphia  to-day,  capturing  about  400  prisoners,  their  artillery,  small-arms,  camp 
equipage,  &c.  Our  loss  nothing.  They  are  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  are  com- 
pletely routed. 

Charleston,  Tenn., 

October  21,  [1863.] 

The  enemy  were  pursued  to  their  defenses  at  Loudon.  Arrived  there  after  dark. 
The  force  there  not  known.  Their  loss  is  700  prisoners,  50  wagons  loaded  with  stores, 
10  ambulances,  6 pieces  of  artillery,  a lot  of  horses,  mules,  and  other  property. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


General  S.  Cooper. 
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General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

No.  193.  ) Missionary  Ridge,  October  22,  1863. 

I.  The  general  commanding  announces  to  the  army  with  pride  and 
satisfaction  two  brilliant  exploits  of  our  cavalry : 

* * ^ ^ 

II.  On  the  20th  instant,  the  cavalry  under  Colonels  Dibrell  and 
Morrison  attacked  the  enemy  in  force  at  Philadelphia  and  captured 
700  prisoners,  50  wagons  loaded  with  stores,  6 pieces  of  artillery,  10 
ambulances,  and  a lot  of  mules,  horses,  and  other  property.  The 
enemy  was  feven  to  his  defenses  at  Loudon,  and  is  reported  as  com- 
pletely routed.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Colonels  Dibrell 
and  Morrison  and  the  brave  command  under  them  for  the  dash  and 
daring  displayed  in  the  expedition  so  completely  successful.  Such 
blows  dealt  the  enemy  in  quick  succession  are  no  less  honorable  to 
our  army  than  indicative  of  future  success. 

By  command  of  General  Bragg: 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Adjutant-  General, 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen,  Carter  L.  Stevenson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
division,  including  skirmishes  at  and  near  Sweet  Water,  October 
23,  26,  and  27,  and  at  Leiper's  Ferry,  October  28. 

Headquarters  Stevenson’s  Division,  \ 

Near  Tyner’s  Station,  November  12,  1863. 
Colonel  : Agreeably  to  orders  received  from  army  headquarters 
on  the  17th  ultimo,  I proceeded  to  Charleston,  Tenn. , arriving  there 
with  a portion  of  my  command  about  2 p.  m.  on  the  19th  ultimo. 
The  failure  of  the  railroad  officials  to  carry  out  the  arrangements 
and  obey  the  orders  relative  to.  the  transportation  of  the  troops,  and 
the  delay  caused  thereby,  have  been  made  the  subject  of  a special 
communication  to  the  commanding  general. 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  Charleston  I gave  the  following 
directions  to  Colonels  Morrison  and  Dibrell,  commanding  brigades 
of  cavalry : 

Colonel  Morrison  with  his  whole  effective  force,  re-enforced  by  Colonel  Mc- 
Kenzie’s and  Major  Jessee’s  commands,  will  move  so  as  to  reacli  the  rear  of  Phila- 
delphia by  daylight  to-morrow  morning  and  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with  Colonel 
Dibrell,  who,  with  his  effective  command,  will  advance  so  as  to  attack  the  enemy, 
supposed  to  be  at  that  point,  at  daylight.  Should  the  enemy  not  be  found  at  Phila- 
delphia the  commands  will  seek  and  capture,  or  drive  him  across  the  Tennessee. 
Having  routed  the  cavalry  they  will  move  on  Loudon,  and  sliould  the  force  of  the 
enemy’s  infantry  there  be  small,  will  attack  and  carry  that  place.  In  that  event 
Loudon  will  be  held  by  a sufficient  force,  and  suitable  scouts  be  sent  up  the  river  for 
information  with  regard  to  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Colonel  Morrison  will  send 
a select  force  of  150  men,  in  command  of  a suitable  officer,  to  destroy  the  ferry  at 
Kingston.  He  will  also  detail  from  his  command  two  companies  to  picket  the  river 
on  our  left  flank. 

The  movement  directed  was  at  once  commenced,  but  owing  to  the 
difficulty  in  crossing  the  Hiwassee  at  the  ford  by  which  Colonel 
Morrison  moved,  the  attack  was  not  made  until  as  late  as  1 p.  m.  on 
the  20th  ultimo.  For  a time  the  resistance  was  stubborn,  the  enemy 
making  a gallant  fight,  but  finally  they  broke  and  fled  in  the  greatest 
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confusion  to  their  defenses  at  Loudon.  The  fact  that  they  had  there 
a fortified  position,  with  an  infantry  support,  the  approach  of  dark- 
ness, and  the  exhaustion  of  our  cavalry  after  their  long  march  and 
severe  fight,  decided  Colonels  Morrison  and  Dibrell  not  to  make  an 
immediate  attack  upon  Loudon. 

Our  loss  amounted  to  15  killed,  82  wounded,  and  3 missing.  That 
of  the  enemy  was  greater  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  by  capture 
about  700  prisoners,  6 pieces  of  artillery,  and  all  their  wagons,  am- 
bulances, and  camp  equipage. 

On  the  next  morning  the  enemy  advanced  in  force  (infantry  and 
cavalry)  from  Loudon,  and  Colonels  Morrison  and  Dibrell  withdrew 
their  commands  to  Sweet  Water,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
infantry.  The  enemy  fell  back  to  Loudon  that  night. 

I reached  the  front  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  ; moved  the  infan- 
try to  Mouse  Creek  that  day,  and  soon  afterward  to  Sweet  Water. 

On  the  evening  of  October  23,  the  enemy  advanced  in  considerable 
force  and  engaged  the  cavalry  for  a short  time,  retiring  at  dusk. 
Their  loss  is  not  known  ; ours  was  5 wounded. 

The  same  movement  was  again  made  by  them  on  the  evening  of 
October  26. 

In  this  affair  our  loss  was  3 wounded  and  5 missing.  The  enemy 
are  known  to  have  had  3 commissioned  officers  and  several  privates 
killed,  and  a number  wounded. 

On  October  27,  I was  informed  that  the  notorious  bushwhacker 
and  robber,  Bryson,  had  been  sent  with  his  command  by  Burnside 
to  get  in  my  rear  and  obtain  information  as  to  our  movements  and 
intentions.  I immediately  gave  Brigadier-General  V aughn  a detach- 
ment of  about  100  men,  and  directed  him  to  intercept,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, destroy  the  party.  He  succeeded  in  dispersing  them,  killing 
several,  and  taking  among  the  prisoners  a captain.  During  the  pur- 
suit Bryson  himself  was  killed. 

On  October  27,  Cheatham’s  division,  commanded  during  the  expe- 
dition by  Brigadier-General  Jackson,  reached  Athens,  and  by  this 
accession  my  force,  before  so  weak  as  to  be  entirely  inadequate  for 
a decided  movement  against  the  enemy  at  Loudon,  vms  strength- 
ened to  such  an  extent  as  would  have  enabled  me  to  actively  assume 
the  offensive,  but  the  enemy,  informed  doubtless  by  disloyal  citi- 
zens of  the  arrival  of  these  re-enforcements,  evacuated  Loudon  on 
the  night  of  the  same  day. 

On  October  28,  I sent  Brigadier-General  Vaughn,  with  a force  of 
cavalry,  across  the  Little  Tennessee  River  at  Morganton,  with  orders 
to  make  a demonstration  upon  Knoxville,  and  gain  all  the  informa- 
tion he  could  of  the  enemy’s  force,  movements,  and  intentions.  He 
found  a force  at  Leiper’s  Ferry,  attacked,  and  drove  them  across 
the  river,  after  quite  a sharp  engagement,  inflicting  considerable 
loss  upon  them.  He  also  went  to  Lenoir’s  Ferry.  The  sudden  and 
heavy  rain  that  fell  at  this  time  raised  the  Little  Tennessee  so  rap- 
idly that  it  became  exceedingly  hazardous  for  him  to  remain  on 
that  side,  and  he  accordingly  returned  to  Morganton. 

On  November  3,  Colonel  Dibrell  crossed  the  Little  Tennessee  with 
about  700  men,  but  found  the  enemy  in  too  great  force  in  his  front 
to  permit  him  to  make  any  decided  move.  The  results  of  these 
scouts  in  eliciting  information  were  promptly  communicated  to  you 
by  telegraph. 

On  November  4,  I received  orders  by  telegraph  to  send  two  of  the 
brigades  of  Cheatham’s  division  to  Tyner’s  by  railroad  on  the  5th, 
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and  the  remaining  two  on  the  6th,  and  immediately  thereafter  to 
send  the  two  brigades  of  my  own  division. 

On  the  8th  instant,  I received  orders  from  the  commanding  general 
to  leave  Brigadier-General  Gumming  to  bring  on  my  division,  and 
report  in  ppson  at  army  headquarters  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
arrival  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  at  Sweet  W ater.  He  reached 
that  point  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  and,  as  directed,  I left  Sweet  Wa- 
ter on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  arriving  at  Tyner’s  upon  the  same 
day. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  Tennessee, 


No.  6. 

Reports  of  Col.  George  G.  Dibrell,  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry  {Con- 
jederate),  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade,  including  skirmishes 
at  Siveet  Water,  October  23  and  26. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Philadelphia,  October  20,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 
Dear  Sir  : The  colonel  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that  he 
engaged  the  enemy  in  front  of  this  place  at  1 o’clock  to-day. 

After  a sharp  artillery  duel  of  an  hour  or  more  the  guns  of  Colo- 
nel Morrison’s  brigade  were  heard  in  the  enemy’s  rear. 

Colonel  Dibrell  immediately  charged  into  the  town.  The  enemy 
was  completely  routed.  We  captured  all  his  wagons,  ambulances, 
tents,  and  cooking  utensils,  all  his  artillery,  about  400  prisoners, 
and  at  least  that  number  of  small-arms. 

The  colonel  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  his  officers 
and  men.  The  rout  is  not  yet  over ; prisoners,  horses,  and  mules 
are  hourly  coming  in.  Our  loss  nothing. 

By  order  of  Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Bri- 
gade : 

DIXON  A.  ALLISON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Major-General  StevDnson. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Philadelphia,  October  20,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Dear  Sir  : Our  forces  pursued  the  enemy  to  within  sight  of  their 
camps  at  Loudon,  when  darkness  ended  the  pursuit.  It  is  thought 
they  have  their  infantry  in  rifle-pits.  Our  victory  is  much  more 
complete  and  decisive  than  was  thought  when  you  were  first  dis- 
patched. 

The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  considerable,  and  the 
number  of  prisoners  will  not  fall  short  of  700.  We  captured  50 
wagons  loaded  with  stores,  10  ambulances,  6 pieces  of  artillery,  a 
large  lot  of  commissary  stores  and  beef  cattle,  together  with  a large 
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lot  of  horses  and  mules.  Colonel  Wolford,  who  was  in  command 
here,  told  the  gentleman  with  whom  he  hoarded  this  morning  that 
General  Burnside,  with  his  whole  army,  left  Knoxville  on  yesterday 
for  Loudon.  The  story  is  not  credited.  We  are  lying  in  line  of 
battle  to-night,  and  expect  to  advance  early  to-morrow.  Prisoners, 
stock,  &c.,  have  been  sent  forward  toward  Charleston.  It  is  confi- 
dently hoped  you  will  move  up  your  forces  immediately. 

By  order  of  Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Bri- 

DIXON  A.  ALLISON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  Stevenson, 

Charleston. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Miles  from  Siveet  Water,  October  21,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

The  colonel  commanding  directs  me  to  say  the  enemy  is  advanc- 
ing on  us  with  infantry  and  cavalry.  Their  cavalry  is  threatening 
our  left  and  rear.  We  have  a strong  position  here,  and  can  hold  it 
unless  flanked.  Colonel  Morrison  is  protecting  our  left.  We  skir- 
mished with  them  before  retiring  from  Philadelphia,  and  sent  one 
regiment  toward  their  rear,  near  up  to  Loudon,  which  we  suppose 
has  checked  the  advance  of  their  infantry,  as  it  has  not  developed 
itself  in  our  front  here.  All  the  captured  property  has  already  been 
sent  forward.  Two  regiments  are  still  holding  Philadelphia,  with 
instructions  to  fall  back  here  if  hard  pressed. 

By  order  of  Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell,  commanding  brigade : 

DIXON  A.  ALLISON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

General  Stevenson. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

21  Miles  from  Philadelphia,  October  21,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

The  enemy  failing  to  advance  upon  us  this  side  of  Philadelphia,  I 
ordered  forward  our  skirmishers,  who  drove  them  back  through  the 
town.  Our  advance  vedettes  stand  just  out  this  side  of  Philadelphia. 
I think  their  main  force  has  fallen  back  to  Loudon.  In  the  Federal 
mail  captured  yesterday  one  letter  states  that  there  was  a division 
of  infantry  at  Loudon  to  fall  back  on  when  pressed  too  hard. 
Another,  dated  yesterday,  that  Burnside  was  advancing  with  his 
whole  force  to  Loudon ; that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  subsist  in 
East  Tennessee  unless  they  held  the  line  of  the  railroad  through  this 
end  of  the  State.  Our  best  information  is,  there  were  only  three 
regiments  of  Federal  infantry  out  from  Loudon  to-day.  We  this 
evening  forwarded  to  your  commissary  about  75  head  fine  Kentucky 
captured  beef  cattle.  If  possible,  we  will  be  obliged  if  a few  can  be 
reserved. for  us.  I have  just  heard  from  Colonel  Morrison  that  he  is 
encamped  to-night  to  my  rear,  between  this  and  Sweet  Water.  All 
the  roads  are  well  picketed. 

By  order  of  Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell,  commanding  brigade  : 

DIXON  A.  ALLISON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Major-General  Stevenson. 
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Hdqks.  Second  Cavalry  Brigade,  Armstrong’s  Div., 

Sunday j October  27,  1863. 

Sir:  According  to  previous  orders  received,  I moved  witli  my 
brigade  and  a detacbment  of  General  Morgan’s  command  from 
Charleston  on  the  19th  at  12  m. ; crossed  the  Hiwassee  River  and 
traveled  all  night.  By  an  agreement  with  Colonel  Morrison,  com- 
manding brigade,  I was  to  be  in  front  of  Philadelphia  by  12  m.  of 
the  20th.  He  was  to  cross  the  Hiwassee  below  me,  and  move  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy.  Subsequently,  Colonel  M[orrison]  notified  me 
that  he  could  not  be  at  the  appointed  place  before  2 p.  m. 

Meantime,  I advanced  my  forces,  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets,  kept 
up  a skirmish  at  a respectable  distance,  keeping  all  of  my  command 
out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  except  two  regiments  and  one  section 
of  artillery  until  Colonel  Morrison  could  get  in  position.  As  soon 
as  this  was  known,  I moved  rapidly  forvf ard  and  opened  upon  the 
enemy  with  my  artillery,  and  charged  them  with  cavalry  held  in 
readiness  for  that  purpose,  completely  routing  the  enemy  and  scat- 
tering them  through  the  woods  in  every  direction,  capturing  in  all 
six  pieces  of  artillery,  all  their  wagons,  ambulances,  stores,  &c.,  and 
a large  number  of  horses,  equipments,  &c. , 500  to  600  prisoners. 

In  this  engagement  I only  claim  for  my  brigade  that  they  did  their 
part  most  admirably,  and  are  entitled  to  the  reputation  they  had 
previously  sO'  richly  merited,  and  I fully  accord  to  Colonel  Mor- 
rison’s brigade  an  equal  share  of  all  the  glories  won  for  the  gallant 
part  acted  by  them  in  the  engagements.  Without  their  co-operation 
so  brilliant  a success  would  have  proven  a failure,  as  the  enemy  were 
but  a few  miles  from  a large  infantry  force  to  support  them.  My 
loss,  1 man  killed  and  3 captured.  A few  horses  wounded. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughn  had  kindly  volunteered  his  services, 
which  were  invaluable  to  me,  and  his  gallantry  and  daring  charge 
upon  the  enemy  has  endeared  him  to  my  brigade  and  caused  them 
all  to  regard  him  as  one  of  the  bravest  of  the  brave. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  23d  my  loss  was  5 wounded.  The  loss 
of  the  enemy  not  known. 

In  the  engagement  of  yesterday  my  loss  was  3 wounded  and  5 
missing  ; 2 horses  wounded.  The  enemy  left  some  12  or  15  dead  and 
wounded  horses  upon  the  field,  and  are  known  to  have  had  3 com- 
missioned officers  and  several  privates  killed  and  a number  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers,  both  cavalry  and  artillery, 
was  very  fine  during  all  the  engagements. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Maj.  J.  J.  Reeve,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ho.  7. 

Reports  of  Col.  J.  J.  Morrison,  First  Georgia  Cavalry,  command- 
ing Cavalry  Brigade. 

. Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Lenoir’s  House,  Philadelphia,  October  20,  1863. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  agreeably  to  your  in- 
structions, I succeeded  in  getting  between  Loudon  and  Philadelphia, 
after  making  a march  of  50  miles  in  fifteen  hours.  Found  the  enemy 
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(Colonel  Wolford’s  brigade)  in  line  of  battle.  Sent  one  regiment  to 
Loudon  to  make  a demonstration  at  that  place  to  prevent  Colonel 
Wolford’s  force  being  augmented  by  the  forces  at  Loudon.  I 
attacked  him  at  once  with  the  remainder  of  my  force,  numbering 
1,200.  After  a very  severe  fight,  with  twice  my  number  pitted 
against  me,  supported  by  six  pieces  of  artillery,  I succeeded  in  com- 
pletely routing  him,  capturing  all  of  his  artillery  (six  pieces),  entire 
wagon  train,  with  many  fire-arms  and  ammunition.  Captured  400 
prisoners. 

My  loss  will  foot  uj)  10  killed,  68  wounded,  and  70  missing. 

The  whole  command  acted  very  gallantly.  I will  report  in  full  at 
the  earliest  opportunity. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  MORRISOlSr, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

P.  S. — Colonel  Wolford  fell  back  in  great  confusion  upon  four 
regiments  of  infantry  at  Loudon,  blight  prevents  me  from  pursuing 
him. 


Headquarters  Morrison’s  Brigade, 

Ballard's,  October  21,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
dispatch.  Have  ordered  the  wagons,  artillery,  &c.,  back  as  directed. 
I have  been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  advance  this  morning. 
They  have  advanced  their  infantry,  about  3,000  strong,  this  side  of 
Loudon.  The  last  I have  heard  of  them,  their  cavalry  have  been 
trying  to  execute  a flank  movement.  I think  it  very  probable  that 
we  Avill  have  to  fall  back  nearly  to  Sweet  Water,  where  there  arc 
fine  natural  advantages,  as  it  would  not  be  prudent — so  Colonel 
Dibrell,  General  Vaughn,  and  myself  have  concluded — if  the  enemy 
advances,  to  remain  here,  as  he  was  re-enforced  last  night  by  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  of  Burnside’s  command ; so  I have  learned  from 
a very  reliable  Southern  man  from  Loudon  this  morning.  I con- 
sider the  information  reliable.  I do  not  think  it  possible  to  move 
them  from  Loudon  without  a stronger  force  than  I have.  When 
Mr.  Ballard  left  Loudon  the  Ninth  Corps  was  on  the  opposite  side, 
but  preparing  to  come  to  this  side  of  the  river.  General  White  is 
in  command.  Loudon  is  not  fortified  yet  by  the  enemy.  I have 
thorough  scouting, parties  in  the  neighborhood  of  Loudon  and  will 
push  the  enemy  as  far  that  way  as  possible.  Will  keep  you  con- 
stantly advised  of  their  movements.' 

I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  MORRISON, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Major-General  Stevenson, 

Commanding  Expedition,  Athens  or  Charleston. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Forces, 
Oiven'^s,  near  Siveet  Water,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  instructions 
from  General  Stevenson,  I succeeded  in  getting  my  entire  command, 
numbering  about  1,800  men,  across  Hiwassee  River  at  and  above 
Kencannon’s  Ferry  by  10  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th  instant. 
I immediately  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  rear  of  Philadei- 
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phia,  the  distance  to  the  point  where  I expected  to  strike  the  Phila- 
delphia and  London  road  being  50  miles.  The  weather  was  very- 
disagreeable  and  the  roads  were  in  very  bad  condition,  rendered 
worse  and  worse  every  hour  by  the  incessant  showers  that  had  been 
falling  since  I left  Harrison.  Men  and  officers  bore  up  astonishingly 
under  the  circumstances,  having  in  crossing  the  river  and  making 
the  march  lost  two  nights’  sleep  in  succession. 

On  arriving  near  Philadelphia,  I communicated  with  Colonel  Dib- 
rell,  suggesting  that  he  had  better  move  up  and  make  a demonstra- 
tion in  the  front,  so  that  I could,  without  interruption  and  undiscov- 
ered, make  the  enemy’s  rear  ; and  reaching  Pond  Creek,  a point  to 
the  left  of  and  opposite  Philadelphia,  I intercepted  and  captured  a 
forage  train  and  40  prisoners.  From  this  point  I sent  a party  on 
each  of  the  roads  leading  into  town,  with  instructions  to  drive  in  the 
enemy’s  pickets  and  hold  their  positions  if  possible,  and  thus  pre- 
vent his  learning  the  direction  taken  by  the  main  part  of  my  com- 
mand. I finally  reached  the  rear  of  Philadelphia,  after  a hard 
march  of  50  miles  in  fifteen  hours,  unobserved.  I caused  the  telegraph 
wire  to  be  cut,  and  sent  as  rapidly  as  possible  one  regiment  to  Loudon, 
a distance  of  4 miles,  there  to  make  a feint  and  prevent  General 
White  from  re-enforcing  Wolford  at  Philadelphia  with  his  infantry 
from  that  point.  The  surprise  was  complete  and  the  feint  on  Lou- 
don a success. 

I now  hastened  on  to  Philadelphia,  a distance  of  2 miles,  and  soon 
had  a view  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle,  whereupon  I dismounted 
my  men  and  commenced  the  attack.  Colonel  Dibrell  having  opened 
an  artillery  duel  in  the  front  some  time  before.  The  enemy,  on  dis- 
covering me  in  their  rear,  at  once  turned  their  whole  force,  with  six 
pieces  of  artillery,  against  my  command,  which  was  now  reduced  to 
about  1,000  men.  Afterward  ensued  one  of  the  hardest  cavalry 
fights  of  the  war,  both  sides  struggling  vigorously  for  the  mastery. 
I was  made  to  fall  back  twice,  but  with  little  effort  each  time  rallied 
my  men  and  soon  had  the  enemy  completely  routed  and  fleeing  in 
confusion  toward  Loudon,  capturing  their  artillery  (six  pieces),  wagon 
train,  ambulances,  stores,  and  between  500  and  700  prisoners.  A 
portion  of  the  latter  was  captured  by  Colonel  Dibrell’s  command. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  conducted  themselves  hand- 
somely from  the  commencement  of  the  march  to  the  rout  of  the 
enemy  at  Philadelphia,  but  credit  is  especially  due  to  Colonel  Hart, 
of  the  Sixth  Georgia ; Colonel  Rice,  of  the  Thij;d  Confederate,  and 
Colonel  Harper,  of  the  First  Georgia  Cavalry,  who  lost  a leg  while 
leading  his  men  in  a gallant  charge.  Colonels  Rice  and  Hart  occu- 
pied the  left,  and  nobly  did  each  do  his  duty.  From  an  intrepid 
charge  on  the  enemy’s  rear,  his  artillery,  wagons,  and  stores,  with 
most  of  the  prisoners,  fell  into  their  hands. 

Lieut.  George  Yoe,  Capt.  Davidson  Lamar,  and  Adjt.  John  W. 
Tench,  acting  on  my  staff,  have  my  thanks  for  their  assistance,  effi- 
ciency, and  gallantry  on  the  field. 

Although  the  victory  was  complete,  the  fruits  of  it  fell  short  far 
of  what  they  would  have  reached  if  I had  had  the  prompt  co-opera- 
tion of  the  forces  in  front. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  14  killed,  82  wounded.  Those 
of  the  enemy  much  larger. 

J.  J.  MORRISON, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Maj.  J.  J.  Reeve,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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OCTOBER  20,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Warm  Springs,  IT.  C. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  U.  S.  Army. 

Greeneville,  Tenn., 

October  30,  1863. 

General  : The  rebels  made  a fresh  attack  on  Warm  Springs  this 
morning  at  daylight,  and  were  repulsed  after  a skirmish  of  two 
hours ; 1 killed  and  5 wounded  on  our  side.  Adjutant  Grace,  Sec- 
ond North  Carolina  Infantry,  supposed  to  be  captured. 

Last  night  our  men  captured  a picket  of  10  men  on  the  Marshall 
road.  Colonel  Smith  still  calls  for  arms,  and  asks  for  re-enforce- 
ments. 

The  attack  was  made  on  Spring  Creek  road.  Do  you  wish  any 
more  troops  sent  there  ? 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 

General  Burnside. 


OCTOBER  20,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Bridgeport  toward  Trenton,  Ala. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  S.  Salomon,  Eighty -second  Illinois 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighty-second  Regt.  Illinois  Volunteers, 

October  30,  1863. 

Sir  : Pursuant  to  orders,  I left  Long  Island  at  13  o’clock  to-day 
with  180  men  of  the  Eighty-second  Illinois,  Forty-fifth  New  York, 
One  hundred  and  forty-third  New  York,  on  a reconnaissance  to  as- 
certain the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  W e marched  on  the  Moore 
Gap  road  toward  Trenton.  On  the  road  I obtained  the  information 
from  several  citizens  that  two  brigades  rebel  cavalry  were  stationed 
at  Trenton,  and  that  small  squads  of  this  cavalry  were  infesting  the 
mountains. 

At  the  top  of  the  mountain  my  advance  noticed  a vedette  of  the 
enemy,  who,  after  firing  at  my  men,  turned  his  horse  and  fled.  I 
deployed  some  men  as  skirmishers,  throwing  them  out  to  the  right, 
left,  and  front,  and  captured  1.  I then  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as 
the  bad  mountain  road  and  heavy  rain  allowed,  and  after  consider- 
able skirmishing  along  the  road  we  captured  3 more;  we  were  then 
about  8 miles  from  Bridgeport  and  9 miles  from  Trenton.  After  a 
careful  and  separate  examination  of  the  prisoners  and  a citizen 
named  Potts,  I found  that  the  rest  of  the  rebel  cavalry  company 
which  had  been  out  there  had  fallen  back  on  Trenton,  and  as  it  was 
getting  dark,  and  on  account  of  the  bad  roads  and  weather  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  push  on  any  farther,  I considered  it  best  to  re- 
turn to  camp,  which  I did.  I also  captured  3 horses  and  the  arms  of 
the  prisoners. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  S.  SALOMON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Eighty -second  111.  Vols, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Meysenburg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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OCTOBER.  20-20.  1863. — Operations  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Rail- 
road. 

stjm;m:a.ry  ow  the  r»R,iNrci3?A.E  eveistts. 

Oct.  20,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  Barton’s  and  Dickson’s  Stations  and  Cane  Creek,  Ala. 
21,  1863. — Action  at  Cherokee  Station,  Ala. 

26,  1863.— Skirmishes  near  Cane  Creek  and  at  Barton’s  Station,  Ala. 

27,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Little  Bear  Creek,  Ala. 

29,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Cherokee  Station,  Ala. 

EEEOETS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army 
Coi-ps,  of  skirmish  at  Barton’s  Station,  October  20. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaus,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division, 
including  operations  October  20-November  4. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
skirmishes  near  Cane  Creek  and  at  Barton’s  Station,  October  26. 

No.  4. — Lieut.  Col.  David  J.  Palmer,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  Second  Brigade, 
of  action  at  Cherokee  Station. 

No.  5. — Col.  George  A.  Stone,  Twenty -fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  of  skirmishes  October 
26-27. 

No.  6.— Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Confederate  Cavalry 
in  Mississippi. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  of  skirmish  at  Barton’s  Sta- 
tion, October  20. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

(Received  8.40  p.  m.,  23d.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

General  Sherman  telegraphs  from  Bear  Creek : 

lUKA,  October  21,  1863. 

My  advance  found  Forrest’s  Cavalry,  400  strong,  at  Barton’s  Station,  and  whipped 
them  handsomely  yesterday,  killing  2 and  taking  9 prisoners.  Our  loss,  1 killed  and 
3 wounded  slightly — all  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry,  which  acted  most  handsomely. 
The  Tennessee  River  is  up  8 feet  on  the  shoals.  I must  cross  over  to  communicate 
with  Nashville  and  Chattanooga,  and  must  have  a steam  ferry-boat.  I will  keep  a 
regiment  at  Eastport.  Wheeler,  10,000  strong,  is  near  Decatur.  I hope  he  will 
oppose  my  advance,  but  think  he  will  swing  up  on  my  flank.  My  advance  is  at 
Cane  Creek. 

SHERMAN. 

I send  by  this  boat  dispatch  to  Porter  and  Colonel  Allen  for  a 
ferry-boat  to  be  sent  np,  and  hope  it  maybe  hurried  forward;  other- 
wise, after  crossing,  Sherman  will  be  beyond  reach  of  supplies,  of 
which  he  has  now  fifteen  days’  on  wagon  train. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General, 

(Copy  to  General  Grant.) 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen,  Peter  J.  Osterhaus,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing First  Division,  including  operations  October  20-November  4. 

' Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cherokee,  Ala.,  October  20,  1863. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  advance  to-day 
found  the  rebel  pickets  near  Dickson’s  Station,  and  drove  them  for 
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several  miles,  until  they  reached  the  open  fields  at  Barton’s  Station, 
where  Colonel  Forrest’s  cavalry  (about  400  rnen)  had  formed.  The 
colonel  was  in  command  himself.  On  this  intelligence,  I immedi- 
ately brought  all  the  cavalry  and  one  section  horse  artillery  forward. 
Before  I came  up  two  companies  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  had 
made  a brilliant  saber  charge,  but  could  not  cause  the  enemy  to 
yield  his  very  strong  position. 

After  the  re-enforcements  were  deployed,  the  Fifth  Ohio  advanced 
gallantly,  driving  the  rebels  from  every  inch  of  the  first  and  a second 
position  they  had  fallen  back  on  on  the  east  side  of  Cane  Creek. 
Posting  the  artillery,  supported  by  the  Third  Regulars,  on  a slight 
elevation  commanding  the  road,  I pushed  the  Fifth  Ohio  forward 
and  succeeded  in  scattering  the  enemy  completely.  The  cavalry  and 
one  section  artillery  is  encamped  in  the  rebel  camp.  Our  loss  is,  1 
seriously  wounded  (since  dead)  and  3 slightly  wounded,  all  of  the 
Fifth  Ohio.  The  names  I will  send  in  as  soon  as  possible.  Of  the 
enemy,  2 dead,  4 wounded,  and  5 prisoners  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Heath  and 
Major  Smith,  did  gloriously.  I am  sorry  to  be  unable  to  give  you 
the  name  of  another  officer,  who,  although  shot  through  the  left 
wrist,  remained  with  the  command  during  all  the  fight.  I will  send 
in  the  nominal  list  of  casualties  to-morrow. 

I am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers, 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

Commanding  Advance  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cherokee,  Ala,,  October  21,  1863. 

Major  : In  consequence  of  your  orders  of  last  morning  not  to  move 
forward,  I deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw  the  small  force  which  I 
left  after  yesterday’s  engagement  at  Cane  Creek,  in  the  expectation 
to  close  up  on  them  by  this  morning.  I only  left  two  companies  of 
cavalry  as  picket  at  the  creek.  About  noon  the  commanding  officer 
of  this  picket  sent  me  word  that  he  was  hard  pressed  by  a large 
rebel  mounted  force.  I ordered  the  division  to  fall  in  at  once,  and 
advanced  a part  of  Second  Brigade  and  one  section  of  Missouri 
Horse  Artillery  to  support  the  retreating  picket.  When  I came  up 
with  these  troops  to  the  advance  infantry  picket,  I met  the  retiring 
cavalry  and  the  rebel  mounted  infantry  hard  on  them.  I ordered 
Col.  J.  A.  Williamson,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  to  deploy  one 
battalion  of  infantry  on  each  side  of  the  main  road  and  then  ad- 
vance; the  remainder  of  Second  Brigade  was  to  follow  in  supporting 
distance. 

The  First  Brigade,  General  Woods  commanding,  and  batteries 
were  placed  so  that  they  could  be  thrown  forward  on  either  flank. 
The  two  leading  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade  advanced  steadily 
and  forced  the  rebels  to  fall  back  into  an  open  field  on  the  east  side 
of  the  timber.  I then  brought  the  whole  of  the  Second  Brigade  up; 
while  I ordered  them  to  deploy,  the  enemy  made  an  impetuous 
charge,  and  for  a short  time  succeeded  in  occupying  the  skirt  of  the 
timber  again.  Colonel  Torrence,  of  the  Thirtieth  Iowa  Infantry, 
was  killed  there  at  the  head  of  the  regiment. 
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This  advantage  lasted  but  a very  short  time,  when  the  brave  men 
of  the  Second  Brigade  drove  them  back  across  the  open  field  I men- 
tioned above. 

Forced  back  in  front,  the  enemy  pushed  his  cavalry  forward  around 
my  left,  but  the  Twenty-ninth  and  Thirty-first  Missouri  Infantry, 
and  a part  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Infantry,  of  First  Brigade,  was 
soon  brought  into  position  and  in  readiness  to  repulse  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy.  I now  advanced  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  and  Third 
Regulars  on  the  right,  and  a section  of  First  Missouri  Horse  Ar- 
tillery took  position  abreast  of  Second  Brigade  on  the  east  skirt  of  the 
timber.  The  artillery  dislodged,  by  very  good  practice,  the  enemy, 
who  had  formed  again  out  of  range  of  the  artillery,  and  occupied 
several  plantation  houses,  about  500  yards  in  my  front.  Seeing  the 
effect  of  this  section,  the  second  section  of  First  Missouri  Horse 
Artillery  was  ordered  forward  and  caused  the  rebels  to  yield  their 
position  again.  The  movement  of  the  cavalry  on  the  right  and  the 
advance  of  the  whole  line  of  infantry  caused  the  enemy  to  abandon 
his  attempts  on  my  left.  They  withdrew  rather  promptly  out  of  the 
[range  of  the]  artillery  and  infantry  and  the  flanking  maneuver  of 
the  cavalry.  Following  them  up  by  advancing  both  my  lines  of 
infantry  and  the  artillery,  preceded  by  the  cavalry,  I drove  the  rebels 
for  about  5 miles,  when  night  set  in  and  I withdrew  my  command, 
leaving  only  very  strong  pickets  on  the  ground  we  had  taken  from 
the  enemy. 

Only  the  Second  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Williamson,  Landgrae- 
ber’s  battery,  and  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry, 
participated  in  the  fight,  and  they  all  did  their  whole  duty. 

The  casualties  are,  since  yesterday’s  report,  8 killed  and  24  wounded. 
Some  prisoners  were  made,  and  I learn  that  the  enemy  had  quite  a 
number  of  casualties. 

The  force  attacking  us  was  several  thousand  strong,  mostly  in- 
fantry and  cavalry. 

I inclose  nominal  list*  of  killed  and  wounded,  as  far  as  ascertained 
to-night. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers, 

Maj.  W.  D.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

List  of  'killed  and  ivoiinded  in  action  at  Cherokee,  Ala.,  October  21,  1863. 


Killed: 

Officers 1 

Non-commissioned  officers 1 

Enlisted  men 5 


Total 7 


Wounded : 

Officers '7 

Non-commissioned  officers ^ 

Enlisted  men 12 


Total 28 


Total  killed  and  wounded 


* Omitted. 
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Many  of  tlie  wounds  are  of  very  severe  character;  four  capital 
onerations  of  the  lower  extremities  have  alre^idy  been  performed. 

^ M.  W.  ROBBINS, 

Surg.  Fourth  Iowa  Inf.,  Surg.  in  Chf.y  First  Div.,  Ibth  A,  C, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bridgeport,  Ala.,  December  15,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  on  the  operations  of  my  divis- 
ion consequent  on  your  order  (received  in  camp,  Cherokee  Station, 
Ala.)  to  push  the  enemy's  forces  then  in  my  front  toward  and  into 
Tuscumbia,  without,  however,  going  beyond  that  place. 

Before  entering  on  the  narrative,  however,  I beg  leave  to  refer  the 
general  to  my  reports  on  previous  engagements  with  the  enemy  on 
October  20  and  21,  copies  of  which  I now  inclose.*  The  very  signal 
repulse  of  the  enemy's  attack  on  our  position  at  Cherokee,  October 
21  (see  inclosure  marked  B),  made  him  extremely  careful,  and  all  the 
information  we  could  receive  showed  that  he  was  receiving  consider- 
able re-enforcements,  and  occupied  a very  strong  position  on  both 
sides  of  Cane  Creek. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders  we  left  camp  in  the  lightest  possi- 
ble marching  order  at  3 a.  m.,  October  26,  and  arrived  at  the  ceme- 
tery near  Barton's  Station  (Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad)  at 
4.30  a.  m. 

The  rebel  pickets  stationed  there  fled  very  hastily  on  our  approach 
and  gave  the  alarm  in  their  camp. 

As  it  was  too  dark  to  push  my  advance  forward  and  endeavor  to 
intercept  them,  1 awaited  daybreak,  and  then  deployed  the  First  Bri- 
gade (Brigadier-General  Woods  commanding)  behind  a slight  eleva- 
tion in  the  ground  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  graveyard  mentioned 
above,  and  placed  the  First  Missouri  Horse  Artillery  (Captain  Land- 
graeber)  in  the  cemetery  itself.  The  cavalry — Fifth  Ohio,  and  Third 
Regulars — were  formed  on  both  wings  of  the  First  Brigade,  while 
the  Second  Brigade  (Col.  J.  A.  Williaruson  commanding)  was  kept 
in  reserve  in  column  near  Barton's  Station. 

The  distance  between  my  front  line  and  the  enemy's  position  was 
from  800  to  1,000  yards.  (The  cavalry  engagement,  reported  on  the 
inclosure  marked  A,  was  fought  on  the  same  ground.)  The  enemy's 
position  was  on  a pretty  steep  ridge  and  well  masked  by  timber, 
while  my  troops  occupied  the  open  fields,  which  extended,  almost 
prairie-like,  all  the  way  from  Cherokee  Station  to  the  hills  in  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy.  A ‘‘wet  weather"  branch  of  Cane  Creek  flows  at 
the  foot  of  the  hills.  The  first  rays  of  the  rising  sun  gave  us  some 
light  as  to  the  enemy's  forces. 

He  .opened  on  us  with  artillery  (rifle  pieces)  planted  on  the  hill  in 
my  immediate  front,  and  deployed  a large  column  of  cavalry  on  my 
right.  The  skirmishers  of  the  First  Brigade  engaged  those  of  the 
rebels  in  front  and  exchanged  a brisk  fire,  while  I dispatched  Colonel 
Heath  to  the  right  with  part  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  and  two  bat- 
talions of  infantry  of  First  Brigade.  My  instructions  to  the  former 
were  not  only  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  that  flank,  but 
to  attempt  to  gain  his  flank  in  turn ; to  the  latter,  to  support  the 
movements  of  the  cavalry. 


*See  pp.  16, 17. 
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The  heavier  metal  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  against  which  the 
12-pounder  howitzers  of  Landgraeher’s  battery  at  about  1,000  yards 
were  inadequate,  caused  me  to  order  one  section  of  20-pounder  Par- 
rotts, of  Fourth  Ohio  Battery,  to  relieve  Landgraeber’s  pieces. 

Under  cover  of  the  Parrotts,  the  whole  line  of  General  Woods  was 
ordered  to  advance ; I also  brought  forward  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
deployed  it  on  the  left  of  First  Brigade. 

The  extreme  left  flank  was  guarded  by  the  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry. 
General  M.  L.  Smith’s  division  had,  in  the  meantime,  come  up  to 
Barton’s  Station,  and  acted  as  reserve.  Landgraeber’s  battery  fol- 
lowed the  advancing  infantry,  and  was  brought  into  action  on  the 
right,  exposing,  with  the  Parrotts  in  the  center,  the  enemy’s  artillery 
to  a cross  fire.  The  skirmishers  on  the  right  (Third  and  Twelfth 
Missouri)  advanced  gallantly  over  the  undulations  of  the  ground,  and 
the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  pressed  the  rebels  back  into  the  timber, 
bringing  them  under  the  fire  of  my  artillery.  The  rebels,  both  artil- 
lery and  cavalry,  yielded  after  a weak  resistance,  and  hastily  retired 
to  Cane  Creek.  Cane  Creek  is  a pretty  deep  stream.  A muddy, 
swampy  bottom  skirted  the  same  on  our  side,  while  the  opposite 
bank,  which  was  occupied  by  the  rebels,  rises  gently,  and  offered  a 
splendid  field  for  maneuvering  his  large  cavalry  forces.  Our  in- 
fantry pushed  forward  as  fast  as  the  very  bad,  rough,  and  muddy 
nature  of  the  ground  admitted.  Dismounted  rebel  cavalry  held  on 
my  right  the  skirt  of  timber  along  Cane  Creek.  Five  of  their  pieces 
(mostly  rifled)  opened  on  my  infantry  as  soon  as  it  debouched,  but 
their  defense  was  by  no  means  equal  to  the  impetuous  advance  of 
my  infantry,  who  hardly  awaited  the  arrival  of  artillery  and  cavalry, 
but  plunged  into  and  forded  Cane  Creek,  and,  delivering  a furious 
fire,  made  the  enemy’s  artillery  limber  to  the  rear,  and  the  dis- 
mounted cavalry  look  for  their  horses. 

They  retreated  very  rapidly,  not,  however,  without  showing,  as  a 
matter  of  form,  a rear  guard  of  about  200  cavalry,  but  at  a very  safe 
distance.  Our  cavalry,  ordered  forward  again,  drove  these  observing 
squads  before  them,  and  kept  them  at  a very  lively  gait,  the  in- 
fantry skirmishers  following  in  almost  double-quick  time.  We  came 
to  Little  Bear  Creek  without  a halt  of  any  consequence.  This  creek 
is  only  4 miles  from  Tuscumbia,  and,  once  in  our  possession,  gave  us 
control  of  that  town.  The  creek  runs  in  a narrow  bed  of  rock,  and 
the  banks  are  very  abrupt  and  high. 

The  Tuscumbia  road,  over  which  we  were  marching,  crosses  the 
creek  and  ascends  the  opposite  cliffs  through  a very  narrow  gap. 
The  defile  thus  formed  is  rendered,  in  a military  point  of  view,  more 
available  by  the  semicircle  formed  by  Bear  Creek,  which  is  bor- 
dered on  the  west  bank  by  an  open  plateau,  thus  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity to  a defender  on  the  eastern  bank  for  a well-secured  move- 
ment against  the  flank  of  any  column  attemi-)ting  to  cross  by  the 
main  road. 

When  I reached  this  plateau  on  the  west  bank  of  the  creek,  I saw 
the  enemy’s  entire  force  in  line  of  battle  on  the  high  prairie  on  the 
opposite  bank;  he  opened  with  his  rifled  guns  at  once,  and  his  prac- 
tice at  a distance  of  at  least  2,500  yards  was  perfect,  but  he  had 
omitted  to  avail  himself  of  the  ground  on  my  right  and  thus  to 
threaten  my  flank.  As  soon  as  my  infantry  came  up,  I ordered 
skirmishers  to  be  thrown  across  the  creek  on  that  exposed  flank  with 
instructions  to  guard  it  against  an  apprehended  attack.  My  infantry 
was  formed  across  the  plateau  and  d cheval  of  the  road.  The  skir- 
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mishers  thrown  across  the  creek  were  supported  by  the  Third  and 
Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Infantry,  which  regiments  occupied  the 
high  bank  along  Little  Bear  Creek,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  the 
main  line,  and  were  covered  by  a narrow  skirt  of  timber.  All  these 
preparations  were  completed  while  the  enemy  continued  his  artillery 
practice  on  my  deploying  infantry.  I had  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
Parrotts  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  Battery  (Captain  Froehlich)  to  attend 
to  them.  When  they  arrived  they  participated  in  the  artillery  duel. 
Landgraeber’s  howitzers  were  unlimbered  on  the  right  in  support  of 
the  skirmishers  whom  I had  put  across  the  creek. 

The  enemy,  seeing  too  late  his  neglected  opportunity  on  his  left  (my 
right),  made  a most  vigorous  effort  to  redeem  this  fatal  mistake;  a 
full  brigade  of  cavalry  (commanded,  as  I learned  afterward,  by 
Forrest)  was  formed,  and,  advancing  against  our  skirmishers,  drove 
them  back  to  the  timber  skirting  the  creek. 

Their  leader,  rendered  sanguine  by  the  retreat  of  the  skirmishers, 
ordered  them  to  charge;  I could  distinctly  hear  his  command.  They 
approached  the  creek  at  a furious  gallop,  when  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Meumann,  commanding  Third  Missouri  Infantry,  opened  on 
them,  delivering  a fire  by  rank,  volley  after  volley,  with  admirable 
regularity,  into  the  gray  cloud  below.  This  fire  scattered  them  in 
every  direction. 

They  lost  their  leader  in  this  fire,  and  Landgraeber’s  battery  assisted 
handsomely  in  keeping  them  at  a proper  distance.  It  was  now  too 
late  (5  p.  m.)  to  undertake  anything  decisive,  and,  incompliance 
with  Major-General  Blair’s  orders,  we  bivouacked  a little  in  rear  of 
our  position,  a strong  line  of  pickets  holding  the  ground  we  had 
gained. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  October,  I received  the  general’s 
order  to  delay  my  attack  until  a brigade  of  the  Second  Division, 
which  was  to  cross  the  creek  farther  up,  in  order  to  get  on  the  en- 
emy’s left  flank,  could  co-operate  with  me;  the  Third  Regular  Cav- 
alry was  detailed  to  assist  in  this  flank  movement.  W e consequently 
took  up  our  position  of  last  night,  excepting  that  the  Parrott  sec- 
tion of  Fourth  Ohio  Battery  (Captain  Froehlich)  was  ordered  to  the 
right,  with  Landgraeber’s  battery  of  howitzers,  while  four  20-pounder 
Parrotts,  of  the  Second  Division,  took  the  position  occupied  by  Cap- 
tain Froehlich’s  guns  the  day  previous. 

The  enemy’s  line  likewise  appeared  in  the  same  order  as  yesterday. 
We,  however,  soon  observed  a commotion  on  their  left,  and  it  did 
not  last  long  until  I heard  musketry  fire  in  that  direction.  I immedi- 
ately ordered  my  batteries  to  open  and  my  whole  line  of  infantry 
to  advance.  The  practice  of  the  Parrotts  was  brilliant,  and  the 
rebel  sharpshooters  along  the  creek  in  front  gave  way  before  the 
fire  of  my  skirmishers.  The  fire  on  my  right  became  very  brisk 
and  approached  very  steadily.  The  enemy,  seeing  his  left  flank  ex- 
posed, repeated  his  maneuver  of  Cane  Creek,  that  is,  he  retreated, 
pursued  vigorously  by  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  (Colonel  Heath),  which 
1 had  ordered  forward.  A rebel  force  seemed  inclined  to  make  a 
stand  on  the  west  side  of  Tuscumbia,  and  formed  in  front  of  some 
high  timber;  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry  formed  and  advanced  through 
the  open  fields  on  both  sides  of  the  Tuscumbia  road,  supported  by 
one  section  6-pounder  field  pieces  of  Griffiths’  (First  Iowa<)  battery. 
The  rebels,  however,  disappeared  and  we  pushed  on,  Tuscumbia  being 
in  our  possession  by  11  o’clock.  In  all  these  engagements  both  offi- 
cers and  men  behaved  most  gallantly.  Our  losses  were  very  slight; 
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for  tlie  latter  I refer  to  the  nominal  lists  which.  I forwarded  some 
time  ago. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  we  left  Tuscumbia  for  Cherokee,  at  C a.  m., 
in  compliance  with  orders  received. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  movement,  I ordered  Colonel  Heath  to 
advance  toward  the  enemy,  which  he  did,  but  finding  no  enemy,  he 
remained  in  Tuscumbia  until  noon,  when  he  followed  the  command. 

The  rebels,  finding  out  that  they  were  not  pursued,  turned  round 
and  made  their  appearance  again  near  Cherokee  Station,  on  October 
29,  exhibiting  a very  respectable  strength,  but  at  great  distance. 
I made  my  arrangements  to  receive  them,  leaving  my  right  on  a 
very  steep  hill,  thickly  timbered,  and  protecting  my  camp  en  echelon, 
I was,  however,  unable  to  entice  the  rebels  within  range,  and  toward 
evening  they  fell  back.  Next  morning  we  left  for  Chickasaw  Land- 
ing (on  Tennessee  River),  where  we  arrived,  after  a very  tedious 
march  over  exceedingly  bad  roads,  on  31st  of  October.  Rebel  cav- 
alry followed  us  very  closely,  but  without  molesting  us  in  any  way. 
Colonel  Heath's  cavalry  was  sufficient  to  hold  them  in  check.  On 
the  morning  of  November  4,  the  First  Division  (the  last  of  your 
corps)  crossed  the  Tennessee  River. 

I am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 

Brig,  Gen,,  U,  S.  Vols.,  Comdg,  First  Div,,  Ibth  A,  C, 

Maj.  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Headquarters  Fifteenth'  Army  Corps, 


No.  3. 

Beport  of  Brig,  Gen,  Charles  R,  Woods,  U,  S,  Army,  command- 
ing First  Brigade,  of  skirmishes  near  Cane  Creek  and  at  Bar- 
ton^s  Station,  October  26. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Dtv.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Cherokee  Station,  Ala,,  October  28,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3 a.  m.  of  the  26th 
instant,  I left  camp  at  this  place  with  my  brigade,  having  the  ad- 
vance of  the  division,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Tuscumbia, 
Ala.  The  brigade  is  composed  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Infantry, 
Col.  Hugo  Wangelin  commanding;  Thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Col.  A.  B.  Gorgas  commanding ; Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Infan- 
try, Col.  Thomas  Curly  commanding ; Third  Missouri  Infantry, 
Lieut.  Col.  Theo.  Meumann  commancling  ; Seventy-sixth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, Maj.  W.  Warner  commanding ; Thirty-second  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  forming  one  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  C. 
Warmoth  (Thirty-second  Missouri)  commanding ; Seventeenth  and 
Thirty-first  Missouri  Infantry,  forming  one  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  S. 
P.  Simpson  (Thirty-first  Missouri)  commanding.  It  was  accom- 
panied by  the  First  Missouri  Horse  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  Landgraeber 
commanding,  and  the  Fourth  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  George  Froehlich 
commanding,  and  was  followed  by  the  Second  Brigade  of  this 
division. 

When  I reached  Barton's  Station  I found  that  the  cavalry  had 
driven  the  enemy  to  a strong  position.  I deployed  two  regiments — 
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the  Thirteejith  Illinois  and  Seventy-sixth  Ohio — on  the  left  of  the 
railroad  and  the  remainder  of  my  brigade  on  the  right,  taking  the 
two  battalions,  composed  each  of  two  regiments,  to  a position  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  to  the  right,  and  posting  them  in  a piece  of  woods. 
Having  completed  these  dispositions,  and  thrown  skirmishers  well 
to  the  front,  I ordered  the  brigade  to  advance.  The  Second  Brigade, 
with  skirmishers  in  front,  advanced  at  the  same  time  on  my  left. 
The  skirmishers  moved  forward  in  gallant  style,  driving  the  enemy 
from  their  position  and  pushing  them  back  to  Cane  Creek,  a dis- 
tance of  1 mile.  Here  they  reformed,  having  five  pieces  of  artillery 
posted  on  high  ground,  with  open  fields  intervening,  and  skirmishers 
strongly  posted  along  the  creek  bottom.  After  reconnoitering,  I pushed 
my  right  forward  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  The  skirmishers  soon 
reached  the  creek,  and  succeeded  in  crossing.  At  this  point  the  fir- 
ing was  very  heavy,  but  of  short  duration.  The  enemy,  abandoning 
their  positions,  fell  back  to  the  Little  Bear  Creek,  3 miles  from  Tus- 
cumbia.  They  made  a stand  upon-  a hill  which  commanded  the  val- 
ley between  us  I posted  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  road  upon 
a hill.  About  the  time  the  first  two  regiments  were  posted  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  made  a charge  across  the  open  field  on  my  right, 
with  the  evident  intention  of  getting  possession  of  the  hill.  They 
were  checked  and  driven  back  by  a volley  from  the  Third  and 
Twenty-seventh  Missouri,  by  which  Colonel  Forrest  was  severely,  if 
not  mortally,  wounded  by  a Minie  ball  through  both  thighs. 

It  being  late,  nothing  further  was  done  than  to  take  a position  and 
to  hold  it  until  dark.  The  troops,  except  • three  regiments,  which 
were  left  on  picket  duty,  were  then  withdrawn  into  a ravine.  On 
the  following  morning,  the  27th  instant,  I deployed  the  Seventeenth 
Missouri,  Col.  John  F.  Cramer  commanding,  as  skirmishers,  sup- 
ported by  the  Third  Missouri  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek.  At 
the  same  time  the  Second  Brigade  moved  up  on  my  left  and  the 
Second  Division  on  my  right.  The  movement  was  successful,  and 
by  12  m.  the  troops  were  in  Tuscumbia. 

I append  a list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  R.  WOODS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Capt.  W.  A.  Gordon, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Div.,  Ibth  Army  Corps. 


jN'o.  4. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  David  J.  Palmer,  Tiventy -fifth  Iowa  Infantry, 
Second  Brigade,  of  action  at  Cherokee  Station. 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry, 

Cherokee,  Ala.,  October  22,  1863. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  th»  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday: 

W e formed  in  line  of  battle  at  the  earliest  intimation  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy,  and,  by  order  of  General  Osterhaus,  we  moved 
forward  in  line  of  battle,  our  left  resting  on  the  road  near  the 
open  field,  at  the  end  of  the  woods.  We  engaged  the  enemy,  and 
briskly  returned  their  fire,  holding  the  position  for  more  than  an. 
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hour,  when  we  advanced  across  the  fields,  still  occupying  the  right, 
but  had  no  more  engagements  with  the  enemy. 

The  following  is  a full  list  of  our  casualties : John  B.  Fidlar,  second 
lieutenant,  D Company,  gunshot  wound  in  left  forearm ; Lewis  Hill- 
yard,  private,  D Company,  contusion  in  left  shoulder ; Charles  L. 
Benz,  private,  E Company,  flesh  wound  in  left  leg  below  the  knee. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  D.  J.  Palmer,  lieutenant-colonel  commanding: 

SAM.  W.  SHOW, 

Adjutant, 

Capt.  George  E.  Ford, 

A,  A,  A,  G.,  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ibtli  A.  C,  / 


Ho.  5. 

Beport  of  Col.  George  A.  Stone,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  of 
skirmishes  October  26-27. 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  ^ 
Bridgeport,  Ala.,  December  19,  1863. 

General  : In  consequence  of  our  being  constantly  on  the  wing 
for  the  past  sixty  days,  I have  not  been  able  to  report  you  promptly 
the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  engagements  of  last  month. 
On  Sunday  evening,  October  25,  at  Cherokee,  our  division  received 
marching  orders  for  4 a.  m.  next  day,  and  accordingly  the  division 
moved  at  the  hour  indicated  in  the  direction  of  Tuscumbia,  in  light 
marching  order,  and  in  fine  fighting  condition.  The  First  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods  commanding,  had  the  advance  ; and  ours,  the 
- Second  Brigade,  Col.  James  A.  Williamson  commanding,  the  rear. 
General  Osterhaus’  orders  were  very  imperative  and  strict  concern- 
ing the  tactical  arrangement  of  battalions,  as  the  enemy,  but  some 
3 miles  in  front  of  us,  was  composed  entirely  of  cavalry,  and  equal 
fully  in  numerical  strength. 

About  2 miles  from  camp  we  met  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and 
here  formed  our  line  of  battle,  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right  and 
the  Second  on  the  left,  with  one  of  the  other  divisions  of  our  corps 
as  reserve.  My  position  was  on  the  extreme  left,  and,  in  accordance 
with  orders,  I formed  a square  to  repel  cavalry,  first,  however,  hav- 
ing covered  my  front  properly  with  skirmishers.  Our  skirmishers 
pushed  the  enemy  so  vigorously  and  our  lines  followed  so  promptly 
that  after  a short  resistance  he  fell  back  to  another  position  some  4 
miles  to  his  rear,  and  made  another  stand.  The  same  disposition 
was  again  made  by  our  division,  the  same  sharp,  short  fighting,  with 
the  same  result — the  hasty  retreat  of  the  enemy. 

We  continued  this  skirmishing  during  the  entire  day,  and  renewed 
it  on  the  27th,  literally  fighting  them  from  Cherokee  to  Tuscumbia. 

We  entered  the  town  at  3 p.  m.  on  the  27th. 

Sergt.  Hehemiah  M.  Redding,  of  Company  D,  was  killed  while 
skirmishing  on  the  26th.  I have  no  other  casualties  to  mention. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  handsomely. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  STOHE, 

Colonel,  Comdg.  Tvsenty -fifth  Iowa  Volunteers, 

Adjt.  Gen.  H.  B.  Baker, 

Davenport,  Iowa, 
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No.  6. 

JReports  of  Maj.  Gen,  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Confederate  Cavalry  in  Mississippi. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

Camp  19  Miles  East  of  Tuscumbia,  October  20,  1863. 

Colonel  : For  the  information  of  General  Johnston,  I have  the 
honor  to  report  that  up  to  the  19th  instant  General  Wheeler  declined 
to  cross  the  Tennessee  River  with  me,  not  deeming  his  command  in 
condition  to  do  so  and  feeling  it  incumbent  on  him  to  await  instruc- 
tions from  General  Bragg.  • 

On  the  17th,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a communication  from  General 
Bragg  was  received,  which  indicates  orders  for  a move  in  conjunc- 
tion with  my  command  will  be  sent.  The  communication  was  a re- 
ply to  one  from  General  Wheeler,  written  before  the  general  was 
aware  of  my  being  near  South  Florence.  No  reply  has  yet  been  re- 
ceived to  my  communication  to  General  Bragg,  but  it  is  expected  at 
any  moment. 

I feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  remain  here  some  days  longer  till 
something  more  is  heard  from  General  Bragg,  as  General  Wheeler 
feels  confident  the  general  intends  an  offensive  move.  The  river 
is  now  too  high  for  fording  (since  17th),  but  is  falling  slowly,  though 
I fear  will  not  fall  sufiicient  for  fording  for  six  or  eight  days,  if  at 
all  this  season. 

The  enemy  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Huntsville.  General  Roddey  is 
over  the  river,  and  cannot  cross  to  this  side.  I fear  my  expedition 
will  be  of  no  avail,  as  the  enemy  certainly  are  aware  of  the  presence 
of  so  large  a cavalry  force  in  this  vicinity  by  this  time.  General 
Wheeler’s  command  was  much  demoralized  by  plunder,  and  officers 
and  men  behaved  unbecomingly  on  the  trip,  thinking  more  of  their 
plunder  than  of  fighting  the  enemy.  The  enemy  are  certainly  re- 
pairing the  road  from  Corinth  in  this  direction,  and  have  repaired 
beyond  luka.  They  have  made  several  offensive  moves  across  Bear 
Creek,  but  have  been  repulsed.  I hope  to  report  soon  having  crossed 
the  river  on  my  return  to  Mississippi. 

Forage  is  scarce  in  this  valley.  General  Wheeler’s  command  is  in 
the  vicinity  of  Courtland.  The  last  report  from  Huntsville  gives  a 
rumor  that  Rosecrans  is  sending  troops  back  to  Murfreesborough. 

I am,  colonel,  yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Major-  Gene^ral, 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Cen,  to  General  Johnston,  Meridian,  Miss, 

[Iiiclosure.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 


Major-General  Wheeler, 

Courtland : 


October  14,  1863. 


General  : In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  9th,  reporting 
your  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  general  commanding  de- 
sires rne  to  say  that  he  wishes  you  will  without  delay  get  your  com- 
mand in  readiness  for  active  movement  in  conjunction  with  Major- 
General  Lee. 
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In  the  meantime,  yon  will  make  inquiry  as  to  the  best  means  of 
crossing  your  command  at  some  point  between  your  present  position 
and  Belief onte.  Should  the  enemy,  previous  to  orders  for  your  move- 
ment, lay  himself  open  to  attack,  strike  him  at  once.  His  Excellency 
President  Davis  has  been  here  and  read  your  report.  He  requested 
the  general  commanding  to  make  known  to  you  and  your  command 
his  satisfaction  and  appreciation  of  your  services.  Horseshoes  can 
be  had  at  Rome. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOIIGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- G-eneraL 

P.  S. — The  general  directs  that  you  order  Col.  J.  E.  Forrest,  com- 
manding North  Alabama,  to  have  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Rail- 
road effectually  torn  up  from  the  nearest  point  to  the  enemy. 

Respectfully, 

KINLOCH  FALCONER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

Cane  Creek,  10  Miles  West  of  Tuscumbia, 

October  21,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 

Sir  : I received  this  morning  your  communication  of  the  17th  in- 
stant. On  its  receipt  my  command  was  then  in  motion  to  meet  the 
enemy  advancing  from  Big  Bear  Creek.  The  enemy  was  attacked 
about  11  a.  m.  and  his  cavalry  driven  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Chero- 
kee Station,  14  miles  from  Tuscumbia.  Here  we  encountered  a large 
cavalry  force,  which  I find  to  be  Osterhaus’  and  Blair’s  divisions,  of 
Sherman’s  corps,  which  is  advancing,  repairing  the  road  as  they  ad- 
vance. Sherman’s  headquarters  are  at  luka.  From  a prisoner  taken 
I find  that  Sherman’s  corps  has  been  increased,  and  the  supposed 
destination  is  Chattanooga.  I will  check  the  command  as  far  as  is 
in  my  power.  Their  cavalry  force  is  about  two  regiments,  and  they 
keep  close  to  infantry  supports. 

I do  not  consider  it  prudent  to  go  to  Middle  Tennessee  with  my 
command — at  any  rate  until  the  cavalry  which  pursued  General 
Wheeler  has  returned  to  its  original  position.  Scouts  now  report  it 
in  the  vicinity  of  Shelby ville.  I will  destroy  the  railroad  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  General  Roddey  is  across  the  river  at  Rogersville.  I 
will  ord^r  his  brigade  to  this  side,  as  otherwise  it  will  soon  be  cut 
off.  I do  not  think  the  river  will  be  fordable  again  this  season.  I 
had  no  time  specified  to  be  absent  from  Mississippi.  Was  sent  for  a 
specific  purpose,  viz,  to  cut  the  road  between  Chattanooga  and 
Nashville.  Will  remain  at  least  until  I hear  from  General  John- 
ston. 

I am,  major,  yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  George  William  Brent, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Army  of  Tenn.,  near  Chattanooga. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

Ten  Miles  West  of  Tuscumbia,  October  22,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  communications 
from  General  Bragg  to  General  Wheeler  and  myself. 
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On  the  night  of  the  20th,  my  command  was  put  in  motion  to  repel 
the  enemy  at  this  point.  We  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  to 
Cherokee  Station,  4 miles  west  of  this,  where  a large  infantry  force 
was  encountered,  and  last  evening  I withdrew  to  this  point.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  consists  of  Osterhaus’  division,  and  another,  re- 
ported as  Blair’s,  of  Sherman’s  corps.  Sherman’s  headquarters  are 
said  to  be  at  luka  by  a prisoner  cajjtured.  The  enemy  are  gradually 
advancing,  with  an  infantry  force  repairing  the  railroad.  Their 
cavalry  consists  of  about  two  regiments,  and  keeps  close  on  their 
infantry.  I do  not  anticipate  a rapid  advance  of  the  enemy,  as  they 
are  now  in  advance  of  their  work.  I am  thoroughly  destroying  the 
railroad,  and  will  impede  their  advance  as  much  as  possible. 

General  Roddey  is  over  the  Tennessee  River.  I have  ordered  him 
to  cross  at  once,  and  so  soon  as  he  crosses  will  commence  interfering 
more  materially  with  the  enemy’s  work.  I do  not  consider  it  pru- 
dent at  present  to  attempt  to  cross  the  Tennessee,  as  the  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad,  and  outnumbers  my 
command.  I shall  remain  in  this  valley  until  I hear  from  the  gen- 
eral, and  would  suggest  that  General  Chalmers  be  kept  active  on  the 
Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  to  impede  the  work  of  the  enemy 
as  much  as  possible.  Have  ordered  an  escort  to  be  in  readiness  at 
Okolona  to  come  with  some  ammunition  I need  and  send  for.  It 
may  be  necessary  for  the  train  to  come  into  the  valley  opposite 
Courtland,  as  the  route  by  Russellville  I do  not  consider  safe.  The 
enemy  are  without  doubt  rebuilding  the  railroad,  and  have  the  cars 
running  to  Bear  Creek.  Their  force  is  nearly  altogether  infantry. 

My  loss  yesterday  was  3 killed  and  12  or  15  wounded. 

I am,  colonel,  yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Major-General, 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General , Meridian. 

I 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Missionary  Ridge,  October  17,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  Commanding,  &c.: 

General  -.  The  general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that  he 
desires  you  will  remain  in  this  department  as  long  as  you  can  con- 
sistently with  your  instructions,  and  operate  against  the  advancing 
columns  ^ of  the  enemy,  checking  and  impeding  him,  breaking  his 
communications,  and,  if  possible,  throwing  a force  north  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  to  strike  at  the  enemy’s  rear.  Our  cavalry  in  North 
Alabama  will  report  to  and  act  under  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Missionary  Ridge,  October  17,  1863. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commaiiding  Cavalry  Corps,  Courtland,  Ala.: 

General  : The  general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that  he 
wishes  you  to  move  with  your  command  in  that  direction,  and  that 
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you  will  receive  orders  at  or  near  Guntersville.  You  may  be  re- 
quired to  cross  the  Tennessee  at  that  point,  and  you  should,  there- 
fore, provide  yourself  with  the  means  of  doing  so  if  it  be  practicable. 
You  will  open  communication,  if  possible,  with  General  Roddey, 
from  whom  no  report  has  been  received.  Major-General  Lee  has 
been  requested  to  remain  in  this  department  as  long  as  his  instruc- 
tions will  permit,  and  to  operate  against  the  advancing  columns  of 
the  enemy.  Be  good  enough  to  have  the  letters  for  Generals  Lee 
and  Roddey  delivered. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

Six  Miles  East  of  Tuscumhia,  October  28,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  were  held  in  check 
at  Bear  Creek,  3 miles  west  of  Tuscumbia,  till  9 a.  m.  yesterday  morn- 
ing, when  my  position  was  flanked,  and  I was  compelled  to  withdraw. 
The  enemy  displayed  about  6,000  infantry  in  line  of  battle.  From 
prisoners  captured  I learn  that  Osterhaus’  division  is  in  front,  Blair’s 
next.  The  rest  of  Sherman’s  corps  is  still  beyond  Big  Bear  Creek. 
Grant  now  commands  all  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  Sherman  com- 
manding the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Blair  commanding  Sher- 
man’s corps.  The  enemy  have  retired  from  opposite  Decatur.  I 
cannot  account  for  the  enemy  allowing  me  to  destroy  so  much  of  the 
railroad,  as  they  have  seen  the  work  and  are  aware  of  it.  General 
Ferguson  has  not  been  heard  from  yet.  General  Roddey  returned 
in  time  to  join  me  yesterday  morning.  I sent  him  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  again  last  night.  My  scouts  have  captured  the  medical  wagon 
attached  to  Osterhaus’  headquarters  full  of  valuable  supplies.  The 
enemy  do  not  seem  disposed  to  advance  to-day.  Their  pickets  are 
2i  miles  from  Tuscumbia.  I shall  annoy  them  in  every  way,  and 
break  their  communications. 

I am,  major,  yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Major-  General, 

Lieut.  Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Asst,  Adjt,  Gen.,  Dept,  of  Tennessee^  near  Chattanooga, 

P.  S. — I regret  to  state  that  the  gallant  Colonel  Forrest  was  se- 
verely wounded  while  leading  his  regiment  against  the  enemy  on  the 
26th.  He  had  to  be  left  in  Tuscumbia,  as  also  some  15  or  20  men  too 
severely  wounded  to  be  moved. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  in  Mississippi, 

Tuscumbia,  October  28,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morning, 
about  9 a.  m.,  I was  forced  from  my  position  on  Little  Bear  Creek, 
the  enemy  attacking  with  several  brigades.  I retired  to  a point  6 
miles  east  of  Tuscumbia,  Tuscumbia  was  occupied  by  the  enemy 
at  12  m.  yesterday. 


Chap.  XLIII.]  OPERATIONS  ON  ME^MPHIS  AND  CHARLESTON  R.  R.  29 

About  1.30  p.  m.  to-day  I discovered  the  enemy  retiring.  My  com- 
mand is  following  closely.  Their  rear  guard  left  the  town  about  12  m. , 
my  advance  arriving  at  3 p.  m.  General  Roddey  left  with  600  men 
at  3 a.  m.  this  morning  for  their  rear,  and  is  now  on  their  flank,  I sup- 
pose, about  Cherokee  Station,  16  miles  west  of  this  point.  The  en- 
emy’s force  consisted  of  two  divisions,  commanded  by  Osterhaus  and 
Morgan  L.  Smith,  Blair  commanding  all.  They  evacuated  in  conse- 
quence of  finding  the  railroad  so  destroyed.  Their  intention  was  to 
rebuild  the  road  or  to  cross  at  this  point,  but  received  orders  to  re- 
turn last  evening.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  provost  guard 
stated  to  the  gentleman  at  whose  house  he  staid  that  they  were  re- 
turning to  Eastport  to  take  transports,  and  that  the  Tennessee  and 
Cumberland  were  in  good  boating  order — the  latter  to  Nashville. 
The  general  impression  among  them  was  that  they  were  going  to 
Nashville  and  to  re-enforce  Thomas’  army  at  Chattanooga. 

The  Memphis  Bulletin  of  the  24th  states  that  Grant  has  been  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  all  departments  west  of  the  Alleghany 
with  plenary  powers.  Thomas  takes  Rosecrans’  place,  who  is  or- 
dered to  Cincinnati  to  report  to  Washington  by  letter.  It  is  sup- 
posed Grant  will  go  to  Chattanooga. 

They  acknowledge  a loss  of  100  killed  and  wounded  on  the  22d 
[21stJ  and  put  my  force  at  8,000.  General  Ferguson  has  not  been 
heard  from  yet.  I will  report  further  as  soon  as  their  movements 
indicate  their  intentions  clearly. 

I regret  to  report  that  the  gallant  Colonel  Forrest  was  severely 
wounded  on  the  26th.  He  had  to  be  left  in  Tuscumbia  and  is  now 
paroled. 

I am,  colonel,  vours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Major-  General, 

Lieut.  Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. . Army  of  Tennessee,  near  Chattanooga. 


Headquarters,  Cane  Creek, 

Ten  Miles  West  of  Tuscumhia,  October  30,  1863 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
general,  that  my  command  attacked  the  enemy  at  daylight  yester- 
day morning,  and  after  a brisk  skirmish  I discovered  that  the  enemy 
were  in  force  at  their  camp  near  Cherokee  Station.  Their  tents 
were  standing,  and  my  scouts  could  see  no  movement  indicating 
breaking  up  of  their  camp.  My  scouts  report  (and  I consider  it  per- 
fectly reliable)  that  about  a division  of  the  enemy  have  crossed  at 
Eastport,  and  last  evening  their  advance  was  within  a few  miles  of 
Florence.  Two  steamers  and  flat-boats  were  at  Eastport  crossing 
troops.  There  is  but  little  doubt  now  that  a column  of  the  enemy 
will  march  north  of  the  Tennessee,  via  Florence  and  Huntsville.  I 
am  in  doubt  whether  the  entire  force  will  go  by  that  route ; will  in- 
form you  as  soon  as  reliable  information  is  received.  The  force  in 
my  front  is  probably  covering  the  crossing.  Some  of  my  scouts  still 
report  the  enemy  working  on  the  railroad  east  of  Bear  Creek,  and 
the  cars  have  crossed  the  Bear  Creek  Bridge. 

Brigadier-General  Ferguson  attacked  and  routed  the  Tory  Ala- 
bama Regiment,  and  thoroughly  scattered  it  over  the  country,  cap- 
turing two  pieces  of  artillery,  some  40  prisoners,  a number  of  horses, 
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small-arms,  &c.*  Brigadier-General  Roddey  is  still  on  the  flank  and 
rear  of  the  enemy  between  this  point  and  Big  Bear  Creek.  I am  be- 
coming short  of  ammunition ; have  sent  for  a supply  at  Okolona. 
My  command  is  not  in  a condition  to  remain  long  from  Mississippi, 
having  left  prepared  only  for  a two  weeks’  scout  against  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  when  their  destination  was  changed  in  this 
direction.  They  are  much  in  need  of  clothing,  shoes,  &c.  I will, 
however,  remain  as  long  as  I can  be  of  service,  or  until  I receive 
orders  from  General  Johnston.  If  I am  to  remain  in  this  depart- 
ment, I should  be  informed  as  early  as  practicable,  though  I am  of 
opinion  that  a large  cavalry  force  will  not  be  needed  in  this  valley 
very  long. 

I am,  colonel,  yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Major-General, 

Lieut.  Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  Tennessee, 


Headquarters, 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  October  31,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  26th  instant  the 
enemy  advanced  in  force,  and  after  severe  skirmishing  on  the  26th 
and  27th  occupied  Tuscumbia. 

On  28th,  the  enemy  evacuated  Tuscumbia  and  moved  back  toward 
Big  Bear  Creek. 

I attacked  his  rear  guard  15  miles  west  of  Tuscumbia  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th,  and  after  a severe  skirmish  retired  before  his  main 
force.  The  enemy’s  force  consisted  of  two  divisions  of  infantry, 
under  Osterhaus  and  Morgan  L.  Smith,  the  whole  commanded  by 
General  Blair,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  The  force  of 
the  enemy  was  about  8,000.  They  rebuilt  the  bridge  over  Big  Bear 
Creek  and  run  the  cars  to  Cherokee  Station,  8 miles  east  of  that 
point.  The  thorough  destruction  of  the  railroad  and  the  stubborn 
resistance  made  to  their  advance  have  deterred  them  from  this  route, 
and  they  are  now  crossing  at  Eastport  and  moving  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  They  intended  rebuilding  this  road  to  De- 
c^itur. 

The  enemy  acknowledge  a loss  of  100  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
22d  [21st]  instant.  Their  loss  has  been  heavier  since. 

My  loss  so  far  is  6 killed  and  40  wounded. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th,  I sent  Brigadier-General  Ferguson  with 
two  regiments  after  a raiding  party  from  Corinth.  He  succeeded  in 
meeting  the  enemy,  routing  him  and  scattering  his  entire  force  over 
the  county,  capturing  2 pieces  of  artillery,  4 guidons,  30  prisoners,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  small-arms,  &c.  Prisoners  are  still  being 
caught  over  the  country.  The  raiders  were  mostly  composed  of  the 
Tory  regiment  from  North  Alabama.  My  scouts  captured  a valuable 
medical  wagon  attached  to  Osterhaus’  headquarters,  full  of  medi- 
cines, &c. 

The  enemy  are  marching  through  Florence,  and  I think  toward 
Huntsville.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  enemy  inteni  another 
flank  movement  on  General  Bragg  via  Will’s  Valley.  Tnere  is  lit- 


* See  Skirmish  at  Vincent’s  Cross-Roads,  October  26,  1863,  p.  37, 
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tie  further  use  for  cavalry  in  this  valley,  and,  unl^s  I receive  orders 
to  the  contrary,  will  leave  for  Mississippi  in  about  a week.  My  horses 
need  shoes  and  resting.  Am  having  my  command  filled  up  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  It  v/ould  not  be  prudent  for  me  to  cross  the  Ten- 
nessee now  with  my  present  force  and  the  dispositions  of  the  enemy. 
Their  main  cavalry  force  from  what  I can  learn  is  in  the  vicinity  of 
Huntsville,  and  at  last  accounts  the  cars  were  running  from  Steven- 
son to  Paint  Rock,  and  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  was 
strongly  guarded  by  troops  from  Meade’s  army. 

I am,  colonel,  yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 

Major-General, 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Meridian,  Miss, 


OCTOBEE  22,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Volney,  Ky. 


Report  of  Col.  Cicero  Maxwell,  Tiuenty -sixth  Kentucky  Infantry, 
commanding  District  of  Southiv ester n Kentucky, 

Hdqes.  U.  S.  Forces,  Southw^estern  Kentucky, 

Bolding  Green,  Ky.,  October  24,  1863. 

Captain  : On  Thursday  morning  last  I received  information  at 
Russellville,  where  I was,  on  my  way  to  Hopkinsville,  that  45  or  50 
guerrillas  were  a few  miles  south  of  that  place,  robbing  loyal  people. 
I started  immediately  with  a small  squad  of  the  Third  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  sent  to  accompany  me  to  Hopkinsville,  and  some  mounted 
men  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Kentucky  Volunteers  and  Sixth  New  Hamp- 
shire Volunteers,  numbering  in  all  about  40,  in  search  of  the  guer- 
rillas. Shortly  after  leaving  Russellville,  we  learned  that  they  had 
gone  to  Gordonsville,  a small  village  west  of  Russellville  6 miles, 
early  in  the  morning,  robbed  several  stores,  shot  and  badly  wounded 
an  old  citizen  named  Criswell,  and  had  started  back  with  their 
booty  toward  Tennessee  by  the  same  route  they  had  come. 

We  soon  got  on  their  track,  and  came  up  with  them  a short  dis- 
tance southeast  of  V olney,  in  Logan  County.  Our  men  fired  on  them, 
but  without  waiting  to  return  the  fire,  the  guerrillas  fled  in  great 
disorder,  throwing  away  their  booty,  guns,  &c. , and  many  of  them 
leaving  their  horses  and  escaping  into  the  woods.  We  pursued  them 
for  30  miles  without  stopping,  our  men  overtaking  and  firing  on 
them  occasionally,  until  just  below  Mitchells ville,  in  Tennessee,  all 
that  then  remained  together  scattered  into  the  woods  and  eluded  far- 
ther pursuit.  They  were  completely  routed  and  dispersed,  several 
being  killed  and  wounded.  Our  men  also  captured  several  prison- 
ers, a numbei  of  horses,  guns,  pistols,  &c.  In  their  flight  the  thieves 
threw  away  their  ill-gotten  booty,  and  the  road  for  miles  was  strewn 
with  boots,  shoes,  hats,  and  various  other  articles  of  merchandise. 
They  were  under  the  command  of  one  Captain  Dyer. 

One  of  our  men,  Jack  Anderson,  Twenty-sixth  Kentucky,  who  be- 
haved with  great  gallantry  and  bravery,  was  pretty  severely  wounded. 


but  I hope  not  dangerous' 
Lieutenant  Poindexter  and 
the  Eighth  Kentucky  Cava 


y.  Our  men  all  behaved  very  well. 
’CorpL]  Thomas  R.  Blakey,  formerly  of 
.ry,  though  out  of  service,  volunteered. 
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and  acted  with  great  gallantry.  I would  respectfnll\  commend 
Lieut.  J.  Redfearn,  Twenty-sixth  Kentucky,  especially,  lor  his  reck- 
less daring  and  bravery.  He  was  in  command  of  the  squad  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Kentucky,  and  for  many  miles  led  the  pursuit,  fre- 
quently with  1 or  2 men  only  charging  upon  a dozen  of  the  flying 
enemy.  They,  however,  scarcely  ever  returned  the  Are  of  our  men, 
relying  on  the  fleetness  of  their  horses  for  safety,  and  seemed  to  be 
intent  only  on  getting  away.  I went  from  Mitchellsville  to  Franklin 
on  Thursday  evening,  and  returned  here  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully, 

CICERO  MAXWELL, 

Colonel  26th  Ky.  Vols.,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Forces,  S,  W.  Ky, 
Capt.  A.  C.  Semple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — I sincerely  regret  to  say  that  one  of  our  men  got  into  adifii- 
culty  with  a citizen  named  Dinning,  near  the  State  line,  and  unfor- 
tunately killed  him.  The  men  had  been  instructed  to  seize  horses 
when  theirs  gave  out.  We  were  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  robbers,  and 
the  horse  of  one  of  our  men  gave  out.  He  undertook  to  seize  Din- 
ning’s  horse.  Dinning  resisted  and,  the  soldier  says,  drew  a knife, 
and  he  shot  and  killed  him.  Dinning  was  a sympathizer  with  the 
rebellion,  but  I understand,  generally,  a harmless  man.  I will  have 
the  matter  investigated.  In  our  pursuit  of  the  guerrillas,  I was 
more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  utter  malignity  and  treachery  of 
the  sympathizers  with  treason  in  the  southern  part  of  Logan  County. 
Some  severe  measures,  in  my  humble  judgment,  will  have  to  be 
adopted  with  them  before  the  daily  and  nightly  robberies  of  their 
friends  can  be  stopped. 


OCTOBER  22,  1863. — Destruction  of  the  Steamer  Mist  on  the  Mississippi 

River. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Napoleon  B.  Buford,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
, ing  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas. 

Hdqrs.  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  Ark.,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir  : For  the  information  of  General  Hurlbut,  I report  the  steamer 
Mist,  Captain  Calhoun,  was  burned  by  a party  of  20  guerrillas,  com- 
manded by  Dick  Holland,  at  the  foot  of  Ship  Island,  on  the  Mississippi 
shore,  yesterday  at  3 p.  m.,  the  captain  robbed  of  a large  sum,  which 
he  states  to  have  been  over  $17,000,  and  the  boat  rifled.  The  captain 
and  crew  of  10  men  were  allowed  to  go  free.  Captain  Calhoun  re- 
ports his  engine  was  out  of  order.  He  was  anchored  in  the  stream; 
took  a skiff  and  went  ashore  to  get  four  bales  of  cotton ; the  boat 
was  blown  ashore. 

The  cotton  he  said  had  been  purchased  from  a man  named  Cole, 
by  McDonald,  who  had  a permit  to  ship  50  bales.  Captain  Cal- 
houn states  his  pilot,  E.  Wood,  was  also  robbed  of  $5,000  of  Confed- 
erate money,  which  was  in  the  safe  with  the  boat’s  funds.  The 
guerrillas  did  not  burn  Cole’s  cotton.  The  captain  further  states 
that  the  steamer  Evansville  landed  at  the  same  place  the  day  pre- 
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vious,  and  took  on  board  about  20  bales  of  cotton  without  the  pro- 
tection of  a gunboat. 

There  are  inconsistencies  in  this  story  which  are  apparent.  I am 
informed  by  Col.  Silas  Noble,  who  is  here,  that  when  he  commanded 
at  Paducah,  Captain  Calhoun  was  disloyal.  . 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  BUFORD, 

B ngadier-  General ^ Commanding. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


OCTOBER  22-24,  1863. — Scout  from  Germantown,  Tenn.,  to  Chulahoma, 

Miss. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Reuben  Loomis,  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Germantown,  Tenn.,  October  24,  1863. 

Colonel  : In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I started  on  the 
22d  with  the  effective  force  of  my  command  and  a part  of  Smith’s 
battery,  south,  crossed  the  Coldwater  at  Quinn’s  Mill,  took  the 
road  to  Chulahoma,  met  teams  going  to  Memphis  with  cotton  from 
beyond  and  south  of  Holly  Springs  ; learned  that  some  25  of  Rich- 
ardson’s command  had  passed  through  there  going  north  on  Tues- 
day. They  report  Chalmers  at  or  near  Water  Valley ; no  rebel  force 
this  side  of  Oxford ; contrabands  report  about  the  same.  Before  I 
got  to  Chulahoma  I met  Maj.  S.  Forbes,  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, with  50  men.  He  had  been  within  4 or  5 miles  of  Wyatt;  found 
no  force  except  scouts.  I scouted  the  country  thoroughly  in  that 
vicinity.  From  all  that  I can  learn,  there  is  about  a battalion  scat- 
tered through  the  country  in  small  squads  this  side  of  Tallahatchie. 
We  charged  through  Byhalia  and  run  out  8 rebels,  but  they  were  too 
well  mounted  to  be  caught ; that  was  the  greatest  number  I saw 
together.  The  weather  being  inclement,  the  men’s  clothing,  and  in 
many  cases  ammunition,  being  thoroughly  soaked  with  the  rain  of 
the  night  of  the  22d  and  forenoon  of  the  23d,  and  no  force  of  the 
enemy  to  be  found  this  side  of  the  Tallahatchie,  I returned  to  camp. 

Hoping  what  I have  done  may  meet  your  approbation,  I am,  sir, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  LOOMIS, 

Lieidenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Col.  Edward  Hatch, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


OCTOBER  24-IIOVEMBER  10,  1863. — Expedition  from  Goodrich’s  Landing, 
La.,  to  Griiiin’s  Landing  and  Catfish  Point,  Miss. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Currie,  Mississippi  Marine  Bri- 
gade. 

On  Board  Steamer  B.  J.  Adams, 
Napoleon,  Ark.,  November  19,  1863. 
General  : Agreeably  to  your  written  instructions  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  I left  Goodrich’s  Landing,  La.,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  after  be- 
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ing  relieved  from  duty  at  that  place  by  General  Hawkins,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Mississippi  River  with  four  steamers,  viz,  Adams, 
Fairchild,  Baltic,  and  Horner.  A detachment  of  125  cavalry,  160 
infantry,  and  one  section  of  Captain  Walling’s  light  battery  ar- 
rived at  Griffin’s  Landing,  in  Washington  County,  Miss.,  on  the  26th 
ultimo. 

On  the  27th,  I ordered  Captain  Brown  with  100  cavalry  to  make 
a reconnaissance  in  the  Deer  Creek  country,  lying  about  23  miles 
east  of  Griffin’s  Landing.  The  expedition  left  the  boats  at  6 a.  m. 
and  returned  at  10  p.  m.,  having  marched  over  45  miles  in  one  day. 
They  arrested  and  brought  in  1 captain,  G.  C.  Price,  an  agent  of 
the  Commissary  Department  for  the  purchase  of  stock  in  that 
country,  with  about  $12,000  in  Confederate  money  ; also  1 sergeant 
and  6 enlisted  men  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Texas  Cavalry,  detailed 
to  drive  stock. 

From  the  prisoners  I learned  that  a brigade  of  Jackson’s  cavalry 
was  en  route  for  that  country  to  protect  the  stock  drivers.  Having 
but  a small  command  mounted,  I immediately  impressed  mules  and 
horses  to  mount  my_  infantry  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  rebel 
brigade,  and  accordingly  on  the  1st  day  of  November  I landed  all 
my  available  force,  numbering  about  200  cavalry  and  infantry, 
mounted,  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  two  days’  rations,  and  started 
at  an  early  hour.  About  the  time  of  starting  the  rain  began  to  fall, 
which  rendered  the  roads  through  the  swamps  almost  impassable. 
At  3 p.  m.,  however,  I reached  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Buckner,  on 
Deer  Creek,  where  I was  compelled  to  go  into  camp  on  account  of 
the  impassable  condition  of  the  roads  for  artillery,  and  having  made 
a march  of  23  miles,  I posted  my  pickets  and  put  the  artillery  into 
position,  and  made  inquiry  of  the  citizens  concerning  the  rebel  force, 
but  was  assured  by  them  that  there  was  none  in  that  country. 

Relying  somewhat  upon  their  information,  and  finding  it  out  of 
my  power  to  go  farther  with  artillery,  I resolved  at  once  to  send  it 
back,  guarded  by  the  mounted  infantry,  leaving  me  a command  of 
only  125  cavalry. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  5.30  o’clock,  I divided  my  force,  one 
half  returning,  by  way  of  Greenville,  to  Griffin’s  Landing,  and 
with  the  cavalry  I proceeded  down  the  creek,  intending  to  reach  the 
river  at  Carolina  Landing,  a distance  of  60  miles,  where  I had 
previously  ordered  the  ram  Horner  to  meet  me  on  the  4th.  We  had 
gone  but  about  1 mile  beyond  my  picket  post,  when  the  advance 
guard  began  skirmishing  with  rebel  pickets.  Here  ensued  a run- 
ning fight  for  some  miles  until  we  came  upon  a portion  of  the  enemy, 
supposed  to  be  about  120  or  140  men,  drawn  up  in  line  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  creek  to  prevent  my  command  crossing  on  a bridge 
at  that  point,  the  only  means  of  crossing  in  that  vicinity.  I in- 
structed the  advance  to  press  them  closely,  intending^  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  position  until  the  arrival  of  the  artillery,  which  I ordered 
up  immediately  after  encountering  their  pickets,  but  finding  the 
enemy  intended  to  fall  back  before  the  artillery  could  reach  me, 
I directed  a portion  of  the  dismounted  men  to  deploy  and  charge 
across  the  bridge  at  a double-quick,  in  order  to  clear  the  way  for 
cavalry.  The  rebels  gave  way  almost  without  resistance,  and  fled  in 
great  confusion,  my  cavalry  close  upon  them.  We  followed  them 
some  2 miles  at  a rapid  rate,  and,  finding  no  other  alternative,  they 
took  to  the  woods  and  canebrakes.  By  this  time  the  artillery  came 
up,  and,  after  shelling  the  woods  thoroughly,  I started  on  my  return 
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to  the  boats,  which  I reached  at  11  p.  m.,  having  inarched  over 
40  miles  in  the  afternoon,  on  my  return  to  the  boats. 

I found  25  fat  hogs  at  the  plantation  of  Dr.  L.  L.  Taylor,  on  Deer 
Creek,  that  had  been  purchased  by  Captain  Price,  for  which  he  paid 
$1,250,  but  was  arrested  before  getting  them  out  of  the  pen.  I also 
found  a negro  man  with  a large  cotton  wagon,  drawn  by  six  oxen,  at 
this  plantation,  wlio  had  just  returned  from  Catfish  Point,  having 
hauled  a load  of  goods  to  that  place  for  a rebel  captain,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  them  taken  across  the  river  into  Arkansas  that  night. 
I immediately  took  possession  of  the  team  and  hogs,  and  brought 
them  with  me  to  the  boats.  At  the  same  time  sent  a messenger  to 
Captain  Conner,  of  the  ram  Monarch,  lying  off  Greenville,  to  run 
up  the  river  as  far  as  Catfish  Point  to  look  after  the  goods  and 
ferry. 

On  the  following  day  he  reported  the  capture  of  a large  quantity  of 
salt  and  the  destruction  of  two  large  ferry  flats  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  cross  artillery.  These  flats  were  entirely  new,  and  were  ingeni- 
ously hid  from  view  by  being  sunk  in  about  4 feet  water  by  means 
of  barrels  of  sand,  and  never  could  have  been  discovered  but  for 
information  received  from  a deserter  from  Price’s  army,  who  gave 
himself  up. 

On  the  5th,  landed  the  mounted  infantry,  Maj.^  D.  S.  Tallerday 
commanding,  at  Sunny  Side,  Ark.,  and  directed  him  to  proceed  to 
Lake  Village,  county  seat  of  Chicot  County,  where  he  arrested  one 
Captain  Gaines,  Company  G,  Twenty-third  Arkansas  Infantry,  and 
5 enlisted  men  belonging  to  the  same  regiment,  who  were  evidently 
engaged  in  burning  cotton  and  enforcing  the  conscription.  He  also 
captured  some  valuable  stock  and  met  the  fleet  at  Luna  Landing 
the  same  night.  I left  the  Monarch  and  Horner  at  Greenville  to 
protect  navigation. 

On  the  6th,  landed  the  cavalry,  Capt.  0.  F.  Brown  commanding, 
at  Gaines’  Landing,  and  he  proceeded  out  in  the  direction  of  Monti- 
cello.  Ark.,  about  15  miles,  and  thence  up^  the  river  and  met  the  fleet 
at  Campbell’s  plantation  at  5 p.  m.,  having  captured  some  mules. 
At  8 o’clock  the  same  night  I learned  that  a party  of  soldiers  were 
in  camp  about  5 miles  back  from  the  river,  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  cross  over  into  Mississippi.  I immediately  sent  out  a party, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Markle,  Company  E,  First  Infantry,  and 
about  10  o’clock  they  returned  with  Lieutenant  Brailsford  (with  a 
rebel  mail)  and  1 enlisted  man  belonging  to  Whitfield’s  Texas  Le- 
gion. 

On  the  7th,  landed  the  mounted  infantry  at  the  same  place,  with 
instructions  to  operate  isolated  (as  companies)  and  effectually  scout 
the  country  as  far  back  from  the  river  as  possible.  The  parties  re- 
turned soon  after  dark,  bringing  in  several  prisoners,  among  whom 
was  a rebel  mail-carrier  making  his  way  to  the  river  to  cross  that 
night.  They  also  brought  in  some  stock. 

On  the  8th,  landed  the  cavalry,  Capt.  O.  F.  Brown  commanding,  at 
Glencoe,  Miss. , and  put  off  the  mounted  infantry,  Major  Tallerday  com- 
manding, on  the  Arkansas  shore  just  opposite.  The  cavalry  came  in  at 
Bolivar  Landing  late  in  the  afternoon,  having  accomplished  but  little. 
The  infantry,  however,  continued  on  up  the  river  to  Napoleon,  where  I 
met  them  with  the  fleet  on  the  following  day.  They  captured  many 
prisoners  and  a rebel  mail-carrier  with  over  200  pounds  of  mail, 
among  which  were  a large  quantity  of  official  documents  from  Rich- 
mond, directed  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  generals  in  the  Trans- 
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Mississippi  Department.  They  also  captured  and  brought  in  2 men, 
Barker  and  Keefe,  cotton  card  manufacturers,  with  a cotton  ma- 
chine complete,  which  they  had  recently  bought  at  Macon  and  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.  , which  cost  them  $8,000.  They  crossed  the  river  but 
a short  time  prior  to  their  capture,  and  were  en  route  to  Camden, 
Ark.,  where  the  machine  was  to  be  used  in  making  cloth  for  the 
army. 

On  the  9th,  learning  that  the  guerrillas  had  burned  the  steamer 
Allen  Collier  that  had  landed  opposite  Laconia,  Ark.,  a day  or  two 
previous,  I immediately  left  ISTapoleon  for  that  place,  intending  to 
ferret  out  the  marauding  party,  landing  at  the  mouth  of  White 
Kiver  for  wood.  I found  a portion  of  the  Allen  Collier’s  crew  that 
had  been  arrested  and  were  subsequently  released,  who  informed  me 
the  boat  was  burned  by  Montgomery’s  guerrilla  band,  and  knowing 
that  Montgomery  and  a portion  of  his  company,  numbering  about 
40  or  50  men,  lived  on  Bayou  Phalia,  in  Bolivar  County,  Miss.,  and 
owned  plantations,  I resolved  to  return  at  once  with  my  command 
to  Beulah  Landing  and  break  uj)  the  party.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing, November  10,  I left  the  boats  at  7 o’clock  with  a small  cavalry 
force  and  proceeded  to  the  bayou,  a distance  of  some  10  miles,  when 
I arrested  one  of  the  party  and  learned  from  him  that  the  company 
was  still  some  distance  from  there  in  the  canebrakes,  and  knowing 
the  impossibility  of  overtaking  them  I went  to  Montgomery’s  plan- 
tation, where  I found  the  family  of  General  Charles  Clark,  C.  S. 
Army,  also  the  family  of  Montgomery,  and  after  removing  the 
furniture  from  the  house,  I set  it  on  fire.  I also  burned  the  cotton 
gin  and  out-houses;  in  fact,  everything  but  the  negro  quarters.  I 
informed  Mrs.  Montgomery  it  was  done  by  way  of  retaliation  for 
her  husband  burning  the  steamer  Collier  a few  days  previous.  She 
replied,  ‘‘  This  is  no  more  than  I expected  when  1 heard  what  my 
husband  had  done.”  I also  obtained  the  names  of  some  of  his  com- 
pany who  own  plantations  in  that  vicinity  and  notified  them,  through 
the  present  occupants  of  the  plantations,  that  if  another  overt  act 
should  be  committed  by  that  company  I would  serve  them  as  I had 
Montgomery,  their  captain. 

We  destroyed  several  yawls  and  flat-boats  along  the  road  that 
were  being  hauled  to  the  river  every  night  in  a wagon  and  used  in 
ferrying,  then  taken  back  in  the  woods,  and  came  to  their  former 
hiding  place  before  daylight  in  the  morning. 

W e also  arrested  and  brought  in  several  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  three  citizens,  mail-carriers,  with  each  a small  package  of  mail 
destined  for  Arkansas.  We  reached  Bolivar  Landing,  Miss.,  about 
dark,  where  we  met  the  fleet,  having  marched  about  35  miles. 

I also  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  large  quantities  of  corn 
ill  cribs,  of  last  year’s  growth,  and  hundreds  of  acres  grown  this 
year,  and  now  standing  in  the  field,  can  be  procured  within  5 miles 
of  the  river  and  in  some  places  immediately  on  its  banks.  I also 
learn  that  parties  with  trading  boats  along  the  river  are  dealing  in 
cotton  and  furnishing  the  citizens  with  supplies  and  other  necessi- 
ties. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  se:^vant, 

GEO.  E.  CUKRIE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  Alfeed  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Marine  Brigade, 
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OCTOBER  26,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Vincent’s  Cross-Roads,  near  Bay  Springs, 

Miss. 

XiEPORTS. 

No.  1.— Report  of  Capt.  John  W.  Barnes,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

No.  2.— Report  of  Brig.  Gen^  Samuel  W.  Ferguson,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  W.  Barnes,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 


Corinth,  Miss., 
Octooer  27,  1863. 

Spencer  yesterday,  at  2 p.  m.,  was  attacked  some  40  miles  south- 
east of  Glendale,  in  the  direction  of  Jones’  Cross-Roads.  The 
messenger  reports  the  rebel  force,  supposed  to  be  Hanner’s  [ ?]  and 
others,  at  2,000  strong.  Spencer  had  about  500."^  He  is  said  to  be 
getting  the  worst  of  the  fight.  Shall  I send  the  cavalry  at  Corinth 
to  his  aid  ? 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  BARNES, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  W.  Ferguson,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Brigade, 

Near  Courfland,  Ala.,  October  31,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  verbal 
orders  from  yourself,  I left  camp  at  Cane  Creek  shortly  after  dark 
on  the  evening  of  the  2oth  instant  with  two  regiments  of  my  bri- 
gade (the  Second  Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morton,  and  the 
Second  Alabama,  Colonel  Earl),  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  a 
raiding  party  of  the  enemy  reported  to  be  on  their  return  from 
Walker  County,  Ala.  Traveled  all  night,  and  at  sunrise  next  morn- 
ing halted  and  fed  my  horses  at  a ford  of  Bear  Creek,  about  2 miles 
above  Mann’s  Mills.  After  a delay  of  two  hours  for  this  purpose,  I 
pushed  the  command  across  Bear  Creek  and  on  to  the  Fulton  aiid 
luka  road.  Here,  as  there  was  no  sign  of  the  enemy’s  having 
i:)assed,  I turned  toward  Fulton,  and  after  reaching  the  intersection 
of  this  road  with  that  to  Bay  Springs,  I sent  one  squadron  in  the 
latter  direction  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  enemy  in  check, 
should  they  move  toward  that  point,  and  preventing  their  escape. 
With  the  remainder  of  my  force  (about  300  effective  men)  I moved 
toward  the  Bull  Mountain  country. 

After  pursuing  this  road  about  3 miles  I received  the  first  positive 
information  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  from  a scout  I had  sent 
out,  who  reported  them  advancing  on  the  same  road.  I immedi- 
ately sent  to  recall  the  squadron  previously  ordered  to  Bay  Springs, 
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and  continued  the  march  nntil  the  advance  guards  met  and  skir- 
mishing began — about  1.30  p.  m.  The  enemy  were  formed  in  thick 
woods  across  the  road,  with  an  open  held  in  front,  through  which, 
swept  as  it  was  by  two  pieces  of  light  artillery  planted  in  the  road, 
I had  to  advance  to  the  attack.  As  rapidly  as  possible  I formed  my 
lines,  had  the  men  dismounted,  and  attacked  the  enemy,  who  were 
soon  driven  back  by  the  Second  Tennessee,  m^der  the  able  and  gal- 
lant leadership  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morton,  and  a portion  of  the 
Second  Alabama.  As  soon  as  the  horses  could  be  brought  up  the 
fleeing  enemy  were  hotly  pursued  and  their  retreat  converted  into  a 
wild  panic.  The  chase  was  kept  up  for  some  10  miles  through  dense 
woods  and  over  a mountainous  country  until  dark.  Their  perfect 
knowledge  and  our  ignorance  of  the  country  enabled  most  of  them, 
however,  to  escape  by  separating  into  small  squads  and  leaving  the 
road. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  before  the  engagement  began  I 
had  met  Major  Moreland,  with  his  battalion,  and  ordered  him  to  get 
in  rear  of  the  enemy  on  a road  leading  from  their  left  flank  to  Bay 
Springs,  of  the  existence  of  which  he  informed  me,  stating  it  was 
the  only  road  by  which  they  could  escape,  except  directly  back  into 
Alabama.  Had  my  instructions  been  strictly  and  energetically  fol- 
lowed, few  of  the  eneiny  would  have  escaped. 

With  a loss  of  2 killed  and  11  wounded,  I have  succeeded  in  effect- 
ually destroying  the  First  Alabama  Tory  Eegiment.  Up  to  the 
time  I left,  the  enemy’s  loss,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  was  20 
killed,  including  2 captains,  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  1 
first  lieutenant ; 9 wounded,  including  1 first  lieutenant  mortally, 
and  29  prisoners.  The  woods  was  so  dense  and  the  fight  kept  up  for 
so  great  a distance  that  many  killed  and  wounded  were  not  found. 
I do  not  think  the  number  would  fall  short  of  100  in  all. 

I captured  2 pieces  of  artillery,  5 stand  of  colors,  60  elegant 
breech-loading  carbines,  with  an  ample  supply  of  ammunition  for 
present  purposes,  25  Colt  hostler  pistols,  10  pack-saddles,  52  horses 
and  mules,  and  56  saddles.  I have  received  no  report  from  Major 
Moreland,  but  understand  he  has  collected  a large  number  of  pris- 
oners, horses,  mules,  &c.  My  force  scarcely  equaled  that  of  the 
enemy. 

I am  indebted  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  command  for  gallant 
conduct  and  cheerful  endurance  of  hardship  and  hunger  on  this 
scout ; but  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morton  and  Maj.  H.  W.  Bridges 
more  than  a passing  tribute  is  due.  The  former  led  his  gallant  band 
with  a cool  skill  and  determination,  admirable  in  the  extreme,  until 
knocked  from  his  horse  by  a spent  ball.  The  latter  was,  as  usual, 
foremost  in  the  fight,  everywhere  inspiring  and  encouraging  the 
men  and  officers.  With  his  own  hand  he  killed  1 and  wounded  and 
captured  several  other  Yankees.  His  horse  was  shot  under  him  and 
his  coat  pierced  by  a bullet,  an  evidence  of  the  close  character  of 
the  fight. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff  who  were  present — Captain  Nugent,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general ; Captain  Irwin,  assistant  inspector-general; 
Lieutenant  Tomlinson,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Richardson, 
picket  officer — I am  indebted  for  zealous  and  efficient  discharge  of 
duty  in  gallant  style. 

S.  W.  FERGUSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee. 
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OCTOBER  26-29,  1863.— Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  including  Skir- 
mish  (27th)  at  Brown’s  Ferry  and  Engagement  (28th  and  29th)  at 
Wauhatchie,  Tenn. 

REPOI^TS.* 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
the  Cumberland,  with  field  dispatches  and  congratulatory  orders. 

No.  2.— Charles  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

No.  3. — Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  at  Wauhatchie. 

No.  4.— Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer,  Department  of 
the  Cumberland. 

No.  5.— Col.  Timothy  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  6. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

No.  7.— Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division. 

No.  8.— Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Foy,  Twenty-tliird  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  Col.  Bassett  Langdon,  First  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  10. — Col.  Aquila  Wiley,  Forty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  11. — Maj.  William  Birch,  Ninety-third  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  12.— Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Eleventh  and  Twelfth 
Army  Coi*ps,  with  congratulatory  orders. 

No.  13. — Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Eleventh  Army 
Corps. 

No.  14.— Surg.  Daniel  G.  Brinton,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

No.  15. — Brig.  Gen.  Adolph  von  Steinwehr,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Di- 
vision. 

No.  16. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  Adolph  Buschbeck  commanding. 

No.  17. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Orland  Smith  commanding. 

No.  18. — Lieut.  Col.  Godfrey  Rider,  jr. , Tliii'ty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  19. — Col.  James  Wood,  jr.,  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  20.— Maj.  Samuel  H.  Hurst,  Seventy-third  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  21. — Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  22. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Hector  Tyndale  commanding. 

No.  23. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Wladimir  Krzyzanowski  command- 
ing. 

No.  24. — Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division, 
Twelfth  Army  Corps. 

No.  25. — Col.  George  A.  Cobham,  jr..  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  26. — Col.  William  Rickards,  jr..  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantiy. 

No.  27. — Capt.  Frederick  L.  Gimber,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try. 

No.  28.— Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Walker,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Infantry. 

No.  29. — Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  30. — Col.  David  Ireland,  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  31. — Itinerary  of  the  Third  Brigade. 

No.  32.— Lieut.  Col.  Herbert  von  Hammerstein,  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Infan- 
try. 

No.  33. — Capt.  Mho  B.  Eldridge,  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  In- 
fantry. 


*See  also  General  Grant’s  report.  Part  II,  pp.  — , 
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No.  34, — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Randall,  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York 
Infantiy. 

No.  35. — Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery,  commanding 
Artillery  Brigade. 

No.  36. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Turchin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  with  itinerary  of  brigade. 

No.  37. — Record  of  a Court  of  Inquiry,  and  accompanying  documents. 

No.  38.— Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Ai-my,  commanding  corps,  with  field 
dispatches,  &c. 

No.  39.— Organization  of  Hood’s  division. 

No.  40.— Brig.  Gen.  E.  Mclver  Law,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade  and  Hood’s 
division. 

No.  41. — Col.  James  L.  Sheffield,  Forty-eighth  Alabama  Infantry,  commanding 
Law’s  brigade. 

No.  42. — Col.  John  Bratton,  Sixth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding  Jenkins’ 
brigade. 

No.  43. — Brig.  Gen.  Jerome  B.  Robertson,  C.S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  1. 

Beports  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  luith  field  dispatches  and  congrat- 
ulatory orders. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9 p.  m.,  28tli.) 

General  William  F.  Smith,  commanding  Hazen’s  brigade,  Sheri- 
dan’s division,  Fourth  Corps,  and  Turchin’s  brigade,  Baird’s  division, 
Fourteenth  Corps,  floated  boats  of  pontoon  bridges  down  the  river 
from  Chattanooga  to  Brown’s  Ferry,  6 miles  below ; landed,  sur- 
prised, and  drove  off  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  reserves ; took  posses- 
sion of  the  hills  commanding  debouche  of  the  ferry,  on  southwest 
side,  and  laid  bridge  and  intrenched  the  command  strongly  enough 
to  hold  the  bridge  securely. 

By  the  judicious  precautions  taken  by  General  Smith  before  start- 
ing, and  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen, 
commanding  brigades,  and  Colonel  Stanley,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio, 
commanding  boat  party,  this  was  a compdete  success,  and  reflected 
great  credit  on  all  concerned. 

Our  loss,  4 killed,  15  wounded ; enemy,  8 killed,  6 prisoners,  and 
several  wounded. 

General  Hooker,  commanding  troops  composing  Eleventh  Corps 
and  part  of  Twelfth,  marched  from  Bridgeport  af  daylight  to-day, 
to  open  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Chattanooga,  and  take  some  position 
protecting  river.  Two  brigades  of  Palmer’s  division.  Fourth  Corps, 
should  have  reached  Rankin’s  Ferry,  to  co-operate  with  General 
Hooker  to-day.  The  Sixteenth  Illinois  reached  Kelley’s  Ferry  to  co- 
operate with  General  Hooker.  If  General  Hooker  is  as  successful 
as  General  Smith  has  been,  we  shall  in  a few  days  have  open^  com- 
munication with  Bridgeport  by  water,  as  well  as  by  a practicable 
road,  running  near  the  river  on  the  northern  bank. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Department, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief, 
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Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 

(Received  3 ]3.  m.,  29tli.) 

Hooker  reached  Brown’s  Ferry  to-day  about  3 p.  m.  Met  with  no 
serious  opposition.  The  enemy  still  hold  Lookout  Mountain  in  con- 
siderable force.  The  wagon  road  is  now  open  to  Bridgeport.  We 
have,  besides,  two  steam-boats,  one  at  Bridgeport  and  one  here,  which 
will  be  started  to-morrow.  We  have  also  another  steam-boat  here, 
undergoing  repairs ; will  be  ready  for  work  as  soon  as  portions  of 
her  machinery  (sent  for  to  Nashville)  arrive.  By  this  operation  we 
have  gained  two  wagon  roads  and  the  river  to  get  supplies  by,  and 
I hope  in  a few  days  to  be  pretty  well  supplied.  Intend  to  repair 
roads  leading  to  Tracy  City  and  McMinnville,  two  termini  of  branch 
railroads.  The  importance  of  the  position  of  Chattanooga  is  too 
great  to  neglect  any  means  of  supplying  or  re-enforcing  it. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  6.50  a.  m.,  November  1.) 

In  the  fight  of  last  night  the  enemy  attacked  Geary’s  division, 
posted  at  Wauhatchie,  on  three  sides,  and  broke  into  his  camp  at 
one  point,  but  was  driven  back  in  most  gallant  style  by  part 
of  his  force,  the  remainder  being  held  in  reserve.  Howard,  while 
marching  to  Geary’s  relief,  was  attacked  in  the  flank,  the  enemy 
occupying  in  force  two  commanding  hills  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
He  immediately  threw  forward  two  of  his  regiments  and  took  both 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  breast- 
works and  across  Lookout  Creek.  In  this  brilliant  success  over 
their  old  adversary,  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General, 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  10  p.  m.,  November  7.) 

Since  the  fight  of  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  has  not  disturbed 
Us.  Hooker  took  prisoners  4 officers  and  103  men,  and  captured 
nearly  1,000  Enfield  rifles.  His  loss,  350  officers  and  men,  killed  and 
wounded.  I have  2 steamboats  now  running  between  Bridgeport 
and  Kelley’s  Ferry,  from  which  point  provisions  are  hauled  to  Chat- 
tanooga. We  can  easily  subsist  oursffives  now,  and  will  soon  be  in 
good  condition. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General, 

Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  November  7,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  official  re- 
ports of  Major-General  Hooker,  commanding  Eleventh  and  Twelfth 
Corps,  and  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer.  Department 
of  the  Cumberland,  commanding  the  expedition  composed  of  Tur- 
chiffis  brigade,  Baird’s  division.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  and 
Hazen’s  brigade.  Wood’s  division.  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and  detach- 
ments of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  under  command  of  Col.  T. 
R.  Stanley,  and  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers,  under  command 
of  Capt.  P.  V.  Fox,  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  commands 
between  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo,  to  gain  possession  of  the  south 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  River  and  to  open  the  road  for  a depot  of  sup- 
plies at  Bridgeport. 

Preliminary  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  execute  this  vitally 
important  movement  before  the  command  of  the  department  de- 
volved on  me.  The  bridge,  which  it  was  necessary  to  throw  across 
the  river  at  Brown’s  Ferry  to  gain  possession  of  the  northern  end  of 
Lookout  Valley  and  open  communication  with  Bridgeport  by  road 
and  river,  was  nearly  completed. 

On  the  23d,  orders  were  sent  to  General  Hooker  to  concentrate  the 
Eleventh  Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  at  Bridgeport,  in- 
forming him  at  the  same  time  what  his  force  was  expected  to  accom- 
plish, and  that  a force  from  this  place  would  co-operate  with  him  by 
establishing  a bridge  across  the  river  at  Browns  Ferry  and  seize 
the  heights  on  the  south,  or  Lookout  Valley  side,  thus  giving  him 
an  open  road  to  Chattanooga  when  his  forces  should  arrive  in  Look- 
out Valley.  The  force  to  throw  the  bridge  was  organized  by  Satur- 
day, the  24th,  and  the  boats  and  bridge  completed,  giving  General 
Smith  two  days  to  examine  the  ground  with  the  two  brigade  com- 
manders, and  to  give  all  the  necessary  detailed  instructions  to  insure 
success.  General  Hooker  reported  on  the  26th  that  he  would  be 
ready  to  move  on  the  27th  at  daylight. 

He  was  instructed  to  move  at  the  appointed  time,  with  full  instruc- 
tions how  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  his  flank,  and  to  cover  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  road  from  the  direction  of  Trenton.  The  bridge  was 
successfully  thrown  across  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and 
General  Hooker  reached  Lookout  Valley  and  communicated  with 
this  place  on  the  28th.  The  enemy  attempted  to  surprise  him  the 
night  after  reaching  his  position  in  Lookout  Valley,  and,  after  an 
obstinate  contest  of  two  hours’  duration,  was  completely  repulsed, 
with  a loss  of  upward  of  1,500  killed  and  wounded,  over  100  pris- 
oners, and  several  hundred  stand  of  arms.  I refer  you  to  the  reports 
of  Generals  Hooker  and  Smith  for  the  details  of  the  operations  of 
their  commands,  commending  to  favorable  consideration  the  names 
of  those  officers  specially  mentioned  by  them  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious conduct.  The  skillful  execution  by  General  Smith  of  the 
work  assigned  him,  and  the  promptness  with  which  General  Hooker, 
with  his  troops,  met  and  repulsed  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the 
28th,  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  both  of  those  officers  and  their  en- 
tire commands.  I herewith  annex  consolidated  returns  of  casualties- 
I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General,  U.  S,  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U,  S,  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Inclosure.] 


Consolidated  return  of  Casualties. 


Troops. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. } 

1 

c 

Total. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

3Iajor-General  Hooker’s  command, 
Ideventh  Corps. 

Second  Division,  Twelfth  Corps* 

Brigadier-General  Smith’s  command  . . 

Total 

5 

4 

33 

30 

4 

38 

34 

4 

13 

15 

2 

■ 135 

159 

15 

148 

174 

17 

14 

8 

14 

8 

200 

216 

21 

9 

67 

76 

30 

309 

339 

22 

22 

437 

ADDENDA. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Hooker, 

Stevenson : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  one  division  of  the  Twelfth 
Corps  will  guard  the  railroad  from  Murfreeshorough  to  Bridgeport, 
the  remainder  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  will  concentrate  at  Stevenson  to 
move  with  the  Eleventh  Corps  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee 
River.  If  transportation  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  is  at  Stevenson,  it 
will  answer  for  that  corps  and  the  division  of  the  Twelfth.  If  trans- 
portation of  Eleventh  Corps  has  not  arrived,  pr^are  to  use  flats  and 
barges,  which  can  be  protected  from  the  shore.  General  Howard  has 
been  telegraphed  to  prepare  to  move  pontoon  train  by  water. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  24c,  1863 — 2.30p.  m. 

Major-General  Hooker, 

Stevenson : 

You  will  leave  General  Slocum,  with  one  division  of  the  Twelfth 
Corps,  to  guard  the  railroad  from  Murfreeshorough  to  Bridgeport. 
The  Eleventh  Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  will  be  concen- 
trated at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Bridgeport,  preparatory  to  crossing  the 
Tennessee  River,  and  moving  up  the  south  side  to  take  possession  of 
Rankin’s  Ferry,  between  Shellmound  and  Running  Water  Creek. 
Look  well  to  your  right  flank,  which  may  be  approached  via  Island 
Creek,  the  Moore  road,  McDaniel’s  Gap  road,  and  the  Nickajack 
road.  Two  brigades,  under  General  Palmer,  leave  here  this  p.  m. 
for  Rankin’s  Ferry,  which  point  they  will  probably  reach  on  Monday 
evening.  It  is  reported  that  the  steam-boat  at  Bridgeport  will  be 
completed  by  Monday  evening.  The  railroad  may  also  be  available. 
If  you  can  do  so,  it  is  better  not  to  move  wagons  to  the  south  side  of 
the  river  at  present.  You  will,  however,  exercise  your  judgment 
on  this  point.  Report  by  telegraph  when  you  are  ready.  We  will 


*See  revised  statement,  p.  76. 
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co-operate  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  as  well  as  Rankin’s  Ferry.  Inform 
yourself  with  regard  to  the  roads  from  Rankin’s  Ferry,  via  White- 
side’s,  to  Brown’s  Ferry.  The  object  of  the  movement  is  to  hold  the 
road  and  gain  possession  of  the  river  as  far  as  Brown’s  Ferry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Colonel  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 


Stevenson, 

October  24,  1863 — 6.10  p.  m. 


Orders  received  for  First  Division,  Twelfth  Corps,  to  remain. 
The  failure  of  the  telegraph  last  evening  caused  delay  in  informing 
General  Granger  of  the  change.  The  rear  of  the  division  of  the 
Twelfth  Corps,  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Bridgeport,  passed  Decherd 
this  a.  in.  Distance,  30  miles  marching,  in  consequence  of  the 
interruption  of  the  railroad.  One  regiment  of  the  Eleventh  Corps 
will  be  ordered  to  remain  at  Battle  Creek.  The  rear  (100  wagons) 
of  the  train  furnished  the  Eleventh  Corps,  leaving  Nashville  on  the 
12th  instant,  arrived  here  to-day.  From  this  you  can  judge  of  the 
roads.  I should  like  to  have  a small  cavalry  force  attached  to  this 
command  that  crosses  the  river ; have  none  now. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-  General.. 


Stevenson, 

October  24,  1863 — 7.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds  : 

I am  informed  by  people  familiar  with  country  on  south  side  of 
Tennessee  River,  that  the  direct  route  from  Bridgeport  to  Brown’s 
Ferry  is  not  practicable  for  wagons,  and  in  order  to  take  artillery  to 
that  point  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  the  road  to  within  two  miles 
of  Trenton,  and  from  there  turn  down  Lookout  Creek  Valley ; that 
there  are  several  bridle  paths  leading  from  the  crest  of  Lookout 
Mountain  into  the  valley  between  Trenton  and  the  river,  and  that 
infantry  can  descend  the  north  slope  of  Lookout  at  many  points. 
My  informants  are  men  who  have  grazed  their  stock  on  Lookout 
Mountain.  From  the  official  map  furnished  me,  there  appears  to  be 
an  ascent  to  the  south  of  what  is  called  Hotel  Institute.  If  this  is 
the  case,  from  my  present  knowledge  of  the  means  at  hand  at  Chat- 
tanooga to  prevent  enemy’s  infantry  ascending  the  mountain  from 
the  south  side,  I can  see  no  reason  for  his  not  detaching  two-thirds 
of  his  force  to  thwart  the  execution  of  their  purposed  object.  I may 
be  incorrect  in  my  views  of  this  movement  from  the  limited  oppor- 
tunity I have  had  in  comparison  with  others  to  gain  correct  infor- 
mation, and  only  state  the  foregoing  with  the  hope  that  I may  be  in 
error. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-  General, 
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Stevenson, 

October  24,  1863 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  just  received  from  Bridgeport : 

The  steamer  will  probably  be  done  next  Sunday  night.  One  or  two  necessary 
parts  of  the  engine  are  not  here  yet.  Every  exertion  will  be  made  to  have  her  fit  to 
move  Monday  next.  She  will  be  launched  to-morrow. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

The  roads  being  impassable,  I have  to  depend  on  the  cars  for  the 
movement  of  the  Twelfth  Corps.  If  they  donT  fail  me,  I can  have 
one  division,  as  ordered,  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  there.  The  Eleventh 
Corps  have  one  brigade  at  Battle  Creek  and  an  advance  post  at 
Sequatchie  River.  From  the  order,  I take  it  these  are  to  be  concen- 
trated; also  a portion  of  the  pontoon  bridge  is  in  use  at  Battle  Creek, 
crossing  a portion  at  Sequatchie  River.  How  much  there  is  not  in 
use  at  these  points  I am  not  informed.  Detachments  of  the  Pioneer 
Brigade,  under  the  orders  of  chief  engineer,  I suppose  have  them 
in  charge.  They  have  never  been  reported  to  me  or  put  under  my 
command. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-General. 


StevenSon,  October  24,  1863. 

Major-General  Slocum: 

Ko  change  in  the  movement  as  ordered  by  telegraph.  Following 
copy  of  dispatch,  from  headquarters,  is  forwarded  for  your  infor- 
mation and  government : 

Chattanooga,  October  24,  1863. 

You  will  leave  General  Slocum,  with  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  to  guard 
the  railroad  from  Murfreesborough  to  Bridgeport. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Acknowledge  this  'and  the  dispatch  of  yesterday.  The  general 
desires  the  division  that  can  be  quickest  at  Bridgeport  be  placed 
there. 

DANE.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Stevenson, 

October  25,  1863 — 10.45  a.  m. 

Major-General  Howard: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  at  9 a.  m.  to-morrow,  with  three  days' 
cooked  rations,  without  wagons.  Those  on  south  side  of  Tennessee 
can  be  picked  up  as  you  go  along.  The  balance  of  your  command 
concentrate  in  readiness  for  the  move,  except  the  regiment  ordered 
to  Battle  Creek  and  battery  to  Rankin’s  Ferry.  ' 

DANE.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Stevenson, 

October  25,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Bridgeport : 

Hold  yonr  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  12  m.  to-morrow. 
We  inarch  with  three  days’  rations,  without  wagons.  Will  all  your 
trocps  and  batteries  be  up  ? If  not,  have  word  sent  them  not  to 
lose  a moment’s  time. 

By  looking  at  the  map  you  will  see  that  troops  will  save  10  miles’ 
marching  by  taking  a direct  road  to  Bridgeport  from  Anderson, 
avoiding  Stevenson. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Stevenson, 

October  25,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Bridgeport : 

I am  surprised  to  learn  that  you  have  but  one  reliable  battery  out 
of  five.  We  will  march  to-morrow  if  we  go  without  any.  Oiie  bat- 
tery will  have  to  be  sent,  as  ordered,  and  at  once. 

^ Rations  are  at  Bridgeport.  Your  troops  will  be  up.  Have  direc- 
tions given  for  all  your  batteries  to  be  put  in  condition  for  service 
without  a moment’s  delay. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-  General,  Comm  anding. 


Stevenson, 

October  25,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 


Ma]or-General  Howard, 

Bridgeport: 

It  will  not  be  possible  to  bring  all  the  force  together  in  season  to 
march  to-morrow.  Let  everything  be  in  readiness  for  an  early  start 
the  following  morning. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-General. 


Stevenson, 

October  25,  1863 — [10  p.  m.] 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

All  but  two  batteries  and  two  regiments  of  the  force  for  (dera- 
tions on  the  south  side  of  the  river  are  now  at  Bridgeport.  These 
should  be  up  to-morrow.  My  headquarters  will  be  here  after  12 
to-morrow.  The  command  assigned  me  will  be  in  readiness  to  com- 
mence the  movement  sunrise  of  27th.  The  steamer  is  launched  and 
waiting  a necessary  piece  of  pipe.  General  Howard  reports  a woman 
coming  in  our  lines  who  states  Bragg’s  forces  fallen  back  30  miles, 
but  not  confirmed  by  other  reports. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  ] 

Stevenson : 

Your  telegram  of  10  p.  m.  last  night  received.  Commence  the 
movement  to-morrow  morning,  27th,  and  open  and  secure  the  rail- 
road and  wagon  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Rankin’s  F erry,  and  thence 
as  far  toward  Chattanooga  as  you  can.  General  Palmer  will  co- 
operate with  you  at  Rankin’s  Ferry.  We  will  cross  a co-operating 
force  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  take  possession  of  the  south  bank  there. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  26,  1863—1.20  a.  m. 

General  Thomas: 

Beat  the  enemy  off  Williams’  Island  twice  to-night.  Will  hold  it. 
Want  no  help. 

WHITAKER, 

General. 


General  Whitaker  : 


October  26,  1863—11.40  a.  m. 


Did  the  enemy  attempt  to  get  on  Williams’  Island  in  force  ? 

THOMAS, 

Major-  General. 


October  26,  1863—12.20  p.  m. 

General  Thomas: 

I do  not  know  how  much  force.  It  was  night.  They  made  two 
strong  efforts.  I can  beat  them  off. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker, 

Stevenson : 

The  letter  of  General  Wood  forms  no  part  of  your  instructions. 
It  was  simply  sent  as  information  from  an  officer  who  l^ad  passed 
over  the  road,  and  to  be  thrown  with  what  other  information  you 
can  gain  from  other  sources. 

Your  instructions  are  contained  in  two  telegrams  from  these  head- 
quarters— one  of  October  24,  2.30  p.  m.,  and  the  other  the  telegram 
of  this  morning,  directing  the  movement  to  commence  to-morrow 
morning.  Answer. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Bridgeport,  Ala., 
October  26,  1863 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chcdtanooga  : 

Telegram  of  2.30  p.  m.  received.*  Movement  will  commence  at 
sunrise  to-morrow. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER. 


October  26,  1863—6.40  p.  m. 

General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy’s  pickets  have  been  doubled  opposite  Brown’s  Ferry. 
Lookout  can  be  taken. 


W.  C.  WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Kdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Bridgeport,  Ala.,  October  26,  1863 — 8.15  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  Wartrace,  Tenn.: 

I move  at  sunrise.  Have  only  three  regiments  here  and  four  effec- 
tive pieces  of  artillery.  Please  push  my  troops  forward.  Those 
who  do  not  arrive  in  time  are  to  follow  my  route. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Bridgeport,  October  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Reynolds  : 

Two  citizens  from  Lookout  Mountain  report  that  there  is  no  enemy 
except  near  the  foot  of  it,  near  Chattanooga.  Some  pioneers  were 
repairing  roads  leading  toward  l^ickajack  Gap,  about  3 miles  south 
of  Summertown.  Stevens’,  and  Cooper’s  Gaps  held  by  small  parties, 
not  exceeding  200  in  all,  and  a small  force  of  cavalry.  At  Trenton, 
they  say  that  8,000  cavalry,  under  S.  D.  Lee,  joined  Wheeler  at 
Muscle  Shoals,  with  a view  to  strike  our  communications.  If  suc- 
cessful, Bragg  intends  to  turn  our  right  by  roads  below  this  point. 
If  that  expedition  failed  he  should  fall  back  nearer  supplies.  Bragg 
said  to  Jeff.  Davis  that  it  would  take  10,000  lives  to  carry  Chatta- 
nooga by  storm.  Davis  objected  to  the  sacrifice.  There  are  rumors 
that  a part  of  Longstreet’s  force  have  been  withdrawn  to  La  Fayette. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Bridgeport,  Ala.,  October  26,  1863. 

1.  The  movement  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  will 
commence  at  sunrise  October  27. 

2.  The  mounted  men  from  Alabama  will  precede  the  corps  of  Ma- 
jor-General Howard  (the  Eleventh),  which  will  have  the  advance. 


*See  p.  43. 
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3.  Brigadier-General  Geary’s  division  will  follow  immediately  in 
rear  of  General  Howard’s  corps.  The  commands  Avill  carry  GO  rounds 
of  small-arms  ammunition,  40  in  the  boxes,  20  in  the  pockets;  the 
artillery  200  rounds  of  ammunition.  The  commands  will  also  carry 
their  full  complement  of  intrenching  tools,  three  days’  cooked  jjro- 
vision,  three  days’  forage  for  the  animals.  In  the  event  of  General 
Geary’s  wagons  not  being  here,  he  will  arrange  for  transportation 
with  Major-General  Howard. 

4.  The  regiment  from  General  Williams’  division  (Twelfth  Corps) 
will  remain,  and  after  protecting  the  depots  here  by  a proper  guard, 
and  furnishing  the  fatigue  details,  will  hold  the  bridge  head  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  Brigadier-General  Geary  will  promulgate 
this  order  to  the  regiments  of  ^ the  Twelfth  Corps  and  cause  them  to 
take  position  at  the  time  of  his  movement. 

5.  Brigadier-General  Geary  will  move  with  such  portions  of  his 
command  as  may  arrive  in  time  for  the  movement,  leaving  instruc- 
tions for  the  balance  of  his  command  to  follow  immediately  upon 
their  arrival. 

6.  The  column  will  proceed  to  Shellmound,  and  from  thence  to 
Rankin’s  Ferry.  The  commanding  generals  will  look  well  to  their 
right  flanks,  and  guard  against  any  injuries  or  annoyance  from 
guerrillas. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hooker  : 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Department  Headquarters, 

October  27,  1863 — 4.50  a.  m. 


General  Whitaker  : 

General  Hazen’s  fleet  has  just  left. 


GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


October  27,  1863—5.30  a.  m. 

[Major-General  Thomas:]  ^ 

We  hold  the  crest,  and  the  attack  has  just  commenced.  My 
troops  are  crossing  more  slowly  than  I expected.  I should  like  a 
brigade  in  reserve  here  to  hold  this  bank. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 

October  27,  1863— -6.30  a.  m. 

General  Granger  will  send  General  Whitaker’s  brigade  to  Brown’s 
Ferry  immediately,  to  hold  the  crossing  and  be  in  reserve  to  General 
Smith. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding, 
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October  27,  1863—6.10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Thomas, 

Commanding : 

A prisoner  from  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  (Longstreet)  states  that 
his  brigade  is  all  there— is  in  this  valley.  Keep  a close  watch  on  the 
road  over  Lookout,  and  see  that  no  troops  get  over  there  to-day. 
Send  me  some  orderlies  to  communicate,  as  the  smoke  renders  sig- 
nals impossible. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Expedition. 


October  27,  1863—7.02  a.  m. 

Major-General  Thomas  : 

Is  the  horse-boat  where  it  can  be  sent  to  me  ? My  men  are  not  all 
across,  and  I am  just  going  over.  Look  out  for  the  mountain  road, 
to  keep  off  the  rebels  for  a few  hours.  I should  like  a brigade  to 
hold  this  bank  until  I get  seated.  Send  me  half  a dozen  orderlies. 
Yours,  in  good  spirits  and  without  breakfast, 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Expedition. 


October  27,  1863—7.20  a.  m. 

General  William  F.  Smith  : 

The  enemy  are  moving  all  their  troops — infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery — out  of  the  valley,  toward  Lookout  Mountain. 

W.  B.  HAZEK, 

Brigadier-  General, 


' Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

, October  27,  1863 — 8 a.  m. 

General  William  F.  Smith  : 

The  battery  may  be  moved  into  the  gorge  or  on  the  slope  near  the 
gorge.  a 

J.  B.  TUECHIK, 
Brigadier-  General. 


October  27,  1863—8.40  a.  m. 

General  Reynolds: 

We  are  as  busy  at  abatis  and  breastworks  as  our  supply  of  tools 
will  alloy/.  I think,  to  make  the  line  quite  sure,  we  ought  to  have 
a couple  more  regiments  to  hold  the  gorge  and  road.  I really  think 
we  are  tolerably  secure  from  all  attempts  to  retake  our  position. 
Can  Whitaker  get  in  position  to  drive  off'  this  battery  that  is  trying 
to  get  our  bridge  ? 

^ SMITH. 


The  fog  has  now  cleared  away,  and  communication  will  be  much 
more  rapid. 

JESSE  MERRILL, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer, 
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General  J.  B.  Turchin  : 


Brown’s  Ferry,  October  27,  1863. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.) 


When  your  flanks  are  well  protected  by  slashing,  please  let  me 
know. 


WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Chattanooga, 
October  27,  1863 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  Smith, 

Broivn's  Ferry: 

Whitaker  has  troops  at  Brown’s  Ferry.  Call  on  them,  if  you  want 
help.  Have  you  ammunition  enough?  Will  attend  to  the  battery. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


October  27,  1863--10.45  a.  m. 

General  Whitaker  : 

Keep  a close  watch  on  the  road  passing  over  Lookout,  and  see  that 
the  enemy  passes  no  troops  over  there  to-day.  If  the  horse-boat  can 
be  brought  to  General  Smith,  I wish  you  to  have  it  done. 

THOMAS, 

General, 


Chattanooga, 
October  27,  1863—11  a.  m. 

General  William  F.  Smith, 

Brownes  Ferry: 

Report  the  appearance  of  the  country  in  front,  after  you  are  seated. 
Cannot  one  brigade  hold  the  place  ? 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General, 


General  Whitaker: 


October  27,  1863—11  a.  m. 


Go  at  once  to  Brown’s  Ferry  with  the  most  of  your  brigade  to 
hold  the  bank  of  the  river  on  your  side,  and  support  General  Smith 
in  establishing  his  men  on  the  opposite  hills. 

THOMAS, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Shellmound,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863 — 11.10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Division : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  encamp  your 
division  at  Shellmound  to-night.  A picket  of  400  men  is  stationed 
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at  the  forks  of  tlie  road  from  Sliellmoiind  to  Gordon’s  mines,  with 
the  road  from  Trenton  via  Warren’s  Mill;  two  companies  at  the  fork 
near  Warren’s  Mill.  Yon  will  furnish  a detail  of  150  men  to  Gen- 
eral Morton,  of  the  Engineer  Brigade,  at  Shellmound. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

DANE.  BUTTEEFIELD, 
Major-Generalj  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  op  General  Hooker, 
Shellmound,  October  27,  1863—11.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Howard: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  occupy  and  hold 
Whiteside’s  with  one  brigade  of  your  command,  and  encamp  the 
balance  of  your  corps,  not  otherwise  ordered,  at  Running  Waters 
to-night. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANE.  BUTTERFIEED, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  27,  1863—11.15  a.  m. 

General  Thomas  : 

No  troops  can  pass  in  sight  of  these  guns.  They  have  a road 
diverging  from  the  main  road  over  the  mountain,  by  which,  after 
they  leave  the  main  road,  they  can  pass  unseen. 

WHITAKER, 

General. 


October  27,  1863—11.40  a.  m. 

General  Whitaker  : 

General  Smith  reports  that  the  enemy  is  trying  to  hit  his  bridge 
with  a battery.  Can’t  you  get  in  position  to  drive  them  off  ? 

J.  J.  REYNOEDS, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Brown’s  Ferry,  October  27,  1863. 

(Received  12  m.) 

General  Turchin  : 

Report  to  me  the  result  of  your  scout  sent  out  toward  the  mount- 
ain. My  headquarters  are  where  they  were  last  night. 

W.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


October  27,  1863—12.40  p.  m. 

General  Thomas  : 

The  bulk  of  the  brigade  is  at  Brown’s  Ferry  ; has  been  there  for 
most  three  hours.  The  ferry-boat  is  probably  filled  with  water ; sunk 
at  one  end.  If  not  under  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  she  could  be 
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brought  up  ; she  cannot  now.  A regiment  and  section  of  artillery 
went  up  the  mountain  toward  the  white  house.  This  makes  six  or 
seven  regiments  that  have  passed  where  we  could  see  them  part  of 
the  way. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Additional  to  General  Reynolds  : 

I will  try  and  notify  you  when  I can. 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 

Br  igadier-  Genera  1. 


On  Point  opposite  Lookout, 

Octoher  27,  1863—1  p.  m. 

Captain  Leonard  : 

A heavy  column  of  infantry  is  moving  across  Chattanooga  Valley 
toward  our  left. 


S.  A.  THAYER, 
Acting  Signal  Officer. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Octoher  27,  1863 — 1.20  p.  m. 

General  William  F.  Smith: 

The  direction  of  the  road  is  ascertained  from  the  position.  The 
breastworks  were  built  and  are  manned  by  Hazen’s  brigade,  and 
they  would  not  change  it  at  the  suggestion  of  any  officer  of  the  day. 
Have  found  a road  by  which  artillery  may  be  brought  to  the  top  of 
the  ridge  ; will  need  some  working. 

J.  B.  TURCHIK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Chattanooga, 
Octoher  27,  1863—1.30  p,  m. 

General  Smith, 

Brown's  Ferry : 

Whitaker  has  troops  at  Brown’s  Ferry.  Call  on  them  if  you  need 
help.  Have  yon  ammunition  enough?  Will  attend  to  the  battery. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


riEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

• Chattanooga,  Octoher  27,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker 

(Care  Colonel  Le  Due,  Bridgeport) : 

We  have  had  possession  of  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Brown’s 
Ferry  since  5 o’clock  this  a.  m.  Move  forward  with  your  force  and 
take  possession  so  as  to  command  the  road  from  Kelley’s  Ferry  to 
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Brown’s  Ferry.  Colonel  Le  Due  has  been  notified  to  see  that  you 
are  supplied  with  forage  and  rations.  Prisoners  report  that  but  two 
regiments  of  the  enemy  were  in  Lookout  Valley  this  morning.  Two 
brigades  have  been  seen  to  pass  over  the  point  of  Lookout  and  into 
the  valley  nearly  out  of  range  of  our  guns.  So  far  as  we  now  know, 
they  have  only  six  guns  in  the  valley. 

By  command  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-Genemlf  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


October  27,  1863—2.20  p.  m. 

General  Thomas: 

Two  brigades,  if  .not  more,  of  mixed  troops  have  passed  over  Look- 
out. They  pass  above  the  white  house  at  the  upper  edge  of  the 
clearing.  ^ Shelling  does  not  entirely  prevent,  though  it  greatly  im- 
peded their  passage.  There  must  be  in  Lookout  Valley  many  more 
men  of  the  enemy  than  General  Smith  has. 

Respectfully, 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-General, 


m. 


October  27,  1863—2.30  p. 

General  William  F.  Smith: 

Enemy  have  passed  foot  of  mountain  cliff  on  Lookout  Mountain 
in  heavy  column  in  spite  of  my  fire;  coming  this  way. 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


October  27,  [1863]— 3.30  p.  m. 

General  Reynolds  : 

This  place  cannot  be  carried  now.  I shall  come  into  headquarters 
unless  the  general  moves.  A regiment  has  just  gone  up  the  mount- 
ain and  all  is  quiet,  so  I suppose  the  sharpshooters  have  left  the 
Suck. 

SMITH, 

Brigadier-General. 


October  27,  1863.  (Received  4.40  p.  m.) 

General  Thomas  and 
General  Smith  : 

General  Howard  is  here,  and  General  Hooker  is  near  in  person. 
Howard  had  a slight  skirmish,  which  detained  them  only  a few 
moments.  Had  5 or  G wounded, 

HAZEN, 

. Brigadier -General, 
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Whiteside’s, 
October  27,  1863 — 4.40  p.  m. 


Major-General  Eeynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Howard’s  advance  encamps  to-night  at  Whiteside’s;  the  balance 
ill  rear  along  Kunning  Water  Creek.  Geary’s  division,  of  Twelfth 
Army  Corps,  at  Shellmound.  Ho  enemy,  save  one  company,  Ninth 
Kentucky  (rebel)  Cavalry,  which  retired  at  our  approach.  Pontoons 
left  at  Shellmound.  We  march  at  sunrise  to-morrow. 


JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Shellmound : 


Whiteside’s,  Tenn., 
October  27,  1863—7.30  p.  m. 


The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will 
march  your  command  at  5 a.  m.,  instead  of  waiting  until  sunrise,  as 
directed  in  previous  order  ; that  you  will  push  on  vigorously  until 
you  come  up  with  the  rear  of  the  Eleventh  Corps.  Keep  well  closed 
up.  Have  your  ammunition,  artillery,  &c.,  all  up  and  in  hand, 
ready  for  any  emergency. 

Very  respectfully, 

DANK.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Whiteside's,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Eleventh  Corps: 

Orders  for  October  28,  1863 : 

General  Howard’s  command  will  march  in  the  direction  of  Brown’s 
Ferry,  via  Lookout  Creek  Valley.  The  detachment  left  at  the  forks 
of  the  Trenton  and  Gordon’s  Mines  road  will  remain. 

A force,  to  be  hereafter  designated  from  the  Eleventh  Corps,  will 
remain  at  Whiteside’s. 

General  Geary’s  division  will  march  to  come  up  with  the  rear  of 
the  Eleventh  Corps,  as  early  as  practicable.  All  the  commands  will 
march  at  sunrise,  prompt. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hooker  : 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  furnished  Brigadier-General  Geary.) 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Shellmound,  October  27,  1863. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Eleventh  Corps:  • 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
request  that  you  will  detach  a regiment  to  take  position  at  the  junc- 
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tion  of  two  roads  leading  from  Trenton  to  Sliellinonnd,  and  about 
1 mile  from  last-named  place  on  tbe  branch  railroad  to  Gordon’s 
mines.  / 

Direct  the  officer  in  command  to  detach  two  companies  from  this 
regiment  to  picket  the  forks  of  road  leading  to  the  right  at  the  point 
[where]  it  intersects  the  direct  road  from  Trenton  to  Bridgeport. 

You  will  detach  also  a cavalry  picket  of  12  men  to  report  to  the 
officer  in  command  of  said  regiment,  and  by  him  to  be  instructed  to 
be  thrown  out  at  once  in  the  direction  of  Trenton,  extending  their 
reconnaissance,  if  practicable,  to  that  point.  These  men  must  be 
instructed  to  report  all  the  information  they  can  see  and  collect  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  If  they  should  discover  a force  at  Tren- 
ton, they  will  endeavor  to  find  out  its  strength,  and  report  whether 
infantry  or  cavalry,  or  both,  and,  if  important,  to  be  communicated 
to  headquarters  (which  will  be  at  Running  Waters  to-night)  with- 
out delay. 

The  officer  intrusted  with  the  command  of  this  detached  force 
will  be  instructed  to  hold  the  position  at  which  his  main  force  is 
posted  at  all  hazards,  and  the  two  companies  detached  their  position 
as  long  as  it  is  practicable  to  do  so,  and  if  forced  back  it  will  be  in 
the  direction  of  their  regiment. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hooker : 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Signal  Station,  Brown’s  Ferry,  October  28,  1863. 

(Received  6 a.  m.) 

General  Turchin  : 

General  Smith  desires  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  you  to  slash  the 
isolated  square  piece  of  woods  on  your  front  center  to-day.  His 
headquarters  are  at  this  signal  station. 

P.  C.  F.  WEST, 

Aide-de-Camp, 


Chattanooga,  October  28,  1863—8  p.  m. 

(Received  1.50  a.  m.,  29th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  Thomas’  plan  for  securing  the  river  and  south  side  road 
hence  to  Bridgeport  has  proven  eminently  successful.  The  question 
of  supplies  may  now  be  regarded  as  settled.  If  the  rebels  give  us 
one  week  more  time  I think  all  danger  of  losing  territory  now  held 
by  us  will  have  passed  away,  and  preparations  may  commence  for 
offensive  operations. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Within  Three  Miles  of  Whiteside’s,  October  28,  1863. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : My  command  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  the  hour 
indicated,  this  morning,  and  I am  progressing  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
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By  placing  strong  working  parties  at  labor  we  bad  tlie  bridge  at 
Sbellmound  completed  at  1 o’clock  this  morning.  Two  regiments 
joined  me  this  morning.  I have  detailed  the  Sixtieth  New  York, 
of  Greene’s  brigade,  to  hold  the  pass  leading  to  Trenton. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier- General,  U,  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Shellmound, 
October  28,  18G3. 

Major-General  Reynolds  : 

The  advance  arrived  here  at  10  o’clock.  The  gap  leading  toward 
Trenton  is  occupied,  and  troops  have  been  moving  toward  Rankin’s 
Ferry  for  half  hour.  Morton  has  the  pontoon  bridge  here  half  laid. 
No  news  from  Palmer.  No  signs  of  the  enemy.  It  will  be  difficult- 
in  fact,  I should  say  impossible — to  get  the  bridge  higher  up  the 
river  in  season  to  be  used  by  Palmer. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


October  28,  1863—12  m. 

Captain  Merrill  : 

The  work  I spoke  of  has  four  embrasures,  and  two  guns  have  been 
fired  from  it.  It  is  on  this  side  of  the  ridge,  about  200  yards  from 
the  point  of  rock.  There  is  another  gun  just  on  the  point  toward 
opposite  side,  protected  by  high  rock.  Whitaker  does  not  reach 
them. 

PUTNAM. 


General  Whitaker  : 


Department  Headquarters, 

October  28,  1863 — 12.50  p.  m. 


Hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  re-enforce  General  Hooker  if  he  calls 
upon  you. 

By  command  of  General  Thomas: 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Near  Whiteside's,  Tenn. , October  28,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  Hooker  directs  that  you  encamp  your  division  to-night  at 
the  point  where  you  were  directed  to  halt,  viz.,  the  intersection  of 
the  road  to  Kelley’s  Ferry  and  the  one  from  Wauhatchie  to  Brown’s 
F6rry.  Headquarters  to-night  are  about  1 mile  south  of  Brown’s 
Ferry. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 
JRoivden’s  House,  Term.,  October  28,  1863—1.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Geary  : 

General  Hooker  directs  tliat  you  lialt  your  command  and  av^ait 
orders  at^  tkis  place  (Mr.  Eowden’s  house,  at  the  junction  of  Kelley’s 
Ferry  road  and  Brown’s  Ferry  and  Wauhatchie  road). 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant,  Aide-de’Camxj,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


October  28,  1863—2.45  p.  m. 

General  Thomas: 

The  enemy  are  shelling  something  up  Lookout  Valley,  and  have 
fired  the  bridge  across  Lookout  Creek. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Signal  Corps, 

October  28,  1863 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : Ofiicers  report  that  the  battery  on  Lookout  Mountain 
is  throwing  shells  up  Lookout  Valley  in  direction  of  Wauhatchie 
Junction.  My  own  observations  agree  with  this,  as  their  guns  can 
be  seen  pointed  in  that  direction. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JESSE  MERRILL, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


(Received  3.25  p.  m.,  October  28,  1863.) 

General  Thomas: 

The  enemy  are  shelling  down  the  road  something  upon  Lookout 
Valley,  and  have  fired  the  bridge  across  Lookout  Creek. 

WHITAKER, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Brown’s  Ferry, 
October  28,  1863 — 3.45  p.  m. 

Generals  Smith  and  Thomas: 

General  Hooker’s  column  is  coming  up  from  Lookout  Valley 
within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  our  position. 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Signal  Station,  Crane’s  Hill, 
October  28,  1863 — 4*1^  P* 

Captain  Merrill  : 

The  rebels  have  drawn  their  troops  from  their  right  for  a mile.  I 
cannot  tell  the  effect  of  our  shots  from  Fort  Dunlap. 


FITCH. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Botvden’s  House,  October  28,  18G3 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Geii.  D.  Butterfield,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  has 
reached  this  point,  where,  pursuant  to  instructions,  I Avill  await 
orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

Fort  Wood, 

October  28,  18G3 — 4.30  p.  m. 

Capt.  W.  Leonard: 

Four  regiments  of  infantry  moved  from  crest  of  ridge  to  the 
enemy’s  extreme  right,  where  they  went  into  camp.  Wagons  have 
been  going  up  to  crest  of  ridge  on  almost  every  road  all  the  after- 
noon. 

Respectfully, 

L.  M.  DE  MOTTE 
Lientenant,  and  Acting  Signal  Officer, 


Station  Yo.  2,  Crane’s  Hill, 

October  28,  1863—5.20  p.  m. 

Captain  Merrill: 

The  rebels  have  drawn  their  troops  from  their  right,  for  the  effect 
of  our  shells  from  Fort  Dunlap. 

FORAKER, 

Lieutenant,  Acting  Signal  Officer, 


General  Smith  : 


Brown’s  Ferry, 
October  28,  1863. 


The  rebels  have  this  afternoon  thrown  up  a line  of  works  between 
Lookout  Creek  and  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain. 

W.  B.  HAZElSr, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hdqrs.  Signal  Corps,  Dept,  op  the  Cumberland, 

October  28,  1863. 

Capt.  J.  P.  Willard, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

Captain  : The  officers  on  the  point  opposite  Lookout  Mountain 
say  the  enemy’s  shells  did  no  damage  to  us.  I watched  our  own 
shells  closely,  and  almost  all  of  them  fell  short  of  the  top  of  the 
mountain.  One  -or  two  of  them  struck  the  crest,  but  not  near  their 
earth- works.  The  work  has  just  been  unmasked,  and  has  three,  or 
perhaps  four,  embrasures. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JESSE  MERRILL, 
Captain,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Whiteside's,  Tenn.,  October  2S,  1863— C.  30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Division : 

Tlie  general  directs  that  when  your  command  reaches  Whiteside’s 
you  detach  one  regiment  to  hold  the  branch  road  leading  to  Tren- 
ton, and  direct  the  officer  in  command  to  examine  the  pass  and  select 
that  position  that  will  enable  him  to  hold  it  against  any  force  that 
may  be  sent  against  him.  Press  forward  your  own  command,  or 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  reach  our  destination  to-night.  Join  the 
general  with  your  command  as  soon  as  possible.  Have  your  troops 
that  are  behind  sent  forward  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully, 

DAHL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


Chattanooga,  October  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga: 

It  seems  to  me  the  steamer  Paint  Rock  should  by  all  means  be  got 
down  to  Brown’s  Ferry  before  morning,  even  if  a house  has  to  be 
torn  down  to  provide  the  necessary  fuel.  There  is  every  probability 
that  the  enemy  will  make  every  preparation  possible  before  to-mor- 
row night  to  prevent  our  accomplishing  this. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-General, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863 — 1 a.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chattanooga : 

Major-General  Hooker  directs  me  to  inform  the  major-general 
commanding  that  he  has  moved  all  his  force  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Geary,  at  Wauhatchie.  Ho  report  has  been  received  from 
General  Geary,  but  heavy  firing  in  that  direction  indicates  that  he 
has  been  attacked. 

Very  respectfully, 

DAHL.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


General  Thomas: 


October  29,  1863—1.15  a.  m. 


Heavy  fire  raging  between  this  and  Wauhatchie. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-  General, 


October  29,  1863—1.45  a.  m. 

General  Turchin; 

Leave  one  regiment  of  your  eight  regiments  in  position  and  move 
the  rest  of  the  regiments  down  to  the  gorge,  and  go  down  there  in 
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person  and  take  command  of  all  the  troops  there.  I will  be  at 
General  Hazen’s  headquarters.  You  can  communicate  with  me  by 
signal  from  this  rpoint]  or  by  sending  up  the  mountain. 

^ W.  F.  SMITH, 

Brig  adier->  General, 


October  29,  1863—2.20  a.  m. 

General  Thomas: 

A brisk  engagement  has  been  and  is  now  going  on  in  the  vicinity 
of  Wauhatchie,  and  General  Hooker  has  moved  part  of  his  force 
down. 

W.  B.  HAZEH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


General  Thomas: 

Fight  still  raging  furiously. 


October  29,  1863—2.30  a.  m. 

Think  we  are  being  driven  a little. 
W.  C.  WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


' Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  October  29,  1863 — 3 a.  m. 

General  Whitaker  and  Colonel  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Officers  of  Brigades,  near  Brownes  Ferry  Bridge  : 
Major-General  Hooker  directs  me  to  say  that,  in  accordance  with 
instructions  received  from  Major-General  Thomas,  you  would  be 
ready  to  move  to  his  support.  He  desires  that  your  commands  move 
up  and  report  to  him. 

Very  respectfully, 

DAHL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863 — 3 a.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chattomooga : 

General  Hooker  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  called  up  the  bri- 
gades of  General  Whitaker  and  Colonel  Mitchell ; that  the  enemy 
has  been  foiled  in  his  attempt  thus  far  to  break  the  line.  We  have 
prisoners  from  two  brigades  of  LongstreeFs  corps.  They  state  that 
two  divisions,  or  all  of  Longstreet’s  corps  that  are  here,  have  crossed, 
their  aim  being  to  prevent  the  opening  of  this  line.  Reports  come 
in  of  sounds  and  commands  as  if  massing  and  forming  troops.  The 
general  anticipates  from  this  and  what  the  prisoners  say  a renewal  of 
enemy’s  attack  at  daylight.  He  would  like  to  have  .signal  officers 
sent  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

DAHL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 
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October  29,  1863—3  a.  m. 

General  Turchin  : 

Yon  need  not  remove  that  regiment  if  you  have  not  already  done 
so. 

W.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-  Generalo 


October  29,  1863—3.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  Mitchell, 

At  General  WJiitalcer^s: 

You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  proceed  at  a moment’s 
notice  to  the  support  of  General  Hooker. 

THOMAS, 

General, 


General  Whitaker: 


October  29,  1863—3.30  a.  m. 


The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  to  Brown’s  Ferry 
with  your  command,  except  your  battery  and  proper  support  for  it. 
Send  this  order  also  to  Colonel  Mitchell.  Obey  a call  from  General 
Hooker  if  one  should  come  for  aid. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General. 


Department  Headquarters, 

October  29,  1863—3.50  a.  m. 

General  Whitaker  : 

Send  a staff  officer  to  Brown’s  Ferry  to  ascertain  if  you  are  needed, 
and  if  so  move  down  at  once.  ‘ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


General  Thomas  : 


October  29,  1863—4  a.  m. 


Fight  abated.  From  sound  enemy  appear  to  hold  Kelley’s  Gap, 
our  troops  having  been  apparently  driven  toward  Wauhatchie. 
They  have  made  an  assault  in  direction  of  Smith’s  left,  and  have 
been  repulsed.  Do  not  know  the  troops.  Judge  from  the  sound. 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 

* Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps,. 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863 — 4 a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  Hooker  directs  me  to  say  that  if  you  hear  firing  or  fight- 
ing on  your  left,  it  will  probably  be  General  Schurz  pushing  out  to 
join  you.  If  you  have  to  change  position  from  the  developments 


Char  XLIU.] 


REOPENING  OF  THE  TENNESSEE  RBTER. 


63 


before  or  after  daylight,  aim  to  fight  in^  this  direction,  but  bear  in 
mind  if  it  should  be  necessary,  which  is  not  anticipated,  that  you 
have  a line  open  via  Kelley’s  Ferry  to  Brown’s  Ferry  Bridge  and 
Chattanooga.  Schurz  should  be  up  with  you  by  the  time  this  reaches 
you. 

Very  respectfully, 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


October  29,  1863—4.20  a.  m. 

General  Whitaker  : 

Send  a staff  officer  to  Brown’s  Ferry  to  ascertain  if  you  are  needed, 
and  if  so  move  down  at  once. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

• Major-General, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 
Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863 — 6.45  a.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chattanooga : 

General  Hooker  directs  me  to  say  that  the  brigades  of  General 
Whitaker  and  Colonel  Mitchell,  ordered  up  at  3 a.  m.,  have  not  yet 
reported. 

Very  respectfully, 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Bowden’s  House,  October  29,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Army  Corps : 

General  : My  command  is  almost  without  ammunition.  Please 
have  some  sent  me,  say  70,000  rounds.  One  brigade  of  General 
Schurz’s  has  reported  to  me  and  been  placed  in  position;  the  balance 
of  his  division  is  located  in  the  motintain,  and,  I believe,  is  going  to 
remain  there. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier- General,  U,  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 
Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  2^,  1863 — 7.10  a.‘m. 

Brigadier-General  Geary  : 

Yours  of  7 a.  m.  received.  Another  brigade  of  General  Schurz’s  has 
been  sent  you.  With  these  you  can  relieve  some  of  your  regiments 
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that  are  exhausted  and  out  of  ammunition.  Also  another  brigade 
from  Chattanooga.  What  ammunition  we  have  has  been  sent  for- 
ward, and  is  by  this  time  up  to  the  mountains  where  General  Tyn- 
dale’s  brigade  is  posted,  where  you  can  get  it.  When  all  these  troops 
arrive  detach  a regiment  to  go  and  escort  up  the  supply  train  3 miles 
back  toward  Whiteside’s.  Is  your  rear  toward  Whiteside’s  open? 
Can  you  send  down  in  Lookout  Creek  Valley  and  find  out  anything 
for  us  concerning  the  enemy,  with  scouts  or  otherwise? 

Very  respectfully, 

DANL.  BUTTEKFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staffs 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 
Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863 — 7.45  a.  m. 

Major-General  REYNOLDSj 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chattanooga : 

The  position  now  held  and  being  intrenched  by  General  Geary 
this  side  of  Wauhatchie,  at  the  forks  of  Kelley’s  Ferry  and  Chatta- 
nooga roads,  should  have  the  supervision  of  a competent  engineer  to 
locate  lines  and  works  in  the  most  advantageous  manner;  the  position 
is  a very  important  one.  I have  no  engineer  officer  in  the  command. 
I have  to  request  that  one  may  be  sent  out  here  at  once. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 
Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863 — 8.20  a.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chattanooga: 

General  Schurz  reports  large  columns  of  the  enemy  seen  to  march, 
down  along  Lookout  Creek,  and  then,  turning  to  the  right,  march- 
ing up  the  mountain.  Is  it  not  possible  to  injure  them  from  the 
Moccasin  Point  or  other  batteries  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  ? 
The  prisoners  captured  last  night  on  the  ridge  carried  by  Smith’s 
brigade  are  sent  in  herewith. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters, 
October  29,  1863—11  a.  m. 

General  Whitaker: 

Report  any  change  of  pickets  on  ijookout  Mountain. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General, 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

•Lookout  Valley y Tenn.,  October  29,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Cruft  : 

Major-General  Hooker  directs  that  yon  cross  yonr  command  at 
Shellmonnd,  if  the  bridge  is  still  there,  and  move  it  up  to  this 
point. 

Very  respectfully,  &:c., 

DANE.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  October  2d,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m 

Brigadier-General  Cruft, 

Rankings  Ferry : 

Please  cross  your  command  at  Shellmound  before  bridge  is  re- 
moved, and  march  it  to  join  General  tiooker  here,  near  Wauhatchie. 
A train  of  wagons  will  be  to-morrow  at  Shellmound  laden  with  sup- 
plies, for  which  you  will  please  furnish  an  escort.  If  the  bridge  is 
removed  at  Shellmound  before  you  can  cross  your  force  at  Rankin’s 
by  it,  march  your  command  to  Kelley’s  Ferry,  where  the  bridge  is  to 
be  sent,  and  cross  it  there,  moving  up  to  join  here. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

DAHL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Bowden's  House,  October  29,  1863—3.30  p.m. 

Commanding  Officer  Advance  Forces : 

Sir  : Bring  your  command  to  this  point  as  rapidly  as  possible.  We 
need  re-enforcements.  Guard  well  your  right  flank.  Rowden’s 
house  is  at  the  intersection  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Brown’s  Ferry 
by  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary : 

THOS.  H.  ELLIOTT, 
Cajptain,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Reynolds: 


October  29,  1863—5  p.  m. 


See  no  change  on  the  enemy’s  front  or  picket  lines.  As  many  are 
visible  now  as  this  time  last  evening.  I have  sent  for  the  Kinety- 
ninth  Ohio  from  the  island  to  strengthen  my  pickets.  Shall  I stay 
here  or  go  to  the  regiments  re-enforcing  General  Hooker  ? 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  20,  1863 — 6 p.  m 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Cruft, 

Shellmound  via  Bridgeport 

(Care  Colonel  Le  Due) : 

Leave  one  company  at  Rankin’s  Ferry  to  guard  the  supplies  now 
there.  Leave  one  brigade  and  your  battery  at  Shellmound,  where 
you  will  cross  your  whole  command  to  the  south  side  of  river.  Go 
with  one  brigade  and  Flooker’s  battery  to  Whiteside’s  and  report  to 
General  Hooker. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


General  Hooker  : 


Department  Headquarters, 

October  29,  1863. 


General  Cruft  has  been  ordered  to  leave  a battery  and  a brigade  at 
Shellmound,  and  to  move  to  Whiteside’s  with  his  other  brigade  and 
your  battery,  and  report  to  you. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

' Major-General. 


October  29,  1863—7.05  p.  m. 

General  Whitaker: 

You  can  remain  at  your  headquarters  to-night,  but  be  prepared 
to  cross  the  river  in  case  of  an  attack. 

THOMAS, 

General. 

I 


October  29,  1863—7.25  p.  m. 
Signal  Officer  at  General  Whitaker^ s Headquarters: 

In  which  direction  did  you  see  the  rebel  troops  move  this  p.  m.  ? 
Toward  Missionary  Ridge  or  Lookout  Mountain  ? Answer  imme- 
diately. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Signal  Corps, 

October  29,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds: 

General  : The  officer  on  signal  station  opposite  Lookout,  at  Fort 
Whitaker,  reports  the  following  : 

Heavy  columns  of  rebel  troops  have  been  passing  across  Chatta- 
nooga Valley  from  right  (our  right)  to  left.  Were  seen  to  pass  front 
of  General  Baird’s  division.  They  occupied  half  an  hour  in  passing 
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one  point.  He  estimates  the  number  at  about  that  of  a division. 
No  artillery  with  them.  Battery  No.  5 opened  upon  them.  Could 
see  them  as  they  passed  the  dilferent  openings  until  they  entered  the 
woods  at  a point  he  judges  to  be  opposite  General  Rousseau’s  com- 
mand. This  was  at  about  12  m. 

Respectfully, 

W.  E.  SHERIDAN, 
Captain,  and  Acting-.  Signal  Officer. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Bowden’s  House,  October  29,  1863 — 7.25  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staffi,  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Army  Corps: 

General  : Two  brigades  of*  Schurz’s  division  are  now  here,  one 
having  reported  at  7 o’clock.  I have  placed  it  in  position.  Have 
received  11,000  rounds  of  ammunition  from  General  Howard.  Will 
send  for  more  to  the  place  where  General  Tyndale  is  located.  My 
rear  toward  Whiteside’s  is  open.  I am  looking  for  two  of  my  regi- 
ments and  the  other  section  of  my  battery,  which  are  reported  near 
with  the  supply  train.  I will  send  out  scouts  down  Lookout  Creek 
Valley.  Cavalry  would  be  very  useful. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respecfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


October  29,  1863—7.50  p.  m. 

General  Thomas  : 

Rebel  troops  were  moving  about  northeast.  They  were  twenty- 
seven  minutes  in  passing  a given  point. 

WOOD, 

Lieidenant,  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


Bridgeport,  October  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staffi: 

The  Paint  Rock  left  Brown’s  Ferry  at  6.30  o’clock  this  morning; 
arrived  here  at  twenty  minutes  to  12.  She  came  down  nicely.  In 
rounding  Lookout  Point  last  night  she  was  fired  into,  doing  no 
serious  daniage.  A hole  was  made  in  one  of  the  steam  pipes,  which 
will  be  repaired,  calked.  Also  loaded  with  provisions  and  started  back 
for  Brown’s  Ferry.  She  will  tow  scows  to  Kelley’s  Ferry.  The  crabs 
at  the  Suck  for  hauling  over  are  still  there,  and  apparently  in  good 
order.  They  ought  to  be  guarded  at  once,  as  the  boat  cannot  get  up 
without  them,  and  one  of  the  prisoners  on  the  boat  said  the  rebels  were 
going  to  destroy  [them.  ] A force  should  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Suck, 
the  Pot  and  Pan,  to  prevent  small  boats  of  the  enemy  from  keeping 
the  boats  back. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 
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Ordees.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  November  1,  1863. 

The  general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F. 
Smith  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  expedition  under  his  command, 
consisting  of  the  brigades  of  Brigadier- Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen, 
the  boat  parties  under  Col.  T.  B.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Volun- 
teers, and  the  pioneer  bridge  party.  Captain  Fox,  Michigan  Engi- 
neers, for  the  skill  and  cool  gallantry  displayed  in  securing  a per- 
manent lodgment  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at  Brown’s  Ferry, 
and  in  putting  in  position  the  pontoon  bridge,  on  the  night  of  the 
26th  instant.  The  successful  execution  of  this  duty  was  attended 
with  the  most  important  results  in  obtaining  a safe  and  easy  com 
munication  with  Bridgeport  and  shortening  our  line  of  supplies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas: 

C.  GODDAED, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  'Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


General  Orders,  } Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  265.  C Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  7,  1863. 

The  recent  movements,  resulting  in  the  establishment  of  a new 
and  short  line  of  communication  with  Bridgeport,  and  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  were  of  so  brilliant  a character  as  to 
deserve  special  notice. 

The  skill  and  cool  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  composing  the 
expedition  under  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  con- 
sisting of  the  brigades  of  Brigadier-Generals  Turchin  and  Hazen, 
the  boat  parties  under  Colonel  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  V olunteers, 
and  the  pontoniers  under  Captain  Fox,  Michigan  Engineers  and 
Mechanics,  in  effecting  a permanent  lodgment  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  deserve  the  highest  praise. 

The  column  under  Major-General  Hooker,  which  took  possession 
of  the  line  from  Bridgeport  to  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  deserve 
great  credit  for  their  brilliant  success  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
every  position  which  they  attacked.  The  bayonet  charge,  made  by 
the  troops  of  General  Howard,  up  a steep  and  difficult  hill,  over  200 
feet  high,  completely  routing  the  enemy  and  driving  him  from  his 
barricades  on  its  top,  and  the  repulse,  by  General  Geary’s  command, 
of  greatly  superior  numbers,  who  attempted  to  surprise  him,  will 
rank  among  the  most  distinguished  feats  of  arms  of  this  war. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  : 

C.  GODDAED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  2. 

Dispatches  of  Charles  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 

Eashvillb,  Tenn., 

October  21,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 

I arrived  here  at  10  last  night,  and  return  south  with  Grant  this 
morning.  Our  train  narrowly  escaped  destruction  at  a point  about 
8 miles  from  here.  A tie  had  been  inserted  in  a cattle  guard  to 
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throw  the  train  down  an  embankment,  but  it  had  been  calculated 
for  a train  going  south,  and  ours  broke  it  off  without  damage.  The 
■purpose  apparently  was  to  destroy  Grant  on  his  way  to  Bridgeport. 
^ ^ [C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn., 

October  23,  1863. 

No  change  in  the  situation  here.  Ten  days’  rations  on  hand. 
Thomas  firmly  resolved  to  hold  at  all  events.  Rain  heavy  since  mid- 
night and  roads  worse  to-day  than  yesterday. 

An  immediate  movement  for  the  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain 
and  Lookout  Valley  is  indispensable,  but  Hooker,  though  ordered 
ten  days  since  to  concentrate  his  forces  for  the  purpose,  has  not  done 
so,  but  waits  on  the  ground  that  his  wagons  have  not  arrived  from 
Nashville.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  about  one  hundred  have  ar- 
rived, and,  besides,  Thomas  will  not  allow  him  to  take  any  wagons 
at  all  in  this  movement.  But  Hooker  seems  to  show  no  zeal  in  the 
enterprise.  It  will  necessarily  wait  somewhat  for  the  arrival  of 
Grant,  who  was  not  able  to  make  the  whole  distance  of  55  miles  on 
horseback  yesterday,  but  will  get  in  before  night. 

The  interior  line  of  fortifications  is  so  far  advanced  that  General 
Smith  tells  me  only  one  day’s  work  more  is  needed  to  make  them 
tenable,  and  the  place  temporarily  safe  with  a garrison  of  10,000  men, 
though  the  works  will  still  be  far  from  finished.  The  pontoons  are 
done  for  a bridge  across  to  Lookout  Valley  as  soon  as  Hooker  has 
moved  into  that  position. 

The  change  in  command  is  received  with  satisfaction  by  all  intel- 
ligent officers  so  far  as  I can  ascertain.  The  sentiment  of  the  troops 
I do  not  yet  know  about.  Of  course  Rosecrans  has  many  friends 
who  are  unable  to  conceive  why  he  is  relieved,  and  these  report 
he  is  to  command  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  change  at  head- 
quarters here  is  already  strikingly  perceptible.  Order  prevails  in- 
stead of  universal  chaos.  General  Thomas  thinks  enemy  are  mov- 
ing up  against  Burnside. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
October  23,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

Among  the  officers  who  most  resolutely  required  the  relief  of 
Crittenden  and  McCook  was  General  Palmer.  It  appears  that  he 
expected  to  succeed  Crittenden,  for  on  the  consolidation  he  resigned. 
Now  that  the  Fourteenth  Corps  has  to  receive  a new  commander  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  Palmer’s  resignation  be  accepted. 
This  will  leave  Reynolds  the  ranking  major-general  in  this  army 
next  to  Rousseau,  who  is  so  unfit  that  he  cannot  be  considered. 

[C.  A,  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Chattanooga, 

' October  24,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

Grant  arrived  last  night,  wet,  dirty,  and  well.  He  is  just  going 
to  reconnoiter  an  important  position  which  General  Smith  has  dis- 
covered at  the  month  of  Lookout  Valley,  and  which  will  he  occupied 
from  here  simultaneously  with  Hooker’s  occupation  of  Raccoon 
Mountain.  This  movement  will  probably  take  place  within  three 
days. 

STo  demonstration  from  the  enemy.  Deserters  report  that  Long- 
street’s  men  have  all  just  received  new  clothing,  and  are  going  away, 
either  up  the  river  or  to  Virginia.  Breckinridge’s  division  goes 
with  them. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[C.  A.  DANA.] 


Chattanooga, 
October  24,  1863 — 9 p.  m. 

There  is  good  evidence  that  rebels  are  moving  in  large  force  toward 
Cleveland.  Heavy  railroad  trains  go  up  and  light  ones  return.  No 
doubt  Longstreet  is  now  going  to  Kingston. 

This  army  is  unable  to  act  for  want  of  animals,  but  the  movement 
will  facilitate  the  opening  of  the  Tennessee. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga, 
October  24,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 


The  movement  of  the  enemy  to  our  left  has  obliged  Grant  to  order 
Sherman  up  toward  Stevenson,  leaving  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad  east  of  Bear  Creek  unfinished.  It  is  indispensable  to  be 
able  to  hold  McMinnville  and  have  force  ready  to  march  north  to 
cover  Nashville. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[C.  A.  DANA.] 


Chattanooga, 
October  25,  1863—11  a.  m. 

Deserters  who  came  in  this  morning  report  that  Cheatham’s  old 
division,  forming  part  of  his  present  corps,  is  now  at  Charleston  on 
the  Hiwassee.  It  is  also  reported  that  5,000  rebel  mounted  infantry 
have  crossed  the  Tennessee  above  Washington,  but  this  needs  con- 
firmation. I am  going  over  to  Bridgeport  to  observe  General  Hook- 
or’s  movement  to  Raccoon  Mountain,  in  which  he  has  so  far  mani- 
fested a surprising  unreadiness.  The  precise  time  for  his  advance  is 
not  yet  fixed,  but  it  will  probably  be  to-morrow  night. 

Palmer’s  division  moved  from  here  last  night  on  its  way  to  Ran- 
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kin’s  Ferry,  where  it  will  cross  the  Tennessee  to  co-operate  with 
Hooker. 

The  force  which  will  cross  at  Brown’s  Ferry  to  occupy  tlie  mam- 
elon,  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley,  will  consist  of  three  brigades, 
of  which  the  first,  under  Hazen,  will  proceed  to  the  spot  in  the  pon- 
toons, of  which  the  bridge  to  be  thrown  across  there  will  be  com- 
posed. The  other  two  march,  the  distance  being  about  4 miles,  and 
all  are  to  be  on  the  ground  before  daylight  Tuesday  morning. 

This  expedition  to  Lookout  Valley  will  probably  be  commanded 
by  General  Smith.  Reconnaissance  yesterday  showed  the  rebels 
have  only  a cavalry  picket  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  no  force  on  the 
mamelon.  Cold ; cloudy ; no  rain. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga, 
October  25,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 

Careful  inquiry  through  the  army  discloses  nothing  but  general 
satisfaction  at  recent  changes.  Officers  generally  feel  that  continu- 
ance of  Rosecrans  in  command  was  the  destruction  of  the  army,  and 
no  men  could  be  found  in  whom  all  would  feel  so  much  confidence 
as  in  Thomas  and  Grant. 

Howard  now  occupies  Shellmound,  and  has  found  one  locomotive 
and  three  freight  cars  on  the  railroad  there  in  working  order.  We 
have  rebel  papers  to  the  23d.  Jeff.  Davis  was  at  Selma  on  the 
18th.  He  unqualifiedly  sustains  Bragg.  Returns  from  Georgia 
election  show  that  in  105  counties  only  25,800  votes  were  cast,  in- 
cluding the  army  vote.  All  complain  loudly  of  scarcity  of  provis- 
ions, and  predict  terrible  suffering  among  the  poor  during  the  com- 
ing winter.  Pleasant. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Bridgeport, 
October  26,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

The  movement  for  the  occupation  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  Look- 
out Valley  was  to  have  begun  this  morning.  Everything  is  ready 
at  Chattanooga,  and  Palmer  will  be  at  Rankin’s  Ferry  in  season,  but 
Hooker  is  behindhand  and  it  is  postponed  till  to-morrow.  The 
forces  sent  from  here  are  Howard’s  two  divisions  and  Geary’s,  10,000 
men  in  all. 

Our  advices  from  Lookout  indicate  that  the  rebels  have  withdrawn 
from  the  valley  and  from  the  top  of  the  mountain,  keeping  only  a 
small  force  at  Stevens’  and  Cooper’s  Gaps  and  Hickajack  Trace. 
Their  pickets  were  also  much  diminished  last  evening  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  on  the  Chattanooga  side.  They  have  gone  up  the  rail- 
road after  Burnside  on  the  west.  The  steam-boat  Wlding  here  will 
be  ready  to  run  within  three  days.  Cloudy ; rain  threatened. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Bridgeport, 

Octoher  27,  1863—6.30  a.  m. 

Troops  are  now  just  moving  out  for  Sliellmonnd  and  Kaccoon 
Mountain.  No  evidence  to  show  that  the  rebels  will  oppose  the  un- 
dertaking. Hooker  came  here  from  Stevenson  last  night.  He  is  in 
an  unfortunate  state  of  mind  for  one  who  has  to  co-operate,  fault 
finding,  criticising,  dissatisfied.  No  doubt  the  chaos  of  Rosecrans’ 
administration  is  as  bad  as  he  describes,  but  he  is  quite  as  truculent 
toward  the  plan  he  is  now  to  execute  as  toward  the  impotence  and 
confusion  of  the  old  regime, 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Whiteside’s  Valley, 

October  27,  1863 — 4.30  p.  m. 

The  advance  of  Hooker  has  just  reached  here.  A rebel  cavalry 
picket  fled  on  our  approach.  Two  captured  report  no  considerable 
force  in  the  valley.  No  reason  to  doubt  that  communication  will  be 
opened  with  Chattanooga  to-morrow.  Cloudy. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War.  , 


Chattanooga, 
October  28,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 

Everything  perfectly  successful.  The  river  is  now  open,  and  a 
short  and  good  road  in  our  possession  along  the  south  shore.  We 
had  an  insignificant  skirmish  near  Wauhatchie.  The  great  success, 
however,  is  General  Smith’s  operation  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Val- 
ley. Its  brilliancy  cannot  be  exaggerated. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga, 
October  29,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 

On  reaching  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley  yesterday  afternoon, 
Hooker  encamped  Howard’s  corps  at  the  west  base  of  the  range  of 
five  mamelons  or  hills  occupied  and  fortified  by  General  Smith,  while 
he  encamped  Geary’s  division  at  W auhatchie,  fully  2i  miles  distant. 
These  positions  not  only  invited  attack  from  the  enemy,  who  could 
see  everything  from  the  top  of  Lookout  Mountain,  but  were  very 
bad  for  the  defense  of  the  valley,  and  General  Hazen,  commanding 
the  forces  on  the  mamelons,  went  to  General  Hooker  and  endeavored 
to  get  him  to  take  up  a compact  line  across  the  valley,  and  to  bring 
all  his  forces  together.  But  being  confident  the  enemy  would  not 
disturb  him.  Hooker  refused  to  change  his  dispositions.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  about  12  p.  m.  rebels  fell  upon  Geary,  seeking 
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to  crush  and  capture  him  before  succor  could  he  brought  up.  The 
moonlight  was  almost  as  bright  as  day,  and  Geary  haying  strong- 
pickets  out  got  timely  warning.  The  fight  was  very  furious.  How- 
ard, marching  to  the  relief  of  Geary,  was  heavily  struck  in  the  flank, 
but  his  corps  behaved  splendidly,  and  finally  effected  its  junction 
with  Geary.  The  enemy  was  successfully  repulsed,  and  withdrew 
at  4 a.  m.  Our  loss  in  killed  is  reported  as  small,  but  we  had  many 
wounded.  No  further  details  yet  received.  Two  brigades  from  here 
have  gone  this  morning  to  support  Hooker,  and  Grant  and  Thomas 
are  now  there.  The  mamelons  are  also  occupied  by  the  brigades  of 
Hazen  and  Turchin,  temporarily  under  Smith. 

No  part  of  Palmer’s  division  has  yet  got  across  the  Tennessee,  it 
having  proved  impossible  to  uiove  the  pontoon  bridge  above  Shell- 
mound,  while  Palmer  had  marched  to  Rankin’s  Ferry.  This  force 
will,  however,  join  Hooker  to-night,  making  in  all  25,000  men  in 
Lookout  Valley.  Prisoners  report  Longstreet’s  whole  corps  there. 
Hooker  is  hard  at  work  intrenching.  No  news  from  enemy  up 
river. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[C.  A.  DANA.] 


Chattanooga, 

• October  29,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 

General  Grant  desires  me  to  request  for  him  that  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H. 
Wilson,  of  his  staff,  captain  of  Engineers,  be  appointed  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers.  Grant  wants  him  to  command  cavalry,  for 
which  he  possesses  uncommon  qualifications.  Knowing  Wilson 
thoroughly,  I heartily  indorse  the  application. 

^ Grant  also  wishes  to  have  both  Hooker  and  Slocum  removed  from 
his  command,  and  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  consolidated  un- 
der Howard.  He  would  himself  order  Hooker  and  Slocum  away, 
but  hesitates  because  they  have  just  been  sent  here  by  the  President. 
Besides,  I think  he  would  rather  prefer  that  so  serious  a proceeding 
should  ^ come  from  headquarters.  Hooker  has  behaved  badly  ever 
since  his  arrival,  and  Slocum  has  just  sent  in  a very  disorderly  com- 
munication, stating  that  when  he  came  here  it  was  under  promise 
that  he  should  not  have  to  serve  under  Hooker,  whom  ho  neither  re- 
gards with  confidence  as  an  officer  nor  respects  as  a man.  Altogether 
Grant  feels  that  their  presence  here  is  replete  with  both  trouble  and 
danger ; besides,  the  smallness  of  the  two  corps  requires  their  con- 
solidation, and  even  after  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  troops  to 
make  the  numbers  of  the  new  consolidated  corps  respectable. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga, 
October  29,  1863 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Enemy  have  continued  firing  all  day  from  four  guns  which  they 
have  placed  on  top  of  Lookout  Mountain.  The  only  effect  of  their 
shells  has  been  the  wounding  of  3 men.  They  have  also  thrown  up 
works  at  the  west  base  of  the  mountain.  We  have  also  thrown  up 
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rifle-pits  and  epanlements  in  Lookout  Valley.  Precise  number  of 
casualties  in  last  night’s  battle  not  yet  reported,  but  as  nearly  as  I 
can  ascertain  the  killed  are  about  70  ; the  wounded,  200.  The  new 
steam-boat  Chattanooga,  just  finished  at  Bridgeport,  landed  her  first 
cargo  to-day  at  Rankin’s  Ferry,  and  will  land  another  at  Kelley’s 
Ferry  to-morrow.  The  distance  from  the  last-named  place  to  Chat- 
tanooga is  10  miles ; road  excellent.  As  soon  as  her  powers  are  well 
ascertained  she  will  try  to  come  up  through  the  Suck  and  other  dan- 
gers of  the  river  to  Brown’s  Ferry,  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga, 
October  30,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

The  steamboat  Paint  Rock  passed  down  from  the  landing  here  to 
Brown’s  Ferry  shortly  after  midnight  last  night.  In  passing  Look- 
out Mountain  she  was  fired  at  by  musketry,  and  the  cannon  on  the 
summit  gave  her  a few  shots,  but  neither  boat  nor  crew  suffered  in- 
jury. This  boat  can  bring  200  tons  of  freight  to  Brown’s  Ferry  land- 
ing daily.  Rain  this  morning,  but  we  have  the  river.  As  soon  as 
the  gaps  in  Raccoon  Mountain  are  fortified,  Chattanooga  will  be 
absolutely  safe. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  3. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  under  Maj.  Gen. 
Joseph  Hooker,  at  Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  October  28-29,  1863. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c,] 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

ELEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  0.  Howard. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Adolph  von  Steinwehb. 

First  Brigade.* 

Col.  Adolphus  Buschbeck. 

134t]i  New  York 

1 Npw  York 

1 

1 

7.3d  Ppnnsylv.‘5,nifl.  

1 

1 

Total  First  Brigade 

2 



2 

* In  reserve. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  &c. — Continued. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

d 

1 

tc 

i 

o 

d 

o 

a 

G 

2 

o 

s 

o 

d 

<u 

a 

'd 

'3 

a 

O 

d 

« 

a 

-c 

w 

;=i 

W 

Second  Brigade. 

Col,  Orland  Smith. 

33d  Massachusetts 

3 

23 

2 

5 

56 

4 

1 

88 

6 

136th  New  York 

55th  Ohio  * 

73d  Ohio 

1 

11 

5 

50 

1 

68 

Total  Second  Brigade 

4 

36 

10 

no 

2 

162 

Total  Second  Division 

4 

36 

10 

112 

2 

164 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hector  Tyndale. 

101st  Illinois 

45th  New  York 

143d  New  York 

61st  Ohio  

82d  Ohio 

Total  First  Brigade 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Wladimir  Krzyzanowski. 

.58th  New  York 

119th  New  York 

141st  New  York i ■ 

26  th  Wisconsin 

Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Frederick  Hecker. 

80th  Illinois 

1 

68th  New  York 

75th  Pennsylvania 

Total  Third  Brigade 

Total  Third  Division  t 

1 

2 

3 

24 

7 

37 

CAVALRY. 

1st  Alabama 

5th  Tennessee,  Company  G 

1 2 

1 

3 

Total  Eleventh  Armv  Corps 

5 40 

13 

137 

9 

204 

TWELFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

SECOND  DIVLSION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary. 

Staff 

2 

2 

* On  picket. 

f Losses  by  regiments  not  fully  reported  in  detail. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces,  cfcc.— Continued. 


Command. 

\ 

KUled. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

t 

<0 

o 

s 

O 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

« 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  George  A.  Cobham,  Jr. 

Staff 

1 

1 

7 

32 

46 

29th  Pennsylvania 

1 

4 

6 

5 

22 

31 

1 

4 

1 

109th  Pennsylvania 

1 

2 

1 

6 

111th  Pennsylvania 

Total  Second  Brigade 

3 

11 

8 

58 

6 

86 

Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene. 

Staff 

1 

1 

2 

90 

13 

78th  New  York 

2 

72 

11 

137th  New  York 

15 

1 

3 

1 

149th  New  York 

Total  Third  Brigade 

16 

5 

85 

106 

Artillery. 

Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  E (two  sections) 

Total  Second  Division 

1 

2 

1 

18 

22 

4 

29 

16 

161 

6 

Total  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Army  Corps* 

9~ 

29 

298 

15 

4^ 

OFFICERS  KILLED  OB  MORTALLY  WOUNDED. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lieut.  Joseph  P.  Burrage,  33d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  James  HiU  33d  infantry. 

Lieut.  Oswego  Jones,  33d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  P.  Mudge,  33d  Infantry. 


OHIO. 


Capt.  William  H.  McGroarty,  61st  Infantry. 
Capt.  Luther  lii.  Buchwalter,  73d  Intantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Capt.  Charles  A.  Atwell,  Battery  E,  Light  Artillery. 
Lieut.  Edward  R.  Geary,  Battery  E,  Light  Artillery. 
Lieut.  James  Glendening,  109th  Infantry. 

Maj.  John  A.  Boyle,  111th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Marvin  D.  Pettit,  111th  Infantry. 


*In  addition  to  the  casualties  contained  in  this  table,  the  command  of  General 
William  F.  Smith,  in  its  operations  at  Brown  A Ferry,  suffered  the  loss  of  4 Idlled 
and  17  wounded,  a total  of  21,  For  detailed  statement  see  Smith’s  report,  p.  77. 
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Beport  of  Brig.  Qen.  William  F.  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engi- 
neer, Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland,  Office  of  Chf.  Engr., 

Chattanooga,  November  4,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  for  making  a lodgment  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  at 
Brown’s  Ferry  : 

On  the  19th  of  October,  I was  instructed  by  General  Rosecrans  to 
reconn oiter  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams’  Island,  with  a view 
to  making  the  island  a cover  for  a steamboat  landing  and  store- 
houses, and  began  the  examination  near  the  lower  end  of  the  island. 
Following  the  river  up,  I found  on  the  opposite  bank,  above  the  head 
of  the  island,  a sharp  range  of  hills,  whose  base  was  washed  by  the 
river.  This  range  extended  up  the  river  nearly  to  Lookout  Creek, 
and  was  broken  at  Brown’s  Ferry  by  a narrow  gorge,  through  which 
ran  the  road  to  the  old  ferry,  and  also  flowed  a small  creek.  The 
valley  between  this  ridge  of  hills  and  Raccoon  Mountain  was  narrow, 
and  a lodgment  effected  there  would  give  us  the  command  of  the 
Kelley’s  Ferry  road,  and  seriously  interrupt  the  communications 
of  the  enemy  up  Lookout  Valley  and  down  to  the  river  on  Raccoon 
Mountain.  The  ridge  seemed  thinly  picketed,  and  the  evidences 
were  against  the  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  valley  by  a large  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  it  seemed  quite  possible  to  take  by  surprise  what 
could  not  have  been  carried  by  assault,  if  heavily  occupied  by  an 
opposing  force. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  geographical  division,  and 
the  major-general  commanding  the  department,  visited  with  me  the 
ferry  a few  days  after  this  reconnaissance,  and  were  agreed  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  position  by  itself,  and  especially  in  connection  with 
the  movements  to  be  made  from  Bridgeport  to  open  the  river,  and  I 
was  directed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  expedition 
to  effect  the  lodgment.  To  do  this,  50  pontoons,  with  oars,  to  carry  a 
crew  and  25  armed  men,  were  prepared,  and  also  2 flat-boats,  carry- 
ing 40  and  75  men.  The  force  detailed  for  the  expedition  consisted 
of  the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Turchin  and  Brigadier-General 
Hazen,  with  three  batteries,  to  be  posted  under  the  direction  of 
Major  Mendenhall,  assistant  to  General  Brannan,  chief  of  artillery. 

Sunday,  the  25th  of  October,  I was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  expedition,  and  the  troops  were  distributed  as  follows : Fifteen 
hundred  men,  under  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  were  to  embark  in 
the  boats  and  pass  down  the  river  a distance  of  about  9 miles,  seven 
of  which  would  be  under  the  fire  of  the  pickets  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  deemed  better  to  take  this  risk  than  to  attempt  to  launch  the 
boats  near  the  ferry,  because  they  would  move  more  rapidly  than 
intelligence  could  be  taken  by  infantry  pickets,  and,  in  addition, 
though  the  enemy  might  be  alarmed,  he  would  not  know  where  the 
landing  was  to  be  attempted,  and  therefore  could  not  concentrate 
with  certainty  against  us.  The  boats  were  called  off  in  sections,  and 
the  points  at  which  each  section  was  to  land  were  carefully  selected 
and  pointed  out  to  the  officers  in  command  and  range  fires  kept 
burning,  lest  in  the  night  the  upper  points  should  be  mistaken.  The 
remainder  of  General  Turchin’s  brigade  and  General  Hazen’s  brigade 
were  marched  across,  and  encamped  in  the  woods  out  of  sight,  near 
the  ferry,  ready  to  move  down  and  cover  the  landing  of  the  boats. 
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and  also  ready  to  embark  so  soon  as  tbe  boats  bad  landed  the  river 
force  and  crossed  to  the  north  side.  The  artillery  was  also  halted  in 
the  woods  during  the  night,  and  was  to  move  down  and  go  into  posi- 
tion as  soon  as  the  boats  had  begun  to  land,  to  cover  the  retirement  of 
our  troops  in  case  of  disaster.  The  equipage  for  the  pontoon  bridge 
was  also  ready  to  be  moved  down  to  the  river  so  soon  as  the  troops  were 
across.  Axes  were  issued  to  the  troops,  to  be  used  in  cutting  abatis 
for  defense  so  soon  as  the  ridge  was  gained.  General  Hazen  was  to 
take  the  gorge  and  the  hills  to  the  left,  while  General  Turchin  was 
to  extend  from  the  gorge  down  the  river. 

The  boats  moved  from  Chattanooga  at  3 a.  m.  on  the  27th,  and, 
thanks  to  a slight  fog  and  the  silence  observed,  they  were  not  dis- 
covered until  about  5 a.  m.,  when  the  first  section  had  landed  at  the 
upper  point,  and  the  second  section  had  arrived  abreast  of  the  picket 
stationed  at  the  gorge.  Here  a portion  of  the  second  section  of  the 
flotilla  failed  to  land  at  the  proper  place,  and,  alarming  the  pickets, 
received  a volley.  Some  time  was  lost  in  effecting  a landing  below 
the  gorge,  and  the  troops  had  hardly  carried  it  before  the  enemy  be- 
gan the  attack.  The  boats  by  this  time  had  recrossed  the  river,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Langdon,  First  Ohio  Volunteers,  in  command 
of  the  remnant  of  the  brigade  of  General  Hazen,  was  rapidly  ferried 
across,  and,  forming  his  men  quickly,  pushed  forward  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  troops  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foy,  Twenty-third  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers,  already  hard  pressed. 

The  skirmish  was  soon  over,  and  General  Turchin,  who  followed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Langdon,  quietly  took  possession  of  the  hills 
assigned  to  him.  So  soon  as  the  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  from 
each  command,  the  axes  were  set  at  work  felling  an  abatis,  and  in 
two  hours  the  command  was  sufiiciently  protected  to  withstand  any  ^ 
attack  which  was  likely  to  be  made.  So  soon  as  the  last  of  the 
troops  were  across,  the  bridge  was  commenced  and  continued  under 
some  shelling  for  an  hour  or  so,  and  was  completed  at  4.30  p.  m., 
under  the  vigorous  and  skillful  superintendence  of  Capt.  P.  V.  Fox, 
First  Michigan  Engineers,  and  Capt.  G.  W.  Dresser,  Fourth  Artil- 
lery. Six  prisoners  were  taken  and  6 rebels  buried  by  our  command, 
and  several  wounded  reported  by  citizens,  and  among  the  wounded 
the  colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  V olunteers.  Twenty  beeves, 

6 pontoons,  a barge,  and  about  2,000  bushels  of  corn  fell  into  our 
possession.  Our  loss  was  6 killed,  23  wounded,  and  9 missing. 

The  artillery  placed  in  position  was  not  used,  but  credit  is  due 
Major  Mendenhall  for  his  promptitude  in  placing  his  guns.  To 
Brigadier-General  Turchin,  Brigadier-General  Hazen,  Colonel  Stan- 
ley, Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  who  had  the  superintendence  of 
the  boats  and  was  zealous  in  his  duty,  and  to  Captain  Fox,  First 
Michigan  Engineers,  all  credit  is  due  for  their  zeal,  coolness,  and 
intelligence.  Captain  Dresser,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Capt.  P C.  F. 
West,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  rendered  every  service  on  my  staff. 
Lieutenants  Klokke,  Fuller,  Hopkins,  and  Brent,  of  the  signal  corps, 
were  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  soon  succeeded  in 
establishing  a line  of  communication  from  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

I inclose  the  reports  of  the  various  commanders.'*' 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General^  Chief  Engineer,  Comdg.  Expedition. 

*Amapof  the  country  in  vicinity  of  Brown’s  Feny,  made  to  accompany  this 
report,  wiU  appear  in  Atlas. 
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[Inclosure.] 

List  of  Casualties*  during  the  action  at  Browii's  Ferry,  October  27,  1863. 


Report  of  Col.  Timothy  R.  Stanley ^ Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : I liave  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the 
forces  under  my  command  during  the  recent  expedition  to  Brown's 
Ferry,  9 miles  by  the  river  below  this  place. 

On  the  25th  instant  I was  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  have  ready 
fifty  pontoon  boats  and  one  ferry-fiat  to  transport  and  ferry  troops ; 
to  organize  parties  to  man  them;  to  superintend,  and  have  all  ready 
to  move  the  following  day.  To  do  this  required  the  building  of  some 
ten  additional  boats  and  the  making  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  oars 
and  row-locks,  all  which  was  being  done  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Fox,  of  the  Michigan  Mechanics  and  Engineers.  I detailed  100 
men  from  my  own  regiment,  under  command  of  Captains  Grosvenor 
and  Cable,  and  requested  details  of  river  men  from  other  regiments, 
which  were  furnished  as  follows : From  the  Thirty-third  Ohio  and 
Second  Ohio,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  McISTeal,  88  men ; from 
the  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Haddow,  and 
from  the  Ninety-second  Ohio,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Stephen- 
son, each  44  men.  I directed  boats’  crews  to  consist  of  1 corporal 
and  4 men,  and  each  two  boats  to  be  under  command  of  a sergeant, 
each  detail  to  be  under  command  of  a commissioned  officer.  I 
afterward  added  a large  fiat,  in  which  I carried  60  men.  The  pon- 
toons each  carried  25  men  besides  the  boats’  crews,  making  in  the 
whole  fieet  fifty-two  boats  and  1,600  men. 

Pfc  was  nearly  night  of  the  26th  before  the  boats  were  all  ready, 
and  far  into  the  night  before  we  were  supplied  with  oars,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  energy  of  the  Michigan  Mechanics  and  Engineers 
we  would  not  have  been  supplied  at  all.  The  boats  were,  however, 
loaded,  and  at  the  appointed  hour,  3 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
27th,  we  left  the  shore  and  rowed  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  pass- 
ing through  the  opening  made  for  us  in  the  pontoon  bridge.  Keeping 
near  the  right  bank,  we  fioated  down  stream  until  the  rear  had  well 
closed  up,  when  we  pulled  steadily  and  silently  under  the  shadow  of 
the  trees  near  the  right  bank,  until  opposite  the  point  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  where  the  current,  setting  strongly  toward  the  mountain, 
threw  us  some  distance  from  shore,  but  we  quickly,  however,  regained 
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OTir  place,  and  thns  glided  past  tlie  enemy’s  pickets  on  tke  left  and 
part  of  our  own  on  the  right  without  being  discovered  by  the  enemy. 
We  were  seen  by  the  enemy  posted  near  Lookout  Creek,  but  after 
some  conversation  among  themselves  they  concluded  it  was  only 
drift.  I had  provided  one  of  the  flats  for  General  Hazen,  and  Cap- 
tain McElroy,  of  the  steamer,  gave  me  a select  crew  to  man  her, 
and  in  that  I took  passage  with  General  Hazen  and  staff,  following 
the  first  boat.  The  moon  was  so  obscured  by  clouds  that  we  were 
favored  in  that  respect,  but  the  perfect  order  and  stillness  with  which 
we  moved  prevented  discovery. 

I had  divided  the  boats  into  two  fleets,  6ne  half  under  direction  of 
Lieutenant  McNeal,  to  make  the  landing  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  the  other 
half  under  Captain  Grosvenor  to  land  at  the  gap  above,  our  guide 
having  pointed  out  to  me  the  two  gaps.  I landed  on  the  right  shore 
above  the  upper  one,  and  gave  directions  to  each  as  they  came  down 
to  make  the  proper  landing,  which  was  easily  done  without  alarming 
the  enemy,  as  the  boats  came  down  close  to  that  shore.  I was  grati- 
fied to  see  how  silently  they  came ; how  well  they  had  obeyed  my 
orders.  The  leading  boat  landing,  the  others  quickly  followed,  all 
unloading  the  armed  men,  who  quickly  gained  the  top  of  the  bank, 
surprising  the  enemy’s  j)ickets,  the  boats  quickly,  according  to  pre- 
vious arrangements,  crossing  to  the  right  shore,  coming  down  and 
up  to  the  Brown’s  Ferry  landing,  which  ]Doint  I had  also  at  this  time 
reached,  where  the  remainder  of  the  forces  were  in  waiting,  who,  be- 
ing properly  counted  off  into  boat  loads,  were  quickly  and  regularly 
loaded,  and  thus  the  whole  force  were  ferried,  5,000  men,  in  less  than 
one  hour.  There  was  no  confusion.  Every  officer  and  man  did  his 
whole  duty,  did  it  fearlessly,  willingly,  and  well,  although  there  was 
sharp  firing  by  the  enemy,  and  bullets  were  flying  thick  both  on  the 
river  and  the  shore  where  we  were  loading  into  the  boats. 

Having  thus  crossed  the  whole  infantry  force,  and  daylight  having 
come  and  my  men  being  exhausted  with  their  efforts,  the  boats  were 
all  tied  up  to  shore  in  line  ready.  I ordered  breakfast  for  most  of  the 
men,  keei^ing,  however,  a sufficient  number  of  boats  running  to  carry 
officers’  messages,  and  gave  directions  to  Captain  Cable  to  fit  up  the 
ferry-fiat,  and  cross  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  he  did,  taking  com- 
mand in  person  under  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  which  had  in  the 
meantime  commenced  throwing  shells  into  our  midst.  While  going 
over  with  the  first  piece  of  artillery,  a shell  passed  a few  feet  over 
their  heads;  a little  farther  on  another  plowed  the  waters  just  above 
and  passed  under  the  boat,  but  neither  the  enemy’s  fire  nor  fatigue 
detained  them  from  their  work.  After  breakfast  and  a short  rest,  I 
was  directed  to  make  a road  up  the  bank,  on  the  south  side,  to  be  ready 
for  the  bridge,  which  was  in  process  of  construction  by  Captain  Fox. 
After  completing  that  work,  thus  relieving  the  armed  men  from 
other  than  their  appropriate  duty,  I ordered  my  men  to  camp,  re- 
maining, however,  in  person  until  nearly  night. 

I am  much  indebted  to  Captain  Grosvenor,  to  whom  I had  intrusted 
much  of  the  details  before  starting,  and  the  immediate  command  of 
the  upper  fleet,  for  the  perfect  manner  in  which  he  carried  out  my 
orders,  and  the  system  and  coolness  displayed  in  the  crossing  and 
landings.  Captain  Cable  and  Lieutenants  McHeal,  Haddow,  and 
Stephenson  were  equally  cool,  ready,  X-)rompt,  and  active.  These  offi- 
cers, without  excex)tion,  obeyed  my  orders  strictly  and  aided  me 
throughout.  Much  of  the  success  which  characterizes  the  expedi- 
tion is  owing  to  their  efforts.  My  thanks  and  commendation  are 
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no  less  due  to  the  brave  men,  the  sergeants,  corporals,  and  privates 
under  their  command,  who  so  gallantly  disregarded  danger  and  put 
forth  their  utmost  strength  to  such  good  purpose.  They  did  not 
. have  arms  in  their  hands  to  repay  the  enemy  in  kind,  nor  charge 
upon  the  enemy  to  excite  and  nerve  them,  but  stern  duty  was  well 
performed  regardless  of  danger. 

I regret  to  record  the  loss  of  3 men  of  the  Thirty-third  Ohio. 
Corpl.  John  W.  Gillilin,  Company  I,  was  killed;  Private  Henry 
Pierce,  Company  B,  mortally  wounded;  Private  Elijah  Conklin, 
Company  C,  slightly  wounded. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  STANLEY, 

Colonel, 

Lieut.  Campbell  Tucker, 

A,  D,  C,  and  A,  A,  A.  G.  to  Chief  Engr.  of  Dept 


No.  6. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps  * 

Until  the  24th  day  of  the  month  the  division  remained  in  camp  at 
Chattanooga,  strengthening  our  defenses,  making  heavy  details  for 
fatigue  duty,  and  performing  the  ordinary  routine  of  camp  and 
office  work. 

On  the  24th,  the  general  (Palmer)  received  orders  to  march  with 
two  brigades — the  First,  General  Cruft,  and  the  Third,  Col.  P.  S. 
Post  commanding  (Colonel  Grose  being  sick),  and  one  battery.  Fifth 
Indiana — at  2 o’clock  the  next  morning  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  for  Rankin’s  Ferry,  at  which  point  we  should  find  a pontoon 
bridge ; to  guard  the  bridge  and  co-operate  with  General  Hooker, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  the  same  point  by  the  south  side  of 
the  river.  Our  march  was  over  Walden’s  Ridge.  The  road  was 
barely  passable  for  loaded  wagons.  It  was  raining  hard,  and  our 
mules  had  no  forage  for  three  days.  The  march  was  tedious  and 
most  difficult.  With  the  assistance  of  the  soldiers,  the  headquarters 
and  regimental  wagons  were  all  up  the  mountain  before  night 
of  the  25th.  We  encamped  about  2 miles  from  the  top  of  the  hill 
and  8 from  Chattanooga.  At  this  point  we  met  a train  going  to 
Chattanooga,  and  took  from  it  a temporary  supply  of  provisions  and 
forage.  The  artillery  and  ammunition  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
up  the  mountain  until  some  time  the  next  day. 

After  we  got  up  the  ridge  we  took  the  ridge  road,  leading  from 
Bennett’s  to  Bob  White’s  and  coming  into  Sequatchie  Valley  at 
Prigmore’s.  We  found  this  quite  a good  road,  with  the  simple  ex- 
ception of  crossing  the  gorge  made  by  Suck  Creek.  We  made  very 
easy  marches,  waiting  for  the  artillery  and  ammunition.  Encamped 
the  evening  of  the  26th  on  the  immediate  brow  of  the  hill  overlook- 
ing the  valley,  and  the  27th  at  Prigmore’s,  at  the  foot  of  the  mount- 
ain. At  this  point  General  Palmer  turned  over  the  command  of 
the  division  to  General  Cruft,  in  consequence  of  the  painful  condi- 
tion of  his  wound,  which  had  greatly  annoyed  him  during  the  march, 

* From  return  for  October, 
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and  wliicli  now  was  so  inflamed  as  to  render  it  improper  and  dan- 
gerous to  continue  longer  in  the  field. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  we  started  at  daylight,  in  a drenching 
rain,  and  arrived  at  Rankin’s  Ferry  about  10  a.  m.,  and  immediately 
dispatched  a courier  to  General  Hooker  to  report  our  arrival  and 
ask  for  orders.  He  had  passed  the  evening  before,  and  it  was  most 
difficult  to  reach  him.  At  the  forks  of  the  road,  1|-  miles  from 
Rankin’s  Ferry,  we  met  a courier  from  Brig.  Gen.  J.  St.  Clair 
Morton,  informing  the  general  (Cruft)  that  the  pontoon  bridge  had 
been  placed  for  him  at  Shellmound,  but,  the  orders  being  positive 
to  go  to  Rankin’s  Ferry,  the  general  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
go  to  that  point  and  report.  This  was  immediately  done,  and  the 
28th  we  remained  in  camp  waiting  for  orders. 

On  the  29th,  a steam-tug  came  up  the  river  with  2 barges,  loaded 
with  supplies  for  General  Hooker.  We  hailed  her  arrival  with  joy, 
as  it  gave  an  assurance  that  the  river  was  open,  and  all  danger  of 
any  suffering  in  Chattanooga  for  supplies  was  at  an  end.  About 
12.30  orders  were  received  from  headquarters  and  from  General 
Hooker  to  cross  the  river  at  Shellmound  and  join  General  Hooker. 
This  we  did,  and  encamped  that  night  at  Shellmound,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river. 

On  the  30th,  we  waited  until  the  boat  came  up  from  Bridgeport, 
from  which  we  obtained  suj)plies,  broke  up  camp,  and  started  in  the 
most  desperate  rain  I ever  encountered.  All  our  baggage  had  been 
left  at  Manchester  two  months  before.  Our  soldiers  are  without 
tents  and  generally  without  blankets,  and  suffer  dreadfully  in  such 
weather.  Orders  were  received  during  the  day  to  leave  one  brigade 
and  the  battery  at  Shellmound,  and  move  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
mand to  Whiteside’s.  This  was  done  on  the  31st.  The  Third  Bri- 
gade and  headquarters  there  awaited  orders. 


ISTo.  7. 

yBeport  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Brownes  Ferry,  near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Oct.  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  of  the  part  taken  by 
troops  under  my  command  in  the  occupation  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  River  at  this  point : 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant,  I reported,  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  to  the  chief  engineer  of 
this  army  for  instructions,  and  was  then  briefly  informed,  for  the 
first  time,  of  the  duty  to  be  assigned  me,  and  the  method  of  per- 
forming it,  which  was  to  organize  fifty  squads  of  1 officer  and  24 
men  each,  to  embark  in  boats  at  Chattanooga  and  float  down  the 
river  to  this  point,  a distance,  by  the  bends  of  the  river,  of  9 miles, 
and  land  upon  its  left  bank,  then  occupied  by  the  enemy,  making, 
thereafter,  immediate  dispositions  for  holding  it,  while  the  remain- 
ing portions  of  my  brigade,  and  another  one,  should  be  speedily  sent 
over  the  river  in  the  same  boats  to  re-enforce  me  ; the  movement 
was  to  be  made  just  before  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th. 
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My  brigade  tlien  consisted  of  tlie  following  regiments  : Sixth  Ken- 
tucky Volunteer  Infantry,  Major  Whitaker  commanding;  Ninety- 
third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantiw,  Major  Birch  commanding  ; Fifth 
Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Treanor  command- 
ing; First  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Langdon 
commanding  ; Sixth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Major  Campbell 
commanding;  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Colonel  Wiley 
commanding;  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pickands  commanding;  Sixth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Christopher  commanding; 
Twenty-third  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Foy  commanding,  with  an  aggregate  for  duty  of  2,166  men. 

The  25th  was  employed  in  organizing  my  parties,  each  being  placed 
in  charge  of  a tried  officer.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  I,  in  com- 
pany with  the  chief  engineer,  visited  the  place  where  it  was  desired 
to  effect  the  landing,  and  from  the  opposite  bank  found  the  position 
as  represented  below.* 

It  was  desired  that  I should  land  and  occupy  the  two  hills  to  the 
left  of  the  house.  There  was  a picket  post  at  this  point ; also  in  the 
depression  between  the  two  hills.  It  was  thought  best  to  organize  a 
party  of  75  men,  who  should  be  the  first  to  land,  and  at  once  push 
out  upon  the  road  that  comes  in  at  the  house,  clearing  and  holding 
it,  while  half  the  first  organized  force  should  be  landed  simultane- 
ously at  each  of  the  two  gorges  (A  and  B),  who  should  immediately 
push  up  the  hills,  inclining  to  the  left  and  following  the  crests  till 
they  were  wholly  occupied.  Each  party  of  25  was  to  carry  two  axes, 
and,  as  soon  as  the  crest  should  be  reached,  a strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  to  be  pushed  out  and  all  the  axes  at  once  put  at  work 
felling  a thick  abatis.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  was  to  be  or- 
ganized, and,  being  ready  on  the  opposite  bank,  armed  and  provided 
with  axes,  was  to  be  at  once  pushed  over,  and,  also  deployed  in  rear 
of  the  skirmishers,  were  to  assist  in  making  the  abatis.  Positions 
were  also  selected  for  building  signal  fires,  to  guide  us  in  landing. 
I afterward  selected  tried  and  distinguished  officers  to  lead  the  four 
distinct  commands,  who,  in  addition  to  being  instructed  fully  as  to 
the  part  they  were  to  take  in  the  matter,  were  taken  to  the  spot,  and 
every  feature  of  the  bank  and  landings  made  familiar  to  them.  They, 
in  turn,  just  before  night,  called  together  the  leaders  of  squads  and 
each  clearly  instructed  what  his  duties  were,  it  being  of  such  a nature 
that  each  had,  in  a great  degree,  to  act  independently,  but  strictly 
in  accordance  to  instructions. 

At  12  o’clock  at  night  the  command  was  awakened  and  marched 
to  the  landing  and  quietly  embarked,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Col.  T.  B.  Stanley,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteers.  At  precisely 
3 a.  m.  the  flotilla,  consisting  of  fifty-two  boats,  moved  noiselessly 
out.  I desired  to  reach  the  point  of  landing  at  a little  before  day- 
light, and  soon  learned  that  the  current  would  enable  me  to  do  so 
without  using  the  oars.  After  moving  3 miles  we  came  under  the 
guns  of  the  enemy’s  pickets,  but  keeping  well  under  the  opposite 
shore  were  not  discovered  by  them  till  the  first  boat  was  within  10 
feet  of  the  landing,  when  the  pickets  fired  a volley  harmlessly  over 
the  heads  of  the  men.  The  disembarkation  was  effected  rapidly 
and  in  perfect  order,  each  party  performing  correctly  the  part 
assigned  it  with  so  little  loss  of  time  that  the  crest  was  occupied, 


*See  p.  83. 
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my  skirmish  line  out,  and  the  axes  working  before  the  re-enforce- 
ments of  the  enemy,  a little  over  the  hill,  came  forward  to  drive  us 
back.  At  this  time  they  came  boldly  up,  along  nearly  our  entire 
front,  but  particularly  strong  along  the  road,  gaining  the  hill  to  the 
right  of  it,  and  would  have  caused  harm  to  the  party  on  the  road 
had  not  Colonel  Langdon,  First  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  brigade,  arrived  at  this  moment,  and,  after 
a gallant  but  short  engagement,  driven  the  enemy  well  over  into  the 
valley,  gaining  the  right-hand  hill.  They  made  a stubborn  fight  all 
along  the  hill,  but  were  easily  driven  away  with  loss.  General  Tur- 
chin’s  command  now  came  over,  and  taking  position  on  the  hills  to 
the  right,  my  troops  were  all  brought  to  the  left  of  the  road.  The 
enemy  now  moved  off  in  full  view  up  the  valley. 

The  Fifty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  Eighth  Kentucky,  Thirty-fifth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  and  two  batteries  of  artillery  were  subsequently 
added  to  my  command,  and  the  three  points  farther  to  the  left  occu- 
pied. We  "knew  nothing  of  the  country  previous  to  occupying  it, 
excepting  what  could  be  seen  from  the  opposite  bank,  nor  of  the 
forces  there  to  oppose  us.  We  found  the  hill  facing  the  river  pre- 
cipitous, and  the  face  opposite  less  steep  but  of  difficult  ascent ; the 
top  is  sharp,  having  a level  surface  of  from  2 to  G feet  in  width, 
forming  a natural  parapet,  capable  of  an  easy  defense  by  a single 
line  against  the  strongest  column.  It  is  from  250  to  300  feet  above 
the  river.  Beyond  it  is  a narrow,  productive  valley,  and  the  higher 
parallel  range  of  Kaccoon  Mountain  is  about  li  miles  distant;  the 
entire  opposite  face  of  the  hill  now  is  covered  with  slashed  timber. 
The  enemy  had  at  this  point  1,000  infantry,  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  a squadron  of  cavalry — ample  force,  properly  disposed,  to  have 
successfully  disputed  our  landing. 

Our  losses  were  5 killed,  21  wounded,  and  9 missing.  We  buried 
6 of  the  enemy,  and  a large  number  were  known  to  be  wounded,  in- 
cluding the  colonel  commanding.  We  captured  a few  prisoners; 
their  camp,  20  beeves,  6 pontoons,  a barge,  and  several  thousand 
bushels  of  forage  fell  into  our  hands. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Col.  A.  Wiley,  Forty-first  Ohio 
Volunteers,  and  Maj.  William  Birch,  Kinety-third  Ohio  Volunteers, 
who  commanded  and  led  the  parties  that  took  the  heights,  and  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Foy,  Twenty -third  Kentucky,  commanding  party 
that  swept  the  road,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Langdon,  First  Ohio 
Volunteers,  commanding  the  battalions  formed  of  the  residue  of  the 
brigade.  Had  either  of  these  officers  been  less  prompt  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duties,  or  less  obedient  to  the  letter  of  their  instructions, 
many  more  lives  might  have  been  lost,  or  the  expedition  failed 
altogether. 

The  spirit  of  every  one  engaged  in  the  enterprise  is  deserving  of 
the  highest  commendation.  My  staff  gave  me  the  intelligent  and 
timely  assistance  they  have  always  done  when  needed,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kimberly,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  Lieut. 
Ferdinand  D.  Cobb,  same  regiment,  I am  especially  indebted  for 
valuable  services. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Vv^.  B.  HAZEK, 
Brigadier-GeneraL 

Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
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No.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Foy,  Tiventy -third  Kentuchy  In- 
fantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-third  Regt.  Kentucky  Vol.  Infantry, 

Camp  Brown's  Gap,  Tenn.,  Octo&er  30,^  1863. 

Sir  : According  to  instruction  received  from  General  W.  B. 
Hazen,  I proceeded  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  with  my  party  of  75 
men,  under  Captain  Williams,  Captain  Boden,  and  Captain  Tifft, 
to  the  point  where  we  were  to  debark  ; this  was  about  2 a.  m.  On 
arriving  there,  I found  the  boat  with  considerable  water  and  some 
dozen  or  more  pieces  of  heavy  iron  in,  that  had  to  be  unloaded  be- 
fore we  could  start.  After  that  was  done  we  had  to  pull  the  boat 
up  the  river  300  yards,  so  that  we  would  be  able  to  make  the 
gap  in  the  bridge  in  crossing  ; this  accounts  for  our  little  delay  in 
starting.  I now  saw  that  I would  have  to  reduce  my  party  to  50 
men,  that  being  the  utmost  number  the  boat  would  hold.  I gave 
directions  to  each  of  my  captains  to  take  16  men  of  their  re- 
spective squads  aboard,  making  an  aggregate  of  52  men  including 
myself.  The  27  men  that  were  left  I sent  to  the  general  to  follow  in 
his  boat,  and  join  us  as  soon  as  possible.  We  now  shoved  out  and 
proceeded  to  cross  the  river,  and  float  quietly  down.  I will  say  here 
that  tlie  men  that  were  left  to  work  the  boat  knew  nothing  about  it, 
and  Capt.  T.  J.  Williams  had  to  take  the  steering  oar  and  pilot  us 
down.  I had  the  boat  to  proceed  slowly  and  quietly,  thinking  it 
would  be  best  not  to  get  too  far  from  the  other  boats.  We  arrived 
opposite  the  gap  without  any  accident,  except  the  knocking  into  the 
river  of  one  man  by  the  top  of  a tree,  where  we  had  run  too  close  to 
shore.  He  was  picked  up  by  the  first  following  boat. 

On  arriving  opposite  the  gap  we  proceeded  straight  across  the 
river;  on  nearing  there  we  were  fired  into  by  the  enemy’s  pickets.  I 
do  not  know  how  much  of  a force  was  here;  there  were  several  shots 
fired,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  our  men  returned  the  fire. 
I had  them  to  cease  immediately.  I had  given  orders  before  starting 
that  this  would  be  only  a small  party,  and  we  were  to  receive  their  fire 
and  march  on  and  take  possession  of  the  house.  In  a few  minutes 
Tve  struck  the  shore,  landing  a little  below  the  point  where  the  road 
strikes  the  river;  at  this  point  we  had  to  scramble  up  a very  steep 
bank,  the  men  forming  as  soon  as  they  gained  a bench  of  land  that 
runs  along  the  river  at  this  place'.  As  soon  as  I had  about  20  men 
up  the  bank  we  proceeded  to  the  house.  I directed  Captain  Will- 
iams with  his  squad  of  men  to  take  possession  of  the  house,  while  I 
remained  outside  awaiting  the  balance  of  my  party.  In  a few  mo- 
ments Captain  Boden,  with  the  rear  squad,  arrived,  when  we  all  pro- 
ceeded up  the  road,  marching  in  one  squad  of  48  men  by  the  front. 
After  proceeding  about  500  yards,  and  as  far  beyond  the  crest  of  the 
hill  as  I thought  our  skirmishers  would  come,  I ordered  halt,  and 
gave  the  order  for  the  rear  rank  to  hold  the  guns  of  the  men  in  the 
front  rank,  and  to  proceed  to  build  breastworks,  but  the  first  thing 
I did  was  to  throw  out  skirmishers  to  our  front  and  well  to  our  right. 
The  men  took  hold  of  the  Tvork  with  a will,  and  we  soon  had  a toler- 
able protection  thrown  up. 

In  a few  minutes  word  was  brought  to  me  that  our  skirmishers 
could  hear  the  enemy  approaching.  I proceeded  to  where  our  skir- 
mishers were,  and  I could  distinctly  hear  them  giving  orders,  evi- 
dently coming  down  on  our  right.  1 now  Tvent  back  to  the  breast- 
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works,  disposed  my  force  as  far  up  the  hill  as  possible,  with  my  left 
resting  on  the  road,  and  a little  below.  In  as  little  time  as  it  takes 
to  write  it,  they  were  upon  us,  they  adopting  their  usual  plan  of 
cheering  and  firing  at  the  same  time.  We  readily  returned  their 
fire,  and  soon  had  to  fire  nearly  to  our  right.  I knew  by  the  report 
of  their  guns  that  they  outnumbered  us  nearly  four  to  one.  Our 
surgeon.  Dr.  Hasbrouck,  was  standing  a few  steps  to  my  rear.  I told 
him  to  go  to  the  river  and  tell  any  officer  he  should  see  that  we 
would  need  assistance  to  enable  us  to  hold  our  ground.  He  did  not 
go,  but  some  soldier  carried  word  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Langdon 
that  we  needed  assistance,  and  he  promptly  came  to  our  aid.  But 
before  this,  and  while  we  were  fighting.  Captain  Williams,  who 
commanded  the  right  squad,  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had 
worked  clear  around  our  right,  and  in  a minute  or  so  would  be  able 
to  cut  us  ofir.  I now  ordered  the  party  to  fall  back,  which  was  done 
in  good  order,  meeting  Colonel  Langdon  with  part  of  his  men. 
We  did  not  go  back  quite  to  the  house,  but  faced  to  the  front 
and  returned  the  enemy’s  fire,  our  little  squad  forming  a nucleus 
for  Colonel  Langdon  to  form  on  our  right,  which  I am  proud  to 
say  he  did  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  The  colonel’s  party  soon 
cleared  the  hill  to  our  right  of  the  rebels,  and  we  marched  back 
and  ^;Ook  possession  of  our  breastworks,  which  we  now  commenced 
to  make  strong.  We  were  joined  at  the  river  by  Major  Horthup  and 
part  cf  his  party,  and  soon  our  squad  of  27  men  that  followed  us 
down  ihe  river,  began  to  come  up.  I now  had  the  breastworks  built 
strong  and  about  twice  the  length  of  my  force,  commencing  on  the 
creek  mid  extending  to  the  right  across  the  road  and  up  the  hill. 
I now  threw  my  skirmishers  well  to  the  front,  knowing  that  I was 
protected  on  the  right  as  well  as  on  the  left.  I could  now  see  the 
rebels  moving  off  to  our  left,  and  after  throwing  a few  shells  toward 
us  were  seen  no  more  that  day.  About  1 p.  m.  we  were  joined  by 
the  Eigith  Kentucky  Volunteers  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  Vol- 
unteers, commanded  by  Colonel  Barnes.  At  the  request  of  Colonel 
Barnes,  vho  preferred  to  have  his  two  regiments  together,  we  moved 
across  tie  creek  and  extended  the  line  to  the  left.  W e now  built  up 
good  brtastworks,  and,  being  undisturbed  by  the  rebels,  have  been 
very  confortable  since. 

In  conelusion,  I must  thank  the  men  and  officers  for  the  prompti- 
tude and  bravery  displayed  by  them. 

The  folowing  is  a list  of  casualties.*  The  casualties  were  all  in 
the  squac  of  48  [men.] 

Very  respectfully,  • 

JAS.  C.  FOY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Comdg.  Tiventy -third  Kentucky  Vols, 

Capt.  tioHN  Crowell,  Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Ho.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bassett  Langdon,  First  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hsadquarters  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

October  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I lave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  com- 
mand, in  ffie  affair  of  the  27th  instant,  at  Brown’s  Ferry : 

On  the  ifternoon  of  the  26th,  I had  been  put  in  command  of  the 

*Xoiniiial  list  (omitted)  shows  2 men  killed  and  8 men  wounded. 
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remnants  of  the  regiments  composing  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
had  proceeded  to  organize  them  into  companies  of  one  or  two  to  a 
regiment,  according  to  data  obtained  from  the  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  the  brigade.  This  organization  was  completed,  bnt  full 
reports  from  all  the  regiments  had  not  been  received  at  my  head- 
quarters when  I was  notified  to  march  with  my  command  at  once. 
Accordingly,  the  command,  consisting  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  under  command  Major  Erv/in ; Sixth  Kentucky,  under 
Captain  Armstrong;  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  under  Major  Northup; 
One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio,  under  Major  Hampson;  Forty- 
first  Ohio,  under  Captain  Horner;  First  Ohio,  under  Captain  Trapp ; 
Mnety-third  Ohio,  under  Caj^tain  Bowman ; Fifth  Kentucky,  under 
Captain  Huston,  and  Sixth  Indiana,  under  Captain  Prather,  consisting 
of  750  men  in  the  aggregate,  as  appears  by  the  inclosed  summary  of 
reports,  to  which  attention  is  respectfully  invited,  was  at  once  asseni- 
bled  on  regimental  grounds,  and,  as  soon  as  I could  receive  my  in- 
structions from  General  Hazen,  was  formed  on  the  road  and  moved 
to  a point  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  near  Brown’s  Perry. 

We  found  the  road  near  this  point  completely  blocked  by  the 
ambulance,  guns,  and  caissons  of  the  First  Tennessee  Battery,  and 
the  adjacent  ground  covered  with  sleeping  men,  reported  to  be- 
long to  General  Turchin’s  command.  Through  and  around  these  I 
attempted  to  move  my  command,  until,  arriving  at  the  margin  oi  the 
wood,  I found  and  wakened  Captain  Abbott,  of  the  battery,  who  in- 
formed me  that  the  river  was  in  our  immediate  front,  and  I eould 
proceed  no  farther  without  exposure  to  the  enemy.  Unable  ti)  find 
General  Smith,  Avho  was  expected  to  be  awaiting  my  arrival,  and 
under  whose  orders  the  enterprise  was  to  be  carried  out,  I directed 
regiments  right  and  left  of  the  road,  as  room  could  be  found,  and 
about  1 o’clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  officers  and  men  lay 
down,  without  fires,  to  obtain  such  ^leep  as  was  practicable  unler  the 
circumstances.  At  4.30  in  the  morning.  Adjutant  Homan,  of  the 
First  Ohio,  kindled  the  signal  fires,  as  had  been  agreed  upon,  and 
left  6 men  of  the  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  to  keep  them  burning 
brightly ; and  a half  hour  later  I succeeded  in  finding  Genera?  Smith, 
who  ordered  my  command  forward  at  once,  in  the  open  ground, 
nearer  the  river,  in  three  detachments,  left  in  front,  facing  tfe  river, 
and  that  seventy-four  axes  be  distributed  to  the  commandi  These 
orders  were  speedily  carried  out,  and  we  lay  anxiously  expecting  the 
arrival  of  the  boats  which  were  to  transfer  us  to  the  oppoate  bank 
of  the  river.  , 

The  boats  from  above  seemed  long  in  arriving,  and  I hadjust  got 
orders  from  General  Smith  to  move  noiselessly  to  the  water’s  edge 
with  my  command,  when  a sharp  and  rapid  discharge  of  lifles  told 
that  the  critical  moment  had  arrived.  Reaching  the  river  [ saw  for 
the  first  time  the  position  assigned  to  my  command,  and  was  in- 
structed to  embark  it  in  the  boats  as  soon  as  they  should  ijind,  and 
push  rapidly  up  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the  gorge  as  soon 
as  we  reached  the  opposite  bank.  Our  brigade  was  suppose!  to  have 
already  formed  its  squads  on  this  crest,  while  at  the  same  tine  I un- 
derstood that  General  T urchin  had  taken  possession  of  the  Rll  to  the 
right  of  the  gorge.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kimberly,  of  the  rl)rty-first 
Ohio,  having  promised  to  see  to  the  embarking  of  the  trooj)S,  I my- 
self crossed  in  the  first  boat,  to  direct  their  formation  and  oi)erations 
on  the  opposite  shore.  The  First  Ohio  was  the  first  to  land,  md,  with 
Captain  Trapp  at  its  head,  crossed  the  ravine  by  a foot-log  aid  pushed 
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rapidly  by  the  left  flank  up  the  narrow  edge  which  forms  the  crest 
of  the  ridge.  Adjutant  Homan,  my  sole  but  very  efficient  aide,  ac- 
companied it  as  guide,  and  I remained  at  the  landing  to  form  and 
push  on  the  others. 

The  last  of  this  regiment  had  not  crossed  the  log  when  a soldier 
of  the  Twenty -third  Kentucky  came  hurriedly  from  the  front,  with 
a message  from  Colonel  Foy  that  he  had  discovered  a heavy  force 
of  cavalry  in  his  front  and  must  have  re-enforcements  at  once. 
Knowing  little  of  the  situation,  and  having  received  explicit  orders 
as  to  the  disposal  of  my  force,  I told  him  to  look  for  General  Hazen, 
or  some  other  officer  in  command  of  the  squads,  but  that  if  the  col- 
onel should  not  get  help  before,  I would  send  him  the  remnant  of 
his  own  regiment  when  it  arrived.  Hardly  had  this  messenger  gone 
20  paces  on  his  return  when  a rattling  fire  opened  down  the  gorge  in 
front.  The  Sixth  Indiana,  which  was  the  second  regiment  to  cross, 
was  at  this  time  struggling  up  the  bank  and  about  to  cross  the  log. 
I ordered  them  to  form  at  once  across  the  road,  and  move  down 
to  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Foy.  The  order  was  obeyed  with  alac- 
rity by  Lieutenants  Siddall  and  Neal,  who  formed  as  many  as  could 
be  got  together  speedily,  and  moved  gallantly  to  the  front,  but  meet- 
ing the  command  of  Colonel  Foy  coming  back  under  orders,  and 
finding  about  the  same  time  that  the  enemy  held  the  hill  to  the  right 
of  the  gorge,  they  came  back  and  were  closely  followed  up  by  the 
enemy  to  within  20  paces  of  the  log  crossing  of  the  ravine. 

As  other  squads  came  up  from  the  boat  (the  Sixth  Indiana  and 
Sixth  Kentucky  first)  they  were  pushed  up  the  side  crest  on  the 
right ; except  a part  of  the  Sixth  Indiana,  which  crossed  the  ravine, 
and  received  a severe  fire  in  doing  so,  to  occupy  the  side  crest  on  the 
left,  left  vacant  by  the  First  Ohio,  which  had  pushed  on  farther 
along  the  ridge.  The  Twenty-third  Kentucky  was  ordered  to  report 
to  Colonel  Foy  at  once,  and  unite  with  the  remainder  of  the  regi- 
nient.  Fragments  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  and 
Sixth  Ohio  were  also  formed  on  the  right  crest,  and  the  Fifth  Ken- 
tucky, Ninety-third  Ohio,  and  Forty -first  Ohio,  which  landed  last, 
pushed  without  orders  straight  to  the  very  top  of  the  hill,  on  the 
right,  being  led  by  that  gallant  officer.  Captain  Huston,  of  the  first- 
named  of  these  regiments.  Before  they  reached  position  the  enemy 
fled,  and  we  were  masters  of  • the  gap.  I immediately  directed  an 
officer  commanding  a regiment  near  the  road  to  send  skirmishers  to 
the  front,  and  the  advance  of  General  Turchin’s  brigade  (Thirty- 
first  Ohio),  under  Colonel  Lister,  having  arrived,  I withdrew  my 
command  on  the  right  and  moved  over  and  formed,  under  your  di- 
rection, general,  along  the  crest  of  the  left  ridge. 

My  command,  as  you  know,  was  made  up  of  odds  and  ends,  after 
the  best  fighting  men  had  been  called  out,  and  consisted  of  all  who 
were  able  to  march.  Extra-duty  men,  unarmed  men,  company  cooks, 
musicians,  and  cowards,  huddled  under  the  cover  of  the  bank  and 
log-house  near  the  river.  The  hastily  formed  organization  of  the 
night  before  was  not  intended  for  fighting  purposes,  and  had  no  ref- 
erence to  transportation  in  boats.  It  was  completely  broken  in 
crossing  the  river,  consequently  it  is  ctlmost  unjust  to  refer  to  the 
troops  engaged,  who  had  landed  after  the  fight  opened,  by  name. 
The  organizations  broken  up,  the  uncertain  light  of  early  morning 
rendering  it  difficult  to  distinguish  the  most  familiar  acquaintances, 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  country  and  the  position  of  our  other  forces, 
or  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  troops  who  fight  well  under  such  cir- 
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ciimstaiices  deserve  the  highest  praise.  I shall  not  shrink  from  com- 
parison of  the  valor  displayed  by  my  command  with  that  of  the 
squads  selected  for  courage,  &c.  I regret  that  the  circumstances 
above  named,  and  want  of  familiarity  with  the  command,  prevent 
my  doing  justice  in  individual  cases.  The  list  of  casualties  has  al- 
ready been  forwarded,  and  untoward  circumstances  compel  me  to 
give  up  the  thought  of  accompanying  this  with  a list  of  the  names, 
which  I had  entertained. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. , very  respectfully, 

BASSETT  LAl^GDON, 

Lieut.  Col.  First  O.  V.  I.,  Comdg.  Remnant  of  Second  Brig, 
Capt.  John  Crov^ell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Col.  Aquila  Wiley,  Forty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

BrowFs  Ferry,  October  30,  1863. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  order,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  detachment  under  my 
command,  in  gaining  possession  of  the  ridge  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Tennessee  River,  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
instant : 

The  detachment  consisted  of  150  officers  and  men,  Forty-first  Ohio 
Volunteers,  Capt.  W.  W.  Munn  commanding;  175  officers  and  men. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  James 
Pickands  commanding ; 150  officers  and  men.  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  Christopher  commanding;  100  officers  and  men, 
Fifth  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  L.  Treanor  commanding.  The  de- 
tachments from  each  regiment  were  organized  into  companies  con- 
sisting of  24  enlisted  men,  and  1 commissioned  officer  each.  The 
whole  embarked  on  twenty-four  pontoons.  At  3 a.  m.  the  fieet 
moved  from  the  landing  at  Chattanboga  in  the  following  order: 
The  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth 
Ohio  Volunteers,  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  Fifth  Kentucky,  and 
reached  the  landing  at  the  ferry  at  5 a.  m.  The  fleet  was  preceded 
by  a detachment  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foy,  Twenty-third  Ken- 
tucky, on  a barge  which  was  not  under  my  command.  My  orders 
were  to  land  at  the  ferry,  and  carry  and  hold  the  height  on  the  left 
of  the  gorge.  The  eminence  to  be  gained  is  a ridge  about  400  yards 
in  length,  parallel  with  the  river,  and  about  300  feet  above  it,  the 
face  next  the  river  being  very  precipitous ; the  ascent  at  the  end  next 
the  gorge  not  so  difficult. 

The  fleet  proceeded  without  molestation  until  about  5 a.  m.,  when 
as  the  first  boat,  which  was  almost  abreast  of  the  barge  containing 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Foy’s  detachment,  was  within  about  10  yards 
of  the  landing,  it  was  fired  on  by  the  enemy’s  pickets  stationed 
at  the  landing.  The  crew  of  the  first  boat  delivered  a volley  and 
leaped  ashore,  followed  instantly  by  the  second  boat,  in  which  I 
myself  had  embarked.  The  first  company,  deployed  as  skirmishers 
to  cover  the  flanks  of  the  column,  were  immediately  pushed  up  the 
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farther  slope  of  the  ridge ; the  second  company,  covering  the  head 
of  the  column,  advanced  along  the  crest  toward  the  left. 

The  regiments  effected  their  landing  promptly  in  the  order  already 
indicated,  and  advanced  in  column  by  company  up  the  height  and 
along  the  crest,  where  the  line  was  established,  as  previously  indi- 
cated, in  the  following  order : The  Fifth  Kentucky  on  the  right. 
Forty-first  Ohio  on  the  left,  Sixth  Ohio  on  the  right  center.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  on  the  left  center.  Each  regiment  as 
soon  as  it  gained  its  -position,  threw  out  two  companies  as  skirmish- 
ers to  cover  its  front,  and  commenced  felling  the  timber  and  con- 
structing a parapet,  each  company  having  carried  two  axes  for  that 
purpose.  The  enemy  were  encamped  in  the  valley  at  the  foot  of  the 
ridge,  and  at  the  first  sound  of  the  axes  his  skirmishers  advanced  up 
the  hill  and  engaged  ours  vigorou.sly  for  some  time,  when  they  were 
driven  back  to  the  road  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge;  a section  of  artillery 
then  opened  on  us,  but  without  effect.  Ko  further  effort  was  made  to 
dislodge  us.  As  soon  as  it  became  light,  we  discovered  the  enemy 
retreating  to  our  left  up  the  farther  side  of  the  valley.  He  left  5 
dead  and  1 wounded  in  front  of  our  line  of  skirmishers. 

The  following  is  a list  of  casualties.* 

I cannot  commend  too  highly  the  gallantry  and  firmness  of  the 
troops  engaged  as  skirmishers.  The  enemy’s  line  attacked  vigor- 
ously, encouraged  by  the  shouts  of  their  officers  to  drive  the  Yan- 
kees into  the  river,”  and  only  gave  way  when  within  a few  yards  of 
our  own  line.  I have  also  the  pleasure  of  testifying  to  the  prompt- 
ness, skill,  and  efficiency  pf  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pickands,  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chris- 
topher, Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Treanor,  Fifth 
Kentucky,  and  Captain  Munn,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  com- 
manding detachments  from  their  respective  regiments.  The  best 
evidence  of  the  alacrity  and  skill  with  which  they  handled  their 
troops  consists  in  the  fact  of  their  effecting  a landing,  gaining  the 
crest  of  the  heights  and  the  position  assigned  them,  and  making  all 
their  dispositions  for  defense  before  the  enemy — who  had  doubtless 
been  alarmed  by  the  firing  at  the  landing — who  not  only  knew  the 
country  but  could  have  gained  it  by  a much  less  difficult  slope. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AQUILA  WILEY, 

Colonel  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  Coindg,  Detachment. 

Capt.  John  Crowell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  11. 

ReiJoH  of  Maj.  William  Birch,  Ninety-third  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

October  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  the  2Gth,  I received  orders  to  take  command  of  the  following 
detachments : First  Ohio  V olunteers,  seven  companies,  commanded 

* Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows:  Killed,  1 man  of  Fifth  Kentucky  and  1 man  of 
Forty-first  Ohio;  wounded,  1 officer  and  1 man  of  Forty-first  Ohio,  andl  officerand 
3 men  of  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Ohio. 
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by  Major  Stafford;  Sixth  Kentucky  Yolimteers,  five  companies,  com- 
manded by  Major  Whitaker;  Twenty-third  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
two  companies,  commanded  by  Captain  Hardiman;  Sixth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers, one  company,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Meline;  Sixth  In- 
diana Volunteers,  six  companies,  commanded  by  Major  Campbell, 
and  Ninety-third  Ohio  Volunteers,  five  companies,  commanded  by 
Captain  Lake — in  all  twenty-six  companies.  We  were  to  make  a 
night  attack  on  a position  held  by  the  rebels,  about  3 miles  below 
Lookout  Mountain,  simultaneous  with  detachment  commanded  by 
Colonel  Wiley,  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio. 

The  command  numbered  as  follows  : Field  officers,  4;  line  officers, 
26  ; non-commissioned  officers,  104  ; privates,  520  ; total,  654. 

We  embarked  on -board  twenty-six  pontoon  boats  about  2 a.  m. 
the  27th,  and  held  the  rebel  position  at  daylight.  The  rebels  were 
completely  surprised  and  made  but  feeble  resistance. 

Killed,  none  ; wounded,  1 slightly  in  the  Sixth  Indiana  ; missing, 
none.  The  rebels  lost  several  killed  and  wounded.  Every  man 
seemed  determined  to  succeed. 

Very  respectfulh^^,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BIRCH, 

Major  Ninety -third  Ohio  Vol.  Inf.,  Comdg.  Detachment 
Capt.  John  Crowell,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  U.  S.  Army,^  commanding 

Eleventh  and  Tivelfth  Army  Corps,  with  congratulatory  orders. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  November  6,  1863. 

Colonel  : I desire  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  battle  of 
Wauhatchie,  and  the  operations  of  my  command  preliminary  to 
that  engagement : 

In  conformity  with  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment, I crossed  the  Tennessee  by  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Bridgeport, 
the  morning  of  the  26th  of  October,  with  the  greater  portion  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps,  under  Major-General  Howard ; a part  of  the  Sec- 
ond Division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  under  Brigadier-General  Geary  ; 
one  company  of  the  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  a part  of  a com- 
pany of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  at  once  took  up  my  line  of 
march  along  the  line  of  railroad,  to  open  and  secure  it  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Brown’s  Ferry.  A regiment  was  left  to  defend  the  bridge 
head  when  the  column  had  crossed  the  river,  and  to  take  possession 
of  and  hold  the  passes  leading  to  it  through  Raccoon  Mountain. 
Our  route  lay  along  the  base  of  this  mountain  until  we  reached  Run- 
ning Waters,  when  we  followed  the  direction  of  that  stream,  and  m 
the  morning  descended  through  the  gorge  into  Lookout  Valley.  ^ No 
event  attended  our  first  day’s  march  deserving  mention,  unless  it  be 
that  the  enemy’s  pickets  fell  back  as  we  advanced,  and  the  leaving 
of  two  more  of  my  regiments — one  at  Shellmound,  with  instruc- 
tions to  occupy  a pass  near  Gordon’s  Mines,  and  another  at  White- 
side’s, to  protect  the  route  over  the  mountains  through  which  we  had 
passed. 

After  entering  Lookout  Valley,  our  general  course  lay  along  a 
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creek  of  that  name,  until  within  a mile  or  more  of  its  mouth,  where 
the  Brown’s  Ferry  road  leaves  it  to  the  left.  This  valley  is,  perhaps, 
2 miles  in  width,  and  completely  overlooked  by  the  lofty  crests  of 
Lookout  and  Raccoon  Mountains.  All  the  movements  and  disposi- 
tions of  troops  are  easily  descried  from  the  heights  of  either,  while 
the  valley  itself  aifords  abundant  opportunity  for  concealment  from 
the  observation  of  those  within.  Another  prominent  feature  in 
Lookout  Valley  requires  mention  to  a clear  perception  of  its  topog- 
raphy and  a correct  understanding  of  our  operations.  This  is  a succes- 
sion of  hills  200  or  300  feet  high,  with  precipitous  timbered  slopes 
and  narrow  crests,  which  penetrate  3 miles  up  the  valley  and  divide 
it  as  far  as  they  go  nearly  in  its  center.  There  are  five  or  six  of 
them  in  number,  almost  isolated,  though  in  a direct  line  on  the  left 
bank  of  Lookout  Creek,  with  the  railroad  passing  between  the  two 
summits  at  the  extreme  of  the  range  ; and  still  lower  down  the  val- 
ley the  road  bears  off  to  Chattanooga,  about  2 miles  distant,  through 
these  hills,  while  the  road  to  Brown’s  Ferry  continues  along  the  west 
base  to  the  Tennessee  River. 

The  enemy  held  possession  of  these  hills,  as,  indeed,  of  all  the 
country  through  which  we  had  passed  after  crossing  at  Bridgeport. 
They  had  also  batteries  planted  on  Lookout  Mountain,  overlooking 
them.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  is  Raccoon  Range,  and 
about  3 miles  up  is  the  gorge  through  it  which  leads  to  what  is 
called  Kelley’s  Ferry,  3 miles  distant.  As  it  was  proposed  to  make 
this  our  new  line  of  communication  with  Chattanooga,  my  instruc- 
tions required  me,  if  practicable,  to  gain  possession  of  and  to  hold 
it.  As  the  gorge  debouches  into  Lookout  Valley  the  road  forks, 
one  leading  to  Wauhatchie  and  up  the  valley,  the  other  to  Chatta- 
nooga and  down  the  valley.  It  was  known  that  a portion  of  Long- 
street’s  command  was  in  the  valley,  it  is  presumed  in  part  for 
convenience  in  supplying  themselves  with  rations  and  forage,  but 
mainly  for  his  sharpshooters  to  annoy  our  communications  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Tennessee  and  compel  our  trains  to  make  long 
detours,  over  execrable  roads,  in  their  transit  from  Chattanooga  to 
our  depots  at  Stevenson.  From  its  proximity  to  the  enemy’s  line  of 
investment  around  Chattanooga,  and  his  facilities  for  detaching 
heavily  from  his  masses,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  enemy  would 
make  unusual  efforts  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  its  possession,  as  a 
failure  on  our  part  to  establish  new  communications  involved  a fact 
of  no  less  magnitude  than  the  necessity  for  the  early  evacuation  of 
Chattanooga,  with  the  abandonment  of  much  of  our  artillery  and 
trains. 

To  return  to  the  column ; it  pushed  on  down  the  valley  until  ar- 
rested by  an  irregular  fire  of  musketry  proceeding  from  the  hill  next 
the  railroad  as  it  passes  through  the  central  ridge  before  described. 
As  it  was  densely  covered  with  forest,  we  had  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  number  of  the  enemy,  except  by  feeling.  Hovmrd’s  corps 
being  in  the  advance,  he  was  directed  to  throw  a brigade  to  the  right 
to  turn  the  position,  and  a regiment,  supported  by  the  balance  of  an- 
other brigade,  to  the  left  for  the  same  purpose.  Ko  sooner  had  the 
brigade  on  the  right  deployed  than  the  enemy  took  to  his  legs  and 
fled  across  the  creek,  burning  the  railroad  bridge  in  his  flight.  W e 
lost  a few  men  here,  as  well  as  from  the  shelling  we  received  from 
the  batteries  on  Lookout  Mountain,  whenever  our  column  was  ex- 
posed to  them.  The  central  ridge  of  hills  afforded  partial  cover  from 
the  batteries;  these,  however,  caused  no  serious  interruption  in  the 
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movement  of  the  column,  and  about  5 p.  m.  halted  for  the  night, 
and  went  into  camp  a mile  or  more  up  the  valley  from  Brovm’s  Ferry. 
Here  we  learned  that  a pontoon  bridge  had  been  thrown  across  the 
river,  and  that  General  Hazen’s  brigade  held  the  heights  on  the 
south  side  of  it.  Geary’s  division  being  in  the  rear,  and  being  anx- 
ious to  hold  both  roads  leading  to  Kelley’s  Ferry,  he  was  directed  to 
encamp  near  Wauhatchie,  3 miles  from  the  position  held  by  Howard’s 
corps.  Pickets  were  thrown  out  from  both  camps  on  all  of  the  ap- 
proaches, though  no  attempt  was  made  to  establish  and  preserve  a 
communication  between  them. 

The  commands  were  too  small  to  keep  up  a substantial  communi- 
cation that  distance,  and  I deemed  it  more  prudent  to  hold  the  men 
well  in  hand  than  to  have  a feeble  one.  In  my  judgment,  it  was 
essential  to  retain  possession  of  both  approaches  to  Kelley’s  Ferry,  if 
practicable,  as  it  vfould  cause  us  inconvenience  to  dispossess  the 
enemy  if  he  established  himself  on  either.  Before  night  Howard 
threw  out  three  companies  in  the  direction  of  Kelley’s  Ferry  to  inter- 
cej)t  and  capture,  it  possible,  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  who  had 
been  engaged  in  firing  across  the  river  into  our  trains,  and  had  in 
fact  compelled  them  to  avoid  that  line  entirely.  A regiment  was  also 
sent  toward  the  point  where  the  Chattanooga  road  crosses  Lookout 
Creek,  and  about  12  o’clock  had  a little  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 
An  hour  after,  the  mutterings  of  a heavy  musketry  fell  upon  our 
ears  from  the  direction  of  Geary.  He  was  fiercely  attacked,  first 
his  pickets,  and  soon  after  his  main  force,  but  not  before  he  was  in 
line  of  battle  to  receive  it.  Howard  was  directed  to  double-quick 
his  nearest  division  (Schurz’s)  to  his  relief,  and  before  proceeding  far 
a sheet  of  musketry  was  thrown  on  liim  from  the  central  hills,  but 
at  long  range,  and  inflicting  no  great  injury.  This  was  the  first 
intimation  that  the  enemy  were  there  at  all. 

Directions  were  immediately  given  for  one  of  the  brigades  e7i  route 
to  Geary  (Tyndale’s)  to  be  detached  and  assault  the  enemy  in  the 
hills  on  the  left,  and  for  the  other  brigade  to  push  on  as  ordered. 
Meanwhile,  Howard’s  First  Division,  under  Stelnwehr,  came  up, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  the  hill  to  the  rear  of  Schurz’s  division 
was  also  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force,  and  Smith’s  brigade,  of 
this  division,  was  ordered  to  carry  it  with  the  bayonet.  This  skele- 
ton, but  brave  brigade,  charged  up  the  mountain,  almost  inaccessible 
by  daylight,  under  a heavy  fire,  without  returning  it,  and  drove 
three  times  their  number  from  behind  hastily  thrown  up  intrench- 
ments,  capturing  prisoners,  and  scattering  the  enemy  in  all  directions. 
Ko  troops  ever  rendered  more  brilliant  service.  The  name  of  their 
valiant  commander  is  Col.  Orland  Smith,  of  the  Seventy-third  Ohio 
Volunteers.  Tyndale,  encountering  less  resistance,  had  also  made 
himself  master  of  the  enemy’s  position  in  his  front. 

During  these  operations  a heavy  musketry  fire,  with  occasional 
discharges  of  artillery,  continued  to  reach  us  from  Geary.  ^ It  was 
evident  that  a formidable  adversary  had  gathered  around  him,  and 
that  he  was  battling  him  with  all  his  might.  For  almost  three  hours, 
without  assistance,  he  repelled  the  repeated  attacks  of  vastly  supe- 
rior numbers,  and  in  the  end  drove  them  ingloriously  from  the  field. 
At  one  time  they  had  enveloped  him  on  three  sides,  under  circum- 
stances that  would  have  dismayed  any  officer  except  one  endowed 
with  an  iron  will  and  the  most  exalted  courage.  Such  is  the  charac- 
ter of  General  Geary.  With  this  ended  the  fight.  We  had  repelled 
every  attack,  carried  every  point  assaulted,  thrown  the  enemy  head- 
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long  over  th.e  river,  and,  more  than  all,  secured  our  new  communi- 
cations, for  the  time  being,  beyond  peradventure.  These  several 
conflicts  were  attended  with  unusual  interest  and  satisfaction,  from 
the  violence  of  the  attack,  the  great  alacrity  displayed  by  the  offi- 
cers and  men  in  springing  to  their  arms  on  the  first  indication  of  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  and  the  glorious  manner  in  which  they 
closed  in  on  him  for  the  struggle. 

I regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  except  any  portion  of  my 
command  in  my  commendation  of  their  courage  and  valor.  The 
brigade  dispatched  to  the  relief  of  Geary,  by  orders  delivered  in 
person  to  its  division  commander,  never  reached  him  until  long 
after  the  fight  had  ended.  It  is  alleged  that  it  lost  its  way,  when  it 
had  a terrific  infantry  fire  to  guide  them  all  the  way,  and  also  that 
they  became  involved  in  a swamp,  Avhen  there  was  no  swamp  or 
other  obstacle  between  them  and-  Geary,  which  should  have  delayed 
them  a moment  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  their  imperiled  com- 
panions. 

For  the  instances  of  conspiciious  individual  daring  and  conduct, 
also  of  regiments  and  batteries,  the  most  distinguished  for  brilliant 
services  on  this  field,  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  is 
respectfully  called  to  the  reports  of  corps  and  division  commanders 
herewith  transmitted.  I must  confine  myself  to  an  expression  of 
my  appreciation  of  the  zealous  and  devoted  services  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Howard,  not  only  on  the  battle-field,  but  everywhere  and  at  all 
times.  Of  General  Geary  I need  say  no  more.  To  both  of  these 
officers  I am  profoundly  grateful  for  the  able  assistance  they  have 
always  given  me.  Our  loss  is  416,  among  them  some  of  the  bravest 
officers  and  men  of  my  command. 

General  Greene  was  severely  wounded  while  in  the  heroic  perform- 
ance of  his  duty.  Colonel  Underwood,  of  the  Thirty- third  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  was  also  desperately  wounded,  and  for  his  re- 
covery I am  deeply  concerned.  If  only  in  recognition  of  his  merito- 
rious services  on  this  field,  his  many  martial  virtues,  and  great 
personal  worth,  it  would  be  a great  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  this 
officer  advanced  to  the  grade  of  brigadier-general. 

For  the  many  whose  deaths  the  country  will  deplore,  I must  refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders.  Of  the  loss  of  the 
enemy,  it  cannot  fall  short  of  1,500.  Geary  buried  153  rebel  carcasses 
on  his  front  alone.  We  took  upward  of  100  prisoners  and  several 
hundred  stand  of  small-arms.  With  daylight  to  follow  up  our  suc- 
cess, doubtless  our  trophies  would  have  been  much  more  abundant. 

The  force  opposed  to  us  consisted  of  two  of  Longstreet’s  divisions, 
and  corresponded  in  number  to'  our  corps.  From  the  jDrisoners  we 
learn  that  they  had  watched  the  column  as  it  descended  the  valley, 
and  confidently  counted  on  its  annihilation. 

To  conclude,  I must  express  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
Major-General  Butterfield,  chief  of  my  staff,  for  the  valuable  assist- 
ance rendered  me  on  the  field;  also  to  Major  Lawrence,  Captain  Hall, 
Lieutenants  Perkins  and  Oliver,  aides-de-camp,  for  the  faithful,  intel- 
ligent, and  devoted  performance  of  all  the  duties  assigned  them.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


*A  map  accompanying  this  report  will  appear  in  the  Atlas, 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  11th  and  12th  Corps, 

[ Army  op  the  Cumberland, 

No.  5.  ) Lookout  Valley,  November  1,  1863. 

It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  that  the  major-general  commanding 
communicates  to  the  troops  composing  the  Eleventh  Corps,  and  to 
the  Second  Division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  the  subjoined  letter  from 
the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  ex- 
pressive of  his  appreciation  of  yonr  distinguished  services  on  the 
night  of  the  28th  instant. 

It  is  a noble  tribute  to  your  good  conduct  from  a brave  and  devoted 
soldier. 

The  general  hopes  that  it  will  inspire  as  much  satisfaction  in  the 
breasts  of  his  officers  and  men  as  it  has  in  his  own,  and  that  we  may 
all  be  stimulated  by  it  to  renewed  efforts  to  secure  the  good  opinion 
of  our  commander  while  we  also  emulate  the  courage  and  valor  of 
our  companions  in  arms. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  30,  1883. 


Major-General  Hooker, 

Commanding  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps : 


General  : I most  heartily  congratulate  you  and  the  troops  under  your  command 
at  the  brilliant  success  you  gained  over  your  old  adversary  (Longstreet)  on  the  night 
of  the  28th  instant.  The  bayonet  charge  of  Howard’s  troops,  made  up  the  sides  of 
a steep  and  difficult  hill  over  200  feet  high,  completely  routing  and  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  barricades  on  its  top,  and  the  repulse  by  Geary’s  division  of  greatly 
superior  numbers,  who  attempted  to  surprise  him,  will  rank  among  the  most  distin- 
guished feats  of  arms  of  this  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


By  command  of  Major-General  Hooker : 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  13. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  0.  Hoivard,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Eleventh  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Army  Corps, 

October  29,  1863 — 7.30  a.  m.  (Received  30th.) 

General  : My  corps  arrived  at  this  point  about  5 p.  m.  yesterday; 
went  into  camp,  throwing  out  strong  pickets  and  outposts.  Between 
12  and  1 a.  m.  there  was  considerable  skirmishing  not  far  from  the 
wagon-road  bridge  over  Lookout  Creek.  At  1 a.  m.,  hearing  General 
Geary’s  guns,  by  the  commanding  general’s  order  the  corps  was  got 
under  arms.  General  Steinwehr,  with  Colonel  Smith’s  brigade,  car- 
ried the  heights  near  the  bridge,  which  had  been  previously  in- 
trenched by  the  enemy.  General  Schurz  occupied  the  next  succeed- 
ing knolls,  and  finally  succeeded  in  pushing  a brigade  to  the  support 
of  General  Geary.  "The  troops  were  more  or  less  engaged  until  4 
a.  m.,  when  the  firing  ceased. 

There  is  quite  a large  number  wounded,  but  not  many  killed. 


Chap.  XLIII.l 


KEOPENING  OF  THE  TENNESSEE  RIVER. 


97 


The  enemy’s  attempt  was  to  hold  my  corps  in  check  v/hile  he 
}d  Geary.  I " ‘ ’ 
espectfully, 


destroyed  Geary.  He  did  not  succeed. 
R 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General, 

Major-General  Butterfield,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 
Lookout  Valley,  November  1,  1863. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
operations  of  this  corjis  since  the  27th  ultimo  : 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  major-general  commanding, 
the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  left  Bridgeport  at  sunrise  on  the 
27th  of  October.  One  battery  had  been  located  at  Rankin’s  Ferry, 
one  full  regiment  at  Battle  Creek,  and  the  transportation  of  the 
corps  at  Bridgeport  A portion  of  General  Steinwehr’s  command 
already  occupied  Shellmound.  A company  of  the  Fifth  Tennessee 
Cavalry  and  another  of  the  First  Alabama  reported  to  me  for  the 
march.  With  this  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry,  every  approach 
from  the  right  flank  was  carefully  guarded  during  the  passage  of 
the  column.  The  corps  reached  Whiteside’s  and  was  encamped  by 
^ 8 p.  m.  A regiment,  strengthened  by  a detachment  from  another 
' from  General  Schurz’s  division,  was  detached  at  Shellmound  and 
ordered  to  hold  the  pass  toward  Trenton,  near  Gordon’s  Mines. 
Small  squads  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  were  driven  before  us  and  a 
few  prisoners  taken  during  the  march. 

At  daylight  on  the  28th,  the  column  moved  in  the  same  order  as  the 
day  before.  General  Steinwehr’s  division  leading.  There  was  some  lit- 
tle delay  in  crossing  a mountain  ridge  just  this  side  of  Etna,  battery 
wheels  being  broken  by  the  roughness  of  the  road,  so  that  as  soon  as 
the  head  of  the  column  debouched  in  the  Lookout  Valley  a halt  was 
called  and  the  troops  massed  until  the  corps  came  up.  The  march 
was  then  continued  with  scarcely  any  interruption  until  we  reached 
Wauhatchie.  About  a mile  south  of  that  point  scouts  and  cavalry 
were  met  by  a Are  from  the  enemy  concealed  in  the  thick  underbrush 
at  the  base  of  a spur  from  the  ridge  that  extends  along  the  southern 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  River.  This  point  is  at  the  fork  of  the  Brown’s 
Ferry  and  Chattanooga  road.  It  was  impossible  at  first  to  tell  the 
strength  of  the  enemy. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  general  commanding,  I di- 
rected General  Stein wehr  to  move  forward  cautiously  with  his  lead- 
ing brigade,  covered  by  skirmishers,  deploy  a portion  of  his  other 
brigade  to  the  east  of  the  railroad,  threatening  the  enemy’s  left,  and 
General  Schurz  to  move  a brigade  toward  the  right  of  the  position  of 
the  enemy.  The  movement  had  hardly  begun  when  the  enemy  gave 
way  and  fled  across  Lookout  Creek,  burning  the  railroad  bridge. 
Five  or  6 men  of  Colonel  Buschbeck’s  brigade  were  wounded. 

^ The  column  again  took  up  its  line  of  march  and  effected  a junc- 
tion with  the  Chattanooga  troops,  already  on  the  south  and  west 
shores.  During  the  march  from  Wauhatchie  to  this  point  the  en- 
emy shelled  the  troops  and  train  from  the  top  of  Lookout  Mount- 
ain. One  man  was  killed  and  1 wounded.  Here  the  corps  was  en- 
camped with  its  left  resting  on  the  shore  ridge  of  the  Tennessee  and 
its  right  at  the  foot  of  the  Raccoon  Mountain.  A small  portion  of 
General  Geary’s  division  was  halted  at  Wauhatchie.  Strong  out- 
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posts  were  posted,  one  toward  Kelley’s  Ferry  for  the  purpose  of  cut- 
ting off  any  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  reported  to  be  lurking  in 
that  direction,  and  another  of  a regiment  toward  the  point  where 
the  Chattanooga  road  crosses  Lookout  Creek.  Some  skirmishing 
occurred  with  this  regiment  between  12  and  1 a.  m.  The  regiment 
did  not  reach  its  destin  ition,  but  halted  near  Ellis’  house  and  drew 
up  in  line  of  battle,  its  skirmishers  encountering  those  of  the  enemy 
on  a height  beyond. 

At  1 a.  m.  heavy  firing,  infantry  and  artillery,  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  General  Geary.  The  corps  was  ordered  under  arms, 
and,  in  accordance  with  General  Hooker’s  instructions,  a brigade 
ordered  to^  the  position  of  the  skirmish  of  the  day  before,  and  another 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Geary.  I instantly  communicated  the 
order  to  General  Steinwehr. 

At  this  time  I joined  General  Hooker,  who  instructed  me  to  fulfill 
the  order  just  given  with  the  troops  nearest  those  points  designated. 

General  Schurz’s  division,  or  a part  of  it,  being  already  under 
arms,  was  moved  out  as  quick  as  possible,  and  General  Schurz  directed 
to  push  his  leading  brigade  as  fast  as  possible  to  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Geary.  Meanwhile,  General  Steinwehr’s  division  was  moved 
toward  Ellis’  house,  and  his  second  brigade.  Colonel  Smith  com- 
manding, was  instructed  to  carry  a height  near  that  point,  already 
occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force.  His  other  brigade  and  the  batteries 
were  held  in  reserve.  Colonel  Smith’s  brigade  promptly  executed 
. the  order  given  him,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  barricades,  already 
established  on  the  top  of  the  heights.  The  troops  charged  up  the 
heights  under  heavy  fire,  without  returning  it,  until  the  enemy  was 
completely  routed.  They  took  quite  a number  of  arms  and  prisoners. 
General  Schurz’s  division,  after  some  delay,  occasioned  by  losing  the 
road  and  getting  into  a swamp,  succeeded  in  carrying  the  next  height 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  This  was  done  by  General  Tyndale’s  bri- 
gade. 

General  Schurz,  having  been  reinstructed  by  General  Hooker  in 
person,  sent  a brigade,  Colonel  Hecker’s,  to  effect  a junction  with 
General  Geary,  which  was  accomplished  about  5 a.  m.  These 
operations,  and  those  of  General  Geary,  repulsing  the  enemy’s  attack, 
had  the  effect  of  dislodging  him  from  every  position  this  side  of 
Lookout  Creek.  This  engagement,  brief  and,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, of  small  extent,  has  crowned  our  efforts  to  open  the  river.  It 
has  also  cost  us  much  in  the  lives  of  several  valuable  officers  and  in 
the  disabling  of  others.  For  the  mention  of  these  I call  attention  to 
the  reports  of  division  commanders. 

I shall  make  hereafter  special  recommendations  on  account  of  good 
conduct  in  this  action.  The  conduct  of  the  men,  as  well  as  their 
oflScers,  was  excellent.  In  the  night,  as  it  was,  and  uncertain  as  we 
were  as  to  the  enemy’s  position  and  strength,  there  was  no  giving 
way,  and  little  or  no  straggling  in  the  command.  Several  officers, 
endeared  to  us  and  invaluable  to  the  country,  have  given  their  lives. 
Colonel  Underwood,  of  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
is  seriously  wounded.  We  cannot  be  too  grateful  to  him  and  them 
for  the  noble  part  they  have  acted,  and  for  the  sacrifice  they  have 
made.  I will  frankly  say  that  great  encouragement  and  confidence 
was  given  us  by  the  immediate  presence  of  the  commanding  general. 

Very  respectfully, 

•O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

Capt.  H.  W.  Perkins,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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No.  14. 

Report  of  Surg.  Daniel  G.  Brinton,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director, 

Office  of  Medical  Director,  Eleventh  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

February  19,  1864. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  action 
of  the  medical  department  of  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Lookout  Valley,  or  Wauhatchie  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  October,  1863,  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  broke  camp  at  Whiteside’s  Station, 
on  the  Chattanooga  and  Nashville  Railroad,  and  followed  slowly 
and  cantiously  the  wagon  road  that  leads  over  a spur  of  Raccoon 
Mountain  into  the  Valley  of  Lookout  Creek.  At  any  moment  the 
enemy  might  appear  and  an  engagement  commence.  At  any  mo- 
ment the  medical  officers  might  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the 
wounded.  Accordingly,  the  acting  medical  director,  Surg.  Robert 
Hubbard,  Seventeenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  was  engaged  with 
the  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  two  divisions  in  looking  for  favorable 
locations  for  a field  hospital,  and  in  providing  for  the  most  econom- 
ical employment  of  the  medical  and  hospital  stores  on  hand.  There 
was  urgent  need  of  such  economy.  The  command  had  left  Bridge- 
port with  no  other  transportation  than  the  ambulances.  No  hos- 
pital tents  were  taken,  and  not  only  was  there  a very  limited  amount 
of  medical  stores,  especially  stimulants,  on  hand  when  they  marched, 
but  a portion  of  these,  through  an  error  of  the  ambulance  officers, 
had  been  left  behind. 

No  enemy  was  seen  until  well  on  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  troops 
had  passed  the  junction  of  the  Trenton  and  Chattanooga  Railroad, 
and  entered  a dense  belt  of  vf  oods  that  at  this  point  stretched  across 
Lookout  Valley. 

Here  we  came  upon  the  enemy’s  outposts,  and  an  irregular  picket 
firing  ensued.  Our  cavalry  was  withdrawn,  the  Second  Brigade  of 
the  Second  Division  deployed  in  skirmish  line  and  ordered  to 
advance,  while  a portion  of  the  First  Brigade  followed  the  railroad 
track  on  the  right.  The  enemy  made  no  resistance,  but  fired  their 
guns  toward  the  advancing  line  and  hastened  to  make  good  their 
escape. 

The  casualties,  from  their  irregular  fire,  amounted  to  1 killed  and 
3 slightly  wounded.  A frame  house,  with  spacious  verandas,  about 
2 miles  in  the  rear,  had  been  chosen  for  a provisional  field  hospital, 
but  only  1 of  the  wounded  was  sent  there. 

Before  sunset  ^ the  troops  had  reached  their  destined  camping 
grounds,  the  Third  Division  being  located  in  the  valley,  opposite 
what  has  since  been  called  Tyndale’s  Hill,  and  the  Second  about 
half  a mile  nearer  the  river,  on  the  main  road.  Near  Wauhatchie 
Station,  General  Geary,  with  the  Second  Division  of  the  Twelfth 
Corps,  was  encamped.  The  ambulances  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  were 
parked  with  the  ammunition  train,  near  the  Second  Division.  The 
night  was  clear  and  the  moon  almost  full.  Shortly  after  midnight 
our  slumbers  were  disturbed  by  rapid  musketry  in  the  direction  of 
Geary’s  command. 

The  Third  Division  of  our  corps  was  immediately  ordered  to  move 
at  double-quick  to  their  assistance;  but  hardly  were  they  fairly 
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under  way  when  a volley  from  the  two  hills  which  [are]  on  either  side 
of  the  road  leading  over  Lookout  Mountain  to  Chattanooga,  showed 
that  the  enemy  were  upon  our  flank.  The  Third  Division  was  im- 
mediately ordered  to  stop,  face  toward  the  hills,  and  take  the  one 
on  the  south  of  the  pass,  while  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Second 
Division  was  directed  to  take  by  assault  the  hill  north  of  the  road. 
These  orders  were  at  once  executed,  the  enemy  making  but  little 
resistance  at  the  former,  but  so  much  the  more  determined  and 
obstinate  opposition  at  the  latter  point.  Here  was  where  we  had 
our  principal  loss,  and  here  the  battle  was  decided,  as  the  enemy 
was  aware  that  this  was  the  key  to  the  position.  This  position  lost, 
they  at  once  retired  and  the  firing  ceased.  This  was  2.30.  a.  m. 

In  the  meantime,  a site  had  been  chosen  in  a woods  about  a mile 
north  of  Tyndale's  Hill,  close  to  and  on  the  right  of  the  road  to 
Brown’s  Ferry,  convenient  to  wood  and  water,  for  a field  hospital ; 
fires  built,  candles  procured,  straw  collected  from  a neighboring 
barn  for  beds,  amputating  tables  knocked  together,  and  all  the  stores 
of  the  different  regiments  deposited  there,  the  whole  under  charge 
of  Surg.  W.  H.  Gunkle,  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
The  moment  the  firing  ceased  the  ambulances  were  put  in  motion 
for  the  scene  of  action,  and  plied  to  and  fro  until  daylight. 

At  earliest  dawn  I rode  over  the  field  of  the  Second  Division,  and 
so  well  had  the  ambulance  corps  performed  its  duty  that  I found 
only  3 wounded  still  on  the  field.  One  of  these  was  a Confederate, 
shot  in  the  knee,  in  whom  the  collapse  was  so  marked  that  the  am- 
bulance men  had  supposed  him  dying.  A second  had  received  a 
musket  ball  in  the  head,  which  entered  posteriorly,  carrying  away 
a large  fragment  of  the  left  parietal  bone  and  much  of  the  corre- 
sponding lobe  of  the  brain.  The  man  was  senseless,  but  groaning 
piteously.  He  was  laid  in  an  adjacent  cabin,  and  lived  until  toward 
evening. 

At  the  hospital  109  wounded  were  received,  and  entered  upon  the 
list.  Of  these,  3 were  Confederates.  Four  amputations  were  per- 
formed, two  of  the  thigh,  one  of  the  upper  third  of  humerus,  and 
one  of  three  fingers.  Eight  died  at  the  hospital.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  deaths  are  not  received  in  this  ofiice.  Those  who  died  at  the 
hospital  were  buried  in  the  field  across  the  road,  while  those  who 
were  killed  outright  were  interred  at  the  foot  of  Smith’s  Hill.  All 
these  were  subsequently  exhumed,  and  the  remains  transferred  to 
the  national  cemetery  at  Chattanooga.  At  that  time  (February, 
1864),  there  were  30  bodies  found,  but  a number  had  been  taken 
North  by  their  friends. 

As  soon  as  it  was  clear  that  we  should  have  a number  of  wounded, 
the  acting  medical  director  sent  to  Chattanooga  for  a barrel  of  whisky 
and  other  supplies.  We  had  hardly  received  them  ere  orders  came 
to  send  all  the  wounded  at  once  to  the  general  field  hospital  over 
the  river.  By  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  few  were  left  on  this 
bank.  In  consequence  of  this  the  statistics  above  given  are  not  cor- 
rect. Many  of  the  wounded  were  never  entered  on  the  records  of 
the  hospital. 

Some  primary  operations  were  not  performed  there.  The  results 
of  all  are  unknown.  I shall  not  offer  guesses,  but  conclude  with 
some  observations  of  a general  character. 

All  the  wounds  recorded  were  by  small-arms,  except  some  contu- 
sions, and  one  shell  wound.  The  latter  must  have  been  from  the 
battery  on  Point  Lookout,  as  we  used  no  artillery  during  the  affair. 
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while  the  artillerists  on  the  mountain  dropped  their  shells  with  the 
greatest  impartiality  over  the  field. 

In  such  an  action  as  this,  if  anywhere,  we  would  look  for  bayonet 
wounds.  Here  was  a charge — a hand-to-hand  contest  literally ; some 
of  the  contusions  were  given  by  clubbed  muskets.  Not  a bayonet 
wound  is  recorded.  I looked  for  them,  but  neither  saw  nor  heard 
of  any.  There  was  none. 

The  case  of  Colonel  (now  Brigadier- General)  Underwood,  Thirty- 
third  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  merits  especial  mention.  A conical 
ball  entered  externally  a few  inches  below  the  great  trochanter, 
passed  through  the  soft  parts  horizontally,  fractured  the  upper  third 
of  the  femur,  passed  out  and  into  the  dorsum  of  the  penis,  whence 
it,  together  with  a piece  of  bone  the  size  of  a half  pea,  which-  it  had 
carried  with  it,  was  extracted  by  Surgeon  Hubbard.  A few  days 
after  the  affair  he  was  taken  to  Nashville,  and  at  the  present  writing, 
I am  informed,  the  bone  has  united,  the  wound  closed,  and  the  gen- 
eral health  good,  though  the  injured  leg  is  4 inches  shorter  than 
before.  The  treatment  was  perfect  rest,  good  diet,  and  an  unmov- 
able position  of  the  wounded  extremity. 

I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  G.  BRINTON, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Medical  Director,  Eleventh  Corps, 

Surg.  Glover  Perin, 

U,  S.  Army,  Medical  Director, 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  Adolph  von  Steinwehr,  U.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding Second  Division, 

Church  of  John  the  Baptist, 

October  30,  1863. 

Colonel  : On  the  27th  instant,  this  division  broke  camp  and  left 
Bridgeport  at  6 a.  m. , the  First  Brigade  leading.  At  about  5 p.  m. 
we  arrived  at  Whiteside’s  and  camped  for  the  night.  On  the  28th, 
we  marched  at  daybreak  toward  Brown’s  Ferry  in  the  same  order. 
At  the  Trenton  road  the  first  indications  of  the  enemy  were  seen. 
At  about  2 p.  m.  the  advance  guard  of  the  First  Brigade  was  fired 
upon.  The  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  was  deployed  as  skirmishers 
and  advanced.  The  Second  Brigade  advanced,  "the  Seventy-third 
Ohio  in  a deployed  line  to  the  right  of  the  Seventy-third  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  followed  as  a reserve, 
together  with  the  artillery.  When  the  advanced  regiments  reached 
the  foot  of  the  hill  a skirmish  ensued.  After  firing  a few  rounds, 
we  charged  upon  the  enemy,  who  fell  back  across  the  Lookout  Creek. 
The  command  was  then  assembled  upon  the  Chattanooga  road  and 
moved  forward.  Late  in  the  afternoon  we  went  into  camp  in  Look- 
out Valley,  about  4 miles  from  Chattanooga. 

At  about  12  midnight  a firing  was  heard  in  our  front  and  shortly 
afterward  I received  orders  to  advance  with  my  division.  I ad- 
vanced with  the  Second  Brigade,  the  First  following.  When  we  had 
advanced  about  one-quarter  of  a mile  beyond  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  I was  ordered  to  take  and  hold  a hill  upon  our  left  flank, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy.  I ordered  Col.  0.  Smith  to  ad- 


102 


KY.,  SW.  YA.,  TEIS-IT.,  MISS.,  K.  ALA.,  AlTD  K.  GA,  [Chap.  XLm. 


vance  npon  the  hill  with  the  Seventy-third  Ohio  and  Thirty-third 
Massachusetts  in  line  of  battle,  and  directed  the  One  hundred  and 
Thirty-sixth  New  York  to  ascend  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  other 
two  regiments.  The  troops  were  ordered  not  to  fire,  but  to  use  the 
bayonet.  They  made  a gallant  charge  and  took  the  crest.  The  en- 
emy fled,  leaving  some  arms  and  intrenching  tools  in  their  rifle-pits. 
The  tools  were  immediately  made  use  of  to  strengthen  their  position 
by  the  men.  We  captured  about  50  prisoners.  The  hill  was  occu- 
pied by  Law’s  brigade,  of  Jenkins’  division,  Longstreet’s  corps,  num- 
bering five  regiments,  about  2,000  men.  Our  attacking  force  was 
not  quite  700  muskets.  The  First  Brigade  was  held  as  reserve  im- 
mediately behind  the  Second  Brigade,  and  advanced  into  the  gaps 
right  and  left  of  the  hill,  to  prevent  a flanking  movement  of  the 
enemy. 

Respectfully, 

A.  VON  STEINWEHR, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Second  Division, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Meysenburg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  16. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  Adolphus  BuscJibecTc  commandr 

ing."^ 

October  27,  in  the  morning,  this  brigade,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  which  was  stationed  at 
Battle  Creek,  Tenn.,  marched  in  the  advance  of  the  corps  from 
Bridgeport,  Ala.,  and  encamped  at  night  near  Whiteside’s. 

Odoher  28,  this  brigade,  still  in  the  advance  of  the  corps,  marched 
in  the  direction  of  Brown’s  Ferry.  Upon  arriving  at  the  Trenton 
road  the  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  ordered  to 
take  position  upon  a hill  commanding  that  road,  and  to  hold  the 
same.  When  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  had  arrived  about  1 mile 
this  side  of  the  Wauhatchie  road  the  advance  guard  was  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy,  who  was  posted  upon  a steep  hill.  ^ The  Seventy-third 
Pennsylvania  V olunteers  were  deployed  as  skirmishers.  The  reserve, 
consisting  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  and  One  hundred 
and  fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  was  sent  to  the  right  and 
left  of  the  hill,  to  outflank  them.  When  the  flanking-  parties  had 
arrived  at  the  hill  a charge  was  made,  and  the  enemy  retreated  in 
great  disorder  across  LooKOut  Creek.  The  brigade  then  moved  on 
and  encamped  at  night  in  Lookout  Valley.  In  this  engagement  2 
men  were  wounded.  During  the  night  the  enemy  attacked  General 
Geary.  The  Eleventh  Corps  was  ordered  to  his  support.  This  bri- 
gade was  held  in  reserve. 


No.  17. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Orland  Smith  commanding.'^ 

This  command  at  date  of  last  report  was  stationed  at  Bridgeport, 
Ala.  It  remained  at  that  post  until  October  9,  when  it  was  ordered 
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to  Stevenson,  Ala.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteers  was  stationed  at  Anderson  Station,  on  the  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  and  seven  companies  of  other  regiments 
at  various  bridges  between  that  point  and  Bridgeport,  Ala. 

October  24,  the  entire  command  was  ordered  to  Bridgeport,  Ala., 
and  on  the  day  following  crossed  the  Tennessee  River,  and  moved  to 
Shellmound  Station. 

October  27,  it  m.oved  with  the  remainder  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  to 
Whiteside’s  Station ; thence,  on  the  28th,  to  Brown’s  Ferry,  near 
Lookout  Mountain,  having  a slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  the 
base  of  Lookout  Mountain  on  the  route  thither. 

October  29,  at  1 a.  m.,  the  command  was  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
suffering  severely,  but  driving  the  foe  (who  were  2,000  strong)  from 
a strong  position,  our  force  engaged  being  less  than  700.  Generals 
Thomas,  Hooker,  Howard,  and  Steinwehr,  complimented  the  bri- 
gade on  its  good  behavior.  The  command  has  remained  on  the 
ground  where  the  engagement  occurred  since  that  date. 


No.  18. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Godfrey  Rider,  jr.,  Thirty-third  Massachu- 

setts  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-third  Regt.  Mass.  Volunteers, 

Near  Lookout  Mountain,  Tenn.,  November  1,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
share  taken  by  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers in  the  operations  of  the  28th  and  29th  ultimo : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  this  command  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  behind  the  Seventy-third  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  advanced 
steadily,  skirmishing  through  the  woods  and  brush  on  the  right  of 
the  railroad.  U pon  reaching  an  open  space,  where  the  line  was  or- 
dered to  halt,  a brisk  fire  of  solid  shot  and  shell  was  opened  upon  it 
from  a battery  of  heavy  guns  upon  the  top  of  Lookout  Mountain. 
The  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  and  remained  in  this  position 
about  half  an  hour,  when  this  command  was  ordered  to  follow  the 
Seventy -third  Ohio  Volunteers  which  marched  by  the  right  flank 
back  through  the  woods,  recrossed  the  railroad,  and  took  the  main 
road  on  the  other  side.  This  movement  was  executed  in  good  order 
and  without  hurry,  the  men  marching  steadily,  regardless  of  the 
shot  and  shell  which  the  enemy  continued  to  shower  upon  the  col- 
umn, until  it  was  beyond  the  reach  of  his  guns.  About  sundown  the 
regiment  encamped  with  the  brigade  within  our  own  lines.  Our  loss 
in  this  action  was  1 man  killed. 

At  half  past  12  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  march.  This  command  immediately  fell  into  line,  and  after 
a march  of  a little  over  a mile  reached  a steep  hill  covered  with  trees 
and  underbrush,  upon  the  crest  of  which  the  enemy  were  posted,  be- 
hind breastworks  and  rifle-pits,  with  skirmishers  thrown  out  in 
front.  This  regiment  formed  in  line  of  battle  upon  the  hill-side,  its 
right  resting  upon  the  road,  and  with  one  company  (H)  deployed  as 
skirmishers  on  the  left,  reaching  almost  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and 
was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  and  connect  with  the  Seventy-third 
Ohio  in  front. 
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The  line  advanced  in  good  order,  nnder  fire  of  the  enemy’s  skir- 
mishers, until  it  reached  a crooked  ravine  some  20  feet  deep  running 
parallel  with  the  hill-side,  the  sides  of  which  were  almost  perpen- 
dicular, slippery  with  leaves  and  clay,  and  covered  with  brush,  and 
its  appearance  rendered  still  more  formidable  by  the  deceptive  moon- 
light. At  this  point  it  was  impossible  to  preserve  a perfect  line, 
but  the  regiment  gallantly  plunged  into  it — the  dead  and  living  roll- 
ing down  together — climbed  the  opposite  side,  and  halted  in  some  dis- 
order. Here  the  enemy  opened  a deadly  fire  from  the  whole  length 
of  their  line  upon  our  front  flank  and  rear.  Colonel  Underwood  fell 
dangerously  wounded,  and  many  other  officers  and  file  closers  were 
either  killed  or  wounded.  Unfortunately,  the  exact  position  of  the 
enemy  was  unknown,  and  the  Seventy -third  Ohio,  with  which  we 
were  ordered  to  connect,  could  not  be  found  for  that  purpose,  they 
having  advanced  farther  on  our  right,  while  we  supposed  them  to 
be  in  a position  actually  occupied  by  the  enemy.  In  this  emergency, 
the  regiment  believing  itself  without  support,  and  fired  into  by  its 
friends,  some  confusion  naturally  ensued,  and  the  line  fell  back  slowly 
into  the  road.  Here  it  was  quickly  reformed  and  again  advanced 
in  line,  with  fixed  bayonets  and  without  firing,  directly  up  the  face 
of  the  hill  until,  within  a few  yards  of  the  breastworks,  it  drew  the 
enemy’s  fire,  when,  with  a cheer,  it  turned  by  the  right  flank,  gained 
the  crest,  crossed  the  rifle-pits,  and  charged  upon  the  enemy’s  flank 
with  the  bayonet,  at  the  same  time  pouring  a volley  into  his  retreat- 
ing ranks.  The  enemy,  without  waiting  to  reply,  retreated  precipi- 
tately over  the  'hill,  abandoning  his  killed  and  wounded,  and  leav- 
ing us  in  full  possession  of  the  hill.  Here  the  regiment  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  posted  pickets,  and  commenced  throwing  up  breast- 
works in  case  of  an  attack. 

This  command  captured  2 commissioned  officers  (1  wounded) 
and  39  privates,  together  with  a large  number  of  muskets  and  all 
the  enemy’s  intrenching  tools.  Three  companies  of  this  command 
were  absent,  having  been  sent  on  an  expedition  toward  Kelley’s  Ford. 
The  regiment,  therefore,  went  into  action  with  only  seven  companies, 
numbering  about  230  men.  Out  of  this  small  force  the  command 
lost : Killed,  3 commissioned  officers  and  22  enlisted  men ; wounded, 
5 commissioned  officers  and  56  enlisted  men ; total,  8 commissioned 
officers  and  78  enlisted  men,  one-third  of  the  whole  number  engaged. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  RIDER,  Jr., 

Lieutenant- Coloiiel,  Comdg.  Thirty -third  Massachusetts  Vols, 
Col.  Orland  Smith, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Eleventh  Corps. 


Ho.  19. 

Report  of  Col.  James  Wood,  jr.,  One  hundred  and  thirty -sixth 

Neiv  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  136th  Hew.  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 

In  the  Field,  Lookout  Valley, 

Near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  1,  1863. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  regiment  under  my  command  since  and^  including 
the  26th  day  of  October  ultimo.  On  that  day  I was  relieved  from 
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guarding  that  part  of  the  ISTashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  and 
the  bridges  and  wooden  structures  thereon  between  Anderson  and 
Tantalon,  to  which  I had  been  assigned  by  orders  from  brigade  head- 
quarters, bearing  date  11th  October  ultimo.  The  regiment  marched 
from  Anderson  to  Bridgeport  to  join  the  brigade  from  which  it  had 
been  detached  while  guarding  the  railroad.  The  march  was  made 
over  the  Cumberland  Mountains  by  a steep  and  declivitous  road  or 
bridle  path  inaccessible  to  wagons,  under  the  guidance  of  L.  Willis, 
esq.,  a firm  and  unconditional  Union  man,  residing  near  Anderson. 
The  regiment  arrived  at  Bridgeport  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
having  marched  a distance  of  16  miles.  On  arriving  at  Bridgeport 
I learned  that  the  brigade  had  marched  the  evening  before  to  Shell- 
mound,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River.  ^ I thereupon  re- 
ported, with  my  command,  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  von  Steinwehr,  division 
commander,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  During  the  evening  I 
received  orders  to  march  with  the  Eleventh  Corps  at  sunrise  the 
next  morning,  and  to  join  my  brigade  on  the  march. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order,  the  regiment  marched  with  the  corps  at 
the  time  designated,  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  at  Bridgeport  on 
pontoon  bridges,  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  Chattanooga 
road.  At  Shellmound  the  regiment  came  up  with  and  joined  the 
brigade.  From  this  point  the  regiment,  with  the  Eleventh  Corps,  of 
which  it  formed  a part,  marched  to  BrowiTs  Ferry,  on  the  Tennes- 
see River,  in  Lookout  Valley,  about  3 miles  from  Chattanooga,  at 
which  point  it  arrived  near  sunset  of  28th  October  ultimo.  Although 
the  troops  were  on  two  occasions  during  the  march  massed  in  column 
by  division,  preparatory  to  an  engagement  in  case  the  enemy  at- 
tempted to  dispute  our  progress  (of  which  it  was  reported  there  were 
indications),  and  some  skirmish  firing  was  heard  on  our  front,  this 
regiment  did  not  see,  nor  was  it  in  any  way  molested  by,  the  enemy 
on  this  march,  except  that  as  soon  as  the  marching  column  came 
within  range  of  his  artillery,  posted  on  Lookout  Mountain,  he  opened 
upon  it  v/ith  shot  and  shell,  and  kept  up  the  fire  until  the  whole  had 
passed.  But  such  was  the  elevation  of  the  mountain,  and  necessary 
inaccuracy  of  aim,  that  the  cannonade  was  entirely  harmless.  The 
shot  and  shell  fell  wide  of  the  mark,  and  did  not  so  much  as  create 
any  sensible  uneasiness  among  the  men  of  my  command.  I may  be 
allowed  to  mention  that  as  I passed  the  point  most  exposed  to  the 
fire  I found  Major-General  Hooker  stationed  beside  the  road  notify- 
ing the  men  as  they  passed  that  there  was  no  danger  from  the  artil- 
lery firing,  and  testifying  by  his  presence  and  position  that  he 
believed  what  he  said.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me.  to  say  that  this  con- 
duct of  our  commanding  general  had  the  most  inspiriting  influence 
on  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command. 

On  arriving  at  our  place  of  destination  this  regiment,  with  the  bri- 
gade, encaniped  for  the  night.  About  1 o’clock  of  the  morning  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  I was  awakened  by  skirmish  firing,  which  seemed 
to  be  a short  distance  back  on  the  road  over  which  we  had  marched. 
The  firing  rapidly  increased  in  intensify,  and  the  roar  of  artillery 
soon  mingling  with  it,  admonished  us  that  some  part  of  our  forces 
were  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  regiment  was  immediately 
ordered  to  fall  in  under  arms,  and  to  march  in  direction  of  the  con- 
flict. It  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  firing  was  occasioned  by  an 
attack  made  by  the  enemy  upon  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Geary,  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  who  had  been  following  us  from 
Bridgeport,  and  was  a few  hours  in  our  rear.  His  command,  con- 
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sisting  of  a part  of  liis  division,  liad  encamped  for  tlie  niglit  at  a 
place  called  Wanliatchie,  abont  3 miles  from  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Eleventh  Corps.  General  Howard  ordered  his  command  to 
march  at  once  to  the  aid  of  General  Geary.  This  regiment,  at  a 
donble-qiiick,  took  np  the  line  of  march  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  being 
preceded  by  the  Seventy-third  Ohio,  Thirty-third  Massachusetts, 
and  Fifty-fifth  Ohio.  When  about  1-J  miles  from  camp  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  occupied  the  crest  of  a hill,  at  the  foot  of 
which  t]^.e  road  on  which  we  were  marching  passed,  and  it  was  re- 
garded important  to  dislodge  him.  Col.  O.  Smith,  commanding  the 
brigade,  was  ordered  to  do  it.  Preparatory  to  executing  the  move- 
ment, the  brigade  w'as  halted  in  the  road.  Colonel  Smith  sent  for- 
ward the  Seventy -third  Ohio  and  Thirty-third  Massachusetts,  and 
directed  them  to  charge  the  hill  and  drive  the  enemy  therefrom. 

In  the  meantime,  I was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Stein wehr, 
division  commander,  to  march  my  regiment  by  file  to  the  left  and 
form  line  of  battle  west  of  and  perpendicular  to  the  road  on  which 
we  had  been  halted.  This  was  at  the  foot  of  another  hill,  about  200 
yards  north  of  the  one  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  similar  in  appear- 
ance to  it  and  from  which  it  was  separated  by  a gap  or  pass.  When 
I had  completed  the  movement  ordered,  I was  directed  to  send  two 
companies  to  skirmish  up  the  hill  at  the  foot  of  which  our  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  to  ascertain  if  it  was  occupied  by  the  enemy.  I 
immediately  detached  Companies  H and  K from  the  left  of  my  left 
wing  to  execute  the  movement,  and  placed  the  forcp  in  command  of 
Captain  Eldredge,  Company  K.  The  Seventy-third  Ohio  and  Thirty- 
third  Massachusetts  being  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy  on  the  hill 
which  they  had  been  ordered  to  charge,  my  regiment  was  ordered  to 
their  support.  I marched  to  the  base  of  the  same  hill,  halted,  and 
formed  line  of  battle  facing  it.  My  center  was  opposite  the  highest 
crest  of  the  hill.  Although  it  was  a bright  moonlight  night,  neither 
the  height  of  the  hill  nor  the  obstacles  to  be  encountered  could  be 
seen.  I was  ordered  to  charge  in  line  of  battle  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
drive  off  the  enemy,  and  form  a junction  with  the  Thirty-third 
Massachusetts  ©n  my  right.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that^  the 
two  companies  detached  as  skirmishers  had  not  at  this  time  rejoined 
the  regiment. 

I gave  the  command  ‘Horward,”  when  the  regiment  advanced  in 
line  of  battle  at  as  quick  a pace  as  the  steep  ascent  of  the  hill  would 
permit.  Moved  steadily  and  firmly  forward  under  a brisk  and  con- 
stant fire  from  the  enemy,  reached  and  crowned  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
drove  off  the  enemy,  .and  took  possession.  Not  a shot  was  fired  by  my 
men  until  the  crest  was  gained,  when  one  volley  was  discharged  at 
the  retreating  enemy.  At  the  time  the  charge  was  made  the  enemj 
was  engaged  in  throwing  up  a line  of  rifle-pits.  We  captured  his 
intrenching  tools.  Having  gained  and  occupied  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
I deployed  one  company  to  the  front  as  skirmishers,  moved  by  the 
right  flank,  and  formed  a connection  with  the  Thirty-third  Massa- 
chusetts, which  regiment  had  preceded  me,  charging  up  the  hill 
on  my  right,  and  was  vigorously  engaged  with  the  enemy  when^  I 
reached  the  crest.  The  victory  was  complete.  The  crest  of  the  hill 
is  not  more  than  6 yards  in  width,  from  which  there  is  a rapid  de- 
scent into  a valley  on  the  other  side.  Down  this  declivity  the  enemy 
precipitately  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion.  He  staggered  under  the 
intrepid  charges  and  deadly  blows  delivered  to  him  by  the  braves  of 
the  Seventy-third  Ohio  and  Thirty-third  Massachusetts.  His  dis- 
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comfiture  was  made  complete  by  the  vigorous  and  splendid  charge  of 
the  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers.  The  ground 
over  which  he  retreated  was  strewn  with  rifles,  swords,  hats,  caps,  and 
haversacks.  As  daylight  opened  upon  us,  we  were  all  astonished  at 
the  audacity  of  our  charge  and  astounded  at  our  success.  The  hill  is 
over  200  feet  perpendicular  height,  and  the  distance  from  the  road 
where  I formed  line  of  battle  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  is  180  yards. 

Prisoners  report  (and  the  report  is  confirmed  by  other  informa- 
tion, and  may  be  regarded  as  reliable)  that  the  force  of  the  enemy 
occupying  the  hill  consisted  of  Law’s  brigade.  Hood’s  division, 
Longstreet’s  corps.  This  brigade  was  composed  of  six  regiments, 
five  of  which  were  posted  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  the  sixth  being 
held  ill  reserve  in  the  valley  below.  The  face  of  the  hill  is  covered 
by  a forest  and  a thick  coating  of  leaves,  broken  by  gullies  or  ra- 
vines, and  obstructed  by  brush  and  upturned  trees.  Over  and 
througli  these  obstructions,  up  an  ascent  of  over  45  degrees,  the  men 
charged  with  a steadiness  and  precision  that  could  not  be  excelled 
by  the  most  experienced  and  veteran  troops.  At  no  time  was  there 
any  confusion  ; at  no  time  was  there  any  wavering.  From  the  com- 
mencement to  the  end  of  the  charge  the  alignment  of  the  line  of 
battle  was  wonderfully  preserved.  My  hearty  commendation  and 
profound  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
command  for  their  brave  and  gallant  conduct  on  this  occasion,  as  I 
was  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  my  able  and  energetic  field  officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Faulkner  (being  absent  on  detached  service  in 
State  of  New  York)  and  Major  Arnold  (being  detained  at  Bridge- 
port by  an  attack  of  illness  which  rendered  him  unable  to  take  the 
field).  There  is  no  occasion  to  make  special  mention  of  any  officer 
or  man  of  my  command,  for  every  one  engaged  seemed  to  perform 
his  whole  duty.  No  one  faltered ; there  were  no  stragglers.  All  are 
alike  entitled  to  credit ; all  alike  should  receive  the  commendation 
of  their  superior  officers,  the  gratitude  of  their  country,  and  the 
friends  of  all  may  well  feel  proud  of  the  bravery  and  gallantry 
which  was  exhibited. 

Our  casualties,  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  say,  are  slight,  our 
loss  being  only  2 killed  and  4 wounded.  This  exemption  from  dis- 
aster is  due  to  the  steepness  of  the  hill  up  which  we  charged,  the 
bullets  from  the  enemy’s  rifles  passing  harmlessly  over  our  heads. 
The  casualties  happened  after  we  reached  the  crest.  We  captured  6 
prisoners  and  40  rifles  left  on  the  field  by  the  retreating  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  respectfully, 

JAMES  WOOD,  Jr., 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  B.  F.  Stone,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  20. 

Report  of  Maj.  Samuel  H.  Hurst,  Seventy -third  Ohio  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-third  Regt.  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Near  Chattanooga,  November  2,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  actions  of  October  28  and  29  near 
Lookout  Creek  : 

In  the  afternoon  of  October  28,  shortly  after  leaving  Wauhatchie, 
in  our  line  of  march  toward  Chattanooga,  I was  ordered  to  cross  the 
Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  and  move  the  regiment  forward 
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in  line  of  battle,  with  its  left  toncbing  the  road,  and  ascertain  whether 
the  enemy  were  in  force  in  the  dense  woods  in  that  direction.  Hav- 
ing made  the  dispositions  indicated,  and  massed  onr  front  and  right 
flank  with  skirmishers,  we  moved  forward  until  our  line  had  passed 
that  of  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Buschbeck,  with  whom  I was 
ordered  to  connect.  Here  I halted  the  battalion  while  the  skirmish- 
ers went  forward  to  the  banks  of  Lookout  Creek,  where  they  com- 
municated with  the  skirmishers  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  assured 
themselves  that  the  enemy  was  not  in  force  in  that  immediate  vicin- 
ity, yet  a running  fire  of  skirmishers  and  an  attempt  to  burn  the 
railroad  bridge  across  the  creek  evidenced  the  intention  of  the  en- 
emy to  dispute  our  advance  in  that  direction. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  mountain  were  vig- 
orously engaged  in  shelling  our  position,  which,  however,  resulted 
to  us  in  no  casualties,  save  the  slight  wounding  of  1 man.  After 
remaining  in  this  position  about  half  an  hour,  I was  ordered  to  with- 
draw the  regiment  and  rejoin  the  brigade,  which  order  I at  once 
obeyed.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  while  the  Second  Brigade,  with 
the  Seventy-third  Ohio  in  the  advance, was  moving  to  the  support  of 
General  Geary,  at  about  2 o’clock  in  the  morning,  I was  ordered  to 
form  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  sweep  through  the 
woods  on  the  west  side  of  a range  of  hills  that  ran  parallel  with  the 
road  on  which  we  had  been  advancing.  I immediately  sent  forward 
Captain  Buchv^alter,  with  instructions  to  deploy  his  company  (A)  as 
skirmishers  and  move  in  the  direction  indicated  for  the  battalion. 
We  then  moved  forward  inline  as  rapidly  as  possible,  considering  the 
irregularities  of  the  ground,  the  dense  growth  of  underbrush,  and 
the  fallen  timber.  We  had  advanced,  however,  only  a few  hundred 
yards  when  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  opened  fire  upon  us  from  the 
hill-tops  on  our  left  and  from  our  front.  I was  ordered  to  wheel  the 
battalion  to  the  left  and  charge  the  hill,  and  was  informed  that  the 
Thirty-third  Massachusetts  would  connect  with  me  on  the  left  and 
move  up  the  hill  in  the  same  line  of  battle.  I instructed  Captain 
Buchwalter  to  move  his  skirmishers  by  the  left  into  our  new  front 
and  advance  in  that  direction,  in  executing  which  order  his  line  re- 
ceived a heavy  volley  from  an  unseen  force  of  the  enemy  on  our 
right,  and  the  gallant  captain  fell  mortally  wounded. 

We  moved  up  the  hill  (steep  and  difficult  though  it  was)  for  a 
hundred  paces,  receiving  an  irregular  fire  from  the  enemy  in  our 
front.  Then  we  lay  down  and  rested  for  a minute.  The  enemy’s 
fire  now  indicated  their  position  and  the  direction  of  their  line  of 
battle.  We  had  yet  another  hundred  paces  to  climb  before  we  could 
use  our  bayonets,  and  we  rose  up  and  moved  forward  again  to  the 
charge,  cheering  as  we  went,  and  driving  in  the  enemy’s  skirmishers. 
The  heavily  increasing  fire  of  the  enemy  provoked  an  occasional 
shot  from  our  own  lines  in  answer.  Our  skirmishers  had  been  con- 
stantly engaged,  and  now  their  line  opened  right  and  left,  and  we 
were  confronted  by  the  enemy’s  whole  line  of  battle,  sheltered  be- 
hind formidable  breastworks  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  As  we  came 
in  sight  of  them  in  the  clear  moonlight  they  lowered  their  guns  and 
poured  into  our  ranks  a most  deadly  fire.  Our  boys  began  to  fall 
rapidly,  but  the  ranks  were  instantly  closed,  and  steadily,  in  the 
face  of  death,  our  little  battalion  kept  shouting  and  charging  forward. 
The  firing  in  our  front  became  so  rapid  and  effective  that  I com- 
manded the  regiment  to  answer  it,  which  they  did  handsomely,  still, 
however,  continuing  to  advance. 

When  we  had  approached  within  2 or  3 rods  of  the  enemy’s  breast- 
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works  there  opened  upon  ns  a most  murderous  fire  from  a force  on 
our  right  flank,  completely  enfilading  our  line.  The  appearance  of 
this  force  on  our  flank  seemed  to  forbid  our  farther  advance.  I 
knew  we  had  no  support  on  our  right,  and  we  had  not  held  commu- 
nication with  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  at  any  time  during  the 
engagement.  Regarding  the  Seventy-third  as  the  directing  battal- 
ion, I had  paid  no  attention  to  our  support  on  the  left,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible for  me  to  learn  whether  Colonel  Underwood  was  advancing  or 
not,  while  heavy  and  irregular  firing,  with  cries  of  “Don’t  fire  upon 
your  own  men,”  coming  from  the  left  of  our  front,  only  increased 
the  confusion.  Under  the  circumstances  I deemed  it  rash  to  advance 
farther  until  I knew  that  one,  at  least,  of  my  flanks  was  protected. 
I ordered  the  regifiaent  to  retire  a few  rods,  which  they  did  in  per- 
fect order,  and  lay  down  again,  while  I sent  Captain  Higgins  to 
ascertain  the  position  and  movements  of  the  Thirty-third  Massa- 
chusetts. Learning  that,  though  they  had  fallen  back,  they  were 
again  advancing,  I was  preparing  to  go  forward  also,  when  infor- 
mation came  that  the  Thirty- third  had  turned  the  enemy’s  flank, 
was  gallantly  charging  him  in  his  breastworks,  and  driving  him  from 
the  left  crest  of  the  hill. 

I immediately  charged  forward  again,  took  and  occupied  the  works 
and  hill  in  our  own  front,  from  which  the  enemy  rapidly  fled.  The 
taking  of  this  hill  had  not  been  accomplished,  however,  without 
fearful  cost.  One-half  of  my  line  officers  and  one-third  of  my  men 
were  either  killed  or  wounded  in  this  brief  but  desperate  struggle, 
and  never  had  men  shown  higher  courage  than  characterized  the 
work  of  that  morning.  A full  report  of  the  casualties  has  already 
been  forwarded.  I cannot,  however,  neglect  to  mention  specially 
the  lamented  Captain  Buchwalter  (wounded,  and  since  dead),  whose 
chivalrous  spirit  and  high,  manly,  and  soldierly  qualities  won  all 
hearts,  and  gave  promise  of  a brilliant  and  useful  career. 

Captain  Barnes,  Lieutenants  McCommon,  Hawkins,  Talbott,  and 
Martin  were  among  the  wounded,  and  deserve  honorable  mention. 
They  behaved  most  gallantly  in  the  fight,  and  their  scars  will  be  re- 
membrancers of  duty  bravely  done.  But  where  all  acted  sq  nobly  it 
were  invidious  not  to  aAvard  them  a just  meed  of  jDraise.  Those  who 
survived  unscathed  were  no  less  courageous  than  their  fallen  com- 
rades. Captain  Higgins,  acting  major,  behaved  with  his  accustomed 
intrepidity,  being  always  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  cheering  the 
men  forward.  Lieutenants  Hinson,  Kinne}^,  Downing,  Stone,  Peters, 
and  Davis,  all  commanding  companies,  were  constantly  with  their 
men,  inspiring  them  with  a sublime  courage,  and  leading  them  with 
soldiery  determination  against  that  wall  of  fire.  Lieutenant  Hosier, 
acting  adjutant,  assisted  me  efficiently,  and  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  the  men  in  the  ranks  did  all  that  I could  ask.  With  dar- 
ing, dauntless  spirits,  they  attacked  an  enemy  vastly  superior  in 
numbers  and  holding  a fortified  and  almost  impregnable  position, 
and  drove  them  from  that  position  by  the  most  heroic  and  desperate 
effort.  It  was  an  achievement  worthy  the  best  men  of  a veteran 
army,  and  must  add  new  luster  to  our  already  honorable  names,  and 
make  it  a consideration  of  just  and  honest  pride  to  belong  to  the 
brave  old  Seventy-third. 

I have  the  honor,  captain,  to  subscribe  myself,  your  obedient 
servant, 

SAM’L  H.  HURST, 

Major,  Commanding  Regiment 

Capt.  B.  F.  Stone,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
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No.  21. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz,  U.  S.  Army,  cominandimj  Third 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Brownes  Ferry,,  October  31,  1863. 

General  : About  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  tlie  nigbt 
engagement  of  October  29,  I have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

We  arrived  in  camp  near  Brown’s  Ferry,  north  of  the  Kelley’s 
Ferry  road,  about  4.30  p.  m.  on  October  28.  Part  of  my  Third 
Brigade  was  left  behind  on  detached  service.  The  camp  we  occupied 
was  flanked  on  the  left  by  a row  of  steep  hills;  on  the  right  by  the 
Kaccoon  Mountain;  front  toward  Wauhatchie.  The  road  from 
Brown’s  Ferry  to  Wauhatchie  runs  along  steep  ridges,  intersected 
by  gaps  and  ravines,  through  one  of  which  runs  the  Kelley’s  Ferry 
road,  and  through  another  the  Chattanooga  Railroad,  the  two  being 
about  500  yards  apart.  On  the  right  of  the  road  is  a valley  about 
one-half  mile  wide,  partly  corn-fields  and  partly  timber  and  brush. 
This  valley  is  bordered  on  the  right  by  the  Raccoon  Mountain.  The 
hills  are  thickly  wooded.  My  picket  line  ran  along  the  Kelley’s  Ferry 
road,  forming  an  angle  where  it  touches  the  Raccoon  Mountain,  so 
as  to  cover  our  right.  General  Geary’s  command,  which  had  fol- 
lowed mine  on  the  march,  encamped  at  Wauhatchie,  about  3 miles 
from  our  camp.  About  midnight  we  were  disturbed  by  a few  shots 
on  our  picket  line,  which,  however,  indicated  nothing  serious. 

About  1 a.  m.,  October  29,  lively  firing  was  heard  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Wauhatchie.  Soon  after,  I was  ordered  to  send  one  of  my 
brigades  to  occupy  the  hill  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  road  to 
Wauhatchie  and  the  Chattanooga  Railroad.  I ordered  my  First 
Brigade,  under  General  Tyndale,  to  move  at  once,  and  as  rapidljr  as 
possible,  and  placed  myself  at  the  head  of  the  column.  It  was  bright 
moonlight.  About  one-half  mile  from  our  camp,  while  moving 
through  the  fields,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  angles  of  the  road,  accord- 
ing to  your  direction,  the  flankers  on  my  left  were  attacked  by  a 
rebel  force  concealed  in  the  woods  on  a hill  on  my  left,  and  my  lead- 
ing regiment  received  a full  volley,  which  wounded  1 of  my  staff 
officers.  Captain  Lender,  and  several  men.  This  rebel  force  was, 
however,  immediately  afterward  attacked  by  regiments  of  the  Second 
Division,  and  we  continued  our  march  toward  the  hill  General  Tyn- 
dale was  to  occupy.  Finding  the  ground  on  the  open  field  boggy  and 
impassable  just  before  reaching  the  base  of  hill,  the  brigade  had  to 
march  by  the  left  flank  to  gain  the  road. 

The  hill  being  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  orders  were  given  to 
take  it.  A short  engagement  ensued.  The  enemy  was  speedily  dis- 
lodged, the  regiments  of  my  First  Brigade  moving  up  rapidly.  Gen- 
eral Tyndale  then  established  himself  in  the  position  assigned  to  him. 

I reported  this  to  General  Hooker,  who  ordered  me  to  form  a junc- 
tion with  General  Geary’s  command.  I directed  Colonel  Krzyza- 
nowski,  commanding  my  Second  Brigade,  to  occupy  the  gap  northeast 
of  the  hill  held  by  General  Tyndale,  and  Colonel  Hecker,  command- 
ing my  Third  Brigade,  to  march  to  Wauhatchie  with  the  Sixty-eighth 
New  York,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York,  and  six  com- 
panies of  the  Eightieth  Illinois.  He  was  ordered  to  open  a passage, 
at  whatever  cost,  if  he  found  the  eiiemy  in  force  on  his  way.  The 
Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  was  directed  to  occupy  the  railroad  gap.  ’ 
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We  had  no  information  of  the  enemy’s  movements,  and  could  see 
but  little  in  the  darkness  of  the  woods.  Colonel  Hecker,  however, 
found  no  serious  resistance,  and,  after  a slight  skirmish,  effected  his 
junction  with  General  Geary’s  command.  He  arrived  at  W auhatchie 
before  daybreak,  and  reported  himself  to  General  Geary  in  person 
about  5 a.  m. 

At  6 a.  m.  I received  the  order  to  send  another  brigade  to  General 
Geary.  Deeming  it  necessary  to  hold  the  important  position  occu- 
pied by  General  Tyndale,  I ordered  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  to  leave 
a detachment  in  the  position  he  then  had,  and  to  march  with  the  re- 
mainder or  his  command  to  Wauhatchie.  He  reported  there  about 
7 a.  m. 

My  loss  was  37  officers  and  men.  We  took  a number  of  prisoners, 
I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  SCHURZ, 

Major-General,  Commanding  1 Mr d Division, 

Major-General  Howard, 

{commanding  Eleventh  Corps . 


No.  %%.  , 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade',  Brig.  Gen.  Hector  Tyndale  com- 
manding.'^ 

October  1,  the  brigade  proceeded  on  the  cars  from  Tullahoma, 
arriving  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  on  the  evening  of  same  day.  En- 
camped on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  doing  picket  duty,  scouting, 
and  building  earth-works  at  the  bridge  head,  across  Tennessee 
River. 

October  21,  the  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers  was  attached  to 
the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

October  27,  left  Bridgeport,  en  route  to  Lookout  Valley,  arriving 
at  Poison  Hollow  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  The  One  hun- 
dred and  first  Illinois  Infantry  joined  this  brigade  this  day. 

October  28,  left  Poison  Hollow  in  the  morning,  arriving  at  the 
foot  of  Lookout  Mountain  on  the  afternoon  of  same  day.  Skir- 
mished with  the  enemy,  driving  in  their  outposts,  and  arrived  safely 
at  the  present  camping  ground;  i^laced  pickets  on  all  suitable  points, , 
and  joined  the  troops  of  this  corps  in  successfully  repulsing  a night 
attack  of  the  enemy  on  the  29tli,  at  1.30  a.  m.  Commenced  build- 
ing rifle-pits,  &c.,  continuing  the  works  without  cessation  during 
October  30  and  31. 


No.  23. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Wladimir  KrzyzanowsTci 

commanding.  * 

. October  1,  the  brigade  arrived  at  Nashville,  and  established  camp 
near  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  October  2. 

^ October  19,  the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Sixty- 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers  were  transferred  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
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Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps,  Colonel  Hecker  commanding,  in 
pursuance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  209,  headquarters  Eleventh 
Corps,  dated  October  19. 

October  27,  the  brigade  left  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  and  reached  Lookout 
Valley,  opposite  Lookout  Point,  October  28. 

October  28  and  29,  in  the  night  an  engagement  took  place  with 
LongstreePs  corps,  which,  however,  the  Second  Brigade  took  little 
share  in.  A patrol  of  150  men,  under  the  command  of  Major  Clan- 
harty,  of  the  One  hundred  and  Forty-first  New  York  Volunteers, 
discovered  first  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  much  contributed 
to  the  favorable  results. 


No.  24. 

Eeports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  S.  Army,  commandi/ng 
Second  Division,  Tivelfth  Army  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  November  5,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re]3ort  or  the 
operations  of  my  division  from  the  morning  of  Octobex  27  until 
November  1,  1863,  embracing  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  at 
Wauhatchie  on  the  night  of  October  28  : 

When  orders  from  Major-General  Hooker  reached  me  to  concen- 
trate my  command  at  Bridgeport,  it  was  extended  from  Tullahoma 
to  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  and  three  regiments  were  at  Stevenson, 
all  guarding  the  line  of  railroad.  These  orders  were  immediately 
acted  upon,  but,  owing  to  the  limited  transportation  and  difficulty 
in  procuring  the  same,  combined  with  numerous  interferences  with 
the  road  and  trains  by  hostile  parties,  much  delay  was  occasioned. 
I reached  Bridgeport  with  my  advance  regiment  and  two  sections  of 
Knap’s  (Pennsylvania)  battery  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  strenuous  efforts  of  myself  and  staff  offi- 
cers sent  along  the  line,  only  four  regiments,  the  Seventy-eighth 
and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  under 
General  Greene,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  and  One  hundred  and  ninth 
Pennsylvania,  under  Col.  G.  A.  Cobham,  jr.,  with  the  four  pieces 
of  artillery,  had  reported  up  to  the  hour  indicated  for  the  forward 
movement.  With  this  fraction  of  my  command  I moved  at  5 a.  m. 
on  the  27th,  provided  with  three  days’  rations  and  60  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man.  I left  several  staff  officers  to  use  every  exer- 
tion in  accelerating  the  pushing  forward  of  my  troops.  The  speedi- 
ness of  the  movement  necessarily  entailed  some  embarrassment 
upon  us,  as  our  trains  and  ambulances,  just  drawn,  were  not  far 
from  Nashville.  Such  necessary  transportation  as  accompanied  us 
was  kindly  furnished  by  Major-General  Howard.  We  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River  at  7 o’clock,  and,  pursuant  to  orders,  camped  at  2 
p.  m.  at  Shellmound,  where  the  Sixtieth  and  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  New  York  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  joined  us  in  the  evening.  I ordered  heavy  tytigue 
details  to  aid  in  constructing  a pontoon  bridge  across  the  river  at 
Shellmound,  near  Love’s  Ferry,  which  was  completed  at  1 a.  m.  of 
the  following  day. 

We  resumed  the  march  at  5 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28thj 
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and  by  way  of  Enmiing  Waters  and  Whiteside’s,  reached  Wanhat- 
chie  at  4. 30  p.  m.  At  W hiteside’s  the  Sixtieth  JST ew  Y ork  V olnnteers, 
Col.  A.  Godard,  was  detached  and  ordered  into  the  pass  leading 
toward  Trenton,  with  instructions  to  hold  it  at  all  hazards.  Owing 
to  the  heavy  condition  of  the  roads  over  a long  extent  of  the  route, 
the  march  was  a trying  one.  Our  passage  from  the  mountain  gorge 
to  our  ordered  destination,  at  the  intersection  of  the  Wauhatchie  and 
Brown’s  Ferry,  by  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road,  was  distinctly  visible  to 
the  enemy’s  signal  station  on  a table  of  the  Lookout  Mountain,  upon 
which  active  signaling  was  plainly  discernible  to  the  naked  eye. 
I ordered  my  command  to  bivouac  upon  their  arms,  with  cartridge 
boxes  on,  and  placed  my  guns  on  a knob  about  30  yards  to  the  left 
of  the  railroad  and  immediately  to  the  left  of  Rowden’s  house,  so 
that  they  could  command  either  of  the  cardinal  points.  Command- 
ing officers  were  instructed  to  have  their  men  spring  to  arms  upon 
any  alarm.  I selected  Colonel  Rickards  for  the  duties  of  general 
officer  of  the  day,  and  his  regiment  (the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers)  for  grand  guard.  I ordered  them  to  be  posted  according 
to  Butterfield’s  Outpost  Duty,  which  I always  adopt  in  my  com- 
mand as  a most  efficient  system,  and  which,  well  carried  out,  renders 
surprise  from  any  force  impossible.  The  utmost  vigilance  was  en- 
joined upon  all.  I had  not  anticipated  an  attack  from  the  direction 
it  came,  although  I had  provided  for  all  contingencies,  as  the  Eleventh 
Corps  had  passed  that  way,  leading  to  a reasonable  supposition  that 
no  enemy  had  position  in  that  vicinity.  My  anticipations  were  that 
we  would  be  approached  from  the  southward,  and  I accordingly  made 
my  strongest  disposition  that  way.  During  the  night  I learned  from 
a citizen  that  Longstreet’s  command  had  been,  and  doubtless  was,  at 
the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  over 
which  a bridge  was  said  to  be  constructed.  I specially  enjoined  upon 
my  pickets  vigilance  toward  the  reported  locality  of  this  bridge. 

At  about  half  past  10  o’clock  picket-firing  was  heard  to  the  left  of 
the  railroad  and  north  of  my  position,  which  seemed  to  emanate  from 
my  outposts.  The  entire  command  was  put  under  arms  at  once,  and 
I moved  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  V olunteers  for- 
ward to  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road,  so  as  to  command  the  railroad  and 
the  approaches  to  the  right  and  left  of  it.  The  firing  having  ceased 
for  over  an  hour,  I returned  the  regiment,  with  a repetition  of  pre- 
vious orders  as  to  alertness.  Shortly  after  midnight  our  outposts 
gave  the  alarm,  their  challenge  being  distinctly  heard,  as  well  as  the 
shots  which  struck  them  down  at  their  posts,  fully  comprehensive,  to 
a degree  worthy  of  emulation,  of  the  duty  required  of  them  in  pres- 
ervation of  those  they  guarded.  The  course  of  the  enemy’s  advance 
was  alone  indicated  by  the  opposition  of  my  pickets.  The  moon  was 
fitful  and  did  not  afford  light  sufficient  to  see  a body  of  men  only  100 
yards  distant,  and  during  the  fight  their  whereabouts  was  mostly 
revealed  by  the  hashes  of  the  fire-arms.  I promptly  formed  my  lines 
to  receive  their  attack.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  Yew 
York  was  advanced  about  50  yards  west  of  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road, 
forming  my  left,  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  and  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  respectively,  prolonged  this  line 
and  constituted  my  front,  which  was  perpendicular  to  the  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad.  The  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  elev- 
enth overreached  the  angle  and  faced  the  railroad.  My  right  was 
formed  at  right  angles  with  the  center,  along  the  embankment  of 
the  railroad,  held  by  the  Seventy-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
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nintli  New  York,  who  were  advancing  into  position  when  the  enemy- 
assailed  my  left.  The  line  of  battle  was,  therefore,  the  corner  of  a 
square,  one  side  parallel  with  the  raikoad.  There  were  no  desirable 
positions  but  those  chosen,  which  covered,  in  advance,  the  inter- 
section of  the  roads  and  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road  for  some  distance, 
together  with  the  entire  encampment.  No  protection  was  offered 
farther  than  about  30  yards  of  an  ordinary  fence,  which  was  im- 
proved, under  fire,  into  a rude  breastwork.  Skirmishers  were  imme- 
diately sent  forward  to  support  my  gradually  retiring  pickets,  but 
they  were  scarcely  deployed  before  the  enemy  opened  fire. 

The  enemy  precipitately  hurled  his  main  body,  without  skirmish- 
ers, upon  my  left,  where  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New 
York  and  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  and  the  two  left 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  met  them 
with  intense  and  well-directed  fire.  My  men  were  cautioned  to  fire 
low,  and  expend  their  ammunition  only  with  effect.  The  episode 
evidenced  that  they  obeyed  the  injunctions  ably.  The  first  volley 
was  fired  at  a half  hour  after  midnight.  The  enemy  pressed  forward 
vigorously  with  a continuous  line  of  fire,  his  first  efforts  being  con- 
centrated against  the  left,  but  not  a point  in  our  lines  was  swerved  a 
foot. 

The  guns  of  Knap’s  battery,  from  their  position  about  50  yards  in 
the  rear  and  to  the  left  of  Powden’s  house,  were  now  served  with 
admirable  effect,  being  depressed  as  much  as  possible  without  doing 
injury  to  our  own  lines,  but  not  interfering  with  efficacy  of  range;  the 
projectile  used  was  splierical  case  with  short  fuses.  Charge  after 
charge  was  made,  each  with  redoubled  effort  upon  our  left,  wliich 
they  seemed  determined  to  force,  but  each  time  the  enemy’s  lines 
were  hurled  back  under  the  unintermitting  fire,  both  from  infantry 
and  artillery,  that  like  a wall  of  flame  opposed  them.  Prisoners  be- 
gan to  come  in,  and  we  discovered  we  were  opposing  Hood’s  division 
of  Longstreet’s  corps,  commanded  by  General  Jenkins. 

After  nearly  half  an  hour’s  desperate  fighting,  being  foiled  in  liis 
attempt  to  pierce  the  redoubtable  left,  the  enemy  extended  his  at- 
tack without  cessation  of  fire  on  the  left,  to  the  right  of  my  center, 
front,  and  left  flank,  which  he  attacked  simultaneously  with  great 
strength.  The  pickets  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  driven  in 
were  placed  in  support  of  the  battery,  and  our  utmost  vigor  was  con- 
centrated to  meet  this  general  combination  of  our  adversary.  Being 
so  considerably  outnumbered,  the  test  point  for  our  utmost  capacity 
for  resistance  had  now  arrived  ; these  attacks  were  determinedly  sus- 
tained along  my  line,  which  was  actively  engaged  save  on  the  ex- 
treme right,  where,  as  yet,  no  demonstration  had  been  made.  The 
fire  upon  our  right  commenced  from  a piece  of  woods  to  the  right 
of  the  railroad  upon  our  skirmishers,  covering  the  right,  and  ad- 
vanced. One  piece  of  Lieutenant  G eary’s  section  was  turned  to  the 
right,  and  two  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania, with  the  skirmishers,  ordered  hastily  to  take  position  be- 
hind the  railroad  embankment,  where  they  checked  the  enemy’s  ad- 
vance, who  were  much  distressed  and  met  with  considerable  loss  by 
the  combined  efforts  of  the  piece  of  artillery,  with  its  excellent  execu- 
tion, and  the  indomitable  behavior  of  my  center,  held  by  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvanfe,  which  faced,  in  portions,  two 
directions  to  resist  the  enfilading  fire.  It  was  under  this  fire  that 
my  men  fell  rapidly  and  the  battery  suffered  a most  unparalleled 
loss. 
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The  order,  ‘'Pick  off  the  artillerists,”  was  repeatedly  heard  along 
the  rebel  line.  Lieutenant  Geary  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  re- 
sisting this  onslaught,  which  his  piece  contributed  so  effectually  to 
repel  Captain  Atwell,  of  the  battery,  fell  with  a wound  which 
since  has  caused  his  death.  His  men  and  horses  fell  so  rapidly  that 
only  two  guns  could  be  manned  after  this  attack.  The  command  of 
the  battery  now  devolved  entirely  upon  the  only  artillery  officer 
present,  Mai  J.  A.  Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery  of  Twelfth  Corps.  The 
infantry  suffered  considerably,  but  dealt  destruction  into  the  rebel 
ranks  as  correspondingly  overwhelming  as  were  their  numbers  to 
those  of  our  own  Spartan  band. 

The  contest  raged  with  vehemence  along^  the  whole  line,  while  our 
artillery  threw  its  missiles  unsparingly  into  the  opposing  ranks. 
The  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York,  on  the  left,  fought 
the  over-reaching  right  of  the  enemy  by  part  of  them  fighting  back 
to  back  with  the  other  part.  After  the  lapse  of  an  hour  and  a half 
the  enemy  evidenced  an  indisposition  to  continue  the  attack  on  the 
center,  and,  at  the  same  moment,  a redoubled  attack  on  the  entire 
left  made  manifest  his  strengthening  of  that  portion  of  his  line. 
Again  they  were  mot  with  that  obstinate  fire  which  kept  them  in 
abeyance  by  dealing  death  into  their  ranks  with  the  fire  of  our 
men,  whose  unerring  aim  contrasted  strongly  with  the  want  of  pre- 
cision and  overflying  shots  of  the  enemy.  While  thus  hotly  engaged 
the  enemy  attempted  to  turn  our  left  flank  by  uncovering  it  some  dis- 
tance to  the  left.  The  Hampton  Legion,  1,600  strong,  had  penetrated 
to  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road,  about  70  yards  to  the  left,  and,  while 
marching  by  the  flank,  was  attacked  by  two  companies  of  the  One 
hundred  ana  thirty-seventh  New  York,  under  Adjutant  Mix,  moved 
around  at  right  angles,  and  they  were  thrown  into  confusion  by 
our  sudden  assault,  and,  the  advantage  on  our  side  being  followed 
up,  they  were  hastily  driven  back,  leaving  a number  of  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  woods  to  the  left  and  rear  of  our  line. 

Our  ammunition  was  now,  about  3 a.  m.,  nearly  exhausted,  and  a 
limited  supply  was  gathered  from  the  hospital  and  from  the  persons 
of  the  dead  and  wounded  of  both  sides  on  the  field.  I had  deter- 
mined to  depend  upon  the  bayonet  should  our  ammunition  fail,  and 
hold  our  position  until  relieved.  A demonstration  was  now  made 
on  the  right  of  the  center  angle,  and  also  opposite  the  extreme  right, 
while  the  firing  on  the  left  grew  weaker.  The  enemy  opened  from 
a rising  ground  overlooking  the  railroad  and  from  behind  the  railroad 
embankment.  The  two  pieces  of  artillery  still  continued  fire.  One, 
piece  was  dragged  by  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania to  a pass  over  the  railroad  near  the  extreme  right,  and,  under 
the  supervision  of  Colonel  Rickards,  was  ranged  north,  toward 
Chattanooga,  sweeping  the  railroad,  and,  after  several  discharges, 
the  rebels  were  driven  from  the  embankment.  The  One  hundred 
and  forty-ninth  New  York  now  poured  several  volleys  into  them, 
punishing  them  severely,  as  was  attested  by  the  numbers  left  on  the 
field  in  that  locality. 

A detachment  was  ordered  to  hold  the  woods  farther  to  our  right, 
which  guarded  against  any  attempt  to  turn  that  flank.  At  half  past 
3 o’clock  they  ceased  firing  on  our  left,  their  hostility  manifestly 
having  grown  weaker  during  the  last  fifteen  minutes,  and,  firing  a 
few  volleys  at  our  center,  which  were  promptly  responded  to,  they 
retired,  leaving  the  field  in  our  possession,  and  our  lines  in  the  same 
position  as  when  the  battle  opened.  Our  victory  was  complete — 
the  disasters  to  the  enemy  palpably  extensive.  The  veteran  division 
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of  Hood  had  souglit  to  surprise  and  capture  us,  or  to  annihilate  us. 
Baffled  in  his  every  attempt  to  accomplish  his  mission,  the  enemy 
was  driven  from  the  field,  after  a most  desperate  struggle  of  three 
hours’  duration,  with  such  precipitation  that  he  had  not  time  to  carry 
with  him  ail  his  wounded,  whether  officers  or  privates.  We  had 
prisoners  in  our  bands  from  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,*  Fifth, 
Sixth,  and  Seventh  South  Carolina  Kegiments,  Hampton  Legion, 
and  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  all  of  which  were  large  regiments, 
reported  by  members  of  them  to  have  been  filled  up.  They  informed 
us  that  General  Longstreet  directed  their  movements  by  signals  from 
a point  half  way  down  the  side  of  Lookout  Mountain,  which  was  per- 
ceptible to  us  during  the  engagement. 

Toi  the  coolness  and  judgment  of  my  officers  in  executing  my  orders, 
and  in  their  promptness  to  appreciate  emergencies,  calling  into  use 
their  discretionary  actions,  and  to  the  men  of  my  command,  who 
evidenced  only  in  repetition  a prowess  displayed  on  many  well-con- 
tested  fields  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  fostered  their  sol- 
dierhood,  and  which  has  become  a component  of  their  military 
existence,  is  attributable  the  defeat  of  so  large  a force  by  such  com- 
paratively small  numbers.  All  seemed  to  feel  that  the  results  of  their 
first  encounter  would  determine  the  nature  of  their  introductory  re- 
ception by  their  brothers  in  arms  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
The  officers  were,  without  an  excei3tion  known  to  me,  collected  and 
constantly  engaged  in  inspiring  and  directing  the  men  who,  in  turn, 
delivered  their  fire  deliberately  and  with  telling  effect,  as  shown  by 
the  wounded  and  dead  of  the  rebels,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
struck  in  the  chest  or  abdomen.  No  straggling,  no  confusion,  was 
visible,  except  among  the  negro  teamsters,  who,  under  the  first  fire, 
deserted  their  teams,  and  the  horses  fled  affrighted  through  different 
parts  of  the  field,  many  of  them  falling  from  the  shots  of  the  enemy. 

Brigadier-General  Greene  was  wounded  early  in  the  engagement. 
With  his  proverbial  bravery  he  was  in  the  front,  near  the  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seventh  New  York,  prepared  to  contribute  his  valu- 
able efforts  to  our  success.  During  our  movement  he  was  ever  zeal- 
ous in  seconding  any  measure  productive  of  benefit  to  the  service  he 
so  warmly  espouses. 

I beg  to  furnish  the  following  statement  as  to  the  strength  of  my 
command  engaged.  Seven  of  my  regiments  had  not  yet  come  up. 
One  was  holding  the  pass  between  Whiteside’s  and  Trenton.  The 
Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  was  engaged  on  grand  guard  duty.  The 
actual  fighting  throughout  the  battle  was  sustained,  in  conjunction 
with  the  artillery,  by  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York 
and  One  hundred  and  ninth  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  portions  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania,  driven  in 
from  the  picket  front : 


Command. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 

men. 

General  Greene’s  (Third)  brigade : One  hundred  and  tlairty-seventh  New  York,  Col.  D. 

15 

353 

Ireland. 

Colonel  Cobham’s  (Second)  brigade : 

109tb  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  F.  L.  Gimber_ 

4 

108 

111th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  M.  Walker 

22 

282 

Tn  line  engaged 

41 

743 

*Tliis  regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  Hampton  Legion  November  11,  1862. 
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The  following  were  present : 


Command. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 

men. 

Greene’s  brigade : 

78th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  Hammerstein 

15 

169 

149th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Randall 

14 

223 

Cobham’s  brip'ade : Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania,  Col.  W.  Rickards 

23 

364 

Total  infa.ntry  present 

93 

1,499 

The  Seventy-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York 
occupied  an  important  position,  hut  the  latter  only  engaged  for  a few 
minutes.  The  presence  of  these  two  regiments  on  the  right  had  the 
effect  of  retarding  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Of 
the  conduct  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  and 
One  hundred  and  ninth  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
in  sustaining  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  I cannot  speak  too  highly.  They 
acquitted  themselves  in  a manner  deserving  all  the  commendation 
that  a commander /3an  bestow  upon  them,  and  which  I take  pride  in 
mentioning  officially,  as  well  as  the  valuable  services  of  all  present. 
Colonel  Ireland  is  deserving  of  especial  notice,  not  only  in  command- 
ing his  regiment  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  but  also  in  his  conduct 
upon  succeeding  General  Greene  in  command  of  his  brigade.  The 
two  sections  of  Knap’s  (Pennsylvania)  battery  contributed  invaluably 
to  the  successful  result  of  the  action.  Nearly  all  its  gunners  were 
killed  or  wounded,  and  about  two-thirds  of  its  horses,  but,  until  the 
last,  all  who  were  left  did  their  duty  at  their  posts.  Among  those 
who,  in  this  action,  were  numbered  with  the  honored  dead  were  the 
only  two  officers  attached  to  this  battery  present — Capt.  C.  A.  At- 
well and  Lieut.  E.  R.  Geary — who  fell  in  the  midst  of  their  com- 
mand, zealous  in  execution  of  their  duty.  Many  regrets  follow  those 
brave  young  hearts  to  their  soldier  graves,  succumbing,  in  the  hour 
of  youth’s  promising,  brightest  manhood,  to  the  hostility  of  our 
country’s  enemy.  In  the  latter  named,  I may  be  permitted  to  re- 
mark, I experience,  in  conjunction  with  the  keen  regrets  of  a com- 
manding officer  for  a worthy  officer,  the  pangs  of  a father’s  grief  for 
a cherished  son,  whose  budding  worth  in  wealth  of  intellect  and 
courage  was  filling  full  the  cup  of  paternal  pride. 

In  the  death  of  Major  Boyle,  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Pennsylvania,  the  command  is  deprived  of  a valuable  officer,  society 
of  one  of  its  choice  gentlemen,  and  our  country  a noble  martyr.  To 
Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  the  highest 
encomiums  are  due.  From  the  opening  of  the  fight  he  personally 
contributed  his  knowledge  and  efforts  to  the  action  of  the  battery. 
After  its  officers  were  killed  he  assumed  exclusive  command  and  re- 
tained it  until  November  4.  To  Colonel  Cobham,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  I take  pleasure  in  officially  tendering  my  thanks  for  his 
valuable  co-operation,  as  well  as  to  Colonel  Rickards  and  Lieut.  Col. 
S.  M.  Zulich,  of  the  grand  guard,  who  were  ever  present  where  they 
could  contribute  to  the  general  good,  which  they  did  to  an  eminent 
degree.  The  officers  of  my  staff,  present,  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Elliott, 
assistant  adjutant-general ; Capt.  R.  H.  Wilbur,  aide-de-camp;  Capt. 
M.  Veale,  assistant  commissary  of  musters,  and  Lieut.  L.  R.  Davis, 
aide-de-camp,  manifested  throughout  the  same  coolness,  zeal,  judg- 
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ment,  and  courage  wliicli  Las  marked  their  association  with  me  upon 
many  previous  fields.  Captain  Yeale  was  lightly,  and  Lieutenant 
Davis  severely,  wounded  early  in  the  battle.  I am  constrained  to 
regret  the  loss  of  many  brave  and  devoted  men  among  the  casualties. 

The  following  is  a return  of  the  enemy’s  losses  as  far  as  ascertained: 
Killed,  in  our  hands  (from  reports  of  burial  parties),  153,  including 
6 commissioned  officers ; wounded,  in  our  hands  (3  commissioned 
officers),  52 ; prisoners  taken  with  arms  (3  commissioned  officers). 
50 ; arms  captured  (Springfield  and  Enfield  rifles),  350. 

From  the  statistics  of  most  battle-fields,  and  judging  of  our  own 
proportion  of  wounded  (5-i  to  1 killed),  it  is  just  to  compute  the  loss 
of  tlie  enemy  in  wounded  at  a ratio  of  5,  which  will  render  their  loss 
in  the  engagement  with  my  command  about  1,000,  a figure  which, 
from  all  circumstances,  is  most  reasonable.  Many  arms  and  accou- 
terments, as  well  as  a number  of  guns  thrown  away  by  the  enemy  in 
flight,  were  found  in  the  mountains,  indicating  that  some  of  their 
troops  had  become  disconnected  from  their  commands  and  had  wan- 
dered off.  Many  of  the  arms  captured  were  taken  by  the  various 
commands  to  replace  damaged  ones ; also  by  teamsters  and  others. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  Colonel  Decker’s  brigade  (Third),  of 
the  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps,  reported  to^  me  as  re-enforce- 
ments,  at  half  past  5 o’clock,  two  hours  after  the  enemy  had  retired, 
and  at  7.15  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  (Second)  brigade,  of  the  same 
division  and  corps,  reported.  The  former  I xDlaced  in  position  in 
single  line,  parallel  with  and  overlooking  the  railroad.  The  latter  I 
formed  on  my  extreme  right,  in  prolongation  of  the  line,  in  rear  of 
the  railroad  junction.  I furnished  them  with  intrenching  tools  and 
they  worked  industriously  and  cheerfully  in  constructing  extensive 
breastworks  with  numerous  traverses  advantageously  formed,  to 
which  I gave  j)ersonal  attention.  At  shortly  after  8 o’clock.  Col, 
Jno.  G.  Mitchell  reported  with  a detachment  of  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  which  I placed  in  the  in- 
trenchments,  partially  constructed  by  our  troops  after  the  battle, 
relieving  my  own  men,  who  were  much  fatigued  and  needed  respite. 
Colonel  Mitchell’s  command  was  directed  to  proceed  in  fortifying 
the  position,  which  it  did  actively,  while  my  men  buried  our  own 
and  the  enemy’s  dead  and  gathered  the  wounded  and  arms  from  the 
field.  From  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
the  shells  and  shot  of  the  enemy  from  Lookout  Mountain  penetrated 
every  portion  of  our  position,  wdthout  anj^  casualties  or  interference 
with  the  progress  of  the  works. 

At  noon  the  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania,  with  the  remaining  section  of  Knap’s  battery, 
reported.  The  regiments  were  put  in  reserve,  and,  in  the  afternoon, 
my  Ayhole  command  was  placed  in  line  to  the  left  and  engaged  in 
strengthening  their  position.  The  Seventy-eighth  and  One  Itundred 
and  forty-ninth  New  York  regiments  constituted  the  grand  guards 
during  the  29th  and  30th.  The  whole  of  the  30th  was  devoted  to 
fortifying  our  lines,  though  the  day  was  exceedingly  inclement.  On 
the  3 1st,  pursuant  to  orders,  our  line  was  changed  to  a range  of  hills 
1^  miles  to  the  rear  of  the  railroad,  in  the  direction  of  Kelley’s  Ferr}% 
and  our  whole  force  at  once  engaged  uiDon  throwing  up  -works  in 
front  of  our  lines,  which  constituted  the  right,  resting  on  Raccoon 
IMoiintain.  Colonel  Decker’s  and  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigades 
were  relieved  at  about  5 p.  m.  on  the  31st,  and  Colonel  Mitchell’s  at 
9 a.  m.  on  November  1.  The  remaining  four  regiments  of  my  First 
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(Candy’s)  Brigade  reported  late  on  the  night  of  October  31,  and  were 
placed  in  position  on  the  line. 

Casualties  in  division  : Killed,  3G  ; wounded,  174 ; missing,  6 ; total, 
216. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY,  ’ 

Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  CoRps, 

Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1863. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a return  of 
casualties  in  my  command  in  the  action  at  Wauhatchie  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  instant : 

The  regiments  engaged  were : Col.  G.  A.  CobhanTs  (Second)  bri- 
gade, Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania,  Col.  V/.  Rickards  commanding, 
picketing  (that  portion  of  the  pickets  of  this  regimenkin  our  front 
met  the  advance  of  the  enemy) ; One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania, Capt.  F.  L.  Gimber  commanding,  and  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Wnlker  command- 
ing. General  G.  S.  Greene’s  (Third)  brigade.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York,  Col.  D.  Ireland  commanding,  and  Seventy- 
eighth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York,,  in  line  on 
extreme  right,  but  not  much  engaged  with  the  enemy,  not  being 
assailed.  The  actual  fighting  was  done,  therefore,  by  the  One  hun- 
dred and  ninth  and  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  and 
One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York. 

My  First  Brigade  has  not  reported  from  Bridgeport.  The  Sixtieth 
New  York,  of  Greene’s  brigade,  was,  and  still  is,  guarding  the  pass 
between  Whiteside’s  and  Trenton.  The  One  hundred  and  second 
New  York  Volunteers,  of  the  same  brigade,  is  acting  as  escort  to 
the  division  ambulance  train,  en  route  from  Murfreesborough  to 
Bridgeport. 

Two  sections  of  Knap’s  (Pennsylvania)  battery,  Capt.  C.  A.  At- 
well, under  direction  of  Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery,  Twelfth 
Army  Corps,  were  also  engaged,  and  suffered  severely.  One-third 
of  the  men  present  were  killed  or  disabled,  and  more  than  half  of 
the  horses  _ killed.  The  loss  of  gunners  rendered  only  two  of  the 
guns  effective  for  nearly  two  hours  of  the  engagement.  Ammuni- 
tion expended,  224  rounds. 

I forward  an  approximate  return  of  the  enemy’s  losses : Killed  in 
our  hands,  from  reports  of  burial  parties,  90  ; wounded  in  our  hands, 
about  50 ; wounded,  carried  off,  and  walked  away,  from  reports  of 
prisoners  brought  in  some  hours  after  the  engagement,  from  250  to 
300 ; i^risoners  taken  with  arms,  about  50 ; arms  captured  (Spring- 
field  and  Enfield  rifies),  about  300.  Some  of  these  have  been  taken 
by  such  of  my  command  as  had  indifferent  arms.  A portion  of  one 
rebel  regiment  threw  down  its  arms  and  refused  to  advance  under 
the  fire  we  were  pouring  into  them. 

I append  a list  of  casualties  in  commissioned  officers  : 

Division  staff:  Capt.  Moses  Veale,  assistant  commissary  of  mus- 
ters, slightly,  in  shoulder  j First  Lieut.  L.  R.  Davis,  aide-de-camp, 
severely,  in  shoulder. 
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Second  Brigade:  General  staff,  Lieut.  John  J.  Haight,  acting 
assistant  inspector-general,  wounded  severely  ; One  hundred  and 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieut.  James  Glendening,  adjutant, 
killed,  and  Lieut.  John  McFarland,  wounded  severely  in  leg;  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Maj.  John  A. 
Boyle,  killed ; Lieut.  Marvin  D.  Pettit,  killed ; Lieut.  Albert  Black, 
wounded  severely ; Lieut.  Andrew  W.  Tracy,  wounded  slightly  in 
foot;  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Walker,  wounded  slightly;  Capt. 
James  M.  Wells,  wounded  slightly,  and  Capt.  Wallace  Warner, 
wounded  slightly. 

Third  Brigade : Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene,  commanding, 
wounded  severely  in  mouth  and  cheek;  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  Hew  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  K.  S.  Van  Voorhis, 
wounded  slightly ; Capt.  Silas  Pierson,  wounded  severely  in  foot ; 
Lieut.  Marshall  J.  Corbett,  wouiided  severely,  and  One  hundred  and 
forty -ninth  Hew  York  Volunteers,  Capt.  Ira  B.  Seymour,  wounded 
in  face. 

Knap’s  (Pennsylvania)  battery:  First  Lieut.  Edvmrd  E.  Geary, 
killed,  and  Capt.  Charles  A.  Atwell,  wounded  seriously. 

Killed,  4 ; wounded,  15 ; total,  19. 

As  soon  as  practicable  a more  statistical  account  of  the  engage- 
ment, together  with  my  official  report  of  the  same,  will  be  for- 
warded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JHO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


[Inclosure.] 


Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  in  action  at 
Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  on  morning  of  October  29,  1863. 


Regiments. 


Division  staff 

Third  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  S.  Greene, 
staff. 

78th  New  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
H.  Hammerstein. 

137th  New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  D. 
Ireland. 

149th  NeAv  York  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
C.  B.  Randall. 

Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  A.  Cohhara, 
staff. 

29th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col. 
W.  Rickards. 

109th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Capt. 
F.  L.  Gimber. 

111th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieut. 
Col.'T.M.  Walker. 

Knap's  (Pennsylvania)  batterj’ 

Total 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggi-egate. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 

men. 

Total. 

j Officers. 

Enlisted 

men. 

Total. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  j 

men. 

Total. 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

o 

1 

2 

2 

15 

15 

3 

72 

75 

90 

1 

1 

1 

10 

11 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

G 

2 

2 

9 

1 

4 

5 

1 

22 

23 

4 

4 

32 

2 

7 

9 

5 

29 

34 

2 

2 

45 

1 

o 

3 

1 

18 

19 

22 

4 

30 

34 

15 

159 

174 

8 

8 

216 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  October  2Q.  1863. 
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No.  25. 

Report  of  Col.  George  A.  Cohliam,  jr.,  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  12th  Army  Corps, 

Raccoon  Mountain,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
march  of  my  brigade  from  Bridgeport  to  Wauhatchie,  and  of  the 
part  taken  by  it  in  the  action  of  October  28  and  29  instant : 

Having  been  supplied  with  tliree  days’  rations  and  60  rounds  of 
ammunition,  v^e  crossed  the  Tennessee  at  Bridgeport  at  9 a.  m.  of 
the  27th  instant  and  marched  to  Shellmound,  arriving  there  at  2 p. 
m.  Left  Shellmound  at  5 a.  m.  of  the  28th,  and  marched  to  Wau- 
hatchie, reaching  that  place  at  5 p.  m.  Went  into  camp  on  the  left 
of  the  railroad,  about  2i  miles  from  the  knob  of  Lookout  Mountain. 
The  TAventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  detailed  for  picket 
duty,  and  Colonel  Eickards,  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  as 
division  officer  of  the  day.  At  11  p.  m.  of  the  28th  instant,  picket 
firing  being  heard  in  our  front,  under  instructions  from  the  general 
commanding  division,  I ordered  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  under  arms,  and  moved  them  forward,  facing 
the  railroad.  The  firing  ceasing,  the  regiment  returned  to  quarters, 
but  on  its  renewal  after  a short  interval,  I placed  that  regiment  and 
the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  position  on 
the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road,  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  resting  on  the  railroad,  and  their  left  join- 
ing the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers. Owing  to  the  advantageous  manner  in  which  Colonel  Rickards 
had  posted  his  pickets,  and  to  the  obstinate  resistance  made  by  them, 
the  enemy  were  held  in  check  long  enough  to  enable  the  line  to  be 
formed. 

This  was  hardly  accomplished,  when  the  enemy  opened  a heavy  fire 
on  our  front,  and  advanced  to  the  attack.  I ordered  my  men  to  lie 
down,  to  be  careful  of  their  ammunition,  and  to  fire  low.  During 
the  severe  action  that  ensued,  lasting  until  3 a.  m.  of  the  29th  in- 
stant, the  men  never  wavered,  but  conducted  themselves  with  admi- 
rable coolness  and  courage.  They  had  no  other  protection  than  that 
afforded  by  a few  fence  rails  thrown  hastily  together  under  fire. 
The  enemy  failing  to  force  our  front,  moved  upon  the  flanks,  and 
threw  in  a brisk  fire,  both  from  the  wood  upon  our  left  and  from  a 
piece  of  ground  overlooking  the  railroad  on  our  right.  I immedi- 
ately dispatched  orders  for  tAVO  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  move  to  the  right  flank  and 
check  their  advance,  but  found  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
commanding  that  regiment,  had  already  made  such  a disposition  of 
his  troops.  With  the  assistance  of  a piece  of  Atwell’s  battery,  Avhich 
Avas  moved  across  the  railroad,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Rick- 
ards, Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  which  opened 
finely  upon  the  enemy,  and  of  the  two  companies  of  the  TAventy- 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  had  been  driven  in  from  the 
picket  line,  the  attack  was  repulsed.  The  left  of  the  line  was  pro- 
tected by  a regiment  of  General  Greene’s  brigade,  the  One  hundred 
and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  firing  was  exceedingly 
severe,  and  cost  us  the  lives  of  some  brave  officers  and  men,  besides 
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severely  wounding  many  others.  ^ Where  all  behaved  so  well,  I can- 
not particularize  without  doing  injustice.  I have  to  regret  the  loss 
of  Maj.  John  A.  Boyle,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania ; 
Lieut.  Marvin  D.  Pettit,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania, 
and  Lieut.  James  Glendening,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  all  of  them  excellent  officers  and  gallant  men. 
Lieutenant  Pettit  was  killed  by  the  premature  explosion  of  one  of 
our  own  shells.  Lieut.  John  J.  Haight,  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  acting  on  my  staff  as  acting  assistant  in- 
spector-general, was  very  severely  wounded.  I would  state  that  the 
Twenty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  being  on  picket  duty,  the 
force  under  my  command  numbered  less  than  500  men. 

I cannot  omit  paying  a tribute  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  Atwell’s  battery ; the  deplorable  loss  sustained  by 
them  and  their  crippled  condition  sufficiently  attest  the  gallantry 
with  which  their  guns  were  worked,  and  the  heavy  fire  to  which  they 
were  exposed. 

I thank  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
perform.ed  their  duties.  The  loss  sustained  in  the  action  was  as  fol- 
lows : 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate.  j 

Olncers. 

Enlisted 

men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 

men. 

Officers. 

1 

Enlisted 

men. 

General  staff  and  pioneers 

1 

4 

5 

29th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Rickards 

1 

5 

1 

109th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Captain  Gimber 

1 

3 

1 

23 

4 

32 

111th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wal- 

2 

6 

5 

31 

1 

45 

ker. 

Totn.l  

3 

10 

7 

63 

6 

89 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  COBHAM,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Capt.  Thomas  H.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Col  William  Rickards,  jr.,  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-ninth  Regt.  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863. 

Captain  : The  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment 
in  the  recent  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  this  point  is  respectfully 
submitted : 

Tuesday,  October  27,  cloudy,  but  cleared  off  in  the  middle  of.  the 
day.  Regiment  was  in  line  at  sunrise,  marched  to  depot  in  Bridge- 
port, where  each  man  was  supplied  with  60  rounds  of  ammunition, 
crossed  the  Tennessee  River  on  a pontoon  bridge,  and  marched  to 
Shellmound,  where  we  arrived  at  2 p.  m. ; distance  about  10  miles. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Zulich  was  detailed  to  superintend  the  working 
parties  building  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Shellmound  and  making  the 
roads  leading  to  if. 
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Wednesday,  October  28,  cloudy  and  lieavy  rain  in  morning; 
cleared  at  12  m.  Marched  at  o a.  and  reached  Wauhatchie. 
Halted  on  the  left  ot  railroad  and  about  21-  miles  from  the  knob  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  on  the  road  leading  to  Kelley’s  Ferry  ; distance 
about  20  miles.  The  regiment  was  ordered  on  picket,  and  I officer 
of  the  day.  I immediately  made  arrangements  to  post  them  to  the 
best  advantage.  General  Geary  thought  Wauhatchie  Junction  the 
most  important  point,  and  I sent  three  companies,  K,  E,  and  B,  to 
that  post  with  orders  to  throw  up  such  defenses  as  would  protect 
them  from  the  enemy’s  shot.  Captain  Rickards,  Company  K,  had 
command  of  the  post.  Companies  I and  H,  under  command  of 
Captain  Stork,  I sent  on  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  Companies  A and  F,  under  Lieutenant  Coursault,  I sent  to 
cover  the  ground  between  the  camp  and  Lookout  Creek,  and  Com- 
panies C and  G on  the  Brown’s  Ferry  road  one-half  of  a mile,  and 
Company  D to  our  left,  between  Stork  and  Rickards.  From  all 
these  posts  small  posts  and  sentinels  were  sent  out,  making  a con- 
tinuous line  around  our  camp. 

I had  made  inquiries  of  men  in  the  neighborhood  and  been  in- 
formed there  was  no  enemy  between  us  and  Lookout  Mountain. 
General  Geary  also  received  the  same  information.  The  man  most 
relied  on  for  the  correctness  of  this  report  was  a Mr.  Rowan  [or 
Rowden],  a magistrate  who  lived  at  the  junction  of  the  Kelley’s  Ford 
road  and  the  railroad.  After  posting  the  pickets  I went  to  his  house, 
and,  in  conversation  with  a woman,  learned  that  Longstreet’s  corps 
had  been  here  yesterday,  and  were  now  lying  just  the  other  side  of 
Lookout  Creek,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  I took  the  man  of  the 
house  to  General  Geary,  and,  after  threats,  succeeded  in  getting  the 
information  that  there  was  a bridge  across  over  the  creek,  and  that  • 
Longstreet’s  men  lay  just  beyond  it,  not  more  than  li  miles  from 
our  camp.  I hurried  to  the  pickets,  and  found  the  road  leading  to 
the  bridge  and  posted  my  men  on  it,  near  three-quarters  of  a mile 
from  camp,  with  instructions  to  be  very  watchful,  and  directed  Cap- 
tain Millison,  in  charge  of  the  reserve,  to  hold  them  in  readiness  to 
deploy  as  skirmishers  on  the  least  alarm. 

I then  proceeded  on  my  rounds,  and  had  visited  the  post  at  the 
junction,  and  was  returning,  when  I heard  firing  which  seemed  to 
proceed  from  the  picket  on  the  bridge  road.  I rode  as  fast  as  I could, 
but  found  the  firing  was  beyond  my  pickets.  The  firing  having 
ceased,  I returned  to  General  Geary  to  report,  and  found  the  com- 
mand under  arms  and  in  line.  All  remained  quiet,  and  after  half 
an  hour  the  men  were  sent  to  quarters.  They  had  just  turned  in 
when  firing  again  commenced.  I rode  quietly  to  the  outpost  and 
met  my  men  retiring,  but  in  good  order,  contesting  the  ground  with  ^ 
the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  in  line  without  skirmishers.  We 
retreated  slowly  toward  camp,  and  found  our  troojDS  rapidly  getting 
into  line,  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  on  the 
extreme  left,  next  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  right,  and 
One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  on  the  railroad  bank  at  right  angles 
with  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. Companies  C and  G,  who  had  been  driven  in  with  me,  I 
posted  to  support  the  battery,  and  afterward,  when  the  enemy  had 
made  a strong  demonstration  on  oiir  right,  I moved  them  to  the  rail- 
road bank.  The  enemy  were  attacking  us  on  our  right,  front,  and 
left.  Our  men  were  falling  rapidly,  especially  those  of  the  battery. 
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The  horses  also  suffered  severely.  Lieutenant  Geary,  of  the  bat- 
tery, was  killed  by  my  side,  being  struck  over  the  eye.  Captain 
Atwell  was  badly  wounded  in  the  hip  and  spine.  Most  of  the  men 
were  wounded  or  killed.  They  all  acted  nobly.  We  had  started 
Avith  60  rounds  of  infantry  ammunition  and  none  in  the  train.  This 
was  nearly  expended.  The  enemy  now  made  a fresh  demonstration 
on  our  right,  and  gained  possession  of  the  railroad  bank,  from  which 
they  delivered  a very  severe  fire  on  us.  Our  efforts  to  dislodge  them 
by  firing  from  our  present  position  proved  fruitless.  Being  unable 
to  find  General  Geary  or  Colonel  Cobham  at  that  time,  and  Major 
Reynolds,  chief  of  artillery,  having  charge  of  the  battery,  I directed 
him  to  have  one  piece  move  to  the  outside  of  the  railroad  bank,  at 
a crossing  in  our  rear,  and  enfilade  the  bank.  He  objected,  saying 
the  enemy  would  take  the  piece,  and  also  he  had  no  horses  to  pull 
it.  I told  him  I would  take  the  responsibility  and  furnish  the  force. 
I brought  Companies  C and  G and  had  the  piece  hauled  outside  of 
the  railroad,  carried  ammunition,  and  did  the  labor  of  the  piece, 
while  those  men  who  were  left  with  the  gun  unwounded,  loaded  and 
fired.  After  two  or  three  shots  we  got  the  range,  and  swept  the 
enemy  from  the  bank.  This  seemed  to  have  a depressing  effect 
upon  the  enemy,  for  their  fire  now  ceased,  and  we  remained  masters 
of  our  position.  Companies  A and  F,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Coursault,  of  Company  A,  held  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  rail- 
road, and  prevented  the  enemy  from  getting  in  our  rear  and  right. 
They  behaved  with  great  bravery  and  discretion. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  Companies  C and  G, 
under  Captains  Millison  and  Goldsmith,  for  their  obstinate  resistance 
to  the  enemy,  checking  his  advance,  and  giving  our  troops  time  to 
get  into  line.  The  accident  of  my  stopping  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Rowan 
[Rowden]  when  I did  led  to  the  information  which  showed  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  and  led  to  the  advancing  and  strengthening  of 
my  pickets.  The  fact  of  the  whole  regiment  being  on  picket,  and 
many  on  posts  away  from  fire,  accounts  for  the  small  loss,  viz,  1 
man  killed,  5 badly  wounded,  and  1 missing,  who,  being  on  the  most 
exposed  post,  is  no  doubt  a prisoner.  The  officers  and  men  of  Knap’s 
battery  acted  nobly.  Lieutenant  Geary,  son  of  our  general,  was 
killed  at  my  side  at  the  instant  he  commanded  ‘^fire,”  after  aiming 
his  gun.  His  death  will  be  a serious  loss  to  the  service  and  country. 
The  attack  was  made  by  Hood’s  division,  of  Longstreet’s  corps,  and, 
having  a knoAvledge  of  our  numbers  and  position  from  their  station 
on  Lookout  Mountain,  they  expected  to  surprise  and  capture  our 
force  with  ease.  Hone  but  White  Stars  were  engaged,  and  tliey  have 
shown  ’ they  are  capable  of  holding  their  ground  against  superior 
numbers  of  the  best  troops  in  the  rebel  army.  The  enemy  having 
turned  the  left  flank,  captured  our  Avagon  train,  which  was  recap- 
tured by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Zulich,  of  this  regiment,  who,  having 
collected  and  organized  a number  of  loose  men,  drove  off  the  enemy 
and  brought  it  safely  to  the  rear.'^ 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  RICKARDS,  Jr., 
Colonely  Commanding  Begiment 

Capt.  John  P.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

* Nominal  list  of  casualties  (omitted)  shows  1 man  killed,  5 men  wounded,  and  1 
man  missing. 
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No.  27. 

Eeport  of  Capt.  Frederick  L.  Gimher,  One  hundred  and  ninth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  109th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

Raccoon  Mountain,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 

Sir  : I liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the 
march  from  Bridgeport,  Ala. , on  October  27,  and  the  part  my  regi- 
ment took  in  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  on  the  29th  in- 
stant : 

Broke  camp  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  leav- 
ing th^  place  at  about  9 a.  m.,  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  on  pon- 
toons, arriving  at  Shellmouncl  Station  on  the  railroad  at  about  3 
o’clock,  where  the  troops  went  into  camp  for  the  night.  Reveille 
sounded  at  about  4 a.  m.  of  the  28th,  and  the  troops  were  again  on 
the  march  by  daylight,  crossing  the  mountains  and  several  stream- 
lets, arriving  at  a point  near  Lookout  Mountain.  Firing  occurring 
on  our  front,  we  were  moved  into  a woods  on  the  left  of  the  railroad, 
where  we  formed  into  divisions,  stacked  arms,  and  the  men  allowed 
to  rest.  About  midnight  the  troops  were  suddenly  called  to  arms, 
firing  occurring  on  the  picket  line.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered 
to  move  by  the  left  flank  to  a point  in  a field,  the  regiment  taking  a 
position  behind  a rail  fence.  Scarcely  were  the  men  in  position  be- 
fore the  enemy  opened  a cross  and  direct  fire,  which  our  men  promptly 
replied  to,  and  kept  up  a continuous  fire  for  about  two  hours  and  a 
half,  when  the  supply  of  ammunition  fell  short  and  the  fire  began  to 
slacken,  and  though  the  enemy  kept  up  a fire  at  intervals  it  failed 
to  dislodge  our  men,  who  nobly  stood  their  ground  under  the  trying 
circumstances.  The  enemy  having  received  a last  volley  from  our 
boys,  retreated  from  the  field. 

The  regiment  took  into  the  engagement  about  110,  all  told ; lost  5 
killed  and  21  woundedi  Among  the  killed  I regret  to  announce  First 
Lieut.  James  Glendening,  of  Company  A,  and  acting  adjutant,  a 
brave  and  efficient  soldier,  whose  loss  cannot  well  be  replaced.  Both 
officers  and  men  behaved  well,  fully  sustaining  the  reputation  of 
the  White  Star  division. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

FREDERICK  L.  GIMBER, 
Captain,  Commanding  lO^th  Pennsylvania. 

Capt.  John  P.  Green, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Walker,  One  hundred  and 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  111th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  in  the  battle  of  Wauhatchie,  October  28  and  29, 
1863  : 

The  regiment  marching  from  Stevenson,  Ala.,  arrived  in  Bridge- 
port at  2 p.  m.  of  the  27th  instant,  where  we  remained  until  5 p.  m. 
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(to  be  supplied  witli  rations  and  ammunition),  at  wMcb  time  we 
crossed  tbe  Tennessee  Eiver,  following  the  route  taken  by  our  bri- 
gade for  Shellmound,  where  we  arrived  at  8 p.  m.  and  bivouacked. 
We  broke  camp  at  Shellmound  at  4 a.  m.  of  the  28th,  and  marched 
until  5 p.  m.,  encamping  at  the  junction  of  the  roads  to  Kelley’s  and 
Brown’s  Ferries.  The  regiment  was  bivouacked  by  division,  left  in 
front.  Soon  after  11  p.  m.  we  were  aroused  by  picket  firing  in  the 
direction  of  the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  immediately  got 
under  arms,  forming  line  parallel  with  the  railroad,  fronting  to  the 
east. 

We  remained  in  line  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  we  were  again 
ordered  to  our  bivouacs,  but  cautioned  by  the  general  commanding 
division  to  turn  out  and  take  the  same  ground  should  there  be  a rep- 
etition of  the  firing.  We  had  scarcely  remained  in  camp  fifteen  min- 
utes when  the  picket  firing  was  renewed,  and  we  immediately  took 
the  line  as  directed  and  threw  the  two  left  companies  forward  as 
skirmishers.  These  were  yet  deploying  when  the  advance  of  the  en- 
emy opened  upon  us  from  our  left  flank.  I immediately  changed 
front  to  the  rear  on  the  first  company,  facing  nearly  north,  the  right 
resting  near  the  railroad  and  the  line  running  nearly  parallel  with 
' the  road  to  Kelley’s  Ferry.  The  enemy  were  firing  on  our  front  and 
at  the  same  time  working  around  our  left  and  right.  By  direction 
the  two  left  companies  opened  on  the  advancing  line,  the  rest  of 
my  regiment  reserving  fire  until  the  advancing  line  should  come  to 
very  close  quarters.  I now  directed  the  right  company  to  deploy  as 
skirmishers  on  our  right  flank  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad, 
and  soon  received  word  from  them  that  a line  was  advancing  on  our 
right.  Two  companies,  under  Captain  Wells,  were  at  once  placed 
along  the  railroad  embankment  to  check  this  advance;  our  skirmish- 
ers fell  back  to  the  same  position.  These  three  companies  met  the 
enemy  and  checked  them  at  their  first  fire.  We  retained  this  posi- 
tion, the  right  facing  to  the  east,  the  center  to  the  north,  and  the  left 
to  northwest,  until  the  enemy  gave  up  the  attack,  soon  after  3 
o’clock.  We  were  for  a long  time  under  a severe  fire  from  three  di- 
rections, fighting  at  a great  disadvantage. 

I mention  with  pleasure  the  steadiness  and  determination  of  niy 
men.  I was  greatly  indebted  to  the  assistance  given  me  by  my  major, 
John  A.  Boyle,  who  sealed  his  devotion  with  his  life,  and  to  Captains 
Wells  and  Warner,  both  of  vdiom  were  struck  slightly,  also  to  Lieut. 
Albert  Black,  who  was  very  severely  wounded.  I append  herewith 
a list  of  casualties  in  the  regiment.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  WALKER,^ 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  111th  Pennsylvania  Vols, 
Capt.  John  P.  Green, 

A.  A.  G.,  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Twelfth  Army  Corps. 


Ko.  29. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

Hospital  at  Bridgeport,  November  1,  18G3. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  of  the  battle  on  the  29th  ultimo, 
near  Lookout  Mountain.  

* Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  76, 
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Two  regiments  of  my  brigade  having  been  placed  in  line  of  battle 
under  the  direction  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  division,  the 
action  immediately  commenced  by  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  to  which 
our  fire  promptly  and  efficiently  replied. 

I had  been  twice  along  the  line  sending  in  a few  stragglers  that 
were  in  the  rear,  when  I was  severely  wounded  in  the  mouth,  and, 
from  loss  of  blood  and  of  voice,  was  unable  to  render  efficient  service 
in  the  field,  and  I retired  to  the  hospital  for  attendance. 

I can  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  brigade  while  on 
the  field. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  GREENE, 

Brig,  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Tivelfth  Army  Corps. 

Capt.  Thomas  H.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Col.  David  Ireland,  One  hundred  and  thirty- seventh 
Ileiv  Yorlc  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Twelfth  Corps, 

Camp  near  Loolcout  Valley,  Tenn.,  November  5,  18G3. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  that  portion  of  the  Third  Brigade  engaged  in  the  ac- 
tion of  the  29th  ultimo,  designated  as  the  battle  of  Wauhatchie : 

The  following  named  regiments  constituted  the  portion  of  the  bri- 
gade alluded  to  above ; The  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hammerstein  commanding;  the  One  hundred 
and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  David  Ireland  com- 
manding, and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  Randall  commanding. 

The  command  left  Bridgeport  on  Monday,  October  27,  1863,  and 
marched  to  Shellmound,  Tenn.  We  were  there  joined  by  the  Six- 
tieth New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  A.  Godard,  and  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty -seventh  New  York  Volunteers  (which  regiments  left  Bridge- 
port some  two  hours  after  the  division  had  gone) . A heavy  detail  was 
made  from  the  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers  and  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  to  assist  in  construct- 
ing a pontoon  bridge  over  the  Tennessee  river  at  that  point.  We 
broke  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  ultimo  and  marched  to 
Whiteside’s,  where  the  Sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers  were  ordered  to 
take  position  in  a gap  and  remain  there  until  further  orders.  The  bal- 
ance of  the  command  marched  to  the  Wauhatchie  Valley  and  there 
camped  for  the  night,  in  the  following  order : The  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  in  two  lines,  and  at  right  angles 
with  the  railroad ; the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, in,  two  lines,  and  20  paces  in  rear  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers;  the  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, in  two  lines,  and  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
ninth.  At  11,15  p.  m.  the  troops  were  summoned  to  arms  by  Lieu- 
tenant Davis,  aide-de-camp  to  the  general  commanding  the  divis- 
ion, which  summons  was  obeyed  with  great  alacrity  by  officers  and 
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men,  and  after  remaining  some  time  under  arms  they  were  ordered 
to  lie  down  behind  their  stacks  with  their  accouterments  on  ; the 
slight  firing  of  the  pickets,  in  our  front,  which  occasioned  the  alarm, 
having  subsided,  but  a short  time  had  elapsed  when  it  became  un- 
mistakably apparent  by  the  sudden  and  continuous  firing  that  the 
enemy  were  in  close  proximity  to  us. 

The  reports  of  the  musketry  alone  proved  the  soldierly  qualities 
of  the  men ; they  were  up  and  in  line  and  all  empty  muskets  loaded, 
awaiting  orders,  when  the  general  commanding  division  ordered 
them  forward,  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Vol- 
unteers in  advance  and  moving  by  the  left  fiank,  followed  by  the 
One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers.  The  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  were  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  while  they,  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  were  executing  the  order,  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  general  commanding  the  division,  the  enemy 
opened  on  them  a terrible  musketry  fire.  They  quickly  formed  and 
returned  the  fire  with  great  effect,  and  maintained  their  position 
throughout  the  entire  action.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  N e w 
York  Volunteers  were  following  in  the  rear  and  about  50  feet  from 
the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  march- 
ing by  the  left  flank,  when  the  enemy  opened,  which,  in  connection 
with  the  retrograde  movements  of  horses  belonging  to  orderlies,  am- 
bulances, and  wagons,  passing  through  their  lines,  created  momentary 
confusion,  but  Lieutenant-Colonel  Randall,  commanding  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  quickly  reformed  the 
regiment  about  50  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  when  he,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Randall, 
received  orders  from  Lieutenant  Davis,  aide-de-camp  to  the  general 
commanding  division,  to  move  the  regiment  out  and  take  position 
by  the  side  of  the  wagon  road,  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  battle 
and  lying  on  the  railroad  embankment,  thereby  covering  our  right 
flank.  The  Seventy-eighth  New  York  volunteers  were  deployed  in 
the  rear  and  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  guard  against  an  at- 
tack on  our  rear. 

While  this  disposition  of  the  troops  was  being  made  the  enemy 
were  firing  on  our  front,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  about  half  an 
hour.  They  then  sent  a body  of  troops  (from  prisoners  captured 
we  learned  it  was  the  Hampton  Legion)  around  the  left  of  the  One 
hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  it  being  unpro- 
tected, and  the  left  of  our  position,  with  the  intention  of  turning  our 
flank,  but  two  companies,  G and  B,  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  were  thrown  back  at  right  angles 
with  the  line  of  battle,  and  succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  firing 
on  them  as  they  marched  by  the  flank,  creating  confusion  in  their 
lines,  and  driving  them  back.  The  enemy  then  moved  around  to 
our  right,  but  our  artillery,  assisted  by  a few  and  effective  shots  from 
the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  field.  The  action,  which  commenced  about  12.30 
a.  m.,  was  at  this  time,  2.45  a.  m.,  about  over. 

The  promptness  with  which  the  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volun- 
teers fell  into  line  and  took  position  was  commendable.  Although 
not  called  into  action,  their  position  Avas  one  of  importance.  The 
conduct  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers 
throughout  the  action  was  everything  that  could  be  desired.  After 
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they  had  reformed  and  taken  position  they  held  it  in  fine  style.  The 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  "One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers  during  the  action  was  truly  heroic. 
They  took  position  while  under  a heavy  musketry  fire  and  held  that 
position  throughout  the  engagement.  When  the  enemy  endeavored 
to  turn  their  flank,  not  a man  wavered,  but,  by  a steady  and  well- 
directed  fire,  drove  the  enemy  back  every  attempt  they  made  to 
charge.  Before  the  close  of  the  action  the  cartridges  were  all  ex- 
pended, but  by  sending  to  the  hospital  and  cutting  the  cartridge 
boxes  from  the  dead  and  wounded  they  had  a supply  until  the  close 
of  the  action.  When  the  firing  ceased  there  were  not  200  cartridges 
in  the  regiment.  -Of  their  braverv  and  good  conduct  during  the 
engagement  I need  only  mention  that  of  the  whole  number  killed 
and  wounded  in  this  command,  viz,  105,  90  were  of  this  regiment 
alone. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene  was  wounded  in  the  beginning  of 
the  action,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the  field.  Previous  to  doing  so 
he  sent  Lieutenant  Knapp,  commanding  brigade  pioneers,  to  inform 
me  that  I was  in  command  of  the  brigade.  I immediately  en- 
deavored to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  general  commanding 
division,  which  instructions  not  only  saved  our  command  from  sur- 
prise and  capture,  but  enabled  us  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  field. 
When  all  did  so  well  it  would  be  wrong  to  individualize.  Both 
officers  and  men  had  a full  sense  of  their  duty,  and  acted  accord- 
ingly. 

Loss  in  the  brigade  is  as  follows  : Enlisted  men  killed,  16  ; offi- 
cers wounded,  5 ; enlisted  men  wounded,  84 ; total  loss,  killed  and 
wounded,  105.  Missing,  none. 

Inclosed  please  find  reports  of  the  officers  commanding  the  Sev- 
enty-eighth, One  hundred  and  forty-ninth,  and  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers;  also  a report  from  General  G. 
S.  Greene. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  IBELAND, 

Colonel,  Comdg,  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Twelfth  A,  C. 

Capt.  Thomas  H.  Elliott, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Div.,  Tivelfth  Army  Corps^ 


No.  31. 

Itinerary  of  the  Third  Brigade.^ 

October  1,  remained  at  Bellaire,  Ohio,  all  day. 

October  2,  were  transported  in  cars  through  Columbus,  Dayton, 
Indianapolis,  Louisville,  and  Nashville,  to  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 
arriving  there  October  6.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh 
Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  were  left  at  Nashville,  and  con- 
voyed the  Eleventh  Corps  trains  and  batteries  to  Decherd  and  re- 
turned to  Fosterville. 

October  22,  the  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Regiment  was  sent  to 
guard  the  bridge  over  Stone’s  River.  The  Sixtieth,  One  hundred 
and  second,  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers 
remained  at  Murfreesborough  to  guard  that  place. 

* From  return  for  October. 
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October  2d,  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Voliiii- 
teers  were  transported  in  cars,  arriving  at  Bridgeport,  Ala. , October 
25.  The  rest  of  the  brigade  followed  as  fast  as  the  cars  could  carry 
them,  except  the  One  hundred  and  second  Kegiment  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, which  went  to  Nashville  to  convoy  the  Second  Division 
train. 

October  27,  the  Seventy-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth 
Regiments  New  York  Volunteers  left  Bridgeport,  Ala. , at" 9. 30  a. 
m.,  and  crossed  the  Tennessee  River,  and  marched  to  Shellmound, 
Tenn.,  arriving  there  at  3 p.  m.  During  the  afternoon  the  Sixtieth 
and  One  hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  New  York;  Volunteers  joined 
us ; marched  7 miles. 

October  28,  left  Shellmound  at  5.45  a.  m.  and  marched  15  miles, 
and  encamped  within  6 miles  of  Chattanooga,  near  Wauhatchie 
Station.  . The  Sixtieth  New  York  Volunteers  were  left  to  guard  a 
gap  near  Whiteside’s  Station.  At  11  o’clock  at  night  we  w^ere  awak- 
ened by  picket  firing,  and  the  troops  were  put  under  arms;  but 
learning  that  it  was  not  our  pickets,  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie 
down  behind  their  stacks.  Shortly  afterward  our  pickets  were 
driven  in,  and  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Vol- 
unteers were  ordered  out  by  the  left  flank,  and  had  barely  got  into 
line,  with  their  right  resting  on  the  One  hundred  and  ninth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire.  The  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-ninth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  followed  the 
One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  was 
put  into  position  on  the  right  of  the  line  and  against  the  railroad. 
The  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers  was  ,held  in  reserve. 
The  fight  commenced  near  midnight,  and  lasted  alboiit  an  hour  and 
three-quarters.  The  following  are  our  losses  in  killed  and  wounded  : 
One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  90  ; One  hun- 
dred and  forty  ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  12 ; Seventy-eighth  New 
York  Volunteers,  2. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene,  commanding  the  brigade,  was 
wounded  in  the  face,  the  ball  passing  through  the  upper  jaw.  The 
following  officers  were  also  wounded:  Lieut.  Col.  K.  S.  Van  Voor- 
his,  Capt.  Silas  Pierson,  and  Lieut.  Marshall  J.  Corbett,  all  of  the 
One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 

October  29  and  30,  lay  on  the  battle-field. 

October  31,  moved  up  to  Raccoon  Mountain  and  took  position  on 
the  hills  to  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  commenced  fortify- 
ing and  slashing  timber. 


No.  32. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  Herbert  von  Hammerstein,  Seventy -eighth' 

Neio  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers, 

^ November  3,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  part  which 
my  regiment  has  taken  in  the  operations  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  from  the  morning  of  the  27th  till 
the  close  of  the  engagement  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  October,  1863 : 


Chap.  XLIIL] 


KEOPENING  OF  THE  TENNESSEE  llIVEK. 


131 


The  regiment  arrived  at  Bridgeport  at  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  after  having  been  two  days  and  two  nights  on  the  cars. 
At  daylight,  we  continued  our  march  on  foot  to  Shellmound.  After 
arriving  there,  my  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Morton,  chief  engineer,  to  assist  in  building  a pontoon  bridge 
across  the  Tennessee  Kiver,  at  which  we  worked  till  9 o’clock  that 
night,  fatiguing  the  men  considerably.  At  daylight  next  morning 
the  march  was  continued,  my  regiment  marching  as  rear  guard 
behind  the  train  of  the  division,  and  arrived  at  about  7 o’clock  at  a 
place  near  the  railroad  called  Wauhatchie. 

I received  orders  from  Brigadier- General  Greene  to  go  and  bivouac 
on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, the  regiment  in  two  lines,  one  behind  the  other.  At  about 
10. 30  o’clock  I was  startled  by  perhaps  a dozen  shots  and  a weak 
volley  of  musketry.  I ordered  my  regiment  under  arms  loaded,  and 
the  men  lay  down  behind  the  stacks  awaiting  orders.  The  firing 
had  stopped  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  it  began  again,  this  time 
with  great  energy,  from  a force  certainly  superior  to  our  own,  the 
bullets  flying  in  every  direction  through  the  camps.  I then  received 
orders,  through  Captain  Greene,  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  deploy 
my  regiment  and  remain  in  reserve ; then  selected  the  embankment 
of  the  railroad  as  the  best  position  to  cover  our  right  flank,  and 
from  where  to  move  to  the  assistance  of  others  if  called  for.  Not 
being  called  for,  the  regiments  in  front  succeeding  in  driving  off 
the  enemy  alone,  I remained  in  that  position  till  about  2.30  a.  m., 
when  I was  ordered  by  Colonel  Ireland,  commanding  the  brigade 
after  Brigadier-General  Greene  was  wounded,  to  march  to  a position 
on  our  extreme  left,  which  I did.  The  fight  had  then  ceased.  I lost 
2 men  wounded,  and  did  not  fire  a shot.  When  the  alarm  arrived 
the  regiment  was  under  arms  in  a minute ; not  a man  left  his  post. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  HAMMERSTEIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Comdg.  Seventy-eighth  Neio  York  Vols, 
[Capt.  C.  T.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade.'] 


No.  33. 

Report  of  Capt.  Milo  B.  Eldredge,  One  hundred  and  thirty -seventh 

New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  137th  Regiment  New^  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Lookout  Mountain,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  (the  One 
hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers)  left  Bridgeport, 
Ala.  ,’011  the  27th  day  of  October,  1863,  about  12  m.  We  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River,  and  that  afternoon  we  marched  to  Shellmound 
Station,  and  there  joined  the  brigade  and  camped  for  the  night. 
We  resumed  the  march  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of 
October,  1863,  and  marched  to  the  Wauhatchie  Valley,  near  Look- 
out Mountain,  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  there  we  encamped.  AVe 
were  camped  in  two  lines  and  at  right  angles  with  the  Chattanooga 
road.  At  11.30  p.  m.  we  were  aroused  and  ordered  under  arms,  oc- 
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casioned  by  some  picket  firing  on  our  front,  but  tbe  firing  ceased 
shortly  afterward,  so  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down  behind  their 
stacks  with  their  accouterments  on,  which  they  did.  In  about  half 
an  hour  afterward  we  were  again  ordered  to  fall  in  and  move  out  by 
the  left  flank,  and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  One  hundred  and 
ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  order  we  executed  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  General  Geary,  commanding  Second  Divis- 
ion, when  the  enemy  opened  on  us.  We  formed  as  ordered,  and 
then  returned  their  fire  with  such  effect  that  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  every  time  they  attempted  to  advance. 

The  enemy,  finding  they  could  not  drive  us  in  front,  sent  a large 
force  around  on  our  left  flank,  which  was  entirely  unprotected,  and 
endeavored  to  turn  our  position,  but  Adjt.  James  E.  Mix  instantly 
threw  two  companies,  G and  B,  back  at  right  angles  with  our  line  of 
battle  and  drove  them  back  handsomely,  and  when  they  retired  he 
brought  them  forward  into  line.  At  this  time  our  men  were  getting 
nearly  out  of  ammunition,  but,  by  sending  to  the  hospital  and  cut- 
ting the  cartridge  boxes  from  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  we  were  en- 
abled to  keep  up  a fire  on  the  enemy  until  they  retired ; when  they 
did  so  we  did  not  have  200  cartridges  in  the  regiment.  Brigadier- 
General  Greene  having  been  wounded  early  in  the  fight,  the  com- 
mand of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Col.  David  Ireland.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Van  Voorhis  immediately  assumed  command  of  the 
regiment,  soon  after  which  he  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  Voorhis)  was 
wounded  near  the  right  shoulder.^  He,  notwithstanding,  continued 
his  duties  until  the  close  of  the  action,  which  lasted  from  about  12.30 
until  about  3 a.  m. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment  during  the 
action  was  splendid ; they  fought  like  men,  and  when  the  enemy 
opened  on  their  left  the  men  fired  back  to  back,  but  never  yielded 
one  inch  of  ground.  At  the  close  of  the  action  they  were  in  the  exact 
line  in  which  they  were  formed.  The  conduct  of  James  E.  Mix  (ad- 
jutant) is  worthy  of  special  mention. 

This  regiment  lost  as  follows : Enlisted  men  killed,  15 ; officers 
wounded,  3;  enlisted  men  wounded,  72;  total  loss,  killed  and 
wounded,  90.  Missing,  none. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILO  B.  ELDEEDGE, 
Captain,  Commanding  BegimenU 

Capt.  C.  T.  Greene, 

A.  A,  G.,  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  l%th  Army  Corps, 


No.  34. 

Beport  of  Lieut,  Col,  Charles  B.  Bandall,  One  hundred  and  forty- 
ninth  New  York  Infantry, 

Headquarters  149th  New  York  Volunteers, 

Wauhatchie  Valley,  Tenn.,  November  1,  1863. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  during  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th  days  of 
October  last : 

The  regiment  broke  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  and  moved 
in  the  rear  of  the  Seventy-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  the  men 
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carrying  four  days’  rations  and  60  rounds  of  ammunition.  Arrived 
at  Shellmound  Station  about  3 p.  m.,  and  bivouacked.  I furnished 
for  work  on  the  pontoon  bridge  at  that  place  a detail  of  6 officers,  16 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  110  men,  who  were  on  duty  from  8 
p.  m.  until  la.  m.,  the  28th. 

At  4 o’clock,  the  regiment  was  called  out,  and  at  5 took  up  line  of 
march,  following  the  One  hundred  and  thirty -seventh  New  York 
Volunteers.  We  arrived  at  a point  on  Wauhatchie  Valley,  near  the 
junction,  at  about  5 p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  in  edge  of  a wood  near 
and  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  in  two  lines,  the  left  wing  being  in 
rear  of  the  right,  my  position  being  at  the  right  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers.  At  11  p.  m.  the 
regiment  was  put  under  arms,  but  the  men  were  allowed  to  lie  down 
behind  their  arms  with  their  belts  on. 

At  12  a.  m.  the  29th,  I was  directed  by  the  general  commanding 
brigade  to  move  by  the  left  flank  and  follow  the  One  hundred  and 
thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  to  form  line  of  battle.  In 
accordance  with  directions  I moved  directly  forward  until  I came 
to  a road  which  ran  to  the  right  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees  from 
the  direction  I was  pursuing,  which  road  I was  directed  to  follow. 

The  attack  upon  our  position  began  at  12.30  a.  m.,  October  29,  and 
at  the  moment  of  the  attack  the  position  of  my  regiment  was  as  fol- 
lows: Marching  left  in  front,  diagonally  toward  the  enemy,  with  the 
rear  rank  exposed  to  their  fire,  the  leading  company  being  about  25 
yards  in  rear  of  the  right  company  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  which  was  just  forming  by  forward 
into  line.”  The  generals  commanding  division  and  brigade,  both 
mounted,  and  attended  by  their  staffs  and  orderlies,  were  on  the  line 
of  battle  directing  its  formation,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  along 
his  whole  line  from  a distance  of  about  100  yards.  In  an  instant  the 
mounted  men  attending  the  generals,  forming  a cavalcade  of  some  20 
horsemen,  became  very  much  scattered  and  broke  to  the  rear,  pass- 
ing through  my  regiment  in  a dozen  different  places.  In  addition 
to  those,  two  or  three  ambulances  and  wagon  teams,  attached  to 
headquarters,  also  passed  through  my  lines.  The  regiment  was  thus 
entirely  broken  to  pieces  and  disorganized,  with  no  company  forma- 
tions whatever,  and  all  exposed  to  a terrific  fire.  I immediately 
threw  the  left  and  leading  company  back  to  the  rear,  and  commenced 
reforming  the  line  parallel  with  and  about  50  yards  in  rear  of  the 
One  hundred  and  thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  which  was 
at  that  time  actively  engaged.  As  the  line  was  nearly  formed,  I re- 
ceived direction  from  Lieutenant  Davis,  of  division  staff,  to  place 
the  regiment  by  the  side  of  the  wagon  road,  perpendicular  to  the  line 
of  battle,  to  guard  against  an  attack  upon  our  right  flank.  I imme- 
diately changed  “ front  forward,”  and  took  the  position  indicated. 
The  enemy  immediately  attacked  in  my  front,  when,  finding  it  pos-* 
sible  to  shelter  the  men,  I moved  the  regiment  forward  some  20 
yards  to  the  railroad  embankment  and  opened  fire.  After  the  regi- 
ment had  expended  3 or  4 rounds,  the  enemy,  consisting  of  a force 
of  two  regiments,  withdrew  from  our  front.  I remained  in  that 
position  until  about  6 a.  m.  the  29th. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
command  on  this  occasion.  Entirely  broken  to  pieces  and  disordered, 
the  line  was  rapidly  reformed  in  a new  direction,  and  a change  of 
front  executed,  the  men  being  all  the  time  exposed  to  a murderous 
fire^  from  a distance  of  about  150  yards,  with  a loss  of  but  3 strag- 
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glers.  Owing  to  our  sheltered  position  along  the  railroad,  our  loss 
was  quite  small  compared  to  that  of  other  regiments,  being  1 man 
killed  and  an  officer  and  11  men  wounded.  About  6 a.  m.  my  regi- 
ment was  moved  to  a position  in  rear  of  the  center  of  the  line,  and 
iield  in  reserve.  By  direction  of  Colonel  Ireland,  commanding  the 
brigade,  I sent  forward  one  company  as  skirmishers,  which  found 
large  numbers  of  the  enemy’s  killed  and  wounded,  and  arms  in  front, 
and  which  captured  and  sent  in  quite  a number  of  prisoners. 

About  8. 30  a.  m. , by  direction  of  the  general  commanding  division, 
I sent  out  a scouting  party,  consisting  of  the  sergeant-major  and  10 
nien,  who  examined  the  country  along  the  banks  of  a creek  running 
along  the  base  of  Lookout  Mountain  for  a distance  of  about  miles, 
to  a point  opposite  the  point  of  the  mountain,  discovering  the  route 
taken  by  the  enemy  before  and  after  the  attack,  and  finding  several 
of  the  enemy’s  dead  in  the  woods  opposite  ’the  position  occupied  by 
my  regiment  during  the  action  and  several  stand  of  arms,  which  they 
brought  in.  About  11  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  detailed  for  picket 
duty,  and  was  posted  across  the  road  leading  to  Kelley’s  Ferry,  to  the 
left  and  rear  of  our  position. 

While  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  so  nearly  unex- 
ceptionable, it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  discriminate  between 
them,  but  I cannot  forbear  calling  particular  attention  to  the  gallant 
bearing  of  Orderly  Sergeant  Truair,  of  Company  G,  who  was  in 
command  of  his  company,  none  of  its  officers  being  present  with  it. 
I am  greatly  indebted  to  Capt.  Robert  E.  Hopkins,  acting  field  officer. 
His  coolness  and  judgment  was  worthy  of  special  commendations. 
His  assistance  to  me  was  invaluable.  Annexed  is  the  list  of  casual- 
ties. * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  RANDALL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  lidth  JSfeiv  York  Volunteers, 

Capt.  C.  T.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  35. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds,  First  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 

Report  of  the  movements  of  Battery  E,  Independent  Pennsylva- 
nia Artillery,  from  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  to  Wauhatchie,  and  engage- 
ment of  the  night  of  October  28,  1863  : 

Two  sections  of  Battery  E left  Bridgeport  with  Second  Division, 
•Twelfth  Army  Corps,  at  8 a.  m.  Tuesday,  October  27,  1863;  reached 
Shellmound  at  1 p.  m.,  where  they  camped  till  next  morning.  At  5 
a.  m.,  28th  instant,  broke  camp  and  marched  to  Wauhatchie,  camp- 
ing at  5 p.  m.,  about  one-half  mile  beyond  the  junction  of  the  rail- 
road, on  the  right  of  Mr.  Rowden’s  house,  facing  the  railroad.  About 
11  p.  m.  musketry  firing  was  heard,  apparently  by  the  pickets,  on  the 
road  toward  Chattanooga.  The  troops  were  called  out  and  placed  in 
position  to  repel  an  attack,  and  the  battery  ordered  to  harness.  Upon 
investigation  it  was  found  the  firing  was  not  from  the  pickets  of  the 
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Twelfth  Corps,  and  there  being  no  ax-)XJeai"anpe  of  an  attack,  tlie  troops 
were  dismissed  with  orders  to  resume  their  positions  at  once  if  aaiy 
alarm  took  xhace.  At  12  x^-  hring  was  again  heard,  the  troops 
were  called  out,  and  I directed  the  battery  to  harness  at  once.  By 
the  firing,  it  was  evident  the  enemy  w(n’e  advancing  rax)idly  toward 
us,  and  I ordered  the  x^ieces  to  be  run  into  position  by  hand,  to  cover 
the  field  to  the  left  of  the  railroad.  The  infantry  were  in  line  about 
30  or  40  yards  in  the  front  of  the  battery,  thus  x^re venting  the  use  of 
canister.  I directed  the  use  of  shrapnel,  with  short  fuses. 

The  enemy  at  this  time  were  axDparently  between  200  and  300  yards 
distant,  and  charged  to  the  left  of  our  front,  at  the  same  time  open- 
ing their  fire  upon  us.  Their  line  soon  extended  along  our  front  and 
across  the  railroad.  On  account  of  the  darkness,  their  line  could  only 
be  distinguished  by  their  fire,  upon  which  the  gunners  were  directed 
to  aim,  dex^ressing  their  pieces  as  much  as  they  could  with  safety  to 
our  troops  in  front.  Some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  engagement,  the  enemy  opened  on  our  right  from  the 
woods  across  the  railroad.  Observing  this,  I directed  one  piece  of 
Lieutenant  Geary’s  section  to  be  wheeled  to  the  right  in  the  rear  of 
the  house.  Their  fire  now  was  very  destructive  to  the  battery,  hav- 
ing an  enfilade  from  the  woods,  and  being  also  on  our  front  and  left. 
Lieutenant  Geary  soon  fell  mortally  wounded  by  a ball  in  the  fore 
head.  Several  cannoneers  of  this  piece  were  also  wounded.  A few 
moments  later.  Captain  Atwell  was  severely  wounded,  and  carried 
from  the  field. 

So  many  men  having  been  wounded  that  they  could  with  difficulty 
work  all  the  xfieces,  I directed  one  x'>iece  to  be  run  to  the  rear,  and 
the  men  to  take  positions  on  the  others.  The  battery  kex)t  up  their 
fire  as  long  as  the  enemy’s  firing  made  their  line  visible,  they  finally 
withdrawing  from  our  left  and  front,  and  taking  position  behind  the 
railroad  to  the  left  of  our  front,  from  where  they  continued  their  fire. 
I then  directed  one  piece  to  be  run  to  a crossing  of  the  railroad,  about 
150  yards  to  our  rear,  and  placed  in  position  just  across  the  track  to 
fire  along  the  north  side  of  the  railroad.  The  fire  of  this  piece  was 
very  effective,  and  soon  compelled  the  enemy  to  fall  back  Their  fire 
gradually  slackened,  and  about  3 a.  m.  ceased  entirely.  With  re- 
gard to  the  effectiveness  of  the  fire  of  the  battery,  the  same  defect 
that  usually  occurs  with  the  paper  fuses  was  very  apparent  on  this 
occasion,  not  more  than  one  in  four  of  the  projectiles  exploding. 
The  casualties  of  the  battery,  owing  to  the  enemy  concentrating 
their  fire  upon  it,  which  they  were  enabled  to  do  by  the  flashes  of 
the  guns,  and  also  being  at  one  time  upon  three  sides  of  it,  were  very 
great. 

The  men  behaved  nobly ; too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  them. 
Although  suffering  the  loss  of  both  officers  present,  not  a man,  as  far 
as  I could  learn,  shirked  his  duty.  All  remained  nobly  at  their  posts, 
ready  and  willing  to  perform  not  only  their  own  duties,  but  in  addi- 
tion, those  of  their  fallen  comrades. 

Sergeants  Shaw,^  Hammann,  and  ISTichol,  and  Corporal  Jones  are 
deserving  of  mention  for  their  coolness  and  courage,  but  Corporals 
Volk  and  Kane  are  deserving  of  special  notice  for  their  conduct, 
being  as  cool  during  the  whole  engagement  as  on  drill,  thus  inspir- 
ing their  men  by  their  example.  In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Geary 
the  service  has  lost  a brave  and  efficient  officer,  and  a noble-hearted 
and  courteous  gentleman.  Though  young  in  years  he  possessed  rare 
natural  qualifications  as  an  officer,  and  while  in  his  death  the  battery 
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has  suffered  a loss  which  can  with  difficulty,  if  ever,  be  compensated, 
yet  the  bright  example  of  his  manly  courage  and  devoted  patriotism 
can  never  be  extinguished. 

The  following  is  a list  of  casualties  : Killed,  1 commissioned  officer 
and  3 enlisted  men;  wounded,  1 commissioned  officer  and  17  enlisted 
men. 

Horses  killed  and  disabled,  35 ; mules,  2. 

Number  of  rounds  of  ammunition  expended,  224. 

J.  A.  REYNOLDS, 

Major  First  N,  Y,  Arty,,  Chief  of  Artillery , Twelfth  A,  G. 


No.  36. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Turchin,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Amny  Corps,  with 
itinerary  of  brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Brownes  Ferry,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  a report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
brigade  in  the  expedition  of  the  26th  instant : 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  effect  a landing  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  River  and  to  occupy  the  gorge  at  Brown’s 
Ferry.  According  to  instructions,  my  brigade  was  to  support  Gen- 
eral Hazen’s  brigade,  follow  it  across  the  river,  and  occupy  the  hills 
on  the  right  side  of  the  gorge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant,  a detail  was  made  from  the 
brigade  of  Second  Lieut.  James  Haddow,  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  First  Lieut.  Joseph  Stephenson,  Ninety-second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  with  4 sergeants,  8 corporals,  and  36  privates 
from  each  of  the  two  regiments,  all  experienced  boatmen,  to  work 
on  the  pontoons,  take  them  to  the  ferry,  and  cross  the  troops.  At 
6.30  p.  m.  on  the  26th  instant  the  brigade  moved  from  Chattanooga, 
crossed  the  Tennessee,  and  bivouacked  in  the  woods  near  Brown’s 
Ferry,  leaving  the  tents  and  camp  undisturbed.  More  than  half  of 
General  Hazen’s  command  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river  on  the 
pontoons  and  effect  a landing,  while  the  remainder  moved  from 
Chattanooga  and  bivouacked  near  my  brigade.  The  commander  of 
the  pontoons  was  instructed  to  ferry  the  remainder  of  General 
Hazen’s  brigade  first,  and  then  my  brigade. 

At  4.30  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  a few  shots,  and  soon  after  several  vol- 
leys, told  us  that  the  landing  of  our  troops  was  effected.  The 
Thirty-first  Ohio,  Seventeenth  Ohio,  and  Eighty-second  Indiana 
were  the  first  of  my  brigade  to  cross,  while  the  Eleventh  Ohio  was 
deployed  to  the  right  on  the  river  bank  to  protect  the  passage. 
When  my  first  regiment,  the  Thirty-first  Ohio,  reached  the  opposite 
shore  they  found  portions  of  several  regiments  of  General  Kazen’s 
command  on  the  slope  of  the  right  hill,  which  was  a necessary  move- 
ment, because  the  enemy  occupied  both  sides  of  the  gorge.  These 
regiments  were  relieved  by  the  Thirty-first  Ohio.  Other  regiments 
followed,  and  at  8 a.  m.  the  whole  brigade  had  crossed  the  river 
and  occupied  the  position  assigned  to  them.  The  expedition  was 
successful.  The  portion  of  my  command  detached  with  Lieutenants 
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Hadclow  and  Steplienson  worked  with  skill  and  earnestness,  and  the 
success  of  the  whole  expedition  depended  considerably  on  their 
work. 

I have  no  casualties  to  report. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  TURCHIK 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Preston  C.  F.  West, 

• Aide-de-Camp.  . • 


itinerary.* 

The  regiments  of  which  the  brigade  is  now  composed  were  in  camp 
at  Chattanooga  from  October  1 to  9. 

October  9,  by  Paragraph  XIV,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  269,  from 
headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Eleventh,  Thirty- 
sixth,  Eighty-ninth,  and  Ninety-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
(being  the  Third  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps,  old  organization,  excepting  the  Eighteenth  Kentucky  Volun- 
teer Infantry  and  the  Twenty-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Battery),  and 
the  Seventeenth  and  Thirty-first  Ohio  and  the  Eighty-second  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry  (being  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Four- 
teenth Army  Corps,  old  organization,  excepting  the  Thirty-eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  and  the  Fourth  Michigan  Volunteer  Bat- 
tery), were  announced  as  composing  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Di- 
vision, Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Turchin  com- 
manding. Brigade  remained  in  camp  at  Chattanooga  from  October 
9 to  26. 

October  26,  brigade  was  detailed,  in  conjunction  with  Hazen’s  bri- 
gade, of  Palmer’s  division,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River  at  Brown’s 
Ferry,  construct  a pontoon  bridge,  and  build  a tete-de-pont.  Two 
officers  and  88  men  of  the  Thirty-sixth  and  Ninety-second  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  were  detached  to  navigate  the  pontoons,  which  were 
to  be  floated  from  Chattanooga  to  Brown’s  Ferry  during  the  night. 
The  remainder  of  the  brigade  crossed  the  Tennessee  at  Chattanooga 
at  6.30  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  in  the  woods  near  Brown’s  Ferry.  A 
landing  was  effected  on  the  southern  shore  at  4.30  a.  m.  October  2?, 
and  the  rebel  force  (two  regiments)  driven  away.  Hazen’s  brigade 
crossed  first,  occupying  the  ridge  on  the  left  of  the  ferry,  this  bri- 
gade following  and  occupying  the  ridge  on  the  right  of  the  ferry. 

From  October  27  to  31,  brigade  remained  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  cut- 
ting timber,  digging  intrenchments,  and  building  roads. 


No.  37. 

Becord  of  a Court  of  Inquiry,  and  accompanying  documents. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  A COURT  OF  INQUIRY  WHICH  CONVENED  AT  THE 
headquarters  eleventh  and  TWELFTH  ARMY  CORPS,  LOOK- 
OUT VALLEY,  TENN.,  BY  VIRTUE  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  SPECIAL 
ORDER  : 

Special  Field  Orders,  [ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  23.  j Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  January  23,  1864. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

XL  At  the  request  of  Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz,  commanding  Third 
Division,  Eleventh  Corps,  and  Col.  F.  Hecker,  commanding  Third 


* From  return  for  October. 
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Brigade  of  that  division,  a court  of  inquiry  is  hereby  ordered  to 
assemble  at  the  headquarters  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  command- 
ing Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps,  at  11  a.  m.  on  Monday,  the  25th 
instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  investigate  the  cir- 
cumstances which  gave  rise  to  the  reflections  on  Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz 
and  part  of  his  command,  contained  in  the  following  extract  from 
General  Hooker’s  official  report  of  the  night  action  of  Wauhatchie, 
dated  November  6,  1863  : 

I regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  except  any  portion  of  my  command  in  my 
commendation  of  their  courage  and  valor.  The  brigade  dispatched  to  the  relief  of 
Geary  by  orders  delivered  in  person  to  its  division  commander,  never  reached  him 
until  long  after  the  fight  had  ended.  It  is  alleged  that  it  lost  its  way,  when  it  had 
a terrific  infantry  fire  to  guide  it  ail  the  way,  and  also  that  it  became  involved  in  a 
swamp,  where  there  was  no  swamp  or  other  obstacle  between  it  and  Geary  which 
should  liave  delayed  it  a moment  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  its  imperiled  com- 
panions ; 

and  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  above  strictures  in  General 
Hooker’s  report  were  deserved  by  the  conduct  of  General  Schurz, 
Colonel  Hecker,  or  any  part  of  their  command  during  the  said  ac- 
tion. 


DETAIL  FOR  THE  COURT. 

Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps. 

Col.  G.  W.  Mindil,  Thirty-third  Hew  Jersey  Volunteers,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps. 

Col.  James  Wood,  jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  Hew  York 
Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh 
Army  Corps. 

Capt.  V/.  H.  Lambert,  Thirty-third  Hew  Jersey  Volunteers,  re- 
corder. 

^ ^ ^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
isia n t Adjutant-  General, 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

Ho.  26.  ) Chattanooga,  January  26,  1864. 

^ ^ ^ ♦ Hs  ❖ 

XXI.  Col.  G.  W.  Mindil,  Thirty-third  Hew  Jersey  Volunteers, 
commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps, 
is  relieved  from  duty  as  member  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  instituted 
by  Paragraph  XI,  Special  Field  Orders,  Ho.  23,  current  series,  from 
these  headquarters. 

Col.  P.  H.  Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  Hew  York  Infan- 
try, is  hereby  detailed  as  member  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  above- 
named  in  place  of  Colonel  Mindil,  relieved,  and  will  report  to  Col. 
A.  Buschbeck,  president  of  the  same. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

January  29,  1804 — 11  a.  m. 

The  Court  mot  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  orders : 

Present:  Col.  A.  Buschheck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, commanding  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Col. 
James  Wood,  jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh 
Army  Corps ; Col.  P.  H.  Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New 
York  Volunteers ; Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert,  Thirty-third  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  recorder. 

The  orders  instituting  the  Court  having  been  read  in  the  presence 
of  Major-General  Schurz  and  Colonel  Hecker,  the  parties  accused, 
they  were  asked  whether  either  of  them  had  any  objection  to  any 
member  of  the  Court  as  named  in  the  order.  Each  of  the  accused 
answered  they  had  no  objections  to  any  member  of  the  Court. 

The  Court  was  duly  sworn  by  the  recorder,  and  the  recorder  was 
duly  sworn  by  the  president. 

Col.  F.  Hecker,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Elev- 
enth Army  Corps,  made  objection  to  the  Court  making  investigation 
into  the  command  of  Major-General  Schurz,  and  of  his  own,  in  the 
sa^me  inquiry,  and  asked  that  the  conduct  of  each  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  separate  investigation,  stating  that,  as  he  had  made  a request 
for  a court  of  inquiry,  and  had  no  legal  knowledge  of  the  application 
for  such  a court  by  Major-General  Schurz,  the  cases  were  separate 
ones ; the  orders  under  which  Major-General  Schurz  and  lie  acted 
were  different,  and  he  therefore  objected  to  the  instructions  of  the 
foregoing  order. 

The  court  was  cleared,  and  after  due  deliberation  the  doors  were 
opened,  and  the  decision  of  the  Court  announced:  That  the  objection 
of  Colonel  Hecker  is  overruled,  and  the  Court  will  proceed  with  the 
investigation  as  ordered ; but  if  such  proceeding  was  subsequently 
deemed  necessary,  the  Court  would  consider  the  cases  separately. 

The  recorder  here  asked  time  be  allowed  him  for  an  interview  wnth 
the  witnesses,  and  a preparation  for  the  conduct  of  the  case,  which 
was  granted,  and  the  Court  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday,  Februar^^ 
1,  1864,  at  10  a.  m.,  at  headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

February  1,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, commanding  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Col. 
James  Wood,  jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army 
Corps;  Col.  P.  H.  Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh 
Army  Corps;  Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert,  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers, recorder. 

The  proceedings  of  previous  session  were  read. 

The  recorder  asked  leave  to  introduce  as  clerk  Edward  R.  Wood, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York,  to  report  the  proceedings 
and  testimony  phonographically.  Leave  was  granted  and  Private 
Wood  was  duly  sworn  to  report  impartially  and  correctly. 
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Major-General  Scliurz  asked  leave  to  introduce  as  counsel  for 
himself,  Maj.  J^’.  C.  Winkler,  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 
which  was  granted. 

The  examination  of  witnesses  was  then  commenced. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  commanding  Eleventh  and  Twelfth 
Army  Corps,  a witness  for  the  prosecution,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Are  the  words  quoted  in  Paragraph  XI,  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  2d,  headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  as  a 
part  of  your  official  report  of  the  night  action  of  Wauhatchie,  the 
words  used  by  you  in  that  report? 

Answer.  I believe  they  are. 

Question.  What  division  is  alluded  to  in  the  report  ? 

Answer.  The  division  of  General  Schurz. 

Question.  Was  General  Schurz  then  in  command  of  the  division? 

Answer.  He  was. 

Question.  What  orders  were  given  by  you  to  the  division  com- 
mander ? 

Answer.  To  double-quick  his  division  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary.  I gave  the 
order  to  General  Schurz  direct,  and  sent  word  to  General  Howard,  for  the  attack 
was  a sudden  one,  and  no  time  was  to  be  lost. 

Question.  Can  you  remember  at  what  time  these  orders  were 
given  ? 

Ans-wer.  I can  only  approximate  to  the  time.  I think  it  was  between  12  and  1 
o’clock. 

Question.  What  was  the  distance  between  the  division  of  General 
Schurz  and  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  About  2 miles. 

• Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  country  between  the  divis- 
ion and  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  There  was  some  mud,  but  there  was  nothing  that  impeded  our  march 
as  we  came  up. 

Question.  Were  any  other  orders  given  to  the  commander  of  the 
division,  or  to  the  commanders  of  the  brigades  than  those  first 
alluded  to  ? 

Answer.  I had  nothing  to  do  with  brigades.  ^ I gave  no  other  orders  to  brigades. 
Orders  were  given  for  one  brigade  of  that  division  to  be  sent  to  the  hill  now  known 
as  the  Tyndale  Hill. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  soon  after  you  gave  the  first  order  to 
the  division,  the  division  started  ? 

Answer.  Soon  after. 

Question.  What  vfas  the  nature  of  the  firing  ? 

Answer.  It  was  severe  ; it  satisfied  me  that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  rebels 
to  wdiip  Geary. 

Question.  Was  any  portion  of  the  enemy  between  General  Geary 
and  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  Some  at  the  left  of  his  (Schurz’s)  line  of  march. 
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• Question.  At  what  time  did  General  Schurz’s  division  reach  Gen- 
eral Geary  ? 

Answer.  I think  General  Geary  reports  5.30  o’clock. 

Question.  Were  the  enemy  between  General  Geary  and  General 
Schurz  in  such  position  that  they  could  detain  or  offer  any  obstacle 
to  the  progress  of  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  No  other  than  the  detention  caused  by  the  detachment  of  one  brigade 
from  the  column. 

By  Major-General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Do  you  consider  all  the  statements  in  your  report  rela- 
tive to  the  Third  Division  correct  in  every  particular  ? 

Answer.  I do. 

Question.  You  say  in  your  report,  ^Mt  is  alleged  that  the  brigade 
marching  to  the  relief  of  Geary  lost  its  way  and  became  involved 
in  a swamp.”  Where  and  by  whom  was  that  alleged  ? 

Answer.  If  I mistake  not,  in  General  Howard’s  report. 

Question.  You  speak  in  your  report  of  the  brigade  dispatched  to 
the  relief  of  General  Geary;  which  of  General  Schurz’s  brigades  was 
that? 

Answer.  The  whole  division  t^sls  under  orders  to  go  to  General  Geary ; after- 
ward one  brigade  was  detached  to  go  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  Tyndale  Hill ; the 
remainder  of  the  division  was  the  brigade  alluded  to. 

Question.  You  say  in  your  report  that  the  brigade  dispatched  to 
the  relief  of  General  Geary  arrived  there  long  after  the  fight  had 
ceased  ; which  of  General  Schurz’s  brigades  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  reached  there  at  5.30;  another  brigade  reached 
there  at  7 o’clock. 

Question.  Howard  was  directed  to  double-quick  his  nearest  divis- 
ion (Schurz’s)  to  his  relief,  and  before  proceeding  far  a sheet  of  mus- 
ketry was  thrown  on  him  from  the  central  hills.  Directions  were 
immediately  given  for  one  of  the  brigades  en  route  to  Geary  (Tyn- 
dale’s)  to  be  detached  and  assault  the  enemy  on  the  hills  on  the  left, 
and  the  other  brigade  to  push  on  as  ordered.”  Is  this  a correct  copy 
of  the  statement  about  the  Third  Division  entered  in  your  official 
report  ? 

Answer.  It  is  correct. 

Question.  You  speak  in  your  report  of  only  two  brigades,  Tyn- 
dale’s,  and  the  other  brigade.”  Was  it  known  to  you  at  the  time 
that  General  Schurz  had  three  brigades  ? 

Answer.  I am  not  positive,  but  I think  it  must  have  been. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Colonel  Hecker  on  the  field  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  was  your  conversation  with  Colonel  Hecker  on 
the  fihld  ? 

Answer.  On  returning  from  the  column  marching  to  the  relief  of  Geary  the  first 
troops  that  I came  to  not  on  the  march  were  troops  commanded  by  Colonel  Hecker. 
I inquired  what  his  troops  were  doing  there.  He  said  he  was  there  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Howard.  Some  other  conversation  passed,  but  I do  not  think  T can  recall  it, 
unless  it  is  suggested  to  me.  It  is  possible  that  I said  to  him  to  remain  there  until 
fm’ther  orders  from  General  Howard. 
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Question.  At  wliat  ‘particular  stage  of  the  battle  was  it  when  you 
saw  Colonel  Hecker  ? 

Answer.  It  was  immediately  after  riding  back  from  the  column  at  the  head  of 
wliich  were  General  Howard  and  General  Schurz  after  the  lire  had  been  thrown 
upon  it.  I had  been  on  the  left  between  the  column  and  the  hill  from  which  the 
, firing  came. 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  this  letter  (Appendix  A)  as  a correct 
copy  of  a letter  you  addressed  officially  to  Brigadier-General  Whip- 
ple, assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  ? 

Answer.  This  is  my  letter. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  statements  contained  in  that  letter 
correct  in  every  particular  ? 

Answer.  I do.  I made  them  under  the  impression  that  they  were  correct. 

Question.  You  say  in  that  letter  that  you  were  informed  that  Col- 
onel Decker’s  brigade  was  in  its  position  by  order  of  Major-General 
Howard.  What  had  been  your  orders  to  General  Howard  ? 

Answer.  General  Howard  was  immediately  advised  of  the  orders  given  to  Gen- 
eral Schurz.  After  that,  the  order  was  given  to  General  Howard  to  dispatch  a bri- 
gade to  the  hill  on  the  left. 

Question.  By  whom  [was  the  order]  to  take  the  hill  on  the  left 
with  Tyndale’s  brigade  sent  ? 

Answer.  According  to  my  recollection,  by  one  of  my  staff  officers. 

Question.  Did  you  see  or  hear  anything  of  the  Second  Brigade  of 
General  Schurz’s  division  being  behind  at  the  time  you  saw  Colonel 
Hecker,  or  afterward  ? 

Answer.  I only  saw  what  I took  to  be  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  of  that  division. 
If  I had  supposed  there  were  two  brigades  behind  I should  have  ordered  them,  irre- 
spective of  General  Howard’s  orders,  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary. 

Question.  When  and  where  was  it  that  you  gave  General  Schurz 
the  order  relating  to  the  movement  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  It  was  very  near  where  General  Schurz  was  encamped,  and  was  after 
the  attack  on  Geary. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  What  troops  led  the  column  advancing  to  the  aid  of 
General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  General  Tyndale’s. 

Capt.  Joseph  B.  Greeks  hut,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  a witness  foi* 
the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  State  what  you  know  of  the  movements  of  your  bri- 
gade on  the  night  of  the  28th  and  29th  of  October,  1863. 

Answer.  Captain  Spraul,  aide-de-camp  on  General  Schurz’s  staff,  ordered  Colonel 
Hecker  to  form  his  brigade  on  the  road.  Colonel  Hecker  gave  me  instructions  to 
form  the  brigade.  I went  down  and  as  I came  to  the  road  Lieutenant-Colonel  Otto, 
cliief  of  staff,  inquired  of  me  what  I was  going  to  do  there.  I informed  him  that 
I had  received  instructions  to  form  the  brigade  on  the  road.  He  then  informed  me 
that  the  brigade  was  not  to  be  formed  on  the  I'oad,  but  was  to  move  forward  with 
the  other  brigade  where  the  firing  was  heard.  I informed  Colonel  Hecker  of  the 
fact,  and  he  ordered  the  brigade  forward.  After  marching  for  some  time  the 
column  in  front  halted.  We  were  marching  very  nearly  parallel  to  the  Second 
Brigade  of  the  Third  Division.  When  the  column  halted  we  were  very  near  the 
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hill  up  which  the  Thirty-tliird  MassachiiBetts  charged.  ' After  the  column  halted 
Colonel  Hecker  sent  me  forward  to  inquire  the  cause.  As  I came  to  the  head  of 
the  Second  Brigade  I iiiquired  of  Captain  Orlemanii  where  Major-General  Schurz 
was.  He  told  me  that  he  went  forward  with  tlie  First  Brigade.  I inquired  of  him 
if  he  had  received  orders  that  the  Second  Brigade  was  to  halt  there.  He  told  me 
that  he  had.  He  did  not  inform  me  by  whom  he  had  received  orders.  I went 
back  and  informed  Colonel  Hecker  of  the  fact  that  the  Second  Brigade  had  orders 
to  halt,  and  tliat  the  First  Brigade  had  moved  forward  with  General  Schurz. 
Colonel  Hecker  told  me  that  he  had  received  no  orders  to  halt,  and  that  he  should 
push  forward  until  he  had.  Accordingly  we  marched  past  the  Second  Brigade. 
After  we  had  marched  100  yards  beyond  the  Second  Brigade,  Major  Howard  came 
up  and  informed  Colonel  Hecker  that  he  should  march  up  to  the  cross-roads  and 
halt  there.  As  we  came  up  to  the  cross-roads  Major-General  tiooker  and  staff  were 
standing  in  the  road.  On  seeing  us  approach  General  Hooker  turned  around  and 
inquired  what  troops  these  were.  Colonel  Hecker  replied  that  they  were  the  Third 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps.  Upon  which  General  Hooker  inquired 
where  General  Schurz  was.  Colonel  Hecker  informed  him  that  he  must  be  some- 
where in  the  front,  as  one  of  his  aides  who  had  been  wounded  had  been  carried  to 
the  rear  a few  minutes  ago.  He  asked  him  what  troops  those  were  in  the  rear  of 
him.  Colonel  Hecker  replied  they  were  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division.  After 
standing  on  the  road  about  fifteen  minutes  there  was  a volley  fired  down  from  the 
hill.  General  Hooker  ordered  Colonel  Hecker  to  form  his  brigade  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  be  able  to  form  a line  of  battle  either  to  the  right  or  to  the  front,  conclud- 
ing with  the  words  “ stay  here then  rode  off  in  the  direction  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade. We  formed  tliere  as  indicated  by  General  Hooker,  and  remained  somewhere 
in  the  neighborhood  of  an  hour.  During  this  time  I saw  General  Hooker  and  staff 
standing  in  front  of  the  Second  Brigade.  After  we  had  been  there  very  nearly  an 
hour,  I saw  General  Schurz  and  staff  come  from  the  front  and  proceed  to  where 
General  Hooker  was  standing  in  front  of  the  Second  Brigade.  In  a short  time 
General  Schurz  came  back,  and  ordered  Colonel  Hecker  to  move  forward.  This 
v/as  about  4 or  5 o’clock.  It  was  long  after  Geary’s  firing  had  ceased  ; there  was 
but  little  firing  after  we  had  taken  the  position  indicated  by  General  tiooker.  We 
marched  forward  ; General  Schurz  was  at  the  head  of  our  column  till  we  reached 
the  position  which  the  First  Brigade  then  occupied.  General  Schurz  then  ordered 
us  to  lialt,  and  went  to  get  another  regiment  for  support.  He  said  our  brigade  was 
too  small ; it  was  here  that  I heard  General  Schurz  inform  Colonel  Hecker  that  we 
should  have  to  move  forward  and  form  a junction  with  General  Geary.  After 
waiting  a few  moments  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  York,  Colonel  Lock- 
man,  came  up.  ^ He  had  but  very  few  men,  as  he  stated  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
regiment  were  on  picket  and  could  not  be  relieved.  I then  heard  General  Schurz 
order  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  to  go  back,  and  order  one  of  his  aides  to  go 
and  order  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York  up,  which  came  with  little 
delay.  During  this  time  we  made  arrangements  with  the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  to  move  forward  in  the  gap  and  cover  it,  that  we  might  have  our 
flanks  protected.  Immediately  after  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  came  up  we 
moved  forward  in  the  direction  of  Geary.  The  Seventy-fifth  moved  into  the  gap 
shortly  before  we  started.  We  marched  and  did  not  stop  on  the  road  until  we 
reached  General  Geary’s  position.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  there  Colonel  Heckei*  re- 
ported to  General  Geary,  and  we  were  ordered  to  relieve  one  or  two  of  his  regi- 
ments alongside  the  railroad  and  occupy  their  position. 

• Question.  How  long  did  the  firing  continue  at  Geary’s? 

Answer.  It  was  at  intervals  when  I heard  it.  I should  think  from  half  to  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

Question.  Where  did  General  Hooker  go  when  he  left  you,  after 
having  given  orders  to  the  Third  Brigade? 

Answer.  He  went  in  front  of  the  position  that  the  Second  Brigade  occupied  in 
tlie  field,  right  in  our  front  and  our  left. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Hooker  remain  with  the  Second 
Brigade  any  length  of  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ; he  was  there  the  whole  time  that  we  occupied  the  position  to 
which  he  ordered  us. 

Question.  How  much  time  did  it  take  you  to  reach  Geary  after 
you  had  received  the  order  to  march? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  twenty  minutes. 
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Question.  At  wliat  time  did  you  reach  Geary’s  position? 

Answer.  Just  at  daybreak. 

Question.  Did  you  see  whether  the  Second  Brigade,  after  you  were 
halted,  was  formed  from  the  column  of  a march  into  line  of  battle  ? 

Answer.  They  were  massed  in  a field  to  our  front  and  left. 

Question.  When  you  first  started  did  you  see  the  First  Brigade  ? 

Answer.  I could  not  be  positive.  I saw  troops  marching.  I did  not  know  to 
what  commands  they  belonged. 

By  the  Eecorder  : 

Question.  About  what  time  did  the  column  commence  moving  ? 

Answer.  About  1 o’clock.  I cannot  positively  recollect. 

Question.  Were  any  of  General  Hooker’s  staff  present  at  the  con- 
versation between  General  Hooker  and  Colonel  Hecker  ? 

Answer.  There  were  four  or  five  of  General  Hooker’s  staff  present. 

Question.  Did  Major  Howard  or  any  other  member  of  General 
Howard’s  staff  give  you  any  orders  whilst  you  were  waiting  at  the 
cross-roads  ? 

Ans'wer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  Between  the  time  you  first  commenced  moving  and  the 
time  you  reached  General  Geary  did  you  receive  any  order  from  any 
commander  other  than  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  I did  not,  except  the  order  from  Major  Howard,  which  I supposed  was 
from  General  Howard,  which  order  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  an  order  from 
General  Hooker. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  General  Hooker  give  you  any  orders  personally  ? 

Answer.  “ Tell  Colonel  Hecker  to  form  his  brigade  in  such  a manner  that  he  can 
form  them  to  the  right  or  to  the  front.” 

Question.  When  you  halted  was  the  Second  Brigade  moving 
ahead  ? 

Answer.  I believe  it  was. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  Colonel  Otto  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  I got  down  on  the  road. 

Question.  When  did  the  first  volley  come  from  the  hill? 

Answer.  After  we  -were  standing  at  the  cross-roads. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  that  was  the  Second  Brigade  on  your 
left? 

Answer.  Yes ; I knew  it  before. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  Where  were  you  encamped  that  night  ? ^ 

Answer.  In  the  rear,  and  to  the  right  of  General  Howard’s  headquarters. 

Question.  Before  Captain  Spraul  came  were  the  regiments  in  line  ? 

Answer.  They  were  not  under  arms,  but  ready  to  take  arms. 

Question.  After  you  received  orders  from  Captain  Spraul,  which 
way  did  you  march  ? 

Answer.  We  marched  directly  toward  Wauhatchie  road. 
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Question.  Did  any  other  troops  move  ahead  Vvdth  you  ? 

Answer.  The  Second  Brigade  moved  about  the  same  time  we  did,  the  length  of 
three  regiments  ahead. 

Question.  How  long  after  you* got  on  to  the  road  before  you  were 
ordered  to  move  forward  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  two  or  three  minutes. 

Question.  Were  the  roads  blocked  up  by  troops  passing  ? 

Answer.  They  were,  but  we  marched  in  the  fields  and  had  no  interruption  until 
we  got  to  where  the  Second  Brigade  was  halted. 

Question.  Did  you  know  whether  the  troops  of  General  Stein wehr 
moved  ahead  of  you  ? 

Answer.  I did  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  night  that  the  Thirty-third  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers  had  stormed  the  hill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ; I heard  it  from  one  of  General  Hooker’s  aides. 

Question.  When  you  got  up  to  the  cross-roads,  did  you  see  Gen- 
eral Steinwehr  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  night  that  troops  trying  to  take  the 
hill  had  been  repulsed  at  first  ? 

Answer.  I did,  but  not  officially. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  headquarters  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  Corps,  or,  if  permission  were  obtained,  at  headquarters 
Eleventh  Corps,  on  Tuesday,  February  2,  1864,  at  9 a.  m. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  2,  1864 — 9 a.  m. 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  permission  having  been 
obtained  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland  to  as- 
semble at  headquarters  Eleventh  Corps. 

Present:  Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, commanding  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Corps;  Col.  James 
Wood,  jr..  One  hundred  and  tliirty-sixthlSrew  York  Volunteers,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Corps;  Col.  P. 
H.  Jones, One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  Hew  York  Volunteers,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Corps;  Capt.  W. 
H.  Lambert,  Thirty -third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  recorder. 

The  proceedings  of  previous  sessions  were  read. 

Maj.  Charles  H.  Howard,  aide-de-camp.  General  Howard’s  staff, 
a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  Colonel  Hecker  on  the  field  on  the  night  of 
the  battle  of  Wauhatchie? 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  him,  and  where  did  you  come  from 
when  you  met  him  ? 

Answer.  I first  saw  Colonel  Heck<^r  between  General  Howard’s  headquarters, 
where  they  were  that  night,  and  the  hill  now  known  as  Smith’s  Hill.  I had  come 
from  carrying  an  order  to  General  Steinwehr,  and  passed  Colonel  Hecker’s  column. 
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Question.  Was  Colonel  Hecker’s  column  tlien  marcliing  ? 

Answer.  It  was.  . 

Question.  State  where  you  saw  Colonel  Heoker  going. 

Answer.  I met  Colonel  Hecker  and  staff  going,  after  I had  joined  General  How- 
ard at  the  angle  where  the  road  makes  a right  angle  toward  the  Smith  Hill,  at  about, 
I think,  rather  less  than  a quarter  of  a mile  back,  and  as  I was  returning  with  an 
order  to  Colonel  Buschbeck  from  General  Howard. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Colonel  Hecker  going,  and  wliat  was  your 
conversation  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I saw  Colonel  Hecker  going,  on  returning  from  carrying  the  order  to 
Colonel  Buschbeck,  and  had  some  conversation  either  wdth  him  personally  or  with 
his  staff  with  regard  to  where  General  Howard  was,  and  pointed  out  where  I had 
left  him.  Either  Colonel  Hecker  or  some  one  of  his  staff  said  he  had  been  unable 
to  find  General  Howard  wdiere  I had  previously  pointed  him  out.  I think  I ex- 
pressed some  suij>rise  that  General  Howard  was  not  to  be  found  there  at  the  point 
previously  mentioned,  and  immediately  rode  forw^ard  to  that  place  and  found  there 
General  Hooker  and  staff.  Some  member  of  General  Hooker’s  staff  infoimed  me 
that  General  Howard  had  gone  forward  to  join  General  Schurz. 

Question.  When  did  General  Hooker  arrive  on  the  spot,  and  what 
was  said  then  ? 

Answer.  General  Hooker  was  standing  near  where  I had  left  General  Howard. 
I went  forward  to  General  Hooker.  Colonel  Hecker  joined  us  almost  on  the  iden- 
tical spot  which  was  just  at  the  angle  where  the  main  road  turns  toward  the  Smith 
Hill.  General  Hooker  spoke  to  Colonel  Hecker,  recognizing  him,  and  to  further 
conversation  I did  not  listen. 

Question.  Did  you  refer  Colonel  Hecker  to  General  Hooker  in 
regard  to  the  order  to  stop  as  soon  as  General  Hooker  and  Colonel 
Hecker  met  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression,  very  vivid,  that  I did  mention  to  Colonel  Hecker 
that  “ here  is  General  Hooker”  the  third  time  meeting  him. 

Question.  Did  Colonel  Hecker  stop  his  column  before  you  met 
him  ? 

Answer.  I think  that  I have  stated,  and  I will  repeat,  that  on  meeting  Colonel 
Hecker  each  time  his  column  was  in  motion. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Schurz  on  the  field  ? 

Answer.  I met  General  Schurz  afterward,  near  the  hill  now  known  as  the  Tyn- 
dale  Hill,  after  the  meeting  of  Colonel  Hecker  and  General  Hooker. 

Question.  Did  you  report  to  General  Schurz  the  fact  that  Colonel 
Hecker’s  brigade  was  stopped,  and  was  under  instructions  from 
General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  that  I reported  to  General  Schurz,  on  meeting  him, 
that  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  was  stopped,  and  in  the  presence  of  General  Hooker. 
I might  have  said  that  he  had  received  instructions  from  General  Hooker. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  nature  of  the  ground  at  that  time 
between  the  place  where  General  Hooker  and  Colonel  Hecker  met, 
and  the  hill  now  known  as  the  Tyndale  Hill  ? 

Answer.  Considerable  of  the  ground  was  wet  and  swampy  at  that  time. 

Question.  Did  you  not,  when  riding  over  it,  find  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  passing  on  horseback  ? ' 

Answer.  I found  some  difficulty  in  several  places. 

By  Colonel  Hecker  : 

Question.  Who  said  that  General  Howard  was  not  to  be  found  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  state  with  certainty  whether  it  was  Colonel  Hecker  or  some 
one  of  his  staff. 
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Question.  Wlien  with  General  Hooker  did  you  hear  that  orders 
were  given  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  I reached  General  Hooker  I gave  information  that  Colonel 
Hecker’s  brigade  had  arrived,  and  I understood,  either  from  General  Hooker  him- 
self, in  person,  or  some  one  of  his  staff,  that  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  was  author- 
ized by  him  to  halt  there.  At  this  moment  Colonel  Hecker  himself  came  up,  and  I 
remember  that  General  Hooker  recognized  him,  speaking  somewhat  familiarly,  as 
though  he  knew  him  well.  I remember  afterward  that  either  General  Hooker  or 
General  Butterfield  gave  the  order  directing  Colonel  Hecker  as  to  the  formation,  in 
order  to  face,  if  need  be,  either  to  the  Smith  Hill  or  to  the  front,  as  he  had  been 
marching.  I had  received  two  orders  from  General  Howard,  and  two  only,  and 
had  communicated  them,  one  to  General  Stein wehr,  to  which  I have  alluded,  and 
one  to  Colonel  Buschbeck. 

Question.  To  whom  had  you  pointed  out  the  place  where  General 
Howard  could  be  found  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  the  second  meeting  with  Colonel  Hecker  and  staff  that  I 
pointed  out  the  place  where  I had  just  left  General  Howard,  either  to  Colonel 
Hecker  in  person  or  to  some  one  of  his  staff,  I cannot  say  which. 

Question.  Did  you  inform  Colonel  Hecker  that  he  would  have  to 
stop  his  column  at  a certain  place  ? 

Answer.  I have  no  recollection  of  giving  him  any  such  information. 

Question.  Did  you  not  communicate  to  Colonel  Hecker  what  you 
had  heard  when  with  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  possibly,  and  eveii  probable,  that  I communicated  that  in- 
formation to  Colonel  Hecker  relative  to  General  Hooker’s  desiring  him  to  halt,  but 
I have  not  as  distinct  a recollection  about  that  as  I have  about  some  other  matters. 

Question.  Was  my  column  not  marching  during  the  whole  time 
and  as  often  as  you  met  me  ? 

Answer.  It  was  until  this  last  meeting,  which  was  almost  simultaneous  with  Col- 
onel Hecker’s  meeting  General  Hooker. 

Question.  Did  you  not,  some  distance  from  the  cross-roads,  give 
me  the  order  to  go  there  and  halt  ? 

Answer.  I remember  that  either  General  Hooker  or  General  Butterfield  gave  the 
order  regulating  Colonel  Hecker’s  formation,  so  that  he  might  face  either  to  the 
hill  or  to  the  front  as  it  might  become  necessary.  I do  not  remember  communicat- 
ing this  or  any  other  order  to  Colonel  Hecker  at  the  distance  he  mentioned  from 
the  cross-roads. 

Question.  Was  not  my  column  marching  when  you  brought  me 
the  order,  and  did  I not  stop  in  consequence  of  that  order  ? 

Answer.  I beliex’e  I have  stated  that  Colonel  Hecker’s  column  was  marching 
each  time  on  meeting  it,  and  I believe  that  I stated  further,  that  it  is  possible  and 
even  probable  that  I communicated  the  information  that  I received  either  from 
General  Hooker  in  person  or  from  some  member  of  his  staff,  that  Colonel  Hecker 
was  authorized  by  him  to  stop  there.  As  to  whether  Colonel  Hecker  halted,  in 
consequence  of  anything  that  I communicated  to  him,  I cannot  decide. 

Question.  Were  you  not  all  the  time  with  me  and  saw  me  when 
for  the  first  time  I met  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  It  was  after  my  return  from  Colonel  Buschbeck  that  Colonel  Hecker 
niet  General  Hooker  in  my  presence,  and  I believe  it  was  the  first  time  of  his  meet- 
ing him,  from  the  manner  of  General  Hooker  greeting  him.  I then  went  forward 
to  look  for  General  Howard. 

Question.  Did  you  not  finish  your  previous  conversation  with  me 
with  the  words,  ‘‘There  is  General  Hooker  himself  ?” 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  that  I did  say  those  words  to  Colonel  Hecker.  I 
will  add  as  to  the  matters  of  conversation,  I do  not  so  distinctly  remember  the  words 
as  in  the  matter  of  orders. 
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Question.  Was  I not  marcliing  in  the  direction  of  the  front  to 
Wauhatchie,  and  did  I not  stop  there  when  I had  received  your 
communication  made  to  me  ? 

Answer.  I think  I have  stated  and  I will  repeat  that  each  time  on  meetino-  Col- 
onel Keeker  I found  him  marching,  and  I will  add,  it  was  to  the  front  and  toward 
Wauhatchie. 

Question.  State  the  moment  Colonel  Hecker  halted  his  column. 

Answer.  I do  not  think  I can  give  the  exact  moment  of  Colonel  Keeker’s  halting 
his  column,  but  I think  it  was  just  before  his  meeting  General  Kooker. 

Question.  By  whom  did  you  report  that  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade 
was  stopped  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  state  positively  that  I reported  by  whom  Colonel  Keeker’s  bri- 
gade was  stopiDed. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  me  mention  at  any  time  that  I met  swampy 
roads,  or  complaining  about  the  roads  over  which  I had  passed? 

Answer.  I recollect  no  such  complaints. 

By  the  Kecorder: 

Question.  Was  there  anything  either  in  the  roads  or  in  the  ground 
adjoining  the  roads  which  would  impede  the  passage  of  troops  be- 
tween where  General  Hooker  and  Colonel  Hecker  were,  and  where 
you  met  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  The  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  in  several  places,  and  a thicket  in 
one  place.  I remember  it  was  such  in  one  place  that  it  would  impede  troops  in  the 
night-time  considerably. 

Question.  Where  were  these  places  which  would  have  impeded 
troops  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a portion  of  the  ground  which  was  boggy  and  had  a thicket 
upon  it  of  several  rods  in  width  which  was  near  to  the  Tyndale  Kill. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  is  the  distance  between  the  place 
where  you  left  General  Hooker  and  the  place  where  you  met  Gen- 
eral Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I should  tliink  it  somewhat  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  the  two  brigades  march  on  the  same  road,  namely, 
the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  and  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  ? 

Answer.  I think  they  marched  upon  the  same  road  until  within  a quarter  of  a 
mile  of  where  I met  General  Hooker,  at  which  point  the  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  turned  to  the  left. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Second  Brigade,  of  General 
Steinwehr’s  division,  preceded  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  ? 

Answer.  I am  quite  confident  that  it  did,  because  it  was  pointed  out  to  me  at  the 
time,  somewhat  in  advance  and  considerably  to  the  left  flank  of  Colonel  Hecker. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  met  General  Hooker  with  Colonel 
Hecker  had  the  assault  been  made  upon  Smith’s  Hill  by  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division  ? 

Answer.  It  had  certainly  been  commenced. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  General  Stein wehr  formed  line  of 
battle  fronting  Wauhatchie  ? 
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Answer.  I remember  that  a portion  of  his  troops  held  in  reserve  were  fronting 
toward  Wauhatchie. 

Question.  Was  that  before  Colonel  Hecker  came  up  with  his  col- 
umn ? 

Answer.  I cannot  say  as  to  the  exact  time  that  formation  was  made,  as  I carried 
no  orders  relative  to  it. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  movements  of  Tyndale’s 
brigade  at  that  time — the  time  of  the  meeting  of  Colonel  Hecker 
and  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  I understood  at  that  time,  I think  from  General  Howard,  that  Tyndale’s 
brigade  had  gone  forward  to  join  General  Geary.  General  Howard  stated  to  me 
that  the  order  which  I had  carried  to  General  Steinwehr  had  been  modified  by  Gen- 
eraffiooker  so  that  General  Schurz  was  to  go  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary  and 
not  General  Steinwehr. 

Question.  Where  was  the  Second  Brigade  (Krzyzanowski’s)  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  General  Hooker  and  Colonel  Hecker  ? 

Answer.  I am  not  certain  that  I know  where  that  brigade  was  at  that  time. 

First  Lieut.  Paul  A.  Oliver,  aide-de-camp,  Major-General  Hook- 
er’s staff,  a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Schurz  on  the  field  during  the  night 
engagement  of  Wauhatchie? 

Answer.  Yes ; I did. 

Question.  Did  you  communicate  any  orders  to  General  Schurz  on 
the  field  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  communicate  to  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I took  the  order  to  him  to  get  his  division  or  brigade — I am  not  certain 
which — under  arms,  and  occupy  the  hill  (Tyndale’s  Hfil)  where  we  had  the  skirmish 
with  one  brigade. 

Question.  Did  you  deliver  the  orders  to  get  his  division  or  brigade 
under  arms,  and  the  other  orders  to  occupy  the  hill,  afterward  called 
Tyndale’s  Hill,  at  the  same  time  or  separately  ? 

Answer.  At  the  same  time. 

Question.  From  whom  had  you  received  your  orders  for  General 
Schurz  ? 

Answer.  From  General  Hooker  in  person. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Schurz  on  the  Held  afterward  while 
on  his  march  toward  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  Where  did  you  see  General  Schurz  on  the  field  ? 

Answer.  I saw  General  Schurz  in  that  field  to  the  right  of  that  hill,  the  Tyndale 
Hill.  The  troops  had  got  off  the  road,  and  I had  gone  to  find  it.  It  was  there  I 
first  met  General  Schurz. 

Question.  Did  you  communicate  to  General  Schurz  any  orders  at 
that  time  ? 

Answer.  I did  not ; but  immediately  afterward  when  the  troops  had  got  on  the 
road  they  were  halted.  There  was  some  firing  from  the  hill.  I told  General  Schurz 
I thought  that  hill  should  be  occupied.  General  Schurz  said  he  had  orders  to  join 
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General  Geary,  and  I told  him  that  I thought  he  had  better  join  General  Geary. 
He  said  there  was  a line  of  battle  in  front  of  him.  The  firing  still  continued.  I 
told  him  to  take  the  hill. 

Question.  Did  you  know  wliat  troops  General  Scliurz  had  at  that 
time  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I presumed  he  had  another  brigade  immediately  behind  him,  but  Gen- 
eral Schurz  told  me  at  the  time  that  he  had  only  one  brigade  there.  I had  heard 
an  order  issued  previously — I think  it  was  to  General  Howard— to  move  two  bri- 
gades up  there.  I did  not  receive  the  order  myself. 

Question.  Did  you  not  ask  General  Schurz  if  he  had  no  troops  to 
push  through  to  Geary  ; whether  he  could  not  send  an  orderly  there  ? 

Answer.  Y'es ; I asked  him  if  he  could  not  communicate  with  Geary.  I think 
he  asked  how.  I said  by  an  orderly.  He  replied  that  he  had  no  orderly  thaf  he 
could  trust. 

Question.  Was  there  firing  in  front  at  the  time  that  conversation 
occurred  ? 

Answer.  There  was  firing  from  the  hill ; there  was  no  firing  in  front ; the  firing 
was  from  the  Wauhatchie  side  of  the  liill ; it  was  in  an  oblique  direction  toward 
the  railroad,  as  far  as  I could  judge. 

Question.  Was  there  any  firing  at  Geary’s  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  The  firing  at  Geary’s  at  that  time  had  almost  ceased.  So  far  as  I can 
remember,  there  was  not  much  firing  at  Geary’s  at  that  time. 

Question.  When  did  you  inform  General  Hooker  of  General 
Schurz  taking  possession  of  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  It  was  very  shortly  after  my  conversation  with  General  Schurz.  It 
was  about  the  time  Smith’s  Hill  was  taken  ; I do  not  know  the  exact  hour. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  General  Hooker  concerning  the  move- 
ments of  the  troops  which  were  with  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I told  General  Hooker  that  General  Schurz  occupied  that  hill,  and  that 
skirmishers  had  been  thrown  forward. 

Question.  Did  you  inform  General  Hooker  that  General  Schurz 
’ had  only  one  brigade  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No  ; I did  not. 

Question.  Where  was  General  Hooker  when  you  rejoined  him  ? 

Answer.  He  was  at  the  foot  of  Smith’s  Hill,  near  the  house  where  his  head- 
quarters were  afterward  during  the  day. 

Question.  What  did  General  Hooker  say  upon  receiving  that  in- 
formation ? 

Answer.  I do  not  remember  that  he  said  anything. 

Question.  Did  you  carry  any  orders  to  brigade  commanders  that 
night  ? 

Answer.  I did  not. 

By  .the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Where  was  it  that  the  troops  ot  General  Schurz  lost 
the  road  ? 

Answer.  The  troops  were  fired  upon  from  Smith’s  Hill.  They  fronted,  and  re- 
turned the  fire.  I gave  the  order  to  cease  firing,  that  we  were  firing  upon  our  own 
men.  Edging  toward  the  right,  the  troops  got  off  the  road  ; they  halted  ; the 
skirmishers  found  difficulty  in  going  through  the  woods  and  tliick  underbrush. 
When  the  column  halted  I went  to  look  for  the  road ; found  it,  and  reported  to 
General  Schurz  and  directed  him  to  the  road. 
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Question.  How  long  did  these  troops  halt  there  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  think  over  five  or  six  minutes  ; perhaps  not  so  long. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  particular  troops  of  Schurz’s  divis- 
ion were  with  him  then  ? 

Answer.  I have  heard  the  Forty-fifth  Regiment  mentioned.  I think  it  was 
Tyndale’s  brigade. 

Question.  When  you  left  General  Schurz  on  the  hill,  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  line  of  battle  in  his  front  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  know.  I only  heard  General  Schurz  say  there  was  a line  of 
battle.  I think  it  was  at  riglit  angles  to  the  road. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  I say  there  was  a line  of  battle  or  that  it  was  re- 
ported there  was  a line  of  battle  ? 

Answer.  I am  not  certain  whether  General  Schurz  said  there  was  a line  of  battle 
or  that  it  was  reported  that  there  was  a line  of  battle. 

Question.  To  whom  did  you  give  that  order  to  cease  firing  ? 

Answer.  I gave  it  generally  in  as  loud  a voice  as  I could  command. 

Question.  Were  many  shots  fired  from  the  column  in  reply  to  shots 
from  the  hill  ? 

Answer.  I think  there  were  ; the  whole  line  fronted. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Howard  with  General  Schurz  at 
the  time  ? 

Answer.  No ; I did  not.  He  had  gone  forward.  I had  seen  General  Howard 
previously. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  At  the  time  you  carried  General  Hooker’s  order  to  Gen- 
eral Schurz,  what  was  the  order  ? 

Answer.  It  was  to  get  his  division  or  brigade  under  arms  and  occupy  the  hill, 
and  put  one  brigade  on  the  hill. 

Question.  Where  was  General  Schurz  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  He  was  close  to  General  Howard’s  headquarters  in  an  ambulance. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  General  Hooker  at  any  time  had  an 
interview  with  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I am  not  certain  that  he  had. 

Question.  After  you  led  the  troops  on  to  the  road,  did  you  meet 
with  any  impediment  which  hindered  them  from  going  to  Tyndale’s  ? 

Answer.  There  was  only  that  firing  which  I have  mentioned  before,  which  was 
very  slight. 

After  the  examination  of  Lieutenant  Oliver,  the  Court  took  a recess 
for  an  hour  and  a half. 


3.30  p.  m. 

Court  reassembled. 

Report  of  testimony  of  Major  Howard  was  read  in  his  hearing. 
Court  adjourned  to  meet  at  same  place  at  9 a.  m.  Wednesday,  3d 
instant. 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  3,  18G4 — 9 a.  m. 

COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

• 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Col.  James 
Wood,  jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Col.  P.  H. 
Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Capt.  W.  H.  Lam- 
bert, Thirty- third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  recorder. 

At  the  request  of  the  recorder  the  court  was  cleared,  those  present 
retiring. 

The  doors  being  opened,  the  Court  announced  that  it  had  decided, 
at  the  request  of  the  recorder,  to  allow  him  counsel,  whom  he  might 
introduce  into  court ; that  the  questions  to  witnesses  be  all  put  into 
writing,  and  that  one  of  the  accused  should  finish  his  questions  be- 
fore the  other  commenced. 

Proceedings  of  previous  sessions  read. 

First  Lieut.  Rudolph  Mueller,  acting  aide-de-camp  on  Colonel 
Hecker’s  staff,  a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  ScHURZ : 

Question.  Did  you  accompany  Colonel  Hecker  during  the  night  cf 
the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  way  Colonel  Hecker  marched 
after  moving  camp,  and  what  happened  on  his  march  ? 

Answer.  When  we  heard  the  first  shots  fired  we  were  aroused  and  had  the  men 
fall  in  ; then  Colonel  Hecker  sent  me  down  to  the  road  to  headquarters  for  orders. 
I could  not  find  it,  where  it  was,  and  I rode  back  to  the  camping  j)lace  and  found 
the  brigade  gone,  and  went  ahead  after  it  and  found  it  on  the  road.  After  march- 
ing on  the  road  the  column  in  front  of  us,  the  Second  Brigade,  halted.  Colonel 
Hecker  sent  Captain  Greenhut  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  halt.  Captain  Greenhut 
returned  and  said  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  halt  there.  Colonel  Hecker 
said,  “We  have  no  orders  to  halt,  and  we  will  push  ahead.”  We  did  so,  leaving 
the  Second  Brigade  on  our  left.  We  progressed  farther,  when  Major  Howard  met 
Ottr  column  and  ordered  us  to  march  down  to  the  cross-road  and  halt  there.  We 
did  so,  and  having  lost  sight  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Hecker  sent  me  to  find 
it.  I found  it  on  the  road  that  forks  off  toward  the  hill.  ^Going  down  I found  the 
brigade  in  line  of  battle  behind  a fence  in  a corn-field,  and  fronted  toward  the  hill 
taken  by  the  Second  Division  (Smith’s  Hill).  There  we  remained,  and  had  a fence 
torn  down  by  order  of  Colonel  Hecker.  We  remained  there  until  General  Schurz 
came  and  ordered  us  to  proceed  on  the  road  toward  Wauhatchie.  Then  we  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  hill  known  as  the  Tyndale  Hill,  where  we  were  ordered  to  halt 
again  and  form  line.  Then  the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  were  sent 
toward  the  railroad  and  toward  the  gap  as  skirmishers.  Then  we  received  orders 
to  march  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary,  which  we  did,  after  we  were  first  re-en- 
forced by  a regiment  from  one  of  the  other  brigades.  I think  it  was  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-first  New  York.  Colonel  Hecker  pressed  forward.  We  were  detained 
there  because  a patrol  had  been  sent  out  to  see  whether  the  enemy  was  ahead.  The 
patrol  was  sent  out  toward  Geary’s  position.  We  waited  for  the  patrol  to  come 
back.  Shortly  after  we  marched  on.  I do  not  know  whether  the  patrol  had  come 
back  or  not.  The  Sixty-eighth  New  York  advanced  as  skirmishers  and  flankers. 
We  then  marched  on  until  we  came  to  Geary’s  position.  We  reached  Geary’s  posi- 
tion in  about  twenty  minutes,  it  may  be  twenty-five.  We  arrived  at  the  opening  of 
Geary’s  position  about  dawn.  We  did  not  know  whether  it  was  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion or  not  until  we  saw  a soldier  who  told  us  it  w*as  the  Twelfth  Corps.  We  re- 
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ported  to  General  Geary,  who  seemed  highly  gratified  at  om*  arrival.  We  took 
position  along  the  railroad  to  the  right  of  his  lines. 

Question.  How  was  the  Second  Brigade  formed  when  you  (after 
your  having  been  ordered  by  Colonel  Hecker  to  look  for  it)  found 
it  on  your  left  ? 

Answer.  I found  it  in  column,  halted  by  the  right  flank. 

By  Colonel  Hecker  : 

Question.  Bid  you  hear  much  firing  in  the  direction  of  Geary’s  at 
the  time  when  you  were  stopped  at  the  cross-roads  near  Smith’s  Hill? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  and  where  did  Colonel  Hecker  receive  for  the  first 
time  the  order  to  march  to  join  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  In  front  or  opposite  the  Tyndale  Hill  after  we  had  dispatched  the  Sev- 
enty-fifth Regiment  that  I heard  it. 

Question.  By  whom  was  Colonel  Hecker  detained  to  wait,  for  the 
coming  back  of  the  patrol  ? 

Answer.  By  Colonel  Otto  and  by  General  Schurz  himself. 

Question.  How  long  was  Colonel  Hecker  detained? 

Answer.  Not  very  long  ; I should  think  about  ten'minutes. 

Question.  Had  this  brigade  before  halted  by  Major  Howard  re- 
ceived any  orders  on  the  march? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  was  for  the  patrol  that  Colonel 
Hecker  was  kept  waiting  for  about  ten  minutes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Colonel  Hecker  wait  at  all  after  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-first  New  York  joined  you  ? 

Answer.  No;  I do  not  think  he  did. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  Major  Howard  give  the  order  to  Colonel 
Hecker  to  go  on  to  the  cross-roads  and  halt  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  in  what  words  these  orders  were 
given  ? 

Answer.  “ March  down  to  the  cross-roads  and  halt  there.”  These  words  I 
heard  distinctly. 

Question.  From  whom  did  your  brigade  receive  the  order  to  go  to 
the  relief  of  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  From  General  Schurz. 

Question.  Was  there  any  firing  going  on  when  you  were  halted 
waiting  for  the  patrol  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  firing. 

Question.  Was  there  any  firing  when  you  reported  to  General 
Geary  ? • 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  About  what  time  did  you  report  to  General  Geary  ? 
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Answer.  It  was  about  5 or  a little  after ; it  was  quite  dusk. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  after 
you  found  them  halted  ? 

Answer.  I saw  a line  of  battle  in  the  opening  in  front  of  us,  fronting  toward 
Geary’s  position,  forming  a right  angle  with  us  when  we  fronted  toward  the  hill. 

Question.  Was  your  brigade  the  only  one  that  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Geary  at  the  time  you  did  ? 

Answer.  Y"es,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  in  marching  over  the  road 
in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ; the  only  difficulty  was  when  we  started  from  the  cross-roads. 
We  marched  on  the  right  of  the  road.  We  found  a run  over  which  we  could  not 
pass  in  four  ranks,  so  we  passed  in  two. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Hooker  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No;  I did  not  recognize  him. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  When  did  you  leave  your  camp  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  was  about  midnight  or  after  ; immediately  after  the  first  fir- 
ing ; I could  not  say  whether  it  was  12  or  1 o’clock;  it  was  about  that  time. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stop  at  the  cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  About  tlrree-quarters  of  an  hour  or  an  hour. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  brigade  stop  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  About  half  an  hour. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  on  the  march  from  camp  to  the 
cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  About  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

Question.  How  did  you  march  ? 

Answer.  In  quick  time. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  marching  from  the  cross-roads 
to  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  About  half  an  hour. 

Question.  How  long  from  Tyndale’s  Hill  to  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty-five  minutes. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Major  Howard  more  than  once  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  From  what  direction  did  he  come  when  he  delivered 
that  order  ? 

Answer.  He  came  from  the  front  and  met  us  about  100  yards  above  the  cross- 
roads. 

Question.  Where  did  you  first  see  General  Schurz  when  the  bri- 
gade got  on  the  march  ? 

Answer.  The  brigade  was  standing  near  the  cross-roads  and  General  Schurz 
ordered  us  to  proceed. 

Testimony  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  witness. 

Court  took  a recess  of  one  and  a half  hours. 
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1.30  p.  m. 

First  Lieut.  Albert  Kramer,  acting  aide-de-camp  on  Colonel 
Hecker’s  staff,  a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  ScHURZ  : 

Question.  Did  you  accompany  Colonel  Hecker  during  the  night 
of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  how  Colonel  Hecker’s  column  was 
stopped  on  its  march  to  the  front  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  when  we  were  marching  in  the  direction  of  Wauhatchie, 
Major  Howard  came  and  gave  us  the  order  to  stop  at  the  cross-roads.  At  the 
same  time  General  Hooker  came  up  and  had  some  convers£ition  with  Colonel 
Hecker. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  conversation  between  General 
Hooker  and  Colonel  Hecker  ? 

W'- 

Answer.  He  asked,  “What  troops  are  these ? ” Colonel  Hecker  said  the  Third 
Brigade,  Third  Division.  He  then  asked  where  General  Schurz  was.  Colonel  Hecker 
said,  “ He  is  in  the  front,  one  of  his  aides  is  wounded.”  He  then  asked,  “ Where  is 
the  Second  Brigade?”  Colonel  Hecker  showed  him  the  place  in  the  field,  and  then, 
before  he  went  away,  he  said,  “ You  stay  here.”  Colonel  Hecker  said,  “Certainly.” 
General  Hooker  rode  away  at  the  same  time  that  a volley  came  from  the  hill. 
General  Hooker  gave  us  instruction  so  that  we  might  change  our  front,  if  neces- 
sary, toward  Wauhatchie. 

Question.  Where  did  General  Hooker  ride  to  when  he  left  you  ? 

Answer.  He  rode  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

Question.  Did  you  see  where  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division 
was  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ; about  100  or  150  yards  from  us  on  the  left  in  front  of  the  bri- 
gade. 

. Question.  Did  you  see  General  Hooker  near  the  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  after  he  had  left  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes ; I saw  him  there.  I believe  he  was  dismounted  there  in  front  of 
the  Second  Brigade. 

Question.  How  long  did  your  brigade  stop  at  the  cross-roads  ? 

Answ’er.  About  twenty-five  minutes  or  half  an  hour. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  take  to  throw  down  the  fences  and  form 
the  troops  in  line  of  battle  ? 

Answer.  It  was  very  quick  ; about  five  minutes. 

Question.  By  whom  was  the  brigade  ordered  forward  from  the 
cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  When  I came  back  General  Schurz  was  there,  and  he  took  our  brigade 
forward  to  Tyndale’s  brigade. 

Question.  Did  you  find  General  Schurz  with  Colonel  Hecker,  or 
with  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  I found  General  Schurz  with  Colonel  Hecker. 

Question.  State  what  happened  after  General  Schurz  had  ordered 
the  brigade  forward. 

Answer.  When  we  arrived  at  General  Tyndale’s  brigade.  General  Schurz  gave  an 
order  to  send  a regiment  on  that  hill,  and  Colonel  Hecker  sent  the  Seventy-fifth 
Pennsylvania,  and  after  awhile  we  received  orders  to  march  and  connect  with  Gen- 
eral Geary. 
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Question.  How  long  did  you  stop  near  the  hill  where  General 
Tyndale  was  ? 

Answer.  About  fifteen  minutes. 

Question.  Was  the  brigade  interrupted  in  its  march  from  there  to 
General  Geary,  and  when  did  it  arrive  at  Wauhatchie? 

Answer.  It  was  not  interrupted,  and  it  arrived  between  5 and  5.30  o’clock. 

By  the  Eecoeder  : 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  marching  from  the  camp  to  the 
cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  About  fifteen  minutes. 

Question.  About  what  time  did  you  leave  camp  ? 

Answer.  Between  12  and  1 o’clock. 

Question.  How  often  did  your  brigade  halt  after  it  left  the  cross- 
roads ? 

Answer.  By  General  Tyndale’s ; that  was  the  only  time  we  halted. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  march  from  where  General 
Tyndale  was  to  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  Fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  go  from  the  cross-roads  to 
where  General  Tyndale  was  ? 

Answer.  Ten  minutes. 

Question.  Hid  you  hear  what  orders  Major  Howard  gave  to  Colo- 
nel Hecker  ? 

Answer.  Major  Howard  gave  him  the  order  to  go  to  the  cross-road  and  stop 
there. 

,By  the  Court: 

Question.  Who  brought  the  first  order  to  the  brigade  to  march  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Spraul. 

Question.  Hid  you  hear  what  he  said  ? 

Answer.  I saw  him  speaking  to  him  (Colonel  Hecker)  but  I did  not  hear  what 
he  said. 

Question.  Hid  the  brigade  halt  on  the  road  and  form  there . 

Answer.  No ; we  marched  together ; the  Second  Brigade  marched  in  the  road, 
and  we  marched  to  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

Question.  Hid  Colonel  Hecker  receive  any  other  orders  until  he 
received  the  order  of  Major  Howard  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ; that  was  all. 

Question.  Hid  Major  Howard  say  from  whom  the  order  came  to 
stop  at  the  cross-road  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  know. 

Question.  Hid  the  brigade  take  the  double-quick  any  part  of  the 
way  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Hid  you  hear  Major  Howard  give  the  order  to  Colonel 
Hecker  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Wliat  words  did  he  use  ? 

Answer.  He  said  “ Go  on  to  the  cross-road  and  stop  there  and  form  line  of  bat- 
tle.” 

Testimony  read  in  his  hearing. 

Captain  H.  M.  Stinson,  aide-de-camp  on  General  Howard’s  staff, 
a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schuez  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Schurz  on  the  field  during  the 
night  of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  you  meet  General  Schurz  first,  and  under 
what  circumstances  ? 

Answer.  I met  him  first  as  the  troops  were  marching  to  the  relief  of  General 
Geary,  perhaps  half  a mile  from  where  our  headquarters  were  that  night. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  where  the  column  received  a volley 
from  the  hill  on  the  left  ? 

Answer.  It  was  from  the  hill  which  was  afterward  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division.  We  were  in  the  field  below  on  the  right  of  the  hill  going  down 
toward  General  Geary. 

Question.  Was  the  fire  returned  by  the  column  of  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  Not  many  shots ; mostly  from  the  skirmish  fine. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Howard  and  General  Schurz  at 
the  time  ? 

Answer.  I did  ; near  the  head  of  the  column. 

Question.  State  how  the  column  moved,  whether  quickly  or 
slowly. 

Answer.  It  moved  at  the  same  rate  that  troops  generally  do;  rather  faster  I think, 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
troops  passed  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a level  field  the  greater  part  of  the  way ; there  were  some  brooks 
running  through  it.  It  was  not  particularly  swampy  until  the  advanced  brigade 
halted.  There  it  was  swampy  with  thick  woods  which  made  it  almost  impassable 
for  troops. 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  ordered  to  accompany  General 
Schurz  ? 

Answer.  By  General  Howard.  I was  not  ordered  to  accompany  General  Schurz 
particularly.  I w^as  ordered  to  keep  with  the  advance. 

Question.  State  what  happened  when  the  advance  reached  the 
boggy  place  near  Tynd ale’s  Hill. 

Answer.  There  they  halted  for  a few  minutes  ; then  they  were  ordered  to  march 
to  the  left  to  the  road,  which  was  done.  They  then  marched  forward  on  the  road, 
and  after  advancing  a few  rods  they  encountered  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  the  brigade 
was  halted  on  the  road. 

Question.  Did  some  regiments  of  the  advance  brigade  march  up 
the  hill  ? # 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  not  firing  from  the  enemy  while  the  regi- 
ments took  possession  of  the  hill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Was  there  any  firing  ,at  Geary’s  at  the  time  when  the 
advance  brigade  arrived  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  I think  the  firing  ended  just  about  the  time  the  brigade  reached  there. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  troops  could  have,  marched  much 
quicker  over  the  ground  from  where  you  met  them  going  to  Tyn- 
(lale’s  Hill,  as  it  then  was  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  when  General  Schurz  rode  back  from 
Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  I knew  that  he  went  back,  but  I do  not  particularly  know  when  he  left. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  when  General  Schurz  returned  to 
Tyndale’s  Hill  with  Colonel  Hecker,  and  what  then  happened  ? 

Answer.  I remember  that  Colonel  Hecker  and  his  brigade  arrived  there,  but  I do 
not  remember  about  General  Schurz. 

Question.  Did  you  accompany  Colonel  Hecker  to  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  How  long  a time  elapsed  from  the  moment  when  the 
advance  brigade  took  Tyndale’s  Hill  to  the  moment  when  Colonel 
Hecker  arrived  ? 

Answer.  I could  not  say,  sir ; it  was  pretty  long. 

Question.  State  under  what  circumstances  Colonel  Hecker’s  bri- 
gade started  from  Tyndale’s  Hill,  and  whether  it  was  detained  on 
the  march. 

Answer.  As  near  as  I can  remember,  after  the  brigade  arrived  there  some  patrols 
were  sent  out  in  front,  and  after  they  returned,  finding  nothing  in  front  of  them, 
the  brigade  moved  forward  to  General  Geary.  There  was  no  halt  on  the  route 
there. 

Question.  Can  you  state  with  certainty  whether  the  patrols  were 
sent  before  or  after  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  arrived,  and  where  the 
patrols  went  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  state  where  the  patrols  went ; I think  to  the  front.  I think 
patrols  were  sent  before  Colonel  Hecker  arrived,  and  one  or  two  afterward. 

By  Colonel  Hecker  : 

Question.  Who  had  sent  out  the  patrol  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  know,  sir. 

Cross-examination  of  Captain  Stinson  postponed  until  next  session. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  4,  1864 — 10  a.  m,. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Col.  J.  Wood, 
jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps  ; Col.  P^H.  Jones, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps  ; Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert, 
Thirty -third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  recorder. 

Proceedings  of  previous  session  read. 

Testimony  of  Captain  Stinson  read  in  his  hearing. 
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Cross-examination  of  Captain  Stinson  : 

By  tlie  Kecorder  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  wliat  time  Colonel  Decker’s  column 
reached  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  Just  about  dawn.  I think  it  was  about  5 o'clock. 

Question.  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  that  night  ? 

Answer.  I don’t  remember  having  noticed  it. 

Question.  Was  Colonel  Deckers  column  detained  by  any  swampy 
place  in  the  grounds  over  which  it  marched  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  detained  by  any  swampy  place  while  I was  with  it. 

Question.  About  how  long  was  Colonel  Decker’s  column  in  march- 
ing from  near  Tyndale’s  to  where  it  joined  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  tell  exactly ; I think  about  twenty  minutes. 

Question.  Was  there  any  firing  going  on  in  the  direction  of  Geary’s 
position  whilst  you  were  marching  toward  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  how  long  it  was  since  the  firing  in  the  front 
had  ceased  ? 

Answer.  I cannot. 


By  the  Court  : 

Question.^  Were  you  charg 
of  any  orders  to  General  Scb 

Answer.  When  I left  General  Howard  for  the  last  time  he  told  me  to  go  and  see 
that  they  moved  forward  rapidly  toward  General  Geary.  I gave  the  order  to  Gen- 
eral Schurz  in  General  Howard’s  name,  that  he  should  push  forward  as  rapidly  as 
possible  toward  General  Geary,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  that  order  was  countermanded  or 
modified  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  Only  by  ’what  General  Schurz  told  me  that  he  had  been  ordered  by 
General  Hooker  to  take  the  hill  on  the  left. 


ed  by  General  Doward  with  the  delivery 
urz  ? 


Question.  Did  you  see  Lieutenant  Oliver,  of  General  Dooker’s 
staff,  while  on  the  march  ? 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  Did  he,  to  your  knowledge,  deliver  any  order  from 
General  Dooker  to  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I did  not  hear  Lieutenant  Oliver  deliver  any  order  from  General  Hooker 
to  General  Schurz. 

Question.  Where  were  you  during  the  time  that  elapsed  after 
General  Schurz  went  back,  until  Colonel  Decker  arrived  with  his 
brigade  ? 

Answer.  I was  at  the  foot  of  Tyndale’s  Hill,  with  the  exception  of  about  fifteen 
minutes  that  I rode  to  the  rear  and  back. 


^ Question.  Did  you  notice  any  movement  of  the  ene^ny  during  that 
time  ? 


Answer.  There  were  a few  shots  from  the  front.  I do  not  remember  whether 
the  hill  was  taken  by  Colonel  Smith  during  that  time  or  not. 
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Question.  Did  any  body  of  troops  pass  that  bill  (Tyndale’s  Hill) 
during  the  absence  of  General  Scliurz  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Howard  after  you  left  with  the 
orders  that  he  gave  you  in  charge  ? 

Answer.  Not  until  about  daylight  the  next  morning  after  returning  from  General 
Geary’s. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Hooker  at  or  near  the  Tyndale 
Hill? 

Answer,  I did  not. 

Question.  Where  did  you  join  General  Schurz  when  you  delivered 
the  order  ? 

Answer.  Near  the  swampy  ground  refen-ed  to  before. 

Capt.  Robert  H.  Hall,  acting  aide-de-camp  on  General  Hooker^s 
sta:®,  a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  you  carry  any  orders  during  the  night  of  the  en- 
gagement of  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  carry  and  to  whom  ? 

Answer.  First,  the  order  to  General  Schurz  to  move  his  nearest  brigade,  the  bri- 
gade nearest  to  General  Geary,  to  his  assistance  ; a similar  order  to  General  How- 
ard, and  an  order  to  tw'o  different  commanders  on  Moccasin  Point ; an  order  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  a brigade  immediately  in  the  rear  of  General  Hooker’s  posi- 
tion to  send  some  prisoners  to  Chattanooga.  In  reference  to  this  order,  I wish  to 
explain  that  a number  of  prisoners  came  in  and  were  questioned  by  General  Butter- 
field. I was  at  some  distance  from  the  general.  He  turned  to  me  and  said  : “ Tell 
the  commanding  officer  of  that  brigade  to  send  them  to  Chattanooga.”  Believing 
he  referred  to  the  brigade  itself,  I gave  the  order  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  brigade  to  march  to  Chattanooga.  Believing  this  to  be  an  error,  I reported 
what  I had  done  to  General  Butterfield,  and  the  mistake  was  corrected  before  the 
brigade  had  marched  perhaps  50  yards.  I gave  another  order  on  the  field  that 
night  to  the  commanding  officer  of  a regiment  which  had  broken ; and  these  are  all 
that  I remember  now. 

Question.  What  brigade  was  it  to  the  commander  of  which  you 
gave  the  order  to  march  to  Chattanooga  ? 

Answer.  I did  not  know  who  was  the  commanding  officer  at  that  time.  I did 
not  know  whose  brigade  it  was.  I have  since  heard  it  was  Colonel  Ki’zyzanowski’s  ; 
indeed,  I learned  that  fact  the  next  day. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  learn  the  next  day  that  the  brigade 
commander  referred  to  was  Colonel  Krzyzanowski? 

Answer.  From  some  officer  on  General  Hooker’s  staff,  I have  forgotten  whom. 
It  may  have  been  General  Butterfield  ; I am  not  certain. 

Question.  What  order  did  you  carry  to  the  commander  of  the  bri- 
gade after  the  mistake  was  corrected  ? 

Answer.  To  bring  his  brigade  back  to  its  original  j'osition,  and  to  send  the  pris- 
oners to  Chattanooga. 

Question.  Did  not  the  commander  of  the  brigade  go  in  person  to 
General  Hooker  or  General  Butterfield  in  order  to  inquire  about  the 
correctness  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I am  aware  of. 


Chap.  XUIL]  KEOPENING  OF  THE  TENNESSEE  EIVEK.  161 

Question.  How  long  were  General  Hooker  and  staff  near  that  bri- 
gade before  the  order  was  given  ? 

Answer.  I can  form  no  accurate  idea  of  the  time ; certainly  fifteen  minutes. 

Question.  In  what  position  was  the  brigade  when  you  delivered 
the  order  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  line  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  hills  facing  up  the  valley. 

Question.  Did  General  Hooker  know  that  the  brigade  was  there  ? 

Answer.  I presume  he  did ; it  was  a very  short  distance  from  us,  in  General 
Hooker’s  rear. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  commander  of  the  brigade  at  any  time 
in  the  presence  of  General  Hooker  or  General  Butterfield  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  remember  that  I did,  and  I should  have  remembered  it  if  I had 
seen  liim. 

■ Question.  Did  you  see  General  Hooker  ride  or  walk  about  [with] 
the  commanding  officers  of  the  troops  in  position  there  ? 

Answer.  Indeed,  I do  not  remember. 

Question.  Were  you  with  General  Hooker  when  he  came  to  that 
place ; and  did  he  then  make  any  inquiry  as  to  what  troops  those  in 
position  there  were  ? 

Answer.  I was  with  him,  and  I heard  no  inquiry  from  him  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Where  did  you  find  the  commander  of  the  brigade  when 
you  delivered  the  order  ? 

Answer.  He  was  with  his  brigade,  I think,  and  was  in  front,  close  by  his  men. 

Question.  Were  those  troops  the  nearest  to  the  place  where  Gen- 
eral Hooker  stood  ? . 

Answer.  They  were. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  About  what  time  of  the  night  was  that  that  General 
Hooker  and  his  staff  were  in  position  in  front  of  that  brigade  ? 

Answer.  Soon  after  1 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th. 

Question.  Did  that  brigade  remain  there  during  the  whole  time 
that  General  Hooker  was  in  front  of  it  ? 

Answer.  General  Hooker  left  his  position,  I know,  before  the  brigade  left  its. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  at  any 
other  period  subsequently  that  morning  ? 

Answer.  I may  have  seen  it ; I do  not  remember ; my  attention  was  not  called 
particularly  to  it. 

^ Question.  Was  there  any  firing  going  on  in  the  front  during  the 
time  that  General  Hooker  remained  there — in  the  front  toward 
Wauhatchie? 

Answer.  There  was  firing  all  along  the  lines,  and  toward  Wauhatchie. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  by  whose  orders  that  brigade  was  brought 
into  position? 

Answer.  I cannot. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Schurz  at  any  time  after  that  dur- 
ing that  morning  ? 

Answer.  No ; not  while  the  engagement  was  going  or. 
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Question.  Did  you  know  wliat  brigade  tbe  regiment  belonged  to 
tbat  broke  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  know ; it'was  detached,  marching  singly. 

By  tbe  Court; 

Question.  Where  was  General  Scburz  when  you  delivered  tbe 
order  to  bim  ? 

Answer.  He  was  at  his  headquarters,  near  General  Hooker’s ; it  was  immediately 
after  the  firing  commenced. 

Question.  Did  you  accompany  General  Hooker  all  tbe  time  during 
tbe  nigbt  of  tbe  engagement  ? 

Answer.  I did  not. 

Question.  State  where  you  left  bim,  and  where  you  found  bim  on 
your  return. 

Answer.  I left  him  first  in  camp,  and  found  him  about  half  way  from  his  camp 
to  the  position  I have  mentioned ; I left  him  again  in  that  position,  and  found  him 
again  after  the  engagement  had  ceased  at  the  house  near  that  point. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go  when  you  left  bim  the  first  time  and 
when  you  left  bim  tbe  second  time  ? 

Answer.  The  first  time,  to  General  Howard’s  headquarters ; second  time,  to  Moc- 
casin Point. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  with  General  Hooker  after  deliver- 
ing tbe  order  to  General  Howard  ? 

Answer.  Until  some  time  after  the  hill  (Smith’s  Hill)  had  been  charged.  The 
firing  had  nearly  ceased  when  I left  him. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Major  Howard,  of  General  Howard’s  staff, 
when  you  were  with  General  Hooker  ? * 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  Did  you  know  tbat  tbe  troops  in  tbe  vicinity  of  General 
Hooker  tbat  you  have  referred  to,  were  a part  of  General  Scburz’s 
command  ? 

Answer.  I did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Colonel  Hecker  while  with  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  Can  you  state  what  passed  between  bim  and  General 
Hooker,  or  between  bim  and  General  Hooker’s  staff  officers  ? 

Answer.  I cannot. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  orders  being  given  by  General 
Hooker  to  tbe  troops  then  in  bis  vicinity  ? 

Answer.  I do  not. 

Question.  Or  by  any  member  of  bis  staff  other  than  you  have 
stated  ? 

Answer.  Orders  were  carried  by  staff  officers  to  troops  in  the  vicinity ; one  to 
General  Steinwehr  and  another  to  Smith’s  brigade. 

Question.  Any  others  ? 

Answer.  No  others  the  substance  of  which  I remember. 

Question.  Did  Major  Howard  carry  any  order  from  General 
Hooker,  to  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  ,, 
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Question.  The  brigade  to  which  you  gave  the  order  about  the 
prisoners  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  perpendicular  to  the  line  of 
bills.  Do  you  know  that  a part  of  General  Steinwehr’s  command 
was  in  that  position  also  ? 

Answer.  I knew  that  a portion  of  General  Steinwehr’s  was  in  the  field  at  some 
distance  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  referred  to,  but  of  its  formation  I knew  nothing. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  very  clear  ; a bright  moonlight  night. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  continue  moonlight  ? 

Answer.  It  continued  until  morning. 

First  Lieut.  Dominicus  Klutsch,  Eighty-second  Illinois,  a wit- 
ness for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Were  you  at  General  Schurz’s  headquarters  when  the 
alarm  took  place  in  the  night  of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  you  observed,  about  the  orders  that  were 
given,  and  the  marching  of  the  troops. 

Answer.  General  Schurz  ordered  me  at  night  when  he  retired  to  call  him  when- 
ever any  alarm  might  be  heard  around  the  camp.  It  was  about  quarter  to  1 o’clock 
when  I heard  the  heavy  firing  and  went  down  to  the  ambulance,  after  having  called 
the  other  officers,  to  awaken  General  Schurz.  When  I was  down  at  the  ambulance. 
Lieutenant  Oliver,  of  General  Hooker’s  staff,  in  company  with  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Otto,  came  down  to  the  ambulance  and  reported  to  General  Schurz  that  he  imme- 
diately ordered  his  troops  under  arms  and  marched  one  brigade  to  the  front  and 
have  the  others  follow  up  the  road.  Major-General  Schurz  gave  orders  to  Captain 
O’Dell  to  go  down  to  General  Tyndale  and  tell  him  to  have  his  brigade  faU  in  right 
away  and  march  toward  the  picket  line  toward  Wauhatchie.  It  'was  at  five  min- 
utes past  1 o’clock  when  General  Hooker  himself  passed  our  headquarters,  and 
asked  General  Schurz  if  one  brig  de  had  been  sent  forward  and  the  others  ordered 
to  follow  up  in  the  road?  General  Schurz  answered,  that  the  first  brigade  lying 
ri^ht  in  front  of  division  headquarters  was  marching  accordingly.  It  was  ten 
minutes  past  1 o’clock  (I  looked  at  my  watch  at  the  time)  when  the  general,  with  all 
the  troops,  was  marching  toward  Wauhatchie.  I was  to  stay  behind.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Otto  was  directed  to  communicate  the  orders  given  by  General  Schurz  to 
the  Second  and  Third  Brigades. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Lieutenant-Colonel  Otto;  where  was  be,  and 
with  whom  did  you  see  him? 

Answer.  I saw  him  at  the  division  headquarters  speaking  to  Colonel  EIrzyza- 
nowski,  who  was  asking  for  instructions.  Afterward  I saw  him  going  down  to  the 
road  toward  Colonel  Hecker’s  command. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division 
afterward  during  the  engagement  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I went  through  the  camps  of  the  First  Brigade  lying  in  front 
of  division  headquarters,  to  order  the  stragglers  ahead,  and  sarw  about  three-fourths 
of  a mile  from  division  headquarters  the  troops  halted.  I saw  nothing  further. 

By  Colonel  Hecker  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Third  Brigade  marching  to  the  front, 
and  that  it  was  halted  by  Major  Howard  ? 

Answer.  I heard  it  was  halted  by  Major  Howard,  but  did  not  see  myself  that 
the  major  stopped  it.  I 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  language  of  the  orders  given  by 
Lieutenant  Oliver  to  General  Schurz  ? 
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Answer.  You  will  have  your  men  under  arms,  and  the  brigade  which  is  first 
ready  marched  toward  the  firing. 

Question.  And  do  you  remember  wbat  orders  were  given  by  Gen- 
eral Hooker  to  General  Scburz  ? 

Answer.  I remember  that  General  Hooker  asked  General  Schurz  if  he  had  sent 
one  brigade  already,  and  General  Schurz  answered  that  the  First  Brigade  was 
marching. 

Question.  Do  you  know  wbat  orders  were  given  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Otto  to  tbe  Second  and  Third  Brigades  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  the  Third  Brigade,  but  to  the  Second  Brigade  it  was  said  to 
foUow  up  the  road  toward  the  firing. 

Question.  Did  not  General  Hooker  say,  Take  the  nearest  brigade 
you  have  and  throw  it  forward  as  fast  as  you  can,”  or  words  to  that 
effect  ? 

Answer.  General  Hooker  repeated  the  order  which  Lieutenant  Oliver  brought, 
and  said  that  the  nearest  brigade,  or  the  first  one  that  should  be  ready,  should  bo 
sent  forward  immediately. 

Question.  Did  General  Hooker  give  any  other  orders  relative  to  the 
other  brigades  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  General  Hooker  say  anything  to  General  Schurz 
about  taking  the  hill  on  which  the  skirmish  had  been  on  the  after- 
noon previous  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  remember. 

Question.  What  troops  of  the  Third  Division  were  those  that  you 
saw  halted  on  the  road  ? 

Answer.  They  were  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  when  I came  up  with 
stragglers. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  long  these  brigades  remained  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I returned  to  the  headquarters  of  the  division. 

The  Court  then  took  a recess  of  an  hour  and  a half 


1.30  p.  m. 

First  Lieut.  Eugene  Weigel,  acting  aide-de-camp.  Third  Divis- 
ion, Eleventh  Army  Corps,  a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly 
sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  you  accompany  General  Schurz  during  the  night 
of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  came  under  your  observation  while  you  were 
with  General  Schurz. 

Answer.  I joined  General  Schurz  while  he  was  coming  back  from  General 
Hooker’s  headquarters,  and  I heard  him  give  the  order  to  get  the  First  Brigade 
ready  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  General  Geary.  I then  accompanied  the 
eral  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  and  also  after  we  had 
taken  position  on  what  is  now  known  as  Tyndale’s  Hill.  I accompanied  the  gen- 
eral back  to  General  Hooker’s. 

Question.  Where  was  it  that  the  brigade  at  the  head  of  which 
General  Schurz  found  himself  was  first  fired  upon  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  first  filing  out  of  the  corn-field  opposite  what  is  known  as 
Smith’s  Hill. 
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Question.  Where  was  General  Sclmrz  at  the  time,  and  what  was 
he  doing  ? 

Answer.  At  that  time  he  had  just  moved  to  the  head  of  the  colmnn  and  was 
urging  the  men  forward.  • 

Question.  State  what  happened  afterward. 

Answer.  The  brigade  marched  on  to  what  is  known  as  Tyndale’s  Hill,  and  just 
before  arriving  there  an  aide  of  General  Hooker  came  up  and  brought  General 
Schurz  the  order  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  that  hill  by  all  means. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Captain  Orlemann  of  Colonel  Krzyza- 
nowski’s  staff,  on  that  field  ? 

Answer.  I saw  him  at  the  time  that  he  brought  the  report  to  General  Schurz 
that  the  Second  Brigade  had  been  stopped  by  orders  from  General  Hooker,  and  had 
been  ordered  to  Chattanooga. 

Question.  Did  you  accompany  General  Schurz  from  Tyndale’s 
Hill  hack,  and  where  did  you  go  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I did ; I accompanied  him  back  to  where  we  found  General  Hooker. 

Question.  Where  did  you  find  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  We  found  General  Hooker  near  the  farm-house  at  the  foot  of  Smith’s 
Hill. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  anything  of  the  conversation  that 
took  place  there  ? 

Answer.  I do.  General  Hooker  asked  General  Schurz  why  he  had  not  pushed 
through  with  that  brigade  to  General  Geary,  upon  which  General  Schurz  told  him 
that  one  of  General  Hooker’s  aides  had  given  him  the  order  to  take  the  Tyndale 
Hill,  and  that  he  had  no  other  troops  with  him.  General  Hooker  told  him  he  had 
given  him  the  order  in  person  to  march  through,  and  at  the  time  did  not  seem  to 
acknowledge  this  order  of  his  aide’s. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I did  ; Colonel  Krzyzanowski  was  about  10  paces  from  General  Hooiier. 

Question.  State  what  then  happened. 

Answer.  General  Schurz  then  asked  General  Hooker  if  he  could  now  have  his 
two  brigades  and  then  march  the  two  brigades  toward  Tyndale’s  Hill. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  dis]DOsition  was  made  of  Colo- 
nel Krzyzanowski’s  brigade  ? 

Answer.  It  was  halted  at  the  gap  between  Smithes  and  Tyndale’s  Hills,  the  whole 
of  it  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  regiments  which  accompanied  the  Third  Bri- 
gade. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  condition  the  brigade  was  in  as 
to  strength  ? 

Answer.  I am  not  positive,  but  I think  one-half  the  picket  details  had  been 
thrown  upon  it,  amounting  to  about  150  men. 

Question.  Can  you  state  about  when  and  where  Captain  Orlemann 
reported  to  General  Schurz  that  the  Second  Brigade  was  kept  back  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  was  a little  after  this  aide  of  General  Hooker  had  brought  the 
order  to  take  Tyndale’s  Hill. 

By  Colonel  Hecker  : 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Colonel  Hecker  was  ordered  to 
join  General  Geary,  and  when  was  this  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ; I think  it'Was  at  the  foot  of  the  Tyndale  Hill.  I cannot  state 
the  time  exactly,  but  it  was  some  time  after  the  hill  had  been  taken. 

Question.  Was  the  order  executed  immediately  ? 
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Answer.  I think  it  was  after  some  skirmishers  had  been  thrown  out  to  test  the 
strength  of  the  enemy. 

Question.  Were  patrols  sent  out;  by  whom;  of  what  regiment,  and 
where  ? 1 

Answer.  Patrols  had  previously  been  sent  out  from  the  First  Brigade,  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-third  New  York,  by  order  of  General  Schurz.  They  were  first  sent 
off  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and,  as  it  had  been  reported  there  was  a column  of  the 
enemy  to  the  right,  they  were  afterward  sent  in  that  direction. 

Question.  Was  there  any  firing  in  the  direction  of  Geary’s  when 
the  Third  Brigade  arrived  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  there  was  not. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Did  you  carry  any  orders  to  the  Second  Brigade  before 
the  First  Brigade  was  fired  upon  from  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  I did  not. 

Question.  After  General  Schurz  had  brought  up  the  Second  and 
Third  Brigades,  who  gave  an  order  for  the  Second  Brigade  to  halt  ? 

Answer.  It  was  an  order  from  General  Schurz. 

Question.  How  fast  did  the  First  Brigade  march  ? 

Answer.  They  marched  a great  part  of  the  way  at  the  double-quick  until  they 
became  entangled  in  a marsh. 

Question.  How  long  were  they  detained  by  the  marsh  ? 

Answer.  But  a few  minutes  ; they  immediately  filed  out  to  the  road. 

Question.  W as  there  any  firing  going  on  in  the  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Geary’s  at  the  time  that  the  First  Brigade  reached  Tyndale’s 
Hill  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  there  was. 

Question.  How  strong  was  the  Second  Brigade  before  the  detach- 
ments were  made  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  numbered  about  a thousand  men.  ' 

Question.  Which  regiment  was  the  largest  of  that  brigade  ? 

Answer.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-first. 

Question.  What  was  it^  strength  ? 

Answer.  Some  350  men. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  General  Hooker  give  General  Schurz  any 
orders  after  he  had  returned  from  the  head  of  his  brigade  ? 

Answer.  I heard  him  give  the  order  to  push  through  now  with  all  speed. 

Question.  After  General  Schurz  had  asked  him  if  he  could  now 
have  his  two  brigades,  do  you  remember  the  language  used  by  Gen- 
eral Hooker  in  giving  the  order  to  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ; I do  not  remember  the  words. 

Question.  How  near  each  other  were  the  Second  and  Third  Bri- 
gades when  you  came  up  with  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  They  were  within  50  yards  of  each  other,  and  drawn  up,  I think,  in 
line  of  battle,  and  the  Second  Brigade  was  facing  perpendicularly  to  the  Third. 

Question.  How  near  to  the  Second  Brigade  was  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  Some  30  or  40  yards. 
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By  tlie  Court  : 

Question.  What  member  of  General  Hooker’s  staff  was  it  that 
brought  the  order  to  General  Schurz  to  take  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  say.  I was  not  acquainted  with  the  members  of  General 
Hooker’s  staff,  and,  besides,  it  was  somewhat  dark,  and  I could  not  distinguish 
features. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Lieutenant  Oliver  ? 

Answer.  I know  him  now  ; I did  not  know  him  then. 

Question.  Do  you  now  know  that  he  was  the  staff  officer  that  came 
there  ? 

Answer.  I know  it  from  having  heard  that  it  was.  I cannot  identify  him. 

Question.  State  the  whole  conversation  that  occurred  between 
General  Hooker  and  General  Schurz  at  the  time  they  met  as  you 
have  stated,  in  the  order  in  which  it  occurred. 

Answer.  General  Hooker  asked  General  Schurz  why  he  had  not  pushed  through 
with  the  brigade  with  him  to  General  Geary.  General  Schurz  told  him  that  one  of 
General  Hooker’s  aides  had  halted  him  at  the  foot  of  Tyndale’s  Hill,  and  brought 
liim  the  order  to  take  that  hill.  General  Hooker  then  told  him  that  he  had  given 
him  the  order  in  person  to  push  through  to  General  Geary.  General  Schiu*z  then 
asked  him  whether  he  could  now  have  his  two  brigades.  General  Hooker  told  him 
to  take  them  and  push  through  with  all  speed.  That  is  all  that  I remember. 

Question.  Wliat  did  General  Hooker  say,  if  anything,  about  the 
order  carried  to  General  Schurz  by  the  staff  officer  to  attack  the 
Tyndale  Hill  ? 

Answer.  From  his  conversation  he  seemed  to  ignore  that  order  entirely. 

Question.  What  did  he  say,  if  anything,  about  the  two  brigades 
being  halted  where  they  were  ? 

Answer.  I did  not  hear  him  say  anytliing. 

Question.  At  the  time  the  First  Brigade  halted  at  the  foot  of  Tyn- 
dale’s Hill  did  you  hear  anything  about  a line  of  battle  being  in  front 
of  you? 

Answer.  I do  not  recollect. 

Question.  How  long  a space  of  time  did  it  occupy  in  taking  the 
Tyndale  Hill  by  the  First  Brigade  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  was  about  an  hour.  The  crest  of  the  hill  was  gained  in  about 
fifteen  minutes;  there  were  still  rebels  on  the  other  slope  of  the  hill. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  language  used  by  Lieutenant  Oli- 
ver when  he  ordered  him  to  take  the  hill  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  a direct  order  given  by  authority  of  General 
Hooker,  or  was  it  a suggestion  of  his  own  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  was  a direct  order. 

Question.  You  say  that  Lieutenant  Oliver  brought  the  order  to 
General  Schurz  to  take  the  Tyndale  Hill  with  that  brigade.  What 
was  the  language  used  by  Lieutenant  Oliver  in  conveying  that  or- 
der to  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  give  the  exact  words,  but  the  spirit  of  it  was  that  he  should 
take  the  hill  with  that  brigade. 

Question.  Was  the  order  communicated  by  Lieutenant  Oliver  a 
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direct  order  purporting  to  come  from  General  Hooker,  or  was  it  a 
suggestion  of  the  lieutenant’s  own  ? 

Answer.  It  was  delivered  as  a direct  order. 

Question.  ISTow,  what  were  the  words  used  by  Lieutenant  Oliver  in 
giving  that  order  ? 

Answer.  That  General  Schurz  should  take  the  hill  with  that  brigade. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  remarks  that  General  Schurz 
made  when  that  order  was  brought  to  him  ? 

Answer.  General  Schurz  expressed  surprise,  as  he  had  before  received  positive 
orders  to  march  to  General  Geary  with  his  brigade. 

Question.  Did  Lieutenant  Oliver  say  anything  in  return  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I recollect. 

Court  adjourned^to  meet  at  10  a.  m.,  February  5, 1864. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  5,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present  : Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Col.  James  Wood, 
jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Col.  P.  H.  Jones, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Capt.  William  H.  Lambert, 
Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  recorder  of  the  Court. 

Proceedings  of  previous  session  read. 

Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  A.  Meysenburg,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, Eleventh  Corps,  a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  you  carry  any  orders  to  General  Schurz  during  the 
night  of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ; I carried  one  order  directing  General  Schurz  to  re-enforce 
Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  with  a part  of  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigade,  at  least 
by  a regiment. 

Question.  Where  was  that ; where  was  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade, 
and  where  was  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigade  ? 

Answer.  As  near  as  I can  remember,  it  was  about  5 o’clock  in  the  morning.  Col- 
onel Hecker’s  brigade,  I believe,  had  passed  what  is  called  the  Tyndale  Hill,  and  as 
General  Schurz  told  me  at  the  time,  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigade  was  between 
the  Tyndale  and  the  Smith  Hills. 

Question.  Was  it  not  already  dajdight  when  you  brought  the  or- 
der ? , 

Answer.  The  day  was  just  breaking. 

Question.  Did  General  Schurz  ask  you  any  questions  as  to  whether 
the  gap  between  Smith’s  Hill  and  Tyndale’s  Hill  should  be  left  un- 
covered ? 

Answer.  I think  he  did.  I think  General  Schurz  said  if  Colonel  Hecker  were 
re-enforced  by  another  regiment  it  would  leave  very  little  in  the  gap.  My  answer, 
as  near  as  I can  remember,  was  that  the  gap  should  be  held,  even  if  it  were  only 
by  a small  force. 
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By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Had  General  Howard  previously,  to  your  knowledge, 
given  any  orders  to  General  Schurz  or  any  part  of  his  command  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  know  of  any  order  previous  to  that,  as  I was  not  with  General 
Howard  until  his  return  from  General  Geary. 

Question.  Was  Colonel  Hecker’s  column  or  brigade  in  motion  at 
the  time  you  carried  the  order  to  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  know. 

Question.  Where  was  General  Schurz  at  the  time  you  communi- 
cated the  order,  and  what  troops  were  with  him  ? 

Answer.  General  Schurz  was  at  the  foot  and  west  of  the  Tyndale  Hill,  on  the 
road  to  Wauliatchie.  I cannot  say  what  troops  were  with  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  far  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  had 
marched  toward  General  Geary  when  you  gave  the  order  to  General 
Schurz ; whether  it  had  reached  him  or  not  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  To  my  knowledge.  General  Schurz  had  received  no  report  from  Colonel 
Hecker  that  he  had  arrived  at  General  Geary’s ; but  a few  minutes  after  I returned 
to  General  Howard,  who  was  at  General  Hooker’s  headquarters,  an  aide-de-camp 
of  General  Schurz,  or  of  Colonel  Hecker,  reported  that  communication  had  been 
opened  with  General  Geary, 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Colonel  Hecker  had  been  already 
re-enforced  from  the  Second  Brigade  at  the  time  of  delivering  the 
order  from  General  Howard  to  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  General  Schurz  informed  me  that  Colonel  Hecker  had  been  re-enforced 
by  a part  of  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigade,  naming  the  troops,  which  I do  not 
remember. 

Question.  Was  there  any  firing  going  on  in  any  quarter  when  you 
gave  the  order  from  General  Howard  to  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  None  except  stray  shots- 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  After  the  firing  commenced,  and  until  you  joined  Gen- 
eral Howard,  after  his  return  from  General  Geary,  where  were  you  ? 

Answer.  I was  on  nearly  all  parts  of  the  field. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  General  Howard  leave  the  field  here 
to  go  to  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  He  left  Eleventh  Corps  headquarters  at  about  1 o’clock,  leaving  several 
staff  officers,  among  them  myself,  at  headquarters. 

Question.  Did  you  see  General  Hooker  during  the  engagement ; 
if  so,  where  ? 

Answer.  When  the  firing  commenced  near  our  troops,  as  I thought,  I left  head- 
quarters to  join  General  Howard.  I did  not  find  General  Howard,  but  found  Gen- 
eral Hooker. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  In  front  of  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigade. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  General  Schurz’s  command  was 
ordered  to  the  re-enforcement  of  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ; I did  not  know  that  any  such  order  had  been  given  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  order  directing  Colonel  Hecker  or 

directing  the  Second  or  Third  Brigade  to  take  position  where  you 
saw  them  ? 

Answer.  I do  not. 
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Question.  How  long  did  yon  stay  with  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  Only  a few  minutes. 

Question.  While  you  were  with  him,  do  you  know  of  any  orders 
being  given  by  him  ? 

Answer.  I did  not  hear  of  any. 

Col.  F.  Hecker,  being  summoned  as  a witness  by  Major-General 
Schurz,  objection  was  raised  by  him  to  receiving  his  testimony,  on 
the  ground  he  was  a party  concerned  in  the  subject  of  investigation 
before  the  Court. 

Court  was  cleared,  and  after  due  deliberation  the  doors  were  opened 
and  decision  of  Court  announced,  that  the  objection  was  overruled ; 
that  either  General  Schurz  or  Col.  F.  Hecker  might  be  called  as 
witness  in  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  other. 

Col.  F.  Hecker,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Eleventh  Corps,  a witness  for  the  accused,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did,  you  meet  General  Hooker  on  the  held  during  the 
night  of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie,  and  on  what  part  of  the 
held? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ; near  the  tree  which  has  now  dry  leaves  upon  it  at  the  point 
where  the  road  turns  to  the  hill. 

Question.  Did  any  conversation  occur  between  you  and  General 
Hooker  concerning  Colonel  Krzyzanowskfs  brigade;  and  if  so,  what 
was  it? 

Answer.  I can  state  as  follows : I am  not  positive  whether  he  asked  where  the 
Second  Brigade  was,  or  where  the  other  brigade  was,  or  where  the  other  troops  of  the 
division  were,  but  my  impression  is  that  he  asked  for  the  Second  Brigade,  because 
I was  leaning  forward  on  my  horse  and  pointing  with  my  finger  to  troops  on  my 
left  perpendicular  to  my  line  of  battle.  I told  him  that  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel 
Krzyzanowski’s,  was  halted  there.  After  some  further  conversation  with  me  he  rode 
over  in  the  direction  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  I did  not  pay  any  further  attention 
to  him,  for  I was  looking  toward  Wauhatchie,  and  toward  the  hills  from  which  there 
was  still  firing. 

Question.  Did  you  see  an  aide  of  General  Scliurz  brought  by  the 
cross-road  wounded,  and  about  that  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  Captain  Lender,  one  of  my  captains  in  the  Eighty-second. 
It  was  but  a few  moments  after  I had  arrived  at  the  cross-roads  and  before  I saw 
General  Hooker.  I remember  asking  him  where  he  was  shot,  and  he  said  in  the 

leg- 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  first  volley  coming  from  the  hills  on 
the  left,  and  where  were  you  when  you  heard  it  ? 

Answer.  My  attention  was  most  directed  to  the  firing  in  the  front  toward  Wau- 
hatchie. I heard  firing  on  the  left,  but  I can  only  state  about  one  volley  which  came 
from  the  hill  when  I halted  and  was  in  conversation  with  General  Hooker  ; there 
had  been  firing  previously  as  I was  on  the  march.  When  the  last  shots  were  fired 
from  the  hill  upon  my  troops,  this  was  the  moment  that  I was  in  conversation  with 
General  Hooker. 

« 

Question.  Did  you  report  to  General  Schurz  your  junction  with 
General  Geary  immediately  on  your  arrival  there? 

Answer.  I am  not  certain  when  I had  it  reported  to  General  Schurz.  When  I 
reached  General  Geaiy  he  ordered  me  to  relieve  some  of  his  men  and  bring  some  of 
my  regiments  in  their  position,  and  I do  not  exactly  remember  when  I reported  to 
General  Schurz.  Captain  Stinson,  of  General  Howard’s  staff,  had  left  me  and  re- 
turned when  the  junction  with  Geary  was  formed. 
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Question.  How  long  were  you  halted  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  on  your 
march  to  Geary,  waiting  for  re-enforcements  from  the  Second  Bri- 
gade? 

Answer.  Not  very  long,  but  a few  minutes,  I think ; not  over  eight  or  ten  minutes 
elapsed  from  my  arrival  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  to  my  departure  from  it.  When  we  arrived 
at  Tyndale’s  Hill  there  was  firing  from  it,  and  from  the  gap.  I gave  the  order  to 
halt  and  front,  being  directed  to  form  line  of  battle.  Then  General  Schurz  ordered 
me  to  throw  a regiment  forward  to  the  gap.  I ordered  the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania forward,  and  went  with  it  myself,  ancl  gave  instructions  to  Major  Lady  [Ledig]. 
General  Schm'z,  at  about  the  same  time,  gave  me  the  order,  after  posting  the  Seventy- 
fifth  Regiment,  to  push  forward  to  General  Geary.  When  putting  the  Seventy-fifth 
Regiment  in  the  gap,  I gave  my  adjutant-general  an  order  to  deploy  half  of  the 
Sixty-eighth  New  York  as  skirmishers  and  fiankers  on  the  railroad  and  flankers  on 
the  right  and  left  of  it  as  reserve.  As  I had  only  half  of  the  Eightieth  Illinois,  Gen- 
eral Schurz  ordered  first  the  One  hundred  and  nineteenth  New  York,  and  as  this 
regiment  was  small,  afterward  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first,  and  we  marched 
as  soon  as  I saw  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  in  motion.  I did  not  take  more 
than  ten  minutes. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stop  at  tlie  cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  It  is  difficult  to  state  the  length  of  time,  as  my  attention  was  directed 
to  an  attack  that  I expected  from  the  hill  and  from  the  front.  It  was  quite  a long 
tiine,  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  more  or  less.  I had  asked  some  men  in  the  mean- 
time, who  thought  it  was  longer. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Can  you  state  the  conversation  that  occurred  between 
General  Hooker  and  yourself  ? 

Answer.  While  marching  on  the  main  road  from  General  Howard’s  headquar- 
ters, in  the  direction  of  Wauhatchie,  Major  Howard  came  up  and  asked,  “ Where 
is  Colonel  Hecker  ? ” I answered  him,  and  he  gave  me  an  order  to  halt  at  the  cross- 
roads ahead  of  us,  and  bring  my  men  into  position,  as  there  was  firing  from  the 
liills  on  our  left.  I ordered  two  regiments,  the  Sixty-eighth  New  York  and  the 
Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania,  to  form  line  of  battle  toward  the  hill,  and  the  Eightieth 
Illinois,  in  rear  of  the  first  line  in  column,  doubled  on  the  center.  During  the  exe- 
cution of  this  order  Major-General  Hooker  arrived,  as  I was  halting  near  the  tree 
mentioned  before.  He  asked  me,  “ What  troops  are  these?”  I answered,  “ Third 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps,  sir.”  He  asked  me  why  I was  halting 
there,  or  some  words  to  that  effect.  I told  him  I had  just  received  an  order  of  that 
purport  from  Major  Howard,  and  he  then  put  to  me  the  question  mentioned  before 
about  the  other  troops.  As  the  head  of  his  horse  was  directed  toward  Wauhatchie 
and  the  head  of  my  horse  square  tbward  the  hills,  I leaned  forward  and  pointed 
out  to  him  the  place  wh^^ro  the  Second  Brigade  was.  He  then  ordered  me  to  be 
ready  to  form,  if  necessary,  front  to  the  right ; that  is,  front  toward  Wauliatcliie. 
I gave  orders  accordingly.  I thought  he  directed  me  so  because  he  expected  an 
attack,  not  only  from  the  hill  on  the  left,  but  from  the  valley  also,  as  pretty  nearly 
at  the  same  time  shots  were  fired  down  on  the  troops  and  the  bullets  whistled 
around  us.  I thought  some  of  the  shots  came  from  the  gap.  Then  General  Hooker 
told  me,  and  I remember  the  tone  of  his  voice  as  if  he  had  spoken  but  a quarter  of 
an  hour  since,  “You  stay  here,  colonel.”  He  then  rode  over  to  the  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  What  orders  did  you  receive  before  you  left  camp  ? 

Answer.  The  first  order  that  I received  was  brought  by  Captain  Spraul,  which 
was  to  march  down  to  the  road  and  form  there.  I put  my  column  in  motion,  and, 
as  this  order  seemed  insufficient,  I went  around  to  find  somebody  who  could  tell 
me  if  the  order  meant  only  to  form  there.  My  adjutant-general  informed  me  that 
we  had  to  move  forward,  as  I thought  the  order  was  to  be  understood  ; so  we  marched 
until  halted  by  Major  Howard.  Then  when  General  Schurz  came  up  from  the 
front  he  took  us  along,  and  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  the  orders  were  received,  as  before 
stated.  After  General  Hooker  had  asked  what  troops  are  these,  he  asked  w'here 
is  General  Schurz  ? I answered,  in  front,  sir  ; one  of  his  aides  has  just  been  car- 
ried along  wounded. 
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Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz,  commanding  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  a 
witness  for  the  accnsed,  was  duly  sworn. 

By  Colonel  Hecker  : 

Question.  What  orders  were  given  by  you  to  Colonel  Hecker  on 
the  night  of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie;  when  and  where  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  the  first  alarm  was  given,  I sent  aides  around  to  the  brigades 
with  the  order  to  have  th<?  troops  under  arms.  Captain  Spraul,  one  of  my  aides,  went 
to  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  with  the  order  to  have  the  troops  march  forward 
from  the  camps  to  the  road,  and  halt  there  until  further  orders.  Going  to  the  front 
myself  at  the  head  of  the  First  Brigade,  I left  my  chief  of  staff,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Otto,  behind  with  the  order  to  put  the  two  remaining  brigades  on  the  road  and  fol- 
low the  First  Brigade  in  the  direction  of  Wauhatchie.  While  marching  at  the  head 
of  the  First  Brigade,  before  arriving  at  Tyndale’s  Hill,  I received  the  report  from 
Major  Howard  that  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Hecker’s,  was  stopped,  and  under 
directions  from  General  Hooker.  I did  not  see  Colonel  Hecker  again  xmtil  after  the 
taking  of  Tyndale’s  Hill,  when  I returned  to  the  place  where  I found  my  troops  and 
General  Hooker.  Upon  my  order  Colonel  Hecker  marched  forward  to  Tyndale’s 
Hill,  halted  there  a short  time,  until  he  was  re-enforced  by  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-first  New  York.  There  I gave  him  the  order  to  march  to  Geary,  which  he 
executed  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements.  Patrols  had  been  sent 
out  from  General  Tyndale’s  command  to  ascertain  whether  the  report  previously  re- 
ceived, that  a column  of  the  enemy  was  on  our  right  in  the  valley,  was  true  or  not. 
Whether  Colonel  Hecker  kept  back  until  the  return  of  the  patrol  I cannot  now  dis- 
tinctly remember,  but  I do  remember  that  he  started  off  as  soon  as  the  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-first  New  York  arrived.  The  halt  made  by  the  Third  Brigade  at  Tyn- 
dale’s Hill  was  made  by  my  order.  My  impression  is  that  the  brigade  did  not  halt 
over  ten  minutes. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  meet  Monday,  February  8,  at  10  a.  m. 


[Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  8,  1864] — 10  a.  m. 

Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Col.  James  Wood, 
jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Col.  P.  H.  Jones, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert, 
Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  recorder. 

Proceedings  of  previous  session  read. 

Examination  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meysenburg  resumed. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  on  its  march 
from  the  cross-roads  to  Tyndale’s  Hill;  and  if  so,  where  and  when  ? 

Answer.  I met  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  after  it  had  passed  the  swamp,  which  is 
opposite  the  gap  between  Smith’s  and  Tyndale’s  Hills,  at  about  4.30  a.  m. 

Question.  Do  you  know  exactly  where  the  cross-roads  are,  and 
where  the  swampy  place  is,  and  what  the  distance  is  between  the 
two  places  ? 

Answer.  I never  measured  the  distance  between  the  place  called  the  cross-roads 
and  the  swampy  place. 

Question.  Did  you  deliver  to  General  Schurz  an  order  to  send 
Colonel  Krzyzanowski  forward  to  Geary  ? 

Answer.  I did,  I believe,  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning. 
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Lieutenant  Weigel,  acting  aide-de-camp  on  General  Scliurz’'s  staff, 
a witness  for  the  accused,  was  recalled. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  about  liow  many  men  w^re  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  attack  on  the  hill  by  Tyndale’s  brigade,  on  our  side? 

Answer.  As  near  as  I can  recollect,  we  had  2 killed  and  some  10  wounded. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  Where  were  they  killed  ? f 

Answer.  In  the  charge  up  the  hill. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  were  you  acting  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  As  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  to  General  Schurz,  Third  Division. 

The  testimony  on  behalf  of  the  accused  was  here  announced  closed. 

Major-General  Hooker,  a witness  for  the  prosecution,  was  re- 
called. 

By  the  Eecorder  : 

Question.  What  inquiry,  if  any,  did  you  make  of  General  Schurz 
when  you  rode  by  his  headquarters  about  1 o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th  of  October  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  positively  state  what  inquiry,  if  any,  I made  at  that  time. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  that  time,  give  him  the  order  to  double- 
quick  his  division  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  I have  already  said  that  I took  no  note  of  time.  I gave  him  the  or- 
der, while  on  my  way  from  my  camp,  to  see  that  my  troops  were  under  arms.  I 
will  say  there  wgre  those  of  my  staff  present  who  perhaps  remember  the  conversa- 
tion. I know  the  order  was  given  while  at  the  cross-roads  at  the  foot  of  the  Smith 
Hill. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Major  Howard,  of  General  Howard’s  staff, 
while  at  the  cross-road  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  ? 

Answer.  It  is  my  impression  that  I did  see  him. 

Question.  Did  he  report  to  you  that  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  had 
arrived  ? 

Answer.  Why,  it  was  near  there  that  I saw  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade.  I do  not 
know  that  he  reported  it.  He  may  have  reported  to  me.  I knew  it  myself. 

Question.  Before  you  saw  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade,  did  you  give 
any  orders  directing  that  it  should  halt  there  at  the  cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  I did  not. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go  after  leaving  Colonel  Hecker  at  the 
cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  I was  facing  to  the  north  and  Colonel  Hecker  was  facing  to  the  south, 
and  I think  I passed  off  toward  the  hill. 

Question.  While  at  the  foot  of  Smith’s  Hill,  did  you,  at  any  period 
during  the  engagement,  or  during  that  night,  see  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I did,  in  that  vicinity,  near  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  what  time  ? 

Answer.  It  seemed  to  me  nearly  two  hours  after  I met  Colonel  Hecker.  I was 
in  a state  of  great  anxiety  at  the  time,  and  could  not  tell  exactly,  but  it  seemed 
to  me  about  that  time. 
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Question.  Can  you  state  what  conversation  took  place  between 
you  and  General  Scliurz  ? 

Answer.  I can  state  pretty  nearly.  General  Schurz,  I think,  asked  me  a question 
of  this  kind:  “Can  I take  my  other  two  brigades V”  at  which  I expressed  great 
surprise,  saying  that  I had  ordered  him  to  go  to  the  relief  of  Geary  two  hours 
before,  and  repeated  the  order. 

By  General  Schurz  : 

Question.  Did  you  have  more  than  one  conversation  with  General 
Schurz  about  1 o’clock  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes ; I saw  him  two  or  three  times  before  the  troops  got  under  way, 
and  something  passed  between  us,  I think,  each  time. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  How  near  were  you  to  Tyndale’s  Hill  at  the  time  Gen- 
eral Tyndale  took  it  ? 

Answer.  I think  when  it  was  communicated  to  me  that  he  had  taken  it  I was 
close  by  the  Smith  Hill. 

Question.  Were  you  near  enough  during  its  progress  to  distinguish 
the  nature  of  the  action  that  occurred  there  ? 

Answer.  I knew  nothing  of  it ; I could  not  see  it. 

Question.  Was  the  opposition  made  by  the  enemy,*  judging  from 
the  nature  of  the  firing,  great  or  small  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  was  a feeble  resistance.  I should  call  it  a slight  skirmish. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  long  it  continued  ? 

Answer.  While  there  w'as  firing;  I do  not  know  how  long.  From  the  time  the  fire 
was  thrown  from  the  hill  on  the  troops  marching  to  the  rehef  of  Geary  up  to  the 
time  that  I heard  of  the  taking  of  the  hill,  the  firing  was  desultory. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  I would  not  call  it  a bright  night  or  a dark  night ; it  was  a medium 
night.  I could  tell  whether  troops  were  marching  in  column  or  by  the  flank  at  a 
distance  of  60  yards. 

Court  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  instant,  at  10  a.  m. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  9,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : Col.  A.  Buschbeck,  Twenty -seventh  Pennsylvania,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Col.  James  Wood, 
jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division, 'Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Col.  P.  H.  Jones, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps;  Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert, 
Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  recorder. 

Proceedings  of  previous  session  read. 

Maj.  Gen.  Daniel  Butterfield,  a witness  for  the  prosecution, 
was  duly  sworn. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Were  you  with  General  Hooker  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  of  October  ? 

Answer.  I was. 
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Question.*  Do  you  know  whether  General  Schurz  met  General 
Hooker  after  the  taking  of  Smith’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I should  think  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  2 o’clock ; I could  not  state 
the  time  precisely. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  conversation  took  place  between 
General  Schurz  and  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  I could  not  state  exactly  the  words,  only  the  tenor  of  the  conversation. 
If  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  General  Schurz  reported  having  possession  of 
the  Tyndale  Hill,  and  that  he  had  posted  his  skirmishers  in  front.  General  Hooker 
asked  why  he  had  not  moved,  as  directed,  to  General  Geary,  as  he  had  given  him 
the  order  over  two  hours  before.  I do  not  remember  what  reply  General  Schurz 
made,  and  he  left  soon  after  on  that  business. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  firing  on  the  Tyndale  Hill  before 
General  Schurz  met  General  Hooker  ? 

Answer.  I cannot  say.  General  Hooker’s  horse  was  saddled,  and  he  got  away 
before  my  horse  was  saddled.  I heard  firing,  but  whether  it  was  from  the  Tyndale 
Hill  or  from  the  Smith  Hill  I do  not  know. 

Question.  Can  you  state  how  long  it  continued  ? 

Answer.  I cannot.  When  I arrived  on  the  ground  all  my  attention  was  given  to 
the  Smith  Hill,  for  a time. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  about  what  time  the  Smith  Hill  was  taken  ? 

Answer.  I should  think  it  was  about  a quarter  past  1 o’clock,  but  I took  no  note 
of  the  hour  and  only  judge  from  my  knowledge  of  the  tune  when  the  firing  first 
broke  out. 

Question.  Was  thq^  firing  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  over  as  soon  as  that  at 
Smith’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  there  was  no  firing  on  Tyndale’s  Hill  after  Smith’s 
Hill  was  taken.  Lieutenant  Oliver  was  over  at  Tyndale’s  Hill,  and  he  is  better  in- 
formed on  that  subject  than  I am. 

Question.  Was  the  firing  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  over  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting  between  General  Hooker  and  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  obstruction  was  offered  by 
the  enemy  to  General  Schurz’s  advance  to  General  Geary  after  leav- 
ing General  Hooker  at  the  time  referred  to,  the  time  of  the  conver- 
sation ? 

Answer.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there,  was  at  any  time  a line  of 
battle  between  General  Geary  and  the  division  of  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge ; only  from  the  report  of  staff  officers.  I was  not 
on  the  ground. 

By  the  Court : 

Question.  Did  you  see  Major  Howard,  of  General  Hov/ard’s  staff, 
that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  give  directions  to  him,  or  to  any  one,  to  halt 
Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  at  the  cross-roads  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I had  a conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of  Colonel 
Hecker’s  brigade  being  there.  Major  Howard  rode  up  where  General  Hooker  and 
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staff  were,  and  at  the  same  time  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  was  halted  there.  I stated 
to  him  that  there  was  a brigade  that  its  commander  said  was  halted  by  General 
Howard’s  or  General  Schurz’s  order.  I told  him  he  had  better  look  into  it  and  see 
about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigade  was 
in  the  same  vicinity  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I was  enth'ely  unacquainted  with  the  brigade  commanders  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps.  I knew  only  General  Schurz  and  General  Steinwehr  as  division 
commanders.  I had  not  been  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  brigades  until  on  the 
march  down,  and  the  first  knowledge  I got  of  the  several  brigade  commanders  I got 
on  that  night,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Buschbeck,  who  led  on  the  march  the 
day  before. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  the  troops  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hecker,  and  the  other  troops  there,  were  a part  of  General  Schurz’s 
command? 

Answer.  No ; I did  not  know  it.  I supposed  they  were  a part  of  General  Stein- 
wehr’s  command,  and  did  not  know  until  I inquired. 

Question.  When  did  you  inquire  ? 

Answer.  About  five  minutes  before  Major  Howard  rode  up  I inquired  of  Colonel 
Hecker  to  what  division  he  belonged.  It  was  but  a few  minutes  after  this  that  we 
rode  off  to  a fire  near  Smith’s  Hill,  where  General  Hooker  saw  General  Schurz. 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  time  that  you  saw  Major  Howard  ? 

Answer.  I think  it  was. 

Question.  At  what  place  did  you  first  see  Major  Howard  ? . 

Answer.  Near  the  cross-roads,  near  where  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  was. 

Question.  Did  you  give  an  order  for  a brigade  or  for  any  troops  to 
go  to  Chattanooga  ? 

Answer.  I did  not.  I gave  an  order  to  Captain  Hall  to  send  some  prisoners  to 
Chattanooga.  He  misunderstood  me,  and  gave  the  order  to  have  the  brigade  go  to 
Chattanooga,  but  the  mistake  was  rectified  immediately. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  General  Hooker  had  given  the  order 
for  General  Schurz’s  diAUsion  to  move  to  the  aid  of  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  I did. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  it  ? 

Answer.  I heard  General  Hooker  give  the  order  to  two  different  aides — one  to  go 
to  General  Howard  and  one  to  go  to  General  Schurz — and  then  heard  him  say  he 
was  going  to  General  Schurz  himself. 

Question.  Who  were  the  aides  that  he  sent  ? 

Answer.  Captain  Hall  was  one,  and  the  other  I do  not  know  ; the  conversation 
occurred  outside  of  the  tent,  as  I was  dressing,  and  I did  not  inquire. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  the  enemy  crossed  Lookout  Creek 
after  their  attack  on  Geary  ? 

Answer.  Not  from  my  own  knowledge. 

First  Lieut.  Paul  A.  Oliver,  aide-de-camp,  General  Hooker’s 
staff,  was  recalled  as  a Avitiiess  for  the  prosecution. 

By  the  Recorder  : 

Question.  Were  you  with  General  Hooker  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  of  October,  after  the  taking  of  Smith’s  Hill? 

Answer.  I was. 
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Question.  Did  General  Hooker  have  an  interview  with  General 
Schurz  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  what  time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  long  after  Smith’s  Hill  was  taken ; I do  not  know  the  exact 
time  ; it  was  about  3 o’clock  in  the  morning,  not  long  after  Tyndale’s  Hill  was 
taken. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  conversation  that  occurred  be- 
tween General  Hooker  and  General  Schurz  ? 

Answer.  General  Schurz  told  General  Hooker  that  he  had  taken  the  hill  and  had 
skirmishers  in  front.  General  Hooker  seemed  to  be  very  angry,  and  asked  him 
“ What  were  your  orders,  General  Schurz— to  push  through  to  General  Geary  imme- 
diately?” 

Question.  Were  you  present  with  General  Hooker  when  it  was  re- 
ported to  him  that  the  troops  of  General  Schurz  had  joined  General 
Geary  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  think  I was. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  firing  on  Tyndale’s  Hill  continue  ? 

Answer.  I do  not  think  it  was  hardly  five  minutes ; I should  say  there  were 
hardly  a dozen  shots  fired  from  the  hill  while  I was  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  there 
was  on  our  side  during  the  taking  of  Tyndale’s  Hill  ? 

Answer.  W'hile  I was  there  I should  think  there  was  none. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  In  what  position  was  Tjmdale’s  brigade  when  you 
left? 

Answer.  Part  of  the  troops  were  still  in  the  road.  I think  two  regiments  were 
marching  up  the  hill.  I know  some  troops  were  marching  up  the  hill  and  the 
balance  were  in  the  road.  I left  there,  as  I nave  stated,  soon  after  the  conversation 
with  General  Schurz. 

Question.  Did  you  deliver  from  General  Hooker  to  General  Schurz 
an  order  to  take  that  hill  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  that  order,  and  where  did  General  Hooker 
deliver  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  General  Hooker  was  near  his  headquarters  when  he  delivered  it  to  me, 
and  the  order  was  to  take  the  hill  where  we  had  the  skirmish  the  day  before. 

Question.  And  where  did  you  deliver  the  order  to  General 
Schurz  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  hill,  as  I have  already  stated. 

Question.  Did  the  order  specify  what  forces  were  to  take  the  hill  ? 

Answer.  He  said  one  brigade  was  to  take  the  hill. 

Question.  In  the  conversation  between  General  Hooker  and  Gen- 
eral Schurz,  testified  to  by  you,  when  General  Schurz  said  one  of 
your  aides  directed  me  to  take  the  hill,  what  reply  did  General 
Hooker  make  ? 

Answer.  General  Hooker  seemed  to  be  very  angry.  He  simply  said  “What 
were  your  orders?”  His  impression  seemed  to  be  that  General  Schurz  had  two 
the^hfi^^  him  at  that  time,  and  one  brigade  was  to  go  to  Geary  and  one  to  take 
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Question.  Did  you  hear  General  Hooker  give  the  order  to  General 
Schurz  to  go  to  General  Geary  ? 

Answer.  I heard  him  give  an  order ; whether  it  was  to  General  Schurz  or  to 
General  Howard,  I did  not  know.  I am  under  the  impression  it  was  to  General 
Howard  for  one  brigade  to  take  the  hill  and  one  to  go  to  General  Geary. 

Tlie  recorder  announced  his  case  closed. 

At  the  request  of  Major-General  Schurz,  the  Court  adjourned 
until  Friday,  12th  instant,  to  allow  him  time  to  prepare  his  defense. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  12,  1864. 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : Col.  A.  Buschheck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, commanding  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Col. 
James  Wood,  jr..  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps  ; 
Col.  P.  H.  Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; 
Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert,  Thirty -third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  recorder. 

The  proceedings  of  previous  session  read. 

MaJ.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz  presented  his  written  address  (appended 
and  marked  B),  which  was  read  by  himself. 

Col.  Frederick  Hecker,  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers,  com- 
manding Tliird  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps,  presented 
his  written  address  (appended  and  marked  C),  which  was  read  by 
himself. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday,  the  15th  instant, 
at  11  a.  m.,  at  headquarters  Eleventh  Corps. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

February  15,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : Col.  A.  Buschheck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, commanding  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps ; Col. 
James  Wood,  jr.,  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army 
Corps ; Col.  P.  H.  Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh 
Army  Corps  ; Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert,  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers, recorder. 

After  a sitting  of  two  sessions,  the  Court  adjourned  until  Tuesday, 
16th  instant,  at  9 a.  m.,  headquarters  Second  Division,  Eleventh 
Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps, 

[^February  16,  1863—9  a.  m.] 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : Col.  A.  Buschheck,  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, commanding  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps  ; Col. 
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James  Wood,  jr.,  One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army 
Corps ; Col.  P.  H.  Jones,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh 
Army  Corps  ; Capt.  W.  H.  Lambert,  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers, recorder. 

It  was  agreed  to  present  the  statement  of  facts  and  the  opinion 
(appended  and  marked  D),  as  the  statement  of  facts  which  the  Court 
deemed  established  by  the  evidence  brought  before  it,  and  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Court,  rendered  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  order  by  which  the  Court  was  instituted. 

The  recorder  was  instructed  to  present  the  testimony  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Whipple,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Department  of  the 
Cumberland. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

A.  BUSCHBECK, 

Colonel  Tiventy -seventh  Fennsylvania  Volunteers,  Comdg. 

Second  Div. , Eleventh  Army  Corps,  Pres,  of  the  Court. 

WILLIAM  H.  LAMBERT, 

Captain,  Thirty -third  New  Jersey  Vols.,  Recorder  of  the  Court. 

[Appendix  A.] 

HeadquaPvTers  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  January  12,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Cumberland . 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  an  application 
of  Col.  F.  Hecker  for  examination,  or  a court  of  inquiry,  as  it  is 
called  by  Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz.* 

The  cause  of  complaint  is  based  on  exceptions  to  a part  of  my 
official  report  of  the  battle  of  Wauhatchie.^ 

It  is  not  known  for  what  reason  Colonel  Hecker  makes  this  appli- 
cation; or  why  he  should  connect  his  brigade  with  it. 

The  order  I gave  the  division  commander,  was  for  him  to  double- 
quick  his  division  to  the  relief  of  Geary,  and  afterward  one  brigade 
of  it  was  ordered  to  assault  the  hill  on  the  left.  The  latter  was  duly 
executed ; the  first  order  was  not.  Whether  or  not  Major-General 
Schurz  communicated  this  order  to  his  brigade  commanders,  I am  not 
advised.  Probably  a court  of  inquiry  would  be  able  to  determine. 
It  rests  between  the  division  commander  and  the  commanders  of  the 
Second  and  Third  Brigades,  and  in  no  way  can  other  parties  be  con- 
cerned in  the  issue,  unless  it  be  supposed  that  the  troops  disobeyed 
orders,  which  I have  not  alleged,  and  do  not  believe. 

With  the  application  of  Colonel  Hecker,  I also  forward  a com- 
munication from  Major-General  Schurz,  on  the  same  subject,  in  which 
he  seems  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  was  to  him  the  order  was 
communicated  by  me,  to  double-quick  his  division  to  the  relief  of 
Geary,  and  to  place  the  issues  between  the  commander  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  with  the  brigade  itself,  and  myself.  I remember  very  well 
the  interview  I had  with  Colonel  Hecker,  and  of  his  informing  me 

* The  inclosures  following  do  not  appear  in  the  record  of  the  Court,  but  were 
found  with  the  original  of  General  Hooker’s  letter  in  the  files  of  the  Department 
of  the  Cumberland, 
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that  lie  was  in  his  position  by  order  of  Major-General  Howard. 
General  Howard  was  advised  of  the  orders  General  Schnrz  had 
received;  hence  I concluded  that  the  Third  Brigade  was  halted, 
awaiting  orders  in  execution  of  the  movement;  even  then  I was 
under  the  impression  that  the  balance  of  the  division  was  in  advance. 

As  the  quickest  and  most  satisfactory  way  of  disposing  of  this 
issue,  I would  recommend  the  appointment  of  a court  of  inquiry, 
provided  it  should  be  the  wish  of  those  interested. 

I have  inclosed  a copy  of  this  letter  to  Major-General  Schurz. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Eleventh  Corps, 

Raccoon  Valley,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz, 

Commanding,  Third  Division : 

Sir  : In  the  interest  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command, 
in  the  interest  of  justice  and  truth,  and  my  own  honor  as  a man 
and  soldier,  that  has  been  during  a long  life  without  a stain,  I ad- 
dress you  these  lines. 

The  official  report  of  Major-General  Hooker,  of  the  battle  at 
Wauhatchie,  came  to  my  hands  to-day,  and  concludes  as  follows : 

I regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  except  any  portion  of  my  command  in 
my  commendation  of  their  courage  and  valor.  The  brigade  dispatched  to  the  relief 
of  Geary,  by  orders  delivered  in  person  to  the  division  commander,  never  reached 
him  imtil  long  after  the  fight  had  ended.  It  was  alleged  that  it  lost  its  way,  when 
it  had  a terrific  infantry  fire  to  guide  it  all  over  the  way  ; and  that  it  became  in- 
volved in  a swamp,  where  there  was  no  swamp  or  other  obstacle  between  it  and 
Geary  which  should  have  delayed  it  a moment  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  its  im- 
periled companions. 

An  official  document,  a historical  document,  must  be  based  on 
truth,  and  render  justice  to  all  concerned. 

I shall  and  must  defend  my  honor  with  all  means  possible,  and  the 
present  petition  is  one  of  them. 

I therefore  lay  before  you  all  that  occurred  during  the  night  of 
28th-29th  October,  1863,  so  far  as  myself  and  my  command  were  con- 
cerned. 

Camping  amongst  the  men  of  my  brigade,  I heard  a heavy  firing 
in  the  direction  of  Wauhatchie.  Without  waiting  for  orders,  I or- 
dered my  men  to  fall  in,  and  had  the  regiments  in  line  of  battle  and 
ready  to  march,  so  that  when  Captain  Spraul,  aide-de-camp  of  Major- 
General  Schurz,  arrived  with  the  order  to  march,  and  to  guide  us,  I 
immediately  started  with  my  command  from  the  hill,  where  I was 
encamped,  down  to  the  main  road. 

As  all  the  brigades  marched  at  the  same  time,  there  was  some 
throng  in  the  valley ; and  I marched  forward  to  the  front,  imme- 
diately behind  Tyndale’s  brigade,  and  would  have  marched  till  find- 
ing Major-General  Schurz,  who,  as  I ascertained,  had  gone  to  the 
front,  if  I had  not  been  stopped  by  Major  Howard,  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Howard’s  staff,  who  ordered  me  to  halt  until  further  orders, 
and  bring  my  men  in  position,  front  to  the  left,  toward  the  hills.  I 
placed  the  Sixty-eighth  New  York  Volunteer  Regiment  and  Seventy- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  line  of  battle,  the  Eightieth  Illi- 
nois Volunteers  in  column,  doubled  on  the  center  in  second  line  and 
the  interval  between  the  two  first  named  regiments. 
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During  this  operation  arrives  Major-General  Hooker  and  staff. 
His  question,  addressed  to  me  in  person,  was,  ‘‘What  troops  are 
these  “Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps,  sir,”  was 
my  answer.  “ Where  is  Major-General  Schurz  ?”  he  further  asked. 
“In  front,  sir;  one  of  his  aides-de-camp  was  just  carried  along^ here 
wounded,”  was  my  reply.  He  asked  then  where  the  Second  Brigade 
was,  and  as  it  had  formed  to  my  left  at  a short  distance  in  an  open 
field,  I pointed  it  out  to  Major-General  Hooker,  showing  him  where 
the  commander  of  the  brigade  had  halted. 

Major-General  Hooker  ended  this  conversation  with  the  following 
words:  “You  stay  here.”  “All  right,  sir,”  was  my  answer.  Then 
he  rode  over  to  the  Second  Brigade  (Krzyzanowski’s),  and  I remained, 
according  to  orders,  until,  a considerable  time  afterward,  called  off 
by  Major-General  Schurz,  who  came  back  from  the  front.  March- 
ing up  to  the  road,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  the  gap,  the  troops 
were  halted  a moment,  where  we  met  General  Tyndale.  I was  ordered 
to  bring  one  regiment,  the  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  at  the  entrance  of  the  gap,  and  to  march  then 
to  form,  at  all  hazards,  a junction  with  General  Geary. 

The  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  ordered  in  its 
position,  and  without  losing  a single  moment  I marched  forward  to 
Wauhatchie,  the  Sixty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  with  advanced 
guards,  flankers,  and  skirmishers  in  front,  on  the  right  and  left,  so 
that  under  all  emergencies  the  enemy  could  not  escape  my  attention, 
and  I could  meet  him  in  all  directions.  I marched  at  the  head  of  the 
troops  [sm]  the  only  regiment  of  my  brigade,  the  Eightieth  Illi- 
nois, and  beside  the  One  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York  Volun- 
teers, detached  to  me  for  that  expedition  by  Major-General  Schurz 
(the  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers  being  left  at  EusselTs  Mines 
to  guard  the  gap).  It  did  not  take  twenty-five  minutes’  marching, 
since  I received  the  order  to  join  General  Geary,  and  I had  formed 
the  junction  with  him,  reported  to  him,  and  he  “was  very  glad  to 
see  me.”  At  this  time  it  was  so  dark  that  at  50  yards  you  could  not 
easily  distinguish  the  objects.  I must  observe  that  I was,  during  all 
this  time,  accompanied  by  Captain  Stinson,  aide-de-camp  of  Major- 
General  Howard.  As  we  marched  on  the  main  road  no  swamps 
were  met,  nor  the  road  lost.  From  the  moment  I received  the 
orders,  I marched  straight  ahead,  without  interruption,  to  lose  no 
time. 

There  was  no  terrific  infantry  fire  at  the  time  when  I received  the 
marching  orders,  and  during  the  whole  march  to  General  Geary, 
from  the  moment  I received  the  order,  there  was  no  firing  at  all  in 
the  direction  we  were  marching  to. 

I never  in  my  whole  military  life  failed  to  do  my  duty,  and  so  far 
as  courage  and  valor  are  concerned,  nobody  has  doubted  it  or  shall 
doubt  it.  As  I have  been  reproached  without  foundation,  in  a pub- 
lic document,  all  transactions  in  this  case,  of  course,  are  of  a public 
character;  I therefore  most  respectfully  pray, 

Whereas,  the  official  report  of  Major-General  Hooker  of  the  battle 
of  Wauhatchie,  just  published,  implies  that  my  brigade  was  delay- 
ing in  proceeding  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary,  wanting  courage 
and  valor,  unless  he  will  publicly  retract  it,  and  fully  exonerate  me, 
I most  respectfully  demand  a court  of  inquiry. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  HECKEK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps, 

January  10,  1864. 

Major-General  Hooker, 

Commanding  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps: 

General  : To-day  I saw  for  tlie  first  time  your  official  report  on 
the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie.  It  contains  very  strong  reflections 
upon  one  of  my  brigades,  which  is  stated  to  have  been  ‘^dispatched 
to  the  relief  of  Geary,  and  never  reached  him  until  long  after  the 
fight  had  ended.” 

The  wording  of  the  paragraph  referred  to  leaves  it  somewhat  un- 
certain who  was  responsible  for  this  delay,  although  it  is  stated  that 
“the  order  was  directed  in  person  to  its  division  commander.” 

Yet  the  expressions  used  are  such  as  to  throw  the  responsibility 
rather  upon  the  brigade  commander  and  the  troops.  Against  this  I 
would  most  respectfully  remonstrate.  The  brigade  commander  in 
question.  Colonel  Hecker,  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  spirit,  ac- 
tivity, promptness,  and  gallantry,  and  his  troops  are  as  good  as  any 
in  the  service. 

Believing  that  he  and  his  command  did  on  that  occasion  all  they 
were  ordered  to  do,  and  did  it  with  conscienticiusness  and  alacrity, 
I beg  leave  to  assume  the  responsibility  for  their  conduct,  if  any 
mistakes,  or  any  violation  of  orders,  were  committed. 

Some  of  the  statements  contained  in  your  report  concerning  this 
matter,  permit  me  to  say,  seem  to  rest  upon  a grave  misapprehension. 
In  recounting  a few  facts,  I mean  to  furnish  a supplement  to  my 
official  report. 

When  we  heard  the  firing  in  the  direction  of  Geary’s  camp,  you 
ordered  me  to  take  the  troops  nearest  at  hand,  which  was  Tyndale’s 
brigade,  and  to  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  men  were  soon  under  arms,  and  after  having  sent  one  of  my 
aides  to  my  other  brigade  commanders,  whose  camps  were  farther 
back,  with  the  order  to  move  at  once  down  to  the  road,  I placed  my- 
self at  the  head  of  General  Tyndale’s  brigade  in  order  to  direct  its 
march.  General  Howard  joined  me  there,  and  we  remained  together 
for  a time,  hurrying  on  the  advance  of  the  column  under  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  until  we  arrived  at  a marshy  place,  covered  with  thick 
brush-wood  (which  your  report  states  not  to  exist),  where  General 
Howard,  after  having  ascertained  the  extreme  difficulty  of  pene- 
trating, left  me  in  order  to  go  to  Geary  by  a detour.  Tyndale’s  bri- 
gade had  to  march  by  the  left  flank  up  to  the  road,  and  then  proceeded 
to  accomplish  the  object  for  which,  in  the  language  of  your  report, 
it  had  been  “ detached.”  It  attacked  the  enemy  “ in  the  hills  on  the 
left,”  and  after  a short  engagement  gained  possession  of  the  hill.  I 
had  been  constantly  at  the  head  of  the  column  until  this  brigade 
was  properly  placed  in  position. 

Your  report  about  this  part  of  the  transaction  runs  thus : 

Directions  were  immediately  given  for  one  of  the  brigades  en  route  (Tyndale’s)  to 
be  detached  and  assault  the  enemy  in  the  hills  on  the  left,  and  the  other  brigade  to 
push  on  as  ordered. 

By  this  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  task  assigned  to  Tyndale  was 
the  one  he  accomplished,  but  where  was  the  other  brigade  which  was 
to  “ push  on  as  ordered  ?” 

To  clear  up  this  point,  I must  introduce  the  statements  of  those 
concerned. 
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Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  my  order,  the  rest  of  my  troops 
marched  down  from  their  camping  places  to  the  road.  Colonel 
Hecker,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  column,  had  not  advanced  very 
far,  closely  upon  the  heels  of  Tyndale,- when  he  was  stopped  by  an 
order  to  halt.  This  order  was  delivered  by  Major  Howard,  of  Gen- 
eral Howard’s  staff,  and  is  said  to  have  come  from  you.  Major 
Howard  had  hardly  left  Colonel  Hecker  when  you  rode  up  in  person. 

You  stopped  and  asked  the  colonel What  troops  are  these?” 
“Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps,”  was  the  reply. 
You  asked,  “Where  is  General  Schurz?”  “He  is  in  front,”  ans- 
wered Hecker,  “and  one  of  his  aides  was  just  bx^ought  by  here 
Avounded.”  After  having  made  an  inquiry  about  my  Second  Bri- 
gade, Avhich  Colonel  Hecker  pointed  out  to  you,  you  left  him,  saying, 
“You  stay  here,”  and  rode  on  to  Colonel  Krzyzanowski,  with  whom 
you  halted. 

What  your  conversation  with  him  was,  I do  not  kixow,  and  I have 
now  no  means  of  ascertaining,  as  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  is  absent. 
But  I do  kixow  that  Colonel  Krzyzanowski,  upon  what  was  said,  al- 
though ready  to  march,  continued  to  stand  still,  remaining  continu- 
ally in  your  presence  until  called  off  by  me  in  person. 

Thus  the  troops  were  halted  there,  and  the  brigade  which  Avas  to 
“ push  on  to  Geary,”  as  ordered,  was  kept  back  by  your  own  order. 

After  this  had  happened,  and  after  Tyndale’s  bxdgade  was  prop- 
erly placed  in  the  position  assigned  to  it,  I hurried  back  to  the  place 
where  the  rest  of  my  troops  were.  Colonel  Hecker  was  still  v,^hex'e 
you  had  ordered  him  to  stay,  and  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  I found  in 
your  immediate  presence.  If  their  troops  were  the  column  to  be 
“pushed  on  to  Geary,”  as  ordered,  I may  respectfully  ask  why  they 
had  been  ordered  to  stop,  and  why  permitted  to  stand  there  so  long 
a time  under  your  very  eyes  and  Avithin  the  reach  of  your  voice  ? 

When  coming  up  to  you  and  reporting  that  Tyndale’s  bxhgade  Avas 
in  the  position  assigned  to  it,  and  asking  for  further  instructions, 
you  asked  me  “why  I had  not  pushed  a column  to  Geary  ?”  I re- 
plied that  only  Tyndale’s  brigade  had  been  at  my  disposal,  and  that 
bxhgade  had  been  directed  to  occupy  the  hill  near  the  railroad  gap. 
You  ordered  me  then  to  push  on  a column  to  Geary  without  delay, 
and  to  my  question  whether  I could  now  have  the  rest  of  my  troops, 
as  I would  have  to  give  up  the  important  position  held  by  Tyndale, 
if  I used  his  brigade  for  that  purpose,  you  replied,  I might  take 
them  all.  I then  ordered  Colonel  Hecker  forward.  He  marched 
through  to  Geary  without  delay.  Colonel  Krzyzanowski,  with  one 
regiment  and  a fraction,  was  placed  by  my  order  in  the  gap,  through 
which  the  main  road  xmns.  Colonel  Hecker’s  movement  was  exe- 
cuted in  as  brief  a space  of  time  as  it  could  be  done.  Ytour  report 
speaks  of  its  being  alleged  that  “this  bxdgade  lost  its  way  and  be- 
came inAmlved  in  a swamp,  where  there  was  no  swamp  or  other  ob- 
stacle.” Nobody  alleges  any  such  thing  with  regard  to  this  brigade, 
. for  it  marched  through  to  Geary  oxi  the  road. 

It  Avas  General  Tyndale’s  brigade  which  Avas  detained,  although 
not  long,  by  maxAshy  and  brushy  ground  in  its  front,  to  the  existence 
of  Avhich  Genei'al  Howard,  avIxo  was  present,  can  testify,  as  well  as 
myself.  Yet  General  Tyndale’s  brigade  is  not  blamed  for  it,  as  it 
accomplished  its  object  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  the  hill  on  the 
left.  But  the  other  brigade  is  blamed,  although  it  was  not  so  de- 
layed at  all. 

i That  this  column  arrived  at  General  Geary’s  camp  after  the 
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fighting  had  ceased,  is  very  natural,  for  the  fighting  there  ceased 
about  the  time  when  my  first  brigade  took  the  hill  assigned  to  it. 
In  fact,  if  Tyndale,  in  disregard  of  the  order  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  the  hill  on  the  left,  had  moved  on  to  Geary  on  a bee-line,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  reach  Geary  until  after  the 
fighting  had  ceased.  But  Hecker,  after  having  been  halted  by  your 
order,  was  moved  forward  from  a position  much  farther  back,  some 
time  after  this ; and  how  he  could  be  expected  to  reach  Geary  before 
the  fighting  had  ceased,  I cannot  understand.  Nor  can  he,  or  any- 
body else,  be  blamed  for  not  having  pushed  on  before  the  order 
stopping  him  was  withdrawn. 

I would  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  rather  hard  for  an  officer 
and  a body  of  troops  to  be  solemnly  excepted  from  the  commenda- 
tion for  courage  and  valor  bestowed  upon  other  troops,  after  hav- 
ing done  all  they  were  told  to  do,  and  nothing  less.  If,  indeed, 
somebody  must  be  blamed,  I would  rather  claim  the  blame  entirely 
for  myself,  than  permit  it  to  fall,  even  by  construction,  upon  my 
subordinate  commanders  and  their  men,  who  bear  no  responsibility 
in  this  matter,  and  always  executed  orders  with  promptness  and 
alacrity. 

I may  have  erred  in  not  sending  to  you  for  that  part  of  my  com- 
mand which  was  kept  back,  but  I was  obliged  to  suppose  that  you 
wanted  it  for  some  other  purpose.  And  why  was  it  not  sent  forward 
to  me  if  it  was  not  wanted  where  it  was  ? 

However  this  may  be,  I would  most  respectfully  and  earnestly 
request  you  to  exonerate  my  subordinate  commanders  and  troops 
from  the  grave  accusation  cast  upon  them,  and  to  let  the  censure 
fall  where  it  belongs. 

This  letter  accompanies  a request  by  Colonel  Hecker  for  a public 
exoneration  from  the  censure  inflicted  on  him  and  his  brigade  by 
your  report,  or  a court  of  inquiry.  Colonel  Hecker  is  a gallant, 
untiring,  and  conscientious  officer,  and  a gentleman  of  a character 
and  reputation  which  any  man  might  be  proud  of.  I sincerely  trust 
that  in  this  case,  where  his  conduct  was  strictly  governed  by  orders, 
and  he  did  his  whole  duty,  justice  be  not  withheld  from  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  SCHXJRZ, 
Major-General, 


[Appendix  B.] 


In  submitting  the  case  to  this  Court  of  Inquiry,  I am  obliged  to 
notice  a circumstance  which  is  of  a delicate  nature,  but  about  which 
I shall  speak  with  entire  frankness.  I asked  for  this  investigation, 
and  it  was  granted.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  granted  deviates 
in  a remarkable  degree  from  the  recognized  usages  of  military  life. 
I think  there  never  was  a military  court  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  not  one  member  of  which  held  an  equal  rank  with  the  ac- 
cused; and  I doubt  whether  there  ever  was  a court  of  inquiry  in  this 
army,  all  the  members  of  which  belonged  to  the  command  of  the  ac- 
cuser. I am  far  from  intending  any  reflection  upon  the  Court,  as  it 
is  now  constituted  ; for  there  is  probably  no  man  in  the  army  who 
has  less  of  the  pride  of  rank  in  him  than  I ; nor  do  your  official  re- 
lations to  the  accuser  in  this  case  give  me  any  uneasiness  as  to  your 
impartiality.  But  I wish  to  observe  tliat  in  accepting  the  form  in 
which  this  investigation  was  offered  to  me,  I had  to  waive  a question 
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of  ;propriety.  In  justice  to  yon,  I waived  that  question  without  hes- 
itation; in  justice  to  myself,  I have  to  notice  it. 

In  Major-General  Hooker^s  report  of  the  night  engagement  of 
Wauhatchie,  we  find  the  following  paragraph: 

I regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  except  any  portion  of  my  command  in  my 
commendation  of  their  courage  and  valor.  The  brigade  dispatched  to  the  relief  of 
Geary,  by  orders  delivered  in  person  to  its  division  commander,  never  reached  him 
until  long  after  the  fight  had  ended.  It  is  alleged  that  it  lost  its  way,  when  it  had 
a terrific  infantry  fire  to  guide  it  all  the  way,  and  also  that  it  became  involved  in  a 
swamp,  where  there  was  no  swamp  or  other  obstacle  between  it  and  Geary  which 
should  have  delayed  it  a moment  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  its  imperiled  com- 
panions. 

By  this  paragraph  I considered  myself  and  my  command  deeply 
wronged.  This  censure  has  gone  forth  into  the  world,  and  I asked 
for  a fair  investigation  of  the  charge,  the  result  of  which  shall  he  as 
public  as  the  charge  itself.  You  are  ordered,  after  having  investi- 
gated the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case,  to  give  an  opinion 
whether  the  strictures  contained  in  the  above  paragraph  in  General 
Hooker’s  report  were  deserved  by  the  conduct  of  myself  or  Colonel 
Hecker,  or  any  part  of  my  command,  during  the  engagement  of 
W auhatchie.  These  strictures  imply  that  a part  of  my  command,  di- 
rected to  perform  a certain  task  by  orders  delivered  to  me  in  person, 
rendered  itself  liable  to  be  solemnly  excepted  in  a commendation  for 
courage  and  valor  bestowed  on  other  troops,  or,  in  other  words,  to  be 
stigmatized  as  lacking  courage  and  valor.  To  show  the  injustice  of 
the  reflection,  I shall  recount  the  occurrences  of  that  night  strictly 
according  to  the  evidence  before  you. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  October,  the  two  divisions  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps  encamped  near  Brown’s  Ferry.  The  command  of 
General  Geary  lay  at  Wauhatchie.  The  troops  had  arrived  not 
long  before  dark.  The  distance  between  the  two  encampments 
was  about  3 miles,  the  country  which  separated  them  partly  open, 
partly  covered  with  woods  and  thickets,  and  here  and  there  in- 
tersected by  marshy  water  runs.  The  road  from  Wauhatchie  to 
Brown’s  Ferry  was  muddy,  but  not  impassable;  the  ground  alongside 
of  the  road  in  places  wet  and  difiicult  of  passage.  The  night  was 
pleasant;  the  light  of  the  full  moon  from  time  to  time  obscured 
by  streaks  of  clouds. 

After  midnight  we  were  aroused  by  the  sound  of  musketry,  heard 
in  the  direction  of  Geary’s  camp.  The  liveliness  of  the  firing  indi- 
cated an  attack.  The  troops  were  called  under  arms ; orders  were 
brought  to  me  by  two  of  General  Hooker’s  aides  and  by  General 
Hooker  himself.  About  the  nature  of  these  orders  the  testimony 
conflicts.  ^ General  Hooker  says  he  ordered  me  to  double-quick  my 
whole  division  to  the  relief  of  Geary.  General  Butterfield  says  the 
same,  but  he  heard  only  the  orders  General  Hooker  gave  two  of  his 
aides  to  transmit  to  me,  one  of  whom  was  charged  to  communicate 
the  same  orders  to  General  Howard. 

^ The  two  aides  referred  to.  Captain  Hall  and  Lieutenant  Oliver,  tes- 
tify that  they  delivered  to  m.e  orders  from  General  Hooker  to  throw 
forward  the  brigade  nearest  at  hand.  General  Butterfield  is  there- 
fore mistaken.  One  of  my  staff  officers,  who  was  present  when  Gen- 
eral Hooker  gave  me  his  orders  in  person,  states  that  I was  ordered 
to  throw  forward  my  nearest  brigade,  Tyndale’s,  at  once,  and  to  fol- 
low up  the  movement  with  the  rest  of  my  command.  This  has  the 
weight  of  the  testimony  in  its  favor,  and  it  agrees  with  my  recollec- 
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tions.  The  difference,  however,  is  not  very  material,  as  the  manner 
in  which  I executed  the  order,  answered  even  General  Hooker’s 
version  of  the  st(  - , ^ere  soon  in  motion,  and  even 


General  Hooker 


turning  out  of  the  troops  was 


splendid.  As  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given,  and  before  the  order  to 
march  had  reached  me,  I had  sent  one  of  my  aides  to  my  Second  and 
Third  Brigades,  to  bring  the  columns  from  the  camps  Sown  toward 
the  road.  Then,  leaving  my  chief  of  staff  behind  for  the  purpose  of 
superintending  the  movement  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades, 
which  were  ordered  to  follow  the  First,  I placed  myself  at  the  head 
of  Tyndale’s  column,  and  directed  its  march  toward  the  firing.  It  is 
proved  that  the  orders  I left  to  my  chief  of  staff  to  transmit  were 
correctly  given,  first  by  Captain  Greenhut,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral of  the  Third  Brigade,  who  received  them,  and  then  by  Lieuten- 
ant Klutsch,  who  heard  them  communicated  to  the  commander  of 
the  Second  Brigade. 

These  orders  were  not  only  correctly  given,  but  also  correctly  ex- 
ecuted, for  it  is  proved  that  the  troops  marched  without  delay  and 
in  the  right  direction,  following  the  advance.  No  military  man  will 
pretend  that  these  orders  were  not  answering  the  object  and  fitting 
the  circumstances.  The  ground  over  which  I had  to  march  was  not 
reconnoitered  outside  of  the  road.  The  only  indication  we  had  of 
the  intentions  of  the  enemy  was  the  firing  at  Wauhatchie.  If  the 
attack  on  Geary  was  serious,  it  was  not  only  possible  but  probable, 
that  the  enemy  occupied  some  position  in  the  valley  in  order  to  pro- 
tect their  rear.  This  would  have  been  correct,  and  was  therefore  prob- 
able. Whether  we  would  meet  them,  where,  and  in  what  strength, 
we  had  to  find  out ; and,  in  order  to  find  it  out,  I placed  myself  at 
the  head  of  the  advance.  To  give,  in  this  state  of  absolute  uncer- 
tainty, special  instructions  to  brigades  marching  in  the  rear  to  do 
this  or  to  do  that,  would  have  been  absurd.  Their  part  in  the  action 
depended  upon  circumstances,  and  the  circumstances  had  first  to  be 
ascertained.  My  orders  covered  this  case  completely.  According  to 
them,  my  brigades  were  to  be  at  hand,  to  be  used  as  circumstances 
would  demand,  and  the  testimony  shows  clearly  enough  that  they 
would  have  been  at  hand  had  not  other  agencies  interfered.  Rely- 
ing upon  their  following  me,  I pushed  forward  skirmishers  in  ad- 
vance. The  evidence  shows  that  on  the  ground,  as  it  then  was, 
troops  could  not  be  moved  with  more  speed.  When  opposite  the 
hill,  now  known  as  Smith’s  Hill,  the  head  of  the  column  received  a 
volley  from  the  left. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  one  of  my  aides,  of  whom  the  testimony 
speaks,  was  wounded  by  my  side.  The  head  of  the  column  stopped 
a moment,  fired  a few  shots  in  return,  and  upon  the  order  to  cease 
firing,  pushed  on  again  toward  Wauhatchie.  Meanwhile,  the  firing 
on  Smith’s  Hill  became  lively  ; it  was  evident  that  our  troops  were 
engaged  with  the  enemy  on  that  spot.  At  the  same  time,  the  firing 
near  Geary’s  camp  died  gradually  away. 

General  Howard,  who  had  been  with  my  column,  and  left  it  not 
long  before  we  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill  afterward  known  as  Tyn- 
dale’s, sent  me  word  through  Captain  Stinson,  one  of  his  aides,  that 
he  desired  rne  to  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  ^ Soon  after- 
ward the  skirmishers  became  entangled  in  a boggy  thicket,  which 
was  impenetrable  for  troops.  We  had  left  the  road  at  a place  a few 
rods  behind,  where  it  makes  a slight  turn,  and  moved  forward  on  a 
bee-line.  The  skirmishers  were  recalled,  and  after  a stoppage  of  a 
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few  moments,  the  column  regained  the  road  by  a movement  to  the 
left. 

While  this  was  going  on,  I received  notice  that  my  Third  Brigade 
had  been  halted  near  Smith’s  Hill,  and  was  under  instructions  from 
General  Hooker  himself,  an(f  also  that  the  Second  Brigade  had  been 
halted,  by  order  of  General  Hooker,  and  was  to  go  to  Chattanooga. 
I received  this  notice,  as  the  evidence  shows,  with  regard  to  the  Third 
Brigade,  thiwgh  Major  Howard,  of  the  corps  staff,  and  with  regard 
to  the  Second  Brigade,  through  Captain  Orlemann,  a member  of  the 
Second  Brigade  staff.  Until  then  I had  been  firmly  believing  that 
the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  were  following  me,  according  to 
orders,  and  the  testimony  proves  this  belief  to  have  been  very  well 
founded  until  the  brigades  arrived  near  Smith’s  Hill. 

About  the  same  time,  I received  through  Lieutenant  Oliver,  of 
General  Hooker’s  staff,  the  order  to  take  and  occupy  the  hill  now 
known  as  Tyndale’s,  with  one  brigade.  I replied  to  Lieutenant  Oli- 
ver that  I was  ordered,  by  General  Hooker  himself,  to  push  through 
to  Geary.  I informed  him  expressly  of  the  notice  I had  received 
about  m'y  other  brigades,  and  that,  if  I placed  the  only  brigade  I had 
in  hand  on  that  hill,  I would  have  no  troops  to  send  to  Geary.  He 
observed  that  General  Hooker  wanted  to  have  the  hill  occupied  with 
a brigade,  and  repeated  the  order.  While  this  order  struck  me  as  con- 
tradictory to  orders  originally  received,  it  struck  me,  also,  that  cir- 
cumstances might  have  changed.  The  firing  at  Geary’s  camp,  as  the 
testimony  shows,  had  died  out.  For  some  time  the  action  had  been 
far  more  lively  in  my  rear  than  in  my  front.  The  enemy  had  per- 
haps made  a new  movement.  The  order  delivered  by  Lieutenant 
Oliver  was,  indeed,  not  in  keeping  with  General  Hooker’s  original 
order,  but  General  Hooker,  as  I was  informed  by  two  reliable  staff 
officers,  had  kept  back  my  two  brigades,  and  that  was  likewise 
against  the  original  understanding,  and  could  hardly  be  without  a 
sufficient  cause.  The  word  General  Howard  had  sent  me  through 
Captain  Stinson  could  hardly  come  into  consideration.  General 
Howard  had  been  with  my  column  and  left  it  not  long  before;  he 
would  hardly  be  informed  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  rear ; but, 
above  all,  the  order  brought  by  General  Hooker’s  aide  was  positive. 
General  Hooker  was  highest  in  command  on  the  field.  This  was  his 
last  order,  and  according  to  all  military  rules,  it  is  the  last  order 
that  counts.  I had  no  choice. 

The  testimony  given  by  Lieutenant  Oliver,  when  first  on  the  stand, 
is  remarkable  in  one  respect.  While  he  expresses  himself,  with  an 
air  not  uncommon  among  young  staff  officers,  about  other  matters, 
how  he  ordered  this  and  ordered  that,  he  seems  to  leave  it  somewhat 
in  doubt  whether  the  order  to  take  and  occupy  the  hill  was  a sug- 
gestion of  his  own,  or^  an  order  from  General  Hooker.  If  it  had 
been  a suggestion  of  his  own,  if  he  really  had  given  an  order  with- 
out due  authority  from  his  chief,  his  conduct  would  be  open  to  grave 
charges ; for  that  he  delivered  it  as  a positive  order  is  proved  by 
another  witness,  who  heard  him  deliver  it.  But  to  his  justification 
it  may  be  said,  that  his  memory  does  not  appear  to  be  of  the  most 
faithful  as  to  details.  He  saw  and  heard  my  whole  advance  brigade 
halt  and  fire,  when  the  other  witnesses  heard  only  a few  scattered 
shots.  He  heard  of  a line  of  battle  in  our  front  at  Tyndale’s  Hill, 
a thing  which  would  have  been  so  important  that  every  officer  on 
the  ground  would  have  known  or  heard  of  it,  bpt  none  of  the  other 
witnesses  remember  any  such  thing. 
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His  conversation  with,  me,  as  he  reports  it,  must  he  taken  with 
the  same  grain  of  allowance  ; it  is  only  the  substance  of  it  which  can 
be  accepted  as  reliable.  But  there  are  three  things  which  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  genuineness  of  this  ord^r ; all  three  of  which  show 
that  I acted  correctly^  in  obeying  it,  and  two  of  which  bear  out 
Lieutenant  Oliver  in  giving  it.  The  first  is,  that  Lieutenant  Weigel, 
who  heard  Lieutenant  Oliver  deliver  it,  testifies  that  it  was  a direct 
and  positive  order ; the  second  is,  that  General  Hooker,  in  his  report, 
in  his  letter  and  in  his  testimony,  states  that  the  order  was  given  by 
him  and  duly  executed  by  me,  and  the  third  is,  that  Lieutenant  Oli- 
ver reported  the  fact  immediately  to  General  Hooker,  and  General 
Hooker  received  the  report  with  silent  approbation.  General  Hooker 
is  very  clear  and  positive  about  this  matter,  and  it  is  perhaps  the 
only  point  about  which  his  testimony  is  not  in  conflict  with  that  of 
other  witnesses.  'No  doubt  is  admissible. 

Let  me  continue  my  account  of  the  occurrences  which  now  took 
place.  Three  regiments  were  sent  up  the  acclivity  and  gained  the 
crest  with  a loss  of  a few  killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant  Oliver 
indeed  heard  but  a very  few  shots,  hardly  any.  He  heard  perhaps 
not  as  many  shots  as  we  had  men  killed  and  wounded.  It  is  in  keep- 
ing with  his  other  statements  about  details. 

But  he  testifies,  also,  that  he  left  very  soon  after  he  had  given  me 
the  order,  and  went  back  to  General  Hooker  to  report  to  him.  When 
he  left,  part  of  the  brigade  was  still  in  the  road.  If  the  firing  had 
really  been  as  he  describes  it.  Generals  Hooker  and  Butterfield,  who 
were  behind  me  at  a considerable  distance,  would  hardly  have  no- 
ticed it.  My  situation  was  now  as  follows : Knowing  that  Lieuten- 
ant Oliver,  General  Hooker’s  aide,  had  gone  back  to  General  Hooker, 
and  having  informed  him  of  the  circumstance  that  after  taking  the 
hill  I had  no  troops  to  send  to  Geary,  as  the  balance  of  my  command 
was  kept  back,  I was  justified  in  expecting  that  Lieutenant  Oliver 
would  give  General  Hooker  a true  and  complete  report  of  what  had 
happened,  for  that  is  one  of  the  duties  of  a staff  officer.  If,  then, 
anything  was  found  to  be  wrong,  or  not  in  accordance  with  General 
Hooker’s  views,  I had  a right  to  expect  that  General  Hooker  would 
correct  the  mistake  by  sending  me  further  orders,  for  Lieutenant 
Oliver,  having  just  left  me,  he  knew  well  where  I was. 

Meanwhile,  being  ordered  to  occupy  the  hill,  the  importance  of 
which  consisted  in  its  commanding  one  of  the  few  passes  leading 
through  that  chain  of  ridges,  we  proceeded  to  do  it  as  it  ought  to  be 
done.  When  we  had  obtained  possession  of  the  crest,  the  troops  were 
properly  put  in  position.  Such  parts  of  the  line  as  were  loose  and 
weak  had  to  be  strengthened,  connections  established,  [and]  a reserve 
placed  in  a suitable  location.  The  wounded  were  carried  to  the  rear; 
patrols  were  dispatched  to  explore  the  ground  in  our  front  and  [on] 
our  flanks;  the  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward.  It  was  reported 
by  an  officer  that  he  had  seen  something  like  a column  passing  to 
our  right.  Patrols  were  sent  in  that  direction  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  the  statement.  The  completion  of  such  arrangements  will,  under 
all  circumstances,  take  some  time,  especially  in  the  night,  and  on 
uneven  and  densely  wooded  ground,  where  nothing  can  be  discerned 
with  certainty,  even  at  a moderate  distance.  During  that  time  Lieu- 
tenant Oliver  might  well  have  reported  to  General  Hooker.  General 
Hooker  might  well  have  taken  things  into  consideration,  and  sent  me 
new  orders  if  anything  was  not  in  accordance  with  his  views.  I re- 
ceived no  further  orders. 
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The  firing  had,  meanwhile,  ceased  at  all  points,  except  a few  strag- 
gling shots  here  and  there,  such  as  skirmishers  will  lire  at  random 
in  or  after  a night  engagement,  and  I was  justified  in  supposing  that 
everything  was  as  desired,  so  I went  hack  in  order  to  see  what  had 
happened  there.  I found  General  Hooker  in  the  midst  of  my  two 
brigades,  which  had  been  stopped  on  the  way  when  following  me. 
Our  conversation  was  of  a singular  nature.  As  the  testimony  indi- 
cates, he  showed  his  dissatisfaction  with  my  not  pushing  through  to 
Geary.  I replied  that  I had  received  his  positive  order,  through  one 
of  his  own  staff  oificers,  to  occupy  the  hill  near  the  railroad  gap  with 
one  brigade,  and  that  the  only  brigade  with  me  thus  being  disposed 
of,  I had  no  troops  to  push  through  to  Geary.  He  observed  that  he 
himself  had  given  me  the  order  to  push  through  to  Geary  two  hours 
ago,  and  ordered  me  to  do  so  now.  I asked  whether  I might  now 
have  the  brigades  which  had  been  kept  back,  and  upon  his  reply  that 
I might  take  them,  I marched  off. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  conversation  according  to  the  evi- 
dence. One  of  the  witnesses  who  reports  it  gives  it  also  as  his  im- 
pression that  General  Hooker,  from  what  he  said,  seemed  to  disown 
the  order  delivered  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Oliver.  Taking  this  as  ab- 
solutely correct,  we  would  be  forced  to  one  of  two  conclusions,  either 
General  Hooker  had  really  not  given  the  order — but  that  is  impossi- 
ble, as  he  afterward  so  repeatedly  and  emphatically  declared  that  he 
did  give  it — or  General  Hooker  had  led  me  into  a snare  by  first  giv- 
ing me  an  order  and  then  disowning  it,  a supposition  as  unreasona- 
ble as  it  would  be  unworthy.  Lieutenant  Oliver,  who  also  listened 
to  the  conversation,  gives  it  as  his  impression  that  General  Hooker 
supposed  I had  another  brigade  with  me  aside  of  Tyndale’s.  Accord- 
ing to  him,  therefore.  General  Hooker  must  have  thought  that  in  some 
manner  some  of  my  troops  must  be  possessed  of  ubiquity. 

But  Lieutenant  Oliver  well  knew  this  supposition  to  be  erroneous. 
According  to  his  own  testimony,  I had  informed  him  at  the  foot  of 
the  Tyndale  Hill  that  my  other  brigades  were  held  back,  and  that  if 
I occupied  the  hill  with  one  brigade  I could  not  re-enforce  Geary, 
as  I had  nothing  in  hand  to  do  it  with.  But  he  testifies,  also,  that, 
when  reporting  to  General  Hooker  the  taking  of  Tyndale’s  Hill,  he 
said  nothing  to  him  of  my^  having  only  that  one  brigade  in  hand.  I 
had  been  careful  to  give  him  all  the  information  that  was  important. 
There  my  duty  ended  and  his  commenced.  That  he  did  not  commu- 
nicate the  whole  of  that  information  to  his  chief  is  a thing  which  I 
have  not  to  answer  for.  My  responsibility  does  not  extend  to  Gen- 
eral Hooker’s  staff.  But  aside  of  all  this,  how  it  was  possible  for 
General  Hooker  to  suppose  that  I had  more  than  one  brigade  with 
me  when  taking  the  Tyndale  Hill,  you  will  find  difficult  to  explain 
when  you  hear  and  consider  what  meanwhile  had  happened. 

_ Still,  as  the  question  whether  I or  somebody  else  bears  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  staying  behind  of  the  balance  of  my  command  seems 
to  be  the  point  upon  which  this  whole  matter  hinges,  I shall  return 
to  it  in  order  to  discuss  it  more  fully  after  having  sufficiently  eluci- 
dated the  rest  of  my  movements.  The  testimony  shows  that  as  soon 
as  I resumed  command  of  my  Second  and  Third  Brigades  I marched 
forward.  In  passing  I had  the  gap  between  Smith’s  and  Tyndale’s 
Hills  hastily  reconnoitered,  and  ascertained  that  it  was  not  held  by 
any  troops.  This  is  the  gap  through  which  the  main  Chattanooga 
road  runs,  the  road  upon  which  a part  of  the  enemy’s  force  had  come 
into  the  valley.  I ordered  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  to  take  position  on 
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this  important  tlioronglifare  'vvitli  a portion  of  his  "brigade,  which 
was  decimated  by  picket  and  other  details,  wliile  another  portion 
was  directed  to  join  Colonel  Hecker  in  marching  to  Geary.  Arrived 
at  Tyndale’s  Hill,  Hecker’s  brigade  was  ordered  to  halt  a little 
while,  for  the  purpose  of  awaiting  the  re-enforcement,  which  arrived 
promptly.  A regiment  was  thrown  forward  into  the  gorge  through 
which  the  railroad  runs,  and  as  soon  as  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
first  Hew  York,  the  strongest  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade,  had 
closed  upon  Hecker’s  column,  Hecker  was  ordered  to  march  forward 
bo  Geary.  He  executed  the  order  vdthout  delay.  The  ground  be- 
tween Tyndale’s  Hill  and  W auhatchie  was  mostly  covered  with  thick 
woods  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  The  column  marched  in  a forma- 
tion, which  is  proper  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  front  and  flanks 
well  covered  with  skirmishers.  It  arrived  at  Geary’s  position  about 
5 o’clock,  and  we  are  told  that  Geary  met  Hecker  at  5.30.  The  day 
was  just  breaking.  . 

Here  I wish  to  say  a word  about  the  estimates  of  time  occurring 
in  the  testimony.  It  must  have  struck  you  that  these  estimates,  as 
given  by  the  witnesses,  are  exceedingly  uncertain  and  contradictory. 
Hardly  anybody  looked  at  his  watch.  An  interval  between  two 
occurrences,  which  seemed  to  General  Hooker  nearly  two  hours, 
seemed  to  General  Butterfield  about  five  minutes.  I abstain  through- 
out from  referring  to  the  testimony  of  the  latter  because  his  recol- 
lection has  evidently  lost  the  thread  of  events.  An  interval  of  time 
appeared  to  an  individual  longer  or  shorter,  as  his  attention  was 
more  or  less  engaged,  or  his  mind  possessed  of  greater  or  less  anxiety. 
Thus  the  duration  of  the  stay  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  at 
the  cross-roads  is  evidently  underestimated  by  most  if  not  all  our 
witnesses. 

About  the  time  occupied  by  the  movement  from  the  cross-roads  to 
Geary  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  very  precise  data.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Meysenburg  met  the  column  at  the  marshy  run  about 
250  to  300  yards  from  the  cross-roads.  He  looked  at  his  watch  it 
was  about  4.30.  There  the  troops  had  to  undouble  files,  which  in- 
evitably delays  the  march  of  a column  a little.  From  that  place  to 
"Wauhatchie  the  distance  is  not  far  from  2 miles.  Taking  into 
consideration  that  a little  time  may  have  elapsed  between  Colonel 
Hecker’s  arrival  at  "Wauhatchie  and  his  meeting  with  Geary,  it  may 
be  concluded  with  reasonable  certainty  that  his  ^ whole  march  from 
the  cross-roads  to  Wauhatchie,  a march  with  skirmishers  and  flank- 
ers through  a wooded  country  and  over  muddy  roads,  occupied,  in- 
clusive of  all  delays,  not  over  forty-five  minutes,  probably  less.  It 
is  proved  that  this  brigade  never  lost  its  way  or  became  involved  in 
a swamp,  and  nobody  alleged  so.  This,  I submit,  was  as  quick  a 
night  march  as  anybody  could  desire ; certainly  as  quick  as  anybody 
could  execute.  That  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  reported  to  Geary  much 
later  is  very  natural.  I had  placed  him  with  a fraction  of  his  brigade 
into  the  gap,  while  a large  portion  of  his  command  went  to  Geary 
with  Colonel  Hecker.  That  this  measure  was  approved  and  adopted 
by  my  superiors  in  command  is  easily  shown.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meysenburg,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  tes- 
tifies that  I was  ordered  to  send  re-enforcements  to  Hecker,  which  I 
had  already  done,  but  not  to  evacuate  the  gap,  even  if  I could  leave 
only  a small  force  in  it.  I had  directed  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  to 
stay  there  in  person,  because  I considered  the  position  important, 
and  because  it  was  held  by  fractions  of  several  regiments.  Lieuten- 
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ant-Colonel  Meysenbiirg  testifies  further  that  Colonel  Krzyzanov.^ski 
was  ordered  at  7 o’clock  to  join  Geary  with  the  rest  of  his  coninnnui. 
Thus  I acted  under  orders.  This  accounts  suflicieiitlv  for  the  time 
of  Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  arrival  at  Wauhatcliie.  With  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  movements  were  executed,  nobody  that  1 know 
found  fault,  and  I would  not  have  dwelled  ux)on  these  matters  at 
such  length  had  not  the  prosecution  shown  some  disposition  to  shift 
from  the  censure  contained  in  General  Hooker’s  report  upon  a 
new  ground,  in  order  to  detect  by  minute  microscopic  research  per- 
haps a little  flaw  in  those  of  my  proceedings  which  had  not  yet  been 
blamed. 

In  General  Hooker’s  report  the  brigade  dispatched  to  the  relief  of 
Geary  is  blamed  for  not  having  arrived  there  until  long  after  the 
fight  had  ended.  This  cannot  apply  to  the  movements  just  described, 
for  it  is  proved  that  when  Hecker  was  ordered  forward  from  the 
cross-roads,  the  fight  at  Wauhatchie  had  long  been  over.  To  blame 
him  for  not  arriving  there  before  the  fight  was  over,  when  it  was  al- 
ready over  before  he  started,  would  have  been  an  absurdity.  The 
occurrence  which  called  forth  the  censure,  must  have  happened  pre- 
vious to  the  last  movements.  The  report  itself,  together  with  Gen- 
eral Hooker’s  letter  and  testimony,  establishes  the  point  beyond  con- 
troversy. The  report  says : 

Directions  were  immediately  given  for  one  of  the  brigades  en  route  to  Geaiy 
(Tyndale’s)  to  be  detached  and  assault  the  enemy  in  the  hills  on  the  left,  and  the  other 
brigade  to  push  on  as  ordered. 

A brigade  was  to  push  on  to  Geary,  while  Tyndale’s  brigade  took 
possession  of  the  hills  on  the  left.  Why  did  it  not  push  on  ? He 
who  is  clear  of  the  responsibility  for  this  failure  to  push  on  ought  to 
be  clear  of  the  censure.  This  is  the  point,  and  the  only  point  "to  be 
decided.  ® 

I will  state  the  circumstances  which  occasioned  this  failure  strictly 
according  to  the  testimony  of  five  witnesses,  all  agreeing  on  the  main 
points.  Look  back  to  the  opening  scenes  of  the  action.  The  orders 
I had  given  before  leaving  our  encampment  at  the  head  of  the  First 
Brigade  were  correctly  carried  out.  The  brigades  marched  forward 
on  the  road  to  Wauhatchie,  the  Second  following  the  First,  and  Col- 
onel Hecker, with  the  Third,  following  the  Second,  but,  impatient  to 
get  on,  pressing  alongside  where  the  ground  would  permit.  After 
marching  nearly  three-quarters  of  a mile  the  Second  Brigade  suddenly 
stops.  Hecker,  still  more  impatient,  sends  one  of  his  aides  forward  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay.  The  aide  returns  with  the  informa- 
tion that  he  had  seen  one  of  the  staff  officers  of  the  Second  Brigade,  who 
had  told  him  that  the  Second  Brigade  had  just  received  orders  to  halt. 
Colonel  Hecker  replies,  I have  received  no  orders  to  halt,  and  I 
shall  march  on.”  So  he  marches  his  column  by  the  Second  Brigade 
and  continues  on  the  road  to  Wauhatchie.  He  has  hardly  advanced 
beyond  the  Second  Brigade  when  he  meets  Major  Howard,  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps  staff,  on  the  road.  Major  Howard  tells  him  to  halt 
his  troops  at  the  cross-road,  one  branch  of  which  leads  up  to  the 
hill  on  the  left,  now  known  as  Smith’s  Hill.  This  is  done.  Major 
Howard  perceives  General  Hooker  near  the  spot,  and  referring  the 
colonel  to  the  general,  says,  “ Here  is  General  Hooker  himself.” 
General  Hooker  recognizes  the  colonel,  with  whom  he  is  evidently 
acquainted.  In  reply  to  General  Hooker’s  questions  the  colonel  in- 
forms him  that  the  troops  halting  there  are  the  Third  Brigade,  Third 
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Division,  and  that  he  is  halting  in  consequence  of  an  order  received 
through  Major  Howard.  The  general  asks  where  General  Schurz 

is,  and  Colonel  Hecker  replies  : ‘‘In  the  front ; one  of  his  aides  was 
just  brought  by  here  wounded.” 

The  general  inquires  about  the  other  troops  or  the  other  brigade, 
and  Colonel  Hecker  points  out  to  him  the  Second  Brigade  of  my  di- 
vision standing  immediately  on  his  left,  and  mentions  even  the  name 
of  its  commander.  Colonel  Krzyzanowski.  General  Hooker  then  in- 
structs Colonel  Hecker  to  form  his  brigade  in  such  a manner  as  to 
be  able  to  face  toward  the  hill  or  toward  the  valley,  as  necessity 
might  require.  Then,  saying  to  Colonel  Hecker,  “You  stay  here,” 
General  Hooker  rides  over  to  the  Second  Brigade,  immediately  in 
front  of  which  he  remains  a considerable  time.  According  to  Gen- 
eral Hooker’s  direction  Hecker  staid.  For  this  we  have  the  testi- 
mony of  Major  Howard,  Captain  Greenhut,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral of  the  Third  Brigade,  Lieutenant  Mueller,  and  Lieutenant  Kra- 
mer, aides  of  Colonel  Hecker,  and  Colonel  Hecker  himself.  This 
conversation  being  an  important  matter,  the  testimony  must  be  ex- 
amined with  greater  care.  Major  Howard,  when  as  a witness  before 
you,  must  have  made  upon  you  the  impression  of’  a man  who  is  care- 
ful and  conscientious  in  his  statements.  He  produces  as  facts  only 
what  he  knows  with  absolute  certainty;  most  of  his  recollections  of 
what  happened  during  a night  of  battle  three  months  ago,  he  gives 
as  impressions  more  or  less  distinct  and  reliable. 

The  testimony  of  a witness  so  conscientious  can  be  taken  at  a 
valuation  rather  above  than  below  that  which  he  himself  puts  upon 

it.  He  states  that  he  found  Colonel  Hecker  marching,  and  admits 
it  is  not  only  possible,  but  probable,  that  he  told  Colonel  Hecker  to 
stop  at  the  cross-roads.  He  tells  us  that  before  he  did  so  he  had 
b«en  with  General  Hooker  and  staif,  informing  them  of  Colonel 
Hecker’s  arrival,  and  that  he  heard  General  Hooker  or  General 
Butterfield  say  that  the  troops  might  be  halted  at  the  cross-roads. 
He  further  gives  it  as  his  impression  that  he  heard  General  Hooker 
or  General  Butterfield  instruct  Colonel  Hecker  to  form  his  brigade 
so  as  to  be  able  to  make  front  toward  the  valley,  as  well  as  toward 
the  hills.  By  the  corroborative  testimony  of  three  other  witnesses. 
Colonel  Hecker,  Captain  Greenhut,  and  Lieutenant  Kramer,  this 
point  is  established  as  absolute  certainty. 

The  testimony  of  Colonel  Hecker  himself  is  so  clear,  distinct,  and 
positive  that  nobody  who  knows  the  man  will  breathe  a doubt 
against  it.  That  of  Captain  Greenhut  and  Lieutenant  Kramer 
concurs  with  it  in  almost  every  particular.  All  three  testify  that 
Colonel  Hecker  was  halted  by  Major  Howard,  and  that  General 
Hooker  was  informed  by  the  colonel  of  the  presence  of  my  Second 
Brigade.  All  three  testify  to  the  instructions  given  by  the  general 
to  Colonel  Hecker,  and  all  three  testify  to  the  words  pronounced  by 
General  Hooker  when  he  rode  away,  “You  stay  here.” 

This  would  seem  sufficient  to  account  for  the  Third  Brigade.  Col- 
onel Hecker’s  case  is  as  clear  as  sunlight.  He  acted  under  my  orders 
when  he  marched  toward  Wauhatchie;  he  acted  under  General 
Hooker’s  orders  when  he  staid  at  the  cross-roads.  As  to  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  its  commander,  as  weljl  as  all 
its  staff  officers,  without  exception,  are  absent  with  the  furloughed 
veteran  regiments.  I am,  therefore,  unable  to  produce  them  per- 
sonally as  witnesses.  But  if  circumstantial  evidence  can  prove 
anything,  it  proves  in  this  case  that  an  agency  similar  to  that  which 
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stopped  the  Third  Brigade  on  its  march  toward  Wauhatchie  stopped 
the  Second  also. 

Recall  to  your  minds  the  following  facts,  proved  by  the  testimony 
before  you : The  Second  and  Third  Brigades  are  pressing  forward 
on  their  march  toward  Wauhatchie;  the  Second  Brigade  suddenly 
stops,  and,  upon  inquiry,  Captain  Greenhut  is  informed  by  a mem- 
ber of  the  Second  Brigade  staff  that  the  Second  Brigade  has  received 
orders  to  halt  there.  The  Third  Brigade  still  presses  forvrard,  but 
has  hardly  passed  by  the  Second  when  it  is  halted  also.  It  forms  in 
line  of  battle,  fronting  toward  the  hills,  and  General  Hooker  in- 
structs its  commander  to  form  his  troops  in  such  a manner  as  to  be 
able  to  change  front  toward  the  valley.  The  Second  Brigade  is 
pointed  out  to  General  Hooker.  He  rides  toward  it  and  halts  there, 
and  immediately  afterward  it  is  noticed  that  the  Second  Brigade  is 
formed  front  toward  the  valley.  General  Hooker  remains  in  front 
of  the  Second  Brigade  a considerable  time.  That  brigade  is,  of  all 
troops,  nearest  to  him.  Orders  are  carried  to  that  brigade  by  one 
of  General  Hooker’s  aides ; and  when  it  is  found  out  that  the  orders 
sending  the  Second  Brigade  to  Chattanooga  arose  from  a mistake, 
the  brigade  is  directed  to  resume  its  old  position. 

While  this  is  going  on  I am  near  Tyndale’s  Hill.  hTotice  is 
brought  to  me,  through  a staff  officer  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  that 
the  Third  Brigade  is  stopped  near  Smith’s  Hill,  and  under  instruc- 
tions from  General  Hooker.  Almost  at  the  same  time  notice  is 
brought  to  me  by  a staff  officer  of  the  Second  Brigade  that  the 
Second  Brigade  is  also  stopped  near  Smith’s  Hill  and  under  orders 
to  go  to  Chattanooga.  Can  these  coincidences  be  accidental  ? They 
speak  for  themselves.  Nor  is  this  at  all  strange.  Consider  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  these  things  happened  and  you  will  find  an 
easy  explanation.  At  first  there  was  no  firing,  except  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Wauhatchie.  The  attention  of  everybody  was  fixed  upon 
that  iDoint.  My  troops  are  hurried  forward  to  the  assistance  of 
Geary.  Suddenly,  while  my  column  is  marching’  along,  a volley 
is  thrown  upon  it  from  the  hills  on  the  left.  All  at  once  it  is  dis- 
covered that  this  range  of  hills  is  occupied  by  the  enemy.  This 
changes  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs.  It  is  not  foreseen  in  the  orig- 
inal program.  ^ The  effect  of  this  discovery  must  be  startling.  Gen- 
eral Hooker  himself  says  in  his  testimony  : 

When  the  first  fire  was  given,  from  the  hills  on  the  left,  it  suggested  itself  to  me 
that  the  enemy  was  trying  to  get  between  me  and  Brown’s  Ferry. 

And  Captain  Greenhut  testifies  it  is  his  impression  to  have  heard 
General  Hooker  say  that  he  expected  the  enemy  to  break  through 
between  the  hills.  That  would  have  completely  altered  the  char- 
acter of  the  action.  The  principal  and  most  important  fight  would 
have  been,  not  at  Vv^auhatchie,  but  between  the  Chattanooga  road  and 
Brown’s  Ferry,  for  it  was  our  main  object  to  hold  the  road  between 
Kelley’s  Ferry  and  Brown’s  Ferry  open.  Now,  imagine  General 
Hooker  and  staff  on  the  very  scene  of  action,  with  such  apprehen- 
sions suddenly  springing  up  in  their  minds.  Is  it  not  possible,  nay, 
even  probable,  that  at  such  a moment  General  Hooker,  thinking  of 
the  new  danger,  and  considering  how  to  avert  it,  should  have 
dropped  the  words,  “These  troops  must  be  stopped  here,”  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect  ? Is  it  not  equally  probable  that  some  zealous 
staff  officer  should  have  taken  such  words  for  an  order,  and  hurried 
off  to  put  the  supposed  order  in  execution  ? Look  at  Ma  jor  How- 
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ard’s  case ; it  is  exactly  in  this  way  that  he  came  to  stop  Hecker, 
and  General  Hooker  confirmed  his  action  by  subsequent  instruc- 
tions of  his  own.  It  is  not  only  probable,  but  almost  certain  (at 
least  it  is  my  firm  belief)  that  the  Second  Brigade,  which  preceded 
Hecker’s,  was  stopped  in  a similar  manner.  General  Hooker’s  own 
instructions  to  Colonel  Hecker  to  be  prepared  for  a change  of  front 
can  be  explained  upon  no  other  theory  but  that  he  was  expecting  an 
attack.  And  the  staff  officers  no  doubt  acted  upon  the  inspirations 
of  their  chief.  All  this  was  perfectly  natural.  There  is  nothing 
surprising  in  it.  But  it  was  not  natural  that  General  Hooker  should 
have  expected  the  same  troops  which  were  held  at  the  cross-roads 
under  his  instructions,  and  with  his  knowledge,  should  at  the  same 
time  march  to  the  relief  of  Geary.  And  it  is  most  unnatural  that  he 
should  in  his  report  charge  a lack  of  courage  and  valor  upon  com- 
manders and  troops  because  they  stood  still  where  he,  with  his  own 
instructions  and  under  his  own  eyes,  had  held  them. 

It  is  true  General  Hooker’s  own  testimony,  although  by  some  un- 
guarded admissions  supporting  the  theory  upon  which  I explain 
these  occurrences,  partly  ignores,  partly  contradicts  some  of  the 
facts  upon  which  this  reasoning  is  founded.  I would  not  subject  his 
depositions  on  oath  to  a scrutiny  were  it  not  a duty  I owe  to  myself 
and  I owe  to  my  companions.  That  duty  I perform  with  regret  and 
reluctance,  for  when  I look  upon  General  Hooker’s  sworn  testimony 
as  it  stands  there,  unsupported  by  any  other  evidence,  in  conflict 
with  the  testimony  of  almost  every  other  witness,  his  own  aides 
included,  in  conflict  even,  with  itself,  it  is  to  me  a subject  of  painful 
contemplation.  As  he  informs  us,  Colonel  Hecker  told  him  that  he 
was  in  his  position  by  order  of  General  Howard.  Colonel  Hecker 
asseverates  that  lie  said  Major  Howard,  but  General  Hooker  may 
have  misunderstood  him.  This  misunderstanding,  however,  is  of 
very  little  moment.  General  Hooker  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  he  may 
have  said  to  Colonel  Hecker  to  wait  there  for  further  orders  from 
General  Howard.  General  Hooker  tells  us  also  that  he  had  advised 
General  Howard  of  the  orders  given  to  me  to  double-quick  my  di- 
vision to  the  relief  of  Geary.  And  then  he  supposed  that  General 
Howard,  after  having  been  advised  of  that  order,  had  stopped  the 
troops  on  the  way.  Indeed,  does  General  Hooker  not  know  that 
General  Howard  was  my  immediate  commander,  and  that  his  orders 
were  superior  to  mine  ? If  General  Hooker  really  was  under  the 
impression  that  General  Howard  had  stopped  the  troops  which,  by 
my  orders,  were  marching  toward  Geary,  and  that  these  troops,  after 
having  been  so  stopped  by  General  Howard,  were  left  waiting  for 
General  Howard’s  further  orders,  and  waiting  in  vain — if  that  was 
really  General  Hooker’s  impression,  how  in  the  name  of  common 
sense  then  could  he  blame  me  or  my  troops  for  a delay,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  was  owing  to  the  orders,  or  to  a neglect  of  General 
Howard,  my  commander  ? 

Either  General  Hooker  did  not  believe  that  General  Howard  had 
ordered  these  troops  to  stop,  or,  by  blaming  me  and  my  command, 
he  committed  the  most  unaccountable  injustice,  an  injustice  for 
which  even  the  cheap  pretense  of  a misapprehension  cannot  serve 
as  an  excuse.  Ho  ; this  will  not  answer.  It  is  well  enough  estab- 
lished that  General  Howard  gave  no  orders  to  halt.  He  had,  indeed, 
a far  different  idea  of  a double-quick  movement.  Instead  of  halting 
troops  on  the  way,  troops  whose  commanders  were  impatient  to  get 
on,  he  was  with  me  and  General  Tyndale  at  the  head  of  the  column 
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in  march,  making  every  exertion  to  accelerate  its  progress.  It  is 
also  well  enough  established  by  the  instructions  given  to  Hecker 
that  General  Hooker  thought  very  little  of  Howard  or  of  Geary  at 
that  time.  Such  instructions  are  given  only  in  expectation  of  an 
attack ; they  mean  preparation  for  defense  on  the  spot,  and  not 
preparation  for  a double-quick  movement.  In  this  attitude  the  bri- 
gades remained  there  for  a considerable  time,  in  General  Hooker’s 
immediate  vicinity,  under  his  very  eyes,  within  the  reach  of  his 
voice,  and  he  did  not  stir  them.  If  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  the  troops  were  waiting  for  orders  to  march  forward,  why  did 
he  not  give  the  orders  ? If  in  his  opinion  there  was  a mistake,  why 
did  he  not  correct  the  mistake  ? Is  it  not  one  of  the  principal  priv- 
ileges and  duties  of  a commander  to  correct  the  mistakes  of  his 
subordinates  ? 

But,  then.  General  Hooker  indulges  in  statements  still  more  seri- 
ous and  still  more  untenable.  He  declares  in  his  testimony,  and 
declares  with  emphasis,  that  he  gave  no  orders  at  all  to  brigades. 
It  is  sworn  to  by  four  witnesses — by  Colonel  Hecker,  Major  Howard, 
Captain  Greenhut,  and  Lieutenant  Kramer — that  he  gave  the  com- 
mander of  my  Third  Brigade,  not  only  orders,  but  the  very  explicit 
instructions  above  mentioned.  With  due  respect  to  General  Hooker, 
the  concurring  testimony  of  these  four  witnesses  admits  of  no  doubt. 

Again,  General  Hooker  declares  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
presence  of  my  Second  Brigade  on  that  part  of  the  field.  Is  it  pos- 
sible ? Three  witnesses — Colonel  Hecker,  Captain  Greenhut,  and 
Lieutenant  Kramer — testify  that  he  was  not  only  informed  of  its 
presence,  but  that  Colonel  Hecker,  in  his  own  emphatic  and  demon- 
strative manner,  which  admits  of  no  mistake,  pointed  it  out  to  him 
as  standing  immediately  on  their  left.  Even  the  name  of  its  com- 
mander, Colonel  Krzyzanowski,  was  pronounced,  and  that  is  a name 
which  cannot  well  be  mistaken  for  any  other.  It  is  further  proved 
that  General  Hooker,  as  soon  as  their  conversation  was  conmuded, 
rode  over  to  the  Second  Brigade,  and  remained  there.  One  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker’s  own  aides  testifies  that  he  carried  orders  to  that  bri- 
gade ; that  the  brigade  was  of  all  troops  nearest  to  the  place  where 
General  Hooker  stood,  and  that  he  presumes  General  Hooker  must 
have  been  aware  of  its  being  there,  as  it  was  so  near  him.  Lastly, 
Lieutenant  Weigel  states  that  when,  after  the  taking  of  Tyndale’s 
Hill,  he,  with  me,  met  General  Hooker,  the  commander  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  Colonel  Krzyzanowski,  was  in  General  Hooker’s  imme- 
diate presence.  And  General  Hooker  was  ignorant  of  all  this  ! 

Lastly,  General  Hooker  declares,  that  had  he  known  anything  of 
the  presence  of  my  Second  Brigade,  on  that  part  of  the  field,  or  had 
he  known  that  I was  forward  with  only  one  brigade,  he  would  have 
ordered  Colonel  Hecker  instantly  to  march  to  Wauhatchie.  This 
indeed  he  might  have  been  expected  to  do,  if  he  really  wanted  one  of 
my  brigades  to  occupy  the  Tyndale  Hill,  and  another  to  push  through 
to  Geary.  Kow  mark  what  he  did  do.  It  is  proved  by  three  wit- 
nesses that  immediately  after  the  Second  Brigade  had  been  bodily 
])ointed  out  to  him,  he  gave  Colonel  Hecker  instructions  how  to  form, 
and  then  left  him  with  the  words,  “You  stay  here.” 

But  to  cap  the  climax,  he  says  himself  he  was  not  positive  whether 
he  knew  that  I had  more  than  two  brigades  in  all.  He  thinks  he 
must  have  known  it  or  ought  to  have  known  it,  as  he  had  marched 
with  us  from  Bridgeport  to  Lookout  Valley,  but  he  was  not  positive. 
Every  candid  mind  will  conclude  from  his  rei^ort,  that  he  did  not 
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know  it,  for  lie  speaks  only  of  Tyndale’s  and  ^‘tke  other  brigade.’* 
And  then,  not  being  positive  v>rhether  I had  more  than  two  brigades 
in  all,  he  tells  ns  that  he  kept  one  of  my  brigades  back,  thinking 
that  two  of  my  brigades  were  in  advance. 

Here  my  willingness  to  furnish  an  explanation  is  at  a loss.  There 
is  no  theory  upon  which  I can  reconcile  his  acts  with  his  declarations. 
This  testimony  in  its  relation  to  the  facts  as  proved  by  all  the  other 
witnesses  is  to  me  a puzzle.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  suppose  that 
General  Hooker  did  not  know  the  brigades  to  be  there,  for  if  he  had 
eyes  to  see,  ears  to  hear,  and  a mind  to  understand,  he  must  have 
been  aware  of  their  presence.  But  it  is  almost  equally  impossible  to 
suppose  that  he  did  know  them  to  be  there,  for  how  strange  is  it, 
how  can  it  be  explained,  that  he  did  not  send  them  forward,  if  he 
wanted  to  have  Tyndale’s  Hill  occupied  and  Geary  re-enforced  at  the 
same  time,  and  above  all,  how  can  his  report  be  accounted  for?  I am 
irresistibly  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  either  General  Hooker  did 
not  clearly  fix  his  mind  upon  what  he  saw,  heard,  said,  and  did  during 
the  night  of  the  engagement,  or  that  he  did  not  clearly  fix  his  mind 
upon  what  he  remembered  and  wrote  at  the  time  of  'composing  his 
report. 

Now  let  me  sum  up  the  facts  as  they  are  established  by  the  evi- 
dence. 

It  is  proved  that  immediately  upon  receipt  of  orders,  I hurried 
forward  at  the  head  of  my  First  Brigade,  after  having  directed  my 
Second  and  Third  Brigades  to  follow. 

It  is  proved  that  my  orders  to  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  were 
correctly  delivered  and  correctly  executed.  They  did  follow  me. 

It  is  proved  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  my  column  oppo- 
site Tyndale’s  Hill  I received  official  notice  of  the  detention  of  my 
Second  and  Third  Brigades,  by  orders  and  instructions  coming  from 
General  Hooker. 

It  is  proved  that  these  notices  were  brought  by  staff  officers  whose 
business  it  is  to  carry  such  information,  and  that,  therefore,  I was 
justified  in  considering  it  as  reliable,  which,  as  the  evidence  shows, 
it  was. 

It  is  proved  that  at  the  same  time  I received,  through  one  of  Gen- 
eral Flooker’s  aides,  an  order  to  take  and  occupy  the  hill  now  known 
as  Tyndale’s  with  one  brigade. 

It  is  proved  by  the  aide  who  brought  the  order  that  I duly  in- 
formed him  of  my  having  but  one  brigade  in  hand,  and  of  the  im- 
possibility of  re-enforcing  Geary  if  that  one  brigade  was  employed 
in  occupying  the  hill. 

It  is  proved  that  the  order  was  repeated,  and  that  it  was  a positive 
and  direct  order.  That  it  was  General  Hooker’s  order  is  proved  by 
General  Hooker  himself  in  his  report,  in  his  letter,  and  in  his  testi- 
mony. It  is  proved  by  General  Hooker,  also,  that  I did  right  in  exe- 
cuting it ; in  his  own  words,  the  order  was  “duly  executed.” 

It  is  proved  that  all  these  movements  were  executed  with  all  pos- 
sible speed,  and  that  the  troops  could  not  have  moved  quicker  on 
the  ground  as  it  then  was. 

So  much  for  the  first  act  of  the  dram.a.  Now  to  the  second.  Gen- 
eral Hooker  swears  to  his  report.  While  Tyndale’s  brigade  was 
directed  to  take  the  hill  on  the  left,  “the  other  brigade  was  to  push 
on  as  ordered.”  This  brigade  is  censured  for  not  having  arrived  at 
Geary’s  until  long  after  the  fight  had  ended,  while,  as  the  report 
says,  it  had  been  “dispatched  to  the  relief  of  Gentry  by  orders  de- 
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livered  in  person  to  its  division  commander.”  Here  is  tlie  censure, 
and  here  is  the  question  to  be  decided.  Why  did  not  the  other 
brigade  push  on,  and  why  did  it  arrive  long  after  the  fight  had  ended  ? 

It  is  proved  that  my  Second  and  Third  Brigades  followed  the  First 
in  the  direction  of  Wauhatchie  according  to  my  orders. 

It  is  proved  that  after  having  marched  a certain  distance  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  was  suddenly  stopped  on  the  road,  and  that  the  Third 
marched  by  the  Second  in  the  direction  of  Wauhatchie,  according 
to  my  orders. 

It  is  proved  that  immediately  afterward  the  Third  Brigade  was 
halted  also,  and  received  special  instructions  from  General  Hooker 
himself. 

It  is  proved  that  General  Hooker’s  attention  was  directed  to  the 
Second  Brigade,  and  that  it  was  pointed  out  to  him,  and  that  he  re- 
mained with  it  a considerable  time. 

It  is  proved  that  both  brigades  remained  under  General  Hooker’s 
eyes  and  under  his  immediate  control. 

It  is  proved  that  I was  officially  notified  of  this  by  staff  officers. 

It  is  proved,  that  General  Hooker,  while  with  my  brigades,  did  not 
order  them  to  march  to  Geary. 

It  is  proved  that  when  I came  back  from  Tyndale’s  Hill,  the  com- 
mander of  my  Second  Brigade  was  found  in  General  Hooker’s  im- 
mediate presence. 

It  is  proved  that  as  soon  as  the  control  of  my  two  brigades  was 
restored  to  me,  Geary  was  re-enforced  with  all  possible  speed. 

It  is  proved  that  when  my  First  Brigade  arrived  near  Tyndale’s 
Hill,  the  firing  at  Wauhatchie  had  already  ceased,  so  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  even  for  that  column,  in  sijite  of  all  double- 
quick  movements,  to  arrive  there  before  the  end  of  the  fight. 

It  is  proved  that  when  Hecker  was  ordered  forward  from  the  cross- 
roads, the  fight  at  Wauhatchie  had  long  been  over;  it  would  have 
been  absurd,  therefore,  to  expect  him  to  arrive  there  before  it  was 
over. 

And  now  I ask  you  with  all  candor,  what  is  there  in  all  this  that 
I am,  or  that  my  troops  are,  to  blame  for  ? Where  is  the  non-com- 
pliance with  orders,  and  where  is  the  lack  of  courage  and  valor  ? 'No 
doubt  mistakes  were  committed,  but  the  question  is  whether  they 
were  my  mistakes.  It  may  have  been  a mistake  to  take  the  Tyndale 
Hill.  But,  if  so,  it  was  General  Hooker’s  mistake,  for  he  acknowl- 
edges to  have  given  the  order. 

^ It  may  have  been  a mistake  that  General  Hooker  was  not  imme- 
diately advised  of  the  impossibility  to  re-enforce  Geary  while  this 
order  was  executed.  But  most  certainly  it  was  not  my  mistake,  for 
I informed  General  Hooker’s  aide  explicitly  of  all  the  circumstances 
which  produced  that  impossibility.  What  more  had  I to  do  ? If 
that  aide,  when  he  reported  the  facts  to  General  Hooker,  did  not 
report  the  facts  fully,  as  his  duty  required,  am  I responsible  for 
General  Hooker’s  aides  ? 

It  may  have  been  a mistake  that  the  troops  were  stopped  at  the 
cross-roads.  But  it  was  certainly  not  my  mistake,  for  nobody,  I 
suppose,  thinks  that  I ordered  them  to  stop.  The  case  of  the  Third 
Brigade  is  clearly  enough  established,  and  as  for  the  Second,  how  was 
it  possible,  if  such  an  order  had  come  from  me,  that  one  of  the  bri- 
gade staff  officers  should  report  to  me  its  detention  by  orders  coming 
from  General  Hooker  ? 

If  the  stopping  of  the  troops  was  a mere  mistake,  it  is  to  be  re- 
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gretted  that  it  was  not  at  once  rectified.  But  that  mistake  happened 
under  General  Hooker’s  very  eyes ; he,  by  giving  instructions,  par- 
ticipated in  it,  and  of  all  men  in  the  world,  he  was  the  man  to  remedy 
it.  I did  all  I could  to  direct  his  attention  to  it  by  giving  his  aide 
all  the  information  that  was  necessary.  I will  stretch  self-criticism 
to  the  utmost  limit,  and  say  that  I might  have  gone  back  when  I 
heard  that  my  troops  were  stopped  at  the  cross-roads.  But,  being 
informed  by  responsible  staff  officers  that  the  two  brigades  were  un- 
der General  Hooker’s  immediate  control,  had  I not  to  suppose  that 
General  Hooker  knew  what  he  was  doing  and  what  he  wanted  them 
for  ? Besides,  I had  communicated  to  General  Hooker’s  aide  all 
that  was  important.  That  aide  went  back  to  report  to  his  chief.  If 
anything  was  wrong,  General  Hooker,  by  his  aide,  knew  where  I 
was  and  could  advise  me.  Receiving  no  further  orders  I was  justi- 
fied in  believing  that  all  was  right.  So  I remained  where  I consid- 
ered my  presence  most  desirable.  That  General  Hooker  meanwhile 
lield  my  two  brigades  where  he  did  not  v*^ant  them,  is  that  my  mis- 
take ? 

Whatever  way  you  may  turn  and  twist  the  occurrences  of  that 
night,  you  will  always  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  mistakes 
committed  were  not  my  mistakes,  and  that  of  all  persons  that  might 
be  blamed,  my  troops  and  their  commander  were  the  very  last.  I 
think  I could  make  even  General  Hooker  feel  the  injustice  of  the  cen- 
sure contained  in  his  report.  What  would  he  have  thought  if,  at 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  his  corps  commanders  had 
received  from  Washington  direct  orders  to  remain  in  their  position 
near  United  States  Ford,  and  if  then,  in  General  Halleck’s  report, 
the  following  paragraph  occurred  : 

I regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  withhold  the  usual  com- 
mendation of  courage  and  valor  from  the  commander  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  who,  when  he  heard  that  General  Sedgwick  was 
engaged  with  the  enemy  near  Fredericksburg,  remained  with  the 
whole  army  quiet  and  inactive  in  his  intrenchments  at  Chancellors- 
ville, deaf  to  the  stirring  appeals  of  the  terrific  artillery  and  infantry 
fire  in  the  distance,  which  made  known  to  him  the  desperate  situa- 
tion of  his  imperiled  companions. 

Or,  another  case  in  point.  How  would  General  Hooker  feel  if,  on 
the  evening  of  our  arrival  at  Lookout  Valley,  the  commander  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps  had  received  from  General  Thomas  the  .direct  order 
to  camp  his  whole  force  near  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  if  then,  in  Gen- 
eral Thomas’  official  report,  the  following  passage  occurred  : 

I regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  except  in  my  general  com- 
mendation of  good  judgment  the  major-general  commanding  the 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps,  who,  after  having  marched  his  troops 
into  Lookout  Valley,  so  far  forgot  all  the  rules  of  ordinary  foresight 
and  caution  as  to  leave  a weak  detachment  isolated  at  W auhatchie, 
without  even  occupying  with  sufficient  forces  the  gaps  and  fords  and 
bridges  through  and  over  which  the  enemy  could  penetrate  into  the 
valley,  place  himself  between  the  two  camps,  and  overwhelm  the 
isolated  detachment  with  superior  numbers. 

How  would  General  Hooker  relish  that  ? But  if,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, such  a censure  would  not  be  considered  just,  what  must 
be  your  opinion  of  the  censure  in  General  Hooker’s  report  ? 

Although  the  parallels  are  striking,  I will  confess  that  the  circum- 
stances described  are  only  made  up  for  the  sake  of  argument,  for  I 
do  not  know  that  General  Halleck  in  the  first,  or  General  Thomas 
in  the  second  case,  gave  any  direct  orders  to  corps  commanders. 
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Before  closing,  I deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  one 
feature  of  this  business  which  has  an  important  bearing,  not  only 
upon  my  interests  but  upon  yours  and  upon  those  of  every  subordi- 
nate commander  in  the  army.  We  are  bound  by  the  iron  chains  of 
military  discipline.  The  superior  has  it  in  his  power  to  do  all  man- 
ner of  things  which  may  work  serious  injury  to  the  honor  and  repu- 
tation of  the  subordinate,  which  the  latter  is  but  seldom  at  liberty 
to  disprove  and  almost  never  able  to  resent.  The  greater,  in  this 
respect,  the  power  of  the  superior,  the  more  is  he  in  honor  and  con- 
science bound  to  use  his  power  with  the  utmost  carefulness  and  dis- 
crimination, for  the  honor  and  reputation  of  every  subordinate  offi- 
cer is  a sacred  trust  in  the  hands  of  the  superior  commander.  The 
most  formidable  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  latter  is  his  official  report 
of  campaigns  and  actions.  It  is  universally  received  as  documentary 
history,  as  the  purest  fountain  from  which  the  future  historian  can 
take  his  most  reliable  information.  Praise  and  censure  conveyed  in 
such  a report  is  generally  looked  upon  as  based  upon  irrefutable  evi- 
dence. And  it  ought  to  be.  Every  conscientious  commander  will 
therefore  consider  it  a sacred  duty  before  making  an  official  state- 
ment affecting  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a subordinate,  to  scru- 
tinize with  scrupulous  care  the  least  incident  connected  with  the  case, 
and  when  at  last,  after  weighing  every  circumstance,  he  has  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  his  duty  commands  him  to  pronounce  a cen- 
sure, he  will  again  well  weigh  every  word  he  says  so  as  to  be  per- 
fectly sure  that  he  does  not  say  too  much.  For  it  must  be  consid- 
ered that  public  opinion  is  generally  swayed  by  first  impressions,  and 
an  injury  once  done  can  but  rarely  be  repaired  by  a subsequent  mod- 
ification of  language. 

And  now  I invite  you  to  apply  this  criterion,  which  certainly  is 
a just  one,  to  the  report  of  General  Hooker.  That  it  is  severe  in  its 
reflections  on  a body  of  troops  nobody  will  deny.  By  solemnly  ex- 
cepting them  in  a general  commendation  of  courage  and  valor,  it 
stigmatizes  them  as  destitute  of  the  first  qualities  which  the  soldier 
is  proud  of.  That  the  report  is  a just  one,  who  will  after  this  inves- 
tigation assert  it?  I am  far  from  saying  that  General  Hooker 
knowingly  and  willfully  repoHed  what  was  false  ; his  position  ought 
to  exempt  him  from  the  suspicion  of  such  an  act.  I have  not  enter- 
tained that  suspicion  a moment,  but  what  excuse  is  there  for  his 
error  ? 

There  are  two  things  which  every  conscientious  man  will  be  care- 
ful to  guard  against.  The  first  is  saying  anything  to  the  prejudice 
of  another  which  he  knows  to  be  false,  and  the  other  is  saying  any- 
thing to  the  prejudice  of  another  which  he  does  not  positively  know 
to  be  true.  And  did  General  Hooker  positively  know  his  report  to 
be  true  and  just  ? He  could  not  know  to  be  just  what  is  proved  to 
be  unjust.  ^ But  would  it  have  been  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
truth  ? I lived  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  his  headquarters.  My 
brigade  commanders  were  all  within  call.  I saw  him  almost  every 
day,  and  a single  question  would  have  elicited  a satisfactory  expla- 
nation. The  question  was  not  asked.  Five  minutes’  conversation 
with  his  own  aides.  Lieutenant  Oliver  and  Captain  Hall,  would  have 
removed  the  error.  Was  the  error  so  dear  to  him  that  he  shielded  it 
with  silence  against  the  truth  ? But  to  me  it  is  a mystery  how  that 
error  could  stand  against  the  force  of  his  own  recollections.  Were 
they,  too,  shut  out  when  that  paragraph  was  penned  ? They  would, 
indeed,  have  ill-comported  with  the  sensational  dash  with  which  the 
verbiage  of  the  censure  is  flavored. 


200 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XMII. 


You  will  admit  that  this  is  not  the  way  in  which  troops  should 
be  declared  destitute  of  courage  and  valor;  troops  belonging  to 
a division  which  on  three  battle-fields  lost  far  more  killed  and 
wounded  than  it  counted  men  when  I was  put  in  command  and 
than  it  counts  men  to-day;  and  this  is  not  the  way  to  treat  an  officer, 
not  one  of  whose  subordinates  will  say  that  when  he  was  in  a place 
of  danger  his  general  was  not  with  him.  This  is  a levity  which 
would  not  be  admissible  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life,  much  less  in 
the  military  world,  where  every  question  of  honor  is  weighed  with 
scrupulous  nicety.  When  looking  at  this  most  strange  transaction, 
every  impartial  observer  will  ask  himself,  ‘‘What  can  have  been  the 
motive  of  this  ?”  If  the  battle  had  been  lost  we  might  have  found 
the  motive  in  the  desire  of  the  commander  to  throw  the  responsibil- 
ity upon  some  subordinate  whom  he  might  select  as  the  unfortunate 
victim  of  his  embarrassments.  This,  indeed,  would  not  be  noble  nor 
even  excusable,  yet  we  can  find  the  springs  of  such  actions  among 
the  ordinary  weaknesses  of  human  nature.  But  we  were  victorious ; 
the  results  of  the  action  were  uncommonly  gratifying,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Hooker  should  then  sit  down  and  coolly  endeavor  to  consign  a 
fellow-soldier  and  part  of  his  command  to  shame,  and  affectingly 
ornament  the  scene  with  the  fanciful  pyrotechnics  of  a terrific  in- 
fantry fire  flaming  around  imperiled  companions — for  that  I seek  the 
motive  in  vain. 

Every  candid  mind  will  admit  that  such  an  act  on  such  an  occa- 
sion can  have  been  called  forth  by  one  of  two  things  only:  either 
the  grossest  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  subordinate,  or  a morbid 
desire  to  blame  on  the  part  of  the  commander.  Public  and  official 
censures  under  such  circumstances  are  so  unusual  that  either  the 
provocation  must  be  enormous  or  the  ill-will  uncontrollable.  It  may 
be  asked  why  the  censure  in  the  report  is  so  ambiguous  as  to  admit 
of  an  application  to  some  brigade  of  mine  as  well  as  to  myself.  In 
my  public  life  I have  learned  to  understand  the  language  of  those 
who  want  to  hurt.  It  is  never  more  insidious  than  when  it  merely 
suggests  and  insinuates.  By  saying  little  that  is  positive,  and  say- 
ing that  little  obscurely,  it  opens  a wide  field  for  a malevolent  imag- 
ination. Just  enough  is  said  in  that  report  to  give  a hold  to  back- 
biting malignity,  which  now  may  point  to  an  official  document  as 
proof,  and  suggestively  add,  no  more  was  said  in  order  not  to  ruin 
him.  I appreciate  this  tenderness  as  v/ell  as  I fully  appreciate  the 
elaborate  flourish  of  language  with  which  the  greatness  of  the  dan- 
ger is  so  artistically,  so  touchingly,  and  yet  so  gratuitously,  contrasted 
with  the  tardiness  of  the  relief. 

Here  I will  stop.  I feel  that  I owe  you  an  apology  for  the  length 
and  sweep  of  my  remarks.  When  I entered  the  army  I left,  without 
regret,  a position  of  ease  and  splendor.  I might  have  led  a life  full 
of  honor  and  enjoyment  in  other  spheres  of  activity,  but  after  hav- 
ing co-operated  in  the  development  of  the  ideas  governing  this  coun- 
try, I desired  to  share  all  its  fortunes  to  the  last.  I entered  upon 
this  career  with  a heart  full  of  enthusiasm  and  readiness  for  self- 
sacrifice.  I have  been  quietly  endeavoring  to  do  my  duty,  with  zeal 
but  without  ostentation.  Knowing  what  material  glory  so  frequently 
is  made  of,  I did  not  crave  for  glory  but  for  justice.  Everybody  that 
knows  me  will  tell  you  that  here,  as  elsewhere,  I have  been  and  am 
the  most  forbearing  and  inoffensive  of  men.  And  even  in  this  case, 
I would  have  abstained  from  all  sharpness  of  criticism  had  I not,  by 
a series  of  occurrences,  been  tortured  into  the  conviction  that  at  last 
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I owed  it  to  myself  and  to  my  companions  to  array  on  one  occasion 
the  whole  truth  in  its  nakedness  against  official  and  private  obloquy. 

Since  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  the  first  time  that  I had  the 
honor  to  participate  in  an  engagement  under  General  Hooker’s  com- 
mand—since  that  time  wffien,  through  newspaper  articles,  dated  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I was  covered  with 
the  most  outrageous  slanders,  which,  although  easily  disproved  were 
as  easily  repeated — since  that  time  until  the  present  day,  I have  had 
to  suffer  so  much  from  the  busy  tongue  of  open  and  secret  malignity, 
that  even  my  well-tried  patience  was  rather  too  severely  tested. 
Under  the  pressure  of  military  discipline,  I held  out  quietly  and  in 
passive  silence.  At  last  an  official  statement  appears,  intended  to 
throw  disgrace  upon  me  and  part  of  my  command.  Upon  this  offi- 
cial statement  at  last  I can  put  my  finger,  and  you  will  not  blame 
me  if  I put  my  finger  upon  it  with  firmness  and^  energy.  But  you 
will  bear  me  witness  that,  in  discussing  the  facts  in  the  case,  I have 
said  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  that  is  not  clearly  substantiated  by 
the  evidence  before  you.  If  my  language  was  severe,  you  must  not 
forget  that  the  truth  is  still  severer. 

I said  that  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a subordinate  is  a sacred 
trust  in  the  hands  of  his  commander.  When  this  trust  is  violated 
good  fortune  gives  us,  at  least,  sometimes  an  opportunity  to  right 
ourselves  before  impartial  men.  For  this  opportunity,  furnished  me 
by  the  commander  of  the  army,  I am  most  profoundly  thankful,  for 
if  indeed  a general  could  be  found  who,  upon  a knowledge  of  facts 
so  lamentably  imperfect,  upon  impressions  so  vague  and  unaccount- 
able, could  launch  into  the  world  so  odious  and  wanton  an  accusa- 
tion, I doubt  whether  a court  of  inquiry  can  be  found  to  sanction  it. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

■ C.  SCHURZ, 

Major-  General, 
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Lookout  Valley,  February  12,  1864. 

The  report  of  Major-General  Hooker  concerning  the  engagement 
of  Wauhatchie  on  the  night  of  29th  October,  1863,  as  far  as  it  i^?  an 
object  of  the  present  inquiry,  contains  some  facts  and  a conclusion 
in  the  form  of  strictures  of  serious  character,  as  drawn  from  those 
facts.  It  could  be  easily  demonstrated  that  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  the  premises  could  not  stand  a trial,  even  before  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  logic ; but  we  have  to  demonstrate  further  that  ihe  facts 
are  untrue  in  themselves,  or  are  disfigured  and  misconstrued,  and 
by  a confused  mixture  of  time,  place,  circumstances,  and  undeserved 
censure,  were  published  and  promulgated  in  newspapers  of  unofficial 
character.  The  solution  of  the  following  questions,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  will  exhaust  the  material  before  this  honorable  Court.  A 
long  and  eventful  life  of  fifty-three  years  lies  behind  me,  and  for 
the  first  time  I have  to  defend  my  honor  against  reproaches  as  con- 
tained in  the  said  report ; and,  although  my  name  and  brigade  is 
not  specified  in  the  report ; and,  although  Major-General  Hooker’s 
letter  to  Brigadier-General  Whipple  expresses  some  surprise  that  I 
connect  my  name  and  brigade  with  the  censure  in  the  report,  I was 
morally  forced  to  apply  for  a court  of  inquiry  in  order  to  have  my 
conduct  set  in  full  light. 

The  questions  are : 

1.  Was  a brigade,  and  what  brigade,  detached  to  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Geary,  and  who  detached  it  ? 
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2.  Was  a brigade  involved  in  a swamp,  and  bad  it  lost  its  way,  and 
what  brigade  was  it  ? 

3.  Was  tbe  Third  Brigade  involved  in  a swamp  and  lost  the  road  ? 

4.  Did  anybody  allege  that  the  Third  Brigade  was  involved  in  a 
swamp  and  lost  its  way,  and  who  did  allege  it  ? 

5.  W as  there  a terrific  infantry  fire  that  night  ? 

0.  How  long  did  the  fire  at  General  Geary’s  last,  and  when  was  it 
over  ? 

7.  Could  any  brigade  of  the  Third  Division  have  reached  General 
Geary  before  it  was  over  ? 

8.  Was  there  any  brigade,  purposely  or  by  mistake,  delayed  on 
the  march  ? 

9.  If  so,  whose  duty  was  it  to  push  it  forward  to  the  aid,  as  the 
report  says,  of  the  imperiled  companions  ? 

10.  When  did  the  Third  Brigade  receive  for  the  first  time  the 
orders  to  join  Geary,  and  how  was  the  order  executed  ? 

The  evidence  before  the  honorable  Court  shows  that  in  that  night 
orders  were  carried  by  aides-de-camp ; and  of  the  same  orders  the 
commander,  in  whose  name  they  were  carried,  ignores  their  origin, 
and  aides-de-camp  are  and  must  be  regarded  as  representatives  of 
the  commanding  officers,  and  orders  carried  by  them  must  be  exe- 
cuted promptly.  Discussing  their  origin,  authority,  propriety,  or 
end  is  a military  impossibility.  I return  to  the  questions. 

Answer  1.  By  the  testimony  of  Major-General  Hooker’s  aides-de- 
camp,  Captain  Hall  and  Lieutenant  Oliver,  of  Lieutenant  Klutsch, 
Lieutenant  Weigel,  [Captain]  Stinson,  and  Major-General  Schurz, 
is  left  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  brigade  nearest  at  hand,  Tyn- 
dale’s  brigade,  was  ordered  to  march  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary, 
and  was  led  by  Major-General  Schurz  himself.  The  same  witnesses 
state  that  the  orders  given  to  General  Schurz  by  General  Hooker 
were  distinctly  to  detach  one  brigade  to  the  relief  of  Geary,  the  others 
to  follow  up  the  road.  In  the  execution  of  this  order  in  the  uncer- 
tain light  of  the  moon,  over  a terrain  not  known  as  it  is  now,  in 
the  ground  soaked  from  former  rains.  * 

Answer  2.  This  First  (Tyndale’s)  Brigade,  on  their  march  to  the 
front  and  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  now  known  as  Tyndale’s  Hill,  lost 
the  road,  came  in  a swampy,  brushy  terrain,  full  of  weeds  and  briars 
(as  Lieutenant  Oliver  says);  but  a few  minutes  brought  it  out,  and 
the  positive  order  carried  by  Major-General  Hooker’s  aide-de-camp, 
Oliver,  to  take  that  hill,  was  executed.  (See  testimony  of  Lieuten- 
ants Oliver,  Weigel,  and  Captain  Stinson;  and  Major  Howard,  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Meysenburg,  confirms  the  swampy  nature  of  the 
ground. ) But  the  clearest  evidence  is  given  that — 

Answer  3.  The  Third  (Colonel  Hecker’s)^  Brigade  never  was  in- 
volved in  a swamp,  never  lost  the  road,  neither  from  the  camp  to 
the  cross-road,  nor  from  there  to  Tyndale’s  Hill,  nor  from  Tyndale’s 
Hill  to  Wauhatchie.  (See  testimony  of  Captain  Stinson,  Lieuten- 
ants Mueller,  Kramer,  and  Captain  Greenhut. ) The  full  evidence  is 
before  you  that  the  brigade  which  never  marched  to  General  Geary, 
but  was  ordered  to  hold  the  hill  taken  by  it,  had  for  a short  time  lost 
the  road  and  got  involved  in  a swamp,  and  that  that  brigade  which 
marched  to  Geary  and  joined  him  never  lost  the  road  nor  met  a 
swamp;  and — 

Answer  4.  General  Hooker,  when  asked  who  alleged  it,  answered 
that  in  Major-General  Howard’s  report  was  something  of  a swamp 
mentioned.  Kow,  this  report  says  not  a single  word,  that  [of]  the 
brigade  marching  and  reaching  Geary;  savs  not  a word  that  Third 
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Brigade  lost  tlie  road  and  was  involved  in  a swamp.  It  mentions 
tliat  the  junction  was  executed.  All  that  is  mentioned  there  is  ex- 
pressly directed  to  the  First  Brigade,  that  never  formed  a junction 
with  General  Geary,  and  the  report  of  Major-General  Hooker  labors 
under  the  misapprehension  and  misconstruction  that  the  brigade 
involved  in  a swamp  was  identical  with  the  brigade  that  marched 
through  to  Geary.  We  cannot  understand  how  this  misapprehen- 
sion was  possible,  but  it  is  certain  that  it  could  have  been  avoided. 
The  censure  in  regard  to  courage  and  valor  was  principally  based  on 
the  fact  that  an  untrue  and  mean  excuse  had  been  preferred  by  the 
brigade  that  joined  Geary  to  cover  its  unfortunate  delay  is  received 
in  the  official  report,  and  evidence  before  you  shows  that  this  is  un- 
true and  false;  and  with  the  structure  crumbles  the  censure. 

Answer  5.  The  terrific  infantry  fire  is  in  the  report  introduced  as 
a guide.  Somebody  who  has  lost  no  road,  and  has  shown  it  by 
marching  on  that  road  without  stopping,  needs  no  guide  to  show  him 
the  road,  and  evidence  is  before  you  that  Third  Brigade  found  the 
road  without  meeting  an  obstacle  or  being  lost.  But  if  we  can  show 
that  when  the  guide  existed  he  was  not  of  the  promised  quality,  and 
that  at  the  time  he  should  show  the  road  was  a non-existence,  an- 
other part  of  the  report  cannot  stand  the  trial.  ISToah  Webster’s 
Dictionary  consulted  b^ 


y us  says  that  terrific  means  causing  terror. 


We  must  confess  we  never  had  thought  that  the  firing  heard  at 


Wauhatchie  could  create  terror  in  any  man’s  mind.  Its  intensity, 
duration,  is  in  the  memory  of  the  honorable  members  of  the  Court, 
who  all  heard  it ; it  is  not  necessary  to  compare  it  with  Leipsic  and 
Waterloo ; and  General  Flooker  himself  declares  in  his  testimony 
that  it  was  only  severe,  an  honest  attack,  an  intention  of  the  enemy 
to  whip  Geary,  and  the  engagement  at  Tyndale’s  Hill  he  styles  a 
slight  skirmish.  Should  the  enemy  have  had  at  Geary  the  masses 
of  terror,  and  at  the  so  important  gap  only  a few  skirmishers  ? Noth- 
ing is  impossible,  as  General  Hooker’s  aide  heard  only  about  a dozen 
shots  fired,  where  we  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  that  number.  T 
need  not  enter  into  discussion  about  fires  not  severe,  and  attack 
without  intention  to  whip  ; it  seems  to  me  that  the  evidence  is  given 
that  the  guide  was  not  a terrific  one. 

But  (Answers  6 and  7)  I can  show  that  at  the  time  when  my  brigade 
was  halted  on  the  cross-road,  if  not  all  the  firing  at  General  Geary’s 
was  over  it  ended  a few  minutes  afterward,  and  that  at  the  time, 
when  for  the  first  time  I received  the  orders  to  march  to  Geary,  there 
was  no  firing  at  all  in  that  direction.  Captain  Stinson  states  that  the 
fire  at  Geary’s  had  just  ended  when  the  advanced  brigade  (Tyndale’s) 
arrived  near  the  hill,  although  the  troops  could  not  have  marched 
quicker — a statement  in  perfect  harmony  with  Captain  Greenhut 
[and]  witnesses  at  that  time  posted  at  different  and  distant  points. 
Let  us_  compare  with  this  the  statement  of  Lieutenant  Klutsch,  who 
held  his  watch  in  hand  and  positively  declares  that  it  was  ten  min- 
utes past  1 o’clock  when  the  troops  of  the  division  did  begin  to 
march  from  their  camps,  and  Lieutenant  Mueller  confirms  the  depo- 
sitions of  the  other  witnesses,  and  even  where  in  other  testimonies 
the  time  is  fixed  with  less  precision  we  find  nothing  to  the  contrary  ; 
and  to  our  own  observation  from  the  place  where  Third  Brigade  was 
encamped,  about  400  yards  west  west-northwest  of  General  Howard’s 
headquarters  in  a stump  field  at  the  foot  of  the.Eaccoon  Mountain, 
to  W auhatchie  it  is  not  far  from  3 miles,  as  General  Hooker  himself 
estimates  the  distance ; and  if  v/e  compare  the  time  given  by  Lieu- 
tenant Klutsch  and  others  with  the  time  elapsed  until  the  order  to 
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marcli  had  reached  the  troops,  when  we  consider  that  in  the  night 
and  on  roads  as  they  were  at  that  time,  when  we  do  not  forget  that 
all  the  troops  marched  at  the  same  time  and  a crowding  of  them 
causes  always  more  or  less  delay,  if  we  remember  that  the  order  to 
march  was  First  Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  we  can 
positively  say  that  any  brigade  having  started  from  the  encampment 
of  Third  Division  marching  directly  toward  Geary  could  not  have 
reached  Geary  at  this  distance  of  3 miles,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, before  the  firing  had  ceased  there. 

Answers  8 and  9.  It  is  easy  to  show  that  all  orders  given  to  the  com- 
mander of  Third  Brigade  were  executed  immediately,  and  that  all 
the  acting  of  the  brigade  and  its  commander  during  that  night  was 
in  consequence  of  orders,  and  nothing  contrary  to  it.  The  first  order 
given  and  executed  in  the  night  of  the  29th  was  to  march  from 
camp  down  on  the  road  and  to  form  there.  This  order  was  carried 
by  Captain  Spraul,  aide-de-camp  of  Major-General  Schurz,  and  ar- 
riving at  the  road,  the  brigade  was  informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Otto  to  march  forward  on  the  road.  Not  a word  was  said  of  march- 
ing to  the  relief  of  General  Geary,  and  it  would  be  easy  to  show 
that  great  many  commanding  officers  did  not  even  know,  or  never 
were  informed,  that  General  Geary  and  his  troops  were  encamped 
near  Wauhatchie.  Not  a word  was  said  because  First  Brigade  was 
sent  forward  to  [for]  that  purpose,  and  as  it  is  confirmed  by  the  testi- 
mony of  the  commander  of  the  division  that  the  only  order  given  at 
that  stage  of  the  movement  was  to  form  and  march  on  the  road,  we 
can  pass  to  the  time  from  this  order  to  the  first  halting  of  the  brigade. 
The  Third  Brigade  executed  the  orders  received,  and  marched  for- 
ward and  even  passed  forward  when  Second  Brigade  was  halted, 
and  Major  Howard  passing  by  the  brigade  at  times  found  it  always 
marching  forward. 

The  distance  from  the  camp  of  Third  Brigade  to  the  road  is  about 
400  yards,  and  from  Major-Generals  Howard’s  and  Schurz’s  head- 
quarters to  the  cross-roads  about  1,000  yards.  So  far,  the  Third 
Brigade  had  advanced,  the  Second  Brigade  having  turned  out  to 
the  left,  when  Major  Howard  brought  the  positive  order  to  halt  at 
the  cross-roads,  and  bring  my  troops  in  position  front  to_  the  hill. 
He  himself  states  that  he  informed  General  Hooker  that  1 was  au- 
thorized to  halt,  and  that  shortly  after  Major-General  Hooker  saw 
me  in  person.  This  order  was  executed  at  once,  and  the  reason  why 
this  order  was  given  struck  immediately  m^y  mind,  as  a firing  from 
the  hill  on  the  left  indicated  an  intention  of  the  enemy  to  attack  us 
there.  Therefore  I ordered  to  remove  all  hindrances  in  front ; the 
fences  on  both  sides  of  the  road  were  thrown  down  to  be  ready  to 
meet  the  enemy’s  attack  with  a counter  attack,  and  Major-General 
Hooker  himself  stated  before  the  Court,  that  seeing  this  firing  from 
the  hill  he  saw  that  the  enemy’s  intention  was  to  get  between  him 
and  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  to  stand  prepared  for  any  intention  the 
enemy  had.  A short  time  after  Major  Howard  had  communicated 
that  order,  and  Major-General  Hooker  presents  himself  in  person 
and  gives  me  the  instruction  to  be  ready  to  change  front  toward  the 
right,  if  necessary.  These  instructions  are  not  only  heard  by  the 
officers  surrounding  me,  but  by  Major  Howard  also,  and  Major-Gen- 
eral Hooker  leaves  me  with  the  words  “You  stay  here.”  Those 
words  from  the  lips  of  the  commander-in-chief  are  positive.  What 
his  thoughts  were,  is  not  and  was  not  in  my  reach.  I had  to  obey. 

General  Hooker  himself  does  not  deny  that  he  had.  told  me  to  re- 
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main  with  my  troops  where  I was.  It  is  confirmed  by  his  letter  to 
Brigadier-General  Whipple.  I do  not  speak  of  impression,  nor  do 
the  witnesses  who  accompanied  me  during  that  night.  Our  minds 
were  not  troubled ; the  events  of  that  night  are  present  at  the  mind 
as  if  it  had  been  an  hour  ago.  There  we  halted,  and  the  fire  at 
Geary’s  was  over  shortly  after  we  were  halted,  as  above  exposed. 
There  we  halted  in  the  presence  of  Major-General  Hooker.  Under 
all  circumstances  he  was  informed  of  the  presence  of  my  brigade, 
and  under  his  instructions.  There  we  halted  a long  time  under  the 
very  eyes  of  the  commander-in-chief.  Why,  if  Geary  was  in  peril, 
were  not  the  troops  nearest  at  hand  pushed  forward  ? Major-Gen- 
eral Hooker  halted  in  front  of  Second  Brigade.  I had  pointed  it  out 
to  him  ; this  brigade  had  turned  out  from  us  to  the  left  toward  the 
hill,  halting  in  an  open  field.  Somebody  must  have  halted  this 
brigade.  Why  was  not  this  brigade  pushed  forward  ? The  com- 
mander-in-chief halting  in  front  of  it,  is  it  possible  that  no  inquiry 
should  have  been  made,  what  troops  there  are  halting  at  a short 
distance  from  the  commander-in-chief  at  a time  when  there  .were 
other  troops  in  peril  ? General  Hooker  knew  during  the  time  that 
Tyndale’s  (First)  brigade  took  and  occupied  the  hill  in  front;  he  had 
seen  and  spoken  with  the  commander  of  Third  Brigade. 

Major-General  Hooker  says  that  I had  informed  him  that  it  was 
halted  by  an  order  of  Major-General  Howard.  This  is  incorrect.  I 
informed  him  that  I received  the  order  from  Major  Howard.  All 
the  persons  surrounding  us  heard  the  same.  I did  not  even  ask 
Major  Howard  who  had  issued  the  order.  I obeyed  and  executed  it 
without  delay.  During  an  attack  of  the  enemy  the  battle-field  is  not 
the  place  for  asking  questions  about  the  orders.  Major  Howard  was  a 
well-known  aide-de-camp.  He  himself  states,  and  it  is  proved,  that 
he  was  with  General  Hooker,  and  that  General  Hooker  himself,  or 
Major-General  Butterfield,  caused  the  halting  of  the  troops,  and  the 
evidence  is  before  the  Court  that  Major-General  Schurz  was  informed 
of  the  halting  of  his  two  remaining  brigades.  How  could  this,  my 
brigade,  have  pushed  forward  to  Geary,  as  1 had  not  received  any 
orders  in  that  regard  ? How  can  I be  blamed  for  not  executing  or- 
ders never  given  to  me,  or  contrary  to  orders  received  ? 

Let  us  suppose  the  brigade  had  halted  by  orders  of  Major-General 
Howard,  or  without  orders,  was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  commander- 
in-chief,  who  had  a long  time  for  reflection,  to  push  them  forward 
and  correct  any  fault  or  mistake  committed  by  his  subordinate  com- 
manders when  a real  danger  existed,  when  another  body  of  troops 
was  in  peril  ? The  explanation  of  all  the  circumstances  is  near  at 
hand.  A large  terrain,  a distance  of  over  2,  nearly  3,  miles,  lay 
between  the  camp  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  and  the  camp  of  General 
Geary,  unoccupied  by  troops.  Three  debouches  from  the  enemy’s 
camp  at  Lookout  led  to  this  terrain  on  the  sides  of  Smith’s  and  Tyn- 
dale’s Hills.  When  the  night  attack  began  it  was  clear  that  the 
enemy  had  passed  out  of  those  debouches.  The  line  to  Brown’s 
Ferry  to  the  rear  of  Chattanooga  was  in  danger.  It  was  necessary 
to  stop  the  march  of  the  troops  to  protect  this  line.  The  fire  from 
the  hill  and  the  gap  indicated  clearly  the  intention  of  the  enemy. 
Words  to  that  effect  must  have  been  uttered  by  the  commander-in- 
chief.  Major  Howard  hears  it ; communicates  it  to  the  troops. 
Major-General  Hooker  is  informed  of  this,  and  he  does  not  disap- 
prove the  movement.  On  the  contrary,  he  gives  instructions  for  cer- 
tain emergencies  to  the  commander  of  Third  Brigade.  How  can  any 
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censure  fall,  under  those  circumstances,  on  Third  Brigade  and  its 
commander  ? If  in  night  attacks  often  reigns  some  confusion,  if  even 
mistalfes  are  made — and  none  of  those  things  occurred  with  Third 
Brigade — is  there  no  other  explanation  possible  hut  a lack  of  courage 
and  valor  ? Where  is  an  evidence — a clear  evidence — of  facts  justi- 
fying so  grave  an  attack  upon  the  honor  of  a body  of  men  or  its 
commander?  We  stop  here;  we  suppress  our  feelings;  we  will 
not  give  them  words,  and  suj^press  here  and  pass  over  to  (answers 
9 and  10)  the  time  when  Second  and  Third  Brigades  were  led  by 
Major-General  Schurz  to  Tyndale’s  Hill.  There,  for  the  first  time, 
I received  the  order  to  march  forward  to  Geary,  as  Major-General 
Schurz  himself  states.  I need  not  refer  to  the  testimony  of  Cap- 
tains Greenhut,  Stinson,  Lieutenants  Mueller,  Kramer,  and  Weigel. 
The  short  delay  there  was  not  caused  by  myself.  I was  halted  by 
the  orders  of  my  commander,  and  ordered  to  wait  for  the  return  of 
the  re-enforcements,  and  finds  it  full  justification  that  the  patrols 
could  have  been  easily  mistaken  for  enemies,  and  a firing  of  our  own 
troops  on  each  other  could  have  resulted ; and  further,  that  as  the 
firing  at  Geary’s  had  long  ceased,  no  danger  could  be  apprehended 
in  that  regard.  The  re-enforcement  of  my  brigade  by  Major-Gen- 
eral Schurz  finds  its  full  justification  in  the  following  circumstances: 
The  brigade  was  composed  of  the  Sixty-eighth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, 127  men  ; Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  159 ; Eighty- 
second  Illinois  Volunteers,  230,  and  Eightieth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
358.  Aggregate  present  for  duty  (deduction  made  of  the  sick  and 
those  on  special,  extra,  and  daily  duty)  of  this  force  were  only  pres- 
ent in  the  night  of  the  engagement  of  Wauhatchie — the  Seventy- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Sixty-eighth  'New  York  Volunteers, 
and  half  of  the  Eightieth  Illinois  Volunteers.  The  other  half  of  it 
and  the  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers  were  left  near  Shellmound 
to  guard  the  gap  near  the  coal  mines,  and,  as  the  Seventy-fifth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  was  detached  to  the  gap  near  Tyndale’s  Hill, 
the  commander  of  the  division  detached  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
first  New  York  Volunteers. 

With  this  I submit,  respectfully,  to  the  sentence  of  the  Court. 

F.  HECKER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

[Appendix  D.] 

STATEMENT  OF  FACTS  AS  FOUND  BY  THE  COURT  FROM  THE  EVI- 
DENCE ADDUCED  BEFORE  IT,  AND  THE  OPINIONS  OF  THE  COURT 

THEREON. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  day  of  October,  1863,  two  divisions  of 
the  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  under  command  of  Major-General  How- 
ard, arrived  in  Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  and  encamped  near  Brown’s 
Ferry,  having  marched  from  Bridgeport,  on  the  Chattanooga  and 
Bridgeport  road.  A part  of  the  Second  Division,  of  the  Twelfth 
Corps,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Geary,  followed 
and  encamped  the  same  evening  at  Wauhatchie,  2^  miles  from  the 
camp  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  on  the  road  over  which  it  had  passed. 
The  troops  of  the  two  corps  were  under  the  command  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Hooker. 

Between  12  and  1 a.  m.  of  the  29th  of  October,  the  night  being 
I)leasant  and  moonlight,  the  enemy  made  an  unexpected  and  vigor- 
ous attack  upon  the  troops  commanded  by  Brigadier- General  Geary. 
General  Hooker,  being  aroused  by  the  firing,  immediately  and  in 
person  ordered  General  Schurz  to  double-quick  his  division  to  the 
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aid  of  General  Geary  and  at  the  same  time  sent  notice  of  the  order 
to  General  Howard.  General  Hooker  also  sent  orders  to  General 
Scliurz  by  one  of  his  staff  officers  to  push  forward  the  brigade  first 
ready  to  march  to  the  aid  of  Geary,  and  with  another  brigade  to  oc- 
cupy the  hill  known  in  this  investigation  as  the  Tyndale  Hill. 

The  division  commanded  by  General  Schurz  was  the  Third  Divis- 
ion of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  consisting  of  three  brigades,  commanded, 
respectively,  by  Brigadier-General  Tyndale,  and  by  Colonel  Krzyza- 
nowski  and  Colonel  Hecker.  General  Schurz,  after  receiving  the 
order,  immediately  got  his  troops  under  arms,  put  himself  at  the 
liead  of  General  Tyndale’s  brigade,  which  was  nearest  the  road  and 
first  ready  to  march,  and  sent  orders  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Otto,  his 
chief  of  staff,  to  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  to  follow  the  First 
Brigade  on  the  road  to  Wauhatchie.  The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel 
Krzyzanowski,  marched  next  after  the  First  Brigade,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Hecker.  General  Schurz  con- 
tinued at  the  head  of  the  marching  column  until  the  brigade  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  the  Tyndale  Hill,  at  which  place  Lieutenant  Oliver, 
one  of  General  Hooker’s  staff  officers,  by  orders  from  General  Hooker, 
directed  General  Schurz,  with  Tyndale’s  brigade,  to  take  and  occupy 
the  hill. 

It  seems  that  General  Hooker  started  in  the  direction  of  Geary  and 
continued  near  the  head  of  the  column  until  it  was  fired  upon  from 
Tyndale’s  Hill,  when,  apprehending  that  the  enemy  were  trying  to 
cut  him  off  from  Brown’s  Ferry,  after  sending  the  order  to  General 
Schurz  to  take  the  hill,  he  turned  back  and  took  what  he  regarded  a 
more  appropriate  position,  near  the  foot  of  Smith’s  Hill.  It  appears 
that  Tyndale’s  brigade,  in  marching  from  the  foot  of  Smith’s  Hill  to 
the  foot  of  Tyndale’s  Hill,  got  off  the  road  and  into  a boggy  tliicket, 
and  was  obliged  to  halt.  But  the  delay  was  short ; the  column  by  a 
movement  to  the  left  recovered  the  road  and  proceeded  on  its  "way 
without  any  considerable  delay.  The  march  of  this  brigade  from 
its  camp  to  the  Tyndale  Hill  was  accomplished  with  commendable 
promptitude. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Krzyzanowski,  continued  its  marcli, 
following  the  First  Brigade  until  it  got  in  the  vicinity  of  Smith’s  Hill, 
when  it  halted.  The  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Hecker,  not  considering 
himself  authorized  to  halt,  filed  past  the  Second  brigade  and  contin- 
ued its  march  in  the  direction  of  Wauhatchie.  After  passing  the 
Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Hecker  was  directed  by  Major  Howard,  an 
aide  on  the  staff  of  the  corps  commander,  to  halt  at  the  cross-roads, 
then  about  150  yards  in  advance.  On  arriving  at  the  point  desig- 
nated, Colonel  Hecker  halted  his  brigade  and  formed  line  of  battle 
facing  the  hill.  At  this  time  General  Hooker,  returning  from  his 
advance  toward  General  Geary,  rode  up  to  Colonel  Hecker  and  in- 
quired what  troops  those  were,  and  why  they  were  halted  there.  On 
being  answered  by  Colonel  Hecker  that  it  was  the  Third  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  and  that  he  halted  there  by 
command  of  Major-General  Howard,  General  Hooker,  after  giving 
some  directions  in  view  of  a contingency  that  might  arise  froih  a 
change  of  front,  rode  off. 

Major  Howard,  who  continued  with  Colonel  Hecker  until  the 
meeting  with  General  Hooker,  rode  forward  to  General  Schurz,  and 
reported  to  him  that  Colonel  Hecker’s  brigade  had  halted  at  the  cross- 
roads, and  was  under  instructions  from  General  Hooker.  Colonel 
Krzyzanowski  formed  his  brigade  in  line  of  battle  to  the  left  and 
front  of  Colonel  Hecker,  and  at  right  angles  to  his  line  of  battle,  not 
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far  distant  from  tlie  place  selected  by  General  Hooker  for  bis  bead- 
quarters,  after  tbe  interview  with  Colonel  Hecker.  Some  prisoners, 
captured  by  the  Second  Division,  were  brought  in,  when  Major-Gen- 
eral Butterfield,  chief  of  General  Hooker’s  staft,  directed  them  to  be 
sent  to  Chattanooga.  The  staff  officer  to  whom  the  direction  was 
given  understood  that  a brigade  was  to  go,  and  ordered  Colonel  Krzy- 
zanowski  to  march  his  brigade  Vs^ith  the  prisoners  to  Chattanooga. 
The  brigade  started,  but  the  staff  officer  soon  ascertained  that  he 
had  committed  an  error.  The  order  was  countermanded  before  the 
brigade  had  marched  50  yards,  and  it  was  brought  back  to  its  late 
position. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  received  the  order  to  march  to 
Chattanooga,  he  dispatched  an  aide  to  General  Schurz  to  advise  him 
of  the  order.  This  aide.  Captain  Orlemann,  rode  forward  to  Gen- 
eral Schurz  and  reported  to  him  that  the  Second  Brigade  had 
marched  to  Chattanooga  by  orders  of  General  Hooker.  This  report 
was  made  to  General  Schurz  soon  after  Major  Howard  had  reported 
the  situation  of  the  Third  Brigade.  The  fact  that  the  orders  to  Col- 
onel Krzyzanowski  was  a mistake  and  had  been  countermanded  and 
rectified  was  not  communicated  to  General  Schurz. 

After  driving  the  enemy  from  Tyndale’s  Hill  and  putting  the  First 
Brigade  in  position  on  its  summit  and  establishing  a line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  front.  General  Schurz  reported  in  person  to  General  Hooker. 
When  General  Hooker  learned  that  General  Geary  had  not  been  re- 
enforced, and  that  his  orders  in  that  respect  had  not  been  obeyed,  he 
expressed  his  disapprobation  and  displeasure  to  General  Schurz  in 
emphatic  and  decided  terms.  He  repeated  the  order,  and  directed 
General  Schurz  to  carry  it  into  effect  immediately. 

General  Schurz  then  ordered  forward  the  two  brigades.  The  Sec- 
ond Brigade  was  ]Dlaced  in  the  gap  between  the  Smith  and  Tyndale 
Hills  to  hold  it,  and  to  protect  the  flanks  of  the  column  in  march. 
The  Third  Brigade  was  marched  to  the  foot  of  Tyndale’s  Hill  where 
it  was  halted  to  await  the  return  of  some  patrols  that  had  been  sent 
out,  and  for  some  re-enforcements  from  the  Second  Brigade.  After 
being  re-enforced  by  a regiment  from  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel 
Hecker  continued  his  march  toward  Wauhatchie  and  joined  General 
Geary  at  5.30  a.  m.  of  the  29th  of  October.  At  7 a.  m.  Colonel  Krzy- 
zanowski reached  General  Geary  with  the  balance  of  his  brigade.  At 
the  time  the  troops  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  commenced  to  march  to- 
ward Wauhatchie  there  was  sharp  and  rapid  firing  of  artillery  and 
musketry  in  the  direction  of  General  Geary,  which  from  its  sudden- 
ness, proximity,  severity,  and  being  in  the  night-time,  might  well  be 
termed  terrific.”  This  continued  until  the  head  of  the  column  had 
nearly  reached  Tyndale’s  Hill,  when  it  gradually  died  away  and 
finally  entirely  ceased. 

The  evidence  shows,  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  jjroved,  that  Gen- 
eral Hooker,  by  orders  delivered  in  person,  directed  General  Schurz 
to  march  his.  division  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary,  and  that  by 
orders  sent  by  one  or  more  of  his  staff  officers  he  directed  General 
Schurz  to  push  one  brigade  rapidly  forward  to  re-enforce  Geary,  and 
with  another  to  take  and  occupy  Tyndale’s  Hill.  These  orders  were 
obeyed  only  in  part. 

It  is  also  clear  and  well  established  that  General  Hooker  did  not 
after  issuing  these  orders  countermand  or  in  any  way  modify  them, 
unless  what  was  said  by  him  to  Colonel  Hecker  may  be  regarded  a 
modification.  It  is  evident  that  at  the  time  he  met  Colonel  Hecker, 
General  Hooker  understood  that  the  Third  Brigade  was  halted  by 
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orders  from  General  Howard,  and  this  would  be  so  whether  Colonel 
Hecker  said  he  was  halted  by  orders  from  General  Howard,  as  Gen- 
eral Hooker  recollects  it,  or  that  he  was  halted  by  orders  received 
from  Major  Howard,  as  claimed  and  testified  to  by  Colonel  Hecker 
and  his  witnesses.  It  was  to  be  presumed  that  Major  Howard  would 
not  deliver  an  order  unless  so  directed  by  his  chief,  and  Colonel 
Hecker  would  be  right  in  assuming  that  an  order  delivered  by  Major 
Howard  was  issued  by  Major-General  Howard.  General  Hooker 
had  communicated  his  orders  to  General  Schurz,  to  Gerferal  Howard, 
and  General  Howard  is  therefore  to  be  regarded  as  under  orders  to 
re-enforce  Geary  with  General  Schurz’s  division,  and  General  Hooker 
assuming,  as  he  had  the  right  to  do,  that  Coloilel  Hecker  had  been 
halted  by  General  Howard  pending  some  movement  to  carry  out  the 
original  order,  did  not  think  it  right  and  proper  for  him  to  interfere. 
Hence,  it  may  well  be  that  he  directed  Colonel  Hecker  to  stay  where 
he  was  until  he  got  orders  from  General  Howard.  But  it  is  appar- 
ent that  General  Hooker  did  not  intend  to  interfere  with  or  change 
his  order  to  re-enforce  General  Geary. 

At  the  time  he  met  Colonel  Hecker  he  was  under  the  impression 
and  belief  that  all  of  General  Schurz’s  command,  except  the  Third 
Brigade,  had  marched  forward.  He  did  not  know,  nor  was  he  made 
to  understand,  that  another  brigade  of  General  Schurz’s  command 
was  still  in  the  rear  of  Hecker,  nor  was  he  aware  of  the  fact  that 
Colonel  Krzyzanowski’s  brigade  was  a part  of  the  Third  Division 
until  the  return  of  and  the  interview  with  General  Schurz  after  the 
occupation  of  Tyndale’s  Hill.  It  is  also  apparent  that  the  delay  in 
re-enforcing  General  Geary  was  not  caused  by  the  troops,  or  any  of 
them,  losing  their  way  or  becoming  involved  in  a swamp.  That 
there  was  great  and  inexcusable  delay  must  be  conceded,  but  it  was 
caused  by  the  halting  of  the  brigades,  as  hereinbefore  stated.  Yet 
the  official  report  of  Major-General  Howard  in  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter leaves  it  fairly  to  be  inferred  that  whatever  delay  there  was  was 
caused  by  the  troops  losing  their  way  and  becoming  involved  in  a 
swamp ; and  General  Hooker’s  official  report  in  this  regard  is 
founded  on  that  of  General  Howard’s. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  authorize  or  justify  the  halt- 
ing of  the  Second  Brigade  at  the  time  and  place  it  did.  Orders 
had  been  given  to  and  received  by  its  commander  to  follow  the  First 
Brigade  and  march  on  the  road  to  Wauhatchie.  General  Schurz 
irnraediately  proceeded  at  the  head  of  the  First  Brigade.  He  had 
a 'right  to  suppose  that  the  whole  of  his  command  would  follow 
and  continue  marching  until  otherwise  ordered  by  him.  General 
Howard  accompanied  him  until  near  Tyndale’s  Hill,  when  he  left, 
and  pushed  forward  toward  Geary  more  rapidly  than  the  column  in 
march,  leaving  orders  with  General  Schurz  to  hurry  forward  his 
command  with  all  possible  dispatch.  The  only  evidence  on  this 
subject  is  the  hearsay  statement  of  a staff  officer  of  Colonel  Hecker, 
who  testifies  that  he  was  told  by  a staff  officer  of  Colonel  Krzyza- 
nowski’s that  he  (Colonel  K[rzyzanowski])  had  been  ordered  to  halt. 

He  certainly  received  no  such  orders  from  General  Schurz,  his 
immediate  commander.  The  last  order  given  by  General  Howard 
before  leaving  the  column  to  join  General  Geary  was  very  different 
from  an  order  to  halt.  General  Hooker  testifies  positively  that  he 
gave  no  such  order,  or  any  other  order  directly  to  brigade  com- 
manders. The  Court  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  from  the 
evidence  than  that  the  Second  Brigade  gf  the  Third  Division  was 
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halted  without  authority  and  against  the  orders  of  the  division  com- 
mander. To  the  neglect,  then,  of  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  to  obey 
the  order  of  his  commanding  officer  may  be  ascribed  the  delay  in 
sending  re-enforcements  to  General  Geary.  It  was  made  to  appear 
by  the  testimony  that  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division  could  not 
have  marched  from  their  camp  to  the  position  of  General  Geary  so  as 
to  arrive  there  before  the  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  withdrew  or 
were  repulsed.  In  the  judgment  of  the  Court  it  would  require  two 
hours  to  make  the  march  in  the  then  state  of  the  roads,  and  in  the 
night,  and.  the  weight  of  the  testimony  is  that  the  firing  at  General 
Geary’s  did  not  continue  more  than  one  hour  after  the  column 
started. 

By  the  order  by  which  this  Court  was  assembled  and  organized 
the  Court  is  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
strictures  set  forth  in  the  order  taken  from  General  Hooker’s  official 
report  of  the  night  action  of  Wauhatchie  were  deserved  by  the  con- 
duct of  General  Schurz,  Colonel  Hecker,  or  any  part  of  this  com- 
mand. From  the  evidence  which  has  been  adduced  in  this  inquiry 
and  investigation,  the  Court  is  of  the  opinion  that  General  Hooker 
is  justified  in  the  censures  and  strictures  contained  in  his  official  re- 
port. The  attack  on  General  Geary  was  a night  attack,  sudden  and 
unexpected.  The  command  of  General  Geary  was  comparatively 
small,  and  it  was  fair  to  presume  that  he  was  assaulted  by  a superior 
force.  This  command  might  well  be  said  to  be  “imperiled.”  There 
was  a necessity  for  prompt  action  and  getting  re-enforcements  to 
him  with  all  possible  dispatch.  To  this  end,  General  Hooker  issued 
his  orders  and  directed  his  attention.  He  supposed  his  orders  would 
be  obeyed  and  his  plans  carried  into  effect,  and  when,  at  the  end 
of  two  hours,  he  learned  that  General  Geary  had  not  been  re-en- 
forced,  it  is  not  surprising  that,  in  the  language  of  one  of  the 
witnesses,  he  was  very  angry,  and  it  was  right  and  proper  that 
he  should  give  expression  to  his  righteous  indignation  in  his  offi- 
cial report. 

So  far  as  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Hecker  is  concerned,  it  is  not  de- 
serving of  censure.  It  is  apparent  that  the  strictures  contained  in 
General  Hooker’s  official  report  were  not  intended  to  apply  to  him 
or  his  command.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  these  strictures  were 
not  deserved  by  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Hecker,  or  any  part  of  his 
command. 

Are  the  strictures  contained  in  the  report  deserved  by  General 
Schurz  ? It  is  a well-settled  principle  of  military  law,  that  a subor- 
dinate commander  is  responsible  for  the  execution  and  enforcement 
of  all  orders  issued  to  him  by  his  superior  commander.  General 
Hooker  in  this  case  had  issued  an  order  which  was  not  obeyed.  He 
had  the  right,  and  it  was  proper  for  him  to  hold  responsible  for  the 
non-execution  of  the  order  the  officer  to  whom  he  issued  it.  Hence, 
he  says,  as  the  ground-work  of  his  censure  : 

The  brigade  dispatched  to  the  relief  of  General  Geary,  by  orders  delivered  in  Iver- 
son to  its  division  commander,  never  reached  him  until,  &c. 

It  was  in  accordance  with  well-established  military  usage  for  Gen- 
eral Hooker,  in  the  first  instance,  to  hold  the  division  commander  re- 
sponsible for  this  apparent  neglect.  This  calls  upon  General  Schurz 
to  show  why  he  did  not  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  order  and  fulfill 
the  command.  Has  he  done  so  ? As  soon  as  the  orders  were  deliv- 
ered by  General  Hooker  to  General  Schurz,  the  latter  promptly  set 
about  carrying  them  into  execution.  The  troops  were  quickly 


Chap.  XLIII.l 


REOPENING  OE  TilE  TENNESSEE  RIVEK. 


211 


under  arms.  They  turned  out  splendidly.  The  necessary  orders, 
‘‘answering  the  object  and  fitting  the  circumstances,’’  were  given. 
The  column  was  put  in  motion,  and  General  Schurz  took  his  i)roper 
place  at  its  . head.  He  had  reason  to  assume  and  act  upon  the  as- 
sumption that  his  entire  command  was  following  him ; if  any  of  his 
brigades  failed  to  do  so  they  acted  in  disregard  of  orders,  or  were 
stopped  by  orders  which  were  regarded  as  superior  to  those  of  Gen- 
eral Schurz. 

When  General  Schurz  found  that  his  command  had  not  followed 
him,  as  he  directed,  it  was  undoubtedly  his  duty  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  delay,  and  proceed  at  once  to  rectify  the  omission,  un- 
less, indeed,  he  had  received  information,  on  which  he  would  be 
authorized  to  rely,  that  a portion  of  his  command  had  been  halted,  or 
its  destination  changed  by  orders  superior  to  his.  In  this  case  it  ap- 
pears, as  heretofore  stated,  that  when  the  Third  Brigade  had  arrived 
about  150  yards  from  the  cross-roads.  Major  Howard  informed  Colonel 
Hecker  that  he  was  authorized  to  halt  at  the  cross-roads ; or,  in  the 
more  emphatic  language  of  Colonel  Hecker  and  his  staff  officers,  who 
testified  in  this  case.  Major  Howard  ordered  him  to  halt  at  the  cross- 
roads. Colonel  Hecker  properly  acted  in  accordance  with  this  order. 

Major  Howard  accompanied  Colonel  Hecker  to  the  cross-roads, 
saw  him  and  General  Hooker  together,  then  immediately  rode  for- 
ward to  General  Schurz,  and  reported  to  him  that  Colonel  Hecker’s 
brigade  had  been  halted  at  the  cross-roads,  and  was  under  instruc- 
tions from  General  Hooker.  Soon  after  this,  a staff  officer  from  Col- 
onel Krzyzanowski’s  brigade,  rode  up  to  General  Schurz  and  reported 
to  him  that  the  Second  Brigade  had  been  ordered  to  Chattanooga,  by 
General  Hooker,  and  had  gone.  It  is  no  fault  of  General  Schurz 
that  Major  Howard  was  mistaken,  both  in  the  order  he  communi- 
cated to  Colonel  Hecker  and  in  the  statement  he  made  to  General 
Schurz,  or  that  Colonel  Krzyzanowski  failed  to  advise  him  that  the 
order  to  march  to  Chattanooga  was  countermanded  immediately  after 
it  was  given,  and  long  before  the  staff  officer  sent  to  him  could  return 
to  the  fogade. 

General  Schurz  had  official  information  upon  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Court,  he  was  authorized  to  rely  and  act,  that  the  Second 
and  Third  Brigades  of  his  division  had  been  detached  from  his  com- 
mand, and  were  acting  under  orders  direct  from  General  Hooker, 
which  orders  were  in  conflict  with  the  orders  issued  by  him.  It  is 
not  denied  that  he  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  Tyndale  Hill  with 
Tyndale’s  brigade.  If  he  did  this,  he  had  no  troops  with  which  to 
re-enforce  General  Geary.  His  orders  were  imperative.  He  occu- 
pied the  hill  and  did  not,  for  the  reason  stated,  march  to  the  relief 
of  General  Geary.  This  was  what  called  forth  the  reprimand  of 
General  Hooker  in  the  field,  and  gave  rise  to  the  reflections  and 
strictures  contained  in  his  report. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  General  Schurz  has  fully  explained  his 
delay  in  going  to  the  relief  of  Geary,  and  his  apparent  disobedience 
of  orders  in  this  regard,  and  fully  justified  his  conduct  in  the  prem- 
ises, and  consequently  it  follows  that  he  has  exonerated  himself  from 
the  strictures  contained  in  General  Hooker’s  official  report. 

A.  BUSCHBECK, 

Colonel  Twenty -seventh  Pa.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Second  Div., 

Eleventh  Army  Corps,  Prest.  of  the  Court. 
WILLIAM  H.  LAMBERT, 
Captain  Thirty-third^  N.  J.  Vols.,  Recorder  of  the  Court, 
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ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps, 

January  14,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Whipple, 

A.  A.  6r.,  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Cumberland: 

General  : In  the  official  report  of  Major-General  Hooker  on  the 
engagement  of  Wauhatchie,  the  following  statements  are  made  : 

I regret  that  my  duty  constrains  me  to  except  any  portion  of  my  command  in 
my  commendation  of  their  courage  and  valor.  The  brigade  dispatched  to  the  relief 
of  Geary,  by  orders  delivered  in  person  to  its  division  commander,  never  reached 
him  until  long  after  the  fight  had  ended.  It  is  alleged  that  it  lost  its  way,  when  it 
had  a terrific  infantry  fire  to  guide  it  all  the  way ; and,  also,  that  it  became  in- 
volved in  a swamp,  where  there  was  no  swamp  or  other  obstacle  between  it  and 
Geary  wliich  should  have  delayed  it  a moment  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  its  im- 
periled companions. 

In  a letter  signed  by  Major-General  Hooker,  and  addressed  to  yon, 
an  official  copy  of  which  was  communicated  to  me  by  order  of  Major- 
General  Hoo&r,  the  following  passage  occurs : 

It  is  not  known  for  what  reason  Colonel  Hecker  makes  this  application,  or  why 
he  should  connect  his  brigade  with  it.  The  order  I gave  the  division  commander, 
was  for  him  to  double-quick  his  division  to  the  relief  of  Geary.  And  afterward  one 
brigade  of  it  was  ordered  to  assault  the  hill  on  the  left.  The  latter  was  duly  ex- 
ecuted. ^ The  first  order  was  not.  Whether  or  not  Major-General  Schurz  communi- 
cated this  order  to  his  brigade  commanders,  I am  not  advised.  Probably  a court 
of  inquiry  would  be  able  to  determine.  It  rests  between  the  division  commander 
and  the  commanders  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  and  in  no  way  can  other 
parties  be  concerned  in  the  issue,  unless  it  be  supposed  that  the  troops  disobeyed 
orders,  which  I have  not  alleged  and  do  not  believe. 

This  evidently  throws  the  responsibility  for  the  alleged  non-exe- 
cution of  an  order  upon  me.  And  I would  respectfully  pray  that  a 
court  of  inquiry  be  granted  me,  by  Major-General  Thomas,  com- 
manding Army  of  the  Cumberland,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case,  so  as  to  determine 
whether  the  above  strictures  in  General  Hooker’s  report  and  letter 
were  deserved  by  the  conduct  of  myself  and  my  command  on  that 
occasion. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  SCHUKZ, 

Major-General,  Comdg.  Third  Division,  Eleventh  Corps, 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

January  14,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Meysenburg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Have  the  kindness  to  send  my  letter  accompanying 
Colonel  Hecker’s,  for  exonoration  or  a court  of  inquiry,  along 
with  that  document  to  General  Hooker. 


Very  respectfully, 


C.  SCHURZ, 

Major-  General. 


[Indorsements.] 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

January  14,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

A court  of  inquiry  recommended. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  January  15,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  approved. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

January  29,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Whipple, 

A.  A.  G.,  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland: 

General  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  original  of 
the  remonstrance  shown  you  last  evening,  having  in  my  possession 
an  authenticated  copy.  I also  send  original  copy.  Paragraph  XI, 
Special  Field  Orders,  Xo.  23,  current  series. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  LAMBERT, 
Captain  Thirty-third  New  Jersey,  Recorder, 

[Inclosure.] 

C SCHURZ’S  REMONSTRANCE  TO  CERTAIN  INSTRUCTIONS  GIVEN  TO 

COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Corps, 

January  28,  1864. 

' The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  enter  a respectful  remonstrance 
against  the  instructions  to  the  Court,  contained  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  Xo.  23,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

I would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Court  to  the  Xinety- 
second  Article  of  War,  the  spirit  of  which  undoubtedly  is,  that  as 
no  court  of  inquiry  can  be  ordered  by  any  commander,  except  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  unless  demanded  by  the  accused,  so 
it  can  be  ordered  by  a military  commander  upon  such  demand  for 
no  other  purpose  or  for  the  investigation  of  no  other  matter  than 
that  specified  by  the  accused  in  his  application.  The  Xinety-second 
Article  of  War  can  be  understood  in  no  other  way. 

From  my  application,  a copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  it,  ap- 
pears that  I asked  for  a court  of  inquiry,  ^Hor  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case  (as  specified  in 
my  application),  so  as  to  determine  whether  the  above  strictures  in 
* General  Hooker’s  report  and  letter  were  deserved  by  the  conduct  of 
myself  and  my  command  on  that  occasion.” 

In  Special  Field  Orders,  Xo.  23,  the  object  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
is  defined  as  follows : 

To  investigate  the  circumstances  attending  all  movements  of  troops  ordered  to 
the  support  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  commanding  Second  Division,  Twelfth 
Corps,  during  the  night  action  of  Wauhatchie  between  the  28th  and  29th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1863,  and  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  blame  should  attach  to  Major-General 
Schurz  or  Colonel  Hecker. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a discrepancy  between  the  object 
specified  in  my  application  and  the  object  specified  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  Xo.  23.  While  I applied  for  an  investigation  of  the  circum- 
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stances  connected  with  the  case,  snch  as  would  enable  the  Court  to 
form  and  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  I and  my  command  deserved 
a certain  censure  jjronounced  in  certain  official  documents,  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  23,  orders  an  investigation  of  circumstances  at- 
tending all  movements  of  troops  ordered  to  the  support  of  Geary, 
a!  d an  opinion  as  to  whether  blame  attaches  to  myself  or  Colonel 
Hecker,  irrespective  of  the  censure  contained  in  General  Hooker\s 
report  and  letter. 

Although  I have  no  reason  to  shrink  from  any  such  investigation, 
yet  I would  respectfully  observe  that  I may  be  able  to  prove  by  wit- 
nesses now  present  and  within  reach  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  such  that  the  strictures  contained  in  General  Hooker’s  re- 
port and  letter  were  not  deserved  by  the  conduct  of  myself  and  my 
command  on  that  occasion,  while  it  would  require  a number  of  wit- 
nesses now  absent,  some  of  whom  will  be  out  of  reach  for  a long- 
time and  one  of  whom  has  meanwhile  left  the  service,  to  enable  the 
Court  to  investigate  the  circumstances  attending  all  movements  of 
troops  ordered  to  the  support  of  Geary.  The  investigation,  as  asked 
for  in  my  application,  therefore,  might  soon  enable  the  Court  to 
form  an  opinion  on  the  point  specified  by  me,  while  the  investiga- 
tion as  ordered  by  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  23,  might  indefinitely 
prolong  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  and  perhaps,  other  circum- 
stances intervening,  lead  to  no  definite  result  at  all.  ^ 

I would  also  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Court  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  order  to  ‘^give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  blame 
should  attach  to  Major-General  Schurz  or  Colonel  Hecker,”  entirely 
ignores  the  fact  that  blame  was  already  attached  to  Major-General 
Schurz  or  Colonel  Hecker  in  official  documents,  and  that  it  was  the 
blame  thus  officially  pronounced  for  the  investigation  of  the  justice 
of  which  I prayed.  I asked  for  a court  of  inquiry  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  not  whether  some  charges  may  be  found  against 
me  and  my  command,  but  whether  the  charges  already  brought 
against  me  and  my  command  are  founded  or  not.  I deem  it  essen- 
tial that  the  specified  grounds  upon  which  I asked  for  a court  of  in- 
quiry be  taken  official  cognizance  of  in  the  instructions  given  to  the 
Court. 

I arrived  at  the  inevitable  conclusion  that  if  there  is  a discrepancy 
between  the  objects  of  the  investigation,,  as  stated  in  the  order  con- 
vening and  instructing  the  Court,  and  the  object  of  the  investiga- 
tion as  stated  and  specified  in  the  application  of  the  accused,  the 
Court  of  Inquiry  so  ordered  and  instructed  is  not  the  court  of  in- 
quiry asked  for  by  the  accused,  but  another,  not  asked  for  by  the 
accused,  and  can,  therefore,  with  its  present  instructions,  not  stand 
under  the  Ninety-second  Article  of  War. 

I would,  therefore,  most  respectfully  pray  the  Court  to  apply  to 
Major-General  Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, for  re-instruction  concerning  the  objects  of  the  investigation, 
in  conformity  with  the  specified  issue  stated  in  my  application  for 
a court  of  inquiry. 

C.  SCHURZ, 
Major-  General. 


[Note  in  pencil  :]  File  the  remonstrance  ; destroy  the  order 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  op  the  Cumberland, 

No.  22.  ) Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  26,  1864. 

****-:<•*  * 

VII.  The  proceedings  and  findings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  in  the 
case  of  Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz,  commanding  Third  Division,  Eleventh 
Army  Corps,  instituted  by  Paragraph  XI,  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
23,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  are  approved. 

The  Court  is  hereby  dissolved. 

* ❖ ❖ ^ ^ * Hs 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas : 

WILLIAM  McMICHAEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ceneral, 


No.  38. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  James  Long  street,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
corps,  with  field  dispatches,  &c. 

Greensville,  Tenn., 

March  25,  1864. 

Colonel  : Up  to  October  9,  1863,  my  forces  were  along  the  regular 
line  of  investment,  extending  from  Lookout  Mountain,  on  the  left, 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hilhs  corps,  on  the  right.  My  left  occupied  the 
base  of  the  mountain,  and  sharpshooters  extended  the  line  to  the 
river  on  the  west  slope  of  the  mountain.  I had  a small  picket  upon 
the  summit  of  the  mountain,  and  a small  cavalry  force  about  Tren- 
ton reported  to  me  from  time  to  time. 

On  the  9th,  I received  orders  to  send  my  sharpshooters  down  the 
river  to  occupy  a point  on  the  left  bank  between  Raccoon  Mountain 
and  Walden'S  Ridge  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  use  of  the 
road  on  the  opposite  bank  by  the  enemy’s  wagon  trains.  As  I had 
but  a small  force  of  sharpshooters  I thought  it  best  to  send  a brigade 
in  addition,  as  a smaller  force  would  be  liable  to  be  cut  off  and  cap- 
tured. A brigade  was  thought  to  be  force  enough  to  secure  its  re- 
treat to  the  mountains,  and  finally  to  make  its  escape  to  our  main 
force  should  a movement  be  made  against  it. 

General  Law’s  brigade  was  selected  for  the  service,  and  a sufficient 
force  was  ordered  to  the  ]3oint  indicated  as  soon  as  practicable.  Pits 
were  sunk  and  occupied  by  the  troops,  and  they  effectually  put  a stop 
to  the  travel  on  the  road  on  the  opposite  bank.  We  were  advised  in 
a few  days,  however,  that  the  enemy  was  using  another  road,  a little 
longer,  which  avoided  this  point,  and  he  had  several  other  roads  of 
communication  that  were  entirely  beyond  our  reach,  particularly 
the  Poe  and  Anderson  roads. 

^ On  the  25th,  I was  ordered  to  make  a reconnaissance  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Bridgeport.  This  reconnaissance  was  interrupted  by  the 
enemy  making  a crossing  of  the  river  at  Brown’s  Ferry,  about  3 
miles  below  the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain.  As  soon  as  the  cross- 
ing was  discovered,  the  troops  near  the  point  assembled  and  drove 
back  the  enemy’s  advance,  but  the  force  was  found  to  be  crossing  in 
too  much  strength  to  be  successfully  opposed  by  a brigade.  The 
brigade  was,  therefore,  concentrated  and  withdrawn  to  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  on  the  west  side.  The  force  near  the  crossing  was 
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small,  as  the  duty  for  which  the  brigade  was  ordered  was  to  guard  a 
point  some  6 miles  below  Brown’s  Ferry.  The  brigade  could  not  be 
re-enforced,  as  the  enemy’s  Moccasin  batteries  commanded  the  only 
road  across  the  mountain.  If  it  had  been  practicable  to  re-enforce, 
I should  not  have  thought  myself  authorized  to  do  so  by  taking  my 
troops  that  were  occupying  their  proper  positions  in  the  line  of  in- 
vestment for  that  purpose,  as  my  orders  and  the  disposition  of  my 
troops  had  no  reference  to  any  such  move  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  have  done  so  would  have  broken  our  line  and  exposed  the 
whole  army.  Besides,  the  enemy’s  position  was  such  that  he  could 
re-enforce  from  any  point  of  his  lines  in  half  an  hour,  while  I could 
only  re-enforce  from  my  nearest  point  in  about  3 hours.  He  would 
have  the  benefit  of  his  artillery,  and  we  could  not  cross  the  mountain 
with  ours. 

On  the  27th,  I received  orders  to  make  arrangements  and  exam- 
inations for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy  from  his  new 
position,  and  with  that  view  was  called  to  meet  the  commanding 
general  on  the  mountain  on  the  following  day. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  I received  a report  from  my  signal 
party  near  Trenton  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  force  from 
Bridgeport.  I sent  this  information  up  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, but  as  it  was  not  confirmed  by  the  cavalry  it  was  not 
credited. 

On  the  28th,  I met  the  commanding  general  on  the  mountain 
in  accordance  with  his  appointment.  While  engaged  in  an  exam- 
ination of  the  enemy’s  new  position,  one  of  my  signal  party  reported 
to  us  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  force  from  Bridgeport. 
He  guided  us  to  a projection  on  the  mountain  about  a mile  off, 
where  we  saw  the  head  of  the  enemy’s  column,  and  where  we 
saw  his  force  (about  5,000)  file  past  and  unite  with  the  force 
already  at  Brown’s  Ferry.  The  rear  guard  of  this  command  (about 
1,500,  with  a battery  of  artillery)  came  up  in  about  an  hour  and 
halted  about  3 miles  from  the  main  force.  The  road  between  the 
two  commands  ran  along  the  western  base  of  a series  of  heights, 
and  parallel  to  them.  The  position  that  had  been  taken  by  General 
Law’s  brigade  was  about  a mile  from  this  road,  and  opposite  the 
point  of  the  road,  about  half  way  between  the  rear  guard  and  the 
main  force. 

As  soon  as  the  rear  guard  halted  I sent  orders  to  General  Jenkins 
to  concentrate  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  his  three  brigades  that 
were  on  the  east  side,  and  to  be  ready  to  cross  it  as  soon  as  it  was 
dark  enough  to  conceal  our  men  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries, and  I directed  that  he  should  report  to  me  upon  the  mountain 
at  once.  I also  ordered  General  Law  to  advance  his  brigade  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark  and  occupy  the  height  in  his  immediate  front,  which 
commanded  the  road  between  the  enemy’s  forces. 

General  Jenkins  reported  in  time  to  see  the  positions  occupied  by 
the  enemy.  ^ He  was  ordered  to  hold  the  point  designated  for  Gen- 
eral Law  with  a sufficient  force,  while  a portion  of  his  command 
moved  up  the  road  and  captured  or  dispersed  the  rear  guard.  He 
was  also  directed,  if  time  and  circumstances  favored  it,  to  make  a 
demonstration  against  the  main  force,  and  if  an  attack  at  night 
should  give  us  such  advantage  as  to  warrant  it,  to  endeavor  to 
drive  the  enemy  across  the  river ; but  if  the  latter  should  appear 
inexpedient,  to  recross  the  mountain  before  daylight. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark  his  troops  were  put  in  motion,  but  the 
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route  across  tlie  point  of  the  mountain  was  so  difficult  that  lie  was 
not  able  to  get  liis  troops  into  tlieir  positions  until  midnight.  He 
arranged  two  brigades  under  General  Law  to  hold  the  position  be- 
tween the  enemy’s  forces,  while  his  own  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Bratton,  was  sent  to  make  the  attack  upon  the  rear  guard.  His 
fourth  brigade  (General  Benning’s)  was  held  on  the  left  of  General 
Law’s  two  in  readiness  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Bratton.  The  brigade 
under  Colonel  Bratton  claims  to  have  had  complete  success  up  to 
the  moment  that  it  was  recalled.  It  was  recalled  in  consequence  of 
General  Law’s  abandoning  his  position,  which  was  essential  to  the 
safety  of  Colonel  Bratton’s  command. 

As  soon  as  General  Law  yielded  his  position  it  became  necessary 
to  recall  Colonel  Bratton  and  send  the  troops  back  to  their  positions, 
in  order  that  they  might  pass  the  mountain  before  daylight.  The 
loss  sustained  by  the  two  brigades  under  General  Law  was  probably 
one-tenth  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  single  brigade  which  claims  a 
victory.  As  General  Law’s  troops  were  veterans,  I can  only  attribute 
the  want  of  conduct  with  his  troops  to  a strong  feeling  of  jealousy 
among  the  brigadier-generals. 

About  8 o’clock  at  night  on  the  28th,  I received  notice  that  the 
commanding  general  had  approved  my  plan,  and  information  from 
him  that  another  of  my  divisions  had  been  relieved  from  the  lines 
and  could  be  used  in  this  attack,  but  it  was  too  late  for  it  to  cross 
the  mountain  before  daylight,  and  the  success  of  the  affair  depended 
entirely  upon  a night  attack  and  a surprise.  To  have  put  two  divis- 
ions on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain  during  daylight  would  have 
exposed  them  to  an  attack  from  the  enemy’s  entire  force  without 
artillery,  and  in  a position  where  they  could  not  be  re-enforced.  My 
object  was  merely  to  inflict  such  damage  upon  the  enemy  as  might 
be  accomplished  by  a surprise.  That  the  point  was  not  essential  to 
the  enemy  at  Chattanooga  is  established  by  the  fact  that  he  supplied 
his  army  at  that  place  some  six  weeks  without  it. 

About  October  31,  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Major-General 
Breckinridge,  and  myself  were  ordered  to  examine  this  position  with 
a view  to  a general  battle.  It  was  decided  that  an  attack  was  im- 
practicable ; that  the  only  route  by  which  our  troops  could  reach 
the  held  was  a difficult  mountain  road,  only  practicable  for  infantry 
and  entirely  exposed  to  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  His  positions  were  connected  by  a short  and  easy  route,  while 
ours  would  have  been  separated  by  a mountain,  impassable  to  artil- 
lery except  by  a detour  of  some  50  miles,  and  hardly  practicable  for 
infantry.  Our  position  was  so  faulty  that  we  could  not  accomplish 
that  which  was  hoped  for.  We  were  trying  to  starve  the  enemy  out 
by  investing  him  on  the  only  side  from  which  he  could  not  have 
gathered  supplies. 

Copies of  communications  connected  with  this  matter  are  ap- 
pended to  this  report.  The  reports  of  the  subordinate  officers  have 
already  been  forwarded. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Not  found. 
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* Headquarters, 

December  25,  18G3. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  orders  in  this  case  were  as  stated  by  General  Jenkins.  The 
troops  that  he  was  to  operate  against  were  seen  and  carefully  con- 
sidered by  General  Bragg  and  myself.  I put  the  force  down  at 
5,000  at  the  outside.  General  Bragg  without  hesitation  put  it  at  a 
less  figure.  That  is  the  force  which  marched  down  Lookout  Valley 
toward  Brown’s  Ferry.  A force  of  about  1,500  men  and  a battery 
and  a few  wagons  followed  this  force  and  encamped  about  3 miles  in 
rear  of  the  main  force.  This  was  evidently  the  rear  guard,  and  this 
’was  the  force  which  I hoped  to  be  able  to  cut  off,  surprise,  and  cap- 
ture. The  dispositions  and  movements  of  the  forces,  as  mentioned 
by  General  Jeimins,  were  ordered  by  me.  The  division  by  its  figures 
should  have  mustered  5,000  men  (Hood’s  division).  The  force  that 
we  were  to  operate  against  was  parts  of  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth 
Army  Corps.  These  troops  have  more  notoriety  for  their  want  of 
steadiness  under  fire  than  for  anything  else. 

As  they  were  marched  down  Lookout  Valley  a x)art  of  their  force 
came  under  the  fire  of  one  of  our  batteries.  About  the  third  shot 
from  a Parrott  gun  threw  the  line  back  in  some  confusion.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  enemy  and  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  ground,  I speedily  arranged  the  plan  mentioned  by  General 
Jenkins  and  ordered  the  movements.  The  ridge  on  his  map  marked 
A'  B",  instead  of  being  a continuous  ridge  as  there  represented,  is  a 
succession  of  what  woodsmen  call  hogbacks,  about  300  yards  in 
length.  The  one  at  B was  to  be  held  by  the  brigades  in  position, 
while  the  enemy’s  rear  guard  was  attacked  and  captured  or  dispersed. 
The  officers  do  not  seem  to  have  appreciated  a night  attack.  It  should 
have  been  made  with  great  vigor  and  promptness,  and  completed  be- 
fore the  enemy  could  have  time  to  know  our  purposes.  When  the 
order  was  given  it  was  supposed  by  myself  that  it  would  be  executed 
by  12  o’clock  at  latesf.  Had  we  succeeded  in  that  time  we  should 
have  been  in  good  condition  to  follow  up  the  first  repulse  of  the  en- 
emy by  General  Law,  and  probably  greatly  discomfited  the  force  at 
Brown’s  Ferry. 

The  reports  of  General  Jenkins  and  General  Law  conflict,  each 
apparently  claiming  that  the  other  was  at  fault.  Considerable  stress 
seems  to  be  placed  upon  the  report  of  the  prisoner  who,  after  being 
captured,  reported  that  part  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  had  encamped  a 
little  distance  back  just  before  night.  This  was  the  force  seen  by 
many  officers,  and  estimated  by  all  as  already  stated.  I endeavored 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  officers  the  fact  that  one  musket  at 
night  would  make  more  noise  than  fifty  during  the  day.  vThe  only 
real  weak  point  about  us  was  the  jealousy  between  the  two  brigades 
already  mentioned.  This  I considered,  and  with  a momentary  doubt 
about  the  propriety  of  executing  the  plan,  but  concluded  after  a 
moment’s  hesitation  that  my  troops  were  so  steady  that  they  would 
hardly  require  commanders  after  they  were  once  in  position.  The 
plan  was  very  simple  and  very  strong.  Had  we  been  able  to  execute 
promptly,  or  had  Law  pressed  his  advantage  after  the  first  or  second 
repulse  of  the  enemy,  we  should  have  had  a great  success  at  a very 
light  cost  and  trouble. 


* Indorsement  on  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jenkins,  comma  nding  Hood’s  divis- 
ion, of  the  affair  at  Lookout  Mountain,  October  28,  1863.  Jenkins’  report  not 
found. 
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This  is  forwarded  directly  to  the  War  'Department,  with  the  re- 
quest that  it  may  be  sent  to  General  Bragg  for  his  indorsement. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding, 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarters, 
October  23,  1863. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Colonel  : I have  just  received  information  from  General  Cheat-, 
ham  that  General  Buckner  is  to  be  withdrawn  from  my  right  in  the 
morning,  that  he  may  re-enforce  General  Cheatham’s  right.  I be- 
lieve that  my  line  is  longer  than  all  the  balance  of  the  army,  and 
the  enemy  is  threatening  my  left,  which  is  the  essential  point  witlj 
him. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Hill’s  Corps,  Army  op  Tenn., 

No.  7.  ) Missionary  Ridge,  October  24,  1863. 

^ Hi  ^ ^ ^ 

II.  Major-General  Stewart  will,  from  his  reserve  line,  fill  the  gap 
made  in  the  general  line  of  the  army  by  the  withdrawal  of  Major- 
General  Buckner’s  division.  The  movement  of  General  Buckner’s 
troops  has  commenced,  and  it  is  important  that  General  Stewart 
should  at  once  make  his  dispositions.  It  is  suggested  that  one  bri- 
gade will  be  sufficient  to  connect  General  Stewart’s  left  with  Gen- 
eral McLaws’  right,  but  if  more  troops  are  needed  for  that  purpose 
they  will  be  furnished  by  General  Stewart. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge : 

JAS.  WILSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Longstreet’s  Corps, 

October  26,  1863. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Your  note  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  reconnaissance 
in  the  direction  of  Bridgeport,  &c.,  is  received.  General  Jenkins 
was  ordered  to  move  a brigade  down  and  endeavor  to  cut  off  a work- 
ing party  to-night,  and  all  the  cavalry  was  put  under  his  command, 
with  directions  that  they  should  at  the  same  time  be  pushed  down 
to  Bridgeport,  Cameron’s  and  Caperton’s  Ferries.  This  will  give  us 
a reconnaissance  of  all  the  points  in  the  vicinity  of  Bridgeport  at 
the  same  time.  The  infantry  goes  to  Nickajack  Cave,  where  the 
enemy  is  reported  to  have  some  500  or  600  men  at  work. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General, 

P.  S. — I have  no  doubt  but  the  enemy  will  cross  below  and  move 
against  our  rear.  It  is  his  easiest  and  safest  move. 
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Headquarters, 
October  27,  1863. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.  The  enemy^s  designs 
seem  to  be  to  occupy  this  bank  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  short- 
ening his  line  of  communication  and  possibly  for  the  purpose  of  cre- 
ating a diversion  near  the  point  of  Lookout  Mountain,  while  he 
moves  a heavier  force  up  to  occupy  the  mountain,  via  Johnson’s 
Crook.  The  latter  move  and  object  seems  to  me  to  be  more  impor- 
tant, essential  indeed,  than  any  such  partial  move  as  his  present  one. 
The  position  just  taken  by  the  enemy  is  the  ridge  along  the  river 
bank,  near  Brown’s  Ferry.  The  position  can  be  attacked  on  the 
flanks  by  about  a company  front,  in  front  by  a line  covering  the  en- 
tire front.  The  ridge  runs  down  close  upon  the  water’s  edge,  so  much 
so,  that  troops  cannot  pass  between  it  and  the  water. 

Any  force  that  maybe  designed  to  attack  it  will  be  obliged  to  pass 
under  the  batteries  on  the  other  side  or  up  by  Trenton.  The  only 
disposition  that  I have  made  is  to  draw  the  brigade  that  was  on  the 
other  side  of  Lookout  Mountain  close  into  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Headquartees  Longstreet’s  Corps, 

October  27,  1863. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Your  note  of  this  afternoon  is  received.  I have  pos- 
session of  Lookout  Mountain,  but  may  not  have  sufficient  force  there 
to  hold  it.  My  opinion  is  that  it  should  be  held  by  a division,  and 
that  a brigade  of  this  should  be  at  Johnson’s  Crook,  so  as  to  secure 
the  mountain  pass.  Should  I understand  the  order  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  mountain  to  mean  that  I shall  put  such  force  there  as  I 
think  necessary  to  hold  it  against  everything  that  may  come  ? To 
hold  the  mountain  anywhere,  short  of  Johnson’s  Crook,  will  only  be 
to  hold  it  until  the  enemy  sees  fit  to  take  it  away  from  us. 

I shall  order  one  of  Walker’s  brigades  up  on  the  mountain  to-mor- 
row, his  being  the  only  troops  that  are  not  occupied.  In  the  mean- 
time, I would  like  the  commanding  general  to  give  me  the  benefit  of 
his  views  more  in  detail.  I presume  that  he  does  not  mean  that  I 
shall  use  forces  in  holding  the  mountain  that  may  be  necessary  in 
holding  our  main  line  of  investment.  Yet  I may  need  some  of  the 
troops  upon  this  line  that  I ought  to  have  upon  the  mountain. 

I suggested  to  the  commanding  general  some  ten  days  ago  that  the 
mountain  should  be  held  by  an  infantry  force,  but  he  did  not  agree 
with  me  and  I did  not  feel  that  I could  detach  any  of  my  force  for 
that  purpose. 

General  Walker  will  be  ordered  to  start  one  of  his  brigades  to 
Johnson’s  Crook  early  in  the  morning. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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Headquarters, 
October  27,  1863. 

Col.  George  Williaive  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Since  answering  your  note  in  reference  to  taking  pos- 
session of  Lookout  Mountain,  I have  received  notice  that  the  enemy 
is  advancing  in  the  direction  of  Trenton,  and  in  force.  Instead  of 
trying  to  get  Walker’s  troops  up  to-morrow,  I have  thought  it  better 
to  send  one  of  Jenkins’  brigades  to-night  to  get  the  mountain  passes 
before  the  enemy  reaches  there.  I have  sent  different  orders  to  the 
cavalry  to  hold  the  mountain  passes  until  the  infantry  arrives. 

Jenkins’  troops  have  such  indifferent  transportation  that  he  will 
not  be  able  to  subsist  his  men  so  far  off.  In  fact,  he  is  now  nearly 
half  the  time  on  half  rations.  The  whole  of  Jenkins’  division  should 
be  started  down  to  Johnson’s  Crook  by  daylight,  I think,  to  insure 
the  entire  possession  of  the  mountain ; but  if  it  is  moved,  I should 
have  another  division  on  my  left  to  hold  that  part  of  my  line. 
Walker’s  division  is  not  strong  enough  to  occupj^  the  line  now  held 
by  Jenkins  should  the  commanding  general  think  it  necessary  to 
send  Jenkins  to  hold  the  mountain  at  Johnson’s  Crook. 

If  the  commanding  general  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  hold  the 
mountain  as  far  down  as  Johnson’s  Crook,  I should  be  advised  of  it 
in  time  to  recall  the  brigade  that  J enkins  has  sent  off,  before  morn- 
ing. If,  however,  the  division  is  to  go  down,  we  shall  require  much 
additional  transportation,  in  order  to  supply  our  men  and  animals 
with  food. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant- General. 

P.  S. — The  information  about  the  enemy’s  advance  upon  Trenton 
comes  from  the  signal  corps.  A report  from  Colonel  Grigsby, 
dated  3.30  p.  m.,  does  not  mention  it.  The  signals  are  later,  how- 
ever. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Hill’s  Corps, 

No.  10.  f Missionary  Ridge,  October  28,  1863 — 1.30  a.  m. 

I.  The  entire  line  of  this  corps  will  move  immediately  toward  the 
left.  Major-General  Stewart  will  have  his  left  to  rest  on  Chatta- 
nooga Creek,  and  the  divisions  of  Generals  Stovall  and  Cleburne  will 
move  to  such  points  as  will  keep  the  line  entire.  In  case  anything 
should  occur  to  prevent  the  movement  till  after  daybreak,  the  troops 
will  move  a short  distance  to  the  rear,  so  as  not  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge : 

JAS.  WILSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
October  29,  1863. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Colonel  : Your  note  of  last  night  is  received.  I did  not  contem- 
plate any  such  move  as  your  note  would  indicate.  My  intention 
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was  merely  to  seize  a hill  which  commanded  the  enemy’s  road,  and 
hold  the  hill  against  any  force  that  might  come  np  from  his  main 
body,  send  hack  on  his  track  three  brigades  to  pick  np  everything 
that  was  behind,  and,  if  time  and  circumstances  favored,  make  an 
attack  with  the  entire  division  upon  the  main  camp,  and  endeavor 
to  crowd  the  enemy  into  the  river. 

The  movement  of  even  Jenkins’  division  was  so  much  delayed  that 
I fear  that  nothing  was  accomplished.  I left  him  about  1 o’clock, 
and  we  just  got  to  the  road.  As  there  was  nothing  there,  and  it  was 
too  late  to  make  any  move  against  the  main  camp,  I directed  him  to 
see  if  he  could  find  any  wagons  behind,  and  stragglers,  and  return 
to  his  camp.  As  we  had  no  artillery,  nor  any  means  of  getting  any 
over,  I did  not  think  it  proper  to  put  a force  out  where  it  could  be 
exposed  to  that  of  the  enemy  during  daylight,  and  to  have  moved 
on  at  that  late  hour  to  attack  the  enemy’s  main  camp  would  have 
kept  us  till  after  daylight. 

When  I left  the  railroad,  there  seemed  to  be  no  prospect  of  doing 
anything. 

About  an  hour  and  a half  after  I left,  I got  a message  from  Gen- 
eral Jenkins,  stating  that  a brigade  was  heavily  engaging  the  Twelfth 
Army  Corps. 

I will  send  the  report  of  General  Jenkins  as  soon  as  it  is  made.  I 
presume  that  little  or  nothing  was  accomplished. 

I am,  colonel,  very  resiDectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  longstreet, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


No.  39. 


Organization  of  Hood’s  division, 

hood’s  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Micah  Jenkins. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  McIver  Law. 


Laic's  Brigade. 


Jenkins'  Brigade, 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  McIver  Law. 

Col.  James  L.  Sheffield. 

4th  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  L.  H. 
Scruggs. 

15th  Alabama,  Col.  William  C.  Oates. 
44th  Alabama,  Col.  William  F.  Perry. 
47th  Alabama,  [Col.  M.  J.  Bulger.] 

48th  Alabama,  Col.  James  L.  Sheffield. 


Col.  John  Bratton. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Col.  Franklin  W. 
Kilpatrick. 

2d  South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col.  Thomas 
Thomson. 

oth  South  Carolina,  Col.  A.  Coward. 

6th  South  Carolina, Maj.  John M.  White. 
Hampton  Legion,  Col.  Martin  W.  Gary. 
Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  Col.  Joseph 
Walker. 


Robertson's  Brigade. 


Benning's  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Jerome  B.  Robertson. 


Brig.  Gen.  Henry  L.  Benning. 


3d  Arkansas,  [Col.  Van  H.  Manning.] 


Ist  Texas 
4th  Texas 
5th  Texas 


Col.  A.  T.  Rainey.] 
Col.  J.  C.  G.  Kej.^ 
Col.  R.  M.  Poweffi] 


2d  Georgia,  [Col.  Edgar  M.  Butt.] 

15th  Georgia,  [Col.  Dudley  M.  Du  Bose.] 
17th  Georgia,  [Col.  Wesley  C.  Hodges.] 
20th  Georgia,  [Col.  J.  D.  WaddeU.]  ^ 
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No.  40. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  E.  Mclver  Law,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
brigade  and  Hood’s  division. 

Headquarters  Law’s  Brigade, 
Lookout  Valley,  November  3,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  brigade  was  de- 
tached, about  October  8,  for  duty  beyond  Lookout  Mountain.  The 
object  of  keeping  a force  in  that  locality,  as  I understood  it,  was  to 
blockade  the  road  leading  from  Chattanooga  to  Bridgeport,  which 
passed  near  the  point  of  Raccoon  Mountain  and  on  the  opposite  or 
west  side  of  the  Tennessee.  This  object  was  accomplished  by  plac- 
ing riflemen  along  this  bank  of  the  river,  which  at  this  point  is 
about  300  yards  wide,  to  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  wagon  trains  as  they 
passed.  In  order  to  secure  the  riflemen  who  were  engaged  in  block- 
ading the  road  it  was  necessary  to  picket  the  river  from  that  point 
to  the  bend  near  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  a distance  of  5 miles. 
This  would  either  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing-  above  and  cut- 
ting them  off,  or  give  them  sufficient  warning  to  enable  them  to 
withdraw. 

I employed  two  regiments  in  blockading  the  road  and  picketing 
the  river,  and  held  the  remaining  three,  with  a section  of  Barret’s 
battery,  in  reserve  at  a convenient  point  for  re-enforcing  any  part  of 
the  line.  As  the  line  was  long  and  necessarily  weak,  my  principal 
security  for  holding  it  was  in  having  a sufficient  reserve  to  foil  the 
enemy,  if  he  should  attempt  a crossing,  by  throwing  it  upon  him 
before  he  could  strengthen  himself  on  this  side. 

On  October  25,  by  orders  from  division  headquarters,  three  of  my 
regiments  were  withdrawn  and  brought  to  this  side  of  Lookout, 
leaving  the  two  on  picket  and  the  section  of  artillery.  Being  noti- 
fied that  Brigadier-General  Jenkins  would  be  absent  for  a few  days 
from  daylight  on  the  27th,  and  that  I would  be  left  in  command  of 
the  division,  I came  to  this  side  of  the  mountain,  leaving  Capt. 
L.  R.  Terrell,  assistant  adjutant-general,  as  my  representative  to 
superintend  the  operations  in  Lookout  Valley. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  just  before  daylight,  the  enemjq  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  fog  which  was  very  dense,  commenced  the 
passage  of  the  river  at  Brown’s  Ferry.  They  crossed  in  two  boats 
carrying  about  40  men  each.  They  were  fired  upon  by  the  pickets 
at  that  point,  and  the  landing  was  resisted  as  long  as  possible.  In- 
formation of  the  movement  was  in  the  meantime  conveyed  to  Cap- 
tain Terrell,  who  at  once  brought  forward  the  reserve,  consisting  of 
about  150  men,  and  attacked  the  first  detachment  of  the  enemy,  which 
had  landed  and  been  placed  so  as  to  cover  the  passage  of  other 
troops.  This  detachment  was  driven  almost  to  the  river  bank, 
where  a second  line  was  formed  in  position.  This  re-enforcement 
had  crossed  and  been  placed  in  position  while  the  fighting  with  the 
first  detachment  was  going  on.  Encountering  this  additional  force, 
which  could  not  be  driven  by  the  mere  handful  of  our  men  engaged, 
our  line  was  ordered  to  retire.  This  was  accomplished  in  good  order 
and  a line  of  defense  taken  up  across  the  valley,  which  was  held 
until  all  the  pickets  on  the  river  were  withdrawn. 

In  about  two  hours  and  a half  from  the  time  the  crossing  began  a 
brigade  of  the  enemy  moved  out  from  the  hills  bordering  the  river 
(which  they  had  been  diligently  engaged  in  fortifying)  into  the  val- 


Chap.  XLIII.] 


EEOPENING  OF  THE  TENNESSEE  KIVEK. 


225 


ley  beyond.  The  section  of  howitzers  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Brown  opened  upon  it,  throwing  it  into  confusion  and  compelling  it 
temporarily  to  retire.  The  enemy  was  evidently  much  astonished 
at  the  presence  of  the  artillery,  and  its  fire  was  very  effective. 
When  a second  advance  in  additional  force  was  made,  and  upon  in- 
formation that  the  enemy  was  crossing  at  another  point  above  them, 
the  two  regiments  (Fourth  and  Fifteenth  Alabama),  which  had  now 
succeeded  in  collecting  their  pickets,  with  the  artillery  retired 
slowly  toward  Lookout  Mountain.  I met  them  with  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade  at  Lookout  Creek,  where  I placed  the  command  in 
line  to  await  any  farther  advance.  The  enemy,  however,  did  not 
advance  as  far  as  the  creek,  but  continued  to  strengthen  his  position 
on  the  hill  above  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  commenced  the  construction 
of  a pontoon  bridge  half  a mile  above  the  ferry,  which  was  com- 
pleted before  noon. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  6 men  killed  and  14  wounded.  Among  the 
latter  was  Col.  W.  C.  Oates,  the  gallant  and  efficient  commander  of 
the  Fifteenth  Alabama  Regiment.  One  of  the  wounded  was  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  too  severely  injured  to  be  removed. 

At  6 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  I learned  from  my  scouts 
that  a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  was  moving  from  Shellmound 
in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and  that  this  force  was  then  in  8 or 
10  miles  of  my  position  on  Lookout  Creek.  I ascertained  further 
that  a force  of  cavalry  was  advancing  from  Kelley’s  Ferry,  where  a 
bridge  had  been  thrown  across  the  river.  This  information  was 
communicated  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  division, 
with  my  views  as  to  the  object  of  the  movement.  My  views,  as  thus 
communicated,  were  that  it  was  probably  not  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  to  attack  Lookout  Mountain  at  present,  but  to  take  possession 
of  the  railroad  as  far  as  the  Trenton  junction,  2 miles  from  the  foot 
of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  by  holding  Lookout  Valley  to  obtain  sup- 
plies by  running  wagon  trains  from  the  junction  across  the  bridge 
above  Brown’s  Ferry  to  Chattanooga.  This  has  since  been  done. 

About  noon  on  the  28th,  I was  notified  by  cavalry  scouts  and  the 
signal  post  on  Lookout  that  a heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  ap- 
proaching my  position  from  the  direction  of  Shellmound.  Soon 
afterward  his  skirmishers  appeared  in  front.  They  were  checked 
for  a time  by  my  skirmishers,  posted  so  as  to  command  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  railroad  with  the  wagon  road  leading  from  Chattanooga 
toward  Bridgeport.  My  riflemen  were  soon  forced,  however,  to 
abandon  this  position  and  take  up  the  line  of  Lookout  Creek.  The 
enemy  on  crossing  the  railroad  took  the  road  leading  to  Brown’s 
Ferry,  [being]  fired  upon  as  he  passed  by  my  section  of  howitzers 
and  the  batteries  on  Lookout  Point.  During  the  afternoon  5,000 
or  6,000  men  must  have  passed  toward  my  right. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I received  a note  from  Lieutenant-General 
Longstreet  directing  me  to  cross  the  lower  bridge  over  Lookout 
Creek,  near  its  mouth,  at  dark,  and  advance  cautiously  until  I com- 
manded the  Brown’s  Ferry  road  at  its  junction  with  the  road  leading 
across  the  lower  bridge  to  Chattanooga ; to  blockade  that  road  and 
capture  any  trains  that  might  attempt  to  pass.  This  junction  I 
should  estimate  to  be  about  a mile  from  the  bridge. 

Just  before  night  I met  Brigadier-General  Jenkins,  commanding 
division,  who  informed  me  that  three  other  brigades  of  the  division 
were  then  moving  across  the  mountain  with  the  view  of  crossing 
Lookout  Creek  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s  trains  and  capture  the  rear 
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guard  and  stragglers.  He  requested  information  regarding  the 
roads,  &c.,  as  I was  familiar  with  the  locality.  After  giving  all  the 
information  in  my  power,  I ventured  to  remark  to  him  that  in  my 
opinion  the  enemy  had  a large  force  at  the  point  upon  Avhich  we  in- 
tended to  move,  and  that  one  division  was  insufficient  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  end  in  view ; that  a failure  would  he  the  result,  and 
that  the  troops  engaged  in  it  would  he  seriously  injured.  I was  sat- 
isfied, from  close  and  constant  observation,  that  not  less  than  6,000 
or  8,000  troops’  had  been  thrown  across  the  river  from  Moccasin 
Bend  ; that  one  corps  (6,000  or  7,000  more)  had  passed  my  position 
going  toward  Brown’s  Ferry,  and  that  another  of  the  same  strength 
was  following.  General  Jenkins  replied  that  he  had  positive  orders 
to  proceed  on  the  expedition.  He  desired  me  to  send  him  two  guides 
Avho  knew  the  country  beyond  the  creek.  These  were  accordingly 
sent,  and  I immediately  commenced  the  passage  of  the  creek,  having 
previously  ordered  my  brigade  under  arms. 

A few  minutes  after  crossing,  my  advance  guard  captured  a pris- 
oner, who  rejjresented  himself  as  belonging  to  Howard’s  corps.  From 
him  and  others  of  the  same  corps,  captured  soon  afterward  at  a 
picket  post,  I learned  that  this  corps  had  passed  the  point  toward 
which  my  advance  was  directed,  viz,  the  junction  of  the  Chatta- 
nooga and  Brown’s  Ferry  roads,  and  was  encamped  about  a half 
mile  to  the  right,  and  that  a division  and  a half  of  Slocum’s  corps 
were  following.  These  we  afterward  learned  were  encamped  a mile 
higher  up  the  valley  to  the  left.  Half  a mile  beyond  the  creek  I 
formed  two  regiments  in  line,  with  skirmishers  in  front,  the  other 
regiments  moving  en  echelon  on  the  right,  and  advanced  to  the  crest 
of  the  first  wooded  hill,  where  my  line  was  adjusted  and  halted  for 
a short  time. 

The  hill  on  which  I now  rested  was  one  of  a range  of  similar  hills 
running  from  Brown’s  Ferry  close  upon  the  river  bank  for  about  a 
mile,  leaving  the  river  as  it  bends  toward  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mount- 
ain and  projecting  into  the  valley  beyond.  The  range  at  the  point 
where  my  line  was  formed  was  three-fourths  of  a mile  from  the 
Tennessee,  and  the  distance  from  the  road  along  which  my  left  ad- 
vanced (and  upon  which  it  now  rested)  to  the  point  at  which  the 
range  ran  immediately  upon  the  river  bank  was  about  a mile.  In 
the  triangle  formed  by  the  range  of  hills,  the  river,  and  the  Chatta- 
nooga i*oad  the  ground  was  all  cleared.  My  skirmishers  had  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  Brown’s  Ferry  road,  driving  off  the  picket,  and 
now  held  the  road.  Another  wooded  knoll  still  intervened  between 
my  line  of  battle  and  tlie  road. 

At  this  time  Brigadier-General  Robertson  reported  to  me  with  his 
brigade.  By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Jenkins,^  commanding  di- 
vision, Robertson’s  brigade  was  at  once  placed  in  line  with  my  own, 
with  the  excej)tion  of  two  regiments,  one  of  which  was  placed  in  re- 
serve on  the  road  to  my  left,  and  the  other  was  used  to  guard  the 
bridge  in  my  rear  and  to  watch  the  space  intervening  between  my 
right  and  the  river,  which  was  at  least  half  a mile.  With  affairs  in 
this  position  I recrossed  the  creek  to  see  General  Jenkins.  ^ I learned 
from  him  that  Colonel  Bratton,  commanding  Jenkins’  brigade,  was 
crossing  or  had  just  crossed  the  creek ; that  General  Benning  would 
follow  with  his  brigade  and  take  up  a line  on  my  left,  uniting  with 
me  and  commanding  the  Brown’s  Ferry  road  higher  up  the  valley ; 
that  Colonel  Bratton  would  push  forward  on  the  line  of  railroad 
until  he  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy.  If  he  encountered  only  a 
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small  force,  lie  was  to  pick  it  np.  If  the  enemy  proved  too  strong 
for  him,  he  was  to  retire  across  the  creek  under  cover  of  the  line  held 
by  General  Benning.  I was  instructed  to  communicate  with  Gen- 
eral Benning  and  to  control  the  road,  so  as  to  prevent  re-enforcements 
from  moving  up  it  toward  the  railroad,  and  in  case  Colonel  Bratton’s 
command  had  to  retire  to  hold  my  position  until  he  could  withdraw 
his  troops. 

Sending  a courier  to  remain  with  Bratton’s  command  until  it  com- 
menced moving,  when  he  was  to  notify  me,  I returned  to  my  own 
command.  In  a short  time  I received  information  that  Bratton  was 
in  motion.  My  line  was  at  once  ordered  forward  and  took  position 
on  the  wooded  slope  overlooking  the  road,  the  left  30  or  40  and  the 
right  150  or  200  yards  from  it.  Here  I remained^  nearly  an  hour. 
This  time  was  employed  in  strengthening  the  position  by  the  con- 
struction of  rail  and  log  breastworks  before  the  firing  began  on  the 
left. 

In  the  meantime.  General  Benning  had  come  up  on  my  left  in  rear 
of  Colonel  Bratton,  while  the  latter  had  moved  on  against  the  camp 
of  the  enemy.  Soon  after  the  fighting  on  the  left  began  I was  noti- 
fied by  Colonel  Shefiield,  of  the  Forty-eighth  Alabama  Eegiment, 
commanding  my  brigade  on  the  occasion,  that  a column  of  troops 
was  moving  from  the  camp  on  my  right  along  the  road  in  front.  I 
directed  the  skirmishers  to  retire  to  the  line  of  battle,  and  allowed 
the  head  of  the  column  to  get  opposite  to  my  left  before  firing.  One 
volley  scattered  it  in  the  fields  beyond  the  road,  where  it  attempted 
to  reform  and  move  on,  but  a second  fire  again  dispersed  it.  While 
this  was  taking  place  other  troops  were  coming  up  from  the  right, 
and,  our  position  having  now  been  disclosed,  they  turned  to  attack  it. 

Their  line  of  attack  was  formed  obliquely  to  our  own,  their  left 
coming  in  contact  with  our  line  first  and  striking  it  near  the  right. 
This  caused  their  left  to  be  forced  in  upon  our  position  by  the  other 
parts  of  their  line  as  it  advanced.  The  first  attack  was  easily  re- 
pulsed. The  second  was  made  in  heavier  force  with  a like  result  at 
all  points  of  the  line  except  one.  This  was  at  the  junction  of  the 
Forty-fourth  and  Fifteenth  Alabama  Regiments.  Here  the  enemy, 
forced  in  by  the  right  of  their  line  upon  a vacant  space  in  our  own, 
caused  by  detaching  a company  for  service  as  vedettes  between  my 
right  and  the  river,  broke  through  the  line.  Parts  of  both  regiments 
gave  way.  By  the  exertions  of  Colonel  Sheffield,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Fourth  Alabama,  which  had  cleared  its  front  of  the 
enemy,  the  line  was  re-established  and  the  enemy  driven  from  it. 
Before  this  second  attack  took  place  the  firing  on  the  railroad  had 
ceased,  and  a message  was  brought  me  by  Captain  Jamison,  of  Gen- 
eral Jenkins’  staff,  to  the  effect  that  Colonel  Bratton  had  encountered 
a heavy  force  of  the  enemy  (a  corps,  I think,  he  said) ; that  General 
Jenkins  was  withdrawing,  and  that  he  wished  me  to  withhold  my 
position  until  he  could  retire. 

A few  moments  before  this  message  came  I had  dispatched  a cou- 
rier to  General  Jenkins  to  report  to  him  that  the  enemy  was  attacking 
me  in  front ; that  it  was  possible  for  him  to  pass  troops  in  rear  of 
those  engaged  in  this  attack  to  the  point  at  which  I supposed  Colo- 
nel Bratton  to  be,  and  that  if  this  should  be  done  Bratton  might 
be  placed  in  a dangerous  position.  Very  soon  another  messenger 
brought  substantially  the  same  message  delivered  by  Captain  Jami- 
son, and  informed  me  further  that  Colonel  Bratton’s  command  was 
at  the  creek,  and  either  crossing  or  about  to  cross  (I  cannot  now  re- 
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call  wlLich).  About  tbe  same  time  General  Robertson,  who  was 
watching  tbe  extreme  right,  reported  that  a strong  force  of  the  enemy 
was  nioving  over  the  adjoining  hill  on  our  right,  the  head  of  the  col- 
umn having  made  its  appearance  on  the  edge  of  the  triangular  open- 
ing in  my  rear,  which  I have  already  described,  and  near  the  river 
bank.  My  vedettes  also  reported  the  same  thing. 

In  the  meantime,  the  second  attack  had  commenced.  When  the 
firing  had  almost  ceased  I gave  orders  for  the  whole  line  to  retire  to 
the  hill  on  which  it  had  first  formed  ; thence  into  the  hollow  behind 
it,  and  thence  by  flanking  to  the  left  into  the  road  and  across  the 
bridge.  To  cover  this  movement  I held  the  road  with  a strong  force 
of  skirmishers,  and  directed  General  Robertson  to  place  the  First 
Texas  Regiment,  together  with  part  of  the  Fifth  Texas,  already 
there,  on  an  open  hill  between  the  bridge  and  the  point  from  which 
the  enemy  was  moving  on  our  right.  The  movement  was  executed 
in  a quiet  and  leisurely  manner,  the  enemy  in  front  making  no  eftbrt 
to  follow. 

During  the  engagement  of  Colonel  Bratton  with  the  enemy  no 
troops  passed  from  the  right  along  the  road  or  in  sight  of  it.  It  was 
possible,  however,  for  them  to  pass  near  the  foot  of  Raccoon  Mount- 
ain while  the  attack  on  my  position  was  progressing.  When  the 
order  for  my  command  to  retire  was  given  I had  already  received 
information  that  Colonel  Bratton  had  been  withdrawn  ; that  he  was 
actually  at  the  bridge,  and  the  firing  on  the  left  had  ceased  for 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  half  an  hour.  Believing  that  the  object  for 
which  my  position  was  occupied  had  been  accomplished,  I with- 
drew. The  movement  of  the  enemy  on  my  right  would  in  a few 
minutes  more  have  necessitated  a change  of  position,  and  the  intel- 
ligence of  this  movement  had  its  influence  in  determining  the  pre- 
cise moment  of  withdrawal.  But  independent  of  this,  the  order  was 
based  on  my  understanding  of  the  plan  of  operations  and  the  con- 
viction that  it  was  in  accordance  with  that  plan. 

I would  call  attention  to  accompanying  reports  of  General  Robert- 
son and  Colonel  Sheffield,  commanding  brigades. 

For  a statement  of  our  loss,  which  was  slight,  I refer  to  the  list  of 
casualties. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  M.  LAW, 

Brigadier-  General, 

[Capt.  R.  M.  Simms, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General.  ] 


Ro.  41. 

Beport  of  Col.  James  L.  Sheffield,  Forty -eighth  Alabama  Infantry, 
commanding  Laiv^s  brigade. 

Headquarters  Forty-eighth  Alabama  Regiment, 

November  3,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  Law’s  brigade  in  the  engagement  near  Lookout  Creek  on 
the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo  : 

About  7 p.  m.  I received  orders  to  put  my  regiment  (Forty-eighth 
Alabama)  under  arms.  In  lialf  an  hour  I received  orders  to  move 
across  the  bridge  across  Lookout  Creek.  After  crossing  the  creek 
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Vv^e  had  not  advanced  very  far  before  the  pickets  captured  a prisoner, 
apparently  very  drunk,  who  reported  he  belonged  to  Hov/ard’s  corps. 
After  moving  up  the  road  a short  distance  I was  ordered  to  file  my 
regiment  to  the  right  in  an  open  field  at  the  base  of  a ridge  in  my 
front,  and  form  line  of  battle  in  one  rank.  I then  sent  pickets  in 
front  under  Captain  Eubanks,  who  soon  reported  no  enemy  on  the 
ridge.  I then  advanced  rapidly,  taking  possession  of  the  ridge. 

The  object  in  obtaining  the  ridge  was,  I suppose,  to  command  the 
road  leading  down  the  valley  from  Trenton  and  Kelley’s  Ferry  to 
Brown’s  Ferry,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  It  was  very  soon  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  another  and  higher  ridge  in  our  front,  beyond 
which  the  road  ran.  The  general  commanding  (Law)  informed  me 
of  these  facts,  and  ordered  me  to  advance  and  obtain  possession  of 
the  ridge  in  front  at  all  hazards.  I had  sent  Captain  Eubanks  for- 
ward with  5 men,  who  soon  sent  1 of  the  men  back ; reported  no 
enemy  on  the  ridge,  but  a large  encampment  of  Federal  troops  about 
half  a mile  from  the  point  of  the  ridge  where  my  left  was  to  rest. 
He  (Captain  Eubanks)  with  4 men  crossed  the  ridge,  came  up  the 
valley  round  to  where  the  Chattanooga  road  intersected  the  same, 
and  reported  the  above  facts.  While  reporting  to  me  the  pickets 
near  the  forks  of  the  road  captured  a prisoner.  I had  given  orders 
to  my  lieutenant-colonel  to  move  the  regiment  forward. 

About  this  time  I was  informed  that  a line  of  20  or  30  Yankee 
skirmishers  was  deployed  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  who  had  evidently  come  down  the  Kelley’s  Ferry  road.  I or- 
dered Cax-)tain  McDuff ee,  with  his  company,  to  the  left,  with  instruc- 
tions to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  skirmishers  if  possible.  The  regiment 
had  not  advanced  but  a short  distance  till  a fire  was  opened  upon  the 
left  wing  (from  the  skirmishers,  I suppose).  A few  shots  from  Ca]3- 
tain  McDuffee’s  company  soon  scattered  them,  he  capturing  8 pris- 
oners. The  regiment  continued  to  advance,  and  soon  had  possession 
of  the  ridge,  meeting  with  no  resistance  except  a slight  skirmish  on 
the  left.  Here  it  was  the  brave  and  gallant  Captain  Eubanks  fell 
mortally  wounded  and  3 privates  severely  wounded.  I put  my  regi- 
ment in  position  with  its  left  resting  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  and 
some  30  or  40  paces  from  the  valley  road. 

I was  at  this  time  notified  to  take  command  of  the  brigade.  As 
each  regiment  arrived  it  was  put  in  position —on  the  right,  the  Forty- 
seventh  Alabama,  the  Fourth  Alabama  in  the  center,  the  Forty- 
fourth  Alabama  on  its  right,  and  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade  [?].  I immediately  put  out  vedettes  in  front  of  each 
regiment  along  the  valley  road,  and  one  company  from  the  Fifteenth 
Alabama  on  the  right  across  the  ridge.  I then  ordered  commanders 
of  regiments  to  have  their  men  put  up  breastworks  of  rails,  logs, 
&c. , which  was  promptly  done. 

Here  we  remained  perfectly  quiet  about  an  hour,  when  the  vedettes 
in  front  reported  a column  of  Yankees  advancing  up  the  valley  road 
from  the  direction  of  Brown’s  Ferry.  Orders  were  given  to  let  them 
advance  till  the  head  of  the  column  was  opposite  the  left  of  my  line, 
which  was  done,  when  a well-directed  fire  drove  them  back  in  con- 
fusion. 

In  a short  time  he  rallied,  returned,  and  made  an  effort  to  charge 
the  works  on  the  [ridge.  ] He  was  handsomely  repulsed  and  gave 
back  ill  confusion.  He  must  have  suffered  severely  in  this  charge, 
from  the  cries  and  groans  of  the  wounded  in  our  front.  Being  driven 
back,  he  rallied  and  left  the  road,  crossing  a field  in  our  front.  The 
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left  wing  of  the  Forty-eighth  Alabama  and  an  Arkansas  regiment  on 
my  left  opened  fire  upon  him  and  caused  some  confusion  in  his  ranks. 
In  a short  time  an  attack  was  made  on  my  right,  which  rested  some 
200  yards  from  the  valley  road,  with  thick" undergrowth  between  our 
works  and  the  road,  which  was  handsomely  repulsed. 

In  a few  minutes  another  and  more  vigorous  attack  was  made  upon 
the  right,  meeting  the  same  fate  as  the  first  attack.  Being  fearful 
of  a flank  attack,  I now  strengthened  the  company  on  the  right  with 
two  other  companies,  one  from  the  Fifteenth  and  one  from  the  Forty- 
fourth  Alabama.  Shortly  afterward  I was  notified  by  one  of  the 
pickets  on  the  right  that  a column  of  Yankees  had  passed  around 
my  right  near  the  river.  I notified  General  Law  of  the  fact,  and 
he  sent  forward  the  Fourth  Texas  Regiment,  which  was  promptly 
placed  in  position  on  my  right  by  Captain  Terrell,  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  In  a few  minutes  after  placing  this  regiment  in  position  a 
vigorous  attack  was  made  upon  the  front  of  the  Fourth,  Forty-fourth 
and  Fifteenth  Alabama,  some  two  or  three  columns  deep.  The  en- 
emy was  repulsed,  but  returned  in  a short  time  more  vigorously,  and  ^ 
strengthened  by  several  columns,  who  broke  through  my  lines  over 
our  works,  the  left  of  the  Forty-fourth  Alabama  having  given  way. 

I here  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scruggs,  commanding  the 
Fourth  Alabama,  to  swing  his  regiment  across  the  ridge  and  to  hold 
his  position  at  any  sacrifice,  which  was  promptly  done,  the  men  and 
officers  acting  promptly.  Here  I ordered  Colonel  Perry,  command- 
ing the  Forty-fourth  Alabama,  to  rally  his  men  and  take  his  position 
at  all  hazards.  The  Fourth  Alabama  co-operating  with  him  soon 
drove  the  enemy  from  and  beyond  the  breastworks.  He  soon  re- 
turned, but  was  driven  back. 

About  this  time  I received  orders  from  General  Law  to  fall  back 
to  the  bald  hill  near  the  bridge.  When  I received  this  order  the  fir- 
ing had  ceased.  I gave  the  order  to  fall  back  in  order  and  in  line  of 
battle.  I fell  back  to  the  first  ridge  ; remained  there  a few  minutes 
and  then  fell  back  to  where  I first  formed  line  of  battle,  when  I re- 
ceived orders  to  recross  the  bridge.  In  leaving  the  ridge  where  I had 
engaged  the  enemy  I was  notified  of  a column  of  the  enemy  advanc- 
ing down  the  valley  from  the  river  between  the  two  ridges.  At  the 
same  time  I saw  a heavy  column  marching  by  the  flank  on  my  left, 
which  was  evidently  the  column  which  passed  through  the  field  in 
my  front  in  the  direction  where  General  J enkins’  brigade  was  en- 
gaged. We  had  .been  in  our  position  on  the  ridge,  I suppose,  one 
hour  or  more  before  the  firing  commenced  on  our  left  by  General 
Jenkins’  brigade. 

I cannot  close  my  report  without  expressing  my  thanks  to  Lieut. 
Joseph  B.  Hardwick  and  Sergeant-Major  Robbins,  of  the  Forty- 
eighth  Alabama,  who  volunteered  to  assist  me,  in  their  promptness 
to  deliver  every  order  ; also  to  the  commanders  and  company  officers 
and  men  of  the  Fourth,  Forty-seventh,  and  Forty -eighth  Alabama 
Regiments  for  promptness  in  driving  back  the  enemy  in  the  several 
charges  , also  to  Colonel  Perry,  of  the  Forty-fourth,  for  rallying  his 
men  and  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  they  had  taken.  These 
regiments  were  under  my  immediate  observation. 

The  casualties  were : Fourth  Alabama,  1 killed ; Fifteenth  Ala- 
bama, 5 wounded,  2 officers  and  9 men  missing  ; Forty-fourth  Ala- 
ibama,  1 killed,  10  wounded,  11  missing;  Forty-seventli  Alabama, 
none  ; Fortj^-eighth  Alabama,  1 mortally  wounded  (Captain  Eubanks) 
and  3 privates  wounded. 
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The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  evidently  very  great; 'much  more  so 
than  ours. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^ J.  L.  SHEFFIELD, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Law's  Brigade, 

Capt.  L.  R.  Terrell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ho.  42. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Bratton,  Sixth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  com- 
manding Jenkins'  brigade. 

Headquarters  Jenkins’  Brigade, 

November  1,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  General  Jenkins’  brigade  on  the  night  of  October  28  : 

Having  passed  from  our  regular  position  on  the  line  to  the  other 
side  of  Lookout  Mountain,  in  accordance  with  orders  crossed  Look- 
out Creek  near  the  railroad  bridge  and  formed  lines  of  battle.  The 
Sixth  Regiment  (Major  White)  was  sent  to  occupy  a hill  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters  one  on  the  left.  The 
rest  of  the  brigade,  except  the  Hampton  Legion  (Colonel  Gary), 
which  was  left  to  guard  a gap  between  me  and  General  Law  until 
relieved  by  General  Benning,  swept  clown  the  railroad  between  the 
hills  mentioned  to  the  Trenton  road,  capturing  a few  pickets  or  strag- 
glers. I then  changed  direction  to  the  left  and  advanced  down  the 
Trenton  road  with  four  regiments — the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters, 
Colonel  Walker;  Second  Rifles,  Colonel  Thomson  ; First  South  Car- 
olina Volunteers,  Colonel  Kilpatrick,  and  Fifth  Regiment,  Col.  A. 
Coward.  The  Sixth  (Major  White)  was  ordered  to  advance  to  the 
Trenton  road  and  throw  its  pickets  out  to  watch  the  Selby  Farm 
road  as  well  as  the  Brown’s  Ferry  road.  The  Legion  was  by  this 
time  relieved,  and  was  following  in  our  rear  to  be  used  as  reserve. 

The  line  thus  formed  advanced  without  opposition  until  near  a 
branch,  about  half  a mile  from  the  point  at  which  we  entered  the 
Trenton  road.  There,  after  some  little  picket  firing,  our  skirmish- 
ers crossed  the  branch,  and  came  in  sight  of  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 
A hasty  observation  showed  that  there  was  considerable  commotion 
in  their  camp.  Whether  it  was  of  preparation  to  receive  or  leave  us 
I could  not  tell,  but  the  hurrying  hither  and  thither  could  be  seen  by 
the  light  of  their  camp  fires,  Avhich  they  were  then  extinguishing. 
I immediately  threw  three  regiments — Second  Rifles,  Colonel  Thom- 
son; First,  Colonel  Kilpatrick,  and  Fifth,  Colonel  Coward — upon 
them,  with  orders  not  to  fire  until  they  passed  our  skirmishers.  The 
Palmetto  Sharpshooters  (Colonel  Walker)  were  ordered  to  advance 
and  take  position  on  the  railroad  on  wfiiat  v/as  supposed  to  be  the 
enemy’s  flank.  The  three  regiments  had  not  advanced  far  before  a 
very  heavy  fire  wms  developed,  so  heavy  on  the  Second  Rifles  as  to 
cause  it  to  halt  and  finally  to  fall  back.  This  stopped  the  advance, 
leaving  the  other  two  en  echelon  on  the  field,  the  Fifth  on  the  right 
and  in  advance.  I at  once  ordered  up  the  Sixth  from  its  position  in 
the  rear  to  act  as  reserve,  and  put  the  Hampton  Legion  (Colonel 
Gary)  in  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  (Colonel  Coward).  Colonel  Gary 
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moved  up  and,  passing  over  the  line  of  skirmishers,  who  were  fight- 
ing on  the  right  and  a little  in  the  rear  of  the  Fifth,  drove  the  enemy- 
through  their  camp  and  entirely  beyond  their  wagon  camp. 

By  this  time  the  Sixth,  under  Major  White,  had  reported,  and 
was  in  position  on  the  ground  at  first  occupied  by  the  Second  Kifles. 
The  position  of  things  at  this  time  was  entirely  fa vorable  to  a grand 
charge.  Our  line  was,  as  it  were,  two  sides  of  a wide-spread  V (see 
annexed  sketch),  the  Fifth  and  Hampton  Legion  on  the  right,  and 


the  Sixth  and  Palmetto  Sharpshooters  on  the  left,  the  First  at  the 
point.  Second  Rifles  on  the  left,  behind  the  railroad.  The  enemy, 
with  his  left  driven,  crowded  and  huddled  upon  his  center,  occupied 
the  base.  His  line  of  fire  at  this  time  certainly  was  not  more  than 
300  or  400  yards  in  length,  and  but  from  50  to  150  yards  in  breadth, 
the  sparkling  fire  making  a splendid  pyrotechnic  display  and  en- 
couraging the  hope  that  the  balls  intended  for  us  v^ere  lodging  on 
themselves. 

At  this  juncture  I received  orders  to  withdraw  and  move  back^  in 
good  order,  as  the  enemy  were  pressing  in  the  rear.  While  making 
arrangements  for  the  charge  I had  sent  back  to  ask  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Logan,  who  followed  us  over  the  mountain  with  the  pickets 
of  the  brigade  that  were  on  post  when  we  left,  be  sent  up  to  me. 
The  answer  to  this  request  was  delivered  just  then,  that  Colonel 
Logan  was  about  engaging  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  and  that  I must 
withdraw  and  move  back  at  once.  , I moved  the  Sixth  Regiment  to 
the  position  behind  the  railroad  and  ordered  it  to  pour  its  fire  upon 
the  crowded  mass  of  the  enemy.  Under  this  fire  the  rest  of  the  bri- 
gade was  withdrawn.  Colonels  Coward  and  Gary  were  first  with- 
drawn and  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
in  rear  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  others,  which  was  done,  and  all 
passed  through,  bringing  away  most  of  our  wounded  and  many  of 
the  guns  left  on  the  field.  I then  moved  on  to  the  bridge  over  Look- 
out Creek,  Colonel  Coward  bringing  up  the  rear.  Here  we  formed 
line  of  battle  to  cover  the  retreat  and  passage  of  G eneral  Benning^s 
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brigade,  and  were  the  last  to  recross  the  creek.  I was  ordered  back 
to  camp,  which  I reached  a little  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  of 
October  29. 

Our  loss,  I regret  to  say,  is  most  serious.  Colonel  Kilpatrick,  of 
the  First  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  distinguished  not  only  for  gal- 
lantry but  for  efficiency,  was  shot  through  the  heart  early  in  the 
engagement.  His  bearing  was  such  as  those  who  knew  [him]  best 
expected,  heroic.  His  loss  is  irremediable  to  his  regiment. 

The  inclosed  list  of  casualties  will  display  to  you  the  character  as 
well  as  amount  of  our  loss. 

To  my  fellow  colonels  and  commanders  of  regiments  I am  deeply 
indebted  for  their  gallantry,  good  management  of  their  commands, 
and  prompt  and  unhesitating  obedience  to  orders.  The  steady  cour- 
age and  cool  bearing  of  officers  and  men  under  my  command  saved 
us  from  any  of  the  horrible  accidents  that  can  so  easily  attend  night 
attacks.  To  say  that  I am  proud  of  their  conduct  would  but  feebly 
express  my  feelings.  I refer  you  to  accompanying  reports*  of  com- 
manders of  regiments  for  particulars  as  to  the  parts  taken  by  them. 

I have  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  services  of  Capt.  James  L.  Coker, 
Sixth  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general on  my  staff.  He  was  seriously  wounded  while  nobly 
performing  his  duty. 

My  couriers  and  a guide  from  General  Law’s  brigade,  whose  name 
I did  ^ not  learn,  are  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  their  conduct  on  the 
occasion. 

I cannot  close  without  special  mention  of  Courier  George  Peitz, 
whose  enthusiastic  gallantry  and  intelligent  conveyance  of  orders, 
after  the  fall  of  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  contributed 
greatly  to  the^good  order  and  success  of  the  withdrawal. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  BRATTON, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  R.  M.  Simms, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

‘ [Inclosure.] 


Casualties  in  Jenkins’  brigade,  Col.  John  Bratton  commanding,  in  the  action  at 
Lookout  Mountain  on  the  night  of  October  28,  1863 


Officers  and  men. 

Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

1st  South  Carolina 

2 

38 

5 

45 

2d  South  Carolina  Rifles 

6 

51 

7 

64 

5th  South  Carolina 

9 

84 

9 

102 

6th  South  Carolina 

13 

3 

16 

Hampton  Legion 

8 

65 

12 

85 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters 

6 

35 

44 

Total 

31 

286 

39 

356 

■^‘Not  found. 
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ISTo.  43. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jerome  B.  Robertson,  C.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing brigade. 

Headquarters  Texas  Brigade, 

Near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  5,  1863. 

Captain  : I lierewitli  submit  a report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
brigade  in  the  affair  of  the  night  of  the  28th. 

■ to  Brigadier- 
On  reporting 
battle  in  the 


On  arriving  at  the  railroad  I was  ordered  to  report 


General  Law,  who  had  crossed  at  the  lower  bridge, 
to  him  I was  ordered  to  form  my  brigade  in  line  of 
open  field  at  the  foot  of  the  first  timbered  hill,  to  act  as  a support  to 
his  brigade,  which  was  in  line  of  battle  near  the  road.  After  re- 
maining in  this  position  a short  time  I was  ordered  to  send  forward 
to  General  Law  two  regiments.  I sent  my  two  left  regiments  (the 
Third  Arkansas  and  the  First  Texas),  which  were  placed  on  the  left 
of  General  Law’s  line,  the  First  supporting  the  Third.  From  where 
I first  formed  line  I threw  vedettes  out  to  my  right  to  watch  the 
road  running  up  the  river  from  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  camp 
near  Brown’s  Ferry. 

About  the  time  the  Third  Arkansas  and  First  Texas  got  into  their 
positions  one  of  these  vedettes  reported  the  enemy  on  or  near  the 
road  above  alluded  to,  and  they  were  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  near 
the  open  field.  I s^nt  and  notified  General  Law  of  it.  I was  then 
ordered  to  move  one  regiment  to  the  bridge,  and  from  it  send  a picket 
to  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Creek  and  one  up  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and  with  the  remainder  to  guard  the  bridge.  The  Fifth  Texas  was 
thus  disposed  of.  This  bridge  guard  was  placed  in  the  open  field 
near  the  bridge  and  across  the  road  leading  down  the  river  bank, 
with  a strong  picket  thrown  forward  to  the  base  of  the  hill  in  the 
field  on  the  road,  and  from  this  picket  vedettes  were  thrown  forward 
to  watch  the  approaches  along  the  river  bank. 

The  Fourth  Texas,  my  remaining  regiment,  was  ordered  forward 
by  General  Law  and  placed  on  the  right  of  his  line.  Finding  that 
there  was  a considerable  space  between  the  right  of  General  Law’s 
line  and  the  river,  I sent  forward  two  men,  taken  from  the  vedette 
post  first  established,  to  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  enemy  re- 
ported to  be  there.  These  men  failed  to  return  and  were  some  of 
the  missing.  I regret  that  I did  not  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment  take 
their  names,  as  they  were  very  prompt  in  obeying  the  order  to  for- 
ward. 

After  giving  orders  to  that  portion  of  the  Fifth  guarding  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  bridge  to  hold  their  position  at  every  hazard,  I 
hastened  to  General  Law  and  reported  this  condition  of  affairs  on 
his  right.  Very  soon  after  this  I received  orders  from  General  Law 
to  form  the  First  Texas  Regiment,  whicli  he  sent  me,  on  the  hill  in 
the  open  field  and  to  the  rear  of  the  place  where  I first  formed  line 
of  battle,  and  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the  command.  This  was 
promjhly  done,  and  the  troops  passed  out  across  the  bridge  leisurely, 
in  good  order,  without  any  confusion  or  excitement.  I remained 
here  with  the  First  Texas  until  ordered  by  General  Law  to  march 
this  regiment  out,  which  was  done. 
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I herewith  submit  the  reports*,  of  the  several  regimental  com- 
manders. 

My  casualties  are  1 wounded  and  8 missing. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

Captain  Terrell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Laiv’s  Brigade. 


OCTOBER  27,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Cherokee  County,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Lieut  C.  H.  Taylor,  Thomas^  Legion,  C.  S.  Army, 

Murphy,  N.  C., 
November  1,  1863. 

Sir  : On  October  27,  General  Vaughn,  with  a detachment  of  his 
mounted  men,  overtook  Goldman  Bryson,  with  his  company  of 
mounted  robbers,  in  Cherokee  County,  N.  C.,  attacked  him,  killing 
2 and  capturing  17  men  and  30  horses. 

On  the  28th,  I left  Murphy  with  19  men,  taking  Bryson’s  trail 
through  the  mountains ; followed  him  25  miles,  when  I came  upon 
him  and  fired  on  him,  killing  him  and  capturing  1 man  with  him. 
I found  in  his  possession  his  orders  from  General  Burnside  and  his 
roll  and  other  papers. 

My  men  all  acted  nobly;  marched  two  days,  and  without  anything 
to  eat. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

C.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Lieutenant,  Comdg.  Co.  B,  Infantry  Regt,  Thomas'^  Legion, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 

Commanding  Battalion,  Thomas^  Legion. 

[Inclosure.] 

Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  56.  ) Knoxville,  East  Tenn.,  October  2%,  1863. 

^ ^ 

VI.  Capt.  G.  Bryson,  First  Tennessee  National  Guard,  is  hereby 
ordered  to  proceed  with  his  command  to  North  Carolina  and  vicinity, 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting,  and  will  return  here  within  a fortnight, 
when  he  will  report  in  person  at  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Burnside  : 

EDWARD  M.  NEILL, 

Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

[General  Bragg:] 

Permit  me,  general,  to  recommend  to  your  notice  C.  H.  Taylor, 
lieutenant,  who  commanded  the  Indians  at  the  killing  of  Captain 
Bryson.  You  will  pardon  me,  general,  in  not  sending  this  through 
the  proper  channel,  as  we  have  no  mails. 

W.  C.  WALKER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Battalion,  Thomas’  Legion. 


* Not  found. 
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OCTOBER  29,  1863. — Skirmisli  at  Centreville,  Tenn. 

Eeport  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  3,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  a.  m.,  Ith.) 

Major  : General  R.  S.  Granger  reports  from  Rasliville  tliat  lie 
sent  a detachment  of  cavalry  from  that  place,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shelley,  to  pursue  Hawkins  and  other  guerrilla  chiefs. 
Overtook  Hawkins  near  Piney  Factory.  Routed  and  pursued  him 
to  Centreville,  where  he  made  a stand.  Routed  him  again  and  pur- 
sued him  until  his  forces  dispersed.  Rebel  loss,  15  or  20  killed  and 
66  prisoners.  Our  loss,  1 severely  and  several  slightly  wounded. 

Rebels  have  fired  40  or  50  shells  from  top  of  Lookout  to-day  with- 
out doing  any  damage.  We  are  getting  supplies  by  steam-hoat  up 
the  river  as  fast  as  they  arrive  by  railroad  at  Bridgeport.  We 
shall  need  more  rolling  stock  on  the  railroad  immediately  to  keep 
this  army  supplied.  One  of  my  scouts  to-day  reports  that  20,000  or 
30,000  rebels,  under  Buckner,  have  moved  in  direction  of  Knoxville 
to  attack  Burnside.  The  movement  of  troops  in  that  direction  is 
corroborated  by  other  scouts,  but  they  do  not  agree  as  to  numbers. 

My  river  guards,  stationed  as  high  up  as  Piney  Creek,  report  all 
quiet  in  their  front. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General, 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief, 


OCTOBER  29-NOVEMBER  2,  1863. — Scout  from  Winchester  to  Fayette- 
ville, Tenn. 

Eeport  of  Maj.  Joseph  P.  Lesslie,  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Hear  Winchester,  Tenn., 

November  3,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  according  to  instruc- 
tions received  at  your  headquarters  October  29,  under  the  instruction 
of  Captain  Greenwood,  I iDroceededto  Fayetteville,  by  way  of  Lynch- 
burg, where,  on  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  we  lay 
over  one-half  of  one  day. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  we  arrived  at  Fayetteville  about  12  m., 
where  I established  my  quarters,  allowing  my  men  to  occupy  the 
vacant  buildings  of  the  town.  I then  stationed  23ickets  on  all  the 
roads  leading  to  town. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  Hovember,  I sent  out  two  companies 
for  the  purpose  of  pressing  stock,  in  charge  of  a commissioned  offi- 
cer, with  instructions  to  receipt  for  all  taken. 

When  the  officer  in  charge  returned  in  the  evening  he  reported  to 
me  that  he  had  been  informed  by  good  authority  that  there  was  a 
force  of  not  less  than  800  strong  scattered  through  the  vicinity,  com- 
posed of  three  companies  of  guerrillas — one  commanded  by  Captain 
Davis,  another  by  Captain  George  ; the  other  now  I do  not  recollect. 
Also  a detachment  of  Roddey’s  force.  These  were  said  to  be  in  small 
detachments  through  the  country.  I also  received  the  same  infor- 
mation from  citizens  and  negroes.  I then  ordered  a lieutenant  and 
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10  men  to  take  a report  of  tke  same  to  your  headquarters,  but  imme- 
diately after  I received  a report  to  me  that  the  pickets  were  captured 
on  the  Elkton  road ; also  that  the  pickets  were  fired  on  from  the 
bridge  across  Elk  River.  Rockets  were  seen  to  be  thrown  up  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I then  deemed  it  unsafe  for  a small 
force  to  go  through  alone,  so  I countermanded  the  order,  sending 
the  courier,  but  ordered  two  companies  to  proceed  at  once  to  take 
the  Elkton  road  and  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  attack.  After  an 
absence  of  about  two  hours  they  returned,  bringing  the  body  of 
Captain  Mason,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  picket  post,  and  2 wounded 
men. 

The  account  the  wounded  men  gave  was  that  at  about  8 p.  m.  a 
body  of  about  20  men  appeared  to  them  from  toward  town.  They 
were  challenged  at  the  proper  distance.  When  a*sked,  Who  comes 
there  ?”  the  reply  was,  ‘‘Friends  to  relieve  the  pickets.”  Then,  being 
ordered  by  the  deceased  captain  to  advance,  they  advanced  in  mass 
to  where  the  captain  stood  in  the  road,  shot  him  down,  fired  on  the 
balance  of  the  pickets,  and  ordered  them  to  surrender.  They  then 
passed  on  to  the  vedettes,  fired  on  them,  wounded  1,  and  captured 
another.  They  did  not  take  the  arms  or  horses  from  any  but  the 
vedettes.  They  took  but  1 prisoner. 

I then — this  being  about  9 p.  m. — ordered  Major  Lamson  to  take 
2 companies  and  proceed  with  the  led  animals  and  cattle  to  Win- 
chester, by  way  of  Salem.  I remained  with  the  balance  of  the 
command  to  prevent  whatever  force  there  might  be  from  crossing 
the  river,  as  the  force  was  reported  to  be  on  the  Fayetteville  side  of 
Elk  River. 

I remained  there  until  7 a.  m.,  when  I proceeded  to  join  my  com- 
mand at  Winchester,  bringing  1 prisoner,  said  to  be  a lieutenant 
lately  from  Chattanooga  at  home  on  sick-leave. 

The  pressed  stock  consisted  of  76  head  of  beef  cattle,  76  horses, 
and  15  mules,  which  have  been  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster. 
There  was  no  vedette  in  the  rear  of  the  captured  picket  post.  The 
reason  of  not  having  a medical  officer  along  was  this  : We  had  but 
one  in  the  regiment,  and  he  was  necessarily  detained  in  camp.  All 
the  sick  were  left  with  two-thirds  the  force  of  the  regiment. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  LESSLIE, 

Major  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry, 

Maj.  W.  H.  Sinclair, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HOVEMBEE  1,  1863. — Scout  from  Bovina  Station  to  Baldwin’s  Ferry,  Miss. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Newell  W.  Spicer,  First  Kansas  Infantry 

Hdqrs.  First  Kansas  Mounted  Rifles, 

Bovina  Station,  Miss.,  November  1,  1863. 
General  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order,  I started  at  daylight  this  morning  with  my 
command,  to  reconnoiter  the  country  and  roads  south  of  Black  River 
Bridge,  between  my  position  and  the  river,  toward  Baldwin’s  Ferry. 
I penetrated  to  the  ferry,  but  during  my  scout  discovered  no  signs 
of  the  enemy  other  than  the  road-marks  of  the  party,  seen  by  our 
■pickets  on  yesterday  afternoon. 
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The  crossing  at  Baldwin’s  Ferry  I judged  not  fordable,  from  the 
depth  of  Avater.  It  has  evidently  not  been  recently  used  as  a cross- 
ing place  from  the  absence  of  any  marks  or  indications  and  the 
roads  leading  to  it  from  this  side  being  effectually  blockaded  by 
fallen  trees.  I attempted  to  go  up  the  river  bank  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  any  crossing  that  might  be  in  that  direction,  out  on  ac- 
count of  these  obstructions  I could  not  proceed.  I discovered  no 
roads  leading  to  the  right  from  the  direct  road  to  the  ferry, 
which  converges  with  the  Vicksburg  road  near  the  plantation  of 
Mrs.  Bachelor.  Several  roads  diverge  to  the  left,  toward  the  Black, 
between  the  position  of  our  picket  and  the  intersection  of  the  roads, 
and  on  one  or  two  of  which  I sent  patrolling  parties,  but  to  no  great 
distance,  desiring  merely  to  pursue  the  Baldwin’s  Ferry  road  to  the 
crossing.  Upon  the  opposite  bank  at  the  ferry  is  a small  earth- work 
for  light  artillery,  but  it  had  no  appearance  of  having  been  recently 
occupied, 

I have  no  accident  whatever  to  report,  and,  so  far  as  I could  ascer- 
tain, the  enemy  has  not  been  seen  in  the  country  since  yesterday,  and 
for  seA^eral  days  previous. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

N.  W.  SPICER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Begiment, 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower. 


NOVEMBER  3,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Lawrencehurg,  Tenn. 

Beport  of  Maj.  Thomas  C.  Fitz  Gibbon,  Fourteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  congratulatory  orders. 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Mich.  Vol.  Mtd.  Infty., 

Columbia,  Tenn.,  November  7,  1863. 

Captain  : Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  deserters  from 
the  camp  of  Col.  Albert  Cooper  informed  me  of  the  confinement  in 
jail  at  LaAvrenceburg  of  many  Union  citizens  Avho  refused  to  join 
the  rebel  army,  as  also  some  Federal  soldiers  captured  from  the 
various  regiments  that  have  been  stationed  and  passed  through 
here. 

Cooper’s  force  was  represented  as  from  200  to  300  strong,  partially 
and  imperfectly  armed,  and  as  it  Avas  rumored  that  he  intended  leav- 
ing camp  the  day  following,  I resoUmd  to  surprise  and  capture  him 
before  daylight  next  morning.  For  that  purpose  I had  120  enlisted 
men,  6 lieutenants,  and  2 captains  detailed,  and  apportioning  20  to 
each  lieutenant,  and  3 lieutenants  to  each  captain,  at  3 p.  m.  on  the 
eAmning  of  the  2d  instant  headed  for  Lawrenceburg.  Believing  that 
the  oath-bound  loyalty  of  the  citizens  of  Columbia  could  not  be  re- 
lied upon,  I gave  out  that  I Avas  going  to  Pulaski ; and  to  deceive 
those  who  might  folloAV  or  Avatch  my  movements,  I proceeded  14 
miles  on  that  pike,  then  turned  southwest  and  Avent  through  Camp- 
bellsville.  I purposed  coming  in  rear  (south)  of  LaAvrenceburg,  oc- 
cupy all  roads  leading  to  it,  at  4 o’clock  a.  m.  dismount  my  force, 
and  Avalk  into  their  camp.  This  could  be  done,  for  having  no  camp 
or  picket  guard  out,  as  I had  been  reliably  informed,  they  might 
have  been  taken  in  their  quarters  without  firing  a shot.  But  unfor- 
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tunately  for  the  success  of  our  movement,  Lieutenant  Miller,  com- 
manding rear  guard,  permitted  the  column  to  move  too  far  ahead, 
and  got  lost  in  the  woods.  On  being  informed  of  this  accident,  or 
blunder,  my  spirit  sank  within  me,  for  with  the  three  hours  lost  in 
search  of  him  and  his  command  passed  away  the  opportunity  of 
surprising  the  rebel  camp. 

It  was  now  day,  and  being  only  5 miles  from  Lawrenceburg,  I de- 
termined to  test  the  mettle  of  the  “ 200  or  300  men,”  and  refresh  and 
feed  my  men  and  horses  from  their  stores.  When  within  a mile  of 
the  town  the  •‘intelligent  contrabands ” volunteered  their  fears  of 
my  destruction,  as  Cooper  had  “over  500  men”  ready  to  receive  me. 
He  was  told  (they  said)  of  my  coming,  and  “got  ready  to  lick  me.” 
Soon  after  my  guide  brought  me  word  from  a Union  citizen,  on 
whose  statement  reliance  could  be  placed,  that  there  were  over  500 
men  drawn  up  in  line  to  welcome  me ; that  Captains  Kirk,  Scott, 
Birch,  Payne,  and  Barnes,  with  their  commands,  under  Col.  Albert 
Cooper,  were  determined  to  hold  the  town. 

My  advance  guard,  under  Sergt.  William  Davis,  had  become  hotly 
engaged  with  a group  of  rebel  mounted  men  who  occupied  the  road 
in  my  front,  and  to  secure  against  defeat,  which  would  be  death  and 
destruction  to  my  entire  command,  I dismounted  all  but  32  of  my 
men  (who  were  armed  with  carbines  and  revolvers  I captured  a few 
days  previous),  had  them  hitch  their  horses  and  form  column  of 
companies  in  front  of  my  position — and  close  to  the  rebel  first  line  of 
battle  lay  a piece  of  woods — and  having  ordered  Sergeant  Davis  to 
hold  the  road,  surveyed  their  situation  and  movements.  Masking 
my  movements  from  the  enemy  by  taking  possession  of  the  woods,  I 
ordered  Lieut.  William  Finn,  with  parts  of  Companies  B and  C,  to 
deploy  his  force  as  skirmishers,  and  giving  Lieut.  John  M.  Clarke 
the  “terrible  32,”  gave  command  of  the  reserve  to  Capt.  J.  J.  Don- 
nelly, with  directions  to  hold  them  well  in  hand  and  await  orders. 

The  advance  of  the  skirmishers  brought  on  a brisk  fire,  but,  in 
spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  rebels  to  stay  their  march,  on,  on  they  went, 
driving  the  enemy’s  vedettes  and  advance  guard  before  them.  See- 
ing now  the  material  I had  to  deal  with,  I placed  myself  at  the  head 
of  the  32  and  came  on  the  left  of,  and  in  line  with,  my  skirmishers. 
Finn  was  driving  them  gallantly,  and  having  come  within  close  range 
of  their  first  line,  which  was  protected  by  a long  row  of  cotton  bales 
belonging  to  a Mr.  Porter,  pushed  toward  them  at  the  double-quick, 
and  while  Lieutenant  Clarke  threatened  their  right,  Finn  not  only 
occupied  their  front,  but  swung  round  his  right  and  enfiladed  them, 
receiving  the  deliberate  oblique  fire  of  the  skirmishers,  by  which  3 
of  them  were  wounded.  The  first  line  retired,  or  rather  ran,  in  haste 
upon  the  second.  Deeming  this  the  opportunity  to  strike,  I ordered 
up  the  reserve.  Their  right,  I saw  at  a glance,  was  exposed,  and  as 
their  whole  line  ran  along  the  Mount  Pleasant  road,  hemmed  in  by 
fences  on  either  side,  the  center  and  left  would  be  powerless  in  ren- 
dering the  right  any  assistance.  I resolved  then  to  break  through 
their  right,  swing  round  their  rear,  and  terrify  the  whole  by  badly 
beating  a part.  Being  vastly  outnumbered,  my  enemy  being  nearly 
500  strong,  I dreaded  to  make  known  my  numbers  by  an  attack  upon 
their  whole  line. 

The  reserve,  under  Captain  Donnelly,  coming  up,  the  skirmishers 
advanced  and  engaged  their  whole  front,  receiving  two  volleys  in 
return.  Under  the  smoke  of  their  guns  I ordered  Clarke  to  “charge 
and  smash”  their  right,  and  bravely  and  gloriously  did  he  obey  my 


240 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


words.  The  rebels  fired  by  rank,  but  so  nervous  and  unsteady  as  to 
pass  closer  in  rear  of  my  reserve  than  to  my  advance.  Clarke  crum- 
bled their  right,  and,  wheeling,  aimed  for  their  heart,  but  it  was  gone 
in  all  directions. 

Occupying  the  court-house  with  two  companies,  the  remainder 
pursued  the  flying  force  beyond  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  Fearing 
an  ambuscade  where  there  were  so  many,  I ordered  that  the  pursuit 
should  be  discontinued  where  opportunities  for  such  would  offer. 
Captain  Walsh,  however,  could  not  restrain  his  fierceness,  and  tak- 
ing Lieutenant  Kirk  and  his  company  with  him,  drove  Scott  so  close 
that  he  dropped  him  a first  lieutenant  and  3 men  to  stay  his  chase. 

The  jail  and  court-house  had  been  emptied  of  prisoners  an  hour 
before  our  arrival,  and,  placing  some  loose  cotton  in  the  former,  re- 
signed it  to  the  flames.  The  citizens  begged  that  I would  spare  the 
court-house,  as  its  destruction  would  disfigure  and  perhaps  mutilate 
and  destroy  a monument  close  by,  erected  in  memory  of  those  of  its 
former  residents  who  died  on  the  plains  of  Mexico  defending  the 
Republic. 

Apprehending  trouble  on  my  return,  and  anxious  to  get  into  an 
open  country  before  night  set  in,  I gave  the  prisoners  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Kirk,  left  Lieutenants  Clarke  and  Finn,  under  Captain 
Walsh,  to  guard  the  rear,  while  Lieuts.  A.  P.  Sinclair  and  James 
Stewart,  under  Captain  Donnelly,  were  to  clear  any  hinderance  to 
our  advance.  Lieutenant  Miller  I held  to  aid  either  front  or  rear 
when  attacked. 

The  enemy,  being  informed  as  to  my  strength  and  numbers,  felt 
chagrined  at  his  discomfiture,  and  gathering  his  scattered  force  on 
the  west  side  of  the  town,  determined  to  take  advantage  of  the  hills 
and  road  through  which  I had  to  pass  to  annihilate  my  little  band. 
I had  scarcely  gone  2 miles  when  a courier  from  the  rear  informed 
me  that  Clarke  was  hard  pressed,  and  the  fierce  yells  of  my  assailants 
gave  warning  of  their  near  approach.  I ordered  Captain  Walsh  and 
Lieutenant  Finn  to  form  in  the  woods  on  the  right,  telling  them  that 
I would  go  back  with  Clarke’s  32,  feign  an  attack,  give  way,  and  run 
by  them,  when  they  should  open  on  them  and  close  in  in  their  rear. 
I led  Clarke’s  command  to  the  rear,  telling  him  my  intention,  but 
as  I advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  the  rebels  were  too  close  upon 
me  to  permit  of  my  retiring  with  any  chance  of  safety ; they  were 
about  equal  to  my  entire  command,  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a cres- 
cent, their  right  resting  on  the  road  while  the  left  lapped  my  rear. 

Sending  an  orderly  to  the  rear  to  bring  up  Captain  Walsh,  I deter- 
mined to  punish  them  on  their  own  ground  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 
I ordered  a charge,  telling  my  men  to  reserve  their  fire  till  we  could 
strike  them  in  the  face  with  our  revolvers.  We  were  about  30  yards 
from  the  rebel  semicircular  line,  and  my  men,  deeming  themselves 
close  enough,  hesitated  for  a moment.  Putting  spurs  to  my  horse  I 
dashed  forward  to  show  my  contempt  for  the  guerrillas  that  confronted 
me,  and,  beckoning  to  the  noble  and  truly  gallant  Clarke,  urged  liim 
to  f ollov^r.  Bravely,  fearlessly,  and  heroically  did  he  and  his  men  obey 
the  summons,  and  up  to  their  very  teeth  we  dashed.  At  this  moment 
my  horse  was  shot  from  under  me,  three  of  a volley  of  musket  balls 
having  penetrated  his  heart,  brain,  and  side. 

The  struggle  that  now  raged  over  me  was  fierce,  terrific,  and  ap- 
palling, exceeding  in  stubbornness  any  hand-to-hand  and  face-to-face 
encounter  that  has  marked  any  war  of  the  present  age.  Completely 
encircled  by  a galling  fire,  the  rebel  commander  twice  essayed  to 
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capture  us,  but  tbe  undaunted  Clarke  still  struggled  bravely,  and 
though  one  after  another  of  our  horses  fell  to  earth,  we  converted 
their  bodies  into  a barricade  and  cleared  the  field.  Captain  Walsh 
arrived  in  time  to  join  in  the  pursuit.  The  rebels  left  (as  Lieutenant 
Clarke,  who  counted  the  bodies,  informed  me)  8 of  their  men  in  the 
throes  of  death  behind  them,  while  Sergt.  William  Davis,  who  re- 
fused to  go  to  the  rear,  though  severely  wounded,  and  Private  Beebe 
L.  Saxton,  of  Company  I,  and  Private  Heman  Curliss,  of  Company 
E,  wounded,  besides  3 horses  killed,  was  all  the  loss  the  ‘‘terrible 
32”  sustained. 

Being  extricated  from  my  horse  by  the  aid  of  my  faithful  orderly, 
O.  B.  Brombly,  I formed  both  companies  to  resist  another  onslaught, 
telling  them  to  retire  alternately  and  join  the  column.  Anticipating 
an  immediate  attack  on  the  advance  I hastened  to  the  front  to  pre- 
pare for  it,  and  scarce  had  I formed  when  one  of  the  most  terrific 
but  wildest  volleys  that  ever  was  hurled  upon  a column  greeted 
Captain  Donnelly’s  command  from  a frowning  hill  on  his  left.  Coolly 
did  that  gallant  officer  receive  it,  and  calmly  did  he  deliberate  upon 
his  duty.  Up  that  steep  hill  did  he  charge  with  his  men,  Stewart 
advancing  direct  upon  their  center,  while  Sinclair  struck  them  on  the 
right  flank,  both  driving  them  in  confused  groups  into  a dense  thicket, 
pouring  volley  after  volley  into  the  confused  mass.  Never  before 
was  such  daring,  dashing,  cool,  determined  bravery  exhibited  by 
men,  and,  the  cry  of  “no  quarter  to  guerrillas”  having  been  heard 
above  the  din  and  rattle  of  musketry,  drove  the  enemy  through 
briers  and  thickets  to  the  mountains. 

The  force  on  this  hill  was  little  less  than  150,  half  of  whom  were 
dismounted  and  contested  Captain  Donnelly’s  ascent.  He  himself 
blew  the  brains  out  of  one,  and,  as  I had  ordered  that  no  more  pris- 
oners should  be  taken,  he  says  their  loss  must  have  been  very  great. 
Both  these  terrible  reverses  terrified  the  assailants,  and,  if  I except 
one  more  desperate  effort  on  the  rear  which  Walsh,  Clarke,  and 
Finn  gallantly  met  and  repulsed,  their  firing  was  irregular  and  at 
long  range.  Providentially  the  only  loss  sustained  by  the  onslaught 
upon  the  front  was  the  killing  and  wounding  of  7 horses,  which  I 
soon  replaced  from  the  stables  of  adjacent  farm  houses. 

Finding  themselves  baffled  and  defeated  at  all  points.  Captain 
Barnes  was  dispatched  to  Mount  Pleasant,  16  miles  ahead,  on  my  line 
of  march,  to  notify  Major  Coffee  to  join  and  aid  in  a last  attack  at 
that  place,  he  having  about  50  guerrillas  in  the  neighboring  mount- 
ains, but  he  could  not  escape  the  watchful  eye  of  Captain  Donnelly, 
who  sent  two  men  on  fresh  horses  in  pursuit,  and  they,  being  unable 
to  close  on  him,  drove  him  off  the  road  with  their  long-range  rifles. 
Ignorant  of  this,  about  100  of  the  enemy  kept  in  my  rear  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  the  brave  “32”  were  concealed  to  receive  them. 
The  rear  of  my  column  having  passed  out  of  town,  these  cowardly 
murderers  galloped  up,  shouting  as  they  came,  when  Lieutenant 
Clarke  wheeled  his  men  into  line  and,  delivering  one  volley  in  their 
face,  scattered  them  in  all  directions  to  trouble  us  no  more. 

I reached  this  post  at  6 p.  m.,  after  an  absence  of  twenty-seven 
hours,  having  traveled  82  miles,  fought  and  defeated  four  times  a 
superior  force  having  advantage  of  ground  and  position,  without 
food  or  rest.  The  prisoners,  26  in  number,  including  1 captain  and 
2 lieutenants,  I turned  over  to  Provost- Marshal  Nixon,  thus  making 
in  six  days  107  prisoners  captured  by  a single  battalion. 

It  will  doubtless  seem  strange  to  some  that  in  such  terrible  and 
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close  conflicts  between  armed  forces’,  so  few  are  killed  and  wounded, 
but  to  tbe  intelligent  officer  or  soldier  who  has  witnessed  the  un- 
wieldy clumsiness  of  a Springfield  rifle  in  the  bands  of  a mounted 
man,  tbe  wonder  is  easy  of  solution.  Sucb  men  as  compose  tbe  Four- 
teenth Michigan,  armed  with  breech-loading  rifles  or  revolvers,  would 
prove  themselves  a terror  to  any  force  with  which  they  would  come 
in  contact.  hTo  tremulous  hesitation,  no  fear  of  danger  or  of  death, 
no  retiring  to  load,  or  excuse  to  go  to  the  rear,  was  visible  in  officer 
or  soldier.  They  fought  coolly,  bravely,  nobly ; repulsing  every  at- 
tack, and  breaking  every  line  and  barrier  that  interposed  between 
them  and  success..  The  State  of  Michigan  and  the  Kepublic  [have] 
just  reason  to  be  proud  of  such  noble  sons  and  gallant  defenders. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  C.  FITZ  GIBBOH, 

Major,  Commanding  Fourteenth  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Capt.  A.  E.  Magill, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

No.  38.  ) Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  S,1S63. 

The  general  commanding  compliments  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers.  The  late  brilliant 
scouts  through  Lawrence,  Giles,  and  Maury  have  done  credit  to  our 
arms  and  taught  the  people  of  that  section  that  our  flag  is  carried 
by  men  who  mean  that  it  shall  be  respected.  The  general  command- 
ing feels  assured  that  every  portion  of  this  command  will  emulate 
the  energy,  zeal,  and  gallantry  of  this  regiment. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger  : 

W.  NEVIN, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  3-5,  1863. — Operations  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Rail- 
road. 

STJMNTAJRY  Oin  THE  EVENTS. 

Nov.  3,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill,  Coldwater  River,  Miss. 

Action  at  Collierville,  Tenn. 

5,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Moscow,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Tenn. 

RETORTS.* 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps. 

No.  2.— Col.  Edward  Hatch,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Third  Cavalry 
Brigade. 

No.  3.— Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Trafton,  Seventh  lUinois  Cavalry. 

No.  4.— Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  5.— Col.  Robert  McCuUoch,  Second  IMissouri  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  6.— Col.  W.  F.  Slemons,  Second  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  7.— Col.  R.  V.  Richardson,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

* See  Union  Correspondence,  etc.,  November  1,  Stevenson  to  Hurlbut,  and  Hurlbut 
to  Dodge  and  Mizner ; November  3,  Hurlbut  to  Hatch,  Mizner  and  Stevenson,  and 
replies,  Part  HI. 


Chap.  XLUI.]  OPERATIONS  ON  MEMPHIS  AND  CHARLESTON  R.  R.  243 

No.  1. 

Re2Jorts  of  Moj.  Gen.  Siejpien  A.  Hurlhut,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Memphis,  November  4,  1863. 

Chalmers  was  handsomely  repelled  by  Colonel  Hatch  with  three 
regiments  of  cavalry.  General  George  captured.  The  railroad 
and  telegraph  unhurt.  The  enemy  are  south  of  Coldwater,  3,000 
strong,  and  Hatch  is  waiting  for  Mizner  and  McCrillis  to  come  up 
from  Corinth  and  La  Grange  on  their  rear  and  flank. 

Dodge  commences  crossing  the  river  to-day. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General, 

Major-General  Grant,  Chattanooga. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  5,  1863. 

General  : Your  orders  contained  in  letter  of  31st  October,  this 
day  received,  have  been  anticipated  so  far  as  it  was  practicable  with 
present  force. 

No  troops  have  as  yet  arrived  from-  Arkansas,  and  therefore  I 
have  no  movable  column  at  Memphis. 

I have  or(lered  Stevenson,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  in  force,  to 
draw  in  everything  to  Corinth  as  far  as  Moscow,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose directed  him  to  keep  a train  and  two  engines. 

Chalmers  attacked  Collierville  day  before  yesterday,  and  was 
repulsed  and  pursued  by  Colonel  Hatch  with  the  Second  Iowa,  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Illinois.  I filled  the  Germantown  and  Collierville  gar- 
rison with  the  Twenty -fifth  Indiana  Infantry. 

The  enemy’s  loss  was  serious  in  killed  and  wounded.  Brigadier- 
General  George,  of  Mississippi  Militia,  and  8 officers  captured  at 
Collierville.  Hatch  followed  to  Chulahoma.  Mizner  was  ordered 
from  La  Grange  to  their  flank  and  rear,  but  has  not  been  heard  from. 

This  morning  at  3 a.  m.  the  enemy,  about  1,000  strong,  pushed  in 
5 miles  east  of  Saulsbury  and  commenced  destroying  track ; damage 
not  ascertained.  Hatch  and  Mizner  are  ordered  to  push  in  npon 
them.  I think  the  road  is  badly  broken,  but  cannot  yet  tell.  Cor- 
inth must  take  care  of  itself  in  that  case  until  re-enforcements  from 
Steele  arrive.  I fear  McPherson  will  scarcely  get  Tuttle’s  division 
up  for  want  of  fuel. 

\ our  obedient  servant, 


Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman. 


S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General, 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  Edward  Hatch,  Second  Totva  Cavalry,  commanding 
Third  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Collierville,  Tenn., 

November  3,  1863. 

The  enemy  in  force,  under  Chalmers,  attacked  this  place  about  12 
o’clock  to-day  and  were  badly  whipped  by  3 o’clock.  They  are  in 
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full  retreat,  and  my  sabers  are  charging  them.  Brigadier-General 
George  is  in  our  bands,  and  a number  of  other  prisoners.  Losses  on 
both  sides  not  yet  ascertained.  There  are  no  troops  at  Germantown. 
We  are  short  of  ammunition.  Will  report  further  soon.  The  line 
is  all  right  east. 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Major-General  Hurlbut. 

Collierville,  November  3,  1863—8.30  p.  m. 

The  enemy  have  been  driven  across  the  Coldwater.  The  rout 
is^  complete.  At  the  Coldwater  they  made  a stand  with  artillery. 
Firing  has  ceased.  Colonel  Mizner  has  assumed  command  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  and  has  issued  orders  to  Colonel  McCrillis  which 
conflict  with  my  plans.  Impossible  to  handle  the  First  Brigade, 
owing  to  Colonel  MizneFs  rank.  I think  there  is  another  column, 
which  passed  through  Salem ; am  not  certain,  though,  and  hardly 
think  it  prudent  to  leave  the  road  too  far  in  pursuit  with  the  force 
at^  my  command.  My  advance  is  now  near  Quinn  and  Jackson’s 
Mill,  and  I leave  here  as  soon  as  the  infantry  comes  up. 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 

Major-General  Hurlbut. 


Chulahoma,  November  4,  1863. 

The  enemy’s  retreat,  since  leaving  Coldwater,  has  been  a rout. 
Retreating  so  rapidly,  I have  captured  but  few  prisoners.  The 
enemy  have  many  killed  and  wounded  lying  along  the  line  of  retreat. 
Chalmers’  force  engaged,  so  far  as  ascertained,  are  McCulloch’s  Sec- 
ond Missouri  Regiment,  Jackson’s  old  regiment  (First  [Seventh] 
Tennessee),  George’s  Mississippi,  McGuirk’s  Mississippi,  Siemens’ 
Second  Arkansas,  Bart’s  [?]  Mississippi,  Twelfth  Tennessee,  Chal- 
mers’ Battalion,  two  6-pounder  guns,  one  rifle,  three  small  caliber. 
I shall  be  on  the  road  to-morrow. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Major-General  Hurlbut. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade  Cavalry, 

Collierville,  Tenn,,  November  9,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Third 
Brigade  Cavalry,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  in  the  attack  on  Collier- 
ville, hTovember  3,  1863,  by  the  Confederate  General  Chalmers,  in 
command  of  seven  regiments  and  six  pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  November,  Collierville  was  occupied 
by  eight  companies  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  two  iron 
howitzers,  in  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trafton,  with  outpost 
8 miles  south  on  Coldwater.  I was  at  Germantown  with  eight  com- 
panies of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  four  mountain  howitzers  of  the 
First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  450  men  of  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry, 
and  a section  of  mountain  howitzers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Reed,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry.  Eight  companies  of  this  brigade  were 
guarding  trestle-work  and  bridges  from  Memphis  40  miles  east. 
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At  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  it  was  reported  the  pickets  were  fight- 
ing at  Coldwater,  and  shortly  afterward  that  the  enemy  were  cross- 
ing at  Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill.  I immediately  ordered  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Trafton  to  throw  the  forces  at  Collierville  into  the  stockade, 
strengthen  the  pickets,  and  dispute  the  ground  as  long  as  possible  in 
front,  and  also  ordered  the  Second  Iowa  to  move  rapidly  toward  Col- 
lierville ; to  halt  in  timber  1 mile  from  town  ; to  make  no  show  of 
force  until  the  enemy  were  in  town,  or  they  heard  the  howitzers  in  the 
fort,  then  to  move  rapidly  forward  and  come  into  position  north  of 
the  railroad,  with  the  left  of  the  Second  Iowa  resting  on  the  stock- 
ade, the  regiment  dismounted. 

When  about  4 miles  from  Collierville,  moving  rapidly,  a message 
reached  me  that  the  enemy  were  close  in  on  the  town,  and  reports  of 
artillery  firing  rapidly  reached  us.  I immediately  moved  forward 
at  a gallop,  the  Second  Iowa  going  in  at  a run  in  columns  of  fours, 
moved  quickly  by  the  right  flank  to  the  railroad,  and  prepared  to 
fight  on  foot,  their  howitzers  in  the  center.  The  enemy  moved  a bri- 
gade to  engage  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  one  regiment  dismounted 
as  skirmishers  on  both  flanks  of  a regiment  mounted,  led  in  person 
by  General  George.  Mounted  and  dismounted  men  of  the  enemy 
came  forward  in  fine  style,  the  howitzers  of  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry 
firing  rapidly.  The  regiment,  lying  on  the  ground,  waited  until  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  were  within  50  yards,  sprang  to  their  feet,  and,  with 
cheers,  poured  in  a severe  fire  from  revolving  rifles.  A few  men 
reached  the  guns ; among  them  General  George  and  2 officers.  The 
repulse  was  thorough.  N early  at  the  same  moment  a brigade  charged 
our  left  and  rear.  In  anticipation  of  this,  I had  ordered  the  Sixth 
Illinois  Cavalry  to  move  rapidly  in  rear  of  our  line,  pass  the  stockade, 
come  right  into  line,  and  charge,  which  was  promptly  done  by  Major 
Whitsit,  commanding.  The  charge  of  the  enemy  was  received, 
broken,  and  repulsed. 

The  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery  coming  into  position  at  a gallop 
on  a ridge  east  of  town  under  heavy  fire,  losing  one-half  their  horses 
killed  and  wounded,  opened  with  canister,  driving  back  the  enemy’s 
right.  Our  lines  were  then  formed  to  resist  what  had  the  appear- 
ance of  an  assault  directly  in  front ; the  Second  Iowa  and  Seventh 
Illinois  on  the  right,  and  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  First  Illinois 
Light  Artillery  on  the  left.  The  enemy  advanced  to  within  500 
yards  firing;  after  waiting  some  time,  and  seeing  the  enemy  declined 
a farther  advance,  I ordered  the  entire  line  forward,  four  companieii 
of  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  sabers  charging,  when  the  enemy  made 
a weak  resistance,  falling  back  rapidly  toward  Coldwater.  As  soon 
as  I could  mount,  the  Second  Iowa  pursued  them  rapidly,  making 
the  8 miles^  to  Coldwater  in  one  hour  and  a quarter.  Here  the 
enemy,  having  a position  almost  impregnable,  kept  up  a severe  fire 
until  an  hour  after  dark,  when  the  firing  ceased.  We  were  not  able 
to  force  a crossing  until  the  next  morning,  when  I pushed  after  the 
enemy  as  far  as  Chulahoma,  35  miles  south,  and  finding  no  possi- 
bility of  engaging  him  north  of  the  Tallahatchie,  returned  to  camp 
at  Collierville.  After  the  resistance  on  Coldwater,  the  enemy’s 
retreat  became  a perfect  rout.  During  the  attack  at  Collierville  the 
enemy  attempted,  in  small  parties,  to  burn  trestle-work  and  cut  the 
telegraph  wires,  but  they  were  defeated  in  every  instance.  The 
wire  was  only  cut  from  chance  balls  at  Collierville  and  readily 
repaired. 

We  captured  50  prisoners,  7 commissioned  officers,  and  have  found 
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quite  a number  of  small-arms.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  will  not  exceed  60  men.  Our  force  engaged  at  Collierville 
was  about  850  men.  The  enemy  have  left  dead  and  wounded  for 
more  than  30  miles  on  tbeir  line  of  retreat,  also  broken  wagonS  and 
ambulances.  The  Seventh  Illinois  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Trafton,  the  Second  Iowa  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hepburn, 
Sixth  Illinois  by  Major  Whitsit,  four  guns  First  Illinois  Light 
Artillery  by  Lieutenant  Curtis,  two  howitzers  by  Lieutenant  Keed, 
Second  Iowa  Cavalry.  The  guns  in  the  stockade  were  ably  served 
by  Lieutenant  Wainwright,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry.  All  obeyed 
my  orders  cheerfully  and  promptly,  and  fought  their  men  with 
credit  to  themselves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 

Colonel  Second  loiva  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Third  Brigade, 
Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


Ho.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Trafton,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Collierville,  Tenn.,  November  5,  1863. 

Sir  : On  Saturday,  the  1st  instant,  I had  two  companies,  viz,  M 
and  B,  in  all  about  50  men,  on  picket  at  Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill. 
Just  before  dark  a courier  came  in  stating  that  they  were  attacked 
from  across  Cold  water.  In  about  three  hours  afterward  another 
courier  reported  that  the  enemy,  about  150  in  number,  had  retreated, 
and  that  all  was  quiet.  The  next  morning  I sent  a scouting  party 
across  Coldwater  about  6 miles  from  the  mill;  they  returned,  having 
found  no  trace  of  the  enemy.  The  next  morning,  the  3d,  a courier 
came  stating  the  pickets  were  surrounded  by  a large  force  of  rebels; 
another  soon  followed  saying  they  were  advancing  in  force  to  this 
place.  I immediately  sent  reconnoitering  parties  on  all  the  roads, 
and  Company  L on  the  Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill  road,  with  instruc- 
tions to  delay  their  approach  as  much  as  possible.  They  met  them 
about  4 miles  out  and  skirmished,  then  failing  back  slowly  toward 
camp.  A little  before  11  o’clock  they  came  in  sight  of  our  inner 
pickets  and  were  fired  on  by  them,  which  delayed  them  for  a short 
time  ; about  this  time  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  came  up  and  took 
position  on  right  and  left  flanks;  the  action  was  now  very  warm 
and  lasted  about  three  hours,  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  a bat- 
talion of  the  Second  Tennessee  having  meantime  come  up  and  joined 
in  the  engagement.  The  enemy  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss 
to  them. 

The  next  morning,  4th,  we  started  a little  after  3 a.  m.  in  pursuit; 
followed  them  as  far  as  Chulahoma;  learned  they  had  crossed  the 
Tallahatchie  at  Berlin.  To-day  returned  to  camp. 

Our  loss  in  the  engagement  was  as  follows : At  the  picket  post,  at 
Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  2 men  mor- 
tally wounded,  2 severely,  and  26  missing  (among  the  latter  was  First 
Lieut.  Joseph  O’Kane,  of  Company  B) ; in  camp  1 man  wounded ; 
making,  in  all,  a total  of  31  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  We  had 
also  3 horses  killed  and  6 wounded. 


Chap.  XLni.]  OPERATIONS  ON  MEMPHIS  AND  CHARLESTON  R.  R.  ^47 

I would  mention  witli  pleasure  the  services  of  Company  L in  de- 
laying the  approach  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  in  killing  and  wound- 
ins:  several  of  their  officers  and  men  in  their  approach  on  the  place. 
^ GEO.  W.  TKAFTON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Begiment 

Col.  Edward  Hatch, 

Commanding  Brigade, 


No.  4. 

Beport  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  in  North  Mississippi, 

Oxford,  November  16,  1863. 

Colonel  : On  October  26,  I received  a telegram  from  General 
Johnston  notifying  me  that  Sherman  was  moving  east,  and  ordering 
me  to  harass  his  rear  and  break  the  railroad  behind  him.  I replied 
by  telegraph,  that  the  road  could  be  most  seriously  injured  between 
La  Grange  and  Corinth,  but  that  the  enemy  could  concentrate  there 
more  troops  and  faster  than  I could,  and  suggested  that  I could 
make  a demonstration  on  Germantown  or  Collierville,  which  would 
draw  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from  the  road  between  La  Grange  and 
Corinth,  and  that  I would  order  Colonel  Richardson  with  his  bri- 
gade to  watch  his  opportunity  and  tear  up  the  road  as  soon  as  it  was 
vacated.  Major-General  Gholson,  of  the  Mississippi  Militia,  was 
requested  by  me  to  co-operate  with  Colonel  Richardson,  and  very 
promptly  agreed  to  do  so.  My  ammunition  had  not  been  replenished 
since  my  last  forward  movement,  and  the  waters  of  the  Tallahatchie 
were  then  up  so  high  that  I, was  compelled  to  build  two  floating 
bridges  to  cross  it.  This  prevented  me  from  moving  earlier,  but  on 
the  morning  of  November  1 my  whole  command  was  put  in  motion. 
Colonel  Siemens’  brigade  encamped  that  night  at  Looxahoma,  Mc- 
Culloch at  Ingram’s  Mill,  and  Richardson  at  Cherry  Creek. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d,  I concentrated  Siemens’  and  McCulloch’s 
commands  at  Anderson’s  house,  between  the  fork  of  Pigeon  Roost 
and  Coldwater,  16  miles  from  Germantown  and  19  from  Collierville, 
threatening  both  places.  Major  Mitchell,  with  two  companies  of 
the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Battalion,  had  been  sent  forward  on  the 
evening  before,  and  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  Quinn’s  Mill, 
expecting  that  they  would  cross  Coldwater  in  force  the  next  day 
after  him,  and  we  were  in  a good  position  to  cut  them  off  had  they 
attempted  it,  but  they  did  not.  Before  leaving  camp  I had  ordered 
Captain  Henderson  to  keep  scouts  in  Holly  Springs  and  Hernando, 
and  also  on  the  railroad  and  State  line  road,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port instantly  any  movement  of  troops,  and  to  cut  the  telegraph 
wires. 

The  scouts  from  near  Germantown  and  Collierville  reported  on 
the  night  of  the  2d  that  the  enemy  was  evacuating  the  railroad ; 
that  the  infantry  had  all  been  taken  away,  and  that  there  was  only 
one  regiment  of  cavalry  at  Germantown  and  one  at  Collierville  (the 
Sixth  and  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry).  Supposing  that  the  scouts  were 
on  the  State  line  road  as  ordered,  and  having  heard  nothing  from 
them  of  any  movement  of  troops  from  Memphis  or  La  Grange,  and 
feeling  able  to  encounter,  even  behind  intrenchments,  the  two  regi- 
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ments  of  cavalry,  I changed  my  plan  and  determined  to  attack  Col- 
lierville. 

Starting  before  day  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  we  crossed  Cold- 
water  below  Quinn’s  Mill : moved  in  rear  of  the  pickets  and  cut  them 
olf,  killing  2,  wounding  4 too  severely  to  move,  and  capturing  a 
lieutenant  and  26  men.  This  was  about  10  o’clock,  and  we  moved 
thence  by  two  roads  (Slemons  on  the  western  and  McCulloch  on  the 
eastern  road)  to  Collierville.  The  citizens  up  to  within  a mile  of  the 
place  confirmed  the  statement  of  Henderson’s  scouts,  that  there  was 
but  one  regiment  at  Collierville ; and  believing  that  if  that  were 
true  the  enemy  would  skirmish  with  me  until  re-enforcement  could 
arrive,  I ordered  a charge  to  take  the  place  by  assault.  Colonel 
Slemons  moving  on  the  left,  and  McCulloch  on  the  left,  charged  up 
very  gallantly.  But  we  discovered  at  the  first  fire  that  the  enemy 
were  in  position  with  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  and  I deter- 
mined at  once  to  draw  off  as  soon  as  we  could  do  so  successfully,  and 
for  this  purpose  ordered  McCulloch’s  brigade  to  dismount  and  skir- 
mish with  the  enemy  until  Siemens  could  be  formed  in  his  rear  to 
cover  his  retreat.  This  was  accomplished  easily  and  in  good  order, 
each  brigade  forming  alternately  in  rear  of  the  other  until  we  were 
out  of  reach  of  the  enemy,  when  we  moved  slowly  by  the  eastern 
road  back  to  Quinn’s  Mill,  and  crossed  Coldwater.  The  enemy  pur- 
sued us  with  his  artillery  and  a small  force  on  the  road,  while  his 
cavalry  moved  down  the  western  road  and  endeavored  to  cut  us  off, 
but  did  not  succeed.  The  Seventh  Tennessee  (Colonel  Duckworth) 
was  placed  on  that  road  to  hold  them  in  check  until  our  column 
crossed.  After  Duckworth  crossed  the  enemy  came  up  to  the  river 
and  opened  a furious  fire  of  small-arms,  which  was  soon  silenced  by 
Captain  Bledsoe  with  a few  shots  from  his  rifled  gun,  by  which,  it 
is  said,  he  killed  7 men  and  15  horses.  We  encamped  within  3 miles 
of  the  mill.  Started  at  2 o’clock  anc^  crossed  Tallahatchie  that  day 
before  night. 

Colonel  McCrillis,  with  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  four  pieces 
of  artillery,  taken  from  between  La  Grange  and  Corinth,  moved 
through  Holly  Springs  the  same  day  to  cut  me  off  from  the  Talla- 
hatchie ; but,  anticipating  such  a movement,  we  moved  rapidly  and 
eluded  him. 

My  loss  at  Collierville  was  6 killed,  63  wounded,  and  26  misoners. 
Among  the  last.  Col.  J.  Z.  George  and  my  chief  surgeon,  Dr.  Will- 
iam H.  Beatty.  Colonel  George  led  the  charge  made  by  Slemons’ 
brigade,  and  rode  into  the  town  followed  by  Captain  Scales  and 
Lieutenant  Lamkin,  of  his  regiment,  and  a few  of  his  men.  The 
main  body  of  his  regiment  did  not  follow  him,  and,  as  we  were  mis- 
taken about  the  force  at  Collierville,  it  is,  perhaps,  best  that  they 
did  not. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  at  Collierville  is  not  known,  but  believed  to 
have  been  heavy.  His  loss  at  Quinn’s  Mill,  including  the  skirmishes 
of  the  morning  and  evening,  were  9 men  and  15  horses  killed,  a lieu- 
tenant and  26  men  taken  prisoners. 

W e have  learned  since  the  fight  that  infantry  came  down  from  the 
east  on  the  2d,  and  that  Colonel  Hatch,  with  three  regiments  of  cav- 
alry, encamped  on  that  night  at  Germantown,  expecting  me  there, 
but  holding  himself  ready  to  re-enforce  Collierville,  which  was  but 
7 miles  distant,  and  that  he  arrived  there  as  we  did.  Colonel  Rich- 
ardson’s command  had  been  greatly  reduced  by  details  sent  after 
clothing  and  by  desertion,  and  Major-General  Gholson,  having  heard 
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that  the  enemy  were  about  to  move  against  him,  could  only  spare 
Major  Ham’s  battalion. 

Colonel  Richardson  was  unwell,  and  the  force  thus  raised,  which 
amounted  to  only  270  men,  were  placed  under  command  of  Col.  J.  J. 
Neely.  He  reached  the  railroad  near  Middleton  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th,  and  found  no  enemy  there.  He  destroyed  three  trestles, 
about  800  yards  of  track  and  telegraph  wire,  burned  the  depot  and 
the  stockade  and  the  winter  quarters  of  the  troops. 

It  was  a part  of  my  plan  to  have  made  Major  Blythe  burn  the  water- 
tank  at  White’s  Station,  within  9 miles  of  Memphis,  on  the  night 
that  I encamped  at  Anderson’s,  and  for  this  purpose  I ordered  him 
to  meet  me  at  Looxahoma  with  his  command  on  the  night  of  the  1st, 
but  he  failed  to  do  so,  and,  I am  informed,  says  he  will  not  obey  my 
orders,  although  notified  that  I have  been  placed  by  General  Lee  in 
command  of  all  the  cavalry  in  North  Mississippi.  I have  already 
reported  that  this  command,  if  allowed  to  continue  its  independent 
action,  would  greatly  demoralize  my  cavalry,  and  I now  state  that 
he  is  keeping  a large  number  of  men  out  of  the  regular  service  who 
are  conscripts,  and  who  would  make  good  soldiers  if  properly  organ- 
ized. 

If  all  the  men  were  actuated  by  patriotism  and  a fixed  determina- 
tion to  do  a soldier’s  duty,  these  independent  partisan  organizations 
might  be  very  serviceable ; but  when  such  organizations  are  made 
the  receptacle  of  men  seeking  to  avoid  conscription  merely,  and  who 
serve  only  when  it  suits  their  convenience,  and  who  boast  of  their 
privileges  in  the  presence  of  regular  cavalry,  they  become  essentially 
hurtful,  and,  furthermore,  they  often  degenerate  into  mere  bands  of 
robbers,  who  steal  indiscriminately  from  both  friend  and  foe. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Colonels  Siemens  and  McCulloch  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  brigades,  and  refer  to  their 
reports  for  the  action  of  their  commands. 

Inclosed  please  find  a list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  CHALMERS, 
Brigadier ~ General,  Commanding, 

Col.  B.  S.  Ewell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Inclosures.  1 


Return  of  Casualties  in  Chalmers'  command  in  the  action  at  Collierville,  Tenn,, 

November  3,  1863. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

1 

Men.  j 

Officers. 

Men. 

McCulloch’s  brigade : 

1st  Mississippi  Partisan  Rangers 

1 

2 

2 

3 

12 

3 

7 

19 

14 

13 

6 

9 

23 

18 

18th  Mississippi  Battalion 

1 

2d  Missouri  Cavalry 

Slemons’  brigade: 

3d  Mississippi  State  Cavalry 

1 

4 

George’s  regiment  [5th  Mississippi  Cavalry] 

Total  killed  and  wounded 

6 

8 

55 

69 

26 

Missing 

Grand  total 

95 
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N-q.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  McCulloch,  Second  Missouri  Cavalry,  com^ 

manding  brigade. 

Headquarters  McCulloch’s  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Abbeville,  Miss.,  November  8,  1863. 

Captain  : In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding,  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing official  report  of  the  actions  at  Collierville  and  Coldwater,  so  far 
as  my  brigade  is  concerned : 

On  the  morning  of  November  1,  at  daybreak,  I moved  with  my 
brigade  from  my  encampment  at  Abbeville,  and  the  same  evening, 
about  sunset,  went  into  camp  near  Ingram’s  Mill,  on  Pigeon  Roost 
Creek. 

Major  Mitchell,  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Cavalry  Battalion, 
v/hom  I had  sent  in  advance  with  two  companies  of  that  battalion 
with  orders  to  drive  in  the  enemy’s  pickets  at  Quinn’s  Mill,  on  Cold- 
water,  on  the  evening  of  the  1st,  and  to  join  the  brigade  at  Ingram’s 
Mill  the  same  night,  reported  to  me  about  11  o’clock  that  night,  hav- 
ing driven  in  the  pickets  according  to  directions. 

On  the  2d  instant,  I moved  to  John  Anderson’s  plantation,  in  the 
fork  of  Pigeon  Roost  and  Coldwater,  and  formed  a junction  with 
Colonel  Siemens. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  at  daylight,  I moved  from  this 
place  with  a view  of  capturing  the  pickets  at  Quinn’s  Mill.  Crossed 
the  Coldwater  about  3 miles  below  the  mill,  and  on  reaching  the  road 
from  Collierville  to  Quinn’s  Mill,  I sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCul- 
loch with  his  regiment  (the  Second  Missouri)  to  another  road  to  our 
left,  and  leading  also  from  Collierville  to  Quinn’s  Mill,  to  intercept 
the  enemy  should  he  attempt  to  escape  by  this  way.  I then  moved 
rapidly  with  the  remainder  of  my  command  (the  First  Mississippi 
Partisans,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hovis  commanding,  and  the  Eight- 
eenth Mississippi  Battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chalmers  command- 
ing) down  the  road  to  Quinn’s  Mill,  and  soon  found  the  pickets 
formed  in  line,  when  I ordered  a, charge.  They  fired  one  volley, 
wheeled,  and  ran  off,  we  pursuing  them,  and  took  a middle  road 
running  between  us  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCulloch,  who  learned 
this  fact  on  approaching  the  mill,  and  at  once  reversed  his  column, 
and  after  a hard  run  of  about  3 miles,  intercepted  a squad  of  24  of 
the  enemy  commanded  by  a lieutenant,  all  of  whom  were  captured 
and  sent  to  Oxford,  under  guard  of  Captain  Savery  and  company  of 
the  Second  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  also  2 or  3 others  captured  by  the 
rest  of  the  command. 

About  this  time,  having  received  orders  from  the  brigadier-gen-r 
eral  commanding,  I moved  my  command  rapidly  up  the  road  to 
Collierville,  and  on  reaching  that  place  was  ordered  to  prepare  for 
action  and  to  move  forward  and  engage  the  enemy,  which  I did,  dis- 
mounting my  men  and  forming  them  in  line,  and  commenced  a 
brisk  and  simultaneous  attack  upon  them  from  the  south  and  east, 
tlie  Second  Missouri,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCulloch  commanding, 
on  the  right  wing  ; the  First  Mississippi  Partisans,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Hovis,  in  the  center,  and  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Chalmers  commanding,  on  the  left  wing.  After 
a sharp  engagement  of  about  one  hour  and  ten  minutes,  in  which 
both  officers  and  men,  with  but  few  exceptions,  behaved  with  the 
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greatest  coolnessr  and  gallantry,  I was  ordered  to  fall  back,  and  re- 
tired slowly  from  tbe  field,  mounting  my  men,  and  directed  Colonel 
Hovis  to  form  in  line  of  battle  and  bold  the  enemy  in  check,  while 
with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  I moved  off.  After  the  entire  column 
had  passed  near  half  an  hour.  Colonel  Hovis  retired  slowly,  expect- 
ing to  find  a support  near. 

After  going  about  3 miles  the  pursuing  enemy  fired  on  his  rear 
guard,  when  he  formed  line  of  battle  to  repel  their  advance.  The 
enemy  halted  and  commenced  shelling  at  long  range,  when  he  fell 
back  according  to  orders,  leaving  Major  Park  with  three  companies 
to  guard  his  rear.  When  in  sight  of  the  crossing  on  Coldwater, 
finding  the  command  had  not  all  crossed.  Colonel  Hovis  again 
formed  in  line  of  battle  and  remained  until  the  enemy  opening  a 
heavy  fire,  he  crossed  the  river,  dismounted  his  men,  and  returned 
to  the  ford  and  opened  a brisk  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  soon  re- 
tired. 

Major  Park  and  the  companies  under  him  are  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise  for  holding  the  enemy  in  check,  thereby  enabling 
the  command  to  cross  the  river  without  confusion. 

I may  also  mention  that  Captain  Bledsoe,  with  his  rifled  gun, 
did  good  service  at  Coldwater  in  repelling  the  advance  of  the 
enemy. 

You  will  find  herewith  inclosed  a report*  of  the  casualties  in  my 
command  ; also  of  the  horses,  arms,  equipments,  and  other  property 
captured t and  the  disposition  made  of  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  McCULLOCH, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Capt.  W.  A.  Goodman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Q-eneral.] 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Col.  W.  F.  Slemons,  Second  Arlmnsas  Cavalry,  com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters  Slemons’  Brigade, 

Burlingham,  November  7,  1863. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  orders  of  this  date,  I have  the  honor  to 
forward  herewith  the  following  report  of  the  engagements  at  Col- 
lierville, Tenn.,  and  Quinn’s  Mill,  Miss.: 

About  12  m.  on  November  3,  I received  orders  from  General  Chal- 
mers to  move  on  Collierville,  my  command  being  at  the  [time]  on 
the  Quinn’s  Mill  and  Collierville  [road.]  Putting  my  force  in  mo- 
tion—at  that  time  consisting  of  George’s  cavalry,  the  Third  Missis- 
sippi, and  a detachment  of  the  Second  Arkansas,  the  Seventh  Ten- 
nessee having  been  left  south  of  Coldwater  as  an  escort  for  the  artil- 
lery-moving rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Collierville,  I encountered 
the  enemy’s  skirmishers  about  6 miles  from  town,  and  drove  them 
back  rapidly  to  a point  known  as  the  White  House,  where  the  enemy, 
re-enforced,  made  a stubborn  resistance  under  cover  of  fences  and 
farm  houses,  from  which  position  a spirited  dash  upon  their  flank 
W Lieutenant  Allen,  Second  Arkansas,  forced  them  to  retire.  Prom 
this  point,  the  country  being  open,  I was  enabled  to  bring  my  entire 

* See  inclosure  to  Chalmers’  report,  p.  349. 
fNot  found. 
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force  against  them,  forming  rapidly  my  line  of  battle — the  right 
(Colonel  George’s  regiment)  resting  on  the  Mount  Pleasant  road,  my 
left  (Colonel  Barksdale,  Third  Mississipjji)  resting  on  the  Collierville 
and  Quinn’s  Mill  road,  the  Second  Arkansas  acting  as  hankers. 

My  line  of  battle  had  scarcely  been  formed  for  the  advance  when 
the  enemy  opened  on  my  right  and  center  with  light  artillery.  Be- 
lieving it  better  to  advance  without  waiting  for  further  reconnais- 
sance or  re-enforcements  than  to  risk  the  moral  effect  upon  my 
troops  (most  of  whom  were  new)  of  falling  back  out  of  range  of  the 
artillery,  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  and  the  line  moved  stead- 
ily on  to  within  300  yards  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  which  were  partially 
concealed  behind  the  crest  of  a ridge,  when  he  opened  upon  me  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  directly  in  front.  I at  once  ordered  the  charge, 
which  was  responded  to  in  gallant  style.  When  within  60  yards  of 
the  brow  of  the  hill  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  a most  destructive  fire 
of  small-arms  along  our  whole  line.  This  fire  was  from  rifie-pits, 
of  the  existence  of  which  I was  totally  ignorant.  At  this  shock  the 
whole  line  wavered  and  showed  signs  of  confusion. 

About  this  time  Colonel  McCulloch  appeared  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  enemy’s  lines  and  attacked  them  vigorously,  but  for  some  time, 
say  fifteen  minutes,  was  unable  to  attract  their  attention  from  me. 
Having  succeeded  in  drawing  their  attention,  enabled  me  to  with- 
draw my  men  in  order,  after  having  been  under  heavy  fire  for  about 
one  hour,  the  attack  upon  the  place  in  front  being  a failure.  Received 
an  order  from  General  Chalmers  to  move  around  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  McCulloch,  who  by  this  time  had  become  closely  engaged 
with  the  enemy’s  left.  Moving  rapidly  to  the  right,  I took  position 
in  rear  of  Colonel  McCulloch,  who  withdrew  upon  the  Mount  Pleasant 
road;  thence  on  the  road  to  Quinn’s  Mill,  on  Coldwater,  the  enemy 
pursuing  us  closely  with  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

At  Coldwater  they  made  a dash  upon  the  rear  guard,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Allen,  Second  Arkansas,  who  being  thrown  from  his  horse 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  My  rear  v^as  attacked  in  its  passage 
of  the  bridge,  but  no  damage  done.  I formed  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  stream,  and  a brisk  engagement  sprang  up  for  the  possession  of 
the  bridge,  which  lasted  until  after  dark,  when  the  enemy  withdrew. 
Leaving  a force  to  guard  the  bridge  and  crossings  in  vicinity,  I with- 
drew 3 miles  and  went  into  camp,  from  which  point  I moved  to  this 
place  on  the  4th. 

My  loss  in  these  engagements  was  considerable,  as  you  will  see 
from  list*  of  casualties  forwarded  herewith. 

^ The  conduct  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  with  a few  excep- 
tions, in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  was  good. 

^ Colonels  George  and  Barksdale  have  a reputation  too  well  estab- 
lished for  gallantry  to  be  benefited  by  any  comment  from  me.  Col- 
onel^ George,  with  a gallantry  discarding  caution,  dashed  on  ahead 
of  his  men  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

It  would  be  doing  them  injustice  were  I to  omit  speaking  of  the 
promptness  and  coolness  with  which  Lieut.  R.  A.  Sandford,  my  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Capt.  P.  H.  Echols,  Second  Arkansas, 
my  aide-de-camp,  executed  every  order  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  SLEMONS, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Capt.  W.  A.  Goodman,  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


*See  inclosure  to  Chalmers’  report,  p.  249. 
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No.  7. 

Beports  of  Col.  E.  V.  Eichardson,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

Headquarters, 

Harris'  House,  [Chesterville,]  Miss.,  November  7,  1863. 

Sir  : On  the  3d  instant,  being  too  unwell  to  command  in  person 
myself,  General  Gholson  and  myself  organized  a force  of  270  men, 
composed  of  detachments  from  Major  Ham’s  battalion.  State  troops. 
Major  Ham  commanding ; from  Twelfth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Lieu> 
tenant-Colonel  Green  commanding ; from  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry, Major  Thurmond  commanding,  the  whole  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Neely. 

This  force  left  their  camp  at  Knight’s  Mill  at  1 p.  m. ; ordered  to 
so  march  as  to  strike  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Kailroad  by  moon- 
rise  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  and  to  destroy  road,  telegraph, 
&:c.,  as  circumstances  would  warrant.  I have  just  received  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  from  Colonel  Neely  : 

We  succeeded  in  reaching  the  railroad  about  moonrise,  as  expected,  after  a ride 
of  62  miles  that  day,  and  burned  three  trestles  and  destroyed  track,  taking  down 
the  telegraph  wire,  600  or  800  yards ; burned  one  hand-car  just  left  by  the  Yankees, 
by  daylight,  and  next  morning  burned  the  depot  and  the  winter  quarters  and  stock- 
ade the  Federals  were  erecting  at  Middleton.  The  Federals  are  evacuating  the  road, 
the  infantry  having  left  several  places.  They  say  they  are  removing  the  old  troops 
and  bringing  on  conscripts  to  take  their  places. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Neely  returns  I will  make  a fuller  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

R.  V.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Northeast  Mississippi. 

Colonel  Ewell, 

Meridian. 


. Headquarters, 

Chesterville,  Miss.,  November  7,  1863. 

Sir  : Col.  J.  J.  Neely  has  just  returned  from  a scout  on  the  Mem- 
phis and  Charleston  Railroad. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  about  moon-up.  Colonel  Neely — 
commanding  detachments  of  his  own  (the  Thirteenth  Tennessee 
Cavalry),  also  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Tennessee  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Green  commanding),  and  also  detachment  of  Ham’s  battal- 
ion (Major  Ham  commanding),  in  all  270  men — reached  the  railroad 
2 miles  above  Saulsbury.  Learning  that  a force  of  1,000  Federals 
were  at  Saulsbury  that  night,  he  directed  his  course  up  the  State 
line  road,  and  burned  and  destroyed  three  trestles,  about  800  yards 
of  telegraph  wire,  the  depot,  barracks,  and  stockade  at  Middleton, 
and  a hand-car  left  there  by  the  enemy.  He  found  Middleton 
evacuated  by  the  enemy,  and  reports  that  the  enemy  was  evacuat- 
ing the  road  generally,  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad  from  Columbus,  Ky.,  to  Corinth.  Another  report, 
derived  from  citizens  near  the  road,  was  that  the  enemy  was  remov- 
ing his  old  troops  from  the  road,  their  places  to  be  supplied  with 
conscripts.  The  citizens  also  report  that  the  tories  had  left  the 
neighborhood  of  Middleton,  impressing  wagons  to  carry  off  their 
chattels.  Colonel  Neely  left  a company  near  the  road  to  watch  their 
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movements,  wlio  will  report  daily.  It  is  also  rumored  that  the 
Yankees  are  fortifying  and  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  at  East- 
port.  My  headquarters  will  he  Chesterville  for  a few  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  V.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Northeast  Mississippi, 
Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers, 

Commanding  North  Mississippi. 


NOVEMBER  4;  1863.- 


-Skirmish  at  Motley’s  Ford,  Little  Tennessee  River, 
Tenn. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Sanders,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing First  Cavalry  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio,  with  com- 
plimentary letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke. 

Maryville,  Tenn.,  November  6,  1863. 
General  : Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams  has  just  returned  from  the 
Little  Tennessee  with  40  prisoners,  4 commissioned  oJOScers,  all  cap- 
tured at  Motley’s  Ford.  Colonel  Adams  got  near  the  river  just  as  a 
regiment  was  crossing  the  river ; charged  them  ; drove  them  into 
the  river,  where  he  says  at  least  40  or  50  were  killed  or  drowned  in 
crossing,  as  his  men  were  within  a few  yards  of  them  while  in  the 
water.  He  describes  the  sight  of  the  rebels  in  the  river  as  most 
frightful  ; says  the  entire  regiment  of  rebels  lost  their  arms. 

The  prisoners  and  a citizen  who  escaped  from  them  report  Cheat- 
ham between  Philadelphia  and  Loudon,  with  five  brigades  ; Steven- 
son at  Morganton  with  two  brigades  ; Vaughn  has  2,500  men  on 
the  other  side  of  Little  Tennessee,  and  a brigade  at  Sweet  Water. 
Report  says  Forrest  arrived  at  Sweet  Water  with  8,000  men ; only 
rumor  in  the  rebel  camp.  Report  says  the  rebels  are  moving  every- 
thing in  the  way  of  cattle  and  provisions  south. 

There  are  no  rebels  on  this  side  the  Little  Tennessee  River.  Col- 
onel Adams  was  at  Niles’  Ferry  and  Motley’s  Island.  He  saw  quite 
a la^rge  force  on  the  other  side  ; estimates  it  at  2,000. 

Respectfully, 

W.  P.  SANDERS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  (J.  Parke. 

P.  S.— Colonel  Adams  lost  no  men.  He  completely  surprised  the 
rebel  camp. 


Knoxville, 

November  5,  1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Sanders, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  this  evening,  announcing  Colonel 
Adams’  forces  on  the  Little  Tennessee,  just  received.  The  general 
is  much  pleased  with  your  report,  and  directs  that  you  will  please 
tender  his  thanks  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams  and  his  regiment  for 
the  daring  attack  and  fruitful  results. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 


JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General, 
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NOVEMBEE  4-DECEMBER  23,  1863. — The  Knoxville  (Tennessee)  Cam- 
paign. ^ 

sum:m;a.ry  of  the  frin'Ciipa.l.  events. 

Nov.  4,  1863. — Longstreet's  corps  detached  from  Army  of  Tennessee  for  opera- 

tions against  Burnside’s  forces  in  East  Tennessee. 

14,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Maryville,  Little  River,  Rockford,  and  Huff’s  Ferry, 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Loudon. 

Skirmish  at  Lenoir’s  Station. 

Skirmish  at  Stock  Creek. 

16,  1863. — Engagement  at  Campbell’s  Station. 

Skirmish  near  Knoxville.  ^ 

16-23,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  and  about  Kingston. 

17-Dec.  4,  1863. — Siege  of  Knoxville. 

23,  1863. — Assault  on  the  Confederate  lines  about  Knoxville. 

Assault  on  the  Union  lines  about  Knoxville. 

24, 1863. — Action  at  Kingston. 

26,  1863. — Elliott  ordered,  with  all  available  cavalry  from  Army  of  the 

Cumberland,  into  East  Tennessee. 

27,  1863. — Granger  ordered,  with  Second  and  Thii’d  Divisions,  Fourth  Army 

Corps  (Army  of  the  Cumberland),  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville. 
28-Dec.  6,  1863. — Sherman’s  march  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  with  Gran- 
ger’s command,  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  the  Second  Divis- 
ion, Fourteenth  Army  Corps ; part  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Cavalry 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

29,  1863.— Assault  on  Fort  Sanders,  Knoxville. 

30,  1863. — Affair  at  Charleston. 

Dec.  1,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Maynardville. 

2,  1863. — Action  at  Walker’s  Ford,  Clinch  River, 

3,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Log  Mountain. 

4,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Kingston. 

4-5,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Loudon. 

5,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Walker’s  Ford,  Clinch  River. 

6,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Clinch  Mountain. 

7,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Rutledge. 

9-13,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Bean’s  Station. 

10,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Gatlinsburg. 

Skirmish  at  Long  Ford. 

Skirmish  at  Morristown. 

Affair  at  Russellville. 

11,  1863. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Major-Gen- 

eral Burnside  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

12,  1863. — Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 

of  all  cavalry  serving  in  the  Department  of  the  Ohio. 
Skirmish  at  Cheek’s  Cross-Roads. 

12-13,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  Russellville. 

13,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Dandridge’s  Mill. 

Skirmish  at  Farley’s  Mill,  Holston  River. 

14,  1863. — Engagement  at  Bean’s  Station. 

Skirmish  at  Clinch  Gap. 

Skirmish  at  Granger’s  Mill. 

Skirmish  near  Morristown,- 

15,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Bean’s  Station. 
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Dec.  16,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Rutledge. 

16-19,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Blaius  Cross-Roads. 

18,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Bean’s  Station. 

Sku*mish  at  Rutledge. 

19,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Stone’s  Mill. 

21,  1863.— Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  D.  Cox,  U.  S.  Army,  supersedes  Brig.  Gen. 

Mahlon  D.  Manson  in  command  of  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps. 

Skirmish  at  Clinch  River. 

22-23,  1863. — Scouts  near  Dandridge  and  skirmish. 

Confederate  winter  quarters  established  at  and  about  Russell- 
ville. 

REPORTS,  ETC.* 

No.  1.— Charles  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  James  H.  Wilson,  Assistant  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  3.— Abstract  from  returns  of  the  troops  in  East  Tennessee,  under  command  of 
Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  November  30. 

No.  4. — Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department 
of  the  Ohio,  with  congratulatory  orders,  &c. 

No.  5. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Ohio. 

No.  6. — Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.  7.— Capt.  Orlando  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  Chief  Engineer  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio. 

No.  8. — Capt.  William  H.  Harris,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Corps,  Senior  Ordnance  Officer. 
No.  9. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  United  States  forces 
in  the  field. 

No.  10. — Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Potter,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
No.  11.— Itinerary  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  October  20-December  31. 

No.  12.— Lieut.  Samuel  N.  Benjamin,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 
No.  13. — Capt.  Jacob  Roemer,  Battery  L,  Second  New  York  Light  Artillery. 

No.  14. — Capt.  William  W.  Buckley,  Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery. 
No.  15. — Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Ferrero,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  16. — Col.  David  Morrison,  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  17. — Col.  Benjamin  C.  Christ,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade. 

No.  18.— Col.  William  Humphrey,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  19.— Maj.  Cornelius  Byington,  Second  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  20.— Capt.  John  V.  Ruehle,  Second  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  21.— Lieut.  Col.  Lorin  L.  Comstock,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  22.— Maj.  Byron  M.  Cutcheon,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  23. — Lieut.  Col.  Matthew  M.  Dawson,  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  24.— Col.  John  F.  Hartranft,  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Division. 

No.  25.— Brig.  Gen.  Mahlon  D.  Manson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps. 

*See  also  Chattanooga-Ringgold  Campaign.  Reports  of  Campbell,  Cockerill,  J.  C. 
Davis,  Gambee,  Grant,  Holmes,  O.  O.  Howard,  Long,  MiUer,  Morgan,  Price,  Reidt, 
Rider,  Schurz,  William  T.  Sherman,  Orland  Smith,  Van  Tassell,  Van  Vleck,  Will- 
iam Wheeler,  and  James  Wood,  Part  II  of  this  volume  ; also  Samuel  Jones’  report, 
of  February  6,  1864,  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  II,  p.  602. 
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No.  26.— Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  27. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  Division. 

No.  28.— Col.  Samuel  R.  Mott,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 

No.  29. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade. 

No.  30.— Col.  Marshal  W.  Chapin,  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade. 

No.  31. — Lieut.  Col.  Francis  H.  Lowry,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  32.— Maj.  William  W.  Wheeler,  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  83. — Maj.  Isaac  R.  Sherwood,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  34. — Capt.  Joseph  A.  Sims,  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Batteiy. 

, No.  35.— Itinerary  of  the  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  HascaU  commanding. 

No.  36. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  James  W.  ReiUy  commanding. 

No.  37. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Daniel  Cameron  commanding. 

No.  38. — Brig.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Left  Wing 
United  States  Forces  in  East  Tennessee. 

No.  39.— Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Shackelford,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps, 
Department  of  the  Ohio. 

No.  40. — Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry  in  East 
Tennessee. 

No.  41. — Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Sanders,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Cavalry 
Division. 

No.  42. — Itinerary  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division,  Col.  Frank  Wolford  commanding. 

No.  43. — Col.  Robert  K.  Byrd,  First  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  44. — Itinerary  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Charles  D.  Pennebaker  commanding. 

No.  45. — Col.  John  W.  Foster,  Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Cavalry  Division. 

No.  46.— Col.  Felix  W.  Graham,  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  47. — Col.  Horace  Capron,  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  48. — Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  U.  S.  Army,  of  engineer  operations  con- 
nected with  Sherman’s  march  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville. 

No.  49. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Fourth  Army  Corps  (Army 
of  the  Cumberland),  Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger  commanding. 

No.  50. — Itinerary  of  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps  (Army  of  the  Cumberland),  Maj. 
Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard  commanding. 

No.  51. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Army  of  the 
Cumberland),  Brig.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis  commanding. 

No.  52. — Col.  John  M.  Loomis,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  First 

. Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Army  of  the  Tennes- 

see). 

No.  53. — Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division  (Army  of  the 
Cumberland),  Col.  Eh  Long  commanding. 

No.  54. — Itinerary  of  the  cavalry.  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Maj.  Gen.  David  S. 
Stanley  and  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elhott  commanding. 

No.  55. — Col.  Wilham  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  56. — Brig.  Gen  James  G.  Spears,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  East  Tennes- 
see Brigade. 

No.  57. — Organization  of  the  troops  in  East  Tennessee  under  command  of  Lieut. 
Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Army,  November  30,  1863. 

No.  58. — Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Confederate 
forces  in  East  Tennessee,  with  charges  against  Brig.  Gens.  E.  M.  Law 
and  J.  B.  Robertson,  and  resulting  correspondence. 
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No.  59.— Return  of  Casualties  in  Longstreet’s  Corps,  November  14-December  4. 

No.  60.— Capt.  Frank  Potts,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  61.— Maj.  R.  J.  Moses,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  Commis- 
sary. 

No.  62.— Col.  E.  Porter  Alexander,  C.  S.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

No.  63. — Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  Avith 
findings  of  court-martial,  &c. 

No.  64. — Maj.  William  Wallace,  Second  South  Carolina  Infantry,  Kershaw’s  bri- 
gade. 

No.  65. — Col.  James  D.  Nance,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  66. — Capt.  E.  J.Goggans,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  67. — Capt.  Duncan  McIntyre,  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  68. — Capt.  Stephen  H.  Sheldon,  Fifteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  69. — Lieut.  William  C.  Harris,  Adjutant  James’  (South  Carolina)  Battalion. 

No.  70.— Lieut.  Col.  N.  L.  Hutchins,  jr.,  Third  Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 
commanding  Wofford’s  brigade. 

No.  71. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  G.  Humphreys,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  72. — Col.  Edward  Ball,  Fifty-first  Georgia  Infantry,  commanding  Bryan’s  bri- 
gade. 

No.  73. — Brig.  Gen.  Micah  Jenkins,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Hood’s  division. 

No.  74. — Brig.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Buckner’s  di- 
vision. 

No.  75. — Col.  John  C.  Carter,  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  Infantry,  Hardee’s  corps, 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

No.  76. — Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

No.  77. — Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Martin,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Longstreet’s  cav- 
alry. 

No.  78. — Thanks  of  the  Confederate  Congress  to  Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet  and 
his  command. 


No.  1. 

Dispatches  of  Charles  A.  Dana,  Assistajit  Secretary  of  War, 

Knoxville,  Tenn., 

November  13,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

After  detailed  conversation  with  General  Burnside,  I sum  up  his 
present  situation,  possibilities,  and  ideas  as  follows  : 

1.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  force  has  been  sent  from 
Lee’s  army  to  attack  him  bn  the  northeast. 

2.  It  is  certain  that  Longstreet  is  approaching  from  Chattanooga 
with  from  20,000  to  40,000  troops.  He  already  has  all  the  fords  of 
the  Little  Tennessee  strongly  picketed,  and  is  building  pontoons  on 
Pond  Creek  and  elsewhere. 

3.  With  Burnside’s  present  forces  he  is  unable  to  resist  such  an 
attack,  and  the  question  is  how  to  obviate  it,  or  in  case  that  cannot 
be  done,  what  is  the  most  advantageous  line  of  retreat. 

4.  A successful  demonstration  by  Thomas  at-  the  mouth  of  Chick- 
amauga  Valley,  by  throwing  a bridge  across  the  Tennessee,  fortify- 
ing a bridge-head,  and  displaying  a force  to  threaten  the  rebel  line 
of  communications  between  Dalton  and  Loudon,  would  compel  Long- 
street to  return  and  allow  Burnside  not  only  to  hold  his  present  po- 
sitions, but  to  advance  and  occupy  the  line  of  the  Hiwassee. 

5.  In  case  this  cannot  be  accomplished,  the  addition  of  5,000  of 
Thomas’  cavalry  to  Burnside’s  present  force  would  put  the  latter  in 
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condition  to  make  an  efficient  diversion  by  destroying  tlie  enemy's 
line  of  railroad  between  Atlanta  and  Dalton,  and  at  the  same  time 
check  Longstreet’s  advance  in  this  direction,  or  with  this  additional 
cavalry  and  10,000  infantry  from  Sherman’s  command  he  could  re- 
sist Longstreet  even  if  neither  of  the  above-described  diversions 
should  prove  successful. 

6.  In  the  event  of  an  absolute  necessity  of  leaving  this  country. 
General  Burnside  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  advisable 
for  him  to  march  by  way  of  Kingston,  as  General  Grant  has  sug- 
gested, and  this  for  the  reasons  that  if  he  is  going  there  he  must 
start  at  once;  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  collect  there  more  than 
four  days’  subsistence  for  troops,  while  no  forage  can  be  got  there  for 
animals  ; that  by  going  there  he  will  yield  to  the  rebels  the  rich  re- 
gion south  and  east,  whence  he  now  draws  the  mass  of  his  supplies; 
and  that  while  he  is  about  as  far  from  junction  with  Thomas  as  here, 
he  is  of  just  as  little  use  to  East  Tennessee  as  if  he  were  at  Chat- 
tanooga. Besides,  if  he  is  to  retreat  to  Kingston,  he  must  move 
now  before  the  road  is  blocked,  and  this  will  uncover  all  the  gaps  in 
the  Cumberland  Mountains  and  thus  expose  the  trains  and  animals 
now  coming  through  them  to  danger  of  loss. 

7.  By  holding  Knoxville  as  long  as  possible  he  can  continue  col- 
lecting food  and  forage  and  living  off  the  country  to  the  latest  mo- 
ment. As  to  collecting  these  ahead  he  finds  it  impracticable,  four 
days’  being  the  largest  supply  of  meat  and  grain  he  has  been  able  to 
amass,  even  with  the  100  miles  of  railroad  on  which  he  now  runs  un- 
disturbedly 5 locomotives  and  22  freight  cars,  all  of  which  he  gives 
up  by  leaving  Knoxville,  as  also  all  the  mills  and  workshops  which 
he  is  using. 

8.  If  finally  compelled  he  proposes  to  retreat  on  the  line  of  Cum- 
berland Gap,  and  hold  Morristown  and  Bean’s  Station,  which  he 
would  now  fortify  with  a view  to  such  a contingency.  At  these 
points  he  will  be  secure  against  any  force  the  enemy  can  bring  against 
him ; he  will  still  be  able  to  forage  over  a large  extent  of  country  on 
the  south  and  east ; he  can  prevent  the  repair  of  the  railroad  by  the 
rebels,  and  he  will  still  have  an  effective  hold  on  East  Tennessee. 
At  Morristown  there -are  mills  where  he  can  grind  a supply  of  flour 
and  meal.  His  troops  he  reports  as  in  first-rate  fighting  order,  with 
the  exception  of  some  raw  regiments  of  East  Tennesseeans  and  six- 
months’  men  from  Indiana.  Present  fine  weather  he  regards  as  more 
favorable  to  the  enemy  than  to  us  ; it  lowers  the  rivers  and  enables 
them  to  move  into  new  positions.  Heavy  rains  would  check  Long- 
street,  but  would  not  stop  our  foraging,  which  is  not  only  carried  on 
by  the  railroad  but  can  also  be  kept  up  by  flat-boats  down  the 
numerous  streams  flowing  hitherward. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

\ Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Knoxville, 

November  14,  1863 — 6 a.  m. 

Enemy  began  at  midnight  building  two  bridges  across  Tennessee 
near  Loudon.  Burnside  has  determined  to  retreat  toward  the  gaps. 
Ninth  Corps  at  Lenoir’s  and  White’s  division  near  Loudon  ordered 
to  fall  back  on  KnoxviUe,  destroying  cotton  factory  at  Lenoir’s 
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and  delaying  enemy  as  much  as  possible.  All  workshops  and  mills 
will  be  destroyed  here  and  elsewhere  on  the  line  of  retreat.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  reported  as  Longstreet’s  two  divisions,  Steven- 
son’s division,  and  Wheeler’s  cavalry  entire.  Burnside  does  not  feel 
sure  whether  he  will  be  compelled  to  pass  the  mountains.  Possibly 
he  may  be  able  to  stop  this  side,  and  not  entirely  abandon  East  Ten- 
nessee. In  the  former  event  he  may  lose  his  trains  and  animals,  but 
can  save  artillery. 

I leave  immediately  for  Chattanooga,  passing  the  Clinch  some- 
where north  of  Kingston. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Lenoir’s  Station,- 
November  14,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 

It  is  reported  here  enemy  have  not  yet  finished  their  bridges  ; have 
no  artillery  or  cavalry  across.  Burnside  is  resolved  to  attack  them 
with  one  division  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  about  3,000  strong.  Distance 
hence  about  10  miles. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[C.  A.  DANA.] 


Chattanooga,  Tenn., 

November  18,  1863 — 12  m. 

Arrived  here  last  -evening.  Had  my  departure  from  Burnside 
been  delayed  a single  day  I could  only  have  got  out  through  Cum- 
berland Gap  or  that  of  Big  Creek. 

Burnside’s  present  position  seems  safe  except  for  Longstreet’s  great 
superiority  in  cavalry,  the  latter  having  Wheeler’s  whole  force  with 
him,  from  7,000  to  9,000  strong,  while  Burnside  cannot  concentrate 
more  than  3,000  without  abandoning  the  upper  part  of  the  valley  to 
Sam.  Jones,  and  endangering  his  communications  on  that  side.  Still, 
there  is  a reasonable  probaMlity  that  Burnside  will  be  able  to  hold 
Knoxville  until  relieved  by  operations  here.  I found  him  possessed 
by  the  idea  that  he  must  expose  his  whole  force  to  capture  rather 
than  withdraw  from  the  country,  and  so  firmly  was  this  notion  fixed 
in  his  mind  that  when  the  report  arrived  at  1 a.  m.  on  the  14th  that 
‘ Longstreet  had  begun  to  build  bridges  at  Loudon,  he  actually  dic- 
tated the  orders  for  throwing  his  whole  army  south  of  the  Holston 
into  Blount  County,  where  all  his  communications  would  be  cut  off 
at  once,  and  where  on  his  own  estimate  he  could  not  subsist  more 
than  three  weeks,  while  General  Parke  thought  ten  days’  subsistence 
would  be  the  utmost  to  be  found  there.  Parke  argued  against  this 
idea  in  vain,  but  finally  General  Wilson  overcame  it  by  representing 
that  Grant  did  not  wish  him  to  include  the  capture  of  his  entire  army 
among  the  elements  of  his  plan  of  operations.  Burnside’s  command 
is  in  great  want  of  first-rate  general  officers,  both  the  Ninth  and 
Twenty-third  Corps  being  commanded  by  brigadiers  who  are  com- 
paratively inexperienced.  General  Hartsuff  being  incapacitated  and 
General  Parke  employed  as  chief  of  staff. 
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I procured  at  Knoxville  a dispatch  from  General  Crittenden  to 
Burnside,  dated  Chattanooga,  September  10,  informing  Burnside,  by- 
order  of  Rosecrans,  that  Rosecrans’  right  was  then  at  Rome  and 
Crittenden  in  full  pursuit  of  Bragg.  If  General  Halleck  has  not  this 
document  to  use  in  preparing  bis  annual  report  I can  telegraph  it. 

A dispatch  of  Rosecrans  to  Granger,  after  occupation  of  Chatta- 
nooga, informing  Granger  “ our  great  flanking  movement  con- 
tinues,” General  Halleck  may  also  desire.  Pleasant. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Chattanooga, 

November  19,  1863. — 12  m.* 

I omitted  to  report  in  my  dispatch*  of  12  m.  yesterday  that  I had 
conversed  with  General  Parke  relative  to  Burnside’s  plan  of  holding 
Morristown  and  Bean’s  Station,  and  that  Parke  pronounced  the 
project  impracticable  because  the  enemy  could  pass  up  behind  Clinch 
Mountain  and  cut  off  all  possibilities  of  retreat. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga,  November  21,  1863. 

Following  is  letter  of  Crittenden  to  Burnside,  mentioned  in  my 
dispatch  of  the  18th  : 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-first  Army  Corps,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Chattanooga,  September  18  [10,]  1863—2  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Tennessee  River.: 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land to  inform  you  that  I am  in  full  possession  of  this  place,  having  entered  it  yes- 
terday at  12  m.  without  resistance.  The  enemy  has  retreated  in  the  direction  of 
Rome,  Ga.,  the  last  of  his  force  (cavalry)  having  left  a few  hours  before  my  arrival. 
At  daylight  1 made  a rapid  pursuit  with  my  corps,  and  hope  that  he  will  be  inter- 
cepted by  the  center  and  right,  the  latter  of  which  was  at  Rome.  The  general 
commanding  the  department  requests  that  you  move  down  your  cavalry  and  occupy 
the  country  recently  covered  by  Colonel  Minty,  who  will  reiDort  particulars  to  you, 
and  who  has  been  ordered  to  cross  the  river. 

T.  L.  CRITTENDEN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

This  letter  made  Burnside  believe  Rosecrans  perfectly  successful, 
needing  no  assistance  whatever. 

On  September  9,  Rosecrans  wrote  to  Granger,  saying  : 

Chattanooga  is  ours.  Our  movement  on  the  enemy’s  flank  and  rear  goes  on. 

The  rest  of  this  letter  is  occupied  with  directions  for  the  move- 
ment of  various  troops. 

On  September  9,  Rosecrans  ordered  Crittenden  to  pursue  Bragg. 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  leave  a light  brigade  to  hold  Chatta- 
nooga, and  with  the  balance  of  your  command  pursue  the  enemy  with  the  utmost 
vigor.  Attack  his  rear  whenever  you  can  do  so  with  a fair  opportunity  to  inflict 
injury  upon  him.  Order  your  train  to  follow  your  line  of  march  under  a sufficient 


* For  portion  of  dispatch  here  omitted,  see  Part  II,  p.  — . 
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escort.  Your  marcU  will  probably  lead  you  near  Ringgold,  and  from  thence  to  the 
vicinity  of  Dalton.  General  Thomas  marches  on  La  Fayette,  and  General  McCook 
on  Alpine  and  Summerville. 

On  the  same  day  Tliomas  was  ordered  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  move  your  command  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble to  La  Fayette,  and  make  every  exertion  to  strike  the  enemy  in  flank,  and,  if 
possible,  to  cut  olf  his  escape. 

While  at  Stevens’  Gap  Rosecrans  told  me  that  General  Halleck 
had  refused  to  allow  him  to  advance  beyond  Dalton,  saying  that 
after  Rosecrans  had  reached  that  point  they  would  confer  respecting 
further  movements.  Copies  of  all  the  above-cited  documents  are 
forwarded  by  mail.  Weather  dull  and  rainy. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


\ 

Charleston,  Tenn., 

December  1,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

Sherman  arrived  here  yesterday  at  1 p.  m.  Howard  leading  on 
one  road  and  Davis  on  another.  Small  rebel  force  here  fled  toward 
Loudon,  destroying  pontoon  bridge  and  breaking  out  36  feet  of  the. 
railroad  bridge.  The  latter  has  been  repaired  and  planked  upon 
the  rails,  and  troops  are  now  moving  across.  Granger  not  heard 
from  ; should  have  reached  mouth  of  the  Hiwassee  yesterday.  No 
news  from  Knoxville.  Cold. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Morganton,  Tenn., 

December  4,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

The  cavalry  brigg;de  under  Colonel  Long,  which  General  Sherman 
had  kept  out  of  sight  on  his  right  flank  and  rear  till  the  afternoon 
of  the  2d  instant  (Wednesday),  was  sent  to  the  front  at  Sweet  Water, 
and  pushed  forward  with  all  haste  to  Loudon,  where  it  arrived  at 
3.30p.  m.,  with  the  design,  if  possible,  of  surprising  Longstreet’s  rear 
guard  and  seizing  his  bridge  across  the  Tennessee.  The  advance 
from  Sweet  Water  was  made  with  such  dash  as  to  capture  the  ene- 
my’s pickets,  but  he  displayed  a considerable  force  at  his  bridge- 
head, with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  Long  judged  it  prudent  not 
to  attack. 

Yesterday  morning  Howard’s  corps  entered  Loudon  and  found  the 
bridge  destroyed,  3 locomotives  and  48  cars  run  into  the  river,  and  all 
the  public  stores  burned.  The  main  body  of  the  army  marched  yes- 
terday to  this  place,  where  it  was  believed  a practicable  ford  might 
be  found,  and  Ewing’s  division  reached  here  at  11  a.  m.  The  ford, 
however,' proved  too  deep  for  men,  the  river  being  200  yards  wide  and 
the  water  almost  at  freezing  point.  Horses  and  wagons  can  be  forded, 
though  not  with  perfect  ease.  General  Wilson,  of  Grant’s  staff,  who 
was  with  the  advance,  at  once  set  about  the  construction  of  a trestle 
bridge,  and  by  working  all  last  night  has  it  now  so  far  advanced  that 
troops  can  begin  to  cross  by  dark  this  evening.  Meanwhile  an  old 
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R ferry-boat  has  been  used  to  pass  over  tlie  division  of  Ewing  and  its 
a artillery,  and  wagons  have  been  forded.  Shernian  expects  to  get 
il  ids 'whole  army  ^ over  by  noon  to-morrow,  all  its  parts,  including 
. Granger’s,  being'  up.  The  distance  hence  to  Knoxville  is  34  miles, 
d Our  advices  from  that  place  are  to  the  1st  instant,  and  are  derived 
p from  a rebel  mail  captured  last  night. 

, • Longstreet  assaulted  Burnside  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and  was  repulsed 
with  the  loss  of  1,000  men  of  McLaws’  division.  They  reached  the 
1 ditch  of  the  work  they  attacked,  but  were  unable  to  cross  it.  Two 
I regiments  appear  to  have  been  captured  by  the  garrison.  Longstreet 
' still  remains  at  Knoxville,  and  very  evidently  supposes  this  army  to 
be  only  a small  force.  All  the  letter-writers  speak  of  their  condition 
in  great  despondency,  and  regard  their  chance  of  extrication  as  very 
poor.  Nights  cold  ; days  beautiful. 

' [C.  A.  DANA.] 

Ron.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

^ Secretary  of  War. 


^ ■ Knoxville, 

December  6,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

Sherman  arrived  at  noon,  leaving  the  Fifteenth  Corps  at  Mary- 
ville with  orders  to  halt  there,  and  the  Eleventh  Corps  at  Louis- 
ville. Granger,  with  his  tvro  divisions,  moves  toward  Sevierville  to 
cut  off  any  stray  part  of  Longstreet’s  force  that  may  endeavor  to 
escape  by  way  of  the  French  Broad,  direct  pursuit  of  Longstreet 
from  here  being  impracticable  v/ith  infantry.  Sher2nan  will  at  once 
move  back  toward  Chattanooga  with  all  of  his  troops,  except  the 
command  of  Granger,  taking  the  road  by  way  of  Columbus  and 
Benton,  not  only  because  that  country  has  not  been  eaten  out  by 
armies,  but  also  that  he  may  conveniently  strike  at  Dalton  if  cir- 
cumstances favor  and  Grant  so  desires. 

The  only  ill  luck  in  this  quarter  so  far  is  the  failure  of  Elliott  to 
get  up  with  his  cavalry,  which  was  at  Liberty  on  the  2Gth  ultimo, 
got  orders  to  move  to  Kingston  on  the  27th,  and  should  have  crossed 
the  Clinch  by  the  30th  at  farthest.  Nothing  has  yet  been  heard  of 
him.  No  news  here  from  Foster. 

Yesterday  morning,  after  Longstreet  retreated,  Burnside  had  fully 
twenty  days’  provisions,  much  more,  in  fact,  than  at  the  beginning 
of  the  siege.  These  supplies  had  been  drawn  from  the  French 
Broad  by  boats  and  by  the  Sevierville  road.  The  people  of  the 
country  did  their  utmost  through  the  whole  time  to  send  in  provis- 
ions and  forage,  and  Longstreet  left  open  the  very  avenues  which 
Burnside  most  desired.  Boats  came  down  the  Holston  in  open  day 
without  being  fired  upon,  and  the  Sevierville  road  was  never  inter- 
rupted. The  losses  of  our  forces  here  from  the  first  contact  with 
Longstreet  near  Loudon  until  the  evacuation  will  not  exceed  1,000. 
Ammunition  got  very  short  before  the  sie^e  was  over,  and  project- 
iles for  our  rifle  guns  were  made  here.  The  utmost  constancy  and 
unanimity  prevailed  during  the  whole  siege,  from  Burnside  down  to 
the  last  private ; no  man  thought  of  retreat  or  surrender.  I return 
to  Chattanooga  as  soon  as  possible,  probably  leaving  to-morrow ; 
arrive  there  12th  or  13th. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[C.  A.  DANA.] 
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Chattanooga, 
December  10,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

Left  Knoxville  with  General  Sherman  at  8 a.  m.  Monday,  7th 
instant.  He  has  gone  to  Tellico  Plains  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
sending  also  a cavalry  expedition  about  1,000  strong  to  Murphy,  N. 
C.,  to  destroy  a rebel  wagon  train,  and,  if  practicable,  make  a raid 
as  far  as  Dalilonega.  At  the  same  time  the  division  of  Jeff.  C. 
Davis  occupies  Columbus  and  Benton,  on  the  Hiwassee,  and  the 
Eleventh  Corps  is  posted  at  Athens  and  Charleston.  These  forces 
will  eat  out  the  country  and  be  here  week  hence.  Granger  grum- 
bled and  complained  so  much  about  the  destitution  of  his  men  that 
Burnside  drew*  his  two  divisions  into  Knoxville,  and,  with  all  his 
own  troops,  moved  out  on  Monday  morning  to  pursue  Longstreet. 

Foster  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  Burnside  expected  to  deliver  the 
command  to  him  in  a day  or  two  and  go  north,  via  Cumberland 
Gap.  Elliott’s  cavalry  moved  from  Sparta  for  Kingston  on  the  5th 
instant,  eight  days  later  than  they  should  have  moved ; by  whose 
fault  I have  not  yet  learned.  Longstreet  was  retreating  in  an 
orderly  manner  with  all  his  artillery.  His  rear  guard  was  at  Straw- 
berry Plains  on  afternoon  of  6th. 

No  news  here.  Thomas  and  Grant  have  gone  for  the  day  to  visit 
Chickamauga  battle-field.  The  campaign  here  being  concluded,  I 
ask  leave  to  go  north.  If  Grant  is  to  make  his  proposed  Alabama 
campaign,  and  you  desire  me  to  accompany  him,  I can  join  him 
from  New  York  or  Washington  as  well  as  from  here.  I am  sure 
that  I can  be  more  useful  anywhere  else  than  I can  here,  since  all 
has  become  safe,  quiet,  and  regular.  Weather  sunny  and  beautiful. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga, 
December  11,  1863 — 12  m. 

I learn  from  General  Thomas  that  the  orders  to  Elliott  to  move 
his  division  against  Longstreet  reached  him  at  Alexandria  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  and  on  his  answering  that  he  did  not  understand  them, 
were  repeated  and  explained  to  him  by  telegraph  the  same  day, 
upon  which  he  replied  that  he  now  understood  perfectly  and  would 
move  at  once.  Alexandria  is  80  miles  from  Kingston,  and  he  should 
have  reached  the  latter  place  on  the  1st  instant  at  farthest.  But 
it  now  appears  that  he  did  not  start  till  the  7th  instant,  for  what 
reason  is  yet  unknown.  Grant  has  ordered  him  to  report  why  in 
writing.  His  division  is  not  less  than  3,500  strong,  with  fresh 
horses. 

General  F.  P.  Blair  goes  north  this  day  on  leave,  with  permission 
to  apply  for  authority  to  visit  Washington.  He  told  me  he  would 
not  resign  if  the  Government  would  give  him  a command,  which 
General  Grant  says  he  is  ready  to  do  without  his  going  to  Washing- 
ton. But  one  of  his  staff  informs  me  that  he  claims  an  army  corps, 
on  the  ground  that  President  Lincoln  had  promised  him  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps,  but  that  when  A.  L[incoln]  went  to  the  War  Office  to 
have  the  assignment  made  he  found  E.  M.  S[tanton]  had  already 
appointed  J.  A.  Logan.  Grant  is  very  angrv  with  Granger  for 
misconduct  in  the  Chattanooga  battle,  and  now  for  unwillingness  to 
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march  after  Longstreet.  Granger  will  probably  be  removed  and 
Sheridan  assigned  to  succeed  him,  subject  to  approval  of  Govern- 
ment. Granger  is  certainly  unfit  to  command. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 

Chattanooga, 
December  12,  1803 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Elliott  was  heard  from  yesterday.  He  was  at  Crossville  on  the 
9th  instant,  moving  with  a forage  train,  tliough  ordered  to  pursue 
Longstreet.  Sherman  was  ordered  back  to  Bellefonte  yesterday 
with  view  to  a demonstration  against  Rome,  by  one  column  starting 
from  Bellefonte  and  one  from  Chattanooga,  the  object  being  destruc- 
tion of  railroad  bridge  over  the  Oostenaula  and  removing  enemy 
farther  south  than  Dalton,  his  present  position.  Winter  rains, 
which  now  threaten  to  set  in,  may  prevent  this  movement. 

[C.  A.  DANA.] 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  James  H.  Wilson,  Assistant  Inspector- Gen- 
eral, U,  S.  Army, 

Knoxville,  November  13,  18G3. 

(Received  14th.) 

General:  Since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Dana  and  myself  here,  General 
Burnside,  in  a complete  discussion  of  the  situation  in  East  Tennes- 
see and  its  relation  to  the  general  campaign,  has  given  us  his  views 
clearly  and  in  detail,  and  requested  me  to  communicate  them  to  you 
without  delay.  He  assumes  that  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  hold 
East  Tennessee,  because  doing  so  he  draws  an  ample  supply  of 
bread,  meat,  and  forage  from  the  rich  country  between  the  Clinch 
River,  Rogersville,  and  the  great  Smoky  Mountains,  for  his  entire 
force  protects  and  encourages  a large  population  of  loyal  people, 
and  deprives  the  enemy  of  a source  of  supplies  of  the  greatest 
necessity  to  him.  It  simply  becomes  a question  of  how  this  can 
best  be  done,  of  how  his  forces  can  be  most  advantageously  posted 
with  that  object  in  view,  or  in  case  he  is  compelled  to  give  up  the 
country  entirely,  to  have  for  his  selection  such  lines  of  retreat  as 
will  lead  him  in  directions  upon  which  he  can  reach  supplies,  and  at 
the  same  time  leave  him  most  advantageously  situated  to  assist  the 
main  body  of  your  troops  in  future  operations. 

The  instruction  of  the  General-in-Chief  seems  to  have  no  other 
object  in  view  in  furtherance  of  this;  therefore  he  thinks  Knox- 
ville the  point  to  be  held  and  around  which  he  must  operate.  For 
this  point  he  has  the  use  of  the  railroad  from  Lenoir’s  to  Greeneville, 
and  rolling  stock  sufficient  to  bring  in  such  supplies  as  may  be 
accumulated  at  various  points  along  it.  The  Holston,  French  Broad, 
and  tributary  streams  may  be  also  used  for  fiats  when  the  road 
becomes  too  bad  for  wagons.  Knoxville  is  in  the  region  of  supplies, 
and  has  mills  in  running  order  to  turn  out  150  barrels  of  flour  per 
day,  and  can  receive  the  product  of  other  mills  able  to  grind  another 
hundred  ; contains  shops  capable  of  keeping  the  major  part  of  the 
material  in  good  order ; is  susceptible  of  vigorous  defense,  and 
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wlien  finally  abandoned  is  so  situated  as  to  allow  ready  access  to  all 
the  roads  except  the  one  leading  through  Kingston.  In  short,  he 
can  concentrate  his  forces  here  more  rax)idly,  supply  them  more 
easily,  defend  himself  quite  as  successfully,  and  finally,  if  it  comes 
to  the  worst,  he  can  carry  off  his  command  in  better  condition,  and 
by  routes  which,  although  longer,  would  be  safe,  and  ultimately 
enable  him  to  move  wherever  you  might  direct. 

In  case  he  is  compelled  to  relinquish  Knoxville,  after  destroying 
everything  that  could  help  the  enemy,  he  would  i:)refer  to  go  to  Mor- 
ristown and  Bean’s  Station.  He  thinks  he  could  maintain  those  po- 
sitions against  any  force  that  could  be  sent  against  him;  they  being 
admirably  situated  with  reference  to  the  gaps,  would  enable  him  to 
keep  up  communication  in  that  direction,  to  prevent  the  repair  of 
railroad,  and  still  allow  him  to  forage  much  of  the  country  to  the 
south  and  eastward.  There  being  plenty  of  mills,  he  could  still  be 
able  to  supply  himself  in  a degree  with  bread  from  the  country,  and 
use  his  transportation  for  hauling  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt.  In  antici- 
pation of  this  step  he  could  at  once  set  to  work  fortifying  these 
places  as  strongly  as  possible  from  Knoxville. 

If  you  should  direct  it,  he  could  move  when  necessary  by  Clinton, 
Winter’s  Gap,  and  Morganton  either  to  Carthage  or  McMinnville. 
But  in  this  event  his  live  stock,  coming  by  way  of  the  gaps,  together 
with  the  main  part  of  the  cavalry  should  be  turned  back  into  Ken- 
tucky, to  be  disposed  of  afterward  as  necessity  might  demand. 

The  general’s  idea  of  Kingston  is  that,  although  a point  of  consid- 
erable natural  strength,  and,  if  well  supplied,  of  strategic  impor- 
tance, it  is  almost  entirely  out  of  the  question  now  either  as  a point 
of  his  line  of  retreat  or  as  one  from  which  he  could  exercise  a con 
trolling  influence  over  East  Tennessee.  The  country  about  it  is  poor, 
the  Clinch  and  Emory  River  regions  having  been  exhausted  of  sup 
plies  by  his  previous  operations. 

If  his  whole  force  were  concentrated  there,  he  could  not  possibly 
take  with  him  more  than  seven  days’  supply.  The  railroad  would 
at  once  fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands,  and  could  be  repaired  at  leisure. 
They  would  also  get  Knoxville,  all  the  mills,  and  nearly  the  entire 
productive  region  of  East  Tennessee.  This  would  necessarily  be  the 
case,  for,  with  a few  more  [days  of]  good  weather,  the  Holston  could 
be  forded  at  any  place  south  of  Knoxville,  and,  in  addition,  bridges 
might  be  easily  constructed  so  as  to  cross  either  it  or  the  Tennessee. 
It  is  reported  now  that  the  rebels  are  building  a pontoon  bridge  upon 
Pond  Creek,  and  that  they  are  watching  every  ford  and  ferry  from 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  to  Kingston  with  the  greatest  care.  It 
seems  entirely  practicable  for  the  enemy  to  cross  if  he  desires  it,  and 
that  before  Burnside’s  forces  could  be  concentrated  at  any  point ; 
hence  the  general  argues  that  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  leave  East 
Tennessee,  and  he  were  to  be  ordered  to  do  it  by  way  of  Kingston, 
the  enemy  could  precipitaj^e  that  necessity,  in  spite  of  all  activity, 
before  our  forces  could  possibly  be  disposed  to  prevent  it  or  to  effect 
their  retreat.  In  this  event  his  forces  would  either  be  beaten  in  de- 
tail or  be  compelled  to  go  at  once  to  Kingston,  where  they  cannot 
feed  themselves  and  are  still  far  from  a junction  with  Thomas. 

This  is  the  case  considered  defensively  only,  but  if  the  good  weather 
continues  it  will  become  desirable  to  concentrate  a force  sufficient  to 
anticipate  the  enemy  in  offensive  operations,  and  thereby  prevent 
him  from  gaining  even  the  temporary  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
compelling  Burnside  to  adopt  either  of  the  plans  alluded  to  above. 
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Weather  that  will  enable  the  enemy  to  operate  will  afford  ns  the 
same  opportunity,  and  any  plan  which  may  be  adopted  involving 
Sherman  and  Thomas  can  be  co-operated  with  from  here. 

A bridge-head  and  bridge  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dallas  or  Igon’s 
Ferry,  with  a force  threatening  Cleveland,  would  probably  bring  the 
enemy  either  from  the  front  of  Burnside  or  Thomas.  If  from  the 
former  he  could  advance  at  least  to  the  line  of  the  Hiwassee,  and  if 
the  whole  iDlan  was  fortunately  executed,  would  give  us  all  the  coun- 
try as  far  south  as  Cleveland,  and  allow  a complete  junction  of  your 
entire  army. 

The  general  also  says,  should  a plan  of  operations  of  this  kind  be 
put  on  foot,  he  could  use  four  or  five  thousand  of  Thomas’  cavalry  to 
great  advantage.  Or,  even  if  it  is  determined  to  do  no  more  than  try 
to  hold  the  present  line  of  the  Little  Tennessee,  this  additional  cav- 
alry force  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  him.  He  thinks  it  would  enable 
him  to  hold  his  line  against  any  ordinary  force  that  the  enemy  can 
send  against  him. 

The  general  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  requesting  10,000 
infantry  to  be  sent  to  him,  but  makes  this  suggestion  in  view  of  the 
possibility  that  no  operation  toward  Cleveland  on  the  x^art  of  Thomas 
may  be  deemed  practicable,  and  that  you  may  still  desire  and  make 
his  occupancy  of  this  country  certain. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel y <&c, 

Major-General  Grant,  Chattanooga. 


No.  3. 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  troops  in  East  Tennessee,  under  com- 
mand of  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1863.’ 
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No.  4* 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside^  U.  8.  Army,  command- 
ing Department  of  the  Ohio,  with  congratulatory  orders,  &c. 

Knoxville,  Tenn., 
November  17,  1863 — 1.30  a.  m. 

Longstreet  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  on  Saturday  (12th),  at 
Huff’s  Ferry,  6 miles  below  Loudon,  with  about  15,000  men.  We 
have  resisted  his  advance  steadily,  repulsing  every  attack,  holding  on 
till  our  position  was  turned  by  superior  numbers,  and  then  retiring 
in  good  order. 

He  attacked  us  yesterday  about  11  o’clock  at  Campbell’s  Station, 
and  heavy  fighting  has  been  going  on  all  day,  in  which  we  have  held 
our  own  and  inflicted  serious  loss  on  the  enemy.  No  fighting  since 
dark.  We  commenced  retiring,  and  the  most  of  the  command  is 
now  within  the  lines  of  Knoxville.  At  the  same  time  that  Longstreet 
crossed  the  river  a heavy  cavalry  force  crossed  the  Little  Tennessee, 
and  advanced  on  this  place  by  way  of  Maryville.  Our  cavalry  force 
at  Rockford  was  slowly  pressed  back  by  superior  numbers,  and  at 
sundown  Sunday  (13th)  night  had  fallen  back  to  the  infantry  support 
on  the  first  ridge  from  the  river. 

They  did  not  attack  yesterday  morning,  but  in  the  course  of  the 
day  disappeared  from  our  front.  I shall  make  every  exertion  to  hold 
this  place,  and  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  do  so.  The  men  are  in  good 
spirits  and  are  behaving  splendidly. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 

His  Excellency  the  Pkesident. 


Knoxville,  November  17,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  6 p.  m.  18th.) 

Since  I reported  to  you  at  1 [1.30]  this  morning,  troops,  batteries, 
and  trains  have  all  arrived.  The  enemy  did  not  press  us  during  the 
night.  The  troops  were  placed  in  position,  intrenchments  thrown 
up  where  none  existed,  and  every  exertion  made  to  render  the  posi- 
tion secure.  The  enemy  have  made  no  serious  demonstration  during 
the  day. 

Our  cavalry  on  the  Kingston  road  have  been  skirmishing  all  the 
afternoon,  and  have  been  pressed  slowly  back,  and  the  enemy’s  pickets 
are  now  about  2 miles  from  town.  His  advance  to-day  has  not  been 
vigorous,  and  he  is  evidently  holding  back  for  the  arrival  of  his  bat- 
teries or  the  development  of  some  flank  movement.  If  he  should 
assault  our  position  here,  I think  we  can  give  a good  account  of  our- 
selves. 

They  still  have  a force  bn  the  other  side  of  the  river  with  pickets 
in 'sight  of  ours,  but  have  made  no  demonstration  to-day. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

President. 


(Copy  sent  General  Grant.) 
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Headquarters, 
Knoxville^  November  21,  18G3. 

The  enemy  has  not  yet  attemx)ted  an  assault ; he  is,  however, 
busily  engaged  throwing  up  batteries  and  making  approaches. 

We  have  the  town  completely  surrounded  by  a continuous  line  of 
rifle-pits  and  batteries,  and  hold  the  heights  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river. 

A desultory  fire  is  kept  up  along  our  skirmish  line,  which  is  from 
oOO  to  1,000  yards  beyond  our  line  of  rifle-pits.  The  enemy  thus  far 
has  not  attempted  a complete  investment.  His  main  body  seems  to 
occupy  the  ground  extending  from  the  river  below  town  around  to 
the  Clinton  road.  There  has  been  occasional  cannonading  since  the 
18th.  Our  loss  has  been  trifling.  The  death  of  General  Sanders  is 
a serious  loss,  and  keenly  felt  by  us  all.  We  have  on  hand  eight 
days’  bread,  half  rations  ; fifteen  days’  beef,  and  of  fresh  pork  full 
rations,  and  an  abundance  of  salt.  Our  forage  trains  cross  the  river 
daily,  and  have  so  far  been  successful.  The  cavalry  force  that  threat- 
ened us  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  have  retired  from  that 
immediate  front  and  gone  certainly  beyond  Little  River,  and  there 
is  but  a small  force  between  Little  River  and  the  Little  Tennessee. 
The  rains  of  last  night  and  this  morning  will  render  the  streams 
unfordable.  ^ We  have  a reasonable  supply  of  ammunition,  and  the 
command  is  in  good  spirits.  The  officers  and  men  have  been  inde- 
fatigable in  their  labors  to  make  this  place  impregnable. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General, 

General  Grant. 

Knoxville,  November  23,  1863. 

(Received  Chattanooga,  25th.) 

The  enemy  are  still  in  our  front.  They  have  not  yet  molested  the 
place,  but  hold  all  outlines  here  and  other  side  of  the  river.  Our 
defenses  are  comparatively  strong,  the  men  in  good  spirits ; we  have 
provisions  for,  say,  ten  or^  twelve  days  longer,  and  will  hold  out  as 
long  as  we  can.  It  is  possible  the  enemy  are  strong  enough  to- carry 
the  place  by  assault.  The  enemy  have  last  night  attempted  to  break 
our  pontoon  bridge  by  floating  rafts  down  against  it,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed. We  have  taken  precautions  which  we  hope  will  defeat  any 
future  attempt. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General, 

Major-General  Grant. 


Knoxville,  Tenn., 

November  28,  1863. 

I dispatched  you  last  on  the  23d.  During  that  night  a body  of  the 
enemy  crossed  the  river  about  3 miles  below  our  lines  and  established 
theniselves  on  a high  point  just  beyond  our  picket  line  and  threw  up 
a rifle-pit  facing  our  position  on  that  side.  During  next  day  and 
the  forenoon  of  the  25th,  continued  skirmishing  went  on,  and  on 
that  afternoon  they  assaulted  our  right  on  that  side  of  the  river  witli 
two  brigades.  Colonel  Cameron,  who  held  that  position  with  his 
brigade,  held  his  ground  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  and  finally 
repulsed  them  and  drove  them  half  way  up  the  opposite  hill,  inflict- 
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ing  severe  loss  upon  them.  Our  loss  was  about  50 ; that  of  the  en- 
emy about  150. 

Appearances  indicating  that  the  enemy  were  concentrating  a heavy 
force  there  for  another  attack,  our  position  was  strengthened  and  re- 
enforcements placed  at  the  disposal  of  Brigadier-General  Shackel- 
ford, who  commanded  the  forces  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  No 
further  demonstration  has  been  made  on  that  side,  and  we  still  hold 
the  same  skirmish  line  as  at  the  close  of  the  fight.  The  enemy  are 
still  at  work  on  the  hill  held  by  them.  On  this  side  of  the  river  the 
situation  is  nearly  the  same  as  at  last  accounts.  The  enemy  have 
thrown  up  some  new  works,  but  have  not  extended  their  lines,  and 
no  enemy  is  visible  on  our  right  except  cavalry.  Skirmishing  is 
continual  on  our  left,  but  we  still  hold  the  same  line.  By  sending 
our  trains  oil  the  roads  still  open  to  us,  we  have  been  enabled  to  keep 
up  a fair  supply  of  forage  and  subsistence. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga. 


Knoxville,  November  30,  1863. 

(Received  Chattanooga,  3d.) 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  about  11  j).  m.,  the  enemy  made  an 
attack  in  force  upon  our  picket  Ihie  to  the  right  of  the  Kingston 
road  and  forced  us  bacK  some  distance  in  front  of  Fort  Sanders, 
the  work  commanding  that  road. 

We  afterward  regained  a portion  of  the  distance.  Sharp  skirmish- 
ing continued  nearly  all  night.  About  half  past  6 yesterday  morn- 
ing they  moved  a column  of  assault  of  three  brigades  against  Fort 
Sanders.  In  spite  of  our  heavy  fire,  a portion  of  two  brigades  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  ditch,  but  were  unable  to  ascend  the  parapet. 
We  swept  the  ditch  with  an  enfilading  fire  with  much  slaughter. 
The  rest  of  the  attacking  column  retreated  in  confusion.  We  sent 
out  a detachment,  to  whom  the  rebels  in  the  ditch  surrendered. 
About  300  men  and  3 stand  of  colors  were  taken.  Their  killed  and 
wounded  amount  to  about  500.  Our  entire  loss  was  about  20. 

The  morning  being  very  cold  and  frosty,  and  the  enemy's 
wounded  in  our  ditch  and  in  front  of  the  fort  crying  for  help,  I sent 
out  a flag  of  truce,  offering  the  opportunity  of  caring  for  their 
wounded  and  burying  their  dead.  General  Longstreet  gratefully 
accepted  the  offer,  and  a cessation  of  hostilities  till  5 p.  m.  was 
agreed  upon.  Their  slightly  wounded  were  exchanged  for  our 
slightly  wounded  lost  in  previous  affairs,  and  their  dead  sent  to  their 
lines.  Ninety-eight  dead  passed  through  our  hands,  among  them 
Colonel  Ruff,  commanding  Wofford’s  brigade,  which  led  the  assault; 
Colonel  McElroy,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas. 

A simultaneous  assault  was  made  upon  the  right  of  our  line,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  by  a rebel  brigade.  They  carried  our 
first  line  of  rifle-pits,  but  were  soon  after  driven  from  them,  and  the 
whole  line  regained  and  held.  Our  loss  on  that  side  was  about  40  ; 
that  of  the  enemy  is  thought  to  be  greater. 

Our  supply  of  provisions  continues  the  same.  The  men  are  in  the 
best  of  spirits.  We  have  nothing  definite  of  your  movements,  and 
are  very  anxious. 
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I have  information  that  on  the  27th  the  enemy  received  re-en- 
forcements of  one  division,  perhaps  two — Bushrod  Johnson’s  and 
Cheatham’s.  Some  of  Buckner’s  troops  are  certainly  here,  as  some 
of  our  officers  saw  the  rebel  General  Grade  during  the  flag  yesterday. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  soon. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Grant. 


Knoxville, 

December  6,  1863 — 8 a.  m. 

General  Wilson  has  arrived  here,  and  has  informed  you  in  detail 
by  telegraph  of  our  present  position.  The  siege  was  raised  yester- 
day morning,  and  our  cavalry  is  pursuing  the  enemy  as  rapidly  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances. 

The  horses  are  in  bad  condition  and  the  men  very  much  fagged 
by  constant  work  in  the  trenches. 

The  infantry  are  not  in  a good  condition  for  pursuit  for  the  same 
reason,  and  the  artillery  can  scarcely  be  moved  for  want  of  animals. 
The  advance  of  Sherman’s  column  is  near  and  he  will  be  here  in 
person  in  a few  Jiours,  when  we  will  try  and  organize  a pursuing 
force  large  enough  to  either  overtake  the  enemy  and  beat  him  or  to 
drive  him  out  of  the  State.  The  main  body  of  his  force  is  moving 
toward  Morristown,  and  the  indications  are  that  he  will  try  to  reach 
the  terminus  of  their  railroad  line  at  Bristol.  • We  have  saved  all 
our  rolling  stock  on  the  railroad,  but  will  not  be  able  to  use  it  farther 
up  than  Strawberry  Plains,  as  the  bridge  at  that  place  has  been  de- 
stroyed. We  have  heard  nothing  from  Foster  or  Elliott,  but  hope 
to  this  morning.  Will  telegraph  you  more  fully  after  seeing  Sher- 
man. We  thank  you  for  the  prompt  aid  rendered  us.  But  for  the 
approach  of  Sherman  the  siege  would  not  have  been  raised. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Grant. 


Knoxville,  December  7,  1863. 

I have  just  written  the  following  letter  to  General  Sherman,* 
who  at  daylight  this  morning  reversed  all  his  troops  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Granger,  and  started  them  back  to  you.  Elliott  has  not  yet 
reported ; when  he  does  I shall  put  him  upon  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy.  Our  troops  are  in  motion  in  pursuit  of  Longstreet,  and 
I shall  join  them  to-day  unless  Foster  arrives.  He  was  at  Tazewell 
last  night.  I have  been  able  to  organize  a column  of  pursuit  of 
about  8,000  men.  Granger  is  crossing  Little  River  now,  and  will 
. probably  be  here  to-night.  The  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  is  at  Blain’s 
Cross-Roads.  I can  scarcely  express  to  you  my  obligations  for  the 
prompt  assistance  rendered  by  you  to  my  command. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Grant. 


* See  Sherman’s  order,  December  16,  p.  — . 
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Knoxville,  December  9,  1863. 

The  pursuing  column  has  continued  to  press  on  the  enemy’s  rear. 
Daily  skirmishing  between  our  cavalry  and  their  rear  guard.  Our 
cavalry  advance  is  now  between  Rutledge  and  Bean’s  Station.  The 
main  body  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  is  undoubtedly  going  up  the 
main  valley  road  toward  Virginia.  Indications  are  that  the  division 
of  Buckner’s  corps  that  joined  Longstreet,  and  part  of  Wheeler’s 
cavalry,  are  endeavoring  to  rejoin  Bragg  byway  of  North  Carolina, 
through  the  French  Broad  Gap.  I have  been  ill  for  two  days,  con- 
fined to  my  room,  and  General  Parke  is  at  the  front  conducting  the 
pursuit ; he  will  take  care  not  to  involve  himself  in  any  disaster. 
General  Foster  was  at  Tazewell  at  last  accounts,  but  my  advices  from 
him  are  meager ; he  will  probably  reach  here  within  a day  or  two. 
Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  forces  in  the  east  to  make  a serious  and 
desperate  attempt  to  break  the  Virginia  railroad  in  Longstreet’s 
rear  ? 


Major-General  Grant. 


A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General, 


New  York,  November  13,  1865. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio  during  the  time  I was  in 
command.* 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  in  this  section  until  about  the 
1st  of  November,  when  the  outposts  at  Kingsport  and  Blountsville 
were  driven  in  ; thus  the  road  from  Kingsport  to  Rogersville  was 
left  unguarded.  At  the  latter  place  there  was  a brigade  of  our  cav- 
alry under  Colonel  Garrard.  A heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  under 
the  rebel  General  Jones,  moved  down  this  unguarded  road,  surpris- 
ing Colonel  Garrard’s  force,  which  was  com]3letely  routed.  The 
colonel  with  his  shattered  command  fell  back  on  Morristown.  Not 
knowing  the  strength  of  the  enemy’s  force,  I directed  General 
Willcox  to  fall  back  to  Bull’s  Gap  and  hold  that  position.  From 
this  time  until  the  17th  of  the  month,  operations  were  confined  to 
cavalry  fighting,  skirmishing,  and  foraging.  In  the  meantime, 
General  Shackelford  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  Knoxville 
to  take  command  of  all  the  cavalry,  and  on  the  approach  of  Long- 
street  on  Knoxville,  Hoskins’  brigade  was  ordered  to  that  place. 
This  left  General  Willcox  with  his  new  division  and  with  some 
newly  recruited  North  Carolinians,  and  Foster’s  division  of  cavalry, 
comjoosed  of  Graham’s  and  Garrard’s  brigades.  This  command, 
though  composed  of  good  men,  was  in  bad  condition  for  want  of 
almost  every  necessary  supply.  Upon  the  approach  of  Longstreet, 
I directed  General  Willcox  to  make  his  arrangements  to  get  his 
command  to  Cumberland  Gap,  in  case  telegraphic  communica- 
tion with  my  headquarters  was  broken.  Gn  that  night  (the  16th) 
communication  was  cut  off.  I beg  to  refer  to  General  Willcox’s  re- 
port for  a correct  understanding  of  the  very  efficient  work  done  by  ’ 
him  after  that  period.  The  enemy  in  the  lower  valley,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Holston,  were  very  active  during  the  early  part  of  Oc- 
tober. 

For  part  omitted,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIII,  Part  I,  p.  11,  and  Vol.  XXX,  Part  II, 
p.  547. 
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On  the  19th  of  October,  I received  directions  to  report  my  opera- 
tions to  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Division  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  I accordingly  reported  to  him  a statement  of  the  situa- 
tion and  condition  of  my  forces.  On  the  19th,  I sent  a flag  of  truce, 
through  Colonel  Wolford’s  lines,  whose  headquarters  were  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  took 
advantage  of  this  flag  and  made  an  attack  upon  him,  capturing  some 
300  or  400  men  and  some  mountain  howitzers  which  he  had  with  his 
command. 

On  the  28th,  the  force  at  Loudon  was  crossed  to  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  and  the  pontoon  bridge  taken  up  and  transported  to  Knox- 
ville, at  which  point  it  was  thrown  across  the  Holston,  and  proved 
of  immense  service  to  us  during  the  siege.  The  indications  at  this 
time  were  that  Bragg  was  sending  a considerable  force  against  us. 

I re-enforced  Kingston  with  Colonel  Mott’s  brigade  of  infantry,  left 
General  White  with  his  command  at  Loudon,  and  posted  General 
Potter,  with  the  Ninth  Corps,  at  Lenoir’s.  All  the  available  cavalry 
force  was  thrown  on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston,  with  instructions 
to  guard  down  to  the  Little  Tennessee  River,  and  General  Potter  was 
instructed  to  build  a pontoon  bridge  over  the  Holston  just  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Little  Tennessee,  which  bridge  was  constructed  with 
great  expedition,  under  superinten  dence  of  Col.  0.  E.  Babcock.  The 
object  of  this  bridge  was  to  enable  our  force  on  either  side  of  the 
river  to  communicate.  Some  correspondence  passed  between  Gen- 
erals Grant,  Halleck,  and  myself  as  to  the  proper  points  to  be  held  in 
East  Tennessee,  which  resulted  in  Mr.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War,  and  Colonel  Wilson,  of  General  Grant’s  staff,  visiting  my 
headquarters,  by  order  of  General  Grant.  I gave  them,  my  reasons 
in  full  for  desiring  to  hold  Knoxville  in  preference  to  Kingston. 
They  concurred  with  me  in  that  view,  and  we  all  agreed  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  recommend  the  holding  of  both  places,  if  possible,  but 
certainly  Knoxville. 

At  this  time  it  was  known  definitely  that  Longstreet  was  moving 
against  us.  Those  gentlemen  left  my  headquarters  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th.  On  their  return  I accompanied  them  to  Lenoir’s,  and 
soon  after  parting  with  them  at  that  place,  we  were  engaged  with 
Longstreet’s  advance.  General  Parke  was  left  in  command  at  Knox- 
ville, with  a portion  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps.  General  Sanders, 
with  the  cavalry,  was  at  the  south  side  of  the  Holston.  The  enemy 
endeavored  to  seize  the  heights  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  com- 
manding the  town,  but  was  foiled  in  his  attempts  by  the  forces  under 
General  Parke.  Longstreet  was  building  a bridge  at  Huff’s  Ferry, 
just  below  Loudon,  and  had  thrown  a force  across  in  advance  of  the 
main  body.  I directed  Generals  Potter  and  White  to  move  in  direc- 
tion of  Huff ’s  Ferry  and  drive  in  the  advance,  Chapin’s  brigade,  of 
General  White’s  command,  leading.  Skirmishing  continued  during 
the  entire  day,  but  our  forces  constantly  advanced,  and  by  night  had 
driven  the  enemy  back  near  to  his  bridge-head.  Knowing  the  pur- 
poses of  General  Grant  as  I did,  I decided  that  he  could  be  better 
served  by  driving  Longstreet  farther  away  from  Bragg  than  by 
checking  him  at  the  river,  and  I accordingly  decided  to  withdraw 
my  forces  and  retreat  leisurely  toward  Knoxville,  and  soon  after  day- 
light on  the  15th  the  whole  command  was  on  the  road.  Skirmishing 
continued  during  the  day,  the  enemy  following  us  as  we  retreated. 
That  night  (the  15th)  we  encamped  at  Lenoir’s  without  serious  mo- 
lestation. About  10  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a dash  on  our  lines,  but 
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was  easily  repulsed.  All  of  our  trains  and  supplies  had  been  started 
to  Knoxville,  except  some  wagons  of  General  White’s  division,  which 
were  destroyed,  and  the  teams  taken  to  assist  in  moving  the  artillery, 
the  horses  of  which  were  very  much  broken  down. 

Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  the  command  was 
started  for  Knoxville.  General  Hartranft’s  division,  of  the  Ninth 
Corps,  with  Colonel  Biddle’s  cavalry,  was  sent  out  in  advance  to  seize 
the  forks  of  the  road  at  Campbell’s  Station,  as  I was  satisfied  the 
enemy  would  try  to  reach  that  point  before  us,  in  order  to  cut  us  off 
from  Knoxville.  They  succeeded  in  reaching  this  point  before  the 
enemy,  and  at  once  took  steps  to  hold  the  Kingston  road,  as  well  as 
the  roads  leading  to  Clinton  and  Concord.  I sent  Colonel  Loring,  of 
my  staff,  to  Campbell’s  Station  to  reconnoiter  the  ground  near  that 
place,  as  I was  satisfied  that  we  would  have  to  make  dispositions  there 
to  check  the  enemy  until  night,  so  as  to  enable  our  trains  to  get  into 
Knoxville.  Before  11  a.  m.  all  our  forces  had  passed  the  junction  of 
the  roads  held  by  Hartranft,  and  were  being  placed  in  position. 
Humphrey’s  brigade,  which  brought  up  the  rear,  was  at  one  time 
severely  pressed  on  the  lower  road,  but  he  turned  on  the  enemy  and 
drove  him  back.  General  White’s  division  had  been  placed  in  posi- 
tion on  some  rising  ground  on  the  south  side  of  the  main  road,  just 
east  of  Campbell’s  Station  and  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  from 
the  junction  of  the  roads.  General  Potter  then  proceeded  to  put  his 
troops  in  position.  General  Ferrero’s  division  was  placed  on  the 
right  of  the  road.  General  White’s  division  was  in  the  center,  and 
General  Hartranft  on  his  left.  The  batteries  were  in  rear  of  the  first 
line  of  troops. 

At  about  12  o’clock  the  enemy  commenced  the  attack,  and  at  one 
time  pressed  the  extreme  right  of  Ferrero’s  division  (Colonel  Christ’s 
brigade)  so  hard  as  to  cause  him  to  change  front.  He  was,  however, 
checked  and  driven  back.  He  then  passed  round  toward  our  left, 
making  demonstrations  on  different  parts  of  the  line,  all  of  which 
were  repulsed.  There  was  some  high  ground  on  our  left  which  en- 
tirely commanded  the  position  we  held,  and  I saw  that  the  enemy 
was  endeavoring  to  occupy  that  position,  and,  not  having  force  suffi- 
cient to  extend  my  line  to  meet  these  demonstrations,  I determined 
to  move  to  a ridge  some  three-quarters  of  a mile  in  rear,  where  I 
had  dispatched  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowen  to  reconnoiter  for  position. 
At  2 p.  m.  I gave  the  order  to  withdraw,  and  the  new  position  was 
occupied  under  a heavy  artillery  fire  without  the  slightest  confusion. 
The  movement  was  covered  by  Chapin’s  brigade  of  White’s  division. 
The  new  line  was  established  about  4 p.  m.  We  were  hardly  in  po- 
sition before  the  enemy  made  a fierce  attack  on  Hartranft’s  division 
on  the  extreme  left,  but  were  handsomely  repulsed. 

He  did  not  disturb  us  again  that  day.  After  nightfall  I issued 
orders  for  Generals  Potter  and  White  to  withdraw  to  Knoxville,  the 
trains  being  secure.  General  White’s  command  brought  up  the  rear, 
and  arrived  at  Knoxville  early  the  next  morning.  Great  credit  is 
due  to  the  officers  and  men  for  the  gallantry  and  coolness  shown  on 
this  occasion.  The  entire  command  consisted  of  but  little  over  5,000 
men,  while  the  enemy’s  force  was  at  least  double  that  amount. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and  missing  was  about  300,  and 
that  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  very  severe,  as  he  was  the  attack- 
ing force.  I arrived  at  Knoxville,  with  my  staff,  about  midnight, 
and  gave  directions  to  Capt.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer,  to  select  po- 
sitions for  posting  the  troops  as  they  arrived  with  a view  to  defend- 
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ing  the  place.  I directed  General  Shackelford  to  dismouDit  the  cav- 
alry command  under  General  Sanders  and  send  it  out  on  the  Kings- 
ton road  a mile  in  advance  of  our  proposed  line  of  defense,  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  our  men  were  able  to 
take  up  their  positions  on  the  line  and  fortify.  This  work  was  most 
nobly  accomplished.  The  troops  worked  all  day  and  night  of  the 
17th,  and  by  noon  of  the  18th  they  were  pretty  well  covered.  During 
all  this  time  the  gallant  Sanders,  with  his  dismounted  cavalry,  held 
the  enemy  in  check.  Just  as  I sent  out  orders  to  withdraw  \^ithin 
the  lines  I received  information  that  he  was  mortally  wounded.  He 
was  brought  into  the  city,  where  he  received  all  possible  attention, 
but  he  died  the  next  day.  The  service  lost  in  the  death  of  General 
Sanders  one  of  the  most  noble  spirits,  and  we,  his  comrades,  a be- 
loved and  faithful  friend. 

Captain  Poe  had  before  leaving  Kentucky  organized  an  engineer 
battalion  from  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  and  had  by  great  efforts 
succeeded  in  bringing  over  the  mountains  a quantity  of  intrenching 
and  other  engineer  tools.  These  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  possi- 
ble value  to  us  during  the  siege.  The  line  of  defense  established 
commenced  at  a point  on  the  river  and  ran  at  nearly  right  angles 
with  the  river  to  a fort  which  the  enemy  had  commenced  on  the  hill 
north  of  the  Kingston  road,  and  about  1,000  yards  in  front  and  to 
the  right  of  the  college ; from  this  point  it  ran  along  and  nearly 
parallel  to  the  river  across  First  Creek  over  Temperance  Hill 
to  Maybry's  Hill,  near  Bell’s  house,  thence  to  the  ETolston  River 
at  a point  a little  below  the  glass-works.  An  interior  line  was  also 
decided  upon,  which  ran  from  near  the  work  on  Temperance  Hill 
to  Flint  Hill.  The  line  on  the  south  side  was  not  continuous. 
We  occupied  four  prominent  hills,  which  commanded  the  city  as 
well  as  the  open  country  to  the  south  of  it.  General  Ferrero’s  divis- 
ion of  the  Ninth  Corps,  under  General  R.  B.  Potter,  occupied  the 
line  from  the  Holston  River  to  Second  Creek,  and  General  Hart- 
ranft’s  part  of  the  line  between  First  and  Second  Creeks.  Chapin’s 
brigade  extended  from  Second  Creek  over  Temperance  Hill  to  near 
Bell’s  house,  and  the  brigades  of  Colonels  Hoskins  and  Casement 
extended  from  this  point  to  the  river.  The  interior  line  was  occu- 
pied by  some  regiments  of  loyal  Tennesseeans  lately  recruited. 

The  positions  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were  occupied  by 
Shackelford’s  cavalry  and  Cameron’s  brigade,  of  Hascall’s  division  : 
Reilly’s  brigade  was  held  in  reserve,  and  used  frequently  during  the 
siege  to  re-enforce  the  lines  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

Our  force  at  this  time  in  Knoxville  was  about  12,000  effective  men, 
exclusive  of  the  new  recruits  of  loyal  Tennesseeans.  The  enemy  was 
estimated  at  20,000  to  23,000,  including  cavalry. 

I beg  to  refer  to  the  full  and  able  report  of  my  chief  engineer  for 
a complete  record  of  the  positions  of  the  different  batteries.  The 
line  was  rapidly  brought  into  a defensible  condition ; many  of  the 
citizens  and  persons  who  had  been  driven  in  by  the  enemy  volun- 
teered to  work  in  the  trenches  and  did  good  service,  while  those  who 
were  not  inclined,  from  disloyalty,  to  volunteer,  were  pressed  into 
the  service.  The  negroes  were  particularly  efficient  in  their  labors 
during  the  siege. 

The  beef  cattle,  hogs,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  commissary  depart- 
ment, and  many  that  belonged  to  the  citizens,  were  driven  into  the 
city  by  the  employes  of  Colonel  Goodrich,  chief  commissary,  where 
they  were  slaughtered  and  salted  down.  Orders  were  at  once  issued 
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reducing  the  rations,  and  within  three  or  four  days  the  issuing  of 
small  rations  to  the  command  was  entirely  discontinued.  The  sup- 
ply was  so  limited  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  reserve  them  all 
for  the  hospitals.  All  useless  animals  were  killed  and  thrown  into 
the  river  in  order  to  save  forage. 

Strenuous  efforts  were  constantly  used  hy  the  quartermasters  of 
the  different  commands  to  collect  forage  and  supplies  along  the 
French  Broad  River,  and  out  on  the  Sevierville  road,  both  of  which 
we  were  able  to  keep  open  to  our  foraging  parties  during  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  siege.  By  judicious  management  on  the  part  of  the 
quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments  we  were  Ivept  from 
absolute  want. 

We  were  greatly  indebted  to  the  loyal  citizens  for  a large  amount 
of  grain  and  meat,  sent  down  the  French  Broad  River  in  flats,  dur- 
ing the  dense  fogs  of  the  night,  which  prevailed  at  that  period. 

Captain  Doughty,  a most  excellent  officer,  maintained  a small  force 
up  that  river  during  the  whole  siege,  and  directed  the  efforts  of  the 
people  of  that  section  in  our  behalf. 

By  the  20th  of  November,  our  line  was  in  such  condition  as  to  in- 
spire the  entire  command  with  confidence  in  our  entire  ability  to  hold 
the  place  against  any  rebel  force  that  might  be  brought  against  it. 
But  our  men  still  continued  to  strengtlien  the  lines  by  every  possible 
means  within  their  reach.  First  and  Second  Creeks  were  dammed, 
the  backwater  from  them  making  most  formidable  wet  ditches  in 
front  of  a considerable  portion  of  the  line.  Abatis,  chevaux-de-frise, 
and  wire  entanglements  were  made  wherever  they  were  necessary. 

Lieut.  S.  N.  Benjamin,  who  commanded  Fort  Sanders,  situated  in 
the  northwest  angle  of  the  line,  was  particularly  conspicuous  for 
his  effoi*ts  to  strengthen  his  position.  I speak  of  this  instance  be- 
cause this  point  was  the  only  one  assaulted  by  any  formidable  force 
of  the  enemy.  This  fort  was  commenced  by  the  rebels  before  our 
troops  entered  East  Tennessee,  and  had  been  considerably  improved 
by  the  Engineer  Battalion,  under  Captain  Poe,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  siege.  It  was  named  Fort  Sanders  in  honor  of  the  brave 
officer  who  fell  on  the  second  day  of  the  siege. 

The  site  occupied  by  the  city  of  Knoxville,  which  we  were  to  de- 
fend, was  in  front  of  a plateau  of  about  one  half  a mile  in  width, 
running  parallel  to  and  close  to  the  Holston  River.  This  plateau 
was  intersected  by  three  creeks.  First,  Second,  and  Third,  giving  the 
position  the  apjDearance  of  separate  hills.  First  Creek  separated 
Knoxville  from  East  Knoxville  or  Temperance  Hill.  Second  Creek 
separated  the  town  from  College  Hill,  and  Third  Creek  ran  into  the 
river  beyond  our  lines.  To  the  north  and  west  of  the  town  the 
plateau  descended  gradually  to  a valley  or  basin  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  in  width,  beyond  which  was  a second  plateau  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  just  described  and  of  about  the  same  height.  On 
this  ridge  the  enemy’s  forces  were  stationed  with  their  batteries  on 
prominent  points. 

He  made  great  efforts  to  break  our  pontoon  bridge  by  floating  rafts 
down  the  Holston,  but  by  the  judicious  efforts  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Babcock  and  Captain  Poe,  who  constructed  a boom  across  the  river 
above  the  bridge,  we  were  enabled  to  maintain  it. 

Nothing  of  great  importance  occurred  until  the  23d  of  November. 
Constant  sharpshooting,  skirmishing,  and  artillery  firing  was  kept  up 
without  important  results. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d,  a portion  of  General  Hartranft’s  picket 
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line  was  driven  in,  but  was  re-established  the  next  day  with  a loss  of 
22  killed  and  wounded.  Houses  that  were  occupied,  or  likely  to  be, 
by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  were  destroyed,  and  some  gallant  sor- 
ties were  made  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  23d,  an  assault  was  made  on  the  enemy’s  parallel  by  the 
Second  Michigan,  which,  for  a time,  was  successful,  but  they  were 
finally  driven  back  with  loss  of  6 killed,  among  whom  was  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  44  wounded.  Accompanying  this  are  the  re- 
ports of  these  engagements. 

Longstreet’s  cavalry^  under  Wheeler,  attacked  Colonel  Mott’s  com- 
mand on  the  24th  of  November,  at  Kingston,  and  was  severely 
repulsed,  our  men  behaving  with  the  utmost  gallantry. 

About  this  time  (the  24th)  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  his 
forces  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  on  the  25th  he  made  a des- 
perate attempt  to  seize  the  heights  commanding  the  town,  but  was 
severely  repulsed  by  General  Shackelford’s  forces.  Colonel  Reilly’s 
brigade  was  sent  over  as  re-enforcements,  and  did  most  excellent 
service. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th,  I went  over  to  the  south  side,  accom- 
panied by  Captain  Poe,  and  made  a careful  examination  of  our  lines 
on  that  side  of  the  river. 

On  the  27th,  the  enemy  continued  active  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
indulging  in  considerable  artillery  firing,  but  our  meji  were  silent. 

On  the  28th,  he  opened  a battery  on  the  south  side,  which  partially 
commanded  College  Hill  and  Fort  Sanders.  About  10  o’clock  that 
night  he  drove  in  our  pickets  in  the  center  of  General  Ferrero’s  line, 
capturing  many  of  them  and  establishing  his  line  on  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  about  80  yards  in  front  of  the  fort. 

It  was  now  supposed  that  the  enemy  intended  to  make  an  attack 
at  that  point.  Orders  were  issued  for  the  whole  command  to  be  on 
the  alert,  and  a brigade  of  General  Hascall’s  division  was  sent  dur- 
ing the  night  to  re-enforce  General  Ferrero.  I have  before  stated 
that  the  fort  had  been  placed  in  most  excellent  condition  for  defense. 
Lieutenant  Benjamin,  who  had  bent  all  his  energies  to  this  work, 
was  on  the  alert  during  the  night,  and  roused  the  men  at  an  early 
hour.  They  were  placed  in  position,  and  strict  silence  enforced. 
At  about  6.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a furious  fire  upon  the  fort; 
our  batteries  remained  silent,  and  the  men  quietly  awaited  the 
attack.  ^ The  fort  was  so  protected  with  traverses  that  only  one  man 
was  injured  during  this  heavy  fire.  In  about  twenty  minutes  the 
cannonading  ceased  and  a fire  of  musketry  was  opened  by  the  enemy. 
At  the  same  time  a heavy  column  that  had  been  concentrated  under 
the  ridge,  near  the  fort,  during  the  night,  charged  on  the  bastions  at 
a run.  Great  numbers  of  them  fell  in  passing  over  the  entangle- 
ments, but  the  weight  of  the  column  was  such  as  to  force  the  advance 
forward,  and  in  two  or  three  minutes  they  had  reached  the  ditch  and 
attempted  to  scale  the  parapet. 

Our  guns  opened  upon  the  men  in  the  ditch  with  triple  rounds  of 
canister,  and  our  infantry  shot  or  knocked  back  all  those  whose  heads 
appeared  above  the  parapet.  The  forces  placed  on  the  flanks  of  the 
fort  by  General  Ferrero  had  a cross-fire  on  the  ground  over  which 
the  enemy  approached.  The  first  column  of  attack  was  re-enforced 
by  a second,  which  pushed  up  to  the  fort  as  desperately  as  the  first, 
but  were  driven  back  with  great  slaughter.  Most  of  those  who 
reached  the  ditch  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded.  Such  as  could 
not  retreat  surrendered ; in  all,  about  500.  The  ground  between  the 
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fort  and  the  crest  was  strewed  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  who 
were  crying  for  help,  and  after  the  repulse  was  fully  established  I 
tendered  to  the  enemy  a flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  burying  the 
dead  and  caring  for  the  wounded.  His  loss  was  certainly  over  1,000 
men,  while  ours  was  but  13. 

The  gallantry  of  this  defense  has  not  been  excelled  during  the  war, 
and  the  division  of  General  Ferrero  may  justly  feel  proud  of  this 
great  achievement,  particularly  Lieutenant  Benjamin  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  in  the  fort,  who  were  so  conspicuous  in  this  service. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  siege,  we  were  not  seriously  molested 
by  the  enemy,  and  I again  beg  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  report 
of  Captain  Poe,  for  a more  accurate  and  detailed  account  of  the  siege 
than  I have  been  able  to  give. 

I omitted  to  mention  that  General  M.  D.  Manson  was  in  command 
of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  at  this  time.  General  Hartsuff  having  ap- 
plied for  and  received  a leave  of  absence  just  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  siege. 

By  the  2d  of  December,  the  indications  were  that  the  siege  would 
soon  be  raised.  On  that  day  we  received  information  from  General 
Grant  of  the  approach  of  General  Sherman  with  troops  for  our  re- 
lief ; and  on  the  night  of  the  3d,  Captain  Audenried,  of  General  Sher- 
man’s staff,  reached  my  headquarters.  The  morning  of  the  5th,  the 
enemy  raised  the  siege,  and  retreated  in  the  direction  of  Strawberry 
Plains.  The  few  cavalry  we  could  mount  were  sent  in  pursuit ; but 
they  were  in  such  bad  condition  as  to  be  unable  to  make  any  great 
impression  on  the  enemy,  who  had  moved  off  in  remarkably  good 
order. 

The  same  day  (the  5th)  I received  from  General  Sherman  the 
following  letter : 


Maryville,  December  5,  1863. 

General  Burnside  : 

Dear  General  : I am  here,  and  can  bring  25,000  men  into  Knoxville  to-morrow, 
but  Longstreet  having  retreated,  I feel  disposed  to  stop,  for  a stern  chase  is  a long 
one.  But  I will  do  all  that  is  possible.  Without  you  specify  that  you  want  troops, 
I will  let  mine  rest  to-morrow,  and  ride  to  see  you.  Send  my  aide  (Captain  Auden- 
ried) out  with  your  letters  to-niglit.  We  are  all  hearty,  but  tired.  Accept  my  con- 
gratulations on  your  successful  defense  and  your  patient  endurance. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


On  the  6th,  General  Sherman  came  to  my  headquarters,  leaving 
the  advance  of  his  forces  at  Maryville.  After  consultation,  it  was 
decided  that  his  forces  would  be  of  more  service  moving  in  another 
direction,  and  he  accordingly  decided  to  return, ^ leaving  with  me 
General  Granger’s  corps.  We  thanked  him  and  his  command  heart- 
ily for  their  assistance,  and  bade  them  God  speed  on  their  new 
service. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  commands  of  Generals  Potter  and 
Manson  started  in  pursuit  of  Longstreet,  the  whole  under  command 
of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  who  had  during  the  siege  rendered  me 
most  efficient  service  as  chief  of  staff.  ^ ^ n r • 

Some  days  before  this,  I had  received  information  that  Maj.  Gen. 
John  G.  Foster  was  to  relieve  me  of  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Ohio.  This  order  was  the  result  of  a dispatch  sent  by  me  to 
the  President  in  October,  when  I was  quite  ill,  stating  that  1 might 
be  forced  to  ask  to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  department, 
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General  Foster  had  arrived  at  Cumberland  Gap,  some  days  before 
the  siege  was  raised,  and  had  been  directing  the  operations  of  the 
forces  in  that  neighborliood  in  the  meantime. 

On  the  10th,  he  arrived  at  my  headquarters  at  Knoxville,  and  on 
the  11th  assumed  command  of  the  department. 

On  the  12th  instant,  I left  Knoxville  for  Cincinnati  with  best  wishes 
for  the  success  and  happiness  of  G eneral  Foster  and  his  command, 
both  of  whom  had  been  so  faithful,  efficient,  and  brave  while  serv- 
ing under  me. 

I shall  ever  remember  with  gratitude  and  pleasure  the  co-o;pera- 
tion,  devotion,  courage,  and  patient  endurance  of  the  brave  officers 
and  men  of  the  Ninth  and  Twenty-third  Corps,  who  have  served 
with  me  so  faithfully  and  conspicuously  in  Kentucky  and  East  Ten- 
nessee. During  the  whole  siege  and  in  the  midst  of  the  most  ardu- 
ous labor  and  greatest  privations,  I never  heard  a word  of  discon- 
tent or  distrust  from  any  one  of  them.  Each  man  seemed  anxious 
to  do  his  whole  duty,  and  to  their  perseverance  and  courage  is  due 
the  ultimate  success  of  the  defense  of  Knoxville. 

The  loyal  people  of  East  Tennessee  will  always  be  gratefully 
remembered  by  me  for  their  hearty  co-operation,  efficient  aid,  and 
liberal  hospitality. 

To  the  members  of  my  personal  staff  who  served  with  me  in  Cin- 
cinnati and  East  Tennessee,  and  who  rendered  most  faithful  and 
meritorious  service,  I beg  to  tender  my  hearty  thanks. 

Those  who  accompanied  me  to  East  Tennessee  were  as  follows  : 
Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  chietf  of  staff  ; Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  Rich- 
mond, assistant  adjutant-general ; Surg.  W.  H.  Church,  medical  di- 
rector ; Lieut.  Col.  E.  R.  Goodrich,  chief  commissary ; Lieut,  Col. 
Charles  G.  Lor  ing,  jr.,  assistant  inspector-general;  Maj.  J.  L.  Van 
Buren,  aide-de-camp;  Maj.  William  Cutting,  aide-de-camp;  Maj. 
Edward  M.  Neill,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Capt.  William  H.  Har- 
ris, chief  of  ordnance ; Capt.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer ; Capt. 
George  R.  Fearing,  aide-de-camp ; Capt.  D.  A.  Pell,  aide-de-camp; 
Capt.  R.  H.  I,  Goddard,  aide-de-camp ; Capt.  S.  Sumner,  aide-de- 
camp  ; Capt.  John  A.  Morris,  assistant  quartermaster ; Capt.  D.  R. 
Lamed,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  W.  H.  French,  commissary 
of  subsistence. 

The  following  were  on  duty  at  headquarters  in  Cincinnati : Capt. 
William  P.  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Capt.  Robert 
Morrow,  assistant  adjutant-general;  General  N.  H.  McLean,  pro- 
vost-marshal-general ; Brig.  Gen.  Tillson,  chief  of  artillery ; Col.  J. 
H.  Simpson,  chief  engineer;  Maj.  H.  L.  Burnett,  judge-advocate  ; 
Capt.  J.  H.  Dickerson,  chief  quartermaster ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kilburn,  commissary  of  subsistence. 

Accompanying  this  please  find  the  full  and  detailed  reports  of  Gen- 
erals Potter,  Willcox,  and  Shackelford,  also  Capt.  W.  H.  Harris,  chief 
of  ordnance,  which  gives  a detailed  account  of  his  most  efficient 
management  of  his  department. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  sincere  obliga- 
tions to  the  corps,  division,  and  brigade  commanders  for  their  hearty 
co-operation  and  aid  during  the  entire  campaign. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Late  Major-General, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D,  C, 
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General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  33.  C In  the  Field,  November  30,  1863. 

The  brilliant  events  of  the  29th  instant,  so  successful  to  our  arms, 
seem  to  present  a fitting  occasion  for  the  commanding  general  to 
thank  this  army  for  their  conduct  through  the  severe  experience  of 
the  past  seventeen  days,  to  assure  them  of  the  important  bearing  it 
has  had  on  the  campaign  in  the  West,  and  to  give  them  the  news  of 
the  great  victory  gained  by  General  Grant,  toward  which  their  for- 
titude and  their  bravery  have  in  a high  degree  contributed. 

In  every  tight  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  and  recently  in 
those  near  Knoxville,  at  Loudon,  at  Campbell’s  Station,  and  finally 
around  the  defenses  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  while  on  the  march, 
and  in  cold  and  in  hunger,  they  have  everywhere  shown  a spirit 
which  has  given  to  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  a name  second  to  none. 

By  holding  in  check  a powerful  body  of  the  enemy,  they  have 
seriously  weakened  the  rebel  army  under  Bragg,  which  has  been 
completely  defeated  by  General  Grant,  and  at  the  latest  accounts  was 
in  full  retreat  for  Dalton,  closely  pursued  by  him,  with  the  loss  of 
6,000  prisoners,  52  pieces  of  artillery,  and  12  stand  of  colors. 

For  this  great  and  practical  result,  toward  which  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio  has  done  so  much,  the  commanding  general  congratulates  them, 
and  with  the  fullest  reliance  on  their  patience  and  courage  in  the 
dangers  they  may  yet  have  to  meet,  looks  forward  with  confidence, 
under  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  to  a successful  close  of  the 
campaign. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Burnside : 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant^  General. 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  34.  ) In  the  Field,  December  5,  1863. 

The  commanding  general  congratulates  the  troops  on  the  raising 
of  the  siege.  With  unsurpassed  fortitude  and  patient  watchfulness 
they  have  sustained  the  wearing  duties  of  the  defense,  and,  with 
unyielding  courage,  they  have  repulsed  the  most  desperate  assaults. 
The  Army  of  the  Ohio  has  nobly  guarded  the  loyal  region  it  re- 
deemed from  its  oppressors,  and  has  rendered  the  heroic  defense  of 
Knoxville  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  war.  Strengthened  by 
the  experiences  and  the  successes  of  the  past,  they  now,  with  the 
powerful  support  of  the  gallant  army  which  has  come  to  their  relief, 
and  with  undoubting  faith  in  the  divine  protection,  enter  with  the 
brightest  prospects  upon  the  closing  scenes  of  a most  brilliant  cam- 
paign. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Burnside : 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  11,  1863. 
General  : Before  leaving  Knoxville,  permit  me  to  express  to  you, 
and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  my  sincere 
thanks  and  gratitude  for  the  promptness  and  willingness  with  which 
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you  hastened  to  our  assistance  while  we  were  menaced  by  a power- 
ful force  of  the  enemy.  Although  you,  with  your  command,  had 
lately  undergone  the  great  hardship*  and  exposure  incident  upon  the 
glorious  victory  of  Chattanooga,  you  cheerfully  obeyed  the  order  of 
your  commanding  general,  and  by  a rapid  and  vigorous  advance 
upon  this  place  assisted  in  compelling  the  enemy  to  raise  the  siege 
and  retreat  to  Virginia.  Again  I thank  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger, 

Commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps, 


II.— Public  Resolution— No.  8.— A RESOLUTION  of  thanks  to  Maj.  Gen.  Am- 
brose E.  Burnside,  and  the  officers  and  men  who  fought  under  his  command. 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  they  hereby  are,  presented  to  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E. 
Burnside,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  fought 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and  soldier- 
like endurance. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of*  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolution  to  be 
communicated  to  Major-General  Burnside  in  such  terms  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  thereto.,/ 

Approved  January  28,  1864. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.'^ Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Ohio.* 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  14,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I arrived  here  on  the 
evening  of  the  11th,  and  received  the  command  from  General  Burn- 
side on  the  12th.  General  Parke  was  at  that  time  near  Rutledge 
with  about  10,000  infantry,  being  the  number  of  the  Ninth  and 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  capable  of  marching  and  fighting.  Gen- 
eral Granger  was  here  with  two  divisions  of  his  corps  (the  Fourth). 
General  Elliott,  with  2,500  cavalry,  was  at  Kingston.  The  cavalry 
of  this  department  were  in  front  of  Bean’s  Station,  harassing  the 
enemy  near.  I ordered  General  Elliott  here  to  join  my  cavalry,  so 
as  to  give  us  an  equality  of  numbers  of  that  arm  with  the  enemy 
and  enable  us  to  overcome  the  checks  which  they  constantly  gave 
us.  But,  owing  to  conflicting  orders  received  from  General  Thomas, 
General  Elliott  has  not  yet  reported  here.  I have  to-day  sent  new 
orders  to  General  Elliott. 

I find  the  commissariat  of  the  department  very  destitute,  there 
being  only  a few  days’  supplies  of  the  most  requisite  parts  of  the 

* See  also  Foster’s  con*espondence  with  Burnside,  Grant,  and  Halleck,  November 
30-December  13,  Part  III. 
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rations,  whicli  are  now,  and  have  been  for  a long  time,  issued  in 
half  and  quarter  rations.  Beef  and  pork  only  are  issued  in  full 
rations.  Nearly  all  the  breadstuff s have  been  drawn  from  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  all  the  forage  for  the  animals.  This  has 
necessarily  exhausted  the  country  to  a great  extent,  which  exhaus- 
tion has  been  increased  largely  by  the  depredations  of  Longstreet’s 
army. 

The-  problem  of  supplying  the  army  here  this  winter  is  very  diffi- 
cult, but  I think  it  can  be  solved  if  I am  allowed  to  draw  from  Gen- 
eral Grant’s  depots,  at  Chattanooga,  by  way  of  the  river.  To  effect 
this,  two  small  steamers,  the  Chattanooga  and  Paint  Rock,  are  now 
available.  The  hull  of  another  small  steamer  has  been  floated  down 
to  Chattanooga  from  Kingston  to  receive  machinery.  I have  ordered 
three  more  hulls  to  be  built  at  once,  and  the  machinery  for  them  to 
be  sent  from  Cincinnati.  I have  also  ordered  the  railroad  bridges 
at  Loudon  and  the  Hiwassee  to  be  rebuilt,  but  this  work  will  occupy 
six  weeks’  time. 

I have  ordered  the  roads  from  Camp  Nelson  to  Cumberland  Gap, 
and  from  the  former  to  Knoxville,  via  Somerset,  Month  of  Big 
South  Fork,  Chitwood’s,  Wheeler’s  Gap,  &:c.,  to  be  made  good  mili- 
tary roads,  and  this  work  is  now  commenced,  but  as  the  season  is 
late,  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  can  be  made  good  enough  for  the 
passage  of  wagons  after  the  winter  rains  set  in.  Anticipating  this, 
I haye  orr’ered  Captain  Dickerson  to  provide  pack-saddles  and  pan- 
niers, so  that  as  soon  as  the  roads  become  impassable  for  wagons  all 
the  draught  animals  may  be  employed  in  carrying  packs,  and  thus 
keep  up  something  like  supjdy  trains.  I have  also  ordered  the  road 
to  Carthage  to  be  repaired,  and  a depot  of  provisions  to  be  estab- 
lished at  that  place,  and  also  at  the  mouth  ot  the  Big  South  Fork  of 
the  Cumberland. 

The  people  of  this  country,  from  the  presence  of  hostile  armies  in 
their  midst  since  the  opening  of  tlie  war,  are  rendered  nearly  desti- 
tute. These  armies  have  rarely  paid  for  what  has  been  taken  by 
foraging  parties.  Over  $100,000  in  claims  are  now  here  for  settle- 
ment, and  more  than  this  is  outstanding.  To  remedy  this  evil  and 
relieve  the  people,  at  the  same  time  to  insure  the  bringing  in  of 
what  supplies  are  yet  in  the  country,  I have  ordered  the  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries  to  pay  money  for  their  purchases,  and  to 
make  the  necessary  requisitions  on  their  departments.  I have 
ordered  the  broken  telegraph  lines  to  be  restored,  and  a new  line 
direct  from  Somerset  to  this  place  to  be  put  up.  The  railroad 
bridges  at  Strawberry  Plains  and  Mossy  Creek  are  also  to  be  re- 
built. I trust  my  action  in  the  above  premises  will  meet  with  your 
approval. 

W ith  regard  to  the  military  situation  I cannot  speak  definitely.  I 
have  known  for  several  days  that  Longstreet  had  halted  near  Rogers- 
ville,  and  to-day  I am  notified  that  an  advance  is  made  to  drive  back 
our  pursuit.  Should  this  be  made  in  force  I have  directed  General 
Parke  to  fall  back  until  I can  join  him  with  General  Granger’s  di- 
visions. The  rains  of  the  past  three  days  have  made  the  roads  so 
nearly  impassable  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  a campaign 
toward  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State  in  the  present  destitute 
and  weakened  condition  of  the  men  and  animals.  I prefer,  therefore, 
to  wait  until  I can  get  them  in  effective  condition.  With  regard  to 
the  kinds  of  troops  here,  I find  that  the  mounted  force  is  in  this 
broken  and  extended  country  the  most  in  demand  for  all  operations 


CHiLP.  XLIII.]  the  KNOXVILLE,  TENNESSEE,  CAIMPAIGN.  283 

except  a general  engagement.  This  kind  of  arms  is  very  much  in- 
ferior in  numbers  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  must  be  increased.  I 
am  satisfied  that  mounted  infantry,  for  which  service  the  Western 
troops  are  specially  adapted,  can  be  used  to  more  advantage  in  this 
country  than  any  other  arm.  I have,  therefore,  ordered  all  the 
troops,  which  General  Burnside  had  enlisted  for  the  purpose,  to  be 
organized  and  mounted,  and  have  tendered  inducements  to  the  six- 
months’  volunteers  to  re-enlist  for  the  same  purpose.  All  these  are 
to  be  armed  with  the  carbine  or  rifle.  I also  require  one  first-rate 
cavalry  regiment,  armed  with  the  saber  and  revolver.  The  Third 
New  ifork  Cavalry  or  Eleventh  Pennsylvania,  if  ordered  to  Lex- 
ington, will  meet  this  want  perfectly. 

The  infantry  force  is  very  much  reduced  in  numbers  by  sickness 
arising  from  want  of  supplies,  both  in  kind  and  quantity,  of  camp 
equipage,  and  of  medicines.  The  vacant  buildings  of  this  town  are 
full  of  sick.  Of  the  Twenty-third  and  Ninth  Corps,  only  10,000  men 
are  able  to  march  and  fight.  I would,  therefore,  request  that  my  old 
division,  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  may  be  ordered  from  Virginia  (Old 
Point  Comfort)  to  Camp  Nelson,  whence  I can  order  it  where  most 
needed. 

Before  closing  I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  of 
transportation  to  this  point,  and  the  necessity  for  some  steps  being 
taken  to  secure  a sure  line  of  travel  which  will  be  permanent  and 
adequate  to  all  wants.  I mean  a railroad  connection  between  some 
railroad  terminus  in  Kentucky  and  this  place.  Its  importance,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  cannot  be  overestimated.  Its  whole  expense 
will  not  much  exceed  the  annual  outlay  necessary  to  supply  this 
army  by  wagon  trains.  I earnestly  request  that  you  will  ask  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  urge  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  building  of 
this  railroad  as  soon  as  possible,  as  a military  measure.  I believe 
the  road  can  be  built  during  this  winter  and  spring.  I regret  that  I 
am  confined  to  my  quarters  from  the  effects  of  riding  from  Lexing- 
ton to  this  place,  the  pain  in  my  wounded  leg  having  become  very 
much  increased.  I hope,  however,  to  be  out  again  in  a few  days. 
I have  decided  to  make  this  place  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  present,  and  to  have  an  assistant  adjutant-general  at 
Lexington,  a quartermaster  and  commissary  at  Cincinnati. 

I have  relieved  Brigadier-General  Boyle  by  Brigadier-General  Cox 
in  the  command  of  the  District  of  Kentucky ; also  relieved  Briga- 
dier-General Fry,  and  ordered  him  to  the  field.  I have  placed  Brig- 
adier-General Ammen  in  command  of  the  troops  to  guard  the  depots 
at  Point  Isabella  (mouth  of  Big  South  Fork)  and  Carthage,  and  to 
construct  the  two  roads  from  those  points  to  this  place.  Major- 
General  Parke  is  in  command  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  Brig.  Gen.  O. 
B.  Willcox,  temporarily,  of  the  Twenty- third  Corps.  I have  ordered 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis  to  take  command  of  all  the  cavalry  in  a 
body,  which  I propose  to  keep  together  as  the  cavalry  corps  of  the 
department.  General  Sturgis  is  now  at  the  head  of  this  force,  ren- 
dering good  service.  I shall  keep  you  fully  advised  by  telegraph  of 
all  current  operations,  and  report  more  fully  by  mail. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major ' General,  Commanding, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H allege, 

General-in-Chief, 
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Knoxville,  December  17,  1863. 

Longstreet  has  taken  the  offensive  against  General  Parke,  who 
has  fallen  back  to  Plain’s  Cross-Roads,  where  Granger  is  now  con- 
centrating his  corps.  I intend  to  fight  there  if  Longstreet  comes. 
It  is  reported  that  he  is  re-enforced  by  a portion  of  Ewell’s  corps. 
Elliott  arrived  yesterday,  and  I have  ordered  him  toward  Morris- 
town to  meet  Wheeler’s  cavalry  and  operate  on  Longstreet’s  flank. 

This  question  of  supplies  is  very  serious,  and  cramps  military 
operations,  having  to  concentrate  and  call  in  the  foraging  parties. 
It  is  with  great  difficulty  that  I can  get  quarter  rations  of  meal  or 
flour  from  day  to  day.  It  is  very  important,  therefore,  to  get  boats 
running  on  the  Tennessee  River  so  as  to  supply  us  this  winter  with 
bread,  small  stores,  and  ammunition. 

Beef  and  hogs  can  be  driven  to  us.  I have  sent  orders  to  Captain 
Dickerson  to  this  effect,  but  ask  that  you  will  also  give  such  orders 
as  will  put  the  thing  through. 

The  boat  has  just  arrived  at  Loudon  with  timely  supplies,  which 
have  been  brought  up  on  the  train. 

Please  order  medicines  and  hospital  stores  to  be  brought  up  on  the 
next  boat. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga. 


Knoxville,  December  19,  1863. 

(Received  Chattanooga,  21st.) 

I have  just  returned  from  the  front  to  find  your  telegrams  of  the 
15th,  16th,  and  18th. 

Longstreet  is  near  Rutledge  with  a force  equal  to  my  own,  but 
shows  no  disposition  to  attack  us  in  our  position.  Had  circumstances 
been  favorable,  I intended  to  attack  him,  acting  in  accordance  with 
what  I understood  to  be  the  wishes  of  General  Halleck,  but  I am  not 
sure  that  it  would  prove  a good  operation ; at  any  rate,  the  freshet 
in  the  river  from  the  recent  rains  has  delayed  operations  for  some 
days.  I would  like  to  confer  with  you  in  order  to  understand  more 
fully  what  operations  will  lead  to  the  best  results. 

Can  I do  this  by  telegraphing  from  Tazewell,  to  which  place  I can 
go  for  the  purpose,  or  will  it  be  better  to  come  to  Chattanooga  by 
boat  ? 


Major-General  Grant. 


J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 


Plain’s  Cross-Roads, 

December  19,  1863. 

I am  here  in  force.  The  high  water  from  rains  and  the  state  of 
the  roads  impeded  operations  very  much.  The  men  are  suffering 
for  want  of  shoes  and  clothing.  Ammunition  is  also  becoming 
scarce;  of  some  arms  entirely  expended.  Please  to  send  by  steanaer 
to  Loudon,  as  soon  as  possible,  5,000  pairs  of  shoes,  10,000  pairs 
socks,  5,000  shirts,  5,000  blouses,  10,000  overcoats,  10.000  shelter 
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tents,  1,000,000  rifle  cartridges  caliber  .58,  8,000  rounds  for  3-incli 
ordnance  field  pieces,  4,000  rounds  for  12-pounder  Napoleon  guns, 
l,50u  rounds  for  20-pounder  Parrotts,  2,000  rounds  for  lO-pounder 
Parrotts,  3,000  Spencer  rifle  cartridges,  0,000  Sharps  rifle  cartridges, 
5,000  Burnside  rifle  cartridges,  6,000  Colt  revolver  rifle  cartridges. 
We  need  all  the  above  as  soon  as  they  can  be  sent.  The  appearances 
are  that  the  enemy  intend  to  try  and  hold  a portion  of  East  Ten- 
nessee. If  this  proves  true,  we  have  sharp  work  before  us.  The 
men  and  animals  are  in  poor  condition,  which  must  be  improved 
before  I can  move  with  the  necessary  effect.  I desire  that  you  will 
send  up  the  camp  and  garrison  equipage  of  General  Granger’s  two 
divisions,  and  also  that  you  may  give  me  the  service  of  his  third 
division  for  a little  time. 

I sent  dispatch  from  Knoxville  asking  for  medicines  and  hospital 
stores. 

Skirmishing  goes  on  almost  constantly  with  little  effect.  Long- 
street  is  near  Rutledge. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Grant. 

December  20,  1863—4  p.  m. 

This  dispatch  has  just  been  received,  and  a copy  sent  to  General 
Grant.  I send  this  to  you  that  you  may  see  what  General  Foster 
requires.  Be  good  enough  to  return  this  as  soon  as  you  are  done 
with  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Strawberry  Plains, 
December  24,  1863 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Longstreet  is  moving  his  forces  across  the  Holston  in  the  direction 
of  Morristown,  where,  prisoners  state,  he  intends  to  make  a stand. 
I have  crossed  the  cavalry  under  General  Sturgis,  and  advanced 
him  to  feel  the  enemy.  He  engaged  them  this  morning  early,  near 
Mossy  Creek,  and  drove  in  the  force  at  that  point.  I am  pushing 
forward  the  railroad  bridge  at  this  place,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  done 
can  advance. 

We  want  ammunition,  and  cannot  fight  a general  engagement 
until  supplied.  We  have  more  reports  that  re-enforcements  have 
arrived  from  Virginia,  but  as  I have  no  proof  of  it,  I discredit  the 
report.  Longstreet’s  force  is  26,000  men — exactly  what  mine  is. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 


Confidential.]  Baltimore,  Md., 

February  24,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  : I send  herewith  a crude  report  of  operations  in  East 
Tennessee,  with  reasons  why  offensive  operations  cannot  be  com- 
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inencecl  before  the  1st  April  with  proper  chances  of  success.  I be- 
lieve General  Grant  is  satisfied  of  this  fact.  I had  a long  interview 
with  him  in  Nashville  as  I came  on.  I like  him  very  much.  He  is 
a hard-working  and  excellent  officer,  and  I think  he  will  certainly 
attain  a great  success  in  the  South  this  season  if  he  has  good  co-op- 
eration b^y  the  armies  of  the  Potomac  and  of  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia.  He  is  very  anxious  that  a column  of  50,000  or  60,000. 
should  be  put  in  motion  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  If  you 
would  like,  I will  sketch  the  outline  of  his  plan,  and  also  give  some 
details  from  my  knowledge  of  the  situation,  which  will  tend  to  make 
it  a success.  1 will  also  propose  a plan  of  operations  for  a smaller 
force,  if  you  desire. 

I was  much  pleased  with  the  Western  troops  and  with  the  country, 
but  the  constant  riding  on  horseback  gave  me  great  pain.  As  soon 
as  I am  able,  I shall  report  for  duty,  and  I am  so  much  encouraged 
that  I hope  it  may  be  in  four  weeks.* 

I shall  be  as  able  to  do  duty  as  before  the  last  accident,  and  am 
willing  to  undertake  anything.  I would,  however,  prefer  duty  at 
the  East,  which  I can  do  better,  as  I shall  have  less  riding  than  at 
the  West. 

With  kindest  regards,  ever  yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 


[Inclosure.] 


Baltimore,  Md., 
Fehruary  21,  1864. 

General  : I have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  your  direction,  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  while  I was  in  command,  and  of  the  general  condition  of  af- 
fairs in  East  Tennessee : 

I relieved  General  Burnside  at  Knoxville,  East  Tenn.,  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1863.  At  that  time  the  forces  of  the  enemy  under  Gen- 
eral Longstreet,  comprising  his  own  force  that  had  been  engaged  in 
the  siege  of  Knoxville,  Ransom’s  division  of  infantry,  and  Jones’ 
division  of  cavalry,  with  which  he  had  formed  a junction,  were  sup- 
posed to  be  in  full  retreat  toward  Virginia.  They  were  at  that  time 
near  Rogers ville.  General  Parke  with  the  Ninth  and  Twenty-third 
Corps  (10,000  infantry  and  the  cavalry,  4,000  men)  was  in  pursuit, 
having  his  advance  at  Bean’s  Station. 

General  Sherman  was  returning  toward  Chattanooga,  leaving  Gen- 
eral Granger  with  the  Fourth  Corps  near  Knoxville.  As  soon  as 
General  Longstreet  learned  this  latter  fact  and  that  the  force  pur- 
suing him  was  small,  he  turned  on  General  Parke’s  advance  and 
repulsed  it  at  Bean’s  Station.  Advancing  at  once  in  his  turn  he 
forced  General  Parke  to  fall  back,  first  to  Rutledge  and  afterward  to 
Plain’s  Cross-Roads.  This  being  a good  position  I determined  to 
make  it  the  standpoint,  and  accordingly  hurried  up  the  Fourth  Corps 
and  every  available  fighting  man.  General  Longstreet,  however, 
did  not  attack,  in  consequence,  iirobably,  of  the  very  inclement 
weather,  which  then  set  in  with  such  severity  as  to  paralyze  for  a 
time  the  efforts  of  both  armies.  Their  numbers  were  equal,  being 
26,000  effective  men  each. 

At  this  time  (the  23d  of  December,  1863,)  my  horse  fell  with  me  upon 


*Some  personal  matter  here  omitted. 
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a ledge  of  rocks  and  contused  my  wounded  leg,  already  very  much 
inflamed  by  constant  riding,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  confine  me  to 
my  quarters.  General  Parke  retained  the  active  command  of  the 
forces  in  the  field.  The  condition  of  the  army  was  bad.  The  troops 
were  suffering  for  want  of,  tents,  clothing,  food,  and  medicines.  One- 
half  the  men  were  unfit  for  a march  for  want  of  shoes  or  clothing. 
The  issue  of  bread  or  meal  rarely  came  up  to  one-quarter  of  the 
ration,  while  the  continual  feeding  upon  fresh  meat  caused  sickness 
among  the  soldiers,  which  we  had  no  medicine  to  check.  This  state 
of  things  arose  from  the  impossibility  of  getting  supplies  over  the 
impassable  roads  from  Kentucky,  and  the  necessity  for  living  on  the 
country.  The  forage  had  become  nearly  exhausted,  and  had  to  be 
sought  at  distances  varying  from  10  to  40  miles.  The  stock  of  am- 
munition was  also  too  limited.  The  enemy  undoubtedly  suffered 
privations  similar  to  our~own,  for  he  soon  retired  to  winter  quarters 
at  Morristown  and  Russellville. 

Being  anxious  to  follow  and  bring  on  a decisive  engagement  as  soon 
as  possible,  I hurried  the  cavalry  over  the  Holston  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
forded  by  that  arm,  and  pushed  it  forward  to  Mossy  Creek  and  beyond, 
and  also  to  Dandridge.  At  the  same  time  every  effort  was  made  to 
complete  the  bridge  at  Strawberry  Plains,  so  as  to  cross  infantry  and 
artillery,  as  well  as  railroad  cars.  Earnest  requisitions  were,  at  the 
same  time,  made  on  Chattanooga  for  supplies  of  clothing,  bread,  and 
ammunition,  to  be  sent  up  the  Tennessee  River  in  light-draught 
steamers. 

These  supplies  commenced  to  arrive  slowly,  about  the  28th  of  De- 
cember. General  Grant  visited  Knoxville  on  the  31st  December. 
Seeing  the  suffering  among  the  troops  he  decided  to  have  me 
await  the  arrival  or  supplies  and  the  completion  of  the  Straw- 
berry Plains  Bridge  before  advancing.  He  left  on  the  7th  January, 
.to  return  by  way  of  Cumberland  Gap.  The  cavalry,  under  Gen- 
eral Sturgis,  was  almost  constantly  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  cav- 
alry in  the  direction  of'  Dandridge  and  Mossy  Creek,  after  crossing 
the  Holston.  These  fights  culminated  in  a general  cavalry  engage- 
ment near  Mossy  Creek  on  the  29th,  in  which  the  enemy  were  driven 
from  the  field  toward  Morristown.  General  Elliott’s  division  of 
cavalry,  from  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  particularly  distin- 
guished itself  for  gallantry.'^ 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H allege , 

General-in-Chief,  V.  S.  Army. 


" Portion  here  omitted,  covering  operations  in  East  Tennessee,  January  1-Feb- 
ruary  9,  1864,  to  appear  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII. 
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'No.  6. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces^  commanded  by  Maj. 
Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  in  the  principal  en- 
gagements of  the  Knoxville  Campaign,  November  ^-December  23, 
1863. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 

ROGERSVILLE,  TENN.,  NOVEMBER  6. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

' Enlisted  men. 

1 

i Officers. 

i i 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

9.f\  Ohin  Gavalry 

1 

118 

474 

S3 

1 

121 

500 

33 

7th  Ohio  Cavalry 

2 

1 

1 

20 

2d  Tennessee  Infantry  (mounted) 

2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  M 

5 

Total  a 

5 

3 

21 

626 

655 

a The  wounded,  of  which  there  is  no  separate  report,  are  probably  included  among  the  captured. 


ROCKFORD,  TENN.,  NOVEMBER  14. 


1st  Kentucky  Cavalry 

1 

2 

s 

1 

36 

42 

45th  Ohio  Infantry  (mounted) 

o 

5 

7 

Total 

1 

2 

4 

1 

41 

49 

LENOIR’S  STATION  AND  HUFF’S  FERRY,  TENN.,  NOVEMBER  14. 


107th  Illinois 

1 

1 

2 

4 

43 

70 

1 

6th  Indiana  Cavalry 

4 

13th  Kentucky 

4 

1 

3 

36 

14 

1 

■Jllt.h  Ohio  

1 

54 

4oth  Pennsylvania 

Total 

1 

6 

8 

52 

1 

58 

120 

HOUSTON  RIVER,  OPPOSITE  KNOXVILLE,  NOVEMBER  15-10. 


11th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted) 

1 

3 

4 

27th  Kentucky  Infantry 

3 

3 

45th  Ohio  Infantry  (mounted) 

3 

1 

7 

4 

79 

94 

Total 

6 

2 

7 

4 

82 

101 

CAMPBELL’S  STATION,  TENN.,  NOVEMBER  16. 


35 


10 


15  ! 


NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Potter. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

6th  Indiana  Cavalry  (four  companies). . . . 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Ferrero. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Morrison. 


36th  Massachusetts. 

8th  Michigan 

79th  New  York 

45th  Pennsylvania.. 


Total  First  Brigade 
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Command 

1 Killed. 

1 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

® 

c 

he 

V. 

to 

he 

<1 

m 

CJ 

o 

£ 

o 

<D 

a 

73 

w 

1 

w 

•.-1 

o 

o 

s 

O 

d 

a< 

a 

a 

.00 

”3 

n 

5) 

o 

S 

O 

a 

a 

o 

% 

”3 

w 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Benjamin  C.  Christ. 

1 

10 

3 

1 

1 

17 

3 

6 

2 

5 

46th  New  Vork 

1 

5 

Total  Second  Brigade 

3 

10 

14 

27 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Humphrey. 



3 

7 

2 

1 

0 

1 

26 

49 

29 

o 

14 

4 

32 

73 

37 

3 

17th  Michigan 

1 

20th  Michigan 

1 

100th  Penn^lvania 

Total  Third  Brigade 

1 

12 

4 

107 

1 

20 

145 

Artillery. 

2d  New  York  Light,  Battery  L 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  D 

Total  artillery 

3 

3 

Total  First  Division 

¥ 

18 

7 

155 

1 

49 

232 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  John  F.  Hartranft. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Joshua  K.  Sigfried. 

2d  Maryland 

4 

4 

21st  Massachusetts 

48th  Pennsylvania 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Total  First  Brigade 

1 

1 

6 

8 

Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Schall. 

35th  Massachusetts 

3 

1 

4 

11th  New  Hampshire 

51st  Pennsylvania 

3 

3 

Total  Second  Brigade 

6 

1 

7 

Total  Second  Division 

1 

7 

7 

15 

ARTILLERY. 

2d  United  States,  Battery  E 

Total  Ninth  Army  Corps 

2 

19 

7 

162 

1 

58 

249 

TWENTY-THIRD  ARJIY  CORPS. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Marshal  W.  Chapin. 

107th  Illinois 

3 

9 

22 

4 

3 

14 

39 

5 

o 

13th  Kentucky 

5 

8 

2;3d  Michigan 

8 

1 

1 

111th  Ohio 

Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Henshaw’s  Battery 

2 

Total  Second  Brigade 

1 

10 

2 

38 

13  1 

63 

Total  Second  Division 

10 

2 

38  , 

13 

63 

• 
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Command. 


KiUed. 


Wounded. 


Captured 
or  naissing. 


RESERVE  ARTILLERY. 


Indiana  Light,  2^th  Battery . 
Ohio  Light,  19th  Battery. . . . 


Total  artillery 

Total  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  . 

FIRST  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

Second  Brigade. 
Lieut,  Col.  Emery  S.  Bond. 


112th  Illinois  Infantry  (mounted), 
vali’i 


8th  Michigan  Cavalry 
Total  Second  Brigade 

Total  Cavalry 

Grand  total 


10 


29 


202 


13 


318 


Officei'S  killed  or  mortally  woimded. — Lieut.  Marion  P.  Holmes,  Tliirty-sixtli 
Massachusetts ; Lieut.  Alonzo  P.  Stevens,  Seventeenth  Michigan ; Lieut.  Col.  W. 
Huntington  Smith,  Twentieth  Michigan. 

SIEGE  OF  KNOXVILLE,  TENN.,  NOVEMBER  17-DECEMBER  4. 


NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Potter. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

6th  Indiana  Cavalry  (four  companies). . . 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Ferrero. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Morrison. 


36th  Massachusetts. 

8th  Michigan 

79th  New  York 

45th  Pennsylvania. . 


Total  First  Brigade. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Benjamin  C.  Christ. 

29th  Massachusetts 

27th  Michigan 

46th  New  York 

50th  Pennsylvania 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Humphrey. 


2d  Michigan 

17th  Michigan 

20th  Michigan 

100th  Pennsylvania , 


Total  Third  Brigade . 


15 


17 


24 


94 


24 


46 


29 


G4 


166 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

£ 

o 

ri 

o 

a 

o 

w 

'c 

W 

o 

o 

sa 

o 

d 

(U 

a 

u 

.w 

■a 

o 

o 

se 

o 

d 

0 

1 

a 

H 

Artillery. 

Tsfi  Rhode  Island  Tdght,  Batterv  D 

2 

O 

2 

2 

Total  First  Division 

4 

33 

11 

137 

76 

2fil 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col,  John  F.  Hartranft. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Joshua  K.  Sigpried. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

o 

6 

12 

5 

26 

1 

5 

1 34 

! 15 

1 15 

Total  First  Brigade 

1 

5 

4 

23 

32 

04 

Second  Brigade. 

Lieut,  Col.  Edwin  Schall. 

35th  Massachusetts 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 ; 

i 

6 

4 

4 

11th  New  Hampshire 

51st  Pennsylvania 

. Total  Second  Brigade 

4 

2 

5 

3 ! 

14 

Total  Second  Division 

9 

6 

28 

35  ! 78 

UNATTACHED. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  E 

1 

1 

Total  Ninth  Army  Corps 

I 

4 

43 

17 

167 

112  1 343 

TWENTY-THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White, 

Staff 

2 

2 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Marshal  W.  Chapin. 
lOl  th  Illinois 

13th  Kentucky 

2.3d  Michigan 

8 

5 

2 

2 

10 

111th  Ohio 

Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Henshaw’s  Battery 

Total  Second  Brigade 

13 

4 

17 

Total  Second  Division 

13 

i 

6 

19 

third  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hascall. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  W.  Reilly, 

44th  Ohio 

1 

1 

4 

6 

KXith  Ohio 

J04th  ( )hio 

1 

10 

11 

7 

1st  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D 

7 

Total  Fii’st  Brigade 

2 ; 1 

14 

7 

24 
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Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

Aggregate. 

t 

<r> 

o 

e 

o 

d 

<D 

'G 

0) 

w 

t2 

<D 

O 

e 

o 

ri 

o 

a 

"3 

W 

t 

<D 

O 

s 

o 

d 

o 

a 

S 

m 

*3 

Second  Brigade, 

Col.  Daniel  Cameron. 

65th  Illinois 

3 

4 
2 

20 

52 

22 

23 

59 

2G 

24th  Kentucky 

3 

103d  Ohio 

2 

8th  Tennessee 

Indiana  Light  Artillery,  Wilder  Battery 

Total  Second  Brigade 

9 

3 

94 

2 

108 

Total  Third  Division 

11 

4 

108 

9 

132 

reserve  artillery. 

Capt.  Andrew  J.  Konkle. 

Indiana  Light,  24th  Battery  

Ohio  Light,  19th  Battery 

Total  Twenty-thii’d  Army  Corps 

11 

4 

121 

15 

151 

CAVALRY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Shackelford. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Sanders,  a 

Col.  Frank  W^olford. 

Staff 

1 

1 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Frank  Wolford. 

Lieut.  Col.  Silas  Adams. 

1st  Kentucky 







1 

2 

2 

2 

o 

6 

8 

o 

14 

11th  Kentucky 

12th  Kentucky 

1 

2 

5 

Law’s  Howitzer  Battery  b 

Total  Fu’st  Brigade 

1 

4 

2 

7 

10 

24 

Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Emery  S.  Bond. 

112th  Illinois  Infantry  (mounted) 

1 

17 

3 

4 

2 

I 

1 

36 

13 

10 

1 

1 

1 

11 

27 

23 

68 

45 

39 

8th  Michigan 

45th  Ohio  Infantrv  (mounted) 

Indiana  T.iglit  Artillery,  1.5th  Battery  

Total  Second  Brigade 

1 

24  1 

4 

59 

3 

G1 

152 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  D.  Pennebaker. 

11th  Kentuckv  Infantrv  Cmountedl 

2 

9 

2 

15 

27th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted) 

4 

1 

1 

Total  Third  Brigade 

4 

1 

11 

1 

17 

Total  First  Division 

2 

32  1 8 

77 

3 

72 

194 

second  division. 

2d  Ohio .... 

5 

5 

7th  Ohio 

2d  Tennessee  Infanti’y  (mounted) 

8th  Tennessee 

Total  cavalry 

2 

32 

8 

77 

3 

77 

199 

Grand  total ‘ 

G93 

G 

83 

29 

365 

3 1 204 

a Mortally  wounded  November  18. 


b Loss,  if  any,  not  of  record 
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OFFICERS  KILLED  OR  MORTALLY  WOUNDED. 

ILLINOIS. 


Capt.  Aza  A.  Lee,  112th  Inf ao try. 

KENTUCKY. 

Capt.  John  W.  Hill,  12th  Cavalry.  | Lieut.  Matthias  T.  S.  Lee,  24th  Infantry. 

MICHIGAN. 


Maj.  Cornelius  Byington,  2d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Charles  R.  Galpin,  2d  Infantry. 
Lieut  William  Noble,  2d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Frank  Zoellner,  2d  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Col.  Lorin  L.  Comstock,  17th  In- 
fantry. 

Lieut.  Josiah  Billingsley,  17th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Wendell  D.  Wiltsie,  20th  Infantry. 


OHIO. 


Lieut.  Charles  W.  Fearns,  45th  Infantry. 


UNITED  STATES  VOLUNTEERS. 


Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Sanders. 

WALICER’S  FORD,  TENN.,  DECEMBER  3. 


Command. 


14th  Illinois  Cavalry 

5th  Indiana  Cavalry 

65th  Indiana  Infantry  (mounted). 

116th  Indiana  Infantiy 

118th  Indiana  Infantry 


Total 


KiUed. 


o 

g 


Wounded. 


Captured 
or  missing. 


12 


12 


64 


BEAN’S  STATION,  TENN.,  DECEMBER  14-15. 


14th  Illinois  Cavalry 

112th  Illinois  Infantiy  (mounted) 

5th  Indiana  Cavalry 

6th  Indiana  Cavalry 

65th  Indiana  Infantry  (mounted). . 

1st  Kentucky  Cavalry 

11th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted) 
27th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted) 

8th  Michigan  Cavalry 

9th  Michigan  Cavalry 

2d  Ohio  Cavalry 

7th  Ohio  Cavalry  

45th  Ohio  Infantry  (mounted) 


2 

1 

1 


G 

1 


3 


1 1 


1 


16  1 


5 

8 

10 

7 

1 

9 

10 

11 

1 

6 

7 

10 

1 

12 

29 

4 

5 

9 

1 

10 

9 

4 

16 

1 

j 

1 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

3 

3 

50 

1 

47 

115 

Total 
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No.  7. 

Reports  of  Capt.  Orlando  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engmeers, 
Chief  Engineer,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

Navarre,  Stark  County,  Ohio, 

January  13,  18G4. 

General  :*  Meantime,  I had  dispatched  Asst.  J.  H.  Brooks  to 
Loudon,  with  instructions  concerning  defensive  works  at  that  point. 
He  had  been  directed  to  make  a survey  of  the  road  from  Knoxville 
to  Loudon,  which  road  I had  decided  to  adopt  as  the  base  of  sur- 
veys on  the  peninsula  included  between  the  Clinch  and  Holston 
Eivers,  and  extending  as  far  to  the  eastward  as  Strawberry  Plains. 
The  subsequent  active  military  operations  defeated  this  part  of  my 
plan,  though  the  data  on  hand  will  enable  us  to  make  a tolerably 
good  map  of  the  territory  alluded  to. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  I accompanied  the  general  commanding  to 
Loudon,  where  the  ground  was  thoroughly  reconnoitered,  and  on 
Tuesday,  October  27,  after  two  strong  reconnaissances  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Sweet  Water,  it  was  decided  to  evacuate  Lbudon,  not 
because  it  was  untenable  but  to  adopt  another  line  much  more  favor- 
able. This  was  the  line  of  the  Tennessee,  from  Kingston  to  Le- 
noir’s^ where  a pontoon  bridge  was  to  be  thrown  over  the  Holston, 
thence  by  the  right  bank  of  the  Little  Tennessee  Eiver,  sufficiently 
near  the  mountains  to  render  a movement  in  force  by  the  enemy 
around  that  flank  impracticable.  This  line  required  a much  smaller 
force  to  hold,  particularly  as  the  autumn  rains  were  coming  on,  when 
the  Little  Tennessee  would  not  be  fordable.  The  wisdom  of  this 
movement  became  apparent  to  those  who  had  misunderstood  it,  when 
Longstreet  made  his  advance  upon  Knoxville,  by  two  columns  in- 
fantry, by  way  of  the  Kingston  road,  and  a heavy  cavalry  force  by 
way  of  Maryville,  having  for  its  object  to  seize  the  heights  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Holston,  opposite  Knoxville.  We  all  have  a lively 
and  grateful  remembrance  of  the  beautiful  manner  in  which  this 
latter  movement  was  thwarted  by  that  very  force  which  had  been 
guarding  the  right  bank  of  the  Little  Tennessee.  By  direction  of 
the  general  commanding,  I took  up  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Loudon 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  October,  immediately  after  the  troops 
had  crossed  it,  and  transported  it  to  the  railroad  track  at  the  east 
end  of  Loudon  bridge,  where  the  boats,  some  forty  in  number,  the 
chess,  and  a part  of  the  anchorage  were  loaded  upon  cars  and  car- 
ried to  Knoxville.  This  occupied  the  limited  transportation  of  the 
railroad  for  two  days,  so  that  it  was  not  until  1 p.  m.  of  Sunday, 
November  1,  that  the  bridge  was  finally  in  a condition  to  permit 
Sanders’  division  of  cavalry,  with  its  baggage,  to  cross  over  it  from 
Knoxville  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  The  bridge  was  thrown 
across  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  First  Creek.  The  transportation 
and  reconstruction  of  this  bridge,  while  it  involved  no  great  skill, 
did  require  an  immense  amount  of  hard  labor,  but  the  usefulness  of 
the  bridge  has  been  so  great  that  a hundred  times  as  much  would 
have  been  well  spent. 

The  bridge  across  the  Holston  at  Lenoir’s  was  successfully  con- 
structed out  of  the  materials  at  hand  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock, 
assistant  inspector-general.  Ninth  Army  Corps.  It  was  destroyed  by 

^For  part  (here  omitted)  covering  operations  August  12-October  10,  in  East  Ten- 
nessee, see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  II,  p.  566. 
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ourselves  in  the  subsequent  operations.  About  this  time  I received 
orders  to  build  a pontoon  bridge,  which  could  be  transported  upon 
the  ordinary  army  wagons.  There  was  absolutely  nothing  prepared 
in  the  way  of  materials ; the  lumber  was  standing  in  the  woods,  and 
the  nails  were  lying  around  the  railroad  shops  in  the  shape  of  scraps 
of  old  iron.  Blacksmiths  were  at  once  set  to  work  transforming 
these  scraps  into  nails,  and  the  saw-mills  to  sawing  the  lumber.  Un- 
fortunately the  saw-mills  under  my  control  were  sadly  out  of  rex-)air, 
and  it  was  only  after  the  most  vexatious  delays  on  account  of  broken 
machinery  that  we  were  able  to  get  even  a small  portion  of  the  lum- 
ber together.  A part  of  the  Engineer  Battalion  was  at  work  upon 
this  bridge  when,  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  November  13,  notice 
was  received  that  the  enemy  had  constructed  a pontoon  bridge  at 
Huff’s  Ferry,  near  Loudon,  and  was  crossing  in  force. 

The  major-general  commanding,  with  a portion  of  his  staff,  left 
next  morning  for  the  scene  of  action.  I was  not  one  of  those  de- 
tailed to  accompany  him,  hence  am  not  able  to  report  upon  the  well- 
fought  battle  of  the  16th  November — Campbell’s  Station.  From 
Campbell’s  Station  I was  instructed  to  select,  around  Knoxville,  lines 
of  defense  and  have  everything  prepare'd  to  put  the  troops  into  posi- 
tion as  they  should  arrive. 

As  I had  been  over  the  ground  a great  many  times  and  had  ex- 
amined it  in  reference  to  this  contingency,  the  examination  directed 
was  made  very  rapidly.  I had  made  it  a point  to  familiarize  myself, 
as  far  as  possible,  with  the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the*  Ohio, 
and  was  consequently  able  to  designate,  in  writing,  the  positions  to 
be  occupied  by  the  several  subdivisions,  as  follows : Koemer’s  battery 
of  four  3-inch  rifle  guns,  at  the  University,  to  be  supported  by  one 
brigade  (Morrison’s)  of  the  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps ; Ben- 
jamin’s battery  of  four  20-pounder  Parrotts  and  Buckley’s  battery 
of  six  12-pounder  Napoleons  (light  twelves),  at  fort  on  hill  northwest 
of  the  University — these  batteries  being  supported  by  the  remaining 
two  brigades  (Humphrey’s  and  Christ’s)  of  the  First  "Division,  Ninth 
Army  Corps  ; the  ground  to  be  occupied  by  this  division  extending 
from  the  Holston  River,  near  the  mouth  of  Second  Creek,  around  to 
the  point  where  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Railroad  crosses 
Second  Creek ; this  line  was  nearly  at  right-angles  to  the  river  to 
the  position  of  Benjamin’s  battery,  and  thence  parallel  to  the  river. 
Gittings’  battery  of  four  10-pounder  Parrotts  to  occupy  the  small 
earth-works  on  Vine  street  near  the  depot.  The  Fifteenth  Indiana 
Battery  of  3-inch  rifle  guns  to  occupy  the  ridge  between  Gay 
street  and  First  Creek ; these  two  batteries  to  be  supported  by  the 
Second  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  extending  from  Second  Creek 
to  First  Creek,  and  parallel  to  the  railroad.  The  Twenty-fourth  In- 
diana Battery,  Captain  Sims,  of  six  James  rifle  guns  (3.8-inch  cali- 
ber), and  Henshaw’s  battery  of  two  James  rifle  guns  and  four  brass 
G-pounders,  to  occupy  the  fort  on  Temperance  Hill  and  the  ridge 
adjacent,  supported  by  Chapin’s  brigade,  of  White’s  division,  and 
Reilly’s  brigade,  of  Hascall’s  division,  of  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  extending  from  First  Creek  eastward  to  Bell’s  house.  Shields’ 
battery  of  six  12-pounder  Napoleons  and  one  section  of  Wilder’s  bat- 
tery of  3-inch  rifle  guns  on  Mabry’s  Hill,  supported  by  the  brigades  of 
Colonels  Hoskins  and  Casement,  the  line  of  these  brigades  extending 
from  Bell’s  house  to  the  Holston  River,  at  a point  a little  below  the 
glass-works.  Two  sections  of  Wilder’s  battery  of  S-inch  rifle  guns, 
and  Konkle’s  battery  of  four  3-inch  rifle  guns,  on  the  heights  south 
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of  the  river,  supported  by  Cameron’s  brigade,  of  Hascall’s  division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  One  section  of  12-pounder  howitzers  on 
Flint  Hill,  covering  the  bridge-head,  and  manned  by  soldiers  de- 
tailed principally  from  the  regiments  of  loyal  Tennesseeans. 

The  troops  began  to  arrive  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  No- 
vember 17,  and  were  placed  in  the  positions  respectively  assigned  to 
them,  except  Eeilly’s  brigade,  which  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  streets 
of  the  town  by  the  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

I may  remark  that  during  the  whole  siege  the  positions  were 
scarcely  changed,  either  of  the  artillery  or  infantry.  As  soon  as  any 
portion  of  the  force  arrived  and  was  placed  in  position  it  was  put  at 
work  to  intrench  itself,  making  use  of  the  tools  referred  to  in  the 
first  few  lines  of  this  report.  There  were  no  others  in  Knoxville 
except  a few  captured  picks  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster,  but 
he  could  not  furnish  either  spades  or  shovels  to  accompany  them. 

The  defenses  thrown  up  at  first  were  nothing  but  mere  rifle-pits, 
having  a profile  of  4 feet  wide  by  2i  feet  in  depth,  with  a parapet  of 
2 feet  in  height,  making  the  height  from  the  bottom  of  the  trench 
to  the  interior  crest  of  the  parapet  4^  feet.  Two  forts  were  in  a de- 
fensible condition,  viz,  that’ occupied  by  Benjamin’s  battery  and  the 
one  on  Temperance  Hill,  the  work  upon  them  having  been  done  by 
the  Engineer  Battalion.  The  troops  worked  all  day  and  night,  and 
by  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  were  tolerably  well  under 
cover  ; still  the  work  was  continued,  the  enemy  being  held  at  bay  on 
the  Kingston  road  by  the  cavalry  under  Sanders,  and  on  the  Clinton 
road  by  Colonel  Pennebaker’s  mounted  regiments.  The  hours  in 
which  to  work  that  the  gallant  conduct  of  our  cavalry  secured  us 
were  worth  to  us  a thousand  men  each.  It  is  sad  that  they  were 
bought  at  such  a price  as  the  life  of  that  most  gallant,  chivalric 
soldier  and  noble  gentleman.  General  Sanders.  I hope  I may  be 
pardoned  this  allusion  to  the  only  classmate  I had  at  the  siege  of 
Knoxville.  • General  Sanders  falling  in  front  of  the  work  occupied 
by  Benjamin’s  battery,  it  seemed  appropriate  that  the  fort  should  be 
named  after  him,  and,  upon  its  being  suggested  to  the  major-general 
commanding,  it  was  so  ordered. 

It  was  decided  to  dam  First  and  Second  Creeks ; the  dam  across 
the  former  was  made  at  the  Vine  street  bridge  and  proved  very 
successful,  making  an  obstacle  in  front  of  and  parallel  to  Temperance 
Hill  for  one-third  of  a mile,  which  could  only  be  crossed  by  buildin|g 
a bridge.  The  dam  across  Second  Creek  was  made  at  the  tunnel  by 
which  the  creek  passes  under  the  railroad.  The  character  of  the 
creek  was  not  so  favorable  as  in  the  first  instance,  still  a very  con- 
siderable obstacle  was  created. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  November  19  our  position  had  been  . 
much  strengthened,  and  we  began  to  feel  secure  and  confident;  every 
man  seemed  conscious  of  the  necessity  for  exertion  and  had  made  it, 
and  with  unflagging  zeal  the  troops  still  continued  the  tasks  imposed 
upon  them.  The  citizens  of  the  town  and  all  the  contrabands  within 
reach  were  pressed  into  service  and  relieved  the  almost  exhausted 
soldiers,  who  had  no  rest  for  more  than  a hundred  hours.  Many  of 
the  citizens  were  rebels  and  worked  with  a very  poor  grace,  which 
blistered  hands  did  not  tend  to  improve.  In  anticipation  of  a ne- 
cessity of  giving  up  Mabry’s  Hill,  an  interior  line  of  works  was 
begun,  running  from  Temperance  Hill  toward  the  river  at  Flint 
Hill.  This  line  consisted  of  strong  batteries  at  the  two  extremes, 
connected  by  a line  of  rifle-trenches  of  the  character  described  above. 
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The  enemy  placed  a battery  on  the  Tazewell  road,  and  from  it 
threw  the  first  shells  into  the  city.  Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  did 
not  develop  much  strength  east  of  the  Tazewell  road. 

Friday,  November  20. — The  enemy  erected  lines  of  rifle-pits  across 
the  Kingston  road,  along  the  line  which  General  Sanders  had  occu- 
pied, and  commenced  the  construction  of  batteries  on  the  ridge  north 
of  Fort  banders,  distant  about  1 mile.  We  worked  all  day  and  night 
strengthening  our  defenses.  The  work  on  Temperance  Hill  was 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  enlargement  of  the  face,  which  looked 
toward  Mabry’s  Hill.  A six-gun  battery  had  been  erected  lower 
down  on  the  eastern  face  of  the  hill,  and  is  now  in  a defensible  con- 
dition. On  this  day  the  lines  of  rifle-pits  were  m^de  continuous, 
except  the  gorge  between  Temperance  Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill.  Began 
work  on  a third  line  of  rifle-pits,  between  Temperance  Hill  and  the 
river,  and  commenced  the  construction  of  a battery  on  Flint  Hill  to 
enfilade  the  defile  between  our  right  and  the  river.  The  enemy  from 
this  time  could  not  make  an  attack  upon  either  of  our  flanks  with- 
out having  his  lines  enfiladed  by  our  fire  from  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  The  enemy  again  fired  a few  shots  at  our  center  from  their 
position  on  the  TazeweJ  road,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  The 
enemy  having  occupied  a brick  house,  500  yards  in  front  of  Fort 
Sanders,  annoyed  the  troops  of  the  fort  by  a fire  of  sharpshooters. 
The  Seventeenth  Eegiment  Michigan  Volunteers  made  a sortie, 
drove  them  from  the  house,  and  burned  it.  While  this  was  going 
on  the  enemy  opened  from  all  his  guns  on  his  right  without  damage 
to  us. 

Saturday,  November  21. — Works  were  being  steadily  made 
stronger.  Nothing  remarkable  occurred  during  this  day. 

Sunday,  November  22. — Eather  a quiet  day.  Eeceived  informa- 
tion that  the  enemy  was  constructing  a raft  at  Boyd’s  Ferry,  which 
they  intended  to  set  adrift  on  the  river  with  the  hope  that  it  would 
carry  away  our  pontoon  bridge  and  break  our  communication  with 
the  south  side  of  the  river.  At  5 p.  m.  commenced  the  construction 
of  a boom,  made  by  stretching  an  iron  cable  across  the  river  above 
the  bridge.  This  cable  was  about  1,000  feet  in  length.  I superin- 
tended in  person  the  construction  of  this  boom,  and  finished  it  at 
9 a.  m.  next  morning.  Meanwhile,  all  our  tools  were  kept  in  use  in 
the  trenches. 

Monday,  November  23. — During  the  day  everything  was  much  as 
usual,  with  parties  hard  at  work.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced on  our  skirmish  line,  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  Second  Divis- 
ion of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  our  skirmishers  fell  back,  setting 
fire  to  many  buildings,  which  would  have  served  as  cover  for  the 
enemy’s  sharpshooters.  Subsequent  events  proved  that  these  houses 
were  unnecessarily  burned. 

Tuesday,  November  24. — The  Second  Michigan  Volunteers  sallied, 
and  carried  the  most  advanced  rifle-pits  of  the  enemy,  but  not  being 
supported,  were  driven  back,  with  considerable  loss,  by  fresh  troops 
of  the  enemy,  which  were  brought  up  for  the  purpose  of  overwhelm- 
ing them.  The  picket  line,  from  which  our  men  had  been  driven 
the  night  before,  was  re-established.  Laid  out  a work  in  front  of 
Bell’s  house  on  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  the  work  on  it  progressed  well. 
In  the  evening  a second  line  of  works  was  begun  on  our  left,  i.  e., 
from  Fort  Sanders  via  the  College  to  the  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Sec- 
ond Creek.  The  enemy  crossed  some  force  and  established  himself 
on  the  hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  2 miles  below  the  pon- 
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toon  bridge.  Tbe  absence  of  any  signs  of  elation  among  tlie  troops 
of  tbe  enemy,  indicated  to  ns  that  General  Grant’s  operations  against 
Bragg  at  Chattanooga  had  been  attended  with  success. 

Wednesday^  November  25. — The  enemy  pressed  forward  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  hoping  to  be  more  successful  in  his  attempt 
to  occupy  the  heights  opposite  Knoxville  than  he  had  been  in  his  effort 
made  ten  days  before ; but  again  he  was  me  t and  driven  back  with  con- 
siderable loss.  The  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  distant  from 
Fort  Sanders  about  2,800  yards,  and  it  became  necessary  to  defilade 
the  fort  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  upon  it.  This  was  soon  done. 
More  reports  about  the  raft  came  in,  and  I thought  it  prudent  to  be- 
gin the  construction  of  a second  boom,  which  I decided  to  make  by 
attaching  long  timbers  together  with  chains,  end  to  end,  and  allow- 
ingit  to  float  on  the  water,  being  fastened  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

Tniursday,  November  26. — Was  quite  ill  this  day,  but  managed  to 
be  along  the  line.  In  the  evening  accompanied 'the  general  com- 
manding to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  where  I laid  out  some  rifle- 
pits  and  an  artillery  epaulement  for  two  guns,  looking  toward  the 
enemy’s  position  on  the  hill  and  distant  from  it  about  600  yards.  The 
enemy  did  not  appear  to  do  much  this  day.  We  finished  the  wooden 
boom,  1,500  feet  long.  All  our  intrenching  tools,  as  usual,  were 
kept  busy  adding  to  the  strength  of  our  works.  After  dark  tele- 
graph wires  were  stretched  from  stumps  to  stumps  in  front  of  our 
most  important  positions  in  order  to  form  an  obstacle  to  the  advance 
of  the  enemy.  Made  a cheval-de-frise  of  pikes  in  front  of  Colonel 
Hoskins’  position,  fastening  the  pikes  in  place  with  telegraph  wire. 

Friday y November  27. — The  enemy  still  appeared  to  threaten  us 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  I again  carefully  examined  the 
heights  opposite  Knoxville,  this  time  accompanied  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Babcock.  After  consultation,  it  was  decided  that  no  change 
should  be  made  in  the  line  I had  previously  selected,  and  that  we 
ought  to  begin  at  once  the  construction  of  works.  Commenced  a 
battery  for  two  guns  and  a line  of  rifle-pits  on  the  first  hill  west  of 
the  Maryville  railroad ; the  enemy  vigorously  at  work  on  the  ridge 
north  of  Fort  Sanders.  He  appeared  to  be  connecting  his  batteries 
by  lines  of  rifle-pits ; the  profile  seemed  too  light  for  a first  parallel. 
The  enemy  was  very  active  all  day,  and  sharp  firing  was  kept  up, 
principally  from  the  enemy,  our  troops  reserving  their  fire. 

Saturday y November  28. — Both  armies  hard  at  work.  The  enemy 
displaved  six  guns  at  their  position  on  south  side  of  river,  and 
opened  upon  Roemer’s  battery,  throwing  an  occasional  shot  at  Fort 
Sanders,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  Commenced  the  construc- 
tion of  a line  of  rifle-trenches  on  the  Sevierville  Hill  (south  side). 
Sharp  skirmishing  in  the  evening.  About  11  p.  m.  the  enem^?' 
attacked  our  picket  lines,  and,  after  a couple  of  hours  of  hot  fight- 
ing, occupied  them,  thus  turning  their  advanced  line  within  about 
120  yards  of  the  northwestern  salient  of  Fort  Sanders.  The  skir- 
mishing was  continued  all  night,  with  a slow  cannonade  from  all 
the  guns  upon  the  enemy’s  right,  judncipaliy  directed  u^jon  Fort 
Sanders.  It  now  became  evident  that  this  was  the  real  point  of 
attack. 

Sunday y November  20. — At  6 a.  m.,  under  cover  of  a fog,  the  enemy 
assaulted  Fort  Sanders,  moving  along  tlie  capital  of  the  northwest- 
ern bastion.  In  spite  of  the  gallantry  and  persistency  of  the  attack, 
it  was  handsomely  repulsed,  with  a loss  to  the  enemj?’  of  almost  the 
entire  brigade  which  led  the  assault.  Our  loss  was  4 killed  and  11 
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wounded.  I know  of  no  instance  in  history  where  a storming  party 
was  so  nearly  annihilated.  It  is  even  doubtful  whether  100  men  of 
this  brigade  returned  unhurt  to  their  lines.  The  captures  were  3 
battle-flags,  belonging,  respectively,  to  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi 
Volunteers,  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Volunteers,  and  the  Six- 
teenth Georgia  Volunteers ; between  200  and  300  prisoners,  and 
some  500  stand  of  arms.  These  are  not  given  as  strictly  accurate, 
but  I have  endeavored  to  keep  the  number  so  small  that  more  accu- 
rate reports  would  not  diminish  them.  The  garrison  of  Fort  San- 
ders was  made  up  of  Benjamin’s  battery,  part  of  Buckley’s,  part  of 
Seventy-ninth  New  York  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  a part  of  the 
Second  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  making  an  aggregate  of  about 
220  men. 

A short  description  of  Fort  Sanders  may  be  appropriate  here.  It 
is  a bastioned  earth- work,  built  upon  an  irregular  quadrilateral,  the 
sides  of  which  are,  respectively,  125  yards  southern  front,  95  yards 
western  front,  125  yards  northern  front,  and  85  yards  eastern  front. 
The  eastern  front  was  entirely  open,  and  is  to  be  closed  with  a stock- 
ade ; the  southern  front  was  about  half  done ; the  western  front  was 
finished,  except  cutting  the  embrasures,  and  the  northern  front  was 
nearly  finished.  Each  bastion  was  intended  to  have  a pan  coupe. 
The  bastion  attacked  was  the  only  one  that  was  completely  finished. 
A light  12-pounder  was  mounted  at  the  pan  coupe,  and  did  good 
service.  The  ditch  of  the  fort  was  12  feet  in  width,  and  in  many 
places  as  much  as  8 feet  in  depth.  The  irregularity  of  the  site  was 
such  that  the  bastion  angles  were  very  heavy,  the  relief  of  the  light- 
est one  being  12  feet.  The  relief  of  the  one  attacked  was  about  13 
feet,  and,  together  with  the  depth  of  the  ditch,  say  11  feet,  made  a 
height  of  20  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  interior  crest. 
This,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the  dampness  of  the  morning, 
and  the  steepness  of  the  slopes,  made  the  storming  of  the  fort  a very 
serious  matter,  and,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  neglect  of  the 
enemy  to  provide  themselves  with  scaling-ladders,  the  confusion  in 
their  ranks,  caused  by  passing  through  the  obstacles  of  stumps,  wire 
entanglements,  and  brush  in  front  of  the  fort,  the  cool  and  steady 
fire  to  which  they  were  exposed,  coming  from  the  very  best  troops 
in  our  service,  sufficiently  account  for  the  repulse  of  one  of  the  best 
divisions  in  the  rebel  army  from  that  point  of  attack.  A short  time 
after  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  a truce  was  offered  him  and  accepted, 
during  which  he  might  take  care  of  his  wounded  and  bury  his  dead. 
The  truce  extended  until  7 p.  m.  During  the  assault  on  Fort  San- 
ders, and  for  some  time  after  that  had  been  repulsed,  sharp  fighting 
took  place  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  but  we  were  everywhere 
successful. 

Monday,  November  30. — Very  quiet ; our  forces  at  work  as  usual ; 
the  line  of  rifle-trenches  from  the  Sevierville  road  to  the  central  hill 
was  staked  out.  The  work  on  that  part  of  the  line  from  Sevierville 
Hill  to  the  road  was  finished.  A two-gun  battery  was  located  just  east 
of  Second  Creek,  and  good  progress  was  made  upon  it.  The  design 
of  this  battery  was  to  enfilade  the  railroad  out  to  the  westward,  and 
to  flank  the  northern  front  of  Fort  Sanders,  throwing  fire  upon 
ground  which  that  fort  could  not  reach.  The  work  upon  the  large 
fort  on  our  right  in  front  of  Bell’s  house  was  so  far  advanced  as  to 
make  it  defensible.  During  the  day  the  enemy  apparently  did  little 
or  nothing,  as  though  he  were  stunned  by  the  severe  punishment  he 
had  received  the  day  before. 
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Tuesday,  December  1. — The  Engineer  Battalion  and  contrabands 
at  work.  A line  of  ride-trenches  was  located  across  the  gorge  be- 
tween Temperance  Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  a portion  of  it  com- 
pleted. The  troops  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were  hard  at  work' 
with  all  the  tools  we  had  to  spare  from  the  north  side.  During  the 
afternoon  large  trains  belonging  to  the  enemy  were  seen  to  move 
toward  the  eastward,  and  the  belief  began  to  grow  upon  us  that  the 
siege  would  be  raised. 

Wednesday,  December  2. — The  Engineer  Battalion  and  contra- 
bands were  particularly  engaged  in  the  rifle-trenches  between  Tem- 
perance Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill  and  an  epaulement  for  two  guns  in 
the  gorge.  These  were  all  finished  by  midnight.  Still  at  work  on 
large  fort  at  Bell’s  house  and  on  rifle-trenches  on  south  side  of  the 
river.  Everything  unusually  quiet  for  the  fifteenth  day  of  a siege. 

Thursday,  December  3.— Still  hard  at  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
river.  A disposition  apparent  among  the  troops  to  consider  their 
position  strong  enough  to  repel  any  assault  the  enemy  might  make, 
and  a consequent  indisposition  to  work.  Evidently  but  a small  force 
of  the  enemy  east  of  the  Tazewell  road.  The  enemy’s  trains  seen 
moving  to  the  eastward. 

Friday,  December  4.  — Still  working  a little,  but  the  news  of  ap- 
proaching re-enforcements  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy’s  trains 
lead  us  to  believe  that  he  will  soon  abandon  the  siege. 

Saturday,  December  5. — The  siege  of  Knoxville  terminated  by  the 
retreat  of  the  en^my  in  the  direction  of  Strawberry  Plains  (east- 
ward). Heavy  re-enforcements  for  us  reached  the  south  side  of  the 
river. 

The  enemy’s  infantry,  or  at  least  that  part  of  it  belonging  to 
Longstreet’s  own  corps,  left  in  a solid  body  very  deliberately,  no 
signs  of  haste  being  apparent.  The  rear  guard  of  his  column  passed 
the  Tazewell  road  about  7 a.  m. 

A feeling  of  intense  satisfaction  pervaded  the  whole  command, 
and  many  persons  assured  me  of  their  conversion  to  a belief  in  dirt- 
digging.” It  certainly  proved  efficient  here.  Examined  the  enemy’s 
late  position,  and  was  surprised  to  find  so  little  evidence  of  good 
engineering.  I saw  positions  for  only  eighteen  guns  on  the  north 
side  of 'the  river,  but  could  not  discover  that  more  than  twelve  of 
them  had  been  used.  Any  other  artillery  he  used  was  without  cover. 

The  topography  of  the  vicinity  of  Knoxville  may  be  briefly  de- 
scribed as  follows  : On  the  north  bank  of  the  river  a narrow  ridge  is 
formed,  extending  from  a point  about  miles  east  of  Knoxville  to 
Lenoir’s.  It  has  an  average  base  of  about  l-J  miles  m width.  At 
Knoxville  the  width  is  about  1 mile.  This  ridge  is  cut  through  at 
short  intervals  by  small  streams,  two  of  which.  First  and  Second 
Creeks,  run  through  the  town  of  Knoxville  at  a distance  from  each 
other  of  about  three-quarters  of  a mile.  The  main  part  of  the  town 
is  built  upon  that  portion  of  the  ridge  bounded  on  the  northwest  by 
the  valley  ; on  the  southwest  by  Second  Creek ; on  the  southeast  by 
the  Holston  River,  and  on  the  northeast  by  First  Creek.  It  has  the 
appearance  of  a table,  elevated  about  150  feet  above  the  river  and 
about  100  feet  above  the  valley.  Again,  Third  Creek  is  found  about 
seven-eighths  of  a mile  below  Second  Creek,  forming  a second  simi- 
lar table.  A depression  in  the  ridge  about  the  same  distance  east 
of  First  Creek  forms  still  another  table,  UDon  which  is  built  East 
Knoxville.  This  elevated  ground  is  called  Temperance  Hill.  From 
this  eastward  the  ridge  is  more  broken  until  it  disappears,  and  other 
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ridges  spring  np.  This  last  division  is  known  as  Mabry's  Hill,  and 
is  the  highest  ground  by  some  20  feet  to  be  found  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  within  cannon  range  of  Knoxville. 

Commencing  at  Third  Creek  and  going  eastward,  these  tables  may 
be  numbered  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  A succession  of  ridges,  all  parallel  to 
the  one  alluded  to  above,  are  found  at  short  distances  apart  as  one 
goes  back  from  the  river,  the  most  important  of  which  is  at  an  av- 
erage distance  of  1 mile  from  the  one  Knoxville  is  situated  upon,  and 
is  that  which  the  enemy  occupied.  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained 
by  a pocket  level,  its  elevation  is  exactly  that  of  table  Ko.  1 at  its 
highest  point.  In  selecting  lines  it  was  my  opinion  that  tables  Nos. 
1 , 2,  3,  and  4 should  be  occupied.  In  this  opinion  the  general  com- 
manding concurred,  except  regarding  No.  4.  It  was  a question 
whether  it  was  most  prudent,  with  our  small  force,  to  attempt  to  oc- 
cupy No.  4 or  to  limit  our  occupation  in  force  to  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3, 
simply  holding  No.  4 with  a strong  outpost.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
we  could  (as  we  did)  construct  lines  on  No.  4 and  also  on  No.  3,  those 
on  No.  4 to  be  thrown  so  far  to  the  front  that  they  could  not  be  made 
available  against  us  in  event  of  their  capture  by  the  enemy  and  to 
be  held  by  us  with  obstinacy,  only  leaving  them  when  absolutely 
compelled  to  do  so,  in  which  case  the  lines  on  No.  3 would  form  our 
defense,  and  the  enemy,  after  a stubborn  fight,  in  which  he  would 
have  suffered,  would  only  have  occuihed  a position,  from  which,  in 
the  former  case,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  dislodge  a mere 
outpost.  In  other  words,  after  crippling  him  all  we  could  in  his  suc- 
cessful assault  upon  No.  4,  we  would  still  have  just  as  good  a defense 
as  if  we  had  occupied  No.  3 in  the  first  place.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  extending  our  lines  to  include  No.  4,  we  made  them  weak  in  num- 
bers at  any  one  point,  and  we  were  consequently  exposed  to  greater 
danger  of  being  successfully  assaulted  along  our  whole  position. 
This  difficulty  was  partially  obviated  by  the  successful  construction 
of  a dam  across  First  Creek,  by  which  an  impassable  water  obstacle 
of  three-quarters  of  a mile  in  length  was  made  immediately  in  front 
of  and  parallel  to  the  crest  of  No.  3,  which  enabled  us  to  greatly 
weaken  our  numbers  (of  infantry)  on  that  part  of  the  line.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  yielded  to  my  opinion,  and  all  the  foregoing  posi- 
tions were  occupied  as  follows  : On  No.  1,  Forts  Sanders  and  Bying- 
ton  and  Batteries  Noble  and  Zoellner;  on  No.  2,  Fort  Comstock  and 
Batteries  Galpin,  Wiltsie,  and  Billingsley ; on  No.  3,  Fort  Hunting- 
ton  Smith  and  Batteries  Clifton  Lee,  Fearns,  and  Stearman  ; on 
No.  4,  Fort  Hill.  All  our  works  were  connected  by  a continuous 
line  of  rifle-trenches.  Between  the  ridge  occupied  by  ourselves  and 
that  occupied  by  the  enemy  the  valley  varied  in  width,  but  its  av- 
erage breadth  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  1 mile.  It  was  almost  en- 
tirely cleared  of  timber,  and  was  at  every  point  under  the  fire  of  our 
artillery.  A direct  advance  over  it  would  have  been  made  only 
with  serious  loss.  This  would  have  been  particularly  the  case  in 
front  of  No.  4,  where  the  valley  widened  to  miles  and  was  without 
timber  or  cover  of  any  kind  for  troops.  On  the  south  side  of  the 
river  the  ground  rises  into  a series  of  prominent  points,  the  highest 
of  which  is  about  350  feet,  and  is  directly  opposite  Knoxville,  the 
prolongation  of  Gay  street  passing  directly  over  it.  These  knobs 
formed  a range  quite  close  to  the  river  bank,  with  a wide  valley 
beyond  them.  It  was  all  important  to  us  that  at  least  three  of  these 
knobs  should  be  held.  We  actually  held  four  of  them,  commencing 
with  the  first  hill  east  of  the  Louisville  road  and  counting  down  the 
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river.  As  already  stated,  tlie  enemy  made  several  attempts  to  get 
possession  of  these  heights,  the  first  heing  made  on  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 15,  by  a heavy  force  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Wheeler, 
•which  was  repulsed  by  Sanders’  division  of  cavalry,  which  had  been 
guarding  the  right  bank  of  the  Little  Tennessee,  and  had  gradually 
fallen  back  before  Wheeler’s  heavier  force.  Sanders  was  assisted  by 
Cameron’s  brigade  of  infantry.  From  these  heights  an  artillery  fire 
can  be  delivered  in  front  of  each  flank  of  the  lines  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river.  Commencing  with  the  most  easterly  hill  (which  we 
called  Sevierville  Hill)  and  numbering  them  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  our  works 
were  as  follows : On  No.  1,  only  rifle-trenches  ; on  No.  2,  Fort  Stan- 
ley ; on  No.  3,  Fort  Dickerson ; on  No.  4,  Fort  Higley.  Nos.  1 and  2 
were  connected  by  rifle-trenches,  while  Nos.  3 and  4,  though  not  con- 
nected, each  was  well  provided  with  rifle-trenches  to  cover  the  in- 
fantry supports  of  the  batteries.  With  sufficient  time  this  disposi- 
tion could  be  very  much  improved  by  making  the  several  forts  of 
such  a character  (building  bomb-proofs  for  stores  and  cisterns  for 
water)  that  each  would  be  self-reliant. 

The  siege  of  Knoxville  passed  into  history.  If  mistakes  were  made 
in  the  defense,  they  were  covered  by  the  cloak  of  success.  That 
many  were  made  in  the  attack  was  apparent  to  us  all.  That  the 
rebels  made  a great  error  in  besieging  is  as  evident  as  it  now  is  that 
to  accept  siege  at  Knoxville  was  a great  stroke  of  military  policy. 
The  results  of  the  successful  defense  are ; the  defeat  of  Bragg’s  army 
and  consequent  permanent  establishment  of  our  forces  at  Chatta- 
nooga, with  tolerably  secure  lines  of  communication ; the  confirma- 
tion of  our  hold  upon  East  Tennessee;  the  discomfiture  of  and  loss  of 
prestige  by  the  choicest  troops  of  the  enemy’s  service. 

There  is  no  language  sufficiently  strong  which  I can  use  to  express 
admiration  of  the  conduct  of  our  troops.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
siege  to  the  end  every  man  did  his  whole  duty.  The  cheerful  looks 
and  confident  bearing  which  met  us  at  every  turn  made  it  seem  as 
though  we  were  sure  of  victory  from  the  first.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
any  man  within  our  lines  had  at  any  time  after  the  first  forty-eight 
hours  any  fear  of  the  result.  All  privations  were  borne,  all  hard- 
ships undergone  with  a spirit  which  indicated  as  plainly  as  if  written 
on  the  walls  that  success  would  attend  our  efforts.  And  is  there 
any  man  of  that  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  which  was  in  Knox- 
ville who  would  exchange  his  nineteen  days  of  service  there  for  any 
other  of  the  achievements  of  his  life  ? Was  there  a regiment  there 
which  will  not  put  Knoxville  as  proudly  on  its  banners  as  they  now 
bear  Koanoke  or  New  Berne,  Williamsburg  or  Fair  Oaks,  Chan- 
tilly or  South  Mountain,  Antietam  or  Vicksburg  ? 

'fhe  troops  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  of  the  Twenty-third, 
were  chivalric  rivals  where  duty  was  to  be  done.  Never  had  an  en- 
gineer officer  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  his  in- 
structions and  directions  were  carried  out.  And  here  I feel  it  my 
duty  to  refer  to  the  great  value  of  the  services  of  the  contrabands. 
Tractable  and  willing  (many  of  them  came  to  me  and  volunteered  to 
work),  they  did  an  amount  of  work  which  was  truly  astonishing. 
Day  and  night  they  worked  without  a murmur.  For  the  first  week 
they  labored  regularly  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and 
during  the  whole  siege,  out  of  nearly  200  that  we  had  at  work,  only 
1 asked  to  be  excused,  and  he  for  only  one  afternoon. 

The  question  of  sunplies  during  the  siege  was  second  to  none  in 
importance.  The  failure  of  the  enemy  to  close  the  Sevierville  road 
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and  French  Broad  River  enabled  ns  even  to  accumnlate  a quantity 
of  commissary  stores.  I was  told  that  it  was  oflicially  reported  at 
the  beginning  of  the  siege  that  we  had  on  hand  full  supplies  for  only 
one  day  and  a half.  Yet,  after  nineteen  days’  siege,  we  had  accu- 
mulated to  such  an  extent,  over  lines  just  referred  to,  that  we  had 
provisions  enough  to  last  ten  days.  The  cavalry  force  was  at  once 
sent  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy,  and  during  the  day  sent  in 
quite  a number  of  prisoners. 

On  Monday,  December  7,  all  the  available  infantry  force  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio  was  put  in  motion  toward  the  enemy,  and  fol- 
lowed hi  m slowly  until  the  9th,  when  our  forces  halted — the  cavalry 
at  Bean’s  Station  and  the  infantry  at  Rutledge.  The  enemy  had 
halted  at  or  near  the.  Red  Bridge,  between  Beans  Station  and  Rogers- 
ville.  hlo  attack  was  made  by  us,  as  the  enemy  was  still  in  vastly 
superior  force. 

On  the  11th,  Major-General  Burnside,  having  been  relieved  by 
Major-General  Foster,  left  for  the  North,  and  that  properly  fixes  the 
close  of  this  report. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  O.  E.  Babcock,  assistant  inspector-general  of  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  captain  of  Engineers,  I am  under  very  heavy 
obligations.  Always  ready  with  the  most  practicable  advice,  he 
cheerfully  gave  it,  and  it  never  passed  unheeded.  To  Maj.  S.  S. 
Lyon,  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  assistant  engineer,  I am  under 
obligations  for  valuable  reconnaissance.  It  is  a matter  of  regret 
that  the  age  and  failing  health  of  this  officer  impairs  to  a certain 
extent  his  usefulness  as  a topographer,  for  which  branch  of  science 
he  has  such  a wonderful  talent.  Capt.  C.  E.  McAlester,  Twenty- 
third  Michigan  Infantry,  acting  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps ; Capt.  G.  W.  Gowan,  Forty-eighth  Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteers,  assistant  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  ; Capt. 
O.  S.  McClure,  Fiftieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  command  of 
the  Engineer  Battalion,  rendered  important  assistance. 

The  Engineer  Battalion  proved  almost  invaluable.  Its  members 
were  always  ready  to  work,  day  or  night,  and  did  it  with  an  intelli- 
gence which  directed  the  labor  toward  a result.  My  thanks  are  due, 
and  are  freely  given,  to  its  officers  and  men. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ORLANDO  M.  POE, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Engs.,  Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Engineer’s  Office, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  11,  1864. 

Sir  Meanwhile,  I had  dispatched  Asst.  J.  H.  Brooks  to  Loudon, 
with  instructions  concerning  defensive  works  at  that  point.  He  had 
been  directed  to  make  a survey  of  the  road  from  Knoxville  to  Lou- 
don, which  I had  decided  to  adopt  as  the  base  of  surveys  on  the 
peninsula  included  between  the  Clinch  and  Holston  Rivers,  and 
extending  as  far  to  the  eastward  as  Strawberry  Plains.  The  subse- 

*For  part  (here  omitted)  covering  operations  in  East  Tennessee  from  August 
12  to  October  10,  1863,  see  Series  I,  ^1.  XXX,  Part  II,  p.  568. 
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quent  active  military  operations  defeated  this  part  of  my  plans, 
though  the  data  on  hand  will  enable  me  to  make  a tolerably  good 
map  of  the  terlitory  alluded  to. 

On  the  23d  October,  I accompanied  the  general  commanding  to 
Loudon,  where  the  ground  was  thoroughly  reconnoitered,  and  on 
Tuesday,  October  27,  after  two  strong  reconnaissances  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Sweet  Water,  it  was  decided  to  evacuate  Loudon,  not  be- 
cause it  was  untenable,  but  in  order  to  adopt  another  line  much 
more  favorable. 

This  was  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  from  Kingston  to  Lenoir’s,  where 
a pontoon  bridge  was  to  be  thrown  over  the  Holston,  thence,  by  the 
right  bank  of  the  Little  Tennessee  River,  to  a point  sufficiently  near 
the  mountains  to  render  a movement  by  the  enemy  around  that  flank 
impracticable.  This  line  required  a much  smaller  force  to  hold, 
particularly  as  the  autumn  rains  were  coming  on,  when  the  Little 
Tennessee  would  not  be  fordable. 

The  wisdom  of  this  movement  became  apparent  to  those  who  had 
misunderstood  it,  when  Longstreet  made  his  advance  upon  Knox- 
ville in  two  columns  (infantry)  by  the  way  of  the  Kingston  road, 
and  a heavy  cavalry  force  via  Maryville,  having  for  its  object  to 
seize  the  heights  on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston  opposite  Knoxville. 
We  all  have  a lively  and  grateful  remembrance  of  the  beautiful 
manner  in  which  this  latter  movement  was  thwarted,  by  that  very 
force  which  had  been  guarding  the  right  bank  of  the  Little  Ten- 
nessee. 

By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  I took  up  the  pontoon 
bridge  at  Loudon,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  October,  immediately 
after  the  troops  had  crossed  it,  and  transported  it  to  the  railroad 
track  at  the  east  end  of  the  Loudon  bridge,  whence  the  boats,  forty 
in  number,  the  chess,  and  a part  of  the  anchorage,  after  being 
loaded  upon  the  cars,  were  carried  to  Knoxville.  This  occupied  the 
limited  transportation  of  the  railroad  for  two  days,  so  that  it  was 
not  until  1 o’clock  p.  m.  of  Sunday,  November  1,  that  the  bridge 
was  finally  in  a condition  to  permit  Sanders’  division  of  cavalry, 
with  its  baggage,  to  cross  on  it  from  Knoxville  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  river.  The  bridge  was  thrown  across  the  river  at  the  mouth  of 
First  Creek. 

The  transportation  and  reconstruction  of  this  bridge,  while  it  in- 
volved no  great  skill,  did  require  an  immense  amount  of  hard  labor  ; 
but  the  usefulness  of  the  bridge  has  been  so  great  that  a hundred 
times  as  much  would  have  been  well  spent. 

The  bridge  across  the  Holston,  at  Lenoir’s,  was  successfully  con- 
structed out  of  the  material  at  hand,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bab- 
cock, assistant  inspector-general,  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  It 
was  destroyed  by  ourselves  in  the  subsequent  operations. 

About  this  time  I received  orders  to  build  a pontoon  bridge  which 
could  be  transported  upon  the  ordinary  army  wagons.  There  was 
absolutely  nothing  prepared  in  the  way  of  material.  The  lumber 
was  standing  in  the  woods,  and  the  nails  were  lying  around  the 
railroad  shops  in  the  shape  of  scraps  of  old  iron.  Blacksmiths  were 
at  once  set  at  work  transforming  the  scraps  into  nails  ; and  the  saw- 
mills to  sawing  the  lumber.  Unfortunately,  the  saw-mills  under 
my  control  were  sadly  out  of  repair,  and  it  was  only  after  the  most 
vexatious  delays,  on  account  of  broken  machinery,  that  we  were 
able  to  get  even  a small  portion  of  tlie  lumber  together. 

A part  of  the  Engineer  Battalion  was  at  work  upon  the  bridge 
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wheii,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  hTovember,  18G3,  information  was 
received  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  that  the 
enemy,  under  command  of  Longstreet,  had  succeeded  in  hniiding  a 
pontoon  bridge  over  the  Holston  River  at  Huff’s  Ferry,  near  Lou- 
don, and  was  crossing  in  force.  The  major-general  commanding  at 
once  started  for  that  point,  taking  with  him  a portion  of  his  staff.  I 
was  directed  to  remain  at  Knoxville,  in  anticipation  of  instructions 
for  the  defense  of  that  place. 

From  Campbell’s  Station,  on  the  16th  of  November,  I was  directed 
to  select  lines  of  defense  around  Knoxville,  and  to  have  everything 
prepared  to  put  the  troops  in  positions  as  fast  as  they  should  arrive. 
As  I had  been  over  the  ground  a great  many  times,  and  had  ex- 
amined it  with  reference  to  this  contingency,  the  examination  di- 
rected was  made  very  rapidly.  I had  made  it  a point  to  familiarize 
myself,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  and  was  consequently  able  to  designate,  in  writing,  the  positions 
to  be  occupied  by  the  several  subdivisions,  as  follows  : 

Roemer’s  battery  of  four  3-inch  rifle  guns,  at  the  University,  to  be 
supported  by  one  brigade  (Morrison’s)  of  the  First  Division  of  the 
Kinth  Army  Corps. 

Benjamin’s  battery  of  four  20-pounder  Parrotts,  and  Buckley’s 
battery  of  six  12-pounder  Kapoleons  (light  twelves),  at  the  fort,  after- 
ward called  Fort  Sanders,  on  the  hill  northwest  of  the  University — 
these  batteries  being  supported  by  the  remaining  two  brigades 
(Humphrey’s  and  Christ’s)  of  the  First  Division,  Kinth  Army  Corps, 
the  ground  to  be  occupied  by  this  division  extending  from  the  Hols- 
ton river,  near  the  mouth  of  Second  Creek,  around  to  the  point  where 
the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Railroad  crosses  Second  Creek. 
This  line  was  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  river,  to  the  position  of 
Benjamin’s  battery,  and  thence  parallel  to  the  river. 

Gittings’  battery  of  four  10-pounder  Parrotts  to  occupy  the  small 
earth-work  on  Vine  street,  near  the  depot. 

The  Fifteenth  Indiana  Battery  of  three  3-inch  rifle  guns  to  occupy 
the  ridge  between  Gay  street  and  First  Creek. 

These  two  batteries  to  be  supported  by  the  Second  Division  of  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  extending  from  Second  Creek  to  First  Creek 
and  parallel  to  the  railroad. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Battery  (Captain  Sims)  of  six  James 
rifle  guns  (3.8-inch  caliber),  and  Henshaw’s  battery  of  two  James 
rifle  guns  and  four  brass  6-pounders,  to  occupy  the  fort  on  Temper- 
ance Hill  and  the  ridge  adjacent,  supported  by  Chapin’s  brigade 
of  White’s  Division,  and  Reilly’s  brigade  of  Hascall’s  division  of 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  extending  from  First  Creek  eastward  to 
Bell’s  house. 

Shields’  battery  of  six  12-pounder  Napoleons,  and  one  section  of 
Wilder’s  battery  of  3-inch  rifle  guns,  on  Mabry’s  Hill,  supported  by 
the  brigades  of  Colonels  Hoskins  and  Casement,  the  line  of  these 
brigades  extending  from  Bell’s  house  to  the  Holston  River,  at  a point 
a little  below  the  glass-works. 

Two  sections  of  Wilder’s  battery  of  3-inch  rifle  guns  on  the  heights 
south  of  the  river,  supported  by  Cameron’s  brigade  of  Hascall’s  di- 
vision, Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 

One  section  of  12-pounder  howitzers,  on  Flint  Hill,  covering  the 
bridge,  held  and  manned  by  soldiers  detailed  principally  from  the 
regiments  of  loyal  Tennesseeans. 
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Tlie  troops  began  to  arrive  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
November  17,  and  were  placed  in  the  positions  respectively  assigned 
to  them,  except  Reilly’s  brigade,  which  was  held  in  reserve  in  the 
streets  of  the  town,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding. 
I may  remark  that,  during  the  whole  siege,  the  positions,  either  of 
the  artillery  or  the  infantry,  were  scarcely  changed. 

As  soon  as  any  portion  of  the  force  arrived  and  was  placed  in 
position  it  was  x>iit  at  work  to  intrench  itself,  making  use  of  tools 
brought  from  Kentucky  by  the  Engineer  Battalion.  There  were  no 
others  in  Knoxville,  excei^t  a few  captured  picks  in  the  hands  of 
the  quartermaster,  but  he  could  not  furnish  either  spades  or  shovels 
to  accompany  them. 

The  defenses  thrown  up  at  first  were  nothing  but  mere  rifle- 
trenches,  having  a profile  4 feet  wide  by  feet  in  depth,  with  a 
parapet  of  2 feet  in  height,  making  the  height  from  the  bottom  of 
the  trench  to  the  interior  crest  of  the  parapet  of  4^  feet. 

Two  forts  were  in  a defensible  condition,  viz,  that  occupied  by 
Benjamin’s  battery  and  the  one  on  Temperance  Hill,  the  work  upon 
them  having  been  done  by  the  Engineer  Battalion, 

The  troops  worked  all  day  and  night,  and  by  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  18th  were  tolerably  well  under  cover.  Still  the 
work  was  continued,  the  enemy  being  held  at  bay  on  the  Kingston 
road  by  the  cavalry  under  Sanders,  and  on  the  Clinton  road  by  Col- 
onel Pennebaker’s  mounted  regiments.  The  hours  in  which  to 
work  that  the  gallant  conduct  of  our  cavalry  secured  us  were  worth 
to  us  1,000  men  each.  It  is  sad  that  they  were  bought  at  such  a 
price  as  the  life  of  that  most  gallant,  chivalric  soldier  and  noble 
gentleman,  General  Sanders.  (I  hope  I may  be  pardoned  this  allu- 
sion to  the  only  classmate  I had  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville.) 

General  Sanders  falling  in  front  of  the  work  occupied  by  Ben- 
jamin’s battery,  it  seemed  appropriate  that  the  fort  ^should  be  named 
after  him,  and  upon  its  being  suggested  to  tile  major-general 
commanding  it  was  so  ordered. 

It  was  decided  to  dam  First  and  Second  Creeks.  The  dam  across 
the  former  was  made  at  the  Vine  street  bridge,  and  proved  very 
successful,  making  an  obstacle  in  front  of  and  parallel  to  Temper- 
ance Hill  for  two-thirds  of  a mile,  which  could  only  be  crossed  by 
building  a bridge. 

The  dam  across  Second  Creek  was  made  at  the  culvert  by  which 
the  creek  passed  under  the  railroad.  The  character  of  the  creek  was 
not  so  favorable  as  in  the  first  instance,  still  a vei'y  considerable 
obstacle  was  created. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  November  19,  our  position  had 
been  much  strengthened,  and  we  began  to  feel  secure  and  confident. 
Every  man  seemed  conscious  of  the  necessity  for  exertion  and  had 
made  it,  and  with  unflagging  zeal  the  troops  still  continued  the  tasks 
imposed  upon  them.  The  citizens  of  the  town,  and  all  the  contra- 
bands within  reach,  were  pressed  into  service,  and  relieved  the 
almost  exhausted  soldiers,  who  had  seen  no  rest  for  more  than  one 
liundred  hours.  Many  of  the  citizens  were  rebels  and  worked  with 
a very  poor  grace,  which  blistered  hands  did  not  tend  to  improve. 

In  anticipation  of  a necessity  for  giving  up  Mabry’s  Hill,  an  in- 
terior line  of  works  was  begun,  running  from  Temperance  Hill 
toward  the  river  at  Flint  Hill.  This  line  consisted  of  strong  bat- 
teries at  the  extremities,  connected  by  a line  of  rifle-trenches,  of  the 
character  described  above. 
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The  enemy  placed  a battery  on  the  Tazewell  road,  and  from  it 
threw  the  first  shells  into  the  city.  Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  did 
not  develop  much  strength  east  of  the  Tazewell  road. 

Friday^  November  20. — The  enemy  erected  lines  of  rifle-trenches 
across  the  Kingston  road,  along  the  line  which  General  Sanders  had 
occupied,  and  commenced  the  construction  of  batteries  on  the  ridge 
north  of  Fort  Sanders,  distant  about  1 mile.  We  worked  all  day 
and  night  strengthening  our  defenses.  The  work  on  Temperance 
Hill  was  greatly  strengthened  by  the  enlargement  of  the  face  which 
looked  toward  Mabry’s  Hill.  A six-gun  battery  had  been  erected 
lower  down  on  the  eastern  face  of  this  hill,  and  was  now  in  a defensi- 
ble condition.  On  this  day  the  lines  of  rifle-trenches  were  made 
continuous,  except  the  gorge  between  Temperance  Hill  and  Mabry’s 
Hill,  and  the  construction  of  a battery  on  Flint  Hill  commenced,  to 
sweep  the  defile  between  our  right  and  the  river.  The  enemy,  from 
this  time,  could  not  make  an  attack  upon  either  of  our  flanks  with- 
out having  his  lines  enfiladed  by  our  fire  from  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  The  enemy  again  fired  a few  shots  at  our  center  from  their 
position  on  the  Tazewell  road,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  The 
enemy  having . occupied  a brick  house  500  yards  in  front  of  Fort 
Sanders,  annoyed  the  troops  in  the  fort  by  a fire  of  sharpshooters. 
The  Seventeenth  Kegiment  Michigan  Volunteers  made  a sortie, 
drove  them  from  the  house,  and  burned  it.  While  this  was  going 
on  the  enemy  opened  from  all  his  guns  on  his  right  without  damage 
to  us. 

Saturday, November  21. — Works  were  being  steadily  made  stronger. 
Nothing  remarkable  occurred  during  this  day. 

Sunday,  November  22. — Rather  a quiet  day.  Received  inform^a- 
tion  that  the  enemy  was  constructing  a raft  at  Boyd’s  Ferry,  which 
they  intended  to  set  adrift  on  the  river  with  the  hope  that  it  would 
carry  away  our  pontoon  bridge,  and  break  our  communication  with 
the  south  side  or  the  river.  At  5 p.  m.  we  commenced  the  construc- 
tion of  a boom,  made  by  stretching  an  iron  cable  across  the  river 
above  the  bridge.  This  cable  was  about  1,000  feet  in  length.  1 
superintended  in  person  the  construction  of  this  boom,  and  finished 
it  at  9 a.  m.  next  morning.  Meanwhile,  all  our  tools  were  kept  in 
use  in  the  trenches. 

Monday,  November  23. — During  the  day  everything  was  much  as 
usual,  both  parties  hard  at  work.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  advanced 
on  our  skirmish  line  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  Second  Division  of 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  our  skirmishers  fell  back,  setting  fire  to 
many  buildings  which  would  have  served  as  cover  for  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters.  Subsequent  events  proved  that  these  houses  were 
unnecessarily  burned. 

Tuesday,  November  24. — The  Second  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry 
sallied  and  carried  the  most  advanced  rifle-trenches  of  the  enemy, 
but,  not  being  supported,  were  driven  back,  with  considerable  loss, 
by  fresh  troops  of  the  enemy,  which  were  brought  up  for  the  pur- 
of  overwhelming  them.  The  picket  line  from  which  our  men 
been  driven  the  night  before  was  re-established.  I laid  out  a 
fort  in  front  of  Bell’s  house  on  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  the  work  on  it 
progressed  well.  In  the  evening  a second  line  of  works  was  begun 
on  the  left,  from  Fort  Sanders  via  the  College  to  the  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  Second  Creek.  The  enemy  crossed  some  force,  and  estab- 
lished himself  on  the  hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  2 miles 
below  the  pontoon  bridge.  The  absence  of  any  signs  of  elation  among 
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the  troops  of  the  enemy,  indicated  to  ns  that  General  Grant’s  opera- 
tions against  Bragg  at  Chattanooga  had  been  attended  with  success. 

Wednesday,  November  25. — The  enemy  pressed  forward  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  hoping  to  be  more  successful  in  his  attempt 
to  occupy  the  heights  opposite  Knoxville  than  he  had  been  in  his 
effort  made  ten  days  before  ; but  again  he  was  met  and  driven  back 
with  considerable  loss.  The  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  distant 
from  Fort  Sanders  about  2,300  yards,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
defilade  the  fort  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  upon  it.  This  was  soon 
done.  More  reports  about  the  raft  came  in,  and  I thought  it  prudent 
to  begin  the  construction  of  a second  boom,  which  I decided  to  make 
by  attaching  long  timbers  together  with  chains,  end  to  end,  allowing 
it  to  float  on  the  top  of  the  water,  being  fastened  on  each  side  of  the 
river. 

Thursday,  November  26. — Was  quite  ill  this  day,  but  managed  to 
be  along  the  line.  In  the  evening  I accompanied  the  general  com- 
manding to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  where  I laid  out  some  rifle- 
trenches  and  an  artillery  epaulement  for  two  guns,  looking  toward 
the  enemy’s  position  on  the  hill  and  distant  from  it  about  600  yards. 
The  enemy  did  not  appear  to  do  much  this  day.  We  finished  the 
wooden  boom,  1,500  feet  long.  All  our  intrenching  tools,  as  usual, 
were  kept  busy,  adding  to  the  strength  of  our  works.  After  dark, 
telegraph  wires  were  stretched  from  stump  to  stump  in  front  of  our 
most  important  positions,  in  order  to  form  an  obstacle  to  the  advance 
of  the  enemy.  Made  cJieval-de-frise  of  pikes  in  front  of  Colonel 
Hoskins’  position,  fastening  the  pikes  in  place  with  telegraph  wire. 

Friday,  November  27. — The  enemy  still  appeared  to  threaten  us  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river.  I again  examined  carefully  the  heights 
opposite  Knoxville,  this  time  accompanied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Babcock.  After  consultation,  it  was  decided  that  no  change  should 
be  made  in  the  line  I had  previously  selected,  and  that  we  ought  to 
begin  at  once  the  construction  of  works.  Whereupon  we  commenced 
a battery  for  two  guns,  and  a line  of  rifle-trenches  on  the  hill  west 
of  the  Maryville  railroad.  The  enemy  were  vigorously  at  work  on 
the  ridge  north  of  Fort  Sanders.  He  appeared  to  be  connecting  his 
batteries  by  lines  of  rifle-trenches ; the  profile  seemed  too  light  for 
a first  parallel.  The  enemy  was  very  active  all  day,  and  sharp  firing 
was  kept  up,  principally  from  the  enemy,  our  troops  reserving  their 
fire. 

Saturday,  November  28. — Both  armies  hard  at  work.  The  enemy 
displayed  six  guns  at  their  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
and  opened  upon  Roemer’s  battery,  throwing  an  occasional  shot  at 
Fort  Sanders,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  Commenced  the  con- 
struction of  a line  of  rifle-trenches  on  the  Sevierville  Hill  (south 
side).  Sharp  skirmishing  in  the  evening.  About  11  p.  m.  the  enemy 
attacked  our  picket  lines,  and,  after  a couple  of  hours  of  hot  fight- 
ing, occupied  them,  thus  throwing  their  advanced  line  within  about 
120  yards  of  the  northwestern  salient  of  Fort  Sanders.  Skirmishing 
was  continued  all  night,  with  a slow  cannonade  from  all  the  guns 
upon  the  enemy’s  right,  principally  directed  upon  Fort  Sanders.  It 
now  became  evident  that  this  was  the  real  point  of  attack. 

Sunday,  November  29. — At  6 a.  m.,  under  cover  of  a fog,  the  enemy 
assaulted  Fort  Sanders,  moving  along  the  capital  of  the  northwestern 
bastion.  In  spite  of  the  gallantry  and  persistency  of  the  attack,  it 
was  handsomely  repulsed,  with  a loss  to  the  enemy  of  almost  the 
entire  brigade  which  led  the  assault.  Our  loss  was  4 killed  and  11 
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wounded.  I know  of  no  instance  in  history  where  a storming  party 
was  so  nearly  annihilated.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  100  men  of 
this  brigade  returned  unhurt  to  their  lines.  The  captures  were : 
Three  battle-flags,  belonging,  respectively,  to  the  Thirteenth  Missis- 
sippi Volunteers,  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Volunteers,  and  the 
Sixteenth  Georgia  Volunteers,  between  200  and  300  prisoners,  and 
some  500  stand  of  arms.  These  are  not  given  as  strictly  accurate, 
but  I have  endeavored  to  keep  the  numbers  so  small  that  more  accu- 
rate reports  will  not  diminish  them. 

The  garrison  of  Fort  Sanders  was  made  up  of  Benjamin’s  battery, 
part  of  Buckley’s,  part  of  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  iDart  of  the  Second  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 
making  an  aggregate  of  about  220  men. 

A short  description  of  Fort  Sanders  may  be  appropriate  here.  It 
is  a bastioned  earth-work,  built  upon  an  irregular  quadrilateral,  the 
sides  of  which  are,  respectively,  125  yards  southern  front,  95  yards 
western  front,  125  yards  northern  front,  and  85  yards  eastern  front. 
The  eastern  front  was  entirely  open,  and  is  to  be  closed  with  a stock- 
ade ; the  southern  front  was  about  half  done  ; the  western  front  was 
finished,  except  cutting  the  embrasures,  and  the  northern  front  was 
nearly  finished.  Each  bastion  was  intended  to  have  a pan  coupe. 
The  bastion  attacked  was  the  only  one  that  was  completely  finished. 
A light  12-pounder  was  mounted  at  the  pan  coupe,  and"  did  good 
service.  The  ditch  of  the  fort  was  12  feet  in  width,  and  in  many 
places  as  much  as  8 feet  in  depth.  The  irregularity  of  the  site  was 
such  that  the  bastion  angles  were  very  heavy,  the  relief  of  the  light- 
est one  being  12  feet.  The  relief  of  the  one  attacked  was  about  13 
feet,  and  together  with  the  depth  of  the  ditch,  say  7 feet,  made  a 
height  of  20  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  interior  crest. 
This,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the  dampness  of  the  morning, 
and  the  steepness  of  the  slopes,  made  the  storming  of  the  fort  a very 
serious  matter,  and  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  neglect  of 
the  enemy  to  provide  themselves  with  scaling  ladders,  the  confusion 
in  their  ranks,  caused  by  passing  through  obstacles  of  stumps,  wire 
entanglement,  and  brush  in  front  of  the  fort,  and  the  cool  and  steady 
fire  to  which  they  were  exposed,  coming  from  the  very  best  troops 
in  our  service,  sufficiently  account  for  the  repulse  of  one  of  the  best 
divisions  in  the  rebel  army,  from  that  point  of  attack.  A short  time 
after  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  a truce  was  offered  him,  during  which 
he  might  bury  his  dead  and  take  care  of  his  wounded.  It  was  ac- 
cepted, and  extended  until  7 p.  m. 

During  the  assault  on  Fort  Sanders  and  for  some  time  after  that 
had  been  repulsed,  sharp  fighting  took  place  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  but  we  were  everywhere  successful. 

Monday,  November  30. — Very  quiet.  Our  forces  at  work  as  usual. 
The  line  of  rifle-trenches  from  the  Sevierville  road  to  the  central  hill 
was  staked  out.  The  work  on  that  part  of  the  line,  from  Sevierville 
Hill  to  the  road,  was  finished. 

A two-gun  battery  was  located  just  east  of  Second  Creek,  and  good 
progress  was  made  upon  it. 

The  design  of  this  battery  was  to  enfilade  the  railroad  cut  to  the 
westward,  and  to  flank  the  northern  front  of  Fort  Sanders,  throw- 
ing a fire  upon  ground  which  that  fort  could  not  reach.  The  work 
upon  the  large  fort  on  our  right,  in  front  of  Bell’s  house,  was  so  far 
advanced  as  to  make  it  defensible.  During  the  day  the  enemy  ap- 
parently did  little  or  nothing,  as  though  he  were  stunned  by  the  se- 
vere punishment  he  had  received  the  day  before.  . 
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Tuesday,  Decemher  1. — The  Engineer  Battalion  and  contrabands  at 
work.  A line  of  rifle-trenches  was  located  across  the  gorge  between 
Temperance  Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  a portion  of  it  completed. 
The  troops  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were  hard  at  work  with  all 
the  tools  we  had  to  spare  from  the  north  side.  During  the  afternoon 
large  trains  belonging  to  the  enemy  were  seen  to  move  toward  the 
eastward,  and  the  belief  began  to  grow  upon  us  that  the  siege  would 
be  raised.  > 

Wednesday,  December  2. — The  Engineer  Battalion  and  the  con- 
trabands were  particularly  engaged  on  the  rifle-trenches  between 
Temperance  Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  an  epaulement  for  two  guns 
in  the  gorge.  These  were  all  finished  by  midnight.  Still  at  work 
on  the  large  fort  at  Bell’s  house  and  on  rifle-trenches  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  Everything  unusually  quiet  for  the  fifteenth  day 
of  a siege. 

Thursday,  Decemher  3. — Still  hard  at  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
river.  A disposition  apparent  among  the  troops  to  consider  the  po- 
sition strong  enough  to  repel  any  assault  the  enemy  might  make, 
and  a consequent  indisposition  to  work.  Evidently  but  a small  force 
of  the  enemy  east  of  the  Tazewell  road.  The  enemy’s  trains  seen 
moving  to  the  eastward. 

Friday,  Decemher  4. — Still  working  a little,  but  the  news  of  the 
approaching  re-enforcements,  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy’s 
trains  led  us  to  believe  that  he  would  soon  abandon  the  siege. 

Saturday,  Decemher  5. — The  siege  of  Knoxville  terminated  by  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Strawberry  Plains  (east- 
ward). Heavy  re-enforcements  for  us  reached  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  The  enemy’s  infantrj^,  or  at  least  that  part  of  it  belonging  to 
Longstreet’s  own  corps,  lefthn  a solid  body,  very  deliberately,  no 
signs  of  haste  being  apparent.  The  rear  of  his  column  passed  the 
Tazewell  road  about  7 a.  m. 

A feeling  of  intense  satisfaction  pervaded  the  whole  command, 
and  many  persons  assured  me  of  their  conversion  to  a belief  in  “dirt 
digging.”  It  certainly  proved  efficient  here.  Examined  the  enemy’s 
late  position,  and  was  surprised  to  find  so  little  evidence  of  good 
engineering.  I saw  positions  for  only  seventeen  guns  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  but  could  not  discover  that  more  than  twelve  of 
them  had  been  used.  Any  other  artillery  housed  was  without  cover. 
The  cavalry  force  available  was  at  once  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  re- 
treating enemy,  and  during  the  day  quite  a number  of  prisoners 
were  brought  in. 

Monday,  Decemher  7. — All  the  available  infantry  force  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohiawas  put  in  motion  toward  the  enemy  and  followed 
him  slowly  until  the  9th,  when  our  forces  halted,  the  cavalry  at 
Bean’s  Station  and  the  infantry  at  Rutledge.  The  enemy  had 
halted  at  or  near  Red  Bridge,  between  Bean’s  Station  and  Rogers- 
ville.  Ho  attack  was  made  by  us,  as  the  enemy  was  in  vastly  supe- 
rior force. 

On  the  11th,  Major-General  Burnside,  having  been  relieved  by 
Major-General  Foster,  left  for  the  Horth,  and  that  properly  fixes  the 
• close  of  this  report. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  assistant  inspector-general  of  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  captain  of  Engineers,  I am  under  very  heavy 
obligations.  He  was  always  ready  with  the  most  practical  advice, 
he  cheerfully  gave  it,  and  it  was  never  passed  unheeded. 

To  Maj.  S.  S.  Lyon,  of  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  assistant 
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engineer,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  I am  under  obligations  for  valu- 
able reconnaissances.  It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  the  age  and  fail- 
ing health  of  this  officer  impaired  to  a certain  extent  his  usefulness 
a«  a topographer,  for  which  branch  of  science  he  has  such  a wonder- 
ful talent. 

Capt.  C.  E.  McAlester,  of  the  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry, 
acting  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Twenty -third  Army  Corps ; Capt.  G. 
W.  Gowan,  of  the  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  as  assist- 
ant engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  Capt.  O.  S.  McClure,  of 
the  Fiftieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  command  of  the  Engineer 
Battalion,  rendered  important  assistance. 

The  Engineer  Battalion  proved  almost  invaluable.  Its  members 
were  always  ready  to  work  day  or  night,  and  did  it  with  an  intelli- 
gence which  directed  the  labor  toward  a result.  My  thanks  are  due, 
and  are  freely  given,  to  its  officers  and  men. 

The  siege  of  Knoxville  passed  into  history.  If  mistakes  were 
made  in  the  defense,  they  were  covered  by  the  cloak  of  success. 
That  many  were  made  in  the  attack  was  a;pparent  to  us  all.  That 
the  rebels  made  a great  error  in  besieging  is  as  evident  as  it  now  is 
that  to  accept  siege  at  Knoxville  was  a great  stroke  of  military 
policy. 

The  results  of  the  successful  defense  are,  the  defeat  of  Bragg’s  army 
and  the  consequent  permanent  establishment  of  our  forces  at  Chat- 
tanooga, with  tolerably  secure  lines  of  communication ; the  confir- 
mation of  our  hold  upon  East  Tennessee ; the  discomfiture  of  and 
loss  of  prestige  by  the  choicest  troops  of  the  enemy’s  service.  There 
is  no  language  sufficiently  strong  which  I can  use  to  express  my  ad- 
miration for  the  conduct  of  our  troops.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
siege  to  the  end  every  man  did  his  whole  duty.  The  cheerful  looks 
and  confident  bearing  which  met  us  at  every  turn  made  it  seem  as 
though  we  were  sure  of  victory  from  the  first.  It  is  doubtful  vrhether 
any  man  within  our  lines  had  at  any  time  after  the  first  forty-eight 
hours  the  slightest  fear  of  the  result.  All  privations  were  borne,  all 
hardships  undergone  with  a spirit  which  indicated,  as  plainly  as  if 
written  on  the  walls,  that  success  would  attend  our  efforts.  And  is 
there  a man  of  that  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  which  was  in 
Knoxville  who  would  exchange  his  nineteen  days  of  service  there  for 
any  other  of  the  achievements  of  his  life  ? Was  there  a regiment 
there  which  will  not  bear  Knoxville  on  its  banner  as  proudly  as  it 
now  bears  Roanoke  or  Kew  Berne,  Williamsburg  or  Fair  Oaks, 
Chantilly  or  South  Mountain,  Antietam  or  Vicksburg  ? 

The  troops  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  and  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps  were  chivalric  rivals  where  duty  was  to  be  done.  Never  be- 
fore had  an  engin^r  officer  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  manner  in 
which  his  instructions  and  directions  were  carried  out. 

And  here  I feel  it  my  duty  to  refer  to  the  great  value  of  the  serv- 
ices of  the  contrabands.  They  were  ever  tractable  and  willing,  and 
many  of  them  came  to  me  and  volunteered  to  work.  They  did  an 
amount  of  labor  which  was  truly  astonishing.  Day  and  night  they 
worked  without  a murmur.  For  the  first  w^eek  they  labored  regu- 
larly eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  during  the  whole 
siege,  out  of  nearly  200  that  we  had  at  work,  only  1 asked  to  be  re- 
lieved, and  he  for  only  one  afternoon. 

The  question  of  supplies  during  the  siege  was  second  to  none  in 
importance.  The  failure  of  the  enemy  to  close  the  Sevierville  road 
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and  French  Broad  River  enabled  ns  to  accumnlate  a quantity  of 
commissary  stores.  I was  told  that  it  was  officially  reported  at  the 
beginning  of  the  siege  that  we  had  full  supplies  for  only  one  day 
and  a half,  yet,  after  nineteen  days’  siege,  we  had  accumulated  to 
such  an  extent,  over  the  lines  referred  to,  that  we  had  provisions 
enough  to  last  ten  days. 

The  following  order  is  here  inserted.  The  several  names  were 
suggested  by  myself.  Certainly  none  are  so  well  entitled  to  what- 
ever of  honor  there  may  be  in  the  names  thus  given  to  the  forts  and 
batteries  as  those  who  shed  their  blood  in  defense  of  them. 

General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  op  the  Ohio, 

No.  37.  f Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  11,  i863. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  designate  the  positions  occupied  by  our  troops  during  the 
recent  siege,  and  in  token  of  respect  to  the  gallant  officers  who  fell  in  the  defense 
of  KnoxAulle,  the  several  forts  and  batteries  are  named,  as  follows  : 

Battery  Noble. — At  loop-holed  house,  south  of  the  Kingston  road,  in  memory  of 
Lieut,  and  Adjt.  William  Noble,  Second  Michigan  Volunteers,  who  fell  in  the 
charge  upon  the  enemy’s  rifle-trenches  in  front  of  Fort  Sanders,  on  the  morning  of 
November  24. 

Fort  Byington. — At  the  College,  after  Maj.  Cornelius  Byington,  Second  Michigan 
Volunteers,  who  fell  mortally  wounded  while  leading  the  assault  upon  the  enemy’s 
rifle-trenches  in  front  of  Fort  Sanders,  on  the  morning  of  November  24. 

Battery  Zoellner. — Between  Fort  Sanders  and  Second  Creek,  in  memory  of  Lieut. 
Frank  Zoellner,  Second  Michigan  Volunteers,  who  fell  mortally  wounded  in  the 
assault  upon  the  enemy’s  rifle-trenches  in  front  of  Fort  Sanders,  on  the  morning  of 
November  24. 

Battery  Galpin. — East  of  Second  Creek,  in  memory  of  Lieutenant  Galpin,  Second 
Michigan  Volunteers,  who  fell  in  the  assault  upon  the  enemy’s  rifle- trenches  in 
front  of  Fort  Sanders,  on  the  morning  of  November  24. 

Fort  Comstock. — On  Summit  Hill,  near  the  railroad  depot,  in  memory  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Comstock,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Volunteers,  who  fell  in  our  lines 
during  the  siege. 

Battery  Wiltsie. — West  of  Gay  street,  in  memory  of  Captain  Wiltsie,  Twentieth 
Michigan  Volunteers,  who  was  mortally  wounded  in  our  lines  during  the  siege. 

Battery  Billingsley. — Between  Gay  street  and  First  Creek,  in  memory  of  Lieut. 
J.  Billingsley,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Volunteers,  who  fell  in  action  in  front  of  Fort 
Sanders,  November  20. 

Fort  Huntington  Smith. — On  Temperance  Hill,  in  memory  of  Lieut.  Col.  [W.] 
Huntington  Smith,  Twentieth  Michigan  Volunteers,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Camp- 
bell’s Station. 

Battery  Clifton  Lee. — East  of  Fort  Huntington  Smith,  in  memory  of  Capt. 
Clifton  Lee,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  who  fell  in  the 
fight  of  November  18  in  front  of  Fort  Sanders. 

Fort  Hill. — At  the  extreme  eastern  point  of  our  lines,  in  memory  of  Captain  Hill, 
Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  who  fell  during  the  siege. 

Battery  Fearns. — On  Flint  Hill,  in  memory  of  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  Charles  W. 
Fearns,  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers  (mounted  infantry),  who  fell  in  the  action  of 
November  18  in  front  of  Fort  Sanders. 

Battery  Stearman.—ln  the  gorge  between  Temperance  Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill,  in 
memory  of  Lieut.  William  H.  Stearman,  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  who 
fell  near  Loudon,  Tenn. 

Fort  Stanley. — Including  all  the  works  upon  the  central  hiU,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  in  memory  of  Capt.  C.  E.  Stanley,  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers  (mounted 
infantry),  who  fell  mortally  wounded  in  the  action  near  Philadelphia,  Tenn. 

Fort  Higley. — Including  all  the  works  on  the  hiU  west  of  the  railroad  embank- 
ment, south  side  of  the  river,  in  memory  of  Capt.  Joel  P.  Higley,  Seventh  Ohio 
Cavalry,  who  fell  in  action  at  Blue  Springs,  Tenn.,  October  10,  1863. 

Fort  Dickerson. — Including  all  the  works  between  Fort  Stanley  and  Fort  Higley, 
in  memory  of  Capt.  Jonathan  [C.]  Dickerson,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois 
Volunteers  (mounted  infantry),  who  fell  m action  near  Cleveland,  Tenn. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Bui-nside  : 


LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistant  AdjutanUGenerah 
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The  toi^ography  of  the  vicinity  of  Knoxville  may  be  briefly  de- 
scribed as  follows : 

On  the  north  bank  of  the  river  a narrow  ridge  is  found,  extending 
from  a point  about  2i  miles  east  of  Knoxville  to  Lenoir’s.  It  has  an 
average  base  of  about  l-J-  miles  in  width.  At  Knoxville  the  width  is 
about  1 mile.  The  ridge  is  cut  through  at  short  intervals  by  small 
streams ; two  of  which,  First  and  Second  Creeks,  run  through  the 
town  of  Knoxville,  at  a distance  from  each  other  of  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile.  The  main  part  of  the  town  is  built  upon  that  por- 
tion of  the  ridge  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  valley,  on  the 
southwest  by  Second  Creek,  on  the  southeast  by  the  Holston  River, 
and  on  the  northeast  by  First  Creek.  It  has  the  appearance  of  a 
table,  elevated  about  150  feet  above  the  river,  and  about  100  feet 
above  the  valley.  Again,  Third  Creek  is  found  about  seven-eighths 
of  a mile  below  Second  Creek,  forming  a second  similar  table.  A 
depression  in  the  ridge,  about  the  same  distance  east  of  First  Creek, 
forms  still  another  table,  upon  which  is  built  East  Knoxville.  This 
elevated  ground  is  called  Temperance  Hill.  Eastward  from  this  the 
ridge  is  more  broken,  until  it  disappears  and  other  ridges  spring  up. 

This  last  division  is  known  as  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  is  the  highest 
ground,  by  some  20  feet/  to  be  found  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
within  cannon  range  of  Knoxville.  Commencing  at  Third  Creek 
and  going  eastward,  these  tables  may  be  numbered  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  A 
succession  of  ridges,  all  parallel  to  the  one  alluded  to  above,  are 
found  at  short  distances  apart  as  one  goes  back  from  the  river,  the 
most  important  of  which  is  at  an  average  distance  of  1 mile  from  the . 
one  upon  which  Knoxville  is  situated,  and  is  that  which  the  enemy 
occupied.  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained  by  a pocket  level,  its  eleva- 
tion is  about  15  feet  more  than  that  of  table  No.  1 at  its  highest 
point. 

In  selecting  lines  it  was  my  opinion  that  tables  ISTos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4 
should  be  occupied.  In  this  opinion  the  general  commanding  con- 
curred, except  regarding  Ko.  4.  It  was  a question  whether  it  was 
most  prudent,  with  our  small  force,  to  attempt  to  occupy  No.  4,  or 
to  limit  our  occupation  in  force  to  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  simply  holding 
No.  4 with  a strong  out-post.  It  seemed  to  me  that  we  could  (as  we 
did)  construct  lines  on  No.  4,  and  also  on  No.  3;  those  on  No.  4 to 
be  thrown  so  far  to  the  front  that  they  could  not  be  made  available 
against  us  in  the  event  of  their  capture  by  the  enemy,  and  to  be 
held  by  us  with  obstinacy,  only  leaving  them  when  absolutely  com- 
pelled to  do  so;  in  which  case  the  lines  on  No.  3 would  form  a de- 
fense, and  the  enemy,  after  a stubborn  fight,  in  which  he  would 
have  suffered,  would  only  have  occupied  a position,  from  which,  in 
the  former  case,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  dislodge  a mere 
out-post.  In  other  words,  after  crippling  him  all  we  could  in  his 
successful  assault  upon  No.  4,  we  could  still  have  just  as  good  a de- 
fense as  if  we  had  occupied  only  No.  3 in  the  first  place. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  by  extending  our  lines  to  include  No.  4, 
we  made  them  weak  in  numbers  at  any  one  point,  and  we  were  con- 
sequently exposed  to  greater  danger  of  being  successfully  assaulted 
along  our  whole  position.  This  difficulty  was  partially  obviated  by 
the  successful  construction  of  a dam  across  First  Creek,  by  which 
an  impassable  water  obstacle  of  three-fourths  of  a mile  in  length 
was  made  immediately  in  front  of  and  parallel  to  the  crest  of  No.  3, 
which  enabled  us  to  greatly  weaken  our  numbers  (of  infantry)  in 
that  part  of  the  line. 
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The  general  commanding^  yielded  to  my  opinions,  and  all  the  fore- 
going positions  were  occupied  as  follows  : 

On  No.  1,  Forts  Sanders  and  Byington,  and  Batteries  Noble  and 
Zoellner. 

On  No.  2,  Fort  Comstock  and  Batteries  Galpin,  Wiltsie,  and  Bill- 
ingsley. 

On  No.  3,  Fort  Huntington  Smith  and  Batteries  Clifton  Lee,  Fearns, 
and  Stearman. 

On  No.  4,  Fort  Hill. 

All  our  works  were  connected  by  a continuous  line  of  rifle- 
trenches.  Between  the  ridge  occupied  by  ourselves  and  that  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  the  valley  varied  in  width,  but  its  average  breadth 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  1 mile.  It  was  almost  entirely  cleared 
of  timber,  and  was  at  every  point  under  the  fire  of  o^r  artillery. 

A direct  advance  over  it  would  have  been  made  only  with  severe 
loss.  This  would  have  been  particularly  the  case  in  front  of  No.  4, 
where  the  valley  increases  in  width  to  miles,  and  was  without 
timber  or  cover  of  any  kind  for  troops. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  river  the  ground  rises  into  a series  of 
prominent  points,  the  highest  of  which  is  about  360  feet,  and  is 
directly  opposite  Knoxville;  the  prolongation  of  Gay  street  passes 
directly  over  it.  These  knobs  formed  a range  quite  close  to  the  river 
bank,  with  a wide  valley  beyond  them.  It  was  all  important  to  us 
that  at  least  three  of  these  knobs  should  be  held.  We  actually  held 
four  of  them,  commencing  with  the  first  hill  east  of  the  Sevierville 
road,  and  counting  down  the  river. 

As  already  stated,  the  enemy  made  several  attempts  to  get  posses- 
sion of  these  heights,  the  first  being  made  on  Sunday,  November  15, 
by  a heavy  force  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Wheeler,  which 
was  repulsed  by  Sanders’  division  of  cavalry,  which  had  been  guard- 
ing the  right  bank  of  the  Little  Tennessee,  and  had  gradually  fallen 
back  before  Wheeler’s  heavier  force.  Sanders  was  assisted  by  Cam- 
eron’s brigade  of  infantry. 

From  these  heights  an  artillery  fire  can  be  delivered  in  front  of 
each  flank  of  the  lines  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

Commencing  with  the  most  easterly  hill  (which  we  called  “Sevier- 
ville Hill”),  and  numbering  them  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  they  were  occupied 
by  us  as  follows : 

On  No.  1,  only  rifle-trenches. 

On  No.  2,  Fort  Stanley. 

On  No.  3,  Fort  Dickerson. 

On  No.  4,  Fort  Higley. 

Nos.  1 amd  2 were  connected  by  rifle-trenches,  while  Nos.  3 and  4, 
though  not  connected,  each  was  welt  provided  with  rifle-trenches  to 
cover  the  infantry  supports  of  the  batteries. 

With  sufficient  time,  this  disposition  could  be  very  much  improved, 
by  making  the  several  forts  of  such  a character  (building  bomb-proofs 
for  stores  and  cisterns  for  water)  that  each  would  be  self-reliant. 

For  the  map"^  which  accompanies  this  report,  I am  indebted  to 
Sub- Assistant  Rockwell  and  Aide  Talcott,  of  the  IT.  S.  Coast  Survey. 

The  delay  in  the  report  was  caused  by  my  desire  to  await  the  com- 
Xfletion  of  the  map,  without  which  it  would  be  prude  enough. 

The  accompanying  photographic  views  are  intended  to  illustrate 
still  further  the  locality  rendered  historical  by  the  siege  of  Knox- 
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, ville.  They  are  the  work  of  Mr.  George  N.  Barnard,  photographer 
at  the  chief  engineer’s  office,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
j , All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
it  ORLANDO  M.  POE, 

p Captain  of  Engineers. 

L Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Simpson,  U.  S.  Engineers, 

. • Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I have  the  honor  of 
;|  reporting  as  follows  upon  the  engineer  operations  arising  from  the 
-|  recent  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  gain  possession  of  East  Tennessee  : 

^ On  the  morning  of  November  13,  18G3,  information  was  received 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  that  the  enemy,  under 
;!  the  command  of  Longstreet,  had  succeeded  in  building  a pontoon 
bridge  over  the  Holston  River  at  Huff’s  Ferry,  near  Louclon,  and 
! was  crossing  in  force.  The  major-general  commanding  at  once 
started  for  that  point,  taking  with  him  a portion  of  his  staff.  I was 
: directed  to  remain  at  Knoxville,  in  anticipation  of  instruction  for  the 
I defense  of  that  place. 

I From  Campbell’s  Station,  on  the  16th  November,  I was  directed 
% to  select  lines  of  defense  around  Knoxville,  and  to  have  every- 
' thing  prepared  to  put  the  troops  in  position  as  fast  as  they  should 
1 arrive. 

N As  I had  been  over  the  ground  a great  many  times,  and  had  ex- 
amined  it  with  reference  to  this  contingency,  the  examination 
I directed  was  made  very  rapidly.  I had  made  it  a point  to  f amiliar- 
I ize  myself,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  organization  of  the  Army  of 
1 the  Ohio,  and  was  consequently  able  to  designate,  in  writing,  the 
I positions  to  be  occupied  by  the  several  subdivisions,  as  follows  : 
i Roemer’s  battery  of  four  3-inch  rifle  guns,  at  the  University,  to  be 
I supported  by  one  brigade  (Morrison’s)  of  the  First  Division,  Ninth 
I Army  Corps ; Benjamin’s  battery  of  four  20-pounder  Parrotts,  and 
' Buckley’s  battery  of  six  12-pounder  Napoleons  (light  twelves),  at 
? fort  on  hill  northwest  of  the  University  ; these  batteries  being  sup- 
ported by  the  remaining  two  brigades  (Humphrey’s  and  Christ’s)  of 
the  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  the  ground  to  be  occupied 
by  this  division,  extending  from  the  Holston  River,  near  the  mouth 
of  Second  Creek,  around  to  the  point  where  the  East  Tennessee  and 
^ Georgia  Railroad  crosses  Second  Creek.  This  line  was  nearly  at 
" right  angles  to  the  river,  to  the  position  of  Benjamin’s  battery,  and 
thence  parallel  to  the  river. 

Gittings’  battery  of  four  10-pounder  Parrotts,  to  occupy  the  small 
earth- work  on  Vine  street  near  the  depot. 

The  Fifteenth  Indiana  Battery  of  three  3-inch  rifle  guns,  to  occupy 
the  ridge  between  Gay  street  and  First  Creek  ; these  two  batteries 
to  be  supp^orted  by  the  Second  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  extend- 
ing from  Second  Creek  to  First  Creek,  and  parallel  to  the  railroad. 

^ The  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  battery  (Captain  Sims)  of  six  James’ 
rifle  guns  (3.8-inch  caliber),  and  Henshaw’s  battery  of  two  James’ 
rifle  guns  and  four  brass  6-pounders,  to  occupy  the  fort  on  Tem- 
perance Hill  and  the  ridge  adjacent,  supported  by  Chapin’s  brigade 
of  White’s  division  and  Reilly’s  brigade  of  Hascall’s  division,  of  the 
Twenty -third  Army  Corps,  extending:  from  First  Creek  eastward  to 
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Bell’s  house.  Shields’  battery  of  six  12-pounder  Napoleons  and  one 
section  of  Wilder’s  battery  of  3-inch  rifle  guns,  on  Mabry’s  Hill, 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  Colonels  Hoskins  and  Casement,  the 
line  of  these  brigades  extending  from  Bell’s  house  to  the  Holston 
River,  at  a point  a little  below  the  glass-works. 

Two  sections  of  Wilder’s  battery  of  3-inch  rifle  guns,  and  Konkle’s 
battery  of  four  3-inch  rifle  guns,  on  the  heights  south  of  the  river, 
supported  by  Cameron’s  brigade  of  Hascall’s  division,  Twenty -third 
Army  Corps. 

One  section  of  12-pounder  howitzers  on  Flint  Hill,  covering  the 
bridge-head,  and  manned  by  soldiers  detailed  principally  from  the 
regiments  of  loyal  Tennesseeans. 

The  troops  began  to  arrive  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  No- 
vember 17,  and  were  placed  in  the  positions  respectively  assigned  to 
them,  except  Reilly’s  brigade,  which  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  streets 
of  the  town  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding.  I may 
remark,  that  during  the  whole  siege  the  positions  were  scarcely 
changed,  either  of  the  artillery  or  of  the  infantry.  As  soon  as  any 
portion  of  the  force  arrived  and  was  placed  in  position  it  was  put  at 
work  to  intrench  itself,  making  use  of  tools  brought  from  Kentucky 
by  the  Engineer  Battalion.  There  were  no  others  in  Knoxville,  ex- 
cept a few  captured  picks  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster,  but  he 
could  not  furnish  either  spades  or  shovels  to  accompany  them.  The 
defenses  thrown  up  at  first  were  nothing  but  mere  rifle-pits,  having 
a profile  4 feet  wide  by  feet  in  depth,  with  a parapet  of  2 feet  in 
height,  making  the  height  from  the  bottom  of  the  trench  to  the  inte- 
rior crest  of  the  parapet,  4^  feet.  Two  forts  were  in  a defensible 
condition,  viz,  that  occupied  by  Benjamin’s  battery,  and  the  one  on 
Temperance  Hill,  the  work  upon  them  having  been  done  by  the 
Engineer  Battalion. 

The  troops  worked  all  day  and  night,  and  by  daylight  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  were  tolerably  well  under  cover.  Still  the  work  was 
continued,  the  enemy  being  held  at  bay  on  the  Kingston  road  by  the 
cavalry  under  Sanders,  and  on  the  Clinton  road  by  Colonel  Penne- 
baker’s  mounted  regiments.  The  hours  in  which  to  work,  that  the 
gallant  conduct  of  our  cavalry  secured  us,  were  worth  to  us  1,000  men 
each.  It  is  sad  that  they  were  bought  at  such  a price  as  the  life  of 
that  most  gallant,  chivalric  soldier  and  noble  gentleman.  General 
Sanders.  (I  hope  I may  be  pardoned  this  allusion  to  the  only  class- 
mate I had  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville.) 

General  Sanders,  falling  in  front  of  the  work  occupied  by  Benja- 
min’s battery,  it  seemed  appropriate  that  the  fort  should  be  named 
after  him,  and  upon  its  being  suggested  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding, it  was  so  ordered. 

It  was  decided  to  dam  First  and  Second  Creeks.  The  dam  across 
the  former  was  made  at  the  Vine  street  bridge,  and  proved  very  suc- 
cessful, making  an  obstacle  in  front  of,  and  parallel  to.  Temperance 
Hill,  for  one-third  of  a mile,  which  could  only  be  crossed  by  building 
a bridge.  The  dam  across  Second  Creek  was  made  at  the  tunnel  by 
which  the  creek  passes  under  the  railroad.  The  character  of  the 
creek  was  not  so  favorable  as  in  the  first  instance  ; still,  a very  con- 
siderable obstacle  was  created.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  No- 
vember 19,  our  position  had  been  much  strengthened,  and  we  began 
to  feel  secure  and  confident.  Every  man  seemed  conscious  of  the 
necessity  for  exertion  and  had  made  it,  and  with  unflagging  zeal  the 
troops  still  continued  the  tasks  imposed  upon  them.  Citizens  of  the 
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town  and  all  the  contrabands  within  reach  were  pressed  into  service, 
and  relieved  the  almost  exhausted  soldiers,  Avho  had  had  no  rest  for 
more  than  an  hundred  hours.  Many  of  the  citizens  were  rebels  and 
worked  with  a very  poor  grace,  which  blistered  hands  did  not  tend 
to  improve. 

In  anticipation  of  a necessity  for  giving  up  Mabry’s  Hill,  an  in- 
terior line  of  works  was  begun,  running  from  Temperance  Hill  to- 
ward the  river  at  Flint  Hill.  This  line  consisted  of  strong  bat- 
teries at  the  two  extremities,  connected  by  a line  of  rifle-trenches  of 
the  character  described  above. 

The  enemy  placed  a battery  on  the  Tazewell  road,  and  from  it 
threw  the  first  shells  into  the  city.  Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  did 
not  develop  much  strength  east  of  the  Tazewell  road. 

Friday,  November  20. — The  enemy  erected  lines  of  rifle-pits 
across  the  Kingston  road,  along  the  line  which  General  Sanders  had 
occupied,  and  commenced  the  construction  of  batteries  on  the  ridge 
north  of  Fort  Sanders,  distant  about  1 mile. 

We  worked  all  day  and  night  strengthening  our  defenses.  The 
work  on  Temperance  Hill  was  greatly  strengthened  by  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  face  which  looked  toward  Mabry’s  Hill.  A six-gun 
battery  has  been  erected  lower  down  on  the  eastern  face  of  the  hill, 
and  is  now  in  a defensible  condition.  On  this  day  the  lines  of  rifle- 
pits  were  made  continuous,  except  the  gorge  between  Temperance 
Hill  a^jid  Mabry’s  Hill.  Begun  work  on  a third  line  of  rifle-pits 
between  Temperance  Hill  and  the  river,  and  commenced  the  con- 
struction of  a battery  on  Flint  Hill,  to  enfilade  the  defile  between 
our  right  and  the  river.  The  enemy  from  this  time  could  not  make 
an  attack  upon  either  of  our  flanks,  without  having  his  lines  en- 
filaded by  our  fire  from  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  enemy 
again  fired  a few  shots  at  our  center  from  three  positions  on  the 
Tazewell  road,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  The  enemy  having 
occupied  a brick  house,  500  yards  in  front  of  Fort  Sanders,  annoyed 
the  troops  of  the  fort  by  a-  fire  of  sharpshooters.  The  Seventeenth 
Michigan  V olunteer  Infantry  made  a sortie,  drove  them  from  the 
house,  and  burned  it.  While  this  was  going  on,  the  enemy  opened 
from  all  his  guns  on  his  right  without  damage  to  us. 

Saturday,  November  21. — Works  were  being;  steadily  made 
stronger.  Nothing  remarkable  occurred  during  this  day. 

Sunday,  November  22. — Bather  a quiet  day  ; received  informa- 
tion that  the  enemy  was  constructing  a raft  at  Boyd’s  Ferry,  which 
they  intended  to  set  adrift  on  the  river,  with  the  hope  that  it  would 
carry  away  our  pontoon  bridge  and  break  our  communication  with 
the  south  side  of  the  river.  At  5 p.  m.  commenced  the  construction 
of  a boom,  made  by  stretching  an  iron  cable  across  the  river  above 
the  bridge.  This  cable  was  about  1,000  feet  in  length.  I superin- 
tended in  xierson  the  construction  of  this  boom,  and  finished  it  at  9 
a.  m.  next  morning.  Meanwhile,  all  our  tools  were  kept  in  use  in 
the  trenches. 

Monday,  November  23. — During  the  day  everything  was  much 
as  usual,  both  parties  hard  at  work.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced on  our  skirmish  line,  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  Second  Divis- 
ion of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  our  skirmishers  fell  back,  setting 
fire  to  many  buildings,  v hich  would  have  served  as  cover  for  the 
enemy’s  sharpshooters.  Subsequent  events  proved  that  these  houses 
were  unnecessarily  burned. 

Tuesday,  November  24. — The  Second  Michigan  Volunteer  Infan- 
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try  sallied  and  carried  tlie  most  advanced  rifle-pits  of  the  enemy, 
but  not  being  supported,  were  driven  back  with  considerable  loss 
by  fresh  troops  of  the  enemy,  which  were  brought  up  for  the  pur- 

Eose  of  overwhelming  them.  The  x^icket  line  from  which  our  men 
ad  been  driven  the  night  before  was  re-established.  Laid  out  a 
work  in  front  of  Bell’s  house,  on  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  the  work  on  it 
progressed  well.  In  the  evening  a second  line  of  works  was  begun 
on  our  left,  i.  e.,  from  Fort  Sanders,  via  the  college,  to  the  river,  at 
the  mouth  of  Second  Creek.  The  enemy  crossed  some  force,  and 
established  himself  on  the  hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  2 miles 
below  the  pontoon  bridge.  The  absence  of  any  signs  of  elaHon 
among  the  troops  of  the  enemy  indicated  to  us  that  General  Grant’s 
operations  against  Bragg  at  Chattanooga  had  been  attended  with 
success. 

Wednesday,  November  25. — The  enemy  pressed  forward  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  hoping  to  be  more  successful  in  his  attempt 
to  occupy  the  heights  opposite  Knoxville  than  he  had  been  in  his 
efforts  made  ten  days  before,  but  again  he  was  met  and  driven  back 
with  considerable  loss.  The  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  distant 
from  Fort  Sanders  about  2,800  yards,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
defilade  the  fort  from  the  enemy’s  batteries  upon  it.  This  was  soon 
done. 

More  reports  about  the  raft  came  in,  and  thought  it  prudent  to 
begin  the  construction  of  a second  boom,  which  I decided  to  make 
by  attaching  long  timbers  together  with  chains,  end  to  end,  and 
allowing  it  to  float  on  top  of  the  water,  being  fastened  on  each  side 
of  the  river. 

Thursday,  November  — Was  quite  ill  this  day,  but  managed  to 
be  along  the  line.  In  the  evening  accompanied  the  general  com- 
manding to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  where  I laid  out  some  rifle- 
pits  and  an  artillery  epaiilement  for  two  guns,  looking  toward  the 
enemy’s  position  on  the  hill,  and  distant  from  it  about  600  yards. 
The  enemy  did  not  appear  to  do  much  this  day.  We  finished  the 
wooden  boom,  1,500  feet  long.  All  our  intrenching  tools,  as  usual, 
were  kept  busy  adding  to  the  strength  of  our  works.  After  dark 
telegraph  wires  were  stretched  from  stump  to  stump  in  front  of  our 
most  important  positions,  in  order  to  form  an  obstacle  to  the  advance 
of  the  enemy.  Made  a cheval-de-j^rise  of  pikes  in  front  of  Colonel 
Hoskins’  position,  fastening  the  pikes  in  place  with  telegraph  wire. 

Friday,  November  27. — The  enemy  still  appeared  to  threaten  us 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  I again  examined  carefully  the 
heights  opposite  Knoxville,  this  time  accompanied  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Babcock.  After  consultation,  it  was  decided  that  no  change 
should  be  made  in  the  line  I had  previously  selected,  and  that  we 
ought  to  begin  at  once  the  construction  of  works.  Commenced  a 
battery  for  two  guns  and  a line  of  rifle-pits  on  the  first  hill  west  of 
the  Maryville  Railroad  ; the  enemy  vigorously  at  work  on  the  ridge 
north  of  Fort  Sanders.  He  appeared  to  be  connecting  his  batteries 
by  lines  of  rifle-pits.  The  profile  seemed  too  light  for  a “first  par- 
allel.” The  enemy  was  very  active  all  day,  and  sharp  firing  was 
kept  up,  principally  from  the  enemy,  our  troops  reserving  their  fire. 

Saturday,  November  28. — Both  armies  hard  at  work.  The  enemy 
displayed  six  guns  at  their  position  on  south  side  of  river,  and 
opened  upon  Roemer’s  battery,  throwing  an  occasional  shot  at  Fort 
Sanders,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  Commenced  the  construc- 
tion of  a line  of  rifle-trenches  on  the  Sevierville  Hill  (south  side). 
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Sharp  skirmishing  in  the  evening.  Ahont  11  p.  m.  the  enemy  at- 
tacked our  picket  lines,  and  after  a couple  of  hours  of  hot  fighting 
occupied  them,  thus  throwing  their  advanced  line  within  about  120 
yards  of  the  northwestern  salient  of  Fort  Sanders.  The  skirmish- 
ing was  continued  all  night,  with  a slow  cannonade,  from  all  the 
guns  upon  the  enemy’s  right,  principally  directed  upon  Fort  San- 
ders. It  now  became  evident  that  this  was  the  real  point  of  attack. 

Sunday^  November  29. — At  6 a.  m.,  under  cover  of  a fog,  the 
enemy  assaulted  Fort  Sanders,  moving  along  the  capital  of  the 
northwestern  bastion.  In  spite  of  the  gallantry  and  persistency  of 
the  attack,  it  was  handsomely  repulsed,  with  a loss  to  the  enemy  of 
almost  the  entire  brigade  which  led  the  assault.  Our  loss  was  4 
killed  and  1 1 wounded . I know  of  no  instance  in  history  where  a 
storming  party  was  so  nearly  annihilated.  It  is  very  doubtful 
whether  100  men  of  this  brigade  returned  unhurt  to  their  lines. 
The  captures  were  3 battle-flags,^  belonging,  respectively,  to  the 
Thirteenth  Mississippi  Volunteers,  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Vol- 
unteers, and  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  Volunteers,  between  200  and  300 
prisoners,  and  some  500  stand  of  arms.  (These  are  not  given  as 
strictly  accurate,  but  I have  endeavored  to  keep  the  number  so 
small  that  more  accurate  reports  would  not  diminish  them.)  The 
garrison  of  Fort  Sanders  was  made  up  of  Benjamin’s  battery,  part 
of  Buckley’s,  part  of  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  part  of  the  Second  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  making  an 
aggregate  of  about  220  men. 

A short  description  of  Fort  Sanders  may  be  appropriate  here.  It 
is  a bastioned  earth- vfork,  built  upon  an  irregular  quadrilateml,  the 
sides  of  which  are,  respectively,  125  yards  southern  front,  95  yards 
western  front,  125  yards  northern  front,  and  85  yards  eastern  front. 
The  eastern  front  was  entirely  open,  and  is  to  be  closed  with  a stock- 
ade. The  southern  front  was  about  half  done.  The  western  front 
was  finished,  except  cutting  the  embrasures,  and  the  northern  front 
was  nearly  finished.  Eaoh  bastion  was  intended  to  have  a imn 
coupe.  The  bastion  attacked  was  the  only  one  that  was  completely 
finished.  A light  12-pounder  was  mounted  at  the  pan  coupe,  and 
did  good  service.  The  ditch  of  the  fort  was  12  feet  in  width,  and  in 
many  places  as  much  as  8 feet  in  depth.  The  irregularity  of  the 
site  was  such  that  the  bastion  angles  were  very  heavy,  the  relief 
of  the  lightest  one  being  12  feet.  The  relief  of  the  one  attacked  was 
about  13  feet;  and,  together  with  the  depth  of  the  ditch,  say  7 feet, 
made  a height  of  20  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  interior 
crest. ^ This,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the  dampness  of  the 
morning,  and  the  steepness  of  the  slopes,  made  the  storming  of  the 
fort  a very  serious  matter,  and,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the 
neglect  of  the  enemy  to  provide  themselves  with  scaling-ladders, 
the  confusion  in  their  ranks,  caused  by  passing  through  the  obsta- 
cles of  stumps,  wire  entanglement,  and  brush  in  front  of  the  fort, 
the  cool  and  steady  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed,  coming  from 
the  very  best  troops  in  our  service,  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  re- 
pulse of  one  of  the  best  divisions  in  the  rebel  army  from  that  point 
of  attack. 

A short  time  after  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  a truce  was  offered 
him,  and  accepted,  during  which  he  might  bury  his  dead  and  take 
care  of  his  wounded.  The  truce  extended  until  7 p.  m. 

During  the  assault  on  Fort  Sanders,  and  for  some  time  after  that 
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had  been  repulsed,  sharp  fighting  took  place  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  but  we  were  everywhere  successful. 

Monday,  November  30. — V ery  quiet.  Our  forces  at  work,  as  usual. 
The  line  of  rifle-trenches  from  the  Sevierville  road  to  the  central 
hill  was  staked  out.  The  work  on  that  part  of  the  line  from  Sevier- 
ville Hill  to  the  road  was  finished.  A two-gun  battery  was  located 
just  east  of  Second  Creek,  and  good  progress  was  made  upon  it. 
The  design  of  this  battery  was  to  enfilade  the  railroad  cut  to  the 
westward,  and  to  flank  the  northern  front  of  Fort  Sanders,  throw- 
ing a fire  upon  ground  which  that  fort  could  not  reach.  The  work 
upon  the  large  fort  on  our  right,  in  front  of  Bell’s  house,  was  so  far 
advanced  as  to  make  it  defensible.  During  the  day  the  enemy, 
apparently,  did  little  or  nothing,  as  though  he  were  stunned  by  the 
severe  punishment  he  had  received  the  day  before. 

Tuesday,  December  1. — The  Engineer  Battalion  and  contrabands 
at  work.  A line  of  rifle-trenches  was  located  across  the  gorge  be- 
tween Temperance  Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  a portion  of  it  com- 
pleted. The  troops  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were  hard  at  work, 
with  all  the  tools  we  had  to  spare  from  the  north  side.  During  the 
afternoon,  large  trains  belonging  to  the  enemy  were  seen  to  move 
toward  the  eastward,  and  the  belief  began  to  grow  upon  us  that  the 
siege  would  be  raised. 

Wednesday,  December  2. — The  Engineer  Battalion  and  contra- 
bands were  particularly  engaged  on  the  rifle-trenches  between  Tem- 
perance Hill  and  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  an  epaulement  for  two  guns 
in  the  gorge.  These  were  all  finished  by  midnight.  Still  at  work 
on  large  fort  at  Bell’s  house  and  on  rifle-trenches  on  south  side  of 
the  river.  Everything  unusually  quiet  for  the  fifteenth  day  of  a 
siege. 

Thursday,  December  3. — Still  hard  at  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
river.  A disposition  apparent  among  the  troops  to  consider  their 
position  strong  enough  to  repel  any  assault  the  enemy  might  make, 
and  a consequent  indisposition  to  work.  Evidently  but  a small 
force  of  the  enemy  east  of  the  Tazewell  road.  The  enemy’s  trains 
seen  moving  to  the  eastward. 

Friday,  December  4,  1863. — Still  working  a little,  but  the  news  of 
approaching  re-enforcements  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy’s 
trains  lead  us  to  believe  that  he  will  soon  abandon  the  siege. 

Saturday,  December  5. — The  siege  of  Knoxville  terminated  by  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Strawberry  Plains  (east- 
ward). Heavy  re-enforcements  for  us  reached  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  The  enemy’s  infantry,  or  at  least  that  part  of  it  belonging 
to  Longstreet’s  own  corps,  left  in  a solid  body,  very  deliberately,  no 
signs  of  haste  being  apparent.  The  rear  guard  of  his  column  passed 
the  Tazewell  road  about  7 a.  m. 

A feeling  of  intense  satisfaction  pervaded  the  whole  command, 
and  many  persons  assured  me  of  their  conversion  to  a belief  in 
“dirt  digging.”  It  certainly  proved  efficient  here. ^ Exaniined  the 
enemy’s  late  position,  and  was  surprised  to  find  so  little  evidence  of 
good  engineering.  I saw  positions  for  only  eighteen  guns  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  but  could  not  discover  that  more  than  twelve 
of  them  had  been  used.  Any  other  artillery  he  used  was  without 
cover.  The  cavalry  force  available  was  at  once  sent  in  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  enemy,  and  during  the  day  sent  in  quite  a number  of 
prisoners. 

On  Monday,  December  7,  all  the  available  infantry  force  of  the 
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Army  of  the  Ohio  was  put  in  motion  toward  the  enemy,  and  fol- 
lowed him  slowly  until  the  9th,  when  our  forces  halted,  the  cavalry 
at  Bean’s  Station  and  the  infantry  at  Rutledge. 

The  enemy  had  halted  at  or  near  the  Red  Bridge,  between  Bean’s 
Station  and  Rogersville.  No  attack  was  made  by  us,  as  the  enemy 
was  still  in  vastly  superior  force. 

On  the  11th,  Major-General  Burnside,  having  been  relieved  by 
Major-General  Foster,  left  for  the  North,  and  properly  fixes  the 
close  of  this  report. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  O.  E.  Babcock,  assistant  inspector-general  of  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  cajjtain  of  engineers,  I am  undei*  very 
heavy  obligations.  Always  ready  with  the  most  practical  advice,  he 
cheerfully  gave  it,  and  it  never  passed  unheeded. 

To  Maj.  S.  S.  Lyon,  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  assistant  engi- 
neer, I am  under  obligations  for  valuable  reconnaissances.  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  age  and  failing  health  of  this  officer  im- 
paired to  a certain  extent  his  usefulness  as  a topographer,  for  which 
branch  of  science  he  has  such  a wonderful  talent. 

Capt.  C.  E.  McAlester,  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry,  acting  as 
chief  engineer  of  the  Twenty -third  Army  Corps  ; Capt.  G.  W.  Go  wan. 
Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  as  assistant  engineer  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  Capt.  O.  S.  McClure,  Fiftieth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  in  command  of  the  Engineer  Battalion,  rendered  im- 
portant assistance. 

The  Engineer  Battalion  proved  almost  invaluable.  Its  members 
were  always  ready  to  work,  day  or  night,  and  did  it  with  an  in- 
telligence which  directed  the  labor  toward  a result.  My  thanks  are 
due  and  are  freely  given  to  its  officers  and  men. 

The  siege  of  Knoxville  passed  into  history.  If  mistakes  were  made 
in  the  defense  they  were  covered  by  the  cloak  of  success.  That  many 
were  made  in  the  attack  was  apparent  to  us  all.  That  the  rebels 
made  a great  error  in  besieging  is  as  evident  as  it  now  is  that  to  ac- 
cept siege  at  Knoxville  was  a great  stroke  of  military  policy.  The 
results  of  the  successful  defense  are,  the  defeat  of  Bragg’s  army  and 
consequent  permanent  establishment  of  our  forces  at  Chattanooga, 
with  tolerably  secure  lines  of  communication;  the  confirmation  of 
our  hold  upon  East  Tennessee;  the  discomfiture  of  and  loss  of  pres- 
tige by  the  choicest  troops  of  the  enemy’s  service. 

There  is  no  language  sufficiently  strong  which  I can  use  to  express 
admiration  for  the  conduct  of  our  troops.  From  the  beginning  of 
the  siege  to  the  end  every  man  did  his  whole  duty.  The  cheerful 
looks  and  confident  bearing  which  met  us  at  every  turn  made  it  seem 
as  though  we  were  sure  of  victory  from  the  first.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  any  man  within  our  lines  had  at  any  time  after  the  first 
forty-eight  hours  any  fear  of  the  result.  All  privations  were  borne, 
all  hardships  undergone,  with  a spirit  which  indicated  as  plainly  as 
if  written  on  the  walls  that  success  would  attend  our  efforts. 

And  is  there  any  man  of  that  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  which 
was  in  Knoxville  who  would  exchange  his  nineteen  days  of  service 
there  for  any  other  of  the  achievements  of  his  life?  Was  there  a 
regiment  there  which  will  not  put  Knoxville  as  proudly  on  its  ban- 
ners as  they  now  bear  Roanoke  or  New  Berne,  Williamsburg  or  Fair 
Oaks,  Chantilly  or  South  Mountain,  Antietam  or  Vicksburg?  The 
troops  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  and  of  the  TAventy-third  were  chiv- 
alric  rivals  where  duty  Avas  to  be  done.  Never  before  had  an  engi- 
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iieer  officer  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  his  in- 
structions and  directions  were  carried  out. 

And  here  I feel  it  my  duty  to  refer  to  the  great  value  of  the  serv- 
ices of  the  contrabands.  Tractable  and  willing  (many  of  them 
came  to  me  and  volunteered  to  work),  they  did  an  amount  of  work 
which  was  truly  astonishing.  Day  and  night  they  worked  without 
a murmur.  For  the  first  week  they  laborecTregularly  eighteen  hours 
out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  during  the  whole  siege,  out  of  nearly  200 
that  we  had  at  work,  only  one  asked  to  be  excused,  and  he  for  only 
one  afternoon. 

The  question  of  supplies  during  the  siege  was  second  to  none  in 
importance.  The  failure  of  the  enemy  to  close  the  Sevierville  road 
and  French  Broad  River  enabled  us  even  to  accumulate  a quantity 
of  cominissary  stores.  I was  told  that  it  was  officially  reported  at 
the  beginning  of  the  siege  that  we  had  on  hand  full  supplies  for  only 
one  day  and  a lialf , yet,  after  nineteen  days’  siege,  we  had  accumu- 
lated to  such  an  extent  over  the  lines  just  referred  to  that  we  had 
provisions  enough  to  last  ten  days. 

The  topography  of  the  vicinity  of  Knox  vibe  may  be  briefly  de- 
scribed as  follows : 

On  the  north  bank  of  the  river  a narrow  ridge  is  formed,  extend- 
ing from  a point  about  2^  miles  east  of  Knoxville  to  Lenoir’s.  It 
has  an  average  base  of  about  miles  in  width.  At  Knoxville  the 
width  is  about  1 mile.  This  ridge  is  cut  through  at  short  intervals 
by  small  streams,  two  of  which.  First  and  Second  Creeks,  run  through 
the  town  of  Knoxville,  at  a distance  from  each  other  of  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile.  The  main  part  of  the  town  is  built  upon  that 
portion  of  the  ridge  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  valley;  on  the 
southwest  by  Second  Creek;  on  the  southeast  by  the  Holston  River, 
and  on  the  northeast  by  First  Creek.  It  has  the  appearance  of  a 
table  elevated  about  150  feet  above  the  river  and  about  100  feet  above 
the  valley.  Again,  Third  Creek  is  found  about  seven-eighths  of  a 
mile  below  Second  Creek,  forming  a second  similar  table.  A de- 
pression in  the  ridge,  about  the  same  distance  east  of  First  Creek, 
forms  still  another  table,  upon  which  is  built  East  Knoxville.  This 
elevated  ground  is  called  Temperance  Hill.  From  this  eastward  the 
ridge  is  more  broken  until  it  disappears,  and  other  ridges  spring  up. 
This  last  division  is  known  as  Mabry’s  Hill,  and  is  the  highest 
ground  by  some  20  feet  to  be  found  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
within  cannon  range  of  Knoxville.  Commencing  at  Third  Creek 
and  going  eastward  these  tables  may  be  numbered  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  A 
succession  of  ridges,  all  parallel  to  the  one  alluded  to  above,  are 
found  at  short  distances  apart  as  one  goes  back  from  the  river,  the 
most  important  of  which  is  at  an  average  distance  of  1 mile  from 
the  one  Knoxville  is  situated  upon,  and  is  that  which  the  enemy 
occupied.  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained  by  a pocket  level,  its  eleva- 
tion is  exactly  that  of  table  No.  1 at  its  highest  j)oint. 

In  selecting  lines,  it  was  my  opinion  that  tables  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4 
should  be  occupied. 

In  this  opinion  the  general  commanding  concurred,  except  regard- 
ing No.  4.  It  was  a question  whether  it  was  most  prudent  with  our 
small  force  to  attempt  to  occupy  No.  4,  or  to  limit  our  occupation  in 
force  to  Nos.  I,  2,  and  3,  simply  holding  No.  4 with  a strong  outpost. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  we  could  (as  we  did)  construct  lines  on 
No.  4,  and  also  on  No.  3,  those  on  No.  4 to  be  thrown  so  far  to  the 
front  that  they  could  not  be  made  available  against  us  in  event  of 
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their  capture  by  the  enemy,  and  to  be  held  by  us  with  obstinacy, 
only  leaving  them  when  absolutely  compelled  to  do  so  ; in  which 
case  the  lines  on  No.  3 would  form  our  defense,  and  the  enemy,  after 
a stubborn  fight  in  which  he  would  have  suffered,  would  only  have 
occupied  a position  from  which,  in  the  former  case,  it  would  have 
'been  necessary  to  dislodge  a mere  outpost.  In  other  words,  after 
crippling  him  all  we  could  in  his  successful  assault  upon  No.  4,  we 
would  still  have  just  as  good  a defense  as  if  we  had  occupied  No.  3 
in  the  first  place.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  by  extending  our  lines  to 
include  No.  4,  we  made  them  weak  in  numbers  at  anyone  point,  and 
we  were  consequently  exposed  to  greater  danger  of  being  successfully 
assaulted  along  our  whole  position.  This  difficulty  was  partially 
obviated  by  the  successful  construction  of  a dam  across  First  Creek, 
by  which  an  impassable  water  obstacle  of  three-quarters  of  a mile  in 
length  was  made  immediately  in  front  of  and  parallel  to  the  crest  of 
No.  3,  which  enabled  us  to  greatly  weaken  our  numbers  (of  infantry) 
on  that  part  of  the  line.  The  general  commanding  yielded  to  my 
opinion,  and  all  the  foregoing  positions  were  occupied  as  follows  : 

On  No.  1,  Forts  Sanders  and  Byington,  and  Batteries  Noble  and 
Zoellner. 

On  No.  2,  Fort  Comstock,  and  Batteries  Galpin,  Wiltsie,  and 
Billingsley. 

On  No.  3,  Fort  Huntington  Smith,  and  Batteries  Clifton  Lee, 
Fearns,  and  Stearman. 

On  No.  4,  Fort  Hill. 

All  our  works  were  connected  by  a continuous  line  of  rifle-trenches. 
Between  the  ridge  occupied  by  ourselves  and  that  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  the  valley  varied  in  width,  but  its  average  breadth  was  in 
the  neighborhood  of  1 mile.  It  was  almost  entirely  cleared  of  timber, 
and  was  at  every  point  under  the  fire  of  our  artillery.  A direct  ad- 
vance over  it  would  have  been  made  only  with  serious  loss.  This 
would  have  been  particularly  the  case  in  front  of  No.  4,  where  the 
valley  widened  to  l-J  miles,  and  was  without  timber  or  cover  of  any 
kind  for  troops. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  river  the  ground  rises  into  a series  of 
prominent  points,  the  highest  of  which  is  about  350  feet,  and  is 
directly  opposite  Knoxville,  the  prolongation  of  Gay  street  passing 
directly  over  it.  These  knobs  formed  a range  quite  close  to  the  river 
bank,  with  a wide  valley  beyond  them.  It  was  all  important  to  us 
that  at  least  three  of  these  knobs  should  be  held.  We  actually  held 
four  of  them,  commencing  with  the  first  hill,  east  of  the  Sevierville 
road,  and  counting  down  the  river.  As  already  stated,  the  enemy 
made  several  attempts  to  get  possession  of  these  heights,  the  first  be- 
ing made  on  Sunday,  November  15,  by  a heavy  force  of  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  Wheeler,  which  was  rei3ulsed  by  Sanders’  division 
of  cavalry,  which  had  been  guarding  the  right  bank  of  the  Little 
Tennessee,  and  had  gradually  fallen  back  before  Wheeler’s  heavier 
force.  Sanders  was  assisted  by  Cameron’s  brigade  of  infantry. 

From  these  heights  an  artillery  fire  can  be  delivered  in  front  of 
each  flank  of  the  lines  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

Commencing  with  the  most  easterly  hill  (which  we  call  Sevierville 
Hill”)  and  numbering  them  1,  2, 3,  and  4,  our  works  were  as  follows  : 

On  No.  1,  only  rifle-trenches. 

On  No.  2,  Fort  Stanley. 

On  No.  3,  Fort  Dickerson. 

On  No.  4,  Fort  Higley, 
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Nos.  1 and  2 were  connected  by  rifle-trenches,  while  Nos.  3 and  4, 
though  not  connected,  each  was  well  provided  with  rifle-trenches  to 
coyer  the  infantry  suj)i)orts  of  the  batteries.  With  sufficient  time 
this  disposition  could  be  very  much  improved  by  making  the  several 
forts  of  such  a character  (building  bomb-proofs  for  stores  and  cisterns 
for  water)  that  each  would  be  self-reliant. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ORLANDO  M.  POE, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Engrs.,  Chief  Engr.  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith, 

Chief  Engineer,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  H.  Harris,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Corps,  Senior 

Ordnance  Officer. 

Ordnance  Office, 
Cincinnati,  January  1,  1864. 

Sir  :*  The  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  captured  by  the  Army 
(fl‘  the  Ohio,  in  the  twenty-one  days’  continuous  fighting  and  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  from  the  14th  of  November,  are  as  follows, 
viz:  One  3-inch  wrought-iron  rifle  gun,  I.  M.  W.,  No.  410,  P.  I. 
Co.,  1862,  816  pounds ; two  6-pounder  brass  guns,  C.  A.  & Co.,  Bos- 
ton, 1851,  marked  ‘ ‘Arkansas  Military  Institute  one  navy  carron- 
ade,  iron,  caliber  about  4.8  inch,  no  marks;  two  iron  smooth-bore 
guns,  caliber  about  4 inch,  marked  T.  M.  Brennan,  maker,  Nasli- 
ville,  Tenn.,  1861;  carriages  for  each  of  the  above  unserviceable  ; 
500  stand  of  small-arms. 

The  arsenal,  including  storehouses  and  machine-shops,  being  with- 
out the  line  of  intrenchments,  was  destroyed  to  prevent  its  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  becoming  a shelter  for  sharp- 
shooters. After  its  destruction,  which  was  complete  and  total,  a lathe 
was  moved  into  the  town,  and,  with  the  aid  of  water  power,  a small 
machine-shop  was  started,  which  was  used  in  reducing  the  caliber  of 
Hochkiss  shells  for  James  3.8-inch  rifle  gun  to  3.67-inch,  after  which 
they  were  fired  from  the  20-pounder  battery  commanded  by  Lieut.  S. 
N.  Benjamin,  of  the  Second  U.  S.  Artillery.  About  200  were  thus 
prepared  and  found  to  answer  satisfactorily.  His  own  ammunition 
was  partially  exhausted  during  the  series  of  battles  in  which  he  was 
engaged  and  partially  abandoned  to  lighten  his  carriages  on  the 
retreat  from  Loudon  to  Knoxville.  Communication  was  cut  off,  and 
no  ammunition  could  be  obtained  elsewhere.  Some  of  the  shells 
thus  prepared  by  the  Ordnance  Department  were  used  with  terrible 
effect  as  hand-grenades  upon  the  rebels  in  the  ditch  of  Fort  Sanders 
during  the  assault  on  the  29th  of  November. 

The  repeated  assaults  upon  this  fort,  and  the  close  proximity  of  the 
enemy’s  rifle-pits,  made  it  very  desirable  to  mount  two  or  three  mor- 
tars for  the  purpose  of  shelling  out  the  enemy’s  trenches.  As  none 
were  on  hand,  a wooden  mortar  was  constructed,  capable  of  throwing 
a 24-pounder  liowitzer  shell.  It  was  made  of  a live  white  oak,  24  feet 

*For  portion  (here  omitted)  covering  operations  in  East  Tennessee,  August  15  to 
October  10,  1863,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  II,  p.  571. 
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in  diameter,  and,  when  finished,  the  thickness  of  tlie  wood  was  1 foot 
and  in  rear  of  the  seat  of  the  charge  from  18  inches  to  2 feet.  It  was 
hooped  with  three  iron  bands  slirunk  on,  and  mounted  on  a bed  of 
oak.  It  was  fired  with  a 24-pounder  howitzer  shell  and  7 (ninces 
of  powder,  and  withstood  the  test  admirably  ; but,  subsequently, 
being  fired  with  the  same  projectile  and  16  ounces  of  good  jjowder, 
it  burst  in  two. 

The  2,000  pikes  captured  from  the  enemy  were  turned  to  good  ac- 
count by  constructing  with  them  a kind  of  cheval-de-frise  in  front 
of  our  rifle-pits.  They  have  since  been  removed,  and  are  at  present 
in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Williams,  commanding  the  Knoxville 
ordnance  depot. 

In  conclusion,  I would  respectfully  submit  that  the  regulations  of 
the  Ordnance  Bureau  at  Washington,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  carried  into  effect  from  that  office,  have  resulted  in  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio  being  at  all  times  promptly  and  efficiently  suj)- 
plied  with  all  necessary  ordnance  stores.  • 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRIS, 

Captain  of  Ordnance,  Senior  Ord.  Officer  Dept,  of  the  Ohio. 

Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

U.  S.  Volunteers. 


No.  9. 

. Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
United  States  forces  in  the  field. 


Fifteen  Miles  from  Flat  Creek  Bridge, 

December  8,  1863 — 11.30  p.  m. 

General  : I have  ordered  Manson  and  Potter  to  move  on  early  in 
the  morning.  Have  notified  Shackelford  of  my  position;  told  him 
to  move  cautiously,  and  have  also  sent  word  to  Foster  of  my  move- 
ments. I have  also  directed  officers  to  be  sent  to  bring  up  further 
supplies  by  rail  (to  a point  2 miles  short  of  Strawberry  Plains)  or  by 
wagon. 

If  wire  is  not  disturbed,  it  would  be  well  to  send  an  operator  to  the 
point  indicated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 


Major-General  Burnside, 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 


Major-  General. 


Rutledge, 

December  9,  [1863] — 2.45  p.  m. 

General:  I send  copy  of  dispatch  just  received  from  Shackelford.* 
I have  halted  the  infantry  here;  they  are  fatigued,  and  I shall  move 
no  farther  unless  ordered. 

I have  sent  to  Shackelford  to  open  communication  with  General 


*See  dispatfh  of  12.80  p.  iii.  same  date,  p.  411. 


320 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  ANT)  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLTIT. 

Foster,  from  whom  I have  heard  nothing.  Have  sent  a small  force 
to  Strawberry  Plains  bridge,  and  picketed  the  roads  to  right  and 
rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 

Major-General  Burnside. 

Rutledge, 

December  10,  1863 — 11.45  a.  m. 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  3 p.  m.  yesterday  only  just  received. 
I forwarded  one  to  you  at  daylight  this  morning;  since  then  have 
heard  from  Shackelford  that  Colonel  Ward  had  a.  severe  skirmish 
with  enemy  yesterday  p.  m.  on  Morristown  road,  and  drove  him 
across  river.  This  morning  he  (Shackelford)  has  sent  a brigade  on 
each  of  the  rSads  in  his  front  to  Morristown  and  Rogersville.  I 
have  directed  him  to  hold  Bean’s  Station  in  force,  and  make  no 
advance  unless  further  orders  or  developments  require  it.  Small 
parties  of  the  enemy  are  hovering  on  other  side  of  river,  even  to 
Strawberry  Plains.  Very  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  better,  and 
trust  that,  my  later  dispatches  will  have  prevented  your  moving 
out.  Major  Cutting  has  pressed  on  to  communicate  with  General 
Shackelford. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

•Major-General  Burnside. 


Rutledge, 

December  10,  1863 — 4.30  p.m. 

General  : Major  Cutting  reports  from  Bean’s  Station  at  2 p.  m. 
that  a portion  of  the  brigade  sent  toward  Morristown  took  the  Rus- 
sellville branch,  and  met  the  enemy  at  the  river  ; found  them  in  too 
great  force  to  dislodge,  and  remains  facing  the  enemy  at  Moore’s 
Ferry,  about  10  miles  from  Bean’s  Station,  guarding  wagon  trains. 
Two  strong  divisions  of  their  infantry  had  left  there  the  morning  pre- 
vious. One  hundred  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  have  attacked  a com- 
pany of  ours  on  river  6 miles  from  here.  A number  of  small  parties 
are  reported  on  other  side  river.  General  Shackelford  is  in  commu- 
nication with  Willcox,  at  Tazewell ; the  road  had  not  been  obstructed 
by  the  enemy.  Willcox  is  about  forwarding  supplies  and  repairing 
the  telegraph. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Burnside. 


Rutledge,  Tenn., 
December  14  [or  15],  1863. 

General  : I send  report  from  General  Shackelford.  The  roads 
are  in  bad  condition,  and  moving  now  in  any  considerable  distance 
will  be  out  of  the  question.  Scouts  have  been  sent  out  by  General 
Willcox  and  General  Shackelford.  As  soon  as  these  report  I will  for- 
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ward  copy.  General  Shackelford  is  exceedingly  anxious  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  illness  in  his  family. 
I would  he  very  glad  if  General  Sturgis  would  come  uj)  as  soon  iis 
possible. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

' Major-General. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Army. 


Rutledge,  December  14  [or  15],  1863. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.) 

General  : General  Hascall  has  reported  that  the  enemy  at  9 
o’clock  was  advancing  upon  him  at  a point  41  miles  on  the  road  to 
Bean’s  Station.  I have  ordered  him,  in  case  he  is  heavily  pressed, 
to  fall  back  slowly.  It  is  very  important  that  General  Granger 
should  move  up  to  our  support. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Rutledge,  December  14,  1863—8.45  p.  m. 

(Received  15th.) 

General  : I have  just  returned  from  Bean’s  Station.  The  enemy 
attacked  Shackelford  at  2 p.  m.  At  dark  our  advance  has  been 
driven  in  so  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  road  leading  from  Taze- 
well to  Morristown.  Since  dark  the  enemy  has  been  pressing  Shack- 
elford so  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  fall  back  a short  distance.  I 
have  ordered  a division  of  infantry  to  move  up  to  his  support.  One 
of  the  prisoners  states  that  he  belongs  to  Grade’s  brigade  of  infantry  ; 
that  this  brigade  had  the  advance,  and  that  Longstreet  moved  up  to 
within  2 miles  of  Bean’s  Station.  The  fight  will  probably  be  re- 
newed to-morrow.  If  this  division  of  infantry  cannot  hold  them  in 
check,  I will  fall  back  on  the  road  to  Knoxville. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-Ge/neral. 

General  Foster. 


Rutledge,  December  14,  1863 — 11  p.  m. 

(Received  15th.) 

General:  General  Shackelford’s  pickets,  on  the  Poor  Valley  road, 
report  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Tazewell.  This  may  be  a force 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  trying  to  get  in  our  rear.  I think  it  impor- 
tant that  Granger  should  occupy  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  as  soon  as 
possible. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


General  Foster. 
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Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 

December  16,  1863 — 12  m. 
General  : Have  just  arrived ; have  selected  a position,  and  will 
post  the  troops  that  are  here  and  the  others  as  they  arrive.  I have 
no  news  from  the  front  since  morning.  ♦ 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Headquarters, 

Midway  between  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  and  Rutledge^ 

December  16,  1863 — 12.30  a.  m. 

General  : I have  just  reached  this  place  on  my  way  back  to  Blain’s 
Cross-Roads.  The  enemy  attacked  my  advance  to-day,  consisting  of 
one  division  of  infantry  and  the  cavalry.  Our  men  held  their  own, 
but  a large  force  of  cavalry  came  from  the  direction  of  Morristown, 
crossed  the  river,  and  threatened  our  rear.  I found  that  I had  not 
sufficient  cavalry  to  cope  with  the  enemy;  this  determined  me  to  fall 
back,  in  obedience  to  your  order. 

Your  dispatch  of  5.30  p.  m.  just  received.  I had  received  the 
report  of  Colonel  Palmer  in  reference  to  Longstreet,  but  General 
Shackefford  is  equally  confident  that  he  is  in  our  front.  Whether 
or  not  this  be  so,  I cannot  at  present  determine.  At  any  rate,  we 
have  prisoners  from  Johnson’s  and  Gracie’s  commands.  Elliott 
might  move  his  command  out  this  way,  and,  on  a personal  interview 
with  Sturgis,  the  route  for  his  command  be  determined.  The  ques- 
tion of  rations  is  becoming  a serious  one.  I will  direct  commissaries 
to  make  their  requisitions,  and  draw  from  Strawberry  Plains.  Can 
a sub-depot  be  established  there  ? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

General  J.  G.  Foster. 


Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 
December  16,  1863 — 4.30  p.  m. 

General  : I have  a good  position  here.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  has 
been  skirmishing  with  our  rear  guard  to  within  2 or  3 miles  of  our 
line.  Sturgis’  last  dispatch,  at  4 p.  m.,  says  the  enemy  is  not  ad- 
vancing so  boldly  as  heretofore.  If  he  undertakes  to  advance  to- 
morrow, we  will  endeavor  to  check  him,  which  I think  we  can  do 
pretty  well.  Sheridan  is  up,  and  Wood  protects  his  command  at 
Flat  Creek.  I received  the  dispatches  about  rations,  and  we  all  feel 
easier  on  that  score.  I have  just  forwarded  a dispatch  from  Will- 
cox  and  Poe.  We  have,  I think,  a pretty  strong  position,  and  our 
flanks  are  now  well  watched.  I fear  that  during  the  night  some  of 
our  men  straggled  in  advance.  Should  any  of  them  reach  Knox- 
ville without  proper  authority,  I hope  they  will  be  summarily  dealt 
with. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Major-General  Foster. 
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Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  December  IG,  1803. 

(Received  8 p.  m.) 

General  : I transmit  a report,  just  made  by  Captain  Daniels,  sig- 
nal officer,  of  his  observations  yesterday.  There  was  no  infantry 
reported  as  engaged  to-day  with  our  rear  guard.  General  Granger 
has  arrived,  and  desires  me  to  say  that  he  has  notliing  new.  The 
signal  officer  reports  that  the  enemy  withdrew  their  artillery  this 
evening.  I will  keep  you  advised  from  time  to  time. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JYO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General, 


Major-General  Foster. 


Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 

December  17,  1863. 

This  morning  the  enemy  advanced  in  small  force  on  General  Stur- 
gis’ pickets,  but  nothing  serious  since  then;  but  few  shots  have  been 
fired,  and  those  at  long  range.  There  is  no  forage  for  Sturgis’  horses 
in  our  front,  and  in  conferring  with  him  we  have  decided  to  move 
them  to  right  and  left  and  occupy  the  river  roads  and  the  Maynard- 
ville  road,  to  observe  and  report  any  movement  on  our  flanks.  Will 
you  please  have  Capt.  George  W.  Gowan,  in  Captain  Poe’s  office, 
ordered  to  report  to  me  as  an  aide,  if  his  place  can  be  filled  in  the 
engineer  office.  The  signal  officer  reports,  ‘G  cannot  see  any  infan- 
try, only  a few  scouts  ; a dense  fog  is  rising  where  the  flag  was.  seen 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


11.05  a.  m. 

P.  S. — General  Granger  is  here.  He  says  he  is  of  the  same  opinion 
still;  he  knows  nothing  more  than  when  he  left  Knoxville.  General 
Granger  and  I both  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  your  coming  out 
at  present. 


Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 
December  17,  186.3 — 4 p.  m. 

The  enemy  has  not  made  any  serious  demonstration  on  the  Rut- 
ledge road  up  to  this  time  ; since  noon  they  have  been  pressing  the 
brigade.  Spears  stationed  at  Stone’s  Mill,  Richland  Church,  about 
2 miles  on  our  right,  where  the  river  road  crosses  Richland  Creek. 
They  may  be  massing  on  the  river  road,  but  General  Granger  thinks 
it  would  be  risky  for  them  to  attempt  this  move.  Still,  if  this  be  so, 
we  may  be  forced  to  fall  back  on  the  line  of  Flat  Creek.  General 
Sturgis  will  send  a division  of  cavalry  to  occupy  the  line  of  Rich- 
land Creek.  I regret  that  Elliott  has  been  able  to  cross  but  one 
brigade.  He  is  now  at  Strawberry  Plains,  and  will  get  over  as  soon 
as  he  can.  I am  glad  to  hear  you  are  coming  up. 

^ JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General, 


Major-General  Foster. 
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Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 
December  17,  1863 — 11.30  p.  m. 

Yours  of  8.25  just  received.  By  the  river  road,  I mean  a road 
parallel  to  the  Rutledge  road,  and  on  the  north  side  of  Holston — one 
of  the  many  roads  not  indicated  on  our  map. 

The  point  where  this  road  crosses  Richland  Creek  (Stone’s  Mill) 
is  still  held  by  Spears’  brigade.  I have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
was  no  infantry  appeared  against  him  this  evening.  The  last  re- 
port from  there  was  all  quiet.  In  fact,  the  enemy’s  advance  had  re- 
tired and  were  followed  by  our  skirmishers.  How  far  they  pursued  I 
cannot  say.  No  report  yet  made.  I presume  not  far.  My  impres- 
sion about  Longstreet  massing  on  the  river  road  was  not  confirmed 
by  the  observations  from  our  signal  mountain.  No  large  camp  fires 
were  visible,  nor  large  smokes  seen  in  our  front  on  either  road  at  sun- 
down. In  fact,  I am  now  inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  nothing 
but  cavalry  in  our  immediate  front.  Shall  I send  an  ambulance  to 
Strawberry  Plains  for  you  ? There  is  a very  good  one  here  that  Col- 
onel Babcock,  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  has  suggested  to  send. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General, 

Major-General  Foster. 


Plain’s  Cross-Roads,  December  21,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

(Received  1.15  a.  m.,  22d.) 

As  soon  as  I had  received  the  report  of  the  raid  to  Graveston,  I 
had  a brigade  of  cavalry  moved,  and  Colonel  Foster  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  now  so  posted  as  to  prevent  a repetition.  Colonel  Capron, 
commanding  the  brigade,  is  directed  to  keep  up  communication  with 
General  Willcox. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

General  E.  E.  Potter. 


Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  Decemher  [21,  1863] — 7 p.  m. 

(Received  1 a.  m.,  22d.) 

We  have  now  pretty  reliable  information  that  Longstreet’s  head- 
quarters were  last  night  at  Shields’  house,  some  2 or  3 miles  this 
side  of  Bean’s  Station.  This  information  is  given  by  3 men,  pa- 
roled Vicksburg  prisoners,  whom  the  rebel  cavalry  arrested  near 
Buffalo  Creek,  on  the  river  road.  • They  were  taken  up  to  Rutledge, 
and  then  had  a pass  given  them  to  their  command,  Vaughn’s,  at 
Rogersville,  a mile  or  two  beyond  Rutledge.  They  turned  off  the 
road,  and  during  last  night  they  returned  to  our  lines.  They  saw 
no  infantry  in  Rutledge  or  this  side  excepting  a few  stragglers  be- 
yond Rutledge.  They  saw  extensive  camp  fires.  This  is  confirmed 
by  our  signal  officer’s  report  of  this  evening.  We  have  also  reliable 
information  that  two  brigades,  rebel  cavalry,  are  encamped  on  the 
river  road  near  Buffalo  Creek  and  Indian  Ridge,  some  6 or  8 miles 
in  front  of  General  Spears.  The  citizens  report  that  Ewell  has  re-en- 
forced  Longstreet.  This,  I think,  is  the  old  rejDort,  and  not  entitled 
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to  credence.  That  also  states  tliat  an  infantry  force  has  crossed 
Clinch.  This  also  needs  confirniation.  I will  send  this  to  General 
Willcox.  General  Cox  has  arrived,  and  takes  command  of  the 
Twenty-third  Corps. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Plain's  Cross-Roads, 
December  22,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Nothing  new  has  transpired  to-day.  The  enemy’s  position  remains 
about  the  [same.]  The  signal  officer  thinks  the  fires  have  somewhat 
increased  in  the  direction  of  Buffalo  Creek.  The  enemy  picket  Pow- 
der Spring  Gap  and  other  points  on  Clinch  Mountain.  Parties  sent 
on  the  north  side  of  the  mountains  to  gain  heights  as  lookouts  re- 
turned unsuccessful,  the  enemy  seeming  to  watch  the  position  closely. 
In  reference  to  General  Manson,  General  Cox  informed  me  this  morn- 
ing that  he  had  gone  to  Knoxville  to  arrange  some  papers  appertain- 
ing to  corps  headquarters.  I was  told  last  night  he  was  going,  but 
presumed  he  would  get  permission  before  leaving.  I find  it  difficult 
to  get  any  information  in  reference  to  action  or  movements  of  enemy 
beyond  line  of  Bean's  Station  and  Morristown.  It  is  very  important 
to  know  how  far  this  side  of  Bristol  the  railroad  is  in  running  order. 
Cannot  this  information  be  acquired  by  parties  sent  from  Knoxville  ? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General, 

Major-General  Foster. 


Headquarters, 

Blain'^s  Cross-Roads,  December  23,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

(Received  25th.) 

About  midnight  last  night  I was  informed  by  a scout  that  the 
cavalry  on  Buffalo  Creek  were  saddled  up  and  moving  either  across 
the  river  or  up  the  river  road.  I sent  this  at  once  to  General  Stur- 
gis, who  had  informed  me  of  his  move,  and  suggested  a demon- 
stration up  the  Rutledge  road.  I ordered  Colonel  Capron  to  send 
this  morning  a scouting  party  up  Flat  Creek  to  Powder  Spring  Gap, 
General  Potter  to  make  a reconnaissance  uj)  the  Rutledge  road,  and 
General  Spears  up  the  river  road.  I have  not  heard  from  Capron  or 
Spears.  General  Potter’s  advance  is  about  6 or  7 miles  up  the  valley, 
and  report  no  enemy  in  sight,  and  that  citizens  report  Powder  Spring 
Gap  evacuated.  Deserters  report  that  the  cavalry  has  crossed  the 
river.  A negro  has  just  come  in ; says  he  left  Bean’s  Station  last 
night ; that  the  cavalry  was  all  moving ; also  that  the  infantry  had 
gone ; but  on  this  point  he  was  not  clear.  I have  just  received  the 
accompanying  dispatches*  from  General  Willcox. 

Our  cavalry  movements  have  evidently  produced  a commotion  in 
the  enemy’s  camp.  I expect  soon  to  hear  from  some  of  our  own 
scouts  in  reference  to  the  movements  and  position  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry. 


* Not  identified. 
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A colonel  of  Tenth  Tennessee  (rebel)  Cavalry  told  a citizen  yester- 
day that  our  forces  had  crossed  the  river,  and  they  feared  we  would 
get  in  their  rear. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Foster,  Knoxville. 


No.  10. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Potter,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Ninth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  18,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  command  since  the  13th  instant : 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  my  command  being 
then  at  Lenoir’s  Station,  I received  notice  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
the  river  below  Loudon,  having  thrown  their  bridge  at  Huff’s 
Ferry.  At  the  same  time  I received  orders  to  hold  myself  ready  to 
move.  At  a later  hour,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I disabled  the 
mills  and  factories  in  my  vicinity,  destroyed  a pontoon  bridge  over 
the  Holston,  and  started  my  train  from  camp  for  Knoxville  under  a 
strong  guard. 

About  9 a.  m.  General  White,  with  his  command,  arrived  from 
Loudon. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  commanding  general,  about  midday,  I re- 
ceived an  order  to  support  Chapin’s  brigade,  of  White’s  command, 
in  a movement  against  the  enemy.  I accordingly  sent  Ferrero  with 
his  division  and  a battery  on  that  duty.  About  4 p.  m.  we  met  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers;  Chapin  formed  his  line  of  skirmishers  and 
moved  forward  rapidly,  driving  them  handsomely  for  a mile  and  a 
half  or  more.  Night  setting  in  very  thick  and  dark,  and  a dense 
wood,  compelled  us  to  halt,  not,  however,  until  the  enemy  had  opened 
their  artillery. 

During  the  night  I moved  Sigfried’s  division,  with  Benjamin’s 
battery  and  three  guns  of  von  Sehlen’s  battery,  to  a point  upon  the 
river  opposite  Loudon. 

At  or  soon  after  daylight  on  the  15th,  in  accordance  with  my 
orders,  we  began  moving  back  to  Lenoir’s.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
column  near  the  Loudon  road,  I ordered  my  artillery  back  to  Le- 
noir’s, sending  Ferrero  to  the  same  point,  with  orders  to  cover  the 
various  approaches,  and  ordered  Sigfried  to  replace  Chapin,  of 
White’s  command,  who  was  covering  the  rear  of  the  column.  The 
enemy  made  no  effort  to  push  Sigfried,  and  he  remained  where  he 
was  until  2 p.  m. , when  he  fell  back  quietly  to  Lenoir’s,  the  enemy 
having  first  moved  a heavy  column  to  his  right.  The  enemy’s  skir- 
mishers in  strong  force  appeared  before  our  position  at  Lenoir’s 
about  4 p.  m.,  and  seemed  disposed  to  push  us  in,  but  were  checked 
by  a shell  or  two  from  Roemer.  About  this  time  Colonel  Biddle 
reported  with  500  or  600  mounted  men  and  Gittings’  batter}^.  I 
ordered  him  back  to  seize  the  junction  of  the  Kingston  and  Loudon 
roads  near  Campbell’s  Station,  ana  to  station  a small  force  on  the 
roads  to  Clinton  and  Concord. 
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Hartraiift  having  reported  for  duty,  I ordered  him  to  move  to  tlie 
same  point  with  what  force  I had  of  the  Second  Division  and  the 
seven  guns  of  Benjamin's  and  von  Sehlen’s  batteries.  Buckley’s 
battery  had  already  started  for  the  same  point.  Hartranft  started 
about  dusk.  I soon  received  a report  from  Biddle  that  the  horses  in 
his  battery  had  given  out ; that  he  had  dismounted  some  of  his  cav- 
alry and  put  the  horses  to  the  guns,  but  owing  to  the  fearful  state  of 
the  roads  he  could  make  no  progress.  Hartranft  soon  after  reported 
that  he  could  not  move  his  artillery,  although  he  had  a brigade  of 
infantry  assisting ; had  destroyed  some  ammunition  and  temporarily 
abandoned  limbers  and  caissons.  About  10  p.  m.  the  enemy  at- 
tempted to  drive  in  our  skirmishers,  but  were  repulsed. 

Between  4 and  5 a.  m.  I received  a number  of  mule  teams  from 
General  White,  which  were  given  to  the  artillery,  and  it  at  once 
began  to  move. 

At  a quarter  past  6 a.  m.  of  the  16th,  Ferrero’s  division  began  to 
move  from  Lenoir’s  after  White,  with  Humphrey’s  brigade,  of  Fer- 
rero’s division,  covering  the  rear.  The  enemy  followed  at  once,  but 
showed  no  force  or  disposition  to  press  us  until  within  2 miles  of 
Campbell’s  Station,  when  they  began  to  press  heavily  on  the  rear, 
but  were  held  in  check  by  Humphrey.  Meantime,  Biddle  and  Hart- 
ranft had  arrived,  and  Hartranft  had  placed  Biddle  and  Sigfried, 
with  a section  of  Gittings’  [battery],  in  position  on  the  Kingston  road. 

Hartranft’s  pickets  along  the  river  had  joined  him,  and  a company 
of  cavalry  at  Low’s  Ferry  moved  to  Knoxville. 

Hartranft,  after  securing  all  the  roads,  sent  a force  of  about  200 
mounted  men  of  Biddle’s  along  the  Kingston  road  with  orders  to 
move  forward  till  they  found  the  enemy  and  then  attack.  They 
found  them  about  2i  miles  out  and,  deploying  the  whole  force  as 
skirmishers,  attacked  at  once.  The  enemy’s  advance,  evidently  (as 
intended)  supposing  them  the  cover  of  a larger  force,  did  not  attempt 
to  drive  them  until  a considerable  force  came  uj).  At  11  a.  m.  the 
enemy  were  pressing  us  heavily  on  both  roads  and  turning  Hart- 
ranft’s right.  Humphrey  charged  and  drove  them  back  on  the  Lenoir 
road,  Hartranft’s  forces  holding  them  back  on  the  other.  All  the 
artillery  and  trains  having  passed  the  junction  of  the  roads,  and 
White  being  in  position  beyond  the  creek,  at  Campbell’s  Station,  in 
accordance  with  orders,  I prepared  to  withdraw,  having  first  placed 
Morrison’s  brigade,  of  the  First  Division,  below  the  junction  of  the 
two  roads,  with  its  right  and  left  extending  to  them,  and  sending 
Biddle  and  Gittings’  section  of  battery  to  the  rear,  followed  by  the 
troops  of  Ferrero  and  Hartranft  not'  in  position. 

Having  all  the  troops  remaining  now  on  the  same  line,  I ordered 
them  to  retire,  and  they  fell  back  slowly  to  their  new  positions ; 
Humphrey  first,  on  the  left,  followed  by  Morrison  and  Sigfried,  which, 
in  our  new  position,  placed  Christ’s  brigade,  of  Ferrero’s  division,  on 
the  extreme  right,  with  Morrison  next,  and  Humphrey  in  support  of 
batteries.  General  White  holding  the  center.  Hartranft  was  placed 
next,  holding  the  left,  with  one  regiment  in  support  of  batteries  and 
one  in  reserve,  out  of  ammunition. 

Benjamin’s  battery  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  Knoxville  road, 
with  Gittings  on  his  right  and  von  Sehlen  and  Buckley  in  the  rear, 
Roemer’s  battery  being  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy  attacked 
here  at  12  rn.  Shortly  after  opening  fire  the  rified  guns  were  moved 
to  the  left  of  the  road,  Benjamin  being  nearest  the  road,  with  Gittings 
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on  his  left,  the  three  guns  of  von  Sehlen  on  his  right  and  rear,  and 
Roemer  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Gittings,  in  reserve. 

The  enemy  now  annoyed  Christ’s  right  so  much  that  he  had  to 
change  his  front  in  that  direction.  Buckley,  executing  the  same 
movement,  commenced  shelling  the  wood  on  the  right,  with  good 
effect,  and  the  enemy’s  progress  in  that  direction  was  checked. 

At  this  time,  by  direction  of  General  Burnside,  I sent  Captain 
Coddington,  one  of  my  aides,  with  two  companies  of  mounted  men 
to  reconnoiter  on  the  right.  He  passed  along  the  skirt  of  the  woods 
and  over  the  hill  to  the  right  to  a point  where  he  could  see  the  next 
valley.  Finding  nothing,  he  returned,  leaving  his  men  behind  the 
edge  of  the  woods  to  the  right.  I also  sent  two  companies  of  the 
One  hundredth  and  twelfth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  down  the 
Concord  road,  which,  running  beyond  our  left,  entered  the  Knoxville 
road  in  our  rear.  The  enemy  having  established  his  batteries,  shelled 
us  severely.  General  White’s  batteries  being  about  out  of  ammu- 
nition, were  withdrawn  and  placed  in  position  on  a hill  to  the  rear 
by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Bowen,  of  my  staff. 

About  2.30  I received  a report  from  the  mounted  force  sent  on  the 
Concord  road,  that  they  had  met  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  that  the 
enemy  were  crossing  the  road  and  moving  through  the  woods  to  our 
left. 

I shortly  after  received  an  order  to  prepare  for  withdrawing  to  a 
more  favorable  position  on  the  hill  in  our  rear.  I first  sent  Buckley 
and  von  Sehlen,  with  his  three  guns,  to  the  rear,  followed  by  Ben- 
jamin and  Gittings,  who  were  placed  on  the  right  of  the  road,  Roe- 
mer  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  troops  in  reserve  were 
also  sent  to  the  rear. 

As  soon  as  Benjamin  and  Gittings  opened  from  their  new  position, 
I ordered  Ferrero  and  Hartranft  to  retire  on  the  right  and  left, 
while  Chapin’s  command,  relieving  on  the  center,  covered  the  move- 
ment. Roemer’s  guns  were  withdrawn  at  the  same  time. 

These  movements  being  executed  at  our  leisure,  although  under  a 
hot  fire,  occupied  considerable  time,  and  our  new  line  was  not  estab- 
lished until  about  4 p.  m.,  Ferrero  being  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
with  Hartranft  on  our  left,  with  Roemer’s  guns  and  a regiment  of 
W1  life’s  between  his  right  and  the  road,  the  rest  of  White’s  com- 
mand being  in  Hartranft’s  rear.  Hartranft  had  scarcely  formed  his 
line  and  thrown  out  his  skirmishers  when  he  received  a fire  from 
the  woods  on  his  left  in  his  flank  and  rear.  He  at  once  changed 
front  with  his  left,  throwing  some  skirmishers  in  the  woods.  At 
this  moment  the  enemy  were  reported  getting  a battery  in  position 
on  a high  hill  on  our  left,  with  which  to  enfilade  our  line.  Simul- 
taneously, a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  came  in  sight,  moving 
across  some  cleared  ground  about  half  way  up  the  hill.  Roenier. 
who  was  just  getting  into  position,  changed  front  to  the  left  tuid 
opened  a hot  fire  on  them.  They  immediately  fell^  back  precipi- 
tately and  in  confusion,  and  were  followed  by  4heir  skirmishers,  who 
ran  out  of  the  woods  to  our  left.  The  enemy’s  infantry  now  seemed 
to  have  come  to  a halt,  and  made  no  further  aggressive  demonstra- 
tion, their  batteries,  however,  keeping  up  a hot  fire  until  sundown. 

Just  before  sunset  General  Burnside  ordered  me  to  retire  to  Knox- 
ville, sending  Ferrero  forward,  followed  by  the  artillery  and  wagons, 
with  Hartranft  next,  and  I was  also  directed  to  send  Biddle,  with  his 
mounted  force  and  a section  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Bartlett, 
Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  to  report  to  General  White,  who,  it  w;as  under- 
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stood,  would  bring  up  the  rear.  I accordingly  withdrew  leisurely, 
about  6,  the  enemy  evincing  not  the  least  disposition  to  trouble  us, 
and  we  heard  no  more  of  them. 

It  was  understood  that  the  forces  in  our  front  were  the  divisions 
of  McLaws  and  Jenkins,  of  Longstreet’s  command. 

Arriving  near  Knoxville  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  of  the  17tli, 
we  waited  until  daylight  enabled  us  to  take  up  the  ijositions  desig- 
nated for  the  command.  My  total  strength,  including  Biddle,  was 
about  3,500  ; my  losses  in  the  troops  belonging  to  the  Ninth  Corps 
were  26  killed,  166  wounded,  and  57  missing ; total,  249.  I have  re- 
ceived no  report  of  the  loss  in  the  mounted  force,  their  report  prob- 
ably having  been  made  to  General  Shackelford,  to  whose  command 
they  belong.  Among  the  missing  are  included  some  few  wounded, 
too  badly  hurt  to  move,  and  a few  left  at  my  first  position  beyond 
the  Kingston  road;  the  ambulances  having  got  too  far  to  the  rear,  we 
were  unable  to  get  enough  up  in  time  to  move  all.  The  rest  are 
stragglers  or  a few  detached  pickets  that  the  enemy  succeeded  in  cut- 
ting off.  I desire  to  call  attention  to  the  skill,  energy,  and  bravery 
of  all  my  officers  and  men,  and  particularly  to  General  Ferrero  and 
Colonel  Hartranft,  and  Colonels  Sigfried,  Humphrey,  and  Biddle.  To 
Hartranft’s  energy  and  prudence,  we  are  in  a great  measure  indebted 
for  our  success  in  getting  off  ail  our  artillery,  and  in  preventing  the 
enemy  from  getting  on  our  line  of  retreat  at  the  junction  of  the 
Kingston  road ; it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  may  speedily  receive  the 
promotion  so  long  and  so  well  deserved.  Lieutenant  Fletcher  also 
rendered  much  valuable  assistance. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  gal- 
lantry and  efficient  and  cheerful  services,  and  particularly  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Bowen  and  Babcock,  assistant  adjutant-general  and 
inspector-general  of  the  corps,  for  important  services  on  the  march  and 
in  action.  The  whole  command  was  almost  continuously  under  arms, 
marching,  maneuvering,  and  fighting  for  three  days  and  nights,  in 
bad  weather,  over  the  worst  of  roads,  and  in  front  of  a largely  superior  , 
force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  Richmond,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  20,  1863. 
Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  effective  strength  of  the 
Ninth  Corps,  as  returned  by  division  commanders  November  19  and 
20,  as  follows : 


Command. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  j 
men. 

Total.  1 

, 1 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

First  Brigade 

45 

601 

Second  Brigade 

54 

743 

Third  Brigade 

78 

3 

803 

Battery  L,  Second  New  York  Artillery 

192 

Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery 

4 

106 

Total  of  First  Division 

184 

2,445 

2,629 
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Command. 

Officers. ! 

1 

Enlisted  j 

men. 

Total,  j 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

G1 

M 

ri9 

70G 

Total  of  Second  Division 

9.5 

1,425 

1,520 

UNATTACHED. 

Battery  E,  Second  U.  S.  Artilleiy 

2 

4 

15 

[ 

87 

76 

150 

i 

Batteries  L and  M,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery  

Seventy-ninISi  New  York  Volunteers 

1 

Total  unattached 

21 

313 
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RECAPITULATION. 

First  Division 

184 

95 

21 

2,445 

1,425 

313 

Second  Division 

Unattached 

Total  of  corps 

300 

4, 183 

4,4a3 

f 

The  disposition  of  the  command  is  as  follows  : 

The  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  holds  the  left  of  the  line  of  de- 
fense, commencing  at  the  river  at  a point  to  the  left  of  Powell’s 
house  and  extending  to  Fort  Sanders  on  the  right  of  the  Kingston 
road. 

The  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  holds  the  line  from  Fort  San- 
ders to  a point  to  the  right  about  midway  between  the  fort  and  Sec- 
ond Creek. 

The  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  holds  the  line  from  the  right 
of  the  Third  Brigade  to  where  Second  Creek  passes  under  the  rail- 
road, connecting  with  the  left  of  the  Second  Division. 

The  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  with  one  regiment  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  holds  the  crest  of  the  bluif  between  Gay  street  and 
Second  Creek,  the  left  connecting  with  the  Second  Brigade,  First 
* Division,  the  right  extending  to  Gay  street. 

The  two  remaining  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Di- 
vision, occupy  the  field  on  the  north  side  of  Gay  street,  the  right  of 
the  brigade  resting  near  First  Creek  and  connecting  with  General 
White’s  line. 

Fort  Sanders  is  garrisoned  by  Battery  E,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery, 
and  Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  supported  by  the  Sev- 
enty-ninth Regiment  Kew  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  Battery  L, 
Second  Yew  York  Artillery,  occupies  the  ground  of  the  seminary, 
supported  by  four  companies  of  infantry  of  the  First  Division,  num- 
bering about  160  men. 

Batteries  L and  M,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  are  posted  on  the  bluff 
overlooking  the  railroad  depot  about  the  center  of  the  line  held  by 
the  Second  Division.  The  Fifteenth  Indiana  Battery  is  x>osted  in 
the  field  to  the  right  of  Gay  street,  near  the  right  of  line  of  Second 
Division. 

Four  companies  of  infantry  from  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion, with  a portion  of  the  First  Brigade,  occupy  the  rifle-pits  from 
the  left  of  Fort  Sanders  to  the  Kingston  road. 

Powell’s  house  to  the  left  of  the  Kingston  road  has  been  barricaded 
and  loopholed  for  musketry,  and  the  house  of  Mr.  Barnes,  on  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line  of  the  First  Division,  is  occupied  by  a com- 
pany of  infantry. 
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111  front  of  the  Second  Division,  at  the  railroad  depot,  are  sevej'al 
brick  buildings,  which  have  been  loopholed  and  are  occupied  by 
small  parties  of  infantry. 

First  and  Second  Creeks  have  been  dammed,  forming  a.  barrier  in 
front  of  fully  two-thirds  of  the  [ground]  held  by  the  Second  Divis- 
ion. 

Benjamin’s  and  Buckley’s  batteries,  as  above  stated,  defend  Fort 
Sanders.  Roemer’s,  Edwards’,  and  Von  Sehlen’s  batteries  are  pro- 
tected by  earth-works,  the  two  latter  by  cotton-bale  embrasures. 

The  entire  front  held  by  the  corps  is  a line  of  rifle-jiits,  in  advance 
.of  which,  at  varying  distance,  is  a line  of  skirmishers.  In  front  of 
the  Second  Division  the  distance  is  some  800  yards,  a strong  ixisition 
and  well  protected.  The  intrenched  line  held  by  the  First  Division 
is  about  Id  miles  in  length  ; that  held  by  the  Second  Division  about 
five-eighths  of  a mile.  The  skirmish  line  of  the  Second  Division 
covers  a front,  in  direct  line  from  flank  to  flank,  of  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding . 

Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  Richmond, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Knoxville,  November  24,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  offer  the  following  report  of  the 
transactions  on  my  front  during  the  night  of  the  23d  and  morning 
of  the  24th  instant : 

About  half  past  8 on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  it  being  then  quite 
dark  and  hazy,  the  enemy  suddenly  advanced  in  force  on  my  front, 
near  the  Clinton  road. 

The  enemy  were  not  perceived  until  well  up  with  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers, when  they  poured  in  a heavy  Are,  driving  our  men  in  and  fol- 
lowing them  up  closely.  The  firing  parties  barely  had  time  to  fire  the 
buildings,  and  some  of  them  were  taken  before  they  could  make  their 
escape.  Many  of  the  Ares  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  under 
[control],  but  several  houses  were  in  flames,  particularly  the  machine 
shops  and  round-house  on  the  railroad  occupied  by  the  ordnance  de- 
partment, which  last  contained  a good  deal  of  explosive  material  and 
prevented  any  farther  advance  of  the  enemy,  if  such  was  medi- 
tated. The  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  right  fell  back  just  far  enough 
to  protect  their  flanks,  but  no  farther.  Colonel  Hartranft,  as  soon 
as  it  was  possible,  from  the  subsidence  of  the  fires,  advanced  his 
skirmishers  through  the  burning  ruins,  but  they  were  unable  to  re- 
cover all  their  ground,  the  enemy  occupying  it  in  considerable  force, 
with  men  in  all  the  buildings  in  which  they  had  succeeded  in  extin- 
guishing the  fires.  I ordered  Colonel  Hartranft  to  make  his  arrange- 
ments to  recover  all  the  lost  ground  at  daylight  in  the  morning. 
For  this  purpose  he  detailed  the  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers and  the  Twenty-flrst  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  the  whole 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hawkes.  Reilly’s  brigade, 
Hascall’s  division.  Twenty-third  Corps,  supplied  their  places  in  the 
rifle-pits,  the  rest  of  Reilly’s  brigade  being  held  in  reserve  in  the 
town.  I also  sent  a note  to  General  Ferrero  to  watch  his  opjwrtu- 
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nity,  and  if,  on  Hartranft's  advance,  a favorable  opportunity  should 
occur,  to  seize  and  occupy  the  enemy’s  advanced  rifle-pits  in  front  of 
his  right,  the  fire  of  which  was  annoying  us  in  our  works. 

The  attacking  force  formed  on  the  line  of  skirmishers  at  daylight 
and  moved  rapidly  forward,  taking  the  enemy  somewhat  by  surprise, 
recovering  all  the  lost  ground  and  re-establishing  our  line  of  skir- 
mishers on  the  old  ground.  About  the  same  time  the  Second  Michi- 
gan Volunteers,  detailed  by  Ferrero  for  that  duty,  dashed  at  the 
rifle-pits  before  mentioned  through  a severe  fire,  drove  the  enemy, 
and  occupied  them.  Unfortunately,  they  afforded  but  little  shelter! 
The  enemy’s  main  line  was  right  in  front,  strongly  occupied,  and 
our  troops  were  exposed  to  a severe  enfilading  fire  from  their  left. 
They  held  this  position  for  half  an  hour,  but  finding  it  untenable! 
they  retired  after  a loss  of  50  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  including 
the  major  and  adjutant,  who  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  Hartranft’s 
loss  amounted  to  22,  including  2 officers  wounded  and  5 men  killed. 

I have  to  congratulate  myself  on  the  gallant  conduct  of  all  the 
men  engaged,  expressing,  at  the  same  time,  the  regret  I feel  for  the 
serious  loss  sustained  by  the  gallant  Second  Michigan.  I inclose 
copies  of  the  reports  of  General  Ferrero  and  Colonel  Hartranft. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 

B rkjdier-  General , Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  Richmond, 

Assistant  Adjidant-  General. 


Legg’s  House,  near  Chesterfield, 

December  8,  1863 — 2 a.  m. 


Major:  The  enemy  have  their  rear  about  5 miles  beyond  this  side 
of  Blain’s  Cross-Roads.  General  Shackelford  is  up  with  them  ; they 
won’t  move  any  faster  than  they  are  obliged  to.  I don’t  think  they 
have  any  infantry  this  side  of  Rutledge.  Foster  (Colonel)  was  at 
Powder  Mill  Gap  to-day,  skirmishing  with  Jones.  Chapin’s  brigade 
is  here ; Hascall’s  division,  I hear,  crossed  the  river  at  Armstrong’s 
Ferry,  and  went  to  Strawberry  Plains.  My  command  is  under  orders 
to  move  at  daylight,  which  will  be  countermanded,  and  we  won’t 
move  till  further  orders.  I think  if  we  are  going  beyond  this  we 
ought  to  move  on  without  delay;  there  are  indications  of  a storm, 
which,  if  it  comes,  is  going  to  make  marching  bad  on  these  roads, 
and  give  us  trouble  with  our  artillery. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 

Brigadier-General. 


Major  Van  Buren. 

Aide-de- Camp. 


5 


McKinney’s,  i Mile  East  op  Blain’s  Cross-Roads. 

December  8,  1863 — 3.45  p.  m. 

General  : At  noon  to-day  General  Shackelford  was  at  Powder 
Spring  Gap  road,  6 miles  east  of  this.  The  last  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  left  that  point  early  in  tlie  morning.  All  of  the  infantry 
had  passed  here  by  Sunday  morning.  Early  Sunday  afternoon 
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Hood’s  division  was  at  Rutledge,  and  McLaws’  on  the  road  this  side, 
both  moving  east ; all  the  cavalry  in  rear  passed  Sunday  and  Sunday 
• night  except  one  brigade  (four  regiments),  which  remained  between 
this  and  Westfield  (Chesterfield  on  the  map),  and  left  in  a hurry  yes- 
terday afternoon.  The  last,  a rear  guard  of  30  men,  passed  about 
sundown.  The  cavalry  on  the  Powder  Spring  Gap  road,  over  Cop- 
per Ridge,  left  last  night,  blockading  the  road  behind  them.  Arm- 
strong’s division  of  cavalry  passed  through  Rutledge  on  Sunday  in 
advance  cf  the  infantry  of  McLaws’  division,  and  probably  some 
other.  Most  of  their  trains  and  artillery  passed  here  Friday,  and 
Saturday  some  cavalry  and  some  wagons  and  probably  a small  force 
of  infantry  took  the  road  below  Westfield  to  Strawberry  Plains. 

Bushrod  Johnson  passed  Saturday  night  at  this  point ; Jones’  com- 
mand seems  to  have  been  on  the  road  to  Cumberland  Gap,  to  cover 
the  flank  of  the  column.  The  enemy  reported  that  they  were  going 
to  Virginia  and  some  to  Georgia  ; seem  to  have  moved  in  good  order, 
and  with  no  signs  of  demoralization  or  stragglers ; some  deserters 
among  the  Tennessee  troops,  but  not  many.  They  were  marching 
their  infantry  at  fair  average  rate. 

The  roads  are  sticky,  and  a little  rain  is  going  to  make  them  bad. 
I am  having  some  trouble  now  with  artillery  and  teams  and  a good 
deal  of  straggling,  partly  because  the  men  are  so  badly  shod  and  are 
weak,  and  partly  in  search  of  food.  All  the  enemy’s  infantry  and 
artillery  were  more  than  two  full  days  ahead  of  this  point  last  night. 
If  they  moved  on  Monday  as  they  did  on  Sunday,  I don’t  think  it 
jmssible  for  us  to  get  near  them  unless  they  halt.  General  Shackel- 
ford is  looking  for  Colonel  Foster’s  division  to  come  up  ; it  was  to 
have  been  here  at  11  a.  m.,  but  I cannot  learn  that  it  has  passed  yet. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Parke, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — I am  picketing  the  roads  above  here,  but  caiiT  learn  any- 
thing of  any  enemy.  Citizens  have  a rumor  that  General  Ransom  had 
started  from  Virginia  with  10,000  men  to  join  Tiongstreet,  but  turned 
back. 


A^o.  11. 

Itinerary  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  October  20-December  31,  1803. 

October  20  [corps  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.],  the  First  Division  marched 
toward  Loudon  Bridge,  a distance  of  about  30  miles. 

October  22,  the  Second  Division  proceeded  by  cars  to  Loudon 
Bridge,  arriving  same  day ; the  First  Division  also  arrived  at  Lou- 
don Bridge,  ana  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  to  Loudon. 

October  28,  the  First  Division,  with  part  of  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  evacuated  Loudon,  and  marched  back  0 miles  to  Lenoir’s 
Station. 

October  31,  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  and  troops  are  stationed 
at  Lenoir’s  Station,  East  Tenn. , with  the  exception  of  the  Third  Bri- 
gade, Second  Division,  which  is  on  detached  service  at  Cumberland 


* From  retiuiis  toi-  Octol)er,  November,  and  December. 
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Gap,  Ky.,  and  Battery  D,  Independent  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Artillery,  on  detached  service  at  Covington,  Ky. 

November  1,  headquarters  of  corps  and  troops  were  stationed  at 
Lenoir’s  Station,  East  Tenn. , a distance  of  25  miles  from  Knoxville, 
on  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad. 

November  6,  Batteries  L and  M,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  proceeded 
to  Knoxville  and  encamped  there. 

November  14,  the  corps  broke  camp  (except  the  artillery)  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Loudon,  a distance  of  6 miles,  to  meet  the  enemy,  who 
were  crossing  at  Huff’s  Ferry  with  two  divisions,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet.  The  wagon  trains  were  ^ordered  to 
Knoxville,  arriving  there  safely  on  the  16th  instant. 

November  15,  Batteries  L and  M,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  arrived  at 
Lenoir’s  Station  from  Knoxville.  At  9 a.  m.  the  First  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  relieved  General  White’s  skirmishers  that  had  been 
falling  back  slowly  before  the  enemy.  Our  artillery  arrived  from 
Lenoir’s  Station,  and  the  corps  engaged  the  enemy,  falling  back 
slowly  and  in  good  order  to  Lenoir’s  Station,  arriving  there  the 
afteriioon  of  the  same  day.  The  enemy  appearing  on  our  front 
again,  the  First  Division  was  ordered  in  position  to  meet  them  on 
the  Kingston  road.  They  remained  in  position  until  daybreak  next 
morning.  At  8 p.  m.  same  day  the  Second  Division,  with  Battery 
E,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  was  ordered  to  fall  back  toward  Knox- 
ville. 

November  16,  at  daybreak,  the  First  Division,  with  its  artillery, 
was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Campbell’s  Station,  arriving  there  at  1 1 
a.  m.  At  5 a.  m.  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  was  moved 
quickly  forward  to  Camjjbell’s  Station,  to  occupy  the  road  between 
that  place  and  Kingston.  At  9 a.  m.  the  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  and  Battery  E,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  arrived  at  Camj:)- 
bell’s  Station.  The  line  of  battle  was  then  formed.  The  enemy 
attacked  us  in  large  force,  but  was  repulsed  with  severe  loss.  At 
dusk  the  corps  fell  back  to  Knoxville,  the  First  Division  arriving  at 
midnight,  the  Second  Division  at  daybreak  next  morning. 

November  17,  our  line  was  formed  around  Knoxville,  and  the 
troops  were  immediately  set  to  work  constructing  earth-works  for 
the  batteries  and  rifle-pits  for  themselves. 

November  18,  the  enemy  apj^eared  on  our  front ; skirmishing  com- 
menced, and  continued  daily  until  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  29th, 
when,  at  5 a.  m.,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  and  six  regiments  of 
the  enemy  charged  upon  that  portion  of  our  works  known  as  Fort 
Sanders.  It  was  occupied  by  Battery  E,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery, 
and  supported  by  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Second 
Michigan,  and  a detachment  from  the  Twenty -ninth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  numbering,  in  all,  about  300  men.  They  repulsed  the 
enemy,  killing,  wounding,  and  capturing  about  750  of  the  enemy, 
with  3 stand  of  colors.  Nothing  more  of  note  transpired  u])  to  the 
date  of  this  return,  except  that  the  enemy  is  intrenching  himself 
and  constructing  breastworks  for  the  batteries,  and  preparing  to 
besiege  the  city.  Both  ours  and  the  enemy’s  outposts  have  con- 
structed earth-works  for  themselves,  and  are  continually  skirmish- 
ing with  each  other,  the  distance  from  our  outposts  to  those  of  the 
enemy  not  being  more  than  150  yards. 

November  30,  remained  in  the  same  position  as  that  taken  on  the 
1 7th  instant,  awaiting  the  enemy  to  advance  on  our  works.  TIk^ 
Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  are  still  on  detached  se]*vic(‘  at 
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Cumberland  Gap,  and  Battery  I),  ludepeiideiit  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Artillery,  at  Covington,  Ky. 

December  1,  headquarters  of  the  corps  were  stationed  at  Knoxville, 
East  Tenn.  The  troops  were  in  the  rifle-pits  around  the  city,  closely 
besieged  by  the  enemy. 

December  4,  re-enforcements  arrive  for  us  from  Chattanooga. 

December  5,  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  raise  the  siege.  They 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Rutledge,  East  Tenn.,  a distance  of  35 
miles  from  Knoxville. 

December  7,  the  corps  started  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  except 
Battery  E,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  whose  guns  are  too  heavy  to 
transport  over  the  bad  roads  that  are  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

December  9,  the  corps  arrived  at  Rutledge. 

December  13,  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  was  ordered  to 
Farley’s  Mills,  about  7i  miles  northeast  of  Rutledge,  on  the  Holston 
River.  The  enemy  commenced  to  shell  them  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  when  they  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  within  3 miles 
of  Rutledge. 

December  14,  the  First  Division  fell  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads. 

December  15,  the  Second  Division  fell  back  toward  Blain’s  Cross- 
Roads. 

December  16,  12  m.,  the  Second  Division  halted  within  2 miles  of 
Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  formed  line  of  battle,  and  remained  in  that 
position  during  the  afternoon,  our  cavalry  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  half  a mile  in  advance  of  our  line  during  the  whole  after- 
noon. 

December  17,  the  cavalry  was  withdrawn  from  our  front,  the  ene- 
my’s sharpshooters  following  them  up  to  our  infantry  line,  when 
slight  skirmishing  commenced,  without  any  loss. 

December  18,  drove  back  the  enemy  4 miles,  and  posted  our  infantry 
pickets  and  established  the  troops  in  camp. 

December  22,  the  enemy,  under  cover  of  the  night,  retreated  to  the 
south  side  of  Holston  River. 

December  31,  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  and  troops  are  en- 
camped near  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  East  Tenn.,  a distance  of  18  miles 
from  Knoxville.  Battery  D,  Independent  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Artillery,  and  ^ Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  still  remain  on 
detached  service,  the  first  at  Covington,  Ky.,  and  the  latter  at  Cum- 
iDerland  Gap. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Samuel  N.  Benjamin,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery, 

Chief  of  Artillery. 


West  Point, 
December  20,  [1863.] 

Major-General  Burnside, 

U.  S.  Army: 

Dear  General  : Inclosed  you  will  find  an  account  of  the  siege  of 
Fort  Sanders,  giving  the  plan  of  the  defense  and  a description  of  the 
assault.  It  is  miserably  written,  but  I had  to  hurry  it,  as  I am  very 
busy,  and  could  hardly  get  time  to  write  at  all ; so  please  excuse 
mistakes  and  all  deficiencies.  The  whole  affair  lasted  full  three- 
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quarters  of  an  hour,  and  tlie  actual  light  at  the  ditch  and  on  the 
parapet  over  twenty  minutes.  During'  the  flag  of  truce  I talked 
with  many  officers,  among  them  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander, 
chief  of  artillery  on  General  Longstreet’s  staff,  who  spoke  highly  of 
our  maneuvering  at  the  battle  of  Campbell’s  Station. 

I claim  credit  mainly  for  building  up  the  work,  getting  it  properly 
garrisoned,  and,  above  all,  for  drawing  the  attack  on  the  northwest 
salient.  If  the  assault  had  been  made  anywhere  else  it  would  have 
succeeded.  During  the  assault  I handled  the  troops,  giving  all 
orders  and  seeing  to  their  execution. 

The  greatest  credit  is  of  course  due  to  the  men,  who  fought  splen- 
didly. I saw  one  man  use  an  ax. 

I put  my  pistol  within  6 inches  of  a rebel’s  face  and  pulled  trigger 
three  times.  They  were  on  the  exterior  crest  of  the  parapet  all  the 
time. 

Wishing  you  success  and  happiness,  and  hoping  that  you  may 
have  a command  soon, 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

SAMUEL  N.  BENJAMIN, 

Captain,  Second  Artillery. 

FORT  SANDERS. 

On  the  morning  of  November  17,  1863,  in  accordance  with  orders, 
I posted  Gittings’  battery  near  the  depot ; Roemer’s  at  Seminary 
Hill ; Buckley’s  and  Benjamin’s  on  the  ridge  to  the  northwest  of 
the  town,  about  1 mile  out  and  north  of  the  main  road  to  Camjj- 
bell’s  Station.  Here  a bastion  work  (square)  had  been  commenced, 
and  was  about  one-fourth  finished  on  three  fronts — fourth  front  not 
commenced.  It  afforded  no  protection,  nor  could  a gun  be  dragged 
into  it  until  four  hours’  work  with  200  negroes  had  made  ways  and 
cleared  places  for  them.  I assumed  command  by  your  order,  and 
planned  the  defense. 

The  line  held  by  our  troops  made  a right  angle  here,  with  the  fort 
at  the  angle.  The  northwest  bastion  being  the  salient  of  the  angle, 
folloAving  its  capital  less  than  80  yards  from  the  fort,  was  an  abrupt 
descent,  running  into  a large  thick  wood ; the  descent  covered  with 
a thin  growth  of  pines.  • 

By  dint  of  persuasion,  and  demonstrating  the  impossibility  of 
holding  this  position  otherwise,  I prevailed  on  General  Ferrero  to 
occupy  the  hill  due  south  from  the  fort,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road 
to  Campbell’s  Station.  (Fire  from  that  point  would  have  taken 
much  of  our  line  in  reverse. ) 

The  northwest  bastion  was  the  point  to  attack,  if  the  rebels  could 
be  induced  to  attack  the  earth- work  instead  of  the  low  breastwork 
or  rifle-pit  thrown  up  by  the  men. 

At  the  fort  were  four  20-pounder  Parrotts,  four  light  12-pounders, 
and  two  3-inch  guns  (Buckley’s  other  two  guns  I placed  on  the  hill 
to  the  south).  I left  the  fort  open  in  the  rear,  the  rifle-pits  running 
from  the  ends  of  the  gorge  south  to  the  river  and  east  up  by  the 
town.  I procured  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  for  gar- 
rison (about  125  strong),  and  in  case  of  attack  on  the  fort  four  com- 
panies of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  were  to  enter  it  and  post  them- 
selves at  the  point  assaulted.  I placed  the  guns  so  as  to  sweep 
thoroughly  all  approach  to  the  rifle-pits,  leaving  a large  section  with- 
out Are  in  front  of  the  salient  of  the  northwest  bastion  to  induce  them 
to  assault  there.  Work  went  on  night  and  day  under  my  sole  direc- 
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lion  The  engineer  officers  of  the  cor|)S  being  occupied  on  other 
parts  of  the  line,  no  assistance  or  advice  was  askecf  or  received, 
except  I altered  a portion  of  their  rifle-pits  so  as  to  contract  the  line 
and  not  he  forced  to  hre  over  onr  own  men.  The  first  day  of  the 
siege,  before  the  enemy  had  closed  in,  I dug  two  lines  of  pits  for  the 
pickets,  about  80  and  30  yards  from  the  fort — the  second  line  to  rally 
in  if  driven  from  the  first. 

On  the  20th  instant,  at  my  request,  the  Seventeenth  Michigan 
made  a sortie  in  the  night,  driving  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  l)urning 
a house  which  they  occupied.  The  rebel  sharpshooters  were  very 
annoying,  causing  casualties  in  the  fort  every  day.  I stuck  brush 
in  the  parapet,  along  the  interior  crest,  so  as  to  screen  us  from  sight, 
and  enable  us  to  look  out  without  being  seen.  I also  covered  the 
embrasures  with  bags  and  barrels,  so  arranged  as  to  see  out  without 
being  seen. 

On  the  21st,  the  enemy  had  a parallel  about  300  yards  off,  half 
enveloping  the  northwest  bastion.  General  Ferrero  had  now  taken 
up  quarters  in  the  fort,  in  a small  bomb-proof,  built  for  telegraphic 
operations. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  parallel  was 
made.  This  attack  I strongly  opposed. 

On  the  25th,  a battery  was  discovered  on  the  other  bank  of  the 
Holston,  150  feet  above  us  (six  guns),  commanding  and  having  a 
view  of  all  in  the  fort.  They  also  had  on  west  front  an  embrasure 
battery  of  six  12-pounders  and  one  20-pounder  Parrott ; on  north 
front,  embrasure  battery,  of  two  20-pounder  Parrotts,  same  two  3- 
inch  guns,  two  other  two-gun  batteries,  caliber  unknown  (probably 
3-inch).  These  varied  from  700  to  1,500  yards  in  distance  from  us — 
the  one  across  the  river  2,500  yards.  Every  man 'in  the  fort  had  his 
place  assigned  him,  and  ate  and  slept  at  his  place,  so,  on  an  alarm, 
they  only  rose  and  crouched  by  the  x>arapet.  At  night  .1  man  in  4 
was  aAvake,  2 officers  and  2 non-commissioned  officers,  besides  the 
regular  guard  on  picket.  On  an  alarm,  each  man  then  uj)  woke  the 
three  sleeping  near  him  ; thus  the  garrison  was  at  once  ready  for  an 
attack.  I made  an  embrasure  in  such  manner  tliat,  by  taking  out  a 
few  shovels  of  earth,  I could  train  a gun  On  the  northwest  bastion, 
sweeping  its  ditch  and  parapet.  The  parapet  there  was  strength- 
ened. The  whole  fort  was  well  fitted  with  traverses  to  protect  our 
men,  as  the  enemy  had  a reverse  and  enfilading  fire  on  each  front. 
In  front  of  tlie  northwest  bastion  I made  an  abatis,  concealed  from 
the  enemy  by  a small  rise  of  ground,  and  inside  of  the  abatis  a little 
entanglement  of  telegraph  wire.  We  worked  night  and  day,  but 
still  at  many  jjlaces  we  went  out  and  in  the  fort  over  the  parapet 
and  through  the  shallow  ditch.  The  work  was  now  known  as  Fort 
Sanders,  and  was  very  weak,  and  should  have  fallen  by  the  ordi- 
nary chances  of  warfare;  but  the  garrison  were  picked  men.  We 
had  many  alarms  and  exchanged  shots  from  time  to  time  with  the 
enemy. 

About  10  p.  m.,  November  28,  the  enemy  captured  most  of  the 
outer  line  of  pickets,  and  drove  the  others  into  the  fort.  Skir- 
mishing and  firing  continued  for  two  hours;  at  the  end  of  which 
time  we  had  not  a picket  20  yards  out  from  the  fort,  and  the  enemy 
had  secured  the  crest  of  the  ridge  which  the  work  was  on,  beneath 
which  they  could  mass  troops  night  or  day.  within  80  yards  of  the 
work,  without  our  knowledge.  In  spite  of  the  opposite  opinion  held 
by  most,  I prepared  for  an  attack  at  daybreak. 
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On  the  29th,  I rose  early,  roused  and  warned  all  the  men,  and  had 
every  one  posted,  watching  for  the  attack.  A little  after  6.30  a.  m. 
the  enemy  opened  furiously  on  the  fort,  with  over  twenty  guns,  and 
also  swept  the  parapets  and  rained  through  the  embrasures  a heavy 
lire  of  musketry  from  the  crest  of  the  ridge  80  to  100  yards  off.  I 
went  about  the  fort  enforcing  strict  silence,  and  seeing  that  the  men 
were  kept  close  against  the  parapet,  ready  to  rise  and  lire.  So  well 
had  I protected  the  fort  with  traverses,  and  also  owing  to  the  fog- 
making  it  quite  dusky,  no  one  was  hurt  by  this  lire  except  one  can- 
noneer. In  about  twenty  minutes  the  cannonade  slackened  some- 
what, and  the  musketry  fire  was  directed  on  the  northwest  bastion  ; 
at  the  same  time  a heavy  column  charged  on  a run  from  under  the 
ridge  upon  the  salient  of  bastion  (five  regiments  formed  the  column — 
as  near  as  I could  judge,  “ Column  by  division  closed  in  mass”  ). 
The  guns  were  triple-shotted  with  canister,  but  only  one  got  a shot 
at  them,  as  they  came  up  through  the  sector  without  fire.  They 
burst  through  the  abatis,  and  although  great  numbers  fell  flat  in  the 
entanglement,  the  weight  of  the  column  carried  them  promptly  over 
it.  They  lost  many  at  the  entanglement,  and  in  less  than  two  min- 
utes from  their  appearance,  they  were  in  the  ditch,  attempting  to 
scale  the  parapet.  As  they  endeavored  to  surround  the  fort,  the  two 
guns  in  the  bastion  poured  triple  rounds  of  canister  in  their  faces 
(not  10  yards  from  them),  and  I soon  had  the  flank  gun  firing  through 
the  ditch  and  across  the  salient.  They  climbed  the  parapet  contin- 
ually, but  only  to  be  shot  as  they  gained  the  top,  the  men  being 
ordered  to  fire  at  none  except  those  on  the  jDarapet.  I also  threw 
shells  with  my  own  hand  in  the  ditch,  to  explode  among  them. 
After  a while  they  began  to  fall  back,  but  another  column  coming 
up,  the  assault  was  pushed  more  savagely  than  ever,  and  three  of 
their  flags  were  planted  in  our  parapet.  At  length  they  again  fell 
back  in  great  confusion  to  the  ridge  from  which  they  charged,  leav- 
ing the  ground  strewn  with  dead  and  dying  and  three  colors  in  our 
possession. 

We  took  over  250  prisoners  unhurt,  17  of  them  commissioned 
officers  (we  were  not  250  strong  in  the  fort);  over  200  dead  and 
wounded  lay  in  the  ditch,  among  them  3 colonels.  One-half  in  the 
ditch  were  dead;  most  of  the  others  were  mortally  wounded.  We 
also  got  over  1,000  stand  of  arms.  The  prisoners  in  the  ditch  repre- 
sented eleven  regiments,  and  estimated  their  regiments  at  about  400 
.strong,  each. 

From  what  I learned  from  their  officers  and  from  what  I saw,  I 
gathered  the  following  plan  of  assault : Two  brigades  to  watch  and 
fire  on  our  lines,  one  brigade  to  assault,  and  two  more  to  support  it. 
Two  brigades  came  up  to  the  ditch.  The  party  actually  engaged  in 
the  assault  numbered  about  4,000  men,  not  including  reserves.  Of 
these  they  lost  from  1,300  to  1,500  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners; 
a very  large  proportion  killed,  and  a large  number  mortally 
wounded. 

In  the  fort  we  lost  13  men,  8 killed  and  5 wounded. 

General  Ferrero  was  in  the  little  bomb-proof,  and  I did  not  see 
him  outside,  nor  know  of  his  giving  an  order  during  the  fight.  The 
capture  of  the  fort  was  to  have  been  at  once  followed  by  a general 
assault  on  the  town,  their  whole  army  being  in  readiness. 

SAMUEL  N.  BENJAMIN, 
Lieutenant,  Second  U.  8.  Artillery, 
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Report  of  Capt.  Jacob  Roemer,  Battery  L,  Second  New  York 

Light  Artillery. 

Hdqrs.  Battery  L,  Second  New  York  Artillery, 

East  Tenn.  College,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  5,  1803. 

Sir  : The  battery  left  Lenoir’s  Station  November  14,  at  11  a.  m., 
marched  to  opposite  London ; bivouacked  the  night  under  heavy 
rain  and  storm  in  the  woods. 

The  15th,  at  4 a.  m.,  marched  back  to  near  Lenoir’s  Station  and 
took  position  on  the  left  of  the  road  at  11  a.  m.  At  9 p.  m.  a charge 
was  made  on  the  battery,  but  repulsed  ; fired  5 rounds. 

The  16th,  fell  back  to  Campbell’s  Station  ; received  a detail  of  13 
men  from  the  Twentieth  Michigan  Volunteers  to  assist  the  left  sec- 
tion, which  was  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat ; lost  1 horse  killed,  1 
wounded;  fired  12  rounds.  The  other  section  took  position  at 
Campbell’s  Station,  where  the  left  section  soon  joined  and  a general 
engagement  ensued.  The  battery  was  under  fire  from  11  a.  m.  till 
4.30  p.  m. ; fired  429  rounds. 

The  road  from  Lenoir’s  Station  to  Campbell’s  Station  was  very 
muddy  and  interrupted  with  deep  holes,  and  we  had  to  hitch  on 
sufficient  mule  teams  to  bring  the  pieces  and  caissons  along.  One 
baggage  wagon,  disabled  on  the  road,  was  burned  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Burnside,  with  all  its  contents  and  21  Enfield  rifles. 

One  man.  Private  William  Markland,  was  slightly  wounded, 
bruised  in  the  back  by  a piece  of  a shell.  One  teamster  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps  (name  not  known),  detailed  to  the  battery  with 
a pair  of  mules,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  back  by  a piece  of  a 
shell.  One  horse  killed,  2 wounded. 

During  the  night  marched  to  Knoxville,  distant  15  miles.  Ar- 
rived at  Knoxville  November  17,  at  5 a.  m.,  and  took  position  in  the 
breastworks  at  Tennessee  College.  The  cannoneers  commenced  to 
strengthen  and  widen  the  breastworks,  and  worked  every  day  till 
December  1,  when  they  finished  it. 

November  18,  fired  2 rounds.  The  19th,  fired  11  rounds.  The  20th, 
had  1 horse  killed  by  the  enemy’s  shell ; the  left  section  took  position 
in  Fort  Sanders.  The  23d,  fired  3 rounds.  The  24th,  fired  5 rounds. 
The  25th,  fired  9 rounds;  the  left  section  fired  5 rounds.  The  20th, 
fired  5 rounds.  The  27th,  fired  5 rounds ; the  left  section  fired  2 
rounds.  The  28th,  fired  12  rounds.  From  10.30  p.  m.  the  28th  till  7 
a.  m.  the  29th,  fired  169  rounds,  both  sections  together,  the  left  sec- 
tion in  Fort  Sanders.  Participated  in  repulsing  the  enemy’s  charge 
on  the  fort  at  6 a.  m.  The  29th,  1 horse  killed,  1 wounded.  The 
detailed  13  men  from  the  Twentieth  Michigan  Regiment  returned 
to  their  regiment  by  order  of  General  Ferrero.  The  30th,  fired  5 
rounds.  December  1,  fired  4 rounds.  The  2d,  fired  2 rounds ; the 
left  section  fired  2 rounds.  The  3d,  fired  3 rounds.  The  4th,  fired 
16  rounds ; the  left  section  fired  7 rounds.  December  1 the  axle  of 
the  first  piece  gave  way  ; repaired  the  4th  in  the  shop  at  Knoxville. 
The  battery  is  in  position  as  follows:  The  left  section  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Thomas  Heasley  in  Fort  Sanders.  The  right  section  is  in 
position  in  the  breastworks  at  Tennessee  College,  which  we  named 
Sybilla. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  themselves  in  the  fight,  as  well  as  on  the 
very  severe  marches,  alike  good,  and  though  they  were  all  the  time 
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on  short  rations,  had  in  day-time  to  work  on  the  breastworks,  and  ai 
night  to  be  on  guard  by  their  guns,  they  endured  every  hardship 
cheerfully  and  enjoy  a general  good  health. 

JACOB  ROEMEK, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Battery  L,  Second  New  York  Artillery. 


No.  14. 

Reports  of  Capt.  William  W.  Buckley,  Battery  D,  First  Rhode 
Island  Light  Artillery. 

Hdqrs.  Batty.  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Lt.  Arty., 

Fort  Sanders,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  5,  1808. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  battery  since  November  14: 

November  14. — Lay  in  camp  at  Lenoir  s Station  ready  to  move. 

November  15. — At  7.20  p.  m.  moved  toward  Campbeirs  Station. 
Arrived  at  9.30  a.  m.  November  16,  and  moved  into  position  on  left 
of  Loudon  and  Knoxville  road.  Engaged  enemy  at  11.80  a.  m. 
Fired  at  intervals  until  4 p.  m.,  then  withdrew  and  moved  1 mile  on 
road  toward  Knoxville.  At  5.80  p.  m.  moved  toward  Knoxville, 
arriving  at  10.30  p.  m. 

November  17. — At  10  a.  m.  moved  battery  into  Fort  Sanders. 

November  18. — Fired  a few  shots  at  enemy’s  skirmishers  in  brick 
house  on  Kingston  road.  Placed  one  gun  in  position  in  front  of 
Poiyelks  house. 

November  19. — Changed  position  of  guns  in  Fort  Sanders  and 
shelled  woods  on  right  of  dhe  fort. 

November  20,  21,  and  22. — Changed  positions  of  one  or  two  guns 
and  fired  shots  at  the  enemy’s  skirmishers. 

November  23. — Moved  two  guns  to  right  of  Second  Divisioii,  Ninth 
Army  Corps. 

November  24. — No  changes. 

November  25. — Shelled  woods  to  cover  ad  vance  of  Second  Michigan 
on  enemy’s  rifle-pits. 

November  26  and  27. — No  changes. 

November  28. — Shelled  enemy  in  the  evening  while  they  were  driv- 
ing in  our  skirmishers.  Fired  at  intervals  until  8 a.  m of  Novem- 
ber 29. 

November  29. — Engaged  enemy  at  daylight  until  7.80  a.  m.  Enemy 
charged  on  the  fort.  Fired  canister. 

November  30. — No  changes. 

December  1. — No  changes. 

December  2. — Fired  a few  shots  at  enemy’s  batteries  to  the  right 
of  the  fort,  and  also  at  enemy’s  infantry. 

December  3. — Shelled  enemy’s  rifle-pits. 

All  the  above  movements  and  operations,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  from 
Lieutenant  Benjamin,  commanding  Battery  E,  Second  U.  S.  Ar- 
tillery. 

On  the  march  from  Lenoir’s  Station  to  Knoxville  I was  obliged  to 
abandon  my  battery  wagon  body  and  contents  and  one  caisson- 
body,  OAving  to  my  horses  being  unable  to  draw  them.  I also  aban- 
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doned  one  caisson  body  wliicli  broke  down  on  the  road  and  could 
not  be  repaired.  Most  of  the  articles  aliandoned  were  destroyed  and 
rendered  useless. 

I have  expended  the  following  aniniunitioji  since  leaving  Lenoir's 
Station:  Twenty-five  solid  shot,  28  canister,  210  shell,  and  2-59  case- 
shot.  Have  remaining  on  hand  71  solid  shot,  92  canister,  172  shell, 
and  49  case-shot. 

I wish  to  mention  the  name  of  Sergt.  Charles  C.  Gray  as  having 
liarticularly  distinguished  himself  by  his  behavior  on  the  morning 
of  November  29  during  the  assault  on  the  fort. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BUCKLEY, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 

Capt.  George  A.  Hicks, 

Asst  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Batty.  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Lt.  Arty., 

Camp  at  Blain's  Cross-Roads,  Tenn.,  Decemher  18,18G3. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  rejiort  of 
the  operations  of  my  battery  since  leaving  Cincinnati:* 

October  20  to  22. — Marched  to  Loudon,  30  miles. 

October  28. — Marched  to  Lenoir’s  Station,  and  camped. 

November  15. — Longstreet’s  corps  crossed  river  below  Loudon  and 
advanced  toward  our  camps.  At  7 p.  m.  ordered  to  march  to  Camp- 
bell’s Station.  It  had  been  raining  for  two  days,  and  the  roads  were 
in  dreadful  condition.  It  was  almost  an  impossibility  to  move  ar- 
tillery. At  11.30  p.  m.  I had  marched  3 miles  and  my  horses  were 
completely  worn  out.  Lieutenant  Benjamin,  Second  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery, and  myself  rode  back  to  General  Burnside’s  headquarters  and 
represented  the  state  of  things  to  the  general.  He  ordered  ten  mule 
teams  turned  over  to  each  of  us,  burning  the  wagons  for  that  pur- 
jjose,  and  also  ordered  us  to  abandon  the  rear  part  of  our  caissons  if 
we  could  not  get  along  with  the  help  of  the  mule  teams.  I got 
through  to  Campbell’s  Station  at  9.30  a.  m.  of  November  IG.  I was 
forced  to  abandon  my  battery  wagon  body  and  contents  and  the  rear 
part  of  one  of  my  caissons.  They  were  destroyed  and  rendered  use- 
less. At  10. 30  a.  m.  went  into  position.  At  11  a.  m.  engaged  enemy  and 
continued  in  action  until  4 p.  m.  At  5 p.  m.  ordered  to  Knoxville. 
Arrived  at  11.30  p.  m.  One  of  my  caisson  axles  brcfive  on  this  marcli, 
and  I was  ordered  to  abandon  the  rear  part  of  the  caisson. 

November  17. — Battery  ordered  into  position  at  Fort  Sanders. 

November  18. — Threw  shell  at  enemy’s  skirmishers.  From  the  18th 
to  29th  remained  in  position  in  Fort  Sanders.  The  enemy  advanced 
their  rifle-pits  nearer  each  night,  until  their  sharpshooters  were 
within  125  yards  of  the  fort,  and  forced  our  men  to  keep  close  under 
cover  to  avoid  being  picked  olf.  I shelled  their  pits  and  batteries 
more  or  less  every  day.  During  the  night  of  the  28th,  they  drove  in 
our  skirmishers  the  whole  length  of  our  line,  and  at  daylight  of  the 
29th,  made  an  assault  on  the  right  bastion  of  the  fort  with  nine  picked 
regiments  from  Longstreet’s  corps.  They  charged  desperately  and 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  ditch  of  the  fort  and  planting  their  colors 

^ For  portion  (here  omitted)  relating  to  operations  from  August  15  to  October  19, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  II,  p.  600, 
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on  the  parapet;  at  the  same  time  a heavy  hre  was  opened  on  the  bas- 
tion from  batteries  on  onr  front,  right,  and  left.  They  fired  from  20 
and  10  pounder  Parrotts,  3-inch  and  12-pounder  guns,  and  24-pounder 
howitzers.  The  bastion  was  occupied  by  detachments  from  the  Sev- 
enty-ninth New  York  and  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
numbering  80  men,  one  gun,  3-inch,  of  Roemer’s  (New  York)  battery, 
and  one  of  my  guns. 

I fired  2 shots  (canister)  from  my  gun  placed  in  barbette  in  the 
salient  angle  of  the  bastion,  and  then  placed  it  in  embrasure  on  the 
right  face  to  allow  infantry  to  occupy  the  angle.  Roemer’s  gun  was 
in  embrasure  on  the  left  face,  the  most  important  point;  but  after 
firing  3 rounds,  the  horses  of  the  limber  became  frightened  and 
ran  away  with  it,  thereby  depriving  the  gun  of  ammunition.  My 
sergeant,  Charles  C.  Gray,  by  my  order,  with  his  men,  ran  Roemer’s 
gun  back  from  the  embrasure,  and  then  carried  their  own  gun  over 
by  hand,  and  occupied  it.  They  worked  the  gun  there  until  the 
engagement  was  over,  firing  double  and  triple  rounds  of  canister. 
This  movement  was  effected  under  a very  heavy  fire,  both  from  artil- 
lery and  musketry.  The  fight  lasted  about  one  hour.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  the  enemy  fell  back,  leaving  93  dead,  over  100  wounded, 
4 stand  of  colors,  500  stand  of  arms,  and  300  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
In  addition  to  this  the  retreating  enemy  carried  away  a great  many 
killed  and  wounded  with  them.  The  prisoners  were  captured  in  the 
ditch  of  the  fort.  They  charged  into  it,  and  after  getting  in  could 
neither  get  farther  nor  go  back.  Our  loss  in  the  fort  was  2 killed 
and  8 wounded.  The  small  loss  was  owing  to  the  fact  of  our  men 
being  protected  by  the  parapet,  which  was  built  up  with  cotton 
bales.  Sergeant  Gray  and  his  detachment  deserve  great  credit  for 
their  coolness  and  promptitude  during  the  assault.  Two  of  my  guns, 
under  Lieutenant  Parker,  were  in  position  and  enfiladed  the  enemy’s 
line  as  it  crossed  the  railroad  from  a point  700  to  800  yards  on  the 
right ; also  one  gun  in  the  left  bastion  of  the  fort,  and  one  on  the  left 
of  the  Kingston  road,  under  Lieutenant  Rhodes,  kept  up  a constant 
fire  from  their  positions. 

The  night  of  December  4,  the  enemy  evacuated  their  positions 
after  having  besieged  us  for  eighteen  days.  A great  many  of  my 
horses  were  burned  as  unserviceable,  as  I could  not  get  forage  for 
them.  The  men  were  reduced  to  14  pounds  of  fresh  beef  and  one- 
eighth  of  a loaf  of  bread  per  day  for  rations;  no  coffee,  sugar,  or 
small  rations. 

On  the  morning  of  December  7,  I marched  with  four  guns  and 
two  caissons  (all  I could  hitch  up  for  want  of  horses)  to  Rutledge, 
arriving  the  9th,  and  remained  there  until  the  14th ; distance,  32 
miles.  The  night  of  tlie  14th,  we  fell  back  to  this  point.  We  shall 
probably  be  engaged  again  soon,  as  the  enemy  is  in  force  in  our 
front. 

The  following  is  a list  of  casualties  at  Campbell’s  Station  and 
Knoxville : Private  Richard  Lewis,  leg  shot  off ; Private  William 
A.  Oakes,  wounded  in  face ; Private  Leonard  G.  Ellis,  wounded  in 
head  (not  badly) ; Private  William  T.  Dinkins,  wounded  slightly. 

I expended  the  following  amount  of  ammunition  at  Campbell’s 
Station  and  Knoxville : Twenty-five  rounds  solid  shot,  43  rounds 
canister,  216  rounds  of  shell,  and  239  rounds  case-shot. 

I had  to  be  very  saving,  as  there  was  no  extra  ammunition  for 
12-pounder  guns  in  the  corps,  except  a few  shell  and  canister.  This 
has  probably  been  the  hardest  campaign  of  the  war  on  troops.  My 
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men  have  drawn  no  clothing  of  any  kind  since  leaving  Cincinnati, 
and  some  of  them  are  barefooted  to-day.  I have  been  unable  tcj 
obtain  any,  as  it  has  been  impossible  to  get  it  over  the  mountains. 
Some  of  the  men  are  quite  ragged,  and  hardly  any  have  stockings. 
The  weather  is  getting  quite  cold,  and  they  are  in  great  need  of  all 
kinds  of  clothing.  In  addition  to  this,  they  have  not  drawn  over 
one-half  rations  of  coffee  and  sugar  since  the  28th  day  of  August, 
and  a great  part  of  that  time  it  has  been  but  one-quarter  rations,  and 
sometimes  none  at  all.  They  have  had  but  very  little  hard  bread  ; 
it  has  been  flour  and  fresh  beef,  and  the  flour  they  can  only  cook  to 
make  it  hardly  eatable,  as  they  have  nothing  to  mix  with  it.  Beans, 
rice,  and  vegetables,  they  have  had  none  since  leaving  Cincinnati, 
and,  only  once  in  a great  while,  candles  and  soap. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

WM.  W.  BUCKLE Y; 

. Captain,  Comdg.  Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  C.  Mauran, 

Adjutant- General,  State  of  Rhode  Island. 


No.  15. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edirard  Ferrero,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

First  Division. 


Fort  Sanders, 
November  23,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions from  the  general  commanding,  I sent  the  Second  Mich- 
igan forward  to  watch  oui*  opportunity  to  carry  rifle-pits  at  the  edge 
of  the  woods  on  the  left  of  my  northwest  front ; they  charged  and 
carried  the  pit  gallantly,  with  severe  loss,  and  held  it  half  an  hour, 
when  their  commanding  officer  was  severely  wounded.  At  the  same 
moment  the  enemy  opened  a destructive  flank  fire  on  their  left,  com- 
pelling them  to  fall  back,  I regret  to  say,  with  severe  loss,  viz  : Of- 
ficers wounded,  5 ; men  wounded,  40 ; officers  killed,  1 ; men  killed, 
4:  total,  50. 

EDW.  FERRERO. 

Lieut.  Col.  N.  Bowen, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

EriNs  Station,  East  Tenn.,  February  5,  1864. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  command  from  the  14th  of  November  to  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, 1863 : 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Major-General 
Burnside,  I moved  my  command  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  No- 
vember from  Lenoir’s  Station  (at  11  a.  m.)  toward  Loudon,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  at  what  point  on  the  Holston  River  Long- 
street’s  forces  were  crossing. 

On  reaching  the  ruins  of  the  Loudon  bridge,  I was  informed  tliat 
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the  enemy  were  laying  a pontoon  bndge  at  Huff’s  Ferry,  a distance 
of  miles  from  London.  I marched  in  the  direction  of  said  ferry, 
and  soon  came  niDon  the  enemy’s  pickets.  Halting  my  command 
and  reporting  the  same  to  the  general  commanding,  received  instruc- 
tions to  support  General  White’s  command,  who  had  been  assigned 
to  drive  in  the  enemy’s  pickets,  which  he  did.  Following  up  his 
command  until  we  were  1 mile  from  the  ferry,  I took  position  on  his 
right,  covering  the  main  road  leading  from  the  ferry ; it  now  be- 
came too  dark  and  stormy  for  further  operations,  so  I ordered  the 
command  to  rest  for  the  night  on  their  arms.  At  10  p.  m.  I received 
an  order  to  report  in  person  to  Major-General  Burnside’s  headquar- 
ters, where,  after  a council  was  held,  it  was  determined  to  fall  back 
slowly  toward  Lenoir’s  Station,  so  as  to  draw  the  enemy  over  the 
river  and  keep  him  engaged  while  other  important  movements  were 
being  carried  out  by  the  army  in  Middle  Tennessee.  In  accordance 
with  this  plan,  on  the  15th,  left  Huff’s  Ferry  at  4 a.  m.,  having  the 
advance.  The  roads  were  in  a fearful  condition,  it  having  rained 
all  night  quite  heavily.  It  became  almost  impossible  to  move  the 
artillery,  although  some  pieces  had  16  horses,  yet  they  were  unable 
to  get  them  up  the  hills  without  the  assistance  of  the  men.  I there- 
upon detailed  a regiment  of  infantry  to  each  piece,  and  by  this 
means  reached  Lenoir’s  Station,  at  Ip.  m.,  without  sustaining  any 
loss.  I immediately  placed  my  troops  in  position  to  cover  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  from  the  Kingston  road.  Colonel  Morrison’s 
brigade  in  tlie  advance,  extending  from  the  Kingston  road  on  his 
right  to  the  Loudon  road  on  his  left,  forming  a semicircle ; Colonel 
Humphrey’s  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  Kingston  road,  connecting 
with  General  White’s  command  ; Colonel  Christ’s  brigade  and  Buck- 
ley’s  battery  in  reserve ; Roemer’s  battery  in  position  on  the-  right 
and  left  of  the  Kingston  road.  I had  hardly  completed  the  above 
disposition  of  my  troops  when  the  enemy  attacked  my  line  in  force, 
but  were  repulsed  by  Colonel  Morrison’s  brigade  and  Roemer’s  bat- 
tery. Remained  in  this  position  during  the  night,  the  enemy  mak- 
ing several  attacks  on  my  picket  line  with  the  intention  of  driving 
them  in,  but  without  avail. 

I am  indebted  to  Colonel  Morrison,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
for  liis  valuable  services,  and  to  his  command  for  their  stubborn  re- 
sistance of  the  enemy’s  advance,  outnumbering  them  by  thousands. 

It  having  been  decided,  during  the  night  of  the  15th,  to  retreat 
and  make  a stand  at  Campbell’s  Station,  I was  assigned  to  bring  up 
the  rear  with  my  command  and  destroy  all  property  that  could  not 
be  transported.  A large  immber  of  wagons,  utensils,  ammunition, 
and  baggage  belonging  to  the  Twenty-third  Corps  was  destroyed, 
the  mules  liaving  been  taken  to  assist  in  drawing  the  artillery  of  the 
army,  the  roads  being  in  such  condition  as  to  render  it  necessary  to 
attach  from  20  to  24  animals  to  each  piece  to  enable  us  to  move. 

I ordered  Colonel  Humphrey,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  and  a 
section  of  Roemer’s  battery,  to  cover  the  rear,  drawing  in  our  skir- 
mishers, and  retiring  at  daylight  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
16th  of  November  marched  toward  Campbell’s  Station,  halting  from 
time  to  time  so  a,s  to  check  the  enemy’s  advance  while  the  troops  were 
getting  into  position  for  battle  at  the  station.  Readied  the  forks  of 
the  Kingston  road  at  10  a.  m.,  making  a junction  with  Colonel  Hart- 
ranft's  command,  when  the  enemy  charged  upon  our  lines  and  were 
met  with  a stubborn  ]*esistance  and  driven  back,  our  forces  gaining 
ground. 
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At  this  victorious  moment  received  orders  from  the  commanding 
general  to  fall  back  to  a position  at  Campbell’s  Station,  wliere  tlin 
troops  were  formed  in  line  prepared  to  give  the  enemy  battle,  retiring 
under  fire,  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Humphrey  is  entitled  to  great  praise  for  the  able  maiinei* 
in  which  he  covered  the  retreat,  pursued  by  an  overwhelming  force, 
attacking  him  at  every  point,  his  command  behaving  with  great  gal- 
lantry, checking  the  enemy,  thereby  giving  our  forces  time  to  select 
and  get  into  position  for  a general  engagement.  _ 

Position  of  my  command  at  Campbell’s  Station  was  as  follows : 
Colonel  Christ,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  road ; 
Colonel  Humphrey,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  on  the  right  of 
Colonel  Christ;  Colonel  Morrison,  commanding  First  Brigade,  sup- 
])orting  batteries  ; Captain  Buckley’s  battery  of  light  12-pounders,  in 
position  commanding  the  right  fiank ; Captain  Koemer’s  battery  the 
front ; the  enemy  attacking  our  lines  in  force  with  infantry  and 
artillery,  but  were  repulsed  at  every  point. 

I have  to  state  that  never  did  troops  maneuver  so  beautifully  and 
with  such  precision  as  during  the  engagement ; changing  positions 
several  times  under  a severe  fire,  it  seemed  more  like  a drill  for  field 
movements  than  otherwise  ; brigades  moving  forward  to  relieve  each 
other,  others  retiring,  having  exhausted  their  ammunition ; changes 
of  front,  passing  of  defiles,  were  executed  by  men  and  officers,  so  as 
to  draw  forth  exclamation  of  the  highest  praise  by  those  who  were 
so  fortunate  as  to  behold  their  movements. 

Colonel  Christ,  in  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  executed  move- 
ments with  his  command  on  the  field  which  entitles  him  to  tl^e  high- 
est encomiums  for  ability  and  gallantry  as  a brigade  commander. 

The  losses  up  to  this  time  were  quite  heavy  for  my  command,  in- 
cluding the  engagement  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  but  the  enemy  must 
have  suffered  very  severely,,  as  they  advanced  their  lines  against  a 
murderous  fire  from  our  forces,  compelling  them  to  fall  back,  which 
must  have  told  effectually  upon  their  lines.  They  did  not  attempt  to 
advance  again,  but  devoted  themselves  to  shelling  our  position  with 
their  batteries,  and  endeavoring  to  flank  us  with  their  infantry.  At 
5 }).  m.  was  ordered  to  meet  the  general  commanding,  and  after  con- 
sultation it  was  decided  to  fall  back  to  Knoxville.  I was  assigned 
the  advance,  and  accordingly  withdrew  my  command  from  the  field 
and  took  up  the  line  of  march,  reaching  Knoxville  at  12  o’clock  the 
same  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  Kovember,  was  assigned  the  follow- 
ing position  for  the  defense  of  Knoxville  : Right  resting  on  creek  to 
the  western  edge  of  town,  extending  in  the  form  of  a semicircle,  to 
the  Holston  River,  a distance  of  about  1^  miles,  including  Fort  San- 
ders and  College  Hill.  Made  the  following  distribution  of  my  forces  : 
Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Christ,  right  resting  on  creek, 
connecting  with  Second  Division,  Mnth  Army  Corps,  facing  to  the 
north  ; Third  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Humphrey,  connect- 
ing with  Second  Brigade  on  the  right  and  extending  to  the  Kingston 
road  on  the  left ; First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Morrison, 
from  Kingston  Road  to  the  river.  Lieutenant  Benjamin’s  battery 
(Second  U.  S.  Artillery),  one  section  of  Roemer’s  battery,  two  sections 
of  Buckley’s  battery  in  Fort  Sanders,  supported  by  the  Seventy-ninth 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry ; one  section  of  Roemer’s  battery  in 
position  on  College  Hill;  one  section  of  Buckley’s  battery  in  x:>osition 
iK^ar  Powell’s  house  on  Colonel  Morrison’s  line.  Commenced  digging 
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rifle-pits  and  other  fortifications  on  my  line ; established  advanced 
pickets  and  line  of  skirmishers;  worked  unceasingly  all  that  day  and 
night. 

November  18,  our  advance,  consisting  of  cavalry,  covering  the 
Kingston  road  and  Clinton  road,  fell  back  to  Knoxville,  leaving  the 
skirmishers  of  my  command  to  the  front.  At  4 p.  m.  the  enemy 
advanced  on  my  pickets  on  the  Clinton  road,  but  were  repulsed. 
Continued  all  that  day  and  night  strengthening  my  position. 

November  19,  the  enemy  commenced  digging  and  fortifying  their 
position,  from  the  river  (Holston)  to  the  Kingston  road,  near  Mr. 
Armstrong’s  dwelling,  at  the  same  time  moving  a portion  of  their 
forces  to  our  right.  Continued  strengthening  at  points  during  all 
day  and  night. 

November  20,  the  enemy  erected  several  batteries  on  my  northwest 
front,  directly  opposite  Fort  Sanders.  The  enemy  occupying  a dwell- 
ing on  the  Kingston  road  about  1,000  yards  from  the  fort,  doing- 
material  damage  to  my  line  of  skirmishers,  I determined  to  obtain 
possession  and  destroy  the  same.  I accordingly  directed  Colonel 
Humphrey,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  to  detail  a regiment  to  pro- 
ceed, under  cover  of  the  night,  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  said  house, 
and  to  destroy  the  same  by  fire. 

The  Seventeenth  Michigan  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Comstock,  was  selected.  They  made  the  sortie  at  8 p. 
m.,  and  successfully  accomplished  their  mission.  On  returning,  the 
enemy  opened  a severe  artillery  fire,  with  but  slight  injury  to  the 
regiment.  A number  of  buildings  in  front  of  the  Second  Brigade 
were  also  destroyed. 

November  21,  heavy  rain-storm  all  day  ; nothing  of  importance 
occurred,  with  the  exception  of  the  usual  picket  firing. 

November  22,  enemy’s  batteries  opened  on  our  right  without  ma- 
terial damage ; worked  all  day  and  night  strengthening  our  fortifi- 
cations. 

November  23,  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  except  the  usual 
picket  firing ; during  the  night  stretched  2 miles  of  telegraph  wire 
in  front  of  my  line,  forming  an  entanglement. 

November  24,  the  enemy  having  dug  rifle-pits  within  500  yards  of 
Fort  Sanders,  received  instructions  to  make  a sortie  with  a regiment, 
and  drive  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  from  the  position. 

I ordered  Colonel  Humphrey,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  to  de- 
tail a regiment  for  the  duty„  He  accordingly  sent  the  Second  Mich- 
igan Volunteers. 

They  gallantly  charged  the  enemy’s  pits  and  drove  them  out,  but 
were  compelled  to  fall  back,  after  having  held  their  newly  gained 
ground  for  an  hour,  which  resulted  in  a severe  loss  of  4 killed,  60 
wounded,  and  24  missing. 

The  enemy  were  discovered  on  the  heights  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  (Holston),  their  position  commanding  Fort  Sanders. 
Erected  traverses  of  cotton  during  the  night  to  protect  the  gunners. 

November  25,  26,  and  27,  nothing  of  importance  occurred;  usual 
amount  of  skirmishing;  repairing  damages,  and  otherwise  strengthen- 
ing our  position.  At  11.30  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  28th  the  en- 
emy commenced  driving  in  my  skirmishers,  and  by  12.30  had  driven 
them  all  in  from  the  Kingston  road,  to  the  right  of  my  line.  An 
attack  evidently  was  near  at  hand,  but  owing  to  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  the  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy  could  not  be 
seen.  I posted  vedettes  as  far  as  practicable  in  front  of  the  rifle- 
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pits,  and  during  the  balance  of  tlie  night,  at  frequent  periods, 
ordered  the  batteries  to  throw  shells  in  different  directions  to  do 
the  enemy  as  much  damage  and  to  cause  them  as  much  annoyance 
as  lay  in  my  power. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  at  daylight,  the  expected  attack  took 
place.  The  enemy  poured  out  of  the  woods  in  front  of  the  north- 
west salient  of  the  fort,  and  with  wild  cheers  advanced  at  a run  for 
that  salient. 

The  telegraph  wire  caused  many  to  fall,  but  the  main  body  came 
on,  while  three  guns  of  Benjamin’s  battery,  one  of  Roemer’s,  and 
one  of  Buckley’s,  were  pouring  in  a destructive  fire  of  grape,  and  the 
Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  a deadly  shower  of  musketry, 
upon  the  advancing  column.  Tforcing  their  way  through  the  abatis 
they  rushed  up  to  the  ditch  of  the  fort,  which  at  that  point,  being 
quitv‘  deep,  caused  a momentary  hesitation. 

In  a moment,  however,  the  ditch  was  filled  with  the  enemy,  and 
the  outer  slope  of  the  parapet  was  covered  with  them,  but  the  mus- 
ketry fire  was  so  intense  and  steady  that  but  few  dared  show  their 
heads.  One  rebel  with  a flag  endeavored  to  approach  the  embrasure, 
when  Serg.  Frank  Judge,  Company  D,  Seventy-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  rushed  out  of  the  embrasure  under  the  hottest  fire, 
seized  him  by  the  collar,  and  dragged  him,  with  his  flag,  into  the 
fort.  Having  no  hand  grenades  Lieutenant  Benjamin  ignited  some 
time-fuse  shells  and  threw  them  with  his  own  hand  over  the  parapet 
into  the  ditch  among  the  enemy,  causing  great  destruction  among 
them. 

I now  ordered  five  companies  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  two  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Michigan  Volun- 
teers into  the  fort  to  assist  the  Seventy -ninth  New  York  Volunteers. 

They  obeyed  the  order  with  alacrity,  and  taking  the  positions  as- 
signed them,  rendered  valuable  aid  in  keeping  the  enemy  out  of  the 
fort.  Learning  that  the  ditch  was  full  of  the  enemy,  I ordered  one 
company  of  the  Second  Michigan  Volunteers  to  advance  into  the 
ditch  from  the  right,  and  one  company  of  the  One  hundredth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  from  the  left  of  the  fort.  This  was  instantly 
carried  out,  and  their  advance  was  so  determined  that  those  in  the 
ditch  at  once  surrendered,  and  being  ordered  into  the  fort,  came 
pouring  in  through  the  embrasures  and  gave  themselves  up.  Nearly 
200  were  captured  in  this  manner,  together  with  2 other  flags. 

In  the  meantime,  the  column  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  fort, 
being  halted  by  the  delay  caused  by  their  comrades  in  the  ditch,  were 
discharging  an  incessant  but  harmless  fire  of  musketry  into  the  air, 
till  getting  confused  and  demoralized  by  the  terrible  fire  which  was 
poured  into  them  from  the  fort,  they  wavered,  then  broke,  and  ran 
in  disorder  back  to  the  woods.  Those  nearest  the  fort  being  called 
on  to  surrender,  came  in  through  the  embrasures. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  and  3 flags  were  captured  from 
the  enemy  in  this  attack. 

I at  once  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  advance,  which  they  did,  and 
took  position  on  the  line  which  was  occupied  by  their  reserves  the 
day  before.  After  this,  up  to  the  time  the  enemy  retreated,  nothing 
but  the  usual  skirmish  firing  took  place,  and  that  was  not  as  annoy- 
ing as  usual.  In  anticipation,  however,  of  another  night  attack,  I 
ordered  balls  of  wick,  soaked  in  turpentine,  and  fagots  of  hard  pine, 
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coated  witli  ijitcli,  to  be  placed  at  different  points  on  tlie  skirmish 
line,  to  be  ignited  in  case  of  an  alarm. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  December,  at  1 o’clock,  I advanced 
vedettes  from  the  skirmish  line,  and  the  pits  of  the  enemy  were 
found  empty.  When  daylight  appeared  no  rebels  were  to  be  seen 
from  Fort  Sanders. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command  during  the  past  twenty-one  days.  In  that  time,  all 
the  qualities  embodied  in  the  true  soldier  have  been  called  into 
action,  and  nobly  have  tliey  stood  the  test. 

On  a scanty  allowance  of  meat  and  coarse  meal,  without  any  other 
drink  than  cold  water,  they  have  peifformed  these  days  and  nights 
of  incessant  labor  and  watchfulness  without  a murmur. 

In  the  officers  that  have  been  killed,  I have  lost  brave  and  valu- 
able soldiers. 

Col.  W.  H.  Smith,  Twentieth  Michigan  Volunteers,  was  shot 
through  the  head  and  instantly  killed,  while  leading  his  regiment 
into  the  fight  at  Campbell’s  Station. 

Major  Byington,  Second  Michigan  Volunteers,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  leg  in  the  sortie  made  by  that  regiment,  and  led  by 
him,  on  the  morning  of  November  24.  He  was  left  a prisoner  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  his  leg  was  amputated  by  their  sur- 
geons. He  was  exchanged  on  November  29,  but  died  some  days 
afterward  from  the  effects  of  the  amputation. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Comstock,  of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Vol- 
unteers, after  having  passed  safely  through  all  the  previous  dangers, 
was  killed  while  standing  in  his  tent  by  a stray  bullet  from  the 
enemy. 

Captain  Wiltsie,  Twentieth  Michigan  Volunteers ; Lieutenant  Bil- 
lingsley, Seventeenth  Michigan  Volunteers;  Lieutenants  Noble, 
Galpin,  and  Zoellner,  Second  Michigan  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant 
Holmes,  Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, jwere  all  killed  while 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Quite  a number  of  officers  were  wounded,  but  for  further  details 
I refer  you  to  reports  of  brigade  and  battery  commanders  inclosed 
herewith. 

Capt.  George  A.  Hicks,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  W.  W. 
Tyson,  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  George  E.  Swinscoe,  assist- 
ant commissary  of  musters;  Capt.  George  B.  Fuller,  provost-marshal, 
and  Lieut.  H.  H.  Daniels,  aide-de-camp,  members  of  my  staff,  are 
entitled  to  the  highest  praise  for  their  gallantry  and  valuable  serv- 
ices, rendered  cheerfully,  attending  to  their  arduous  duties  when- 
ever called  upon. 

Surg.  E.  J.  Bonine,  acting  medical  director  of  this  division,  was 
ever  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  administer  to  the  comforts  of  the 
wounded  and  dying. 

The  total  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  from  Novem- 
ber 14  to  December  6,  was  482,  a detailed  report  of  which  has  already 
been  forwarded. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  FERRERO, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  N.  Bowen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CiflAf.  XLllI.l  THE  KiVOXVIELE,  'I'EXXESSEE,  (JAMPAlGiV.  o55 

No.  16. 

Report  of  Col.  David  Morrisoo,  Seventy -nirdli  Xeir  York  Infaniry, 
co'nnnandincj  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Knoxville,  Term.,  December  5,  186-1. 

Captain  : I ha  Ye  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  following  detailed 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  since  leaving  Lenoir's  Station, 
on  the  14th  of  November,  to  this  (late  : 

On  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  14th  November,  1 moved  from 
Lenoir’s  Station  in  the  direction  of  Loudon  ; arrived  there  about  4 
]).  m.  Halted  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  took  the  road  leading  to 
Huff’s  Ferry,  near  which  place  we  arrived  between  6 and  7 p.  m., 
formed  line  of  battle,  and  rested  for  tlie  night. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th,  received  orders  to  move  back  in  tlie  rear  of 
Roemer’s  battery.  Owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  our  pi-ogress 
was  very  slow.  The  troops  were  directed  t(.)  bring  off  tlie  batteries, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  carry  them  over  tlie  hills,  whicli  were  very 
stee]).  This  was  accoiiiplished  without  accident.  We  passed  Loudon 
on  our  way  back,  and  arrived  at  Lenoir’s  Station  about  3 p.  ni.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  take  up  a position  on  the  Kingston  road,  about 
500  yards  from  Lenoir’s  Station,  and  support  Roemer’s  battery,  which 
was  in  position  at  that  place.  About  4 p.  in.  I was  ordered  to  picket 
the  Loudon  road  with.  25  men,  and  the  cross-roads  leading  to  Huff’s 
Ferry  with  the  same  number.  This  party,  in  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Jeffers,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  under  direc- 
tion of  Lieutenaiit  Daniels,  of  General  Ferrero’s  staff,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Donaldson,  of  1113^  own  staff,  proceeded  aliout  2 miles  on  the 
Kingston  road,  when  they  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force  ad- 
vancing toward  Lenoir’s  Station.  The  picket  party  deployed  in  line 
of  skirmishers  and  fought  the  enemy,  retiring  slowly.  About  this 
time  I arrived  and  found  the  enemy  making  a flank  movement  in 
order  to  cut  them  off.  I ordered  them  to  fall  back  at  once,  which 
they  did  just  in  time  to  clear  their  line  of  skirmishers.  I was  then 
ordered  to  make  a stand  about  500  ^mrds  in  front  of  Roemer's  bat- 
tery, and  deploj^ed  the  Eighth  Michigan  Volunteers  as  skirmishers, 
with  25  men  of  the  Forty-fifth,  who  were  still  in  skirmish  line  on 
the  right.  My  right  rested  on  the  mill-dam  ; ni}^  left  extended  toward 
the  Loudon  road,  forming  a semicircle ; the  Fortj^-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  and  Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  in  the  center 
as  a reserve.  About  9 p.  m.  my  skirmish  line  was  attacked  b^^  the 
enemy  in  force  on  the  right  and  was  forced  back  about  25  ^mrds, 
Avhere  the  line  was  maintained  for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

At  5.30  a.  m.  [16thJ,  I was  surprised  by  my  line  of  skirmishers 
falling  back.  I endeavored  to  stop  them,  but  found  I could  not  do  so 
without  attracting  the  notice  of  the  enemy,  whom  I distinctly  heard 
moving  his  forces  at  the  same  time.  I fell  slowly  back  toward  Le- 
noir’s Station,  sending  word  to  the  general  commanding  of  the  state 
of  matters  in  the  front.  The  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  the  Kings- 
ton road,  and  in  front  of  the  enemy,  under  direction  of  Capt.  John 
Windsor,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  held  the  original  line. 
When  I had  withdrawn  a sufficient  distance  to  act  without  attract- 
ing the  notice  of  the  enemy,  I deploj^ed  two  companies  of  the  Thirty"- 
sixth  Massachusetts  Vobriitt'ers,  adA'a])(*e<l  tlu'in  sIowLe  and  formed 
junction  with  my  line  on  tlie  right.  At  tJiis  time  orders  came  to 
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withdraw  tlie  whole  line.  I then  inquired  why  the  line  of  the  Eigdith 
Michigan  Volunteers  had  fallen  hack  without  orders  from  me,  and 
was  told  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ely,  commanding  that  regiment, 
that  orders  had  come  from  the  left  to  fall  back,  and  that  the  line  on 
his  left  had  fallen  back  some  time  previously.  I told  him  he  had 
committed  a very  great  error  by  falling  back  without  orders  from 
me.  I then  formed  the  brigade  on  the  railroad,  when  we  fell  back, 
taking  the  road  to  Campbell’s  Station,  and  falling  slowly  back  till 
we  reached  the  junction  of  the  Kingston  and  Loudon  roads,  when 
an  officer  of  General  Potter’s  staff  asked  me  if  I knew  where  General 
Ferrero  was,  and  said  he  could  not  find  him,  but  that  he  had  orders 
for  Colonel  Morrison’s  brigade  to  form  in  a field  at  that  place  and 
await  the  enemy,  who  were  driving  the  Third  Brigade. 

I immediately  filed  off  the  road,  formed  line  of  battle  with  skir- 
mishers in  front,  joining  the  skirmishers  of  the  Second  Division, 
who  were  facing  the  Kingston  road  and  expecting  the  enemy.  This 
line  extended  from  the  Loudon  to  the  Kingston  roads  and  formed 
junction  with  the  Second  Michigan  Volunteers,  which  was  the  left 
of  the  Third  Brigade.  I fell  back  slowly  with  that  brigade  until  I 
came  to  a good  rail  fence,  where  I determined  to  make  a stand  and 
fight  the  enemy.  They  charged  our  lines  several  times,  but  were 
handsomely  repulsed.  We  held  this  position  about  thirty  minutes, 
the  men  behaving  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  At  this  time  a heavy 
fire  was  opened  in  our  rear,  which  I supposed  was  protected  by  a 
part  of  the  Second  Division,  but  found  that  they  had  fallen  back 
while  I was  engaging  the  enemy  in  front,  thus  exposing  our  rear  to 
attack  from  the  enemy,  on  the  road  toward  Kingston.  Finding  myself 
between  two  fires,  and  not  being  hard  pressed  in  front,  I faced  about 
and  opened  a heavy  fire  on  the  forces  in  our  rear,  which  broke  their 
line  and  threw  them  into  confusion.  At  this  juncture  an  aide  arrived 
and  ordered  me  to  fall  back,  which  I did,  taking  the  left  of  the  road 
and  keeping  well  into  the  woods,  the  enemy  from  Loudon  on  the  right 
of  the  road  and  almost  on  a parallel  line  with  me.  He  was  first  un- 
covered by  coming  upon  a large  open  space,  where  he  displayed  three 
different  lines,  each  about  100  yards  apart.  I could  have  fought  him 
at  this  point  to  advantage,  but  was  ordered  to  fall  back  about  a mile 
farther  and  take  up  a position  in  support  of  Edwards’  and  Roemer’s 
batteries,  where  I remained  till  between  3 and  4 p.  m. 

These  batteries  being  ordered  to  fall  back,  I followed  and  took  up 
a position  in  support  of  Benjamin’s  battery,  advancing  two  regiments 
to  the  front  about  200  yards,  where  I remained  till  dusk.  I was  then 
ordered  to  move  in  rear  of  the  Third  Brigade,  toward  Knoxville, 
arriving  at  the  fortifications  near  there  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
from  which  time  to  this  date  I have  occupied  the  defenses  on  the  left 
of  the  line  from  the  Loudon  road  to  the  river.  The  Seventy-ninth 
New  York  Volunteers,  garrisoning  Fort  Sanders,  have  been  engaged 
daily,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front.  On  the  29th  ultimo,  the 
enemy  assaulted  Fort  Sanders,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss.* 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant,  I was  ordered  to  feel  the  ene- 
my’s lines,  and  found  them  still  there  in  force.  At  2 o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  oth,  Capt.  E.  T.  Raymond,  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general,  of  my  staff,  reported  that  the  enemy’s  front  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly quiet  for  the  last  half  hour.  I immediately  repaired  to 

* A medal  of  honor  was  awarded  to  Sergt.  Francis  W.  Judge,  Seventy-ninth  New 
York  Infantry,  for  capturing  the  ffag  of  the  Fifty-first  Georgia  Infantry  in  this 
assault, 
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the  front,  and  after  carefully  reconnoitering  tlie  position  hecaine 
convinced  that  the  enemy  had  retired.  At  tifteen  minutes  past  :l  L 
advanced  my  vedettes,  who  reported  the  enemy’s  rifle-pits  evacuated. 
1 then  advanced  my  Avhole  line  of  skirmishers,  sending  out  vedettes 
as  far  as  the  Armstrong  house.  Having  reported  to  General  Ferrei-o 
the  state  of  things  in  front,  received  orders  to  occupy  and  hold  my 
first  line  of  rifle-pits,  and  not  to  advance  farther  for  the  present. 
At  daylight  I ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  evacuated  our 
front.  A number  of  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  come  into  our 
lines,  also  Major  Smith,  of  General  Wheeler’s  staff,  taken  prisoner 
by  one  of  the  Eighth  Michigan  Volunteers,  about  2 miles  from  the 
front.  This  ofiicer  had  been  severely  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  was 
sent  to  hospital.  I still  occupy  the  same  position. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  of  this  command  was  everything  I 
could  desire,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  opened  in  their  rear, 
which  is  apt  at  all  times  to  throw  even  the  best-disciplined  troops 
into  confusion.  They  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  brav- 
ery. 

I also  transmit  you  a detailed  list  of  casualties  to  this  date.  * 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

DAVID  MORRISON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  George  A.  Hicks, 

Assistant  Adjutan  t-  General. 
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Report  of  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Christ,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Blain's  Cross-Roads,  Tenn.,  January  1,  1864. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  circular  from  division  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  command  from  the  time  of  breaking  camp  at  Lenoir’s  Station 
until  its  arrival  at  this  point : 

The  brigade  left  their  quarters  about  noon  on  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 14,  and  marched  to  Huff’s  Ferry,  where  it  arrived  after  dark. 
I was  ordered  to  the  front  with  instructions,  if  possible,  to  push  to 
the  river.  Arriving  at  the  outer  picket  line  of  General  White’s 
division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  I deployed  a line  of  skirmishers, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Samuel  K.  Scliwenk,  Fiftieth  Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteers,  and  pushed  them  at  first  about  75  to  100  yards  in 
advance  of  General  White’s.  After  forming  in  line  of  battle  with 
Third  Regiment  (holding  one  in  reserve),  I sent  a heavy  support  to 
Captain  Schwenk,  and  ordered  him  to  cautiously  advance  his  line. 
They  did  not,  however,  advance  50  yards  before  they  were  chal- 
lenged by  the  enemy’s  picket.  Captain  S[chwenk]  halted  his  men, 
sought  cover,  and  maintained  that  position  during  the  night.  The 
woods  were  so  dark  and  the  enemy  so  constantly  vigilant,  that  all 
idea  of  pushing  to  the  river  during  the  night  had  to  be  abandoned. 

At  4 a.  m.  of  the  15th,  we  left  our  position  and  marched  to  Lenoir’s 
Station,  where  we  arrived  at  12  m.  and  remained,  keeping  the  enemy 
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in  check  until  daylight  the  next  morning  (16th),  when  we  marched 
to  Camphell's  Station,  where  we  arrived  at  10  a m. , and  took  np  a 
position  on  the  left  of  the  road  in  support  of'  some  batteries. 

About  12  O'clock  I was  ordered  to  take  a position  on  the  right  of 
the  road  in  rear  of  and  as  support  of  the  Third  Brigade  (Colonel 
Humphrey’s).  A short  time  after  taking  this  latter  position  I threw 
forward  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  (Colonel  Peirce 
commanding)  on  Colonel  Humphrey’s  right,  to  protect  his  flank 
against  a movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Subsequently 
I relieved  Colonel  Humphrey  altogether,  and  took  a position  on  our 
extreme  right  and  in  front.  I held  this  position  for  about  three 
hours  under  both  artillery  and  infantry  fire  of  the  enemy. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  I was  ordered  to  retire,  leaving  my  skirmishers  to 
cover  my  line  as  much  as  possible.  I moved  to  the  rear  about  200 
yards  under  a severe  fire  of  artillery  in  my  front  (now  my  rear)  and 
from  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  sharpshooters  on  our  right  (now  my 
left).  I now  halted  my  column,  faced  to  the  enemy,  and  called  in 
my  skirmishers,  and  then  moved  to  the  rear  over  an  open  plain  for 
near  one-half  mile  under  a heavy  fire  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries. Arriving  at  our  new  position,  I formed  in  rear  of  our  bat- 
teries until  5 p.  m. , when,  according  to  orders,  I marched  to  Knox- 
ville, where  I arrived  at  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and 
was  assigned  a position  in  rear  of  Fort  Sanders  until  9 a.  m.  , when  I 
was  ordered  to  take  a position  near  the  railroad,  with  my  right  rest- 
ing on  Creek,  and  my  left  extending  towaj’d  Fort  Sanders  and  con- 
necting with  Colonel  Humphrey’s  right. 

Although,  tlie  men  were  worn  down  Avith  fighting,  mai*ching,  and 
loss  of  sleeji  for  the  last  three  days  and  nights,  yet  they  immediately, 
and  under  the  circumstances  Avith  great  alacrity,  commenced  dig- 
ging rifle-pits,  throAving  up  earth-works,  constructing  abatis,  and 
otherwise  strengthening  tlieir  position.  At  first  this  Avork  was  done 
during  the  day,  but  after  the  advance  of  the  enemy’s  lines  it  was 
done  under  cover  of  the  night. 

From  the  17th  until  the  5th  of  December  my  command,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  troops,  Avere  nearly  surrounded  by  a superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  by  Avhicli  all  outward  communication  was  nearly 
cut  off. 

On  the  eA’-enings  of  the  18th  , 19t]i,  and  20th,  a number  of  buildings 
were  by  my  order  burned  on  my  front,  for  the  reason  that  they 
alforded  shelter  to  the  enemy. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  from  information  received  from  division 
headquarters  and  from  indications  and  moAumieiits  of  the  enemy,  I 
had  every  reason  to  expect  an  attack  on  my  position,  and  conse- 
quently had  taken  every  precaution  to  render  it  unsuccessful.  About 
10  o’clock  a charge  was  made,  but  by  setting  fire  to  some  combusti- 
ble materials  preAuously  prepared  in  the  large  round-house  and  other 
railroad  buildings,  as  Avell  as  a number  of  private  houses,  making 
a complete  Avail  of  fire  along  my  entire  front,  together  Avith  the  de- 
termined resistance  of  a strong  line  of  skirmishers  advantageously 
posted  in  small  pits  and  luneHes,  the  enemy  were  checked  and  soon 
after  retired. 

On  the  same  evening,  in  compliance  Avith  orders  from  diAusion 
headquarters,  I temporarily  detached  from  the  l)rigade  and  took 
from  their  position  in  the  rifle-pits  the  Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers,  and  sent  them  to  re-enforce  that  part  of  the 
command  occupying  Fort  Sanders  and  its  immediate  surroundings. 
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About  midnight  five  companies  of  this  regiment  were  detached, 
and,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  W.  Clark,  were  ordered  to 
the  support  of  Colonel  Morrison,  commanding  First  Brigade,  in  the 
rifle-pits  on  our  left,  the  right  wing  of  this  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Chipman,  still  occupying  their  j^osition  on  the  hill 
ill  rear  of  the  fort,  but  were  subsequently  ordered  into  the  rifle-pits 
on  the  left  and  near  the  fort,  and  both  detachments  were  thus 
situated  when  the  attack  on  Fort  Sanders  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
began.  The  detachment  under  command  of  Major  Chipman  were 
first  ordered  into  the  fort,  and  the  one  under  Captain  Clark,  pursu- 
ant to  orders,  soon  followed,  the  first  arriving  during  the  hottest 
of  the  fight,  and  the  last  before  the  battle  was  over,  and  both  con- 
tributing largely  to  the  successful  results  on  that  occasion,  each  de- 
tachment capturing  a battle-flag  from  the  enemy  * as  a part  of  the 
spoils  of  the  victory. 

Detaching  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
from  my  command  left  me  a long  line  of  front  to  picket  and  protect 
with  three  small  regiments.  My  men  were  obliged  to  go  on  picket 
every  other  day,  and  when  off  such  duty  were  obliged,  from  ne- 
cessity, to  be  in  a cramped  position  in  the  rifle-pits  during  the  day  to 
avoid  the  balls  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  and  at  night,  in  x^ursu- 
ance  of  orders,  one-third  of  them  were  kept  constantly  awake  to 
guard  against  surprise.  Add  to  this  one-fourth  rations  of  coffee  and 
one-half  rations  of  coarse,  heavy  corn  bread,  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  poorly  shod  (some  even  barefooted)  and  poorly  clothed,  without 
overcoats,  and  many  of  them  without  blankets,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  their  privations  and  sufferings  were  equal  to,  if  not  in  excess  of, 
any  other  portion  of  the  Union  forces  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  sufferings — and  it  should 
be  recorded  to  their  credit — there  was  neither  murmur  nor  comxDlaint. 
All  promptly  and  cheerfully  performed  their  duty,  and  expressed 
themselves  ready  and  willing  to  endure  even  greater  hardships  if  it 
would  contribute  to  the  success  of  our  arms  and  drive  the  enemy  out 
of  East  Tennessee. 

As-  a further  evidence  of  their  patriotism  and  loyalty  and  their 
determination  to  assist  to  the  last  in  crushing  out  this  hell-born  and 
hell-bound  rebellion,  I Avould  state  that  two  of  these  regiments,  the 
Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  and  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania,  have  already 
re-enlisted  as  veteran  volunteers.  The  Forty-sixth  Yew  York  have 
nearly  if  not  quite  the  required  number,  while  the  Twenty-seventh 
Michigan  regret  that  they  have  not  been  in  the  service  long  enough 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  Yo.  — . 

About  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  December,  Cap- 
tain Schwenk,  of  the  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania,  in  command  of  the 
Ijicket,  brought  in  a prisoner,  with  the  information  that  the  enemy 
had  raised  the  siege  and  under  cover  of  the  night  had  retreated. 
This  prisoner  I immediately  sent  to  division  headquarters. 

At  10  a.  m.  (5th),  in  pursuance  of  orders,  I proceeded  with  the 
Twenty-seventh  Michigan,  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  and  Fif- 
tieth Pennsylvania  to  a pax)er-mill  about  4 miles  below  Knoxville, 
between  the  Loudon  and  Clinton  roads,  in  search  of  a Georgia  regi- 
ment of  rebels  reported  to  have  been  cut  off  and  unable  to  join  tlieir 
command.  I scoured  the  country  from  the  river  to  the  Clinton  road 

* Medals  of  hopor  awarded  to  Sergt.  Jeremiah  Mahoney  and  Private  Josepli  S. 
Ivlanning,  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  for  the  capture  of  Confederate 
(colors;  to  Sergeant  Mahoney  for  capture  of  the  flag  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi. 
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and  in  the  neighborhood  and  beyond  the  paper-mill,  but  from  infor- 
mation received  from  citizens  and  from  stragglers  of  the  enemy  I felt 
satisfied  that  the  regiment  in  question  had  left  before  daylight,  and 
that  farther  pursuit  was  useless.  I returned  to  Knoxville  at  4 p.  m. 

During  this  march  we  took  a number  of  prisoners,  including  sev- 
eral officers,  one  a major  of  General  Wheeler’s  staff.  I also  found  a 
number  of  sick  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  in  almost  every  house 
I passed,  many  of  them  destitute  of  medicines,  rations,  and  medical 
attendance.  At  the  paper-mill  there  were  130  sick  and  wounded. 
A mile  below  the  mill,  in  a .house  abandoned  by  its  former  occupants, 
I found  12  entirely  destitute  ; Captain  Fuller,  of  the  division  staff, 
was  present  and  made  arrangements  to  supply  their  wants. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  we  left  Knoxville,  and  arrived  at  Rut- 
ledge, East  Tenn. , on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th.  Left  Rutledge  on 
the  15th,  and  arrived  near  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  on  16t]i,  where  the 
command  is  at  present  encamped. 

From  the  time  we  broke  camp  at  Lenoir’s  until  we  arrived  at  this 
point — whether  on  the  march  to  Huff’s  Ferry  ; the  night  of  duty  in 
front  while  there ; during  a severe  storm,  without  fire  or  shelter ; 
the  rapid  march  to  Lenoir’s  and  Campbell’s  Station  ; the  six  hours’ 
fight  at  the  latter  place  ; the  night  march  that  followed  ; the  eight- 
een days’  siege  at  Knoxville,  and  the  arduous  duties  since  the  rais- 
ing of  the  siege  ; through  all  this  on  scant  rations  and  scanter 
clothing — both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  accustomed  cool- 
ness and  bravery  and  strict  discipline  so  characteristic  of  them  in 
previous  campaigns  and  on  numerous  battle-fields. 

To  the  members  of  my  personal  staff — Lieut.  Charles  D.  Browne, 
Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  and  Lieut.  E.  K.  Gilbert,  Eighth  Mich- 
igan Volunteers,  as  well  as  my  orderly,  Daniel  K.  Sell,  Company  E, 
Fiftieth  Pennsylvania,  and  Corpl.  Frank  H.  Barnhart,  Company  A, 
Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  (clerk  at  these  headquarters),  who  acted  as 
orderly — I am  much  indebted  for  their  promptness  and  dispatch  in 
the  execution  of  every  order. 

To’ Captain  Schwenk,  Company  A,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, I am  much  indebted  for  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  his 
skirmishers  on  the  evening  we  reached  Huff’s  Ferry,  and  for  the 
effort  he  made  to  penetrate  the  enemy’s  line  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  he  was  doing.  I am  satisfied  that  in  these  attempts  he  failed 
only  because  success  was  impossible. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenants  Truckey  and  Hadwick,  of 
Twenty-seventh  Michigan  Volunteers,  for  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  brought  their  skirmishers  off  the  field  at  Campbell’s  Sta- 
tion after  the  regiment  had  left,  and  to  the  men  for  standing  firmly 
at  their  posts,  after  their  support  was  taken  away,  until  they  were 
called  in. 

Corp.  William  Johnson,  of  Company  F,  Twenty-seventh  Michi- 
gan, went  back  alone  under  a heavy  fire  and  succeeded  in  carrying 
off  a wounded  comrade  to  a place  of  safety.  In  like  manner  Private 
Francis  Runciman,  of  Company  H,  returned  and  assisted  a member 
of  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  (whose  foot  had  been  shattered  by  a 
cannon-ball)  off  the  field.  I append  a list  of  casualties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  C.  CHRIST, 

Colonel^  Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

Capt.  George  A.  Hicks, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 
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Capt.  Edward  S.  Leadbeater,  Company  (I,  Twenty -seventli  Mieliif^an  Volunteers,  was  the  only 
< ifficer  wounded  in  the  brigade. 


No.  18. 

Reports  of  Col.  William  Humphrey,  Second  Michigan  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fort  Sanders,  Novemher  30,  1803. 

Sir  : In  accordance  witli  instructions  from  division  lieadquarters, 
I have  the  lionor  of  transmitting*  the  following  report  of  the  condi- 
tion of  my  front  : 

My  pickets  connect  on  the  right  with  those  of  the  brigade  and  on' 
the  left  with  those  of  the  First  Brigade,  covering  the  front  of  the 
Third  Brigade.  The  men  are  covered  by  light  picket  pits.  In  front 
of  the  western  salient  of  Fort  Sanders  "these  pits  are  within  about 
'50  yards  of  those  occupied  by  the  enemy’s  pickets.  From  this  j)oint 
to  both  the  right  and  left  the  lines  diverge,  till  to  the  right  of  the 
line  they  are  150  yards  apart  and  to  the  left  200  yards  apart. 

During  the  past  night  an  unusual  quiet  prevailed  along  the  whole 
line,  scarcely  a shot  being  exchanged,  and  no  move  was  observed  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  beyond  their  line  of  pickets. 

In  regard  to  advancing  the  jiicket  line  to  its  old  position,  I am 
somewhat  in  doubt  as  to  what  would  be  best.  To  do  it  would  prob- 
ably require  a considerable  force,  well  supported,  and  while  a line 
more  advanced  is  desirable,  the  old  one  was  very  much  exposed  to 
the  enemy’s  whole  line,  and  could  receive  no  ready  support  from 
our  own  line,  and  the  enemy  could  api^roach  very  near  to  it  entirely 
under  cover  and  unobserved.  This  applies  to  that  part  of  the  old 
line  to  the  left  of  the  point  Avhere  the  railroad  enters  the  wood. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HUMPHREY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  George  A.  Hicks, 

Assistant  Acljut  ant -General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  6,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the 
o])erations  of  my  command  from  the  morning  of  November  14  to 
the  morning  of  December  5 : 

November  14. — On  the  morning  of  November  14,  I received  orders 
from  division  headquarters  to  have  my  command  ready  to  move  from 
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its  camp  near  Lenoir's  at  an  early  liour.  The  Avagoiis  were  to  l)e 
loaded  and  formed  in  train  on  the  road  and  headed  toward  Knox- 
ville, the  train  being  under  charge  of  Captain  Curtin.  The  order 
Avas  promptly  complied  Avith,  and  at  daylight  the  brigade  Avas  readA^ 
to  move. 

At  9 a.  m.  I received  orders  to  send  one  regiment  to  report  to 
Captain  Curtin,  as  a guard  for  the  train.  I sent  the  One  hundredtli 
Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dawson  commanding. 

At  12  m.  I received  orders  to  moAm  the  brigade  on  the  road  toAA^ard 
Loudon,  folloAving  Roomer’s  battery.  In  this  order  Ave  marched  to 
Huff’s  Ferry,  5 miles  below  Loudon,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

November  15. — At  4 a.  m.  the  loth,  I was  ordered  to  folloAV  in  the 
rear  of  Roomer’s  battery  back  on  the  road  toward  Lenoir’s  Station. 
We  reached  the  station  about  12  m.,  and  halted  between  the  rail- 
road and  river,  aAvaiting  orders. 

At  2 p.  m,,  by  order  from  division  headquarters,  1 sent  the 
TAventieth  Michigan,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  commanding,  back 
on  the  Loudon  road  to  where  the  Kingston  telegraph  road  leaves  it 
toward  the  right,  Avith  instructions  to  remain  in  that  position  until 
the  Second  Division  should  pass  through  to  the  rear,  then  to  report 
back  to  the  brigade.  Colonel  Smith  reported  to  me  with  his  regi- 
ment at  sunset,  and  Avas  ordered  at  once  to  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  First  Brigade,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  Eighth  Mich- 
igan and  his  left  resting  on  the  railroad.  Here  the  Twentieth 
Michigan  remained  until  the  line  was  AvithdraAvn  on  the  morning  of 
the  16  th. 

At  4 p.  ni.  (November  15)  I was  ordered  to  move  the  two  remain- 
ing regiments  of  my  command  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of 
Lenoir’s,  on  the  Kingston  road,  to  form  in  line  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  to  throAV  out  skirmishers  to  cover  my  front,  and  extend  them 
to  the  right  so  as  to  connect  at  Lenoir’s  Dam  with  the  skirmishers 
of  General  White’s  division,  of  the  TAventy-third  Corps.  This  dis- 
position was  made,  and  in  this  i)osition  I remained  until  2 a.  m.  of 
the  ]()th,  when  I Avas  ordered  to  Avithdraw  my  line,  march  back  to 
the  railroad,  and  halt. 

November  16,  at  4 a.  m..  General  Ferrero  notified  me  that  my 
command  would  form  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  in  the  march  of 
the  day  toAvard  Knoxville,  and  one  section  of  Roemer’s  battery  was 
ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty  on  the  march.  At  daylight,  the 
column  having  passed  by  far  enough,  I took  up  the  line  of  march, 
moving  leisurely  along,  halting  and  forming  occasionally  to  alloAv 
tlie  trains  to  get  foinvard  out  of  the  way.  The  enemy  did  not  get  up 
Avith  my  rear — the  Seventeenth  Michigan,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Com- 
stock commanding — until  the  brigade  had  nearly  crossed Creek. 

Avlien  a sliarp  fire  Avas  suddenly  opened  on  the  Seventeenth,  on  botli 
tlie  rear  and  flank.  The  fire  was  promptly  returned  and  the  enemy 
checked  until  the  rest  of  the  command  could  be  formed  in  line,  Avhen 
Colonel  Comstock  Avas  ordered  to  withdraAv  and  pass  through  to  the 
rear  of  the  line,  and  form  on  the  left  of  the  TAventieth  Michigan,  in 
order  to  check  the  enemy  in  his  attempt  to  turn  my  left.  As  soon 
as  he  was  in  the  position  designated,  I commenced  moAo'ng  my  line 
to  the  rear,  halting  at  every  few  rods,  facing  about,  and  checking 
the  enemy,  Avho  AA^as  now  crowding  on  in  strong  force.  Moving  in 
this  manner,  I had  succeeded  in  falling  back  to  the  rear  of  the  woods 
])eyond  the  large  open  field  in  front  of  Campbell’s  Station.  Here  1 


Chap.  XLIIl.j 


THE  KNOXVILLE,  TENNESSEE,  (’AMJL\I(}N. 


was  ordered  to  make  a stand  andliold  the  enemy  in  elieck  nntil  some 
move  in  my  rear  should  he  completed,  when  a smart  fight  of  half  an 
hour’s  duration  occurred. 

The  enemy  made  a strong  effort  to  get  around  my  left,  and  at  one 
time,  had  nearly  succeeded.  He  had  thrown  back  the  Seventeentli 
in  considerable  confusion,  and  was  crowding  on  as  if  sure  of  ac- 
complishing his  object.  To  defeat  his  move  I rode  to  the  Seven- 
teenth and  ordered  the  regiment  to  charge  at  once,  at  the  same  time 
ordering  the  skirmishers  from  the  Twentieth  and  Second  Michi- 
gan to  be  thrown  forward,  with  a yell,  to  aid  the  Seventeenth.  The 
charge  was  finely  made,  driving  the  enemy  through  the  wood  into 
the  field  beyond  and  throwing  his  front  line  into  considerable  confu- 
sion. Before  making  this  move  on  the  enemy  I had  received  orders 
to  withdraw  my  line,  and  under  [cover  of  the  check],  given  the 
enemy  by  tins  repulse,  I fell  back  unmolested  to  the  position  ordered, 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  front  line,  at  the  battle  of  Campbell’s 
Station.  I held  my  position  here,  receiving  and  returning  quite  a 
smart  fire,  until  half  past  1,  when  I was  relieved  by  Colonel  Christ, 
with  the  Second  Brigade,  and  moved  back  into  the  shallow  ravine 
just  in  rear  of  town.  Two  hours  later  I moved  back  to  the  rear  of 
the  batteries  then  being  put  into  position,  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
Thence  at  dark  I fell  into  the  column  to  the  rear  of  Benjamin’s 
battery  and  marche'd  to  this  place,  where  we  arrived  between  4 and 
5 a.  m.  of  the  17th. 

The  men  were  allowed  to  rest  until  0 a.  in.,  when  I was  ordered  to 
move  to  a position  joining  on  the  right  the  Second  Brigade  and 
my  left  coA^ering  the  northern  front  of  Fort  Sanders.  Just  as  I had 
established  my  line  here,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dawson  reported  to  me 
with  seven  companies  of  his  command  (the  other  three  companies 
having  reported  at  Campbell’s  Station).  During  the  afternoon  I 
threw  a rifie-j)it  along  the  whole  front  of  my  command,  reaching 
from  the  Avestern  salient  of  the  fort  on  the  left  to  Colonel  Christ’s 
line  on  the  right. 

During  the  18th,  the  men  Avere  kept  at  work  strengthening  oui*  po- 
sition by  felling  timber  and  spreading  the  loose  brush  that  had  been 
throAvn  into  heaps  over  the  ground  along  the  front  of  the  line. 

At  12  m.  on  the  19th,  the  cavalry  had  all  been  withdrawn  from  the 
front,  and  I Avas  ordered  to  form  a strong  picket  line  along  the  line 
of  the  railroad  to  the  wood,  thence  across  the  Kingston  road.  The 
right  of  the  line  was  afterward  throAvn  forward  so  as  to  take  a di- 
rection nearly  perpendicular  to  the  railroad.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  20th,  General  Ferrero  ordered  me  to  send  out  a regiment  in  the 
night — coming  at  such  an  hour  as  I might  choose — to  burn  a large 
brick  house  situated  on  the  Kingston  road  and  occupied  by  the 
enemy’s  ^licket  reserve.  I accordingly  ordered  the  Seventeenth 
Michigan  to  burn  the  house  at  9 X-).  m.,  which  the  regiment  succeeded 
in  doing  with  a loss  of  but  2 killed. 

The  21st  Avas  a rainy  day,  and  but  little  Avas  done  by  the  command 
excejDt  to  Avatch  the  enemy. 

November  22,  moved  the  One  hundredth  Pennsyl Alania  round  to 
the  left  into  a x)it  running  from  the  fort  to  the  Kingston  road. 

At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  General  Ferrero  ordered 
me  to  send  out  one  regiment  to  take  and  hold,  if  j^ossible,  a line  of 
light  rifle-pits  thrown  up  by  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  22d. 
Major  Byington  was  ordered  by  me  to  take  the  Second  Michigan 
and  carry  out  the  instructions  I had  recewed  from  the  general.  He 
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carried  the  pit  and  held  it  until  just  one-half  the  number  that  he 
had  taken  out  with  him  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  when  a large 
force  of  the  enemy  charging  the  pit  he  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall 
back  to  its  camp. 

The  25th,  26th,  and  27th  were  comparatively  quiet  days,  and  until 
the  evening  of  the  28th,  when,  at  11  p.  m.,  a general  advance  was 
made  by  the  enemy’s  line,  and  the  pickets  in  my  front,  together  with 
those  of  the  brigade  on  my  right  and  left,  were  driven  in  nearly  to 
the  works. 

At  daylight  of  the  29th  an  assault  was  made  by  the  enemy  on  the 
western  salient  of  Fort  Sanders.  When  the  assault  was  made  there 
was  of  my  command  two  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Michigan  and 
one  of  the  One  hundredth  Pennsylvania  within  the  fort,  and  four 
companies  of  the  Second  Michigan  in  the  ditch  across  the  south- 
Avestern  front  of  the  fort.  These  companies  maintained  their  posi- 
tion in  the  ditch  until  the  enemy’s  column  reached  it,  then  retired 
within  the  fort  and  aided  in  repelling  the  assault.  A truce  sus- 
pended for  the  remainder  of  the  day  any  further  operations. 

The  regiments  Avere  kept  the  30th  within  their  pits  ready  for  an 
anticipated  attack  from  the  enemy,  but  none  was  made. 

December  1,  2,  3,  and  4. — With  the  exception  of  picket  firing,  these 
AA^ere  very  quiet  days. 

December  5. — This  morning  the  enemy  had  disappeared  from  my 
front,  and  during  the  day  the  men  passed  beyond  our  lines  and  into 
the  deserted  camps  of  the  enemy  ; found  and  brought  in  as  prisoners 
some  70  or  80  who  had  failed  to  get  aAA^ay  Avith  their  retreating  com- 
mands. 

Here  ends  the  operations  of  my  cominand,  initiated  by  the  advance 
of  the  army  from  Lenoir’s,  followed  by  the  falling  back  of  the  army 
from  Lenoir’s,  followed  by  the  falling  back  of  the  army  to  Campbell’s 
Station ; a battle  at  this  point,  thence  a seA^ere  night  march  to  Knox- 
ville, through  the  siege  of  the  latter  place,  and  closing  with  the  rais- 
ing of  the  siege  during  the  nights  of  December  4 and  5.  The  service 
performed  was  extremely  severe,  and  the  loss  in  officers  and  men 
heavy,  as  shoAvn  by  the  following  table  : 


Command. 

Killed. 

AVounded. 

i 

Alissing. 

Total. 

2cl  Michigan : 

Officers  . 

2 

5 

7 

Enlisted  men 

25 

78 

21 

124 

100th  Penn.sylvania : 

Officers  

1 

1 

Enlisted  men  

4 

10 

14 

20th  Michigan : 

Officers . 

1 

4 

5 

Enlisted  men 

4 

41 

17 

62 

17th  Michigan : 

Officers  

o 

2 

1 

5 

Enlisted  men 

12 

46 

26 

84 

Ae'S'recate  ...  

i 

302 

For  details  of  the  part  taken  by  the  several  regiments  of  my  com- 
mand in  the  operations  of  the  twenty-one  days  from  November  14 
to  December  5,  inclusive,  I refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regimental 
commanders,  copies  of  which  are  forwarded  Avitli  this  report. 

In  closing  you  Avill  allow  me  to  add  that  it  was  the  fortune  of  the 
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Third  Brigade  to  be  in  the  thickest  of  all  this  conflict,  as  its  long  list 
of  casualties  attests,  and  whether  in  covering  a retreat,  in  making  a 
night  attack,  in  meeting  an  assault,  or  in  the  charge,  all,  both  offi- 
cers and  men,  have  performed  their  duties  assigned  them  with  the 
most  determined  bravery,  and  have  proved  themselves  reliable  in 
any  emergency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HUMPHREY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  George  A.  Hicks, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Maj.  Cornelius  Byington,  Second  Michigan  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Second  Michigan  Infantry, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  22,  1863. 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I have 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
the  operations  of  the  14th,  15th,  16th,  and  17th  of  November : 

About  noon  of  the  14th  November,  the  regiment  left  its  quarters 
near  Lenoir’s  Station,  Tenn. , and  marched  to  Huff’s  Ferry,  arriving 
early  in  the  evening,  and  bivouacked  near  that  place. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  15th  November,  commenced  our  march 
back  toward  Lenoir’s  Station,  where  we  arrived  about  noon  of  the 
. same  day  and  bivouacked  in  the  fields  between  the  river  and  station. 
Here  we  remained  about  four  hours.  At  the  end  of  that  time  this 
regiment,  together  with  the  Seventeenth  Michigan,  moved  out  the 
Kingston  road  to  the  high  ground  about  250  yards  in  front  of  the 
station  and  formed  in  line,  right  in  front,  on  the  right  of  the  road 
and  perpendicular  to  it,  the  right  of  the  regiment  being  near  to  and 
in  support  of  a section  of  Roemer’s  battery.  On  this  ground  we  re- 
mained till  about  2 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  when  we  fell 
back  to  our  former  position  in  rear  of  the  railroad  and  parallel  to  it. 

About  daybreak  this  regiment,  with  the  Twentieth  Michigan,  left 
the  station,  moving  back  on  the  road  toward  Knoxville,  leaving  the 
Seventeenth  Michigan  behind  us,  our  brigade  forming  the  rear 
guard  in  the  retreat.  About  9 o’clock  in  the  morning  we  halted  in 
our  march  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  right  in  front,  on  the  right 

of  the  road  facing  toward  Lenoir’s  Station,  in  rear  of Creek, 

one  company  being  thrown  out  to  skirmish  on  our  right  flank,  the 
Twentieth  Michigan  being  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  our  left,  to  the 
left  of  road,  in  support  of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan,  which  had 
commenced  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the 
creek.  Here  we  remained  a short  time  without  exchanging  shots 
with  the  enemy  and  then  moved  off  by  the  right  flank  on  our  line  of 
retreat,  the  skirmishers  moving  along  with  us  on  our  leit  flank. 

About  1 mile  from Creek  we  halted,  formed  in  line  of  bat- 

tle in  the  same  manner  as  before  on  the  brow  of  an  elevation,  the 
right  of  the  regiment  being  in  the  woods,  the  left  in  the  fields,  and 
threw  out  one  company  to  skirmish  in  front  of  the  regimental  line, 
the  left  of  the  line  being  in  support  of  one  section  of  Roemer’s  bat- 
tery. From  this  point  we  fell  back  slowly  in  line  of  battle  through 
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tlie  woods,  our  skirmisliers  exchanging  sliots  with  the  enemy,  who 
followed  closely  our  retreating  line.  But  pressing  too  closely,  tlie 
line  halted,  delivered  a few  volleys,  then  slowly  retreated.  Alter- 
nately halting  and  retreating,  we  arrived  at  length  at  an  open  field, 
on  the  edge  of  which  the  line  halted  and  opened  a hot  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  who  was  not  slow  to  return  the  compliment.  Up  to  this  time 
our  loss  was  about  10  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  1 officer.  Cap- 
tain Farrand,  being  among  the  wounded. 

Falling  back  from  this  line  toward  Campbeirs  Station,  the  regi- 
ment formed  in  line  in  the  open  field,  the  Twentieth  Michigan  on 
our  left.  Here  I threw  out  one  company  to  skirmish  between  our 
right  flank  and  the  woods  on  our  right.  This  company  was  relieved 
by  skirmishers  from  Twenty -third  Michigan.  The  enemy  en- 
deavoring to  flank  us  by  throwing  troops  from  the  woods  against 
our  right  flank,  was  handsomely  met  and  foiled  in  his  attempt.  It 
was  while  holding  this  line  that  the  regiment  lost  the  heaviest.  The 
enemy  having  the  cover  of  the  woods,  picked  off  our  men  who  were 
exposed  in  the  open  fields.  We  were  relieved  at  length  by  troops  of 
the  Second  Brigade  and  fell  back  to  a hollow,  a short  distance  in  rear 
of  the  line  just  spoken  of.  Toward  evening  we  left  this  hollow,  fell 
back  about  a quarter  of  a mile  and  again  formed  in  line  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  facing  the  station,  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  on  our 
right,  the  TAAentieth  Michigan  on  our  left  in  support  of  artillery 
which  was  posted  on  high  ground  in  front  of  us.  Here  we  remained 
until  dusk,  when  we  moved  off  by  the  right  flank  on  the  Knoxville 
road,  arriving  at  Knoxville  about  4 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
17th. 

My  losses  in  the  engagement  of  the  16th  were  8 killed,  27  wounded 
(1  officer  and  26  enlisted  men,  1 enlisted  man  having  since  died),  and 
2 missing,  making  a total  of  32.  I took  into  the  engagement  13  offi- 
cers and  201  muskets.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  their 
usual  gallantry,  and  when  all  behaved  more  than  well  I cannot  men- 
tion one  without  doing  manifest  injustice  to  his  com^Danions. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CORNELIUS  BYINGTON, 
Major,  Coni7nandirig  Second  Michigan  Infantry. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Third  Brigade. 


No.  20. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  V.  Ruehle,  Second  Michigan  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  Michigan  Vol.  Infantry, 

In  Rifle-pits,  at  K^ioxville,  Tenn.,  November  24,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  orders,  this  regi- 
ment, except  those  on  picket,  was  taken  out  the  rifle-pits  at  7 o’clock 
this  morning  by  Major  Byington,  and  made  a charge  on  the  enemy  s 
intrenched  pickets. 

After  the  regiment  had  reached  the  line  of  our  own  pickets,  it  was 
ordered  to  charge  on  a double-quick,  and,  moving  to  the  left  oblique, 
reached  and  cleared  the  enemy’s  pickets  intrenched,  that  is,  opposite 
the  right  of  Benjamin’s  battery.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered 
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to  ]ialt,  and  under  cover  of  tlie  ref)el  pit,  lield  it  from  tlie  enemy  lor 
nearly  a half  hour,  the  regiment  during  this  time  subject  to  heavy 
musketry  from  their  front  and  left,  and  from  rebel  sharpshooters  on 
their  right  flank. 

It  was  here  that  the  adjutant  was  instantly  killed.  Lieutenant 
Galpin  mortally  wounded,  and  soon  followed  the  report  that  the 
major  was  wounded.  After  he  was  wounded  he  gave  the  order  to 
fall  back,  though  he  himself  was  not  to  be  got  off  the  field. 

1 , being  next  in  rank,  took  command.  The  shortest  way  to  the  rail- 
road was  taken,  and  on  reaching  the  reserve  of  our  pickets,  the  regi- 
ment was  halted  and  I ordered  Captain  Moores  to  report  at  brigade, 
headquarters  for  further  orders ; whereupon  the  regiment  Avas  or- 
(lered  to  their  rifle-pits,  having  been  gone  about  two  hours.  The 
officers  and  men  behaved  as  well  as  they  always  did.  Men  com- 
menced falling  from  the  time  we  left  our  own  picket  line  until  we 
got  back  to  the  railroad.  Captain  Stevenson,  Avith  24  men,  10  of 
whom,  besides  the  captain,  Avounded,  Avere  disconnected  from  the 
regiment,  and  were  obliged  to  remain  with  our  pickets  until  dark, 
when  they  could  with  safety  rejoin  the  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  V.  RUEHLE, 

Captain,  Comdg.  Second  Regiment  Michigan  Vol.  Infantry. 

Lieut.  B.  H.  Berry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjidant- General. 


No.  21. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lorin  L.  Comstock,  Seventeenth  Michigan 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  21,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : In  compliance  with  orders,  I have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  my  command  from  the  14th  to  the  17th 
of  this  month : 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  we  received  orders  at  7 o’clock 
to  pack  all  baggage  and  be  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice,  leav- 
ing nothing  behind.  At  12  m.  the  assembly  sounded,  and  we  moved 
off  toward  Loudon,  following  the  Second  Michigan  till  near  7 or  8 
p.  m. , and  halted  in  the  woods,  resting  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of 
the  enemy. 

Between  3 and  4 o’clock  the  next  morning,  the  15th  instant,  we 
marched  quietly  back,  left  in  front,  toward  Lenoir’s,  where  we  arrived 
near  12  m.  Here  we  stacked  arms  and  the  men  made  coffee.  MoA-ed 
again  between  3 and  4 p.  m.,  and  took  position  with  the  brigade 
back  of  the  village,  on  the  Kingston  road,  threw  out  skirmishers, 
and  lay  in  line  of  battle  till  near  daylight,  when  we  fell  back  to  the 
railroad,  stacked  arms,  and  rested  while  the  troops  passed  to  the  rear. 
Here  we  received  notice  that  our  regiment  was  to  form  the  rear 
guard  and  cover  the  retreat  toward  Knoxville.  Three  companies, 
under  Captains  Tyler  and  Phillips,  and  Lieutenant  Billingsley,  were 
thrown  out  as  skirmishers,  under  the  general  suj)ervision  of  Capt.  F. 
W.  Swift  (acting  major). 
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We  were  overtaken  and  attacked  by  tlie  enemy  at  9.30  a.  m.  at 
Creek,  near  Campbell’s  Station.  Col.  W.  Humplirey,  com- 
manding brigade,  sent  me  orders  to  hold  the  enemy  at  all  hazards 
until  the  brigade  could  find  a better  position  and  form  line.  The 
enemy  crowded  upon  us  in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  here  was 
the  most  trying  part  of  the  day.  The  men  fought  well  and  held 
their  ground  until  flanked  upon  both  right  and  left.  We  then  fell 
back  in  line  of  battle  to  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  brigade,  where 
Colonel  Humphrey  ordered  us  to  the  rear.  We  had  marched  but  a 
few  rods  when  we  received  orders  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Michigan  and  extend  skirmishers  farther  to  the  left  to  prevent 
being  flanked.  The  enemy  pressed  boldly  forward,  and  the  whole 
brigade  was  soon  hotly  engaged.  Still  they  crowded  us,  but  we 
fought  them  determinedly.  They  were  flanking  us  on  both  right 
and  left,  our  skirmishers  were  falling  back  in  much  confusion  be- 
fore their  strong  lines,  and  everything  looked  gloomy  ; but  Colonel 
Humphrey  came  to  us  just  in  time,  and  ordered  me  to  charge  and 
drive  the  enemy  back  out  of  the  woods.  The  men  sprang  forward 
with  cheer  after  cheer,  and,  the  Twentieth  coming  gallantly  to  our 
aid,  we  drove  them  back  out  of  the  woods  and  over  the  field  in 
double-quick. 

Colonel  Humphrey  at  once  ordered  us  to  march  in  retreat,  and 
under  cover  of  the  shock  given  by  the  charge  we  marched  slowly 
and  in  good  order  to  the  large  brick  house  in  the  open  field.  Here 
we  filed  in  by  the  flank  and  crossed  to  the  right  of  the  road.  The 
enemy  soon  came  down  upon  us  from  the  woods  and  high  weeds  in 
front.  Colonel  Humphrey  commanded  Fire  by  file,”  and  after  one 
round  he  ordered  us  to  the  right  of  the  brigade.  Here  we  found  the 
enemy  coming  out  of  the  woods  again,  but  one  well-aimed  volley 
sent  them  reeling  back  under  cover.  Here  we  lay  in  line  iintil  the 
brigade  was  relieved  by  colonel  commanding  Second  Brigade,  when 
we  fell  back  to  the  creek,  stacked  arms,  and  rested  until  3.30  p.  m., 
when  we  marched  back  to  the  rear  of  the  batteries,  stacked  arms, 
and  rested  till  dark.  We  then  fell  in  and  marched  toward  Knox- 
ville, reaching  it  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  near  4 o’clock. 

I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
regiment,  but  will  mention  some  who  are  especially  deserving  of 
notice.  I am  greatly  indebted  to  Capt.  F.  W.  Swift  (acting  major), 
Capt.  John  Tyler,  and  Adjt.  R.  A.  Watts,  for  their  brave,  gallant, 
and  efficient  conduct  during  the  entire  day.  Captain  Tyler,  after 
being  severely  wounded,  used  every  effort  to  inspire  courage  and 
steadiness  among  the  men  until,  faint  and  exhausted,  he  was  borne 
from  the  field.  Among  the  bravest  of  the  men  were  Color  Sergt. 
Joseph  E.  Bran  die,  who  being  wounded  severely,  a ball  entering  his 
head,  passing  through  the  right  eye,  still  held  to  the  colors  until  or- 
dered to  the  rear  by  myself ; and  Charles  Thompson,  carrier  of  the 
State  colors,  was  equally  gallant,  and  called  upon  the  men  to  stand 
firmly  by  the  standard  he  bore  ; also  Corpl.  A.  P.  Curtis,  who  took 
the  colors  from  the  sergeant  and  bore  them  gallantly  through  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  COMSTOCK, 

Li eidenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment, 

Lieut.  B.  H.  Berry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Knoxville.  East  Tenn.,  Novemher  21,  I860. 

Lieutenant  : I have  tlie  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I started  with  my  command  at 
an  early  hour  last  evening  to  effect  the  destruction  of  the  brick 
building  which  served  as  a safe  cover  for  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters 
in  front  of  our  fort  batteries.  On  reaching  our  line  of  skirmishers 
I found  the  building  was  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Awaiting  a 
favorable  moment;  Companies  A and  F,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenants Archibald  and  Billingsley,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and 
moved  rapidly  forward,  followed  by  the  burning  j)arty  of  5 picked 
men,  with  orders  to  rally  on  the  building.  Pending  this  movement 
the  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  skirmish  line  of  Colonel 
Morrison’s  brigade.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  on  each  flank, 
and  the  regiment  was  moved  forward  on  the  double-quick  to  sujj- 
port  the  detachment  selected  to  clear  and  burn  the  building.  The 
enemy  in  and  around  the  building,  after  firing  one  volley  and  a few 
random  shots,  fled  precipitately.  After  seeing  the  brick  building 
and  the  out-buildings  in  its  immediate  vicinity  well  fired,  the  regi- 
ment moved  back  in  good  order  to  the  skirmish  line,  where  w^e 
remained  a short  time,  to  prevent  any  successful  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  save  the  building.  Seeing  no  attempt  made,  we  retired, 
coming  up  the  road  on  the  left  of  the  fort,  to  avoid  the  glare  of  the 
fires  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  pickets.  Just  before  reaching  the 
rifle-jjits  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  with  artillery,  killing  2 and 
wounding  4.  Owing  to  a sharp  cross-fire  from  the  enemy’s  pickets 
on  our  right,  and  a fire  in  the  rear  of  that  part  of  our  line  which, 
from  some  misapprehension,  came  from  the  pickets  of  this  brigade, 
it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  make  any  persistent  attempt  to 
destroy  the  log  barn  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  buildings  burned. 
With  this  unimportant  exception,  the  object  of  the  expedition  was 
successfully  attained. 

To  Capt.  P.  W.  Swift,  acting  major,  and  Adjt.  R.  A.  Watts  much 
credit  is  due  for  their  gallant  and  efficient  conduct  on  the  occasion, 
and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  conduct  of  tlie 
officers  and  men  of  the  entire  command  was  entirely  satisfactory. 

In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Billingsley  the  regiment  and  service 
have  sustained  the  loss  of  a brave  and  efficient  officer.  All  the 
wounded,  owing  to  the  very  slight  nature  of  the  wounds,  are  still  on 
duty  with  their  companies. 

Inclosed  is  a list  of  casualties.  * 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventeenth  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  B.  H.  Berry",  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  22. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Byron  M.  Cutcheon,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry, 
Fortifications  before  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  21,  1863. 
Sir  : In  accordance  with  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  of  this 
date  I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  operations 

Slio-svs  1 office'!-  and  1 man  killed  and  4 men  wounded, 

2-1  L K— VOL  XXXI,  PT  I 


370 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  JS'.  ALA.,  AAD  :N.  GA.  [Chap.  XIAII. 


of  this  command  from  the  time  it  left  Lenoir’s  Station  till  it  came 
within  these  fortifications  : 

On  Saturday,  November  14,  we  broke  camp  at  Lenoir’s  at  day- 
light, and  about  noon,  in  common  with  the  remainder  of  the  divis- 
ion, took  up  a line  of  march  to  Huff’s  Ferry,  where  we  arrived  at 
about  dark  the  same  night,  a distance  of  about  10  miles.  That 
night  we  slept  upon  our  arms,  and  the  men  suffered  considerably 
from  the  cold  and  rain. 

Before  daylight  the  next  morning  the  regiment  was  again  upon 
the  road,  and  arrived  again  at  Lenoir’s  at.  about  noon,  after  a very 
tiresome  march,  on  account  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  road  from 
the  recent  rains. 

At  about  2 p.  m.  this  regiment  was  ordered  to  return  about  3 miles 
upon  the  Loudon  road  to  the  point  where  the  Telegraph  road  turns 
off  toward  Kingston,  and  hold  the  forks  of  the  roads  until  the  Sec- 
ond Division  should  have  passed  us  and  then  fall  back  covering 
them. 

The  regiment  had  nearly  reached  the  forks  of  the  road  when  it  was 
overtaken  by  an  aide  from  Brigadier-General  Potter,  commanding 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  who  ordered  it  back  to  the  point  where  the  rail- 
road and  highway  separate,  1 mile  from  Lenoir’s,  where  we  took  up 
a position  on  a slight  eminence  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  across  the 
highway  and  railroad. 

The  command  remained  here  until  the  Second  Division  had  passed 
and  the  stragglers  had  ceased  to  come  in,  when  we  moved  to  the 
front  and  took  a position  in  line  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
on  the  Kingston  road.  We  had  scarcely  stacked  arms  when  we  were 
ordered  again  to  the  Loudon  road  to  protect  the  left  flank.  By  di- 
rection of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  then  commanding,  I deployed 
four  companies  as  skirmishers,  their  right  connecting  with  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Infantry  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  their  left 
resting  upon  the  railroad  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  from  the  sta- 
tion. The  remaining  six  companies  were  held  in  reserve,  and  all  lay 
upon  their  arms  without  sleeping  or  taking  off  their  knapsacks. 

Between  the  hours  of  3 and  4 a.  m.  Monday,  November  16,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  in,  and  after  assembling  the  skirmishers  it 
rejoined  the  brigade  near  the  station,  where  it  lay  until  daylight. 
Meanwdiile  Company  C was  detailed  to  assist  in  destroying  the  trains 
of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  state 
that  most  of  the  baggage  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  was  destroyed. 
By  whose  order  I am  not  aware. 

The  Third  Brigade  being  the  rear  guard,  the  position  of  the  regi- 
ment was  next  to  the  rear.  We  had  scarcely  left  the  station  when 
skirmishing  commenced,  and  the  enemy  followed  us  closely,  keeping 
most  of  the  time  in  sight.  No  actual  collision  occurred  until  we 
reached  a point  about  a mile  from  the  junction  of  the  Kingston  with 
the  Loudon  road.  Here  a stand  was  made,  the  Twentieth  being  in 
line  upon  a hill  to  the  left  of  the  road,  supporting  a piece  of  artillery. 
Company  B,  Capt.  C.  T.  Allen,  which  company  had  hitherto  been 
acting  as  flankers,  was  now  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  the  right  of 
the  road  in  the  woods.  After  a brief  stand  at  this  point  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  back,  and  moved  back  by  the  left  flank  and  again 
took  position  to  the  left  of  the  road  on  a high  hill,  the  Second 
Michigan  Infantry  being  on  the  right  of  the  road,  supporting  a piece 
of  artillery.  At  this  point  Company  B retook  its  place  in  line,  and 
Company  D,  Capt.  C.  B.  Grant,  was  ordered  to  tfie  front  as  skir- 
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misliers,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  Seveiiteentli  Michigan  Infantry, 
now  falling  hack  after  a heavy  skirmish. 

When  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry  had  j)ass('(l  around  our 
left  flank  and  regained  the  road  the  regiment  again  fell  back  grad- 
ually, the  skirmishers  C(wering  the  movement,  until  it  gainecl  the 
edge  of  a piece  of  woods  and  formed,  its  right  i-esting  on  the  road  and 
its  left  supported  by  the  Seveiiteentli  Michigan  Infantry,  which  by 
this  time  had  reformed  on  our  left.  The  enemy  advanced  rapidly 
and  attempte4  to  outflank  our  left.  The  line  had  scarcely  been 
formed  when  the  regiment  met  its  greatest  loss  in  the  death  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Smith,  commanding.  He  fell  pierced  through  the 
brain  by  a bullet,  and  expired  instantly,  without  a word  or  a groan, 
while  bravely  encouraging  the  men  and  setting  them  an  example  of 
coolness  and  "intrepidity.  I cannot  forbear  here  to  Testify  to  his  effi- 
ciency as  an  officer,  his  faithfulness  and  courage  as  a soldier,  and  his 
worth  as  a man. 

On  the  fall  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  the  undersigned  immedi- 
ately assumed  command.  Notwithstanding  the  shock  produced  by 
the  fall  of  their  leader  the  regiment  did  not  waver  for  a moment, 
but  seemed  to  rally  with  new  vigor  and  increased  steadiness.  The 
men  were  falling  fast,  when  the  regiment  was  again  ordered  back. 
We  now  fell  back  to  near  the  junction  of  the  Kingston  and  Loudon 
road,  when  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry,  being  ordered  to 
charge  and  drive  back  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  the  three  left  com- 
panies of  the  Twentieth,  supposing  the  order  to  be  general,  charged 
with  them,  and  did  good  service.  We  now  fell  back  from  the  woods 
through  a wide,  open  field,  receiving  a volley  from  the  rebel  lines  at 
long  range. 

We  next  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  a short  distance  in 
front  of  the  village  of  Campbell’s  Station,  and  Company  D retook 
its  place  in  line,  and  a detail  of  2 from  each  company,  under 
Lieutenant  Blood,  Company  D,  was  made  to  relieve  them.  Here 
we  remained  exposed  to  a galling  flank  fire  until  about  2 p.  m., 
when  we  were  relieved  by  the  Second  Brigade,  after  being  (.‘onstantly 
under  fire  for  four  hours. 

After  lying  in  reserve  until  near  night  we  took  a new  position  in 
rear  of  Campbell’s  Station,  and  at  dark  took  up  a line  of  march  to 
this  place,  which  we  reached  at  about  5 a.  m.  on  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  exceedingly  worn-out,  weary,  and  yet  ready  for  the  labors 
before  us,  having  marched  24  miles  and  been  under  fire  eight  hours 
out  of  the  twenty-four. 

Of  the  conduct  and  fate  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  I have  already 
spoken,  and  it  is  only  needful  to  say  that  every  officer  and  man,  so 
far  as  I observed,  did  his  whole  duty.  The  company  commanders 
report  that  the  conduct  of  their  men  was  so  uniformly  good  that 
they  cannot  specify  instances.  I will  only  speak  of  Capt.  G.  C. 
Barnes,  who  assisted  me  in  command  of  the  regiment,  who  was  at 
all  times  prompt  and  efficient,  and  Captain  Grant  and  Lieutenant 
Blood,  who  commanded  the  skirmishers,  Avho  exposed  themselves 
freely  and  handled  their  men  well. 

I append  hereto  a list*  of  casualties,  and  may  add  that  since  our 
arrival  in  the  fortifications  we  have  lost  1 officer  and  1 man  wounded — 
Capt.  F.  Porter,  Company  E,  and  Private  W.  Filkins,  Company  B. 


* Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1 officer  and  2 men  killed  ; 1 officer  and  21*  men 
wounded,  and  4 men  missing. 


372 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIH. 


Notwithstanding  the  hardships  endnred,  the  spirits  and  health  of 
the  men  are  good,  and  they  are  still  ready  to  undergo  whatever  may 
he  necessary  to  secure  the  success  of  our  arms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  M.  CUTCHEON,  . 
Major,  Commanding  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Lieut.  B.  H.  Berry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry, 

Fort  Sanders,  Knoxville,  East  Tenn.,  December  2,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : In  accordance  with  circular  of  this  date  from  bri- 
gade headquarters,  I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  night  of  the  28th  and  morning 
of  the  29th  ultimo  by  my  command  : 

At  the  time  of  the  first  attack,  Lieut.  C.  S.  Wortley,  Company  K, 
of  this  regiment,  was  on  picket  with  35  men  and  5 non-commissioned 
officers  in  front  of  the  southwest  salient  of  the  fort.  When  the  at- 
tack was  first  made  the  men  discharged  their  pieces,  but  were  over- 
powered by  numbers  and  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  the  reserve, 
which  in  turn  also  was  forced  back.  About  half  a dozen  men  came 
back  to  the  regiment,  of  whom  3 were  slightly  wounded ; all  but  1 I 
sent  back  to  their  posts.  When  the  picket  line  was  re-established 
Lieutenant  Wortley  succeeded  in  collecting  27  of  his  men,  and  estab- 
lished them  upon  the  new  line.  Among  the  missing  was  a large 
proportion  of  non-commissioned  officers.  Immediately  after  the 
attack  in  front  of  the  fort  one  was  also  made  on  that  part  of  the  line  in 
front  of  this  regiment,  which  lies  on  the  farther  side  of  the  railroad. 
Though  nothing  could  be  seen,  the  command  ‘‘Forward  to  the  rail- 
road” w^as  distinctly  heard  from  the  rebel  officers.  Our  men  stood 
their  ground  but  a short  time,  and  fell  back  across  the  railroad. 
Immediately  the  firing  ceased,  I ordered  several  men  at  different 
points  along  the  line  to  make  their  wa}^  carefully  to  the  railroad  and 
report  the  condition  of  affairs.  They  soon  returned,  and  reported 
that  they  had  been  to  the  railroad;  that  there  was  no  enemy  this  side, 
but  that  there  seemed  to  be  about  a regiment  on  the  other  side, 
intrenching  along  the  bank  of  the  railroad.  This  I reported  to  the 
colonel  commanding  the  brigade,  who  directed  me  to  throw  forward 
vedettes  to  the  railroad,  with  picks  and  spades,  and  there  intrench 
themselves. 

Accordingly,  I detailed  20  men,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Louns- 
berry.  Company  I,  who  deployed  his  men  in  front  of  the  works  and 
moved  forward  to  the  railroad.  Within  3 rods  of  the  latter  they  were 
met  by  a heavy  volley  from  a line  of  skirmishers  which  had  crossed 
the  railroad.  Lieutenant  Lounsberry  with  his  men  returned  the  fire, 
and  fell  back  a few  rods  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  with  the  loss  of  1 
man  severely  wounded,  and  1 missing,  supposed  to  be  wounded  and 
captured.  Lieutenant  Lounsberry  then  intrenched  himself  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  which  position  he  held  the  remainder  of  the  night, 
and  during  the  fight  of  the  morning. 

At  the  time  the  pickets  were  driven  in  from  beyond  the  railroad 
one  piece  of  the  Second  New  York  Artillery  was  taken  from  the 
third  redoubt  and  fired  several  limes  ovei*  the  heads  of  the  men  in 
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tlie  rifle-pits.  One  of  the  shells  exploded  at  the  muzzle  of  the  gun, 
instantly  killing  Corporal  Haight,  of  Company  H,  and  wounding 
(probably  mortall}^)  Private  Van  Atter,  Company  K.  We  were  also 
annoyed  by  shells  from  the  enemy’s  battery  on  the  south  side  of  tlie 
river.  One  of  these  struck  in  the  rifle-pit,  killing  ] man  and  wound- 
ing another.  Immediately  after  the  first  attack^  by  orders  from  bri^ 
gade  headquarters.  Company  C was  sent  into  the  fort  and  took 
position  in  the  salient  near  General  Ferrero’s  headquarters.  There 
they  remained,  doing  excellent  service  during  the  subsequent  engage*- 
ment.  When  the  final  attack  was  made  at  daylight,  a part  of  the 
pickets,  under  Lieutenant  W ortley,  also  took  position  in  the  fort,  and 
fought  bravely.  In  consequence  of  the  lay  of  the  ground  it  was 
impossible  for  any  of  our  line  to  the  right  of  the  first  redoubt  to  see 
the  enemy,  but  Companies  A and  D,  on  the  left,  occupying  the  right 
wing  of  the  fort,  had  an  excellent  position,  commanding  the  whole 
of  the  west  face  of  the  fort.  They  kept  up  a rapid  and  effectual  fire 
throughout  the  fight,  firing  nearly  40  rounds  to  the  man. 

Being  myself  at  the  center  of  the  regiment,  I did  not  witness  the 
conduct  of  the  men,  but  it  is  reported  by  the  officers  in  charge  to 
have  been  excellent ; every  man  stood  to  his  post  and  behaved  with 
the  utmost  activity  and  gallantry.  I append  hereto  a list  of  our 
losses. 

H!  SH  * Hi 

Recapitulation : Killed,  2 ; wounded,  8 ; missing,  13.  Total,  23. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  here  to  state  that  Capt.  W.  D.  Wiltsie  and 
Private  Sevy,  Company  E,  wounded  in  the  pits  on  the  24th  and  25th 
ultimo,  died  of  their  wounds  on  the  28th. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  M.  CUTCHEON, 

Major,  Commanding  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Lieut.  B.  H.  Berry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  23. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Mathew  M,  Dawson,  One  hundredth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  One  Hundredth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Novemher  21,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  One  hun- 
dredth Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  from  the  14th  to  the  21st  of  Nov- 
vember,  1863: 

Upon  the  breaking  up  of  camp  at  Lenoir’s  Station,  Tenn.,  the  regi- 
ment was  detailed  as  guard  for  the  trains  of  the  First  Division,  Ninth 
Army  Corps.  Subsequently  a detail  to  load  forage  was  called  for, 
and  Companies  A;  F,  and  D,  under  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  J. 
Hamilton,  were  detailed  for  that  purpose.  The  remaining  seven 
companies  soon  after  moved  with  the  train  and  arrived  Avith  it  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  on  the  16th  November.  The  companies  Avhich 
had  been  detailed  at  Lenoir’s  remained  at  that  place  until  3 o’clock 
of  the  16th  November,  when  Captain  Hamilton,  having  understood 
that  he  had  been  relieved,  marched,  via  Concord  and  Campbell’s 
Station,  to  rejoin  the  regiment,  and  at  the  latter  place  was  halted  by 
an  aide  of  General  Burnside,  and  upon  reporting  to  Capt.  George  A. 
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Hicks,  assistant  adjutan  t-general,  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
Avas  assigned  to  duty  with  tlie  Second  Brigade  of  that  diAdsion,  Col. 
B.  C.  Christ  commanding.  He  participated  in  the  operations  of  that 
brigade  until  the  arriA^al  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  when 
he  reported  to  Colonel  Humphrey,  its  commander,  and  was  under 
his  command  during  tlie  greater  j^art  of  the  action  at  Campbelhs 
Station,  Tenn.  On  the  arrival  of  the  brigade  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
the  regiment  reported  to  Colonel  Humphrey  for  duty. 

I have  the  honor,  lieutenant,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
seiA’^ant, 

M.  M.  DAWSON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment 
Lieut.  B.  H.  Berry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adgutomt- General. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Col.  John  F.  Hartranft,  Fifty -first  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  Second  Division. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Ninth  Arma"  Corps, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  24,  I860. 

Colonel:  I have  to  report  that  at  about  9 p.  m.  on  the  23d  instant, 
the  enemy  advanced  in  force  sufficient  to  compel  the  skirmishers  on 
our  front,  at  the  intersection  of  their  line  with  the  Clinton  road,  to 
fall  back.  The  enemy  immediately  occupied  tliis  point,  and  during 
the  night  constructed  rifle-pits  for  the  defense  of  their  skirmishers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at  7 o’clock,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  general,  1 sent  a force,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, about  400  men,  the  Avhole  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hawkes,  with  instructions  to  form  in  rear  of  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers (as  existing  at  that  time,  forming  almost  a right  angle  with 
the  original  line),  and  to  advance  quietly  and  rapidly  upon  the  en- 
emy. They  did  so,  and  re-established  the  old  line  Avithout  much 
resistance. 

The  officers  and  men  engaged  behaved  gallantly,  taking  6 prisoners. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  casualties : Killed,  5 enlisted  men ; 
wounded,  2 officers  and  11  enlisted  men  ; missing,  4 enlisted  men. 
Total,  22. 

Very  respectfullv.  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  HARTBANFT, 
Colonel,  Commamding. 

Lieut.  Col.  N.  Boaven, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral . 


No.  25. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Mahlon  D.  Manson,  U.  8.  Army,  command- 
ing Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Taventy-third  Arma^  Corps, 

13  Miles  from  Knoxville  and  4 Aliles  from 

Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  December  8,  1863. 
Colonel  : I did  not  overtake  the  command  last  night  until  it  had 
arrived,  with  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  at  Flat  Creek,  near  this  place. 
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1 found  General  White  here  with  liis  division.  General  Hascall, 
from  some  unknown  cause,  left  the  advancing  column  at  the  forks 
of  the  roads  leading  to  Rutledge  and  Strawberry  Plains,  4 miles 
this  side  of  Knoxville,  and  took  the  right-hand  road  to  Armstrong’s 
Ferry,  where,  with  his  division,  he  crossed  the  river.  He  also  t(jok 
with  him  the  supply  train  of  my  entire  command,  which  had  been 
directed  to  follow  in  his  rear.  I have  ordered  him  to  recross  the 
river  at  Strawberry  Plains. 

I know  nothing  of  the  enemy.  General  Shackelford  is  about  2 
miles  in  my  front. 

' I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAHLOK  D.  MANSON, 
Brigadier-  General ^ Coymnanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Richmond, 

Assistavt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquakters  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Near  Chesterfield,  December  8,  1863—2.15  p.  m. 

Colonel  : General  Hascall  was  this  morning  at  Strawberry 
Plains.  He  notified  me  that  he  would  cross  the  men  on  the  railroad 
bridge  and  the  wagons  and  artillery  some  little  distance  below.  I 
learn  from  a contraband  that  the  rebel  force  encamped  last  night  at 
Powder  Spring  Gap,  which  is  12  miles  beyond  this.  The  infantry 
had  all  passed  a day  or  two  ago.  General  Shackelford  moved  early 
this  morning.  General  Potter  moved  at  12  m.  to  Blain’s  Cross- 
Roads.  Inclosed  please  find  dispatch  from  General  Shackelford. 
Hascall  will  certainly  join  me  some  time  this  afternoon. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

MAHLON  D.  MAKSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Comman ding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Richmond, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 


Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 

December  8,  1863. 

General  Manson, 

Commanding  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 

General  : 1 learn  from  a reliable  citizen  that  General  Armstrong 
left  this  place  at  11.30  o’clock  on  yesterday,  and  last  night,  with  the 
infantry,  was  to  encamp  at  the  Powder  Spring  Gap  road,  7 miles 
from  here.  The  citizen  heard  General  Armstrong  direct  a colonel 
to  encamp  his  men  on  the  river  road  about  4 miles  to  the  right  of 
this  place. 

Respectfully, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — One  regiment  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  camped  here  last 
night.  The  citizen  says  the  infantry  left  at  1 o’clock  on  Sunday. 
We  are  now  2 miles  above  the  cross-roads. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
Haines^  House,  near  Brice’s  Mill,  December  8,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Hascalhs 
division  has  arrived  and  gone  into  camp  at  this  place,  and  that  my 
whole  command  is  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice. . I 
shall,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  await  orders  from  the  major- 
general  commanding. 

The  Ninth  Corps  moved  forward  at  12  or  1 o’clock  to-day,  and 
will  probably  encamp  to-night  8 or  10  miles  from  here,  if  their  orders 
are  to  proceed  that  far  and  they  meet  with  no  opposition.  General 
Shackelford  is  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps  some  distance,  and  was, 
I am  informed,  joined  this  afternoon  by  the  forces  of  Colonel  Foster 
from  above.  My  troops  are  in  good  condition  for  marching,  and 
forage  for  the  animals  is  abundant.  General  Shackelford  arrived 
at  Powder  Spring  Gap  at  11.30  a.  m.  to-day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAHLON  D.  MANSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Richmond,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

P.  S. — The  railroad  bridge  at  Strawberry  Plains,  which  was  par- 
tially burned  by  the  rebels,  can  be  repaired  in  three  days  by  a regi- 
ment of  men. 

Since  writing  the  above  have  received  the  inclosed  dispatch  from 
General  Shackelford. 

Enclosure. 1 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Suburbs  Rutledge,  {^December  8,  1863] — 1.45  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Manson, 

Commanding  Twenty -third  Army  Corps: 

General:  We  have  just  reached  here.  Captured  15  prisoners  in 
the  edge  of  the  town.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  are  in  line  of  battle,  in 
])lain  view,  in  the  other  end  of  the  town.  General  Longstreet,  with 
liis  command,  left  here  this  morning.  Of  the  truth  of  this  there  can 
be  no  question,  as  I learn  from  both  prisoners  and  citizens.  McLaws’ 
lieadquarters  were  at  the  house  I occupy,  and  he  left  here  at  7 a.  m. 
They  left  this  point  with  the  expectation  of  reaching  Bean’s  Station 
to-night.  I am  waiting  for  my  corps  to  get  up  before  I make  any 
further  move. 

General  Ransom’s  command  also  left  here  this  morning. 
Respectfully, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Second  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Knoxville,  November  25,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  a part  of  this  command  from  the  13th  to  the  17th 
instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th,  the  Second  Brigade,  together  with  Com- 
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panies  F and  G,  of  tlie  Eleven tli  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  were 
encamped  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  River,  opposite  Loudon, 
picketing  the  line  from  Blair’s  Ford  to  Huff’s  Ferry,  about  G miles 
below  Loudon,  by  the  route  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

The  First  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Mott,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  Ohio,  had  been  marched  to  and  stationed  at  Kingston 
some  days  previously,  by  order  of  Major-General  Burnside,  com- 
manding'^the  Army  of  the  Ohio.  At  about  7 o’clock  on  the  evening 
of  the  13th  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  at  Loudon  exhibited 
unusual  signs  of  activity,  and  soon  afterward  the  picket  at  Huff’s 
Ferry  reported  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  in  boats  at  that  point  in 
sufficient  force  to  compel  their  retirement  to  avoid  capture,  and  that 
* a bridge  was  in  process  of  construction  by  the  enemy. 

The  available  men  of  the  mounted  infantry  were  at  once  dis- 
patched, under  Capt.  Henry  Curtis,  jr.,  assistant  adjutant-general 
of  the  division,  with  orders  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report.  He 
soon  confirmed  the  previous  statements,  adding  that  a considerable 
force  had  already  crossed  the  river. 

Colonel  Chapin,  commanding  the  brigade,  was  then  directed ^ to 
send  a regiment  (the  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry)  and  a section 
of  Henshaw’s  battery  to  oppose  the  crossing  of  the  enemy  and  the 
construction  of  the  bridge.  This  was  about  11  p.  m. 

Shortly  afterward  I received  an  order  by  telegraph  from  Major- 
General  Burnside  to  prepare  my  command  to  march  toward  Lenoir’s 
Station  at  a moment’s  notice,  and  thereupon  countermanded  the 
order  to  the  detachment  moving  toward  Huff’s  Ferry,  and  directed 
Captain  Curtis  to  remain  at  the  jjosition  held  by  him  as  long  as 
])ossible,  observing  the  enemy’s  movements,  and  to  cover  the  with- 
drawal of  the  brigade,  if  ordered  to  march. 

The  exceeding  darkness  of  the  night  prevented  Captain  Curtis 
from  obtaining  a view  of  the  bridge,  and  the  presence  of  a heavier 
force  of  the  enemy  prevented  him  from  a close  approach.  He 
nevertheless  maintained  his  position,  sending  frequent  reports,  all 
confirmatory  of  the  previous  statements. 

Just  before  daylight  I received  an  order  from  Major-General 
Burnside,  directing  the  command  to  be  marched  to  Lenoir’s  Station 
at  once.  General  Burnside  arrived  at  that  point  soon  after  my 
arrival,  and  subsequently  directed  the  march  of  the  command  back 
to  the  vicinity  of  Huff’s  Ferry,  supported  by  a division  of  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  under  Brigadier-General  Ferrero. 

On  arriving  at  the  meeting-house,  about  3 miles  from  the  ferry, 
the  enemy’s  pickets  were  encountered  and  driven  in.  Colonel 
Chapin  was  directed  to  deploy  two  regiments,  supported  by  a third, 
and  move  forward  on  the  enemy. 

The  Thirteenth  Kentucky  and  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois 
Infantrj^  were  advanced,  supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Ohio,  and  moved  briskly  forward,  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
Avoods  in  our  immediate  front.  The  nature  of  the  ground  over 
Avhich  the  enemy  retreated  wholly  precluded  the  use  of  artillery, 
and  it  was  therefore  placed  in  position  near  the  road,  supported  by 
the  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry. 

The  enemy  made  repeated  attempts  to  withstand  the  rapid  advance 
of  Colonel  Chapin’s  command,  but  were  as  often  routed  and  driA^en 
back.  Their  final  stand  was  made  about  sunset,  when  they  took 
position  on  the  crest  of  a wooded  hill,  in  rear  of  an  open  field,  which 
fronted  the  right  of  their  line.  From  this  position  they  opened  a 
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severe  fire,  aided  by  tlieir  artillery,  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river. 

It  became  necessary,  in  order  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  to  charge 
across  this  field  or  move  by  the  flank  around  it.  The  latter  move- 
ment would  relinquish  the  protection  which  the  river  afforded  to 
my  left  flank,  and  greatly  prolong  the  time  the  men  would  be  under 
a fire,  to  which  they  could  not  respond. 

The  charge  in  line  was  therefore  ordered.  With  a hearty  cheer 
the  men  crossed  the  field  at  double-quick  step  in  the  face  of  a galling 
fire,  dislodged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  in  disorder  from  the  field. 

The  Thirteenth  Kentucky  was  most  exposed,  and  consequently 
suffered  heavily  in  this  gallant  charge,  the  enemy’s  fire  being  chiefly 
directed  upon  that  regiment. 

Night  fell  at  this  time,  and  the  density  of  the  woods  and  extreme 
darkness  of  the  night  preventing  farther  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  the 
command  was  halted  on  the  hill  from  which  he  had  been  driven. 
The  fighting  had  been  almost  continuous  for  2 miles.  Prisoners 
were  taken  from  different  regiments  of  Longstreet’s  corps,  from 
whom  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy’s  strength  was  equal  if  not 
superior  to  ours,  which  was  engaged. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  unknown,  as  night  prevented  an  exam- 
ination of  the  field.  It  was  known  to  be  considerable,  however. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  command  was  ordered 
to  move  back  to  Lenoir’s,  covering  the  rear  of  General  Ferrero’s 
division.  The  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  Infantry,  with  a sec- 
tion of  Henshaw’s  battery,  was  detailed  as  rear  guard,  and  were 
detained  by  a very  heavy  hill,  where  it  became  necessary  to  double 
the  teams  and  move  all  the  guns  and  caissons  of  the  artillery  one  at 
a time  to  the  summit.  All  had  been  so  moved  up  except  one  caisson, 
when  the  enemy,  who  had  approached  covertly,  attacked  in  heavy 
force.  Colonel  Chapin  immediately  prepared  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Ohio  to  receive  him,  and  soon  repulsed  the  attack  ; but  the 
numbers  of  the  enemy  increasing  rapidly,  his  threatening  move- 
ments on  both  flanks  compelled  the  abandonment  of  the  caisson  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill.  The  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio,  with  the 
artillery,  was  in  position  on  the  summit,  where  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  was  checked.  Meanwhile,  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Infantry 
and  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  Infantry  had  been  faced  about 
and  moved  back  to  the  support  qf  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Ohio,  but  the  manifest  disadvantage  of  the  ground  did  not  warrant 
a general  engagement  for  the  recovery  of  the  caisson,  and  which,  if 
successful,  would  have  been  at  great  loss  of  life. 

The  command  then  moved  forward  to  a point  opposite  Loudon, 
where  the  duty  of  rear  guard  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Sigfried’s  di- 
vision, of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  The  march  was  continued  to  Le- 
noir’s Station,  where  we  bivouacked  in  line  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  in  obedience  to  Field  Orders,  No.  81, 
from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith 
submitted,  all  the  wagons  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  ammunition 
train,  together  with  the  camp  furniture  and  equipage  of  the  com- 
mand and  the  officers’  baggage,  was  destroyed,  in  order  that  the 
draught  animals  might  be  used  in  moving  the  artillery  of  both  corps, 
the  state  of  the  roads  rendering  it  impossible  to  move  ifc  otherwise. 
The  march  was  then  continued  toward  Knoxville. 

The  picket  line  was  ordered  to  remain  in  position  untd  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  the  officer  of  the  day.  Major  Brooks, 
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of  the  One  hundred  and  seventli  Illinois  Infantry,  was  directed  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Ferrei-o  for  orders  in  the  matter.  Com- 
pany B,  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio,  which,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Norris,  had  been  detailed  and  posted  at  a ])oint 
outside  the  line  during  the  night,  was,  by  some  error,  not  notified  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  line,  and  were  captured  by  the  enemy.  This 
loss  will  be  made  the  subject  of  investigation  by  a competent  tribu- 
nal and  a further  report  made  thereon. 

Arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Campbell’s  Station,  wliere  the  jun(*tio7i 
of  the  Loudon  and  Kingston  roads  to  Knoxville  occurs,  I was  directed 
to  place  my  command  in  position  at  a i)oint  beyond  the  junction  by 
Major-General  Burnside. 

The  Second  Brigade  was  accordingly  ordered  into  line  of  battle, 
its  left  and  center  resting  on  the  Knoxville  road  at  a point  where  it 
Avas  someAvhat  elevated  above  the  country  around.  Henshaw’s  and 
the  Twenty-first  Indiana  Batteries  being  placed  in  position  at  this 
point,  and  the  right  wing,  consisting  of  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky 
and  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry,  advanced  about  200  yards, 
were  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  road  and  skirmishers  thrown  to 
the  front  of  the  entire  line. 

The  Ninth  Corps,  which  had  been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on 
and  between  the  Loudon  and  Kingston  roads,  now  formed  in  rear  of 
f)ur  line,  and  advanced  a brigade  to  a position  on  our  right  and  two 
regiments  on  our  left  flank.  The  enemy  advanced  in  three  lines ; his 
advance,  being  mostly  clothed  in  United  States  uniform,  decewed  us 
until  he  had  approached  Avithineasy  musket  range,  when  Colonel  Cha- 
ikin Avas  directed  to  o]:)en  fire.  The  artillery  and  the  right  wing  were 
soon  engaged.  The  enemy  Avas  soon  compelled  to  seek  the  cover  of  a 
ravine  in  front  and  of  the  woods  on  either  flank.  A second  attempt 
to  drive  our  men  from  this  position  failed.  Subsequently  the  enemy 
opened  an  artillery  fire  from  several  batteries  of  guns  of  heavier  and 
longer  range  than  those  of  the  Second  Brigade,  when,  finding  that 
our  ammunition  had  been  expended,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
rounds,  and  that  the  batteries  Avere  sufiiering  from  a fire  to  Avhich 
they  could  not  respond,  they  were  directed  to  take  position  in  rear 
of  the  heaAuer  batteries  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  and  aAvait  orders. 
The  infantry  held  its  position  until  ordered  to  cover  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Ninth  Corps  from  the  field  to  a new  position  about  1 mile  to 
the  rear,  where  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left 
of  the  line. 

This  movement  Avas  executed  in  the  most  perfect  order.  The 
Ninth  Corps  moved  off  the  field  at  the  ordinary  quickstep,  with  its 
columns  well  closed  up  and  its  front  handsomely  aligned. 

Colonel  Chapin’s  lines  were  formed,  skirmishers  deployed  and 
moved  forward,  with  each  line  in  its  proper  position,  frequently 
halting  and  facing  about  to  the  enemy,  not  a man  hurrying  his  step 
or  otherwise  disfiguring  the  movement,  although  subjected  to  a 
severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery,  Avhich  had  been  rapidly  ad- 
vanced to  short  range. 

On  reaching  the  new  position,  the  line  was  formed  on  the  left  of 
the  Ninth  Corps,  which  was  soon  after  withdrawn,  and  resumed  the 
march  on  Knoxville. 

The  Second  Brigade  was  again  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  pro- 
tecting the  rear,  which  position  it  held  till  the  arrival  of  the  entire 
force  at  Knoxville,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th. 

Prior  to  resuming  the  march,  however,  the  enemy  charged  on  the 
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left  flank,  but  Colonel  Chapin  promptly  changed  front  with  the 
One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  by  a right  wheel,  and  delivering 
its  fire  with  such  good  effect  as  to  cause  the  rapid  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  who  made  no  further  attempt. 

The  losses  of  the  Second  Brigade  during  the  three  days  were  as 
follows:  Killed  and  mortally  wounded,  19;  wounded,  91*;  captured 
(on  picket  duty),  53  ; missing,  13.  Total,  17G. 

For  a detailed  statement  of  the  losses,  I respectfully  refer  to  the 
report  of  Colonel  Chapin  and  that  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  bri- 
gade, which  are  herewith  submitted.  Citizens  state  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  at  CampbelTs  Station  to  be  91  killed  and  over  300  wounded. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  un- 
flinching steadiness  and  bravery  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  as  well  as  to  their  cheerful  endurance  of  three 
days’  almost  unremitting  toil. 

The  meager  list  of  missing  is  of  itself  an  eloquent  testimonial  to 
the  character  of  the  brigade,  considering  the  great  hardships  of  the 
march,  and  the  fact  that  the  list  was  composed  almost  entirely  of 
men  weakened  by  sickness,  for  whom  there  was  no  transportation. 
To  furnish  a list  of  those  who  distinguished  themselves  would  be  to 
hand  you  the  muster-rolls.  No  instance  of  misconduct  or  neglect  of 
duty  came  under  my  observation,  and  but  one  has  been  reported. 
It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  would  the  limits  of  this  report 
permit  me,  to  mention  the  names  of  all  those  who  deserve  honorable 
notice.  It  is  due  to  the  several  regiments  and  batteries  that  at  least 
their  commanding  officers  should  be  mentioned  by  name,  and  I may 
truthfully  say  that  they  are  representatives  of  the  merits  of  their 
respective  commands,  including  officers  of  the  line,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates. 

Col.  M.  W.  Chapin,  commanding  the  brigade,  executed  all  the 
orders  he  received  promptly  and  correctly,  and  when  left  to  his  own 
discretion  his  acts  were  distinguished  for  ability. 

Col.  W.  E.  Hobson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Estes,  and  Major  Duncan, 
of  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  ; Colonel  Kelly,  late  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  seventh  Illinois,  who  continued  in  command  at  the  request 
of  the  officers  of  his  regiment,  notwithstanding  his  resignation  had 
been  tendered  and  accepted  ; Lieutenant-Colonel  Lowry  and  Major 
Brooks,  of  the  same  regiment ; Major  Sherwood,  in  command  of  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio,  and  Captain  Norris,  acting  major, 
and  Maj.  W.  W.  Wheeler,  in  command  of  the  Twenty -third  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  all  acquitted  themselves  honorably  and  v.^ith  credit  to 
themselves  and  the  several  States  from  which  they  hail.  The  officers 
and  mien  of  Henshaw’s  battery  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Bat- 
tery, Captain  Sims,  exhibited  all  the  qualities  requisite  to  the  effi- 
cient use  of  that  important  arm,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  suc- 
cessful resistance  of  the  enemy’s  attack  at  Campbell’s  Station. 

The  officers  of  my  personal  staff — Capt.  Henry  Curtis,  jr. , assistant 
adjutant-general ; Capt.  F.  G.  Hentig,  commissary  of  subsistence ; 
Capt.  James  A.  Lee,  assistant  commissary  of  musters ; Lieutenant 
Lowrie,  chief  of  ordnance,  and  Lieutenant  Edmiston,  aide-de-camp — 
were  always  present,  rendering  valuable  aid,  and  often  greatly  ex- 
posed. 

Surg.  J.  G.  Hatchitt,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  and  Surg.  L. 
A.  Brewer,  chief  surgeon  of  the  Second  Brigade,  devoted  themselves 
assiduously  to* the  treatment  and  care  of  the  wounded,  evincing  a 
warm  interest  in  their  welfare  and  a strong  desire  to  perform  their 
duty  on  the  field,  as  well  as  in  hospital. 
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Conspicuous  acts  of  gallantry  on  the  part  of  M.  W.  Chapin,  com- 
manding the  brigade ; Col.  W,  E.  Hobson,  commanding  the  Thir- 
teenth Kentucky ; Colonel  Kelly,  late  of  the  One  hundred  and 
seventh  Illinois  ; Maj.  W.  W.  Wheeler,  of  the  Twenty-third  Mich- 
igan Infantry  ; Capt.  Henry  Curtis,  jr.,  assistant  adjutant-general 
of  the  division,  and  Lieutenant  Price,  of  the  Eleventh  Kentucky 
Mounted  Infantry,  came  under  my  personal  observation,  except  in 
the  case  of  Lieutenant  Price,  which  was  reported  by  a third  person. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

JULIUS  WHITE, 

Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  Second  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps. 


No.  27. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Division.^ 

December  7,  the  Second  Brigade  marched  from  Knoxville  and  en- 
camped near  Flat  Creek. 

December  9,  marched  to  within  7 miles  of  Rutledge  and  encamped. 

December  17,  in  the  night  marched  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads 
and  encamped. 

December  18,  the  First  Brigade  arrived  from  Kingston  and  rejoined 
at  Blain’s  Cross-Roads. 

December  24,  in  the  night  marched  to  Strawberry  Plains.  [Brig- 
adier-General White  relieved  in  command  by  Brigadier-General 
Manson.  ] 

December  25,  marched  to  New  Market. 

December  26,  marched  to  Mossy  Creek,  at  which  point  an  engage- 
ment took  place  on  the  29th,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy. 
Two  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  participated  in  the  action  and 
behaved  with  gallantry. 

December  25,  in  the  night  the  Second  Brigade  marched  from 
Blain’s  Cross-Roads  to  Strawberry  Plains,  where  it  has  since  been 
encamped. 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  R.  Mott,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio 
Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Kingston,  Tenn.,  December  3,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  brigade  was  at- 
tacked on  the  24th’  ultimo  at  this  place  by  General  Wheeler’s  force 
of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry,  numbering  from  8,000  to  12,000 
men,  with  eight  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  attack  was  made  at  daylight,  and  after  a brisk  engagement  of 
seven  hours’  duration  the  enemy  was  handsomely  whipped  and  driven 
back  with  a loss  of  250  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Among  their 
killed  was  Colonel  Russell,  of  the  Third  [Fourth]  Alabama,  and  2 
other  colonels  were  wounded.  Wheeler  retreated  to  Loudon,  where 
he  destroyed  a large  amount  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores 
and  ammunition,  a large  train  of  cars,  three  engines,  and  three  bat- 

From  return  for  December, 
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teries  of  artillery,  alleging  to  citizens  that  he  was  pursued  by  Rose- 
crans’  whole  army. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  cool  and  determined 
bravery  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  Each  one  did 
his  whole  duty.  As  an  instance,  I may  mention  the  case  of  Captain 
Murphey,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky,  who  with  a single  company 
charged  a rebel  regiment  and  demanded  their  surrender.  Indeed, 
there  were  many  instances  of  both  officers  and  men  performing 
prodigies  of  valor. 

Our  loss  was  15  wounded,  1 of  whom  has  since  died. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  with  high  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  R.  MOTT, 

Colonel,  Comclg.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps. 

Col.  Lewis  Richmond,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  29. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade.'^  • 

December  4:,  we  marched  from  Kingston,  Tenn.,  to  Lackey’s  plan- 
tation, a distance  of  20  miles.  Encamped  for  the  night. 

December  5,  we  were  ordered  to  Loudon,  Tenn.,  a distance  of  8 
miles. 

December  S,  we  were  ordered  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.  We  marched 
20  miles.  Encamped  on  Rev.  Mr.  Parks’  farm. 

December  9,  we  marched  12  miles,  encamping  1 mile  east  of  Knox- 
ville. 

December  11,  we  marched  9 miles.  Encamped  9 miles  from  Knox- 
ville, on  the  Rutledge  road. 

December  16,  we  marched  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  which  is  18  miles 
from  Knoxville. 

December  25,  we  marched  from  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  to  New  Market, 
a distance  of  16  miles ; also  marched  to  Mossy  Creek,  4 miles  from 
New  Market. 

December  29,  we  were  attacked  by  the  combined  forces  of  Mar- 
tin, Armstrong,  and  Wheeler  [Morgan.]  The  fight  commenced  at 
9 a.  m.,  ending  at  7 p.  m.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  heavier 
than  ours. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Col.  Mar  shed  W.  Chapin,  Twenty -third  Michigan  In- 
fantry, commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Knoxville.  Tenn.,  November  20,  1863. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under 
my  command  during  three  separate  engagements  with  the  enemy,  and 
also  of  their  holding  the  enemy  in  check  and  covering  the  rear  of  the 
army  in  the  retreat  from  Huff’s  Ferry  to  Lenoir’s  Station,  a distance 
of  10  miles,  and  from  Campbell’s  Station  to  Knoxville,  a distance  of 
15  miles. 


* From  return  for  December. 
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On  tlie  night  of  the  13th  of  November,  in  accordance  with  an  order 
from  Brigadier-General  White,  I sent  the  Twenty-third  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Major  Wheeler,  and  one  section  of  Hen- 
shaw’s  battery.  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Putnam, 
to  make  reconnaissance  to  Huff’s  Ferry,  which  they  did,  returning 
to  camp  about  daylight,  bringing  the  information  that  the  enemy, 
under  Longstreet,  were  in  force  at  Huff’s  Ferry,  and  throwing  a pon- 
toon across  the  river. 

Soon  after  daylight  General  White  ordered  me  to  march  my  bri- 
gade to  Lenoir’s.  Here  we  rested  a short  time,  and  then,  with  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  marched  back  toward  Loudon  and  on  toward 
Huff’s  Ferry,  my  brigade  taking  the  advance. 

When  within  about  2^  miles  of  Huff’s  Ferry,  General  White  or- 
dered me  to  advance  two  regiments  and  attack  the  enemy.  I ordered 
up  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Infantry  and  the  One  hundred  and  sev- 
enth Illinois  Infantry,  throwing  out  skirmishers  ahead.  The  two 
regiments  were  soon  separated  by  the  lay  of  the  ground.  Our  skir- 
mishers were  soon  engaged  and  driving  the  enemy.  This  continued 
for  about  2 miles,  when  the  enemy  came  to  a stand  in  the  woods  at  the 
top  of  a hill.  Up  to  this  time  both  regiments  had  been  about  equally 
engaged,  but  now  the  enemy  seemed  to  concentrate  in  front  of  the 
Thirteenth  Kentucky.  The  summit  of  the  hill,  being  wooded,  made 
good  cover  for  the  rebels,  and  the  side  of  the  hill  toward  the  Thir- 
teenth Kentucky,  being  bare,  afforded  no  cover  for  our  men,  who  ivere 
still  in  the  woods  at  the  foot.  This  was  the  position  of  affairs  when 
General  White  came  up,  the  firing  being  only  moderate.  He  imme- 
diately ordered  me  to  move  the  regiment  forward  into  the  open  field, 
where  they  could  get  better  sight  of  the  enemy.  This  was  immedi- 
ately done,  but  we  soon  found  that  we  were  losing  many  men  with- 
out being  able  to  drive  the  enemy.  The  One  hundred  and  seventh 
Illinois  having  come  up,  General  White  ordered  me  to  have  the  two 
regiments  charge  up  the  hill  and  drive  them  out.  This  was  done  in 
most  gallant  style  by  both  regiments,  the  One  hundred  and  seventh 
Illinois  through  the  woods  on  the  right  and  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky 
up  the  bare  hill  in  the  face  of  a most  galling  fire,  driving  the  enemy 
off  the  hill  and  taking  possession  ourselves,  which  position,  it  being 
about  (lark,  we  held  till  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I was  notified  tliat  the  column  would 
retire  toward  Lenoir’s,  and  was  ordered  to  take  three  regiments  of 
infantry  and  one  section  of  artillery  and  cover  the  retreat.  I took 
the  Thirteenth  Kentucky,  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois,  and  the 
One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  Infantry,  and  one  section  of  Hen- 
shaw’s  (Illinois)  battery,  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  bring- 
ing up  the  rear,  with  skirmishers  thrown  out.  We  moved  on  slowly 
until  we  came  to  a long,  steep  hill,  about  2 miles  from  Loudon.  Here 
we  were  obliged  to  double  teams  to  get  the  section  of  artillery  up, 
and  I drew  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  up  in  line  on  the 
hill-side  to  cover  the  movement.  I succeeded  in  getting  the  pieces 
and  one  caisson  up,  when  the  enemy  attacked  me  in  front  in  strong 
force.  We  checked  them,  but  they  soon  got  a force  on  our  left  flank 
and  partially  in  our  rear.  I had  sent  for  re-enforcements,  but  as 
they  did  not  arrive,  I came  to  the  conclusion,  as  the  enemy  were  in 
front  and  on  my  left  flank  and  pressing  on  my  right  flank,  that  I 
must  either  lose  the  regiment  or  the  caisson,  so  I ordered  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  to  fall  back  to  the  top  of  the  hill  through 
the  woods,  which  done  in  goo(I  order,  leaving  tlie  caisson  be- 
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hind.  Here  I ordered  Lieutenant  Morrison  to  nnlimber  one  of  his 
guns,  and  as  the  enemy  followed  ns  through  the  woods,  fired  two 
rounds  of  grape  and  canister,  thoroughly  checking  them  for  the 
moment  and  giving  us  time  to  get  our  artillery  off.  We  then 
moved  forward,  our  skirmishers  holding  the  enemy  sufficiently  in 
check  until  we  reached  Lenoir’s,  where  we  remained  for  the  night. 

At  Lenoir’s,  I ordered  three  regiments  and  Henshaw’s  battery  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  north  side  of  town,  ordering  the  men  to  lie  on 
their  arms  and  throwing  out  strong  pickets. 

In  the  morning  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward  toward  Camp- 
bell’s Station,  having  our  pickets  to  relieve  afterv/ard,  which  was 
done,  all  but  one  company  of  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio, 
that  were  never  relieved  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  cajjtured. 
We  reached  Campbell’s  Station  about  11  a.  m.,  a portion  of  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps  bringing  up  the  rear. 

By  order  of  General  White,  I drew  up  my  brigade  on  this  side  of 
Campbell’s  Station  in  line  of  battle,  my  right  being  advanced  about 
150  yards  and  my  left  somewhat  retired,  owing  to  the  lay  of  tlie 
land,  my  two  batteries,  viz,  Henshaw’s  Illinois  and  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Indiana,  occupying  the  center  on  a small  hill.  At  12  m.  we 
opened  fire  from  the  batteries  and  drove  back  the  enemy,  who  were 
advancing  in  three  lines.  My  whole  brigade  was  now  engaged. 
Some  demonstrations  were  made  to  flank  us,  but  detachments  of  the 
Ninth  Army  Corps  were  thrown  on  our  right  and  left.  After  the 
engagement  had  lasted  some  time  and  our  batteries  had  about  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition,  the  enemy  brought  three  heavy  batteries 
to  bear  on  ours,  and  I was  obliged  to  order  the  batteries  to  the  rear, 
the  infantry  still  remaining  and  holding  the  line,  although  the 
enemy’s  fire  from  both  artiller}^  and  infantry  was  very  heavy. 

About  3 o’clock  I was  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  which  we  did  by  stretching  a line  of  skirmishers  across 
the  entire  field  and  moving  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle  slowly  to  the 
rear,  occasionally  halting  and  checking  the  enemy.  During  this 
movement  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  infantry  was  very 
heavy,  but  the  movement  was  performed  deliberately  and  steadily, 
as  though  the  regiments  were  on  drill,  falling  slowly  back  until  we 
reached  the  ridge  we  were  ordered  to  hold.  Here  we  halted,  took  up 
position,  and  again  a portion  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  assisted  us. 
We  held  this  position  until  dark,  when  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  was 
withdrawn,  and  for  a short  time  we  were  alone  in  the  field. 

As  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  left  the  field  the  enemy  charged  on  our 
left  flank,  but  were  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  One  hundred  and 
seventh  Illinois.  Shortly  after  this  we  were  ordered  off  the  field  to 
bring  up  the  rear,  on  the  road  to  Knoxville,  where  we  arrived  about 
daybreak  next  morning. 

1 cannot,  without  extending  this  report,  make  such  mention  of  the 
gallant  officers  and  men  who  took  part  in  these  engagements  as  I 
should.  I might  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Hobson, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Estes,  and  Major  Duncan,  all  of  the  Thirteenth 
Kentucky;  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lowry  and  Major  Brooks,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois,  in  the  charge  made  on  the  14th  of 
November ; also  the  conduct  of  our  friend,  ex-Colonel  Kelly,  formerly 
of  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois,  who,  although  his  resigna- 
tion had  been  accepted  some  days  before,  declined  to  leave  so  long  as 
there  was  danger  to  be  met,  and  remained  with  us  during  the  engage-^ 
ments,  encoui'agtug  the  men  of  his  former  command. 
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On  the  second  day  Major  Sherwood,  commanding  the  One  hun- 
dred and  eleventh  Ohio,  proved  himself  a good  soldier  and  a compe- 
tent officer,  and  on  the  third  day  all  did  well,  especially  Major 
Wheeler,  commanding  the  Twenty-third  Michigan,  who  held  his 
men  firm  to  their  work  for  over  two  hours,  under  a most  galling  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  infantry. 

I could  fill  up  much  space  by  recounting  exploits  of  both  officers 
of  the  line  and  men,  and  also  in  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  my  staff. 
They  all  deserve  notice,  but  time  and  room  will  not  admit.  How- 
ever, I must  not  forget  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Brigadier- 
General  White,  who,  after  giving  the  final  orders  for  retirement  of 
the  troops,  remained  with  me  and  personally  aided  in  their  execu- 
tion, and  at  all  times  he  showed  a disposition  to  be  where  his  pres- 
ence was  most  needed  and  share  the  fate  of  the  brigade,  be  that 
what  it  might. 

Honorable  notice  should  also  be  taken  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
Henshaw’s  (Illinois)  battery  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Battery, 
who  stood  by  their  guns,  working  them  well  until  ordered  off. 

The  casualties  of  the  brigade  are  as  follows : 


Command. 

Date. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured. 

Missing. 

'3 

o 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

t 

o 

o 

s 

O 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

107th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  . . 
13th  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry 
111th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 

Nov.  14 
Nov.  14 
Nov.  14 
Nov.  15 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  16 
Nov.  16 

1 

4 

1 

36 

2 

12 

3 

24 

9 

4 

2 

43 

2 

68 

3 

37 

14 

5 

2 

3 

111th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 

107th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. . . 
2.3d  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry. 
13th  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry 
111th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 

1 

1 

52 

2 

6 

1 

6 

5 

1 

Henshaw’s  Battery,  Illinois  Volun- 
teers. 

Total 

2 

14 

5 

91 

1 

52 

13 

176 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  W.  CHAPIN, 

Col.  23d  Mich.  Vol.  Inf.,  Comdg.  2d  Brig.,  2d  Div..  23d  A.  C, 
Captain  Curtis,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  H.  Lowry,  One  hundred  and  seventh 

Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  107th  Regiment  Illinois  Vol.  Infantry, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  30,  1863. 
Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
my  regiment  in  the  three  engagements,  at  Huff’s  Ferry,  opposite 
Loudon,  and  Campbell’s  Station,  on  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  instant  : 

In  pursuance  of  orders  from  Colonel  Chapin,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  received  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  November,  I was  or- 
dered to  have  my  command  in  readiness  to  move  the  next  morning 
at  4 o’clock.  The  regiment  all  being  on  picket  duty  that  night,  it 
was  near  daylight  before  they  were  relieved  and  returned  to  camp. 
25  R R— VOL  XXXI,  PT  I 
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About  daylight,  in  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  took  up 
the  line  of  march  for  Lenoir’s  Station.  Arriving  at  that  point,  I was 
ordered  to  halt  and  await  further  orders.  After  remaining  there  a 
short  time  we  were  ordered  to  return  to  Loudon,  at  which  place  we 
arrived  about  2 p.  m. , the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  being  in  advance. 
Here  the  command  halted  and  was  then  ordered  to  march  to  Huff’s 
Ferry,  a distance  of  6 miles  below  Loudon,  at  which  place  the  en- 
emy were  reported  to  be  crossing  in  force. 

After  marching  a distance  of  about  2i  miles,  the  enemy  were  dis- 
covered stationed  in  a wood  near  a church.  At  this  point  the  One 
hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  and  Thirteenth  Kentucky  were  ordered 
forward  on  the  “double-quick”  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  Arriving 
near  the  church,  I ordered  forward  Companies  K and  F,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Brooks,  as  skirmishers.  The  Thirteenth  Kentucky 
having  formed  on  our  left,  we  attacked  the  enemy  in  their  position, 
and,  after  considerable  skirmishing,  drove  him  back  a distance  of 
2 miles,  where  he  chose  his  position  on  the  crest  of  a hill  heavily 
wooded,  behind  a fence.  Arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  I was  or- 
dered to  form  line  of  battle,  in  connection  with  Thirteenth  Kentucky, 
and  take  the  hill,  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  forming 
on  the  right,  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  on  the  left,  both  supported 
by  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio. 

After  forming  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  we  received  orders  to  charge 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position,  which  order  was  handsomely 
executed  by  the  two  regiments.  The  Thirteenth  Kentucky  having 
to  advance  through  an  open  field  were  much  more  exposed  to  the 
galling  fire  from  the  enemy  than  my  regiment,  we  having  cover  of 
the  timber  on  the  right.  Gaining  the  top  of  the  hill  after  a severe 
contest,  during  which  time,  however,  I lost  1 man  killed  and  1 
wounded,  we  were  ordered  to  hold  our  position  until  further  orders. 
During  this  time  the  two  companies,  K and  F,  remained  on  our  right, 
and  prevented  the  enemy  from  flanking  us.  Here,  also,  I was  ordered 
to  send  out  one  company  as  pickets  to  protect  our  front.  I accord- 
ingly sent  out  company  G,  under  Lieutenant  W eedman,  who  advanced 
some  distance  to  the  front  and  held  their  position  until  about  5 o’clock 
the  morning  of  the  15th, when  I was  ordered  to  fall  back  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Lenoir’s  Station,  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  again  taking  the 
advance,  and  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  covering  the  rear 
and  supporting  Henshaw’s  (Illinois)  battery.  The  retreat  continued 
in  good  order  until  we  again  arrived  at  Lenoir’s  Station,  where  we 
were  ordered  to  camp  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  at  about  2 o’clock,  I received  orders 
to  destroy  all  our  transportation  and  turn  over  all  the  mules  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  artillery  away,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
The  wagons  were  all  chopped  down,  our  baggage,  camp  equipage, 
officers’  valises,  clothing,  &c.,  were  all  destroyed,  and  at  about  4 
o’clock  we  started  for  Campbell’s  Station ; arriving  there,  we  were 
again  ordered  into  line,  supporting  Henshaw’s  (Illinois)  battery  on 
the  left,  three  companies,  K,  F,  and  B,  under  Captain  Laurence, 
having  been  ordered  to  hold  a position  in  front  of  the  battery,  which 
they  did. 

After  remaining  in  this  position  a time  under  a severe  fire,  and 
during  which  time  I had  two  men  wounded,  the  brigade  was  ordered 
off  the  field,  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  forming  the  ex- 
treme right.  During  this  retreat  a heavy  body  of  the  enemy  at- 
tempted to  flank  us  on  the  right,  when  Colonel  Chapin  halted  my 
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regiment,  faced  us  to  the  front,  and  ordered  us  to  hre  ; the  volley 
completely  checked  the  enemy’s  advance,  and  caused  them  to  fall 
hack.  We  remained  in  line  until  night  came  on,  when  we  received 
orders  to  fall  back  to  Knoxville,  my  regiment  covering  the  rear  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  which  point  we  reached  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  instant. 

During  these  several  engagements  the  officers  and  men  of  my  regi- 
ment behaved  gallantly,  and  evinced  a determination  to  maintain 
the  honor  and  fair  name  of  our  brigade.  I cannot  particularize  all 
who  thus  did  their  duty,  but  must  take  this  occasion  to  say  that 
Major  Brooks  was  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  at  all  times. 
So,  too,  were  Captains  Laurence,  Ford,  Turner,  Waller,  Wood, 
Milholland,  Wismer,  and  Camp,  and  Lieutenants  Moore  and  Weed- 
man  (who  each  commanded  companies) ; they,  as  well  as  the  other 
commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  each 
and  all  did  their  duty  faithfully  and  efficiently. 

Colonel  Kelly,  late  colonel  of  the  regiment,  was  with  us  all  the 
time,  assisting  me  in  commanding  the  regiment,  from  the  time  we 
left  Loudon  until  we  arrived  at  Knoxville,  never  leaving  the  regi- 
ment for  a moment,  and  by  his  presence  and  coolness  cheering  and 
encouraging  the  men  of  the  regiment.  His  conduct  under  the  cir- 
cumstances cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  I must  not  omit  also 
to  mention  Surgeon  Wright  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Radmore,  who 
were  promptly  at  hand  and  took  charge  of  the  wounded  and  promptly 
cared  for  them,  administering  to  their  necessities,  and  it  was  not 
until  long  after  nightfall,  amid  the  storm  of  rain  and  wind,  that 
they  succeeded  in  getting  the  wounded  to  a place  of  safety  and  com- 
parative ease  and  quiet.  I must  also  on  this  occasion  acknowledge 
the  attention  given  this  regiment  by  Colonel  Chapin,  our  brigade 
commander,  who  ever  was  at  his  post  of  duty,  encouraging  us,  by 
his  presence  and  example,  forward  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  as 
well  also  as  to  carefully  protect  us  from  any  unnecessary  exposure 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  by  which  conduct  he  has  endeared  him- 
self to  the  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment. 

Justice  also  to  a brave  and  gallant  officer  requires  me  to  make 
honorable  mention  of  the  conduct  of  Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White,  our 
division  commander,  who,  by  his  constant  personal  attention  since 
he  assumed  command  at  Columbia,  Ky.,  has  endeared  himself  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  his  command,  and  particularly  in  the  late  engage- 
ments in  which  this  regiment  has  participated  he  was  constantly 
present,  ever  at  his  post  of  duty,  giving  personal  attention  and  direc- 
tions, often  in  the  most  exposed  positions,  yet  at  all  times  cool  and 
collected.  By  his  efficiency  and  soldierly  conduct,  both  in  camp  and 
on  the  field  of  battle,  he  has  secured  not  only  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  command,  but  has  added  new  luster  to  the  already 
bright  fame  of  Illinois. 

The  casualties  of  this  regiment  were  as  follows  : 

At  Huff’s  Ferry,  Kovember  14,  killed,  Dennis  Leary,  Company  H ; 
slightly  wounded  in  the  foot,  W.  S.  Throckmorton,  Company  B. 

At  Campbell’s  Station,  November  16,  Richard  Watson,  Company 
B,  slightly  wounded  in  leg ; William  Willi ver.  Company  F,  slightly 
womided  in  hip;  Franklin  Coon,  Company  K,  slightly  wounded  in  leg. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

F.  H.  LOWRY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  107th  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Lieut.  C.  Montgomery,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt  Gen. 
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Report  of  Maj.  William  W.  Wheeler,  Twenty-third  Michigan  In- 
fantry. 

Headquarters  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  the  Twenty-third  Mich- 
igan Infantry  Volunteers  (a  part  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ohio)  was  in  camp 
opposite  London,  Tenn.  (after  the  evacuation  of  that  place  by  our 
forces  on  the  28th  October,  ultimo),  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Julius 
White,  commanding  said  Second  Division,  I was  directed,  near  mid- 
night of  the  13th  and  14th  instant,  to  proceed  with  the  Twenty-third 
Michigan  Volunteers  and  one  section  of  Henshaw’s  (independent 
Illinois)  battery  toward  Huff-s  Ferry  (which  is  opposite  the  lower 
fortification  at  Loudon)  for  the  j^urpose  of  verifying  the  informa- 
tion received  of  the  passage  of  a portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces  on  a 
pontoon  bridge  thrown  across  the  river  at  that  point. 

About  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  I arrived  with 
the  forces  above  mentioned  at  a point  distant  about  1 mile  from 
Huff’s  Ferry,  having  marched  about  5 miles  on  the  route,  when  I 
received  an  order  from  Brigadier-General  White  addressed  to  me, 
ordering  me  to  return  immediately  to  camp  with  the  forces  under 
my  command.  On  reaching  camp,  in  compliance  with  this  order,  I 
received  instructions  from  your  headquarters  to  send  all  baggage 
and  transportation  of  the  Twenty- third  Michigan  Volunteers  to  the 
rear  toward  Lenoir’s  and  to  march  my  regiment  as  escort  of  the  di- 
vision and  brigade  trains. 

As  directed,  the  Twenty-third  Michigan  Volunteers  marched  to 
Lenoir’s,  a distance  of  nearly  5 miles.  At  12  m.  of  that  day  (Satur- 
day, the  14th  instant)  I received  orders  from  you  to  march  my  regi- 
ment (the  Twenty- third  Michigan  Volunteers)  toward  Loudon,  in 
rear  of  the  other  troops  forming  the  Second  Brigade  aforesaid. 
Passing  the  site  of  our  camp  left  that  morning,  the  Twenty-third 
Michigan,  with  the  brigade  column,  had  reached  a point  distant 
about  2 miles  from  Huff’s  Ferry,  when  I received  an  order  from 
Brigadier-General  White  to  march  the  regiment  in  support  of  Cap- 
tain Sims’  (Twenty-fourth  Indiana)  battery,  with  which  I proceeded 
in  advance  about  half  a mile,  taking  a position  there  assigned,  and 
remained  there  during  the  night.  Two  sections  of  Henshaw’s  (in- 
dependent Illinois)  battery  in  the  meanwhile  came  up  and  took  posi- 
tion at  the  same  point.  At  5 a.  m.  Sunday,  the  15th  instant,  I re- 
ceived orders  from  General  White  to  proceed  to  the  rear  as  raj)idly 
as  possible  with  the  two  batteries  above  mentioned. 

For  more  than  twenty-four  hours  the  rain  had  fallen  in  torrents, 
and  the  roads,  difficult  at  the  best,  were  almost  impassable  for  car- 
riages. I therefore  distributed  the  men  of  my  command  along  the 
traces  attached  to  the  carriages,  and  by  dint  of  the  most  arduous 
toil  succeeded  in  reaching  Lenoir’s  about  11  a.  m.,  a distance  of  9 
miles.  Here  my  command  was  again  assigned  to  the  support  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Battery,  which  was  placed  on  a height  com- 
manding the  river  road  from  Loudon. 

At  3 a.  m.,  Monday,  the  16th  instant,  I received  an  order  from 
your  headquarters  to  destroy  my  regimental  wagons,  and  to  proceed 
toward  Knoxville,  in  escort  of  Henshaw’s  (Illinois)  battery.  The 
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Twenty-third  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  arrived  en  route  at  Camp- 
belhs  Station,  a distance  of  9 miles,  about  11  o’clock  that  morning. 
About  noon  the  regiment  was,  by  your  dii'oction,  formed  in  line  of 
battle  behind  a small  branch  (or  creek)  in  a meadow  to  tlie  left  of 
the  highway  as  one  approaches  Knoxville,  and  on  the  right  of  the 
Thirteenth  Kentucky  Infantry  Volunteers  Shortly  after,  as  the  rear 
guard  of  the  army  came  in,  I was  ordered  by  you  to  take  up  a new 
])Osition  about  200  yards  toward  the  enemy,  just  in  advance  of  a barn. 
A brigade  of  the  Ninth  Corps  occupied  the  position  between  the  right 
of  my  regiment  and  the  woods  which  skirted  the  open  fields  to  our 
right,  and  which  were  distant  about  60  perches.  I had  previously 
thrown  forward  Captain  Buckingham’s  company  (A)  as  skirmishers, 
who  had  orders  from  you  to  retire  without  engaging  the  enemy. 

About  1.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  a line  of  skirmishers  on  our 
front.  Captain  Buckingham’s  company  (A)  retired  in  accordance 
with  your  instructions,  leaving  only  the  skirmishers  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Kentucky  on  the  front  of  the  right  wing  of  your  brigade.  At 
this  juncture  my  regiment  occupied  the  right  center  of  our  front,  and 
was  so  placed  that  the  right  wing  was  on  a slope  looking  toward  the 
front  and  the  woods  before  mentioned  on  our  right,  while  the  left 
wing  occupied  the  crest  and  slope  descending  from  our  front.  Di- 
rectly afterward  the  skirmishers  of  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Volun- 
teers came  in,  leaving  my  regiment  exposed  to  a galling  fire  from 
the  enemy’s  skirmishers  on  our  front  and  on  our  right,  which  was 
replied  to  with  considerable  effect  by  Captain  Baymond’s  company 
(F),  which  I had  posted  in  the  barn  above  mentioned.  Having  re- 
ceived orders  from  you  to  hold  this  position  at  all  hazards,  I remained 
there  with  my  regiment  about  two  hours,  suffering  a loss  of  6 enlisted 
men  killed,  1 officer  slightly  wounded,  and  of  enlisted  men  2 mor- 
tally, 13  seriously,  and  9 slightly  wounded.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
perceiving  the  enemy  making  preparations  to  throw  a light  battery 
into  position  on  our  front,  at  a distance  of  about  700  yards  (Avhich  I 
was  unable  to  prevent),  I sent  an  orderly  to  the  rear  to  find  you  or 
some  officer  of  your  staff,  in  order  that  I might  apprise  you  of  the 
necessity  of  my  forming  a new  line  about  40  yards  to  the  rear  of  my 
position,  which  could  be  sheltered  by  the  crest  of  a ridge  on  the  ex- 
posed front  of  which  the  regiment  was  then  posted.  Presently  Lieu- 
tenant Montgomery,  your  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  came 
up.  I explained  the  exigency  to  him,  posted  the  markers  and  colors 
on  the  new  line,  and  had  just  given  orders  for  the  new  formation 
when  the  enemy  opened  his  battery  with  a fire  of  spherical  case,  can- 
ister, and  grape  with  great  precision,  but  fortunately  with  little  effect 
beyond  dislodging  Captain  Raymond’s  company  (F)  from  the  barn 
already  mentioned. 

About  half  an  hour  after  the  formation  of  this  new  line  I received 
orders  from  you  through  Captain  Gallup,  brigade  inspector  on  your 
staff,  to  march  in  retreat.  This,  therefore,  I proceeded  to  do,  un- 
masking our  batteries,  and  exposed  to  the  near  and  severe  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery  crossing  the  highway  leading  toward  Knoxville, 
and  continuing  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  with  no 
further  loss  and  without  confusion  or  trepidation  in  the  ranks  of  the 
regiment.  W e remained  in  this  new  position  until  nightfall,  when  the 
regiment  took  position  in  column  of  the  brigade  which  formed  the 
rear  guard  of  the  army,  and  about  7 p.  m.  proceeded  toward  Knox- 
ville, which  place  we  reached  about  4 a.  ni.,  Tuesday,  the  17th  in- 
stant, having  been  under  arms  without  rest  four  nights  and  three 
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days  witli  the  slightest  allowance  of  food,  exposed  to  most  inclement 
weather,  and  much  of  the  time  on  fatiguing  march  in  presence  of  the 
enemy. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  17th  instant,  the  regiment  was  assigned  a 
position  on  Temperance  Hill,  Knoxville,  and  since  that  time  has 
furnished  heavy  details  for  grand  guard  and  fatigue  parties,  be- 
sides fortifying  its  own  and  adjacent  front,  but  has  not  engaged  the 
enemy. 

Six  enlisted  men  of  this  regiment,  of  a party  left  at  Lenoir’s  Sta- 
tion to  destroy  ammunition,  are  still  missing,  and  are  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  or  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  The  list  of  cas- 
ualties, therefore,  of  the  past  month  in  our  engagements  with  the 
enemy  is  as  follows  : Six  enlisted  men  killed,  1 officer  and  24  enlisted 
men  wounded,  and  6 enlisted  men  missing.  Total  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  37. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I am  gratified  to  add  my  testimony  of  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  line  and  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
Twenty-third  Michigan  Volunteers,  and  of  the  untiring  zeal  and 
efficiency  of  the  regimental  and  medical  staff,  during  the  engagement 
at  Campbell’s  Station,  which  was  the  first  in  which  it  has  been  its 
fortune  to  take  a part,  and  of  the  wonderful  fortitude  which  has 
sustained  them  in  all  these  trying  circumstances  without  a murmur 
and  without  a doubt. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  WHEELER, 

Major,  Comdg.  Twenty -third  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers. 

Col.  M.  W.  Chapin, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps. 


No.  33. 

Report  of  Maj.  Isaac  R.  Shertvood,  One  hundred  and  eleventh 

Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  111th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Knoxville,  Term.,  November  28,  1863. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  an  order  of  this  date,  asking  for  an  official 
report  of  the  casualties  of  this  regiment  of  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th 
instant,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  : 

On  the  14th  instant,  the  regiment  broke  camp  near  Loudon  and 
moved  out  at  daylight  to  Lenoir’s.  At  Lenoir’s  we  were  joined  by  a 
portion  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  and  ordered  back  to  Loudon. 
From  there  we  proceeded  to  Huff’s  Ferry,  on  the  Tennessee  River, 
where  a brief  but  sharp  engagement  took  place.  The  One  hundred 
and  eleventh  Regiment  was  ordered  by  General  White,  command- 
ing division,  to  move  to  support  of  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  and 
One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois.  The  regiment  occupied  a posi- 
tion about  50  yards  to  the  rear  of  the  advance  line,  and  in  the  bril- 
liant charge  which  drove  the  enemy  from  his  position  was  but  little 
exposed  to  the  enemy’s  fire.  Afterward  I was  ordered  to  the  right 
of  the  advance,  which  position  we  occupied  during  the  night.  Dur- 
ing the  engagement  the  regiment  lost  but  2 men,  both  wounded. 
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On  the  15th,  at  daybreak,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  your  head- 
quarters, I moved  the  regiment  in  line  of  battle  to  tlie  Kingston  and 
Loudon  road,  when  I was  ordered  to  the  rear  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  whole  army.  At  a point  nearly  opposite  Loudon  the  advance  of 
the  rebels  appeared  in  sight.  I immediately  formed  the  regiment 
along  the  crest  of  a hill  and  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers.  They  came  in  heavy  line  and  in  good  order  (the  Sixth 
South  Carolina  Regiment  Sharpshooters),  supported,  I afterward 
learned,  by  two  regiments  of  infantry.  When  within  150  yards  we 
delivered  a well-directed  fire  from  our  Springfield  muskets  and  con- 
tinued firing  with  considerable  effect,  holding  them  in  check  until 
our  artillery  was  safely  over  the  hill,  when  I was  ordered  by  Colonel 
Chapin  (commanding  brigade)  to  fall  back.  This  order  we  obeyed 
immediately  and  in  good  order.  My  loss  in  the  engagement  is  2 
killed,  10  wounded,  and  2 missing,  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded. 
The  small  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  accounted  for  from  the  fact 
that  the  men  fought  while  lying  on  the  ground,  thus  exposing  but  a 
small  part  of  the  body  to  the  enemy.  From  this  point  we  marched 
unmolested  to  Lenoir’s. 

On  the  16th,  at  2 a.  m.,  I received  orders  to  march,  and  at  3.30 
a.  m.  moved  out  on  the  Knoxville  road.  We  arrived  at  Campbell’s 
Station  at  11  a.  m.  , and  were  ordered  to  support  the  Henshaw  bat- 
tery, which  had  taken  position  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Scarcely  had 
we  got  in  position  before  skirmishing  commenced  in  our  front.  The 
advance  of  the  enemy  was  soon  in  sight,  and  the  Henshaw  battery 
opened  on  them  immediately.  They  soon  replied  with  a most  terri- 
ble fire.  The  regiment  changed  position  three  times  under  fire,  with 
great  coolness  and  in  good  order.  My  loss  in  this  engagement  was 
6 wounded,  1 supposed  to  be  mortally. 

I regret  that  I have  to  report  a further  loss  in  the  capture  of  Lieu- 
tenant Norris  and  52  enlisted  men  (Company  B).  They  were  de- 
tailed on  the  night  of  the  15th,  at  Lenoir’s,  as  pickets,  and,  through 
the  negligence  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  pickets,  were  not  re- 
lieved. They  were  captured  on  the  railroad,  near  Campbell’s  Sta- 
tion, just  previous  to  the  engagement  of  the  16th. 

While  I.  regret  that  so  many  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  this 
regiment  were  unavoidably  absent  during  these  engagements,  I most 
heartily  acknowledge  that  great  credit  is  due  those  who  were  present 
for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duty. 


Recapitulation. 


Date. 

Killed. 

Wounded.  | 

Missing. 



Total. 

November  14,  1863  

i 

2 

10 

6 

2 

14 

58 

November  15,  1863  

November  16,  1863  

1 ^ 

2 

52 

Total 

18 

54 

74 

Respectfully  submitted. 

I.  R.  SHERWOOD, 
Major,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  C.  Montgomery, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  34. 

Report  of  Capt,  Joseph  A.  Sims,  Twenty -fourth  Indiana'  Battery. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Battery  Indiana  Vols., 

Near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  28,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my 
command,  and  the  part  taken  by  it  in  the  several  engagements  since 
our  departure  froni  the  front  at  Loudon  : 

Information  having  been  received  on  the  14th  that  the  enemy  had 
succeeded  in  crossing  the  Tennessee  Eiver  in  force  at  some  point  be- 
low Loudon,  my  command,  temporarily  attached  to  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, was  ordered,  at  an  early  hour,  to  move  to  Lenoir’s,  at  which 
place  the  column  was  reversed  and  moved  back  to  the  Tennessee 
River,  to  a point  near  Huff’s  Ferry,  where  our  advance,  composed  of 
the  Thirteenth  Kentucky,  commanded  by  Col.  William  E.  Hobson, 
and  the  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lowry,  encountered  the  enemy,  and,  after  a sharp  en- 
gagement, gallantly  drove  the  enemy  from  the  cover  under  which 
they  had  been  fighting,  and  held  the  ground  at  nightfall.  My  com- 
mand, being  held  in  reserve,  was  not  engaged.  On  the  following 
morning  the  brigade,  with  the  battery,  was  moved  back  to  Lenoir’s, 
where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

At  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  my  command,  with  the 
brigade,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Knoxville,  arriving  at  Campbell’s 
Station,  an  intermediate  point,  at  about  10  a.  m. , where  the  brigade 
was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  closely  pursuing  us.  The  battery  was  ordered  to  take 
position  on  a rising  piece  of  ground  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
Knoxville  road  in  front  of  SAvann’s  house.  The  Thirteenth  Ken- 
tucky and  Twenty -third  Michigan  were  thrown  upon  our  right,  the 
Henshaw  battery,  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio,  and  the 
One  hundred  and  seA^enth  Illinois  occupying  the  left.  At  11  a.  m. 
the  enemy,  in  line  of  battle,  came  within  range  of  our  guns,  when 
we  immediately  opened  fire  upon  his  advancing  lines,  -which  was 
continued  with  effect  for  some  time,  the  enemy  meanAvhile  slowly 
but  steadily  adAmncing  until  his  skirmishers  were  within  easy  rifle 
range  of  the  battery  and  his  lines  had  gained  the  bank  of  the  creek 
on  our  front.  At  this  point  our  guns,  charged  with  canister,  poured 
upon  the  enemy  a destructive  fire,  which  for  the  time  effectually 
checked  his  progress. 

The  enemy  in  the  meantime  had  advanced  his  artillery,  placing  one 
battery  upon  our  right  and  one  upon  our  left,  which,  from  the  nat- 
ural adAmntage  of  the  ground,  enabled  him  to  concentrate  upon  us 
a heavy  fire,  to  which,  from  the  peculiar  inclination  of  the  position 
occupied  by  us,  we  could  not  reply.  We,  howeAmr,  maintained  our 
ground  until  our  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  two  of  our  guns 
disabled,  1 man  wounded,  and  6 of  our  horses  killed,  when  we  were 
ordered,  with  our  four  remaining  guns,  to  occupy  an  elevated  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  the  Knoxville  road,  about  a half  mile  in  the  rear 
of  the  one  first  taken,  where  we  again  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy. 

His  long  lines,  stretching  to  the  woods  on  either  side  of  the  val- 
ley, again  came  forward,  and  we  again  opened  fire  upon  his  left, 
which  effectually  scattered  his  ranks  and  compelled  him  to  seek 
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shelter  in  the  woods.  Our  fire  was  continued  until  nearly  dark,  and, 
all  our  ammunition  being  exhausted  and  the  enemy  apparently 
checked,  my  command  was  ordered  to  move  at  once  to  Knoxville. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

With  respect,  I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SIMS, 

Captain  Twenty -fourth  Battery  Indiana  Volunteers. 
Colonel  Chapin, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


No.  35. 

Itinerary  of  the  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hascall  com- 
manding. * 

December  7,  in  the  morning  the  division  broke  camp  at  Knoxville 
and  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels,  under  Longstreet,  to  a point 
within  3 miles  of  Rutledge,  where  the  division  lay  until  the  evening 
of  the  14th,  at  which  time  it  marched  to  the  support  of  the  Cavalry 
Corps,  at  or  near  Bean’s  Station. 

December  15,  in  the  morning,  at  daylight,  the  division  was  de- 
ployed in  line  of  battle  to  throw  up  such  works  as  could  be  made  of 
rails,  &c.^  and  to  receive  the  enemy.  During  the  day  they  occupied 
this  line,  skirmishing  constantly  with  the  enemy  until  dark,  when, 
agreeably  to  orders,  the  division  fell  back  to  the  bivouac,  from  whence 
it  marched  on  the  evening  of  the  14th. 

December  16,  the  division  fell  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  where 
it  remained  until  the  28th,  when  it  marched  to  Strawberry  Plains, 
where  it  has  since  been  encamped. 


No.  36. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  James  W.  Reilly  commanding,  f 

Portions  of  the  brigade  were  engaged  in  all  the  series  of  operations 
in  vicinity  of  Knoxville,  beginning  on  the  12th  instant.  Battery  D, 
First  Ohio  Artillery,  temporarily  detached  from  the  brigade,  partici- 
pated in  all  the  engagements  on  the  south  side  of  the  Plolston  River. 
One  section  of  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  Battery  was  stationed  in  Fort 
Sanders,  the  remainder  on  the  right  of  the  defensive  works  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  The  infantry  of  the  brigade  was  held  in 
reserve,  though  frequently  engaged  in  throwing  up  earth-works. 

November  25,  the  Forty-fourth,  One  hundredth,  and  One  hundred 
and  fourth  Regiments  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  crossed  the  river, 
and  from  that  time  until  the  29th  instant  were  engaged  in  digging 
rifle-pits  and  doing  picket  duty.  Four  companies  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fourth  Regiment  were  engaged  in  the  skirmish  of  the  29th 
instant,  with  slight  loss.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  One 
hundredth  and  One  hundred  and  fourth  Regiments  recrossed  the 
river  and  were  stationed  on  the  second  line  of  j)its,  on  the  left  of  our 
defensive  works,  which  position  they  have  since  occupied.  The 
Forty-fourth  Ohio  remained  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  has 
been  doing  picket  duty  since  the  29th  instant. 


* From  return  for  December, 
f From  returns  for  November  and  December. 
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December  7,  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  and  Forty-fourth  Eegi- 
ments,  and  Battery  D,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  left  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  Forded  the  Holston  River  at  Armstrong’s  Ferry,  and  re- 
crossed at  Strawberry  Plains. 

December  8,  marched  to  Plain’s  Cross-Roads,  a distance  of  9 miles. 

December  9,  marched  15  miles  and  bivouacked  within  2 miles  of 
Rutledge,  Tenn.,  where  they  remained  until  December  14.  During 
the  evening  marched  to  the  front  ; 9 miles. 

December  20,  moved  forward  in  the  morning  and  came  in  sight  of 
the  enemy.  The  brigade  participated  in  all  the  skirmishes  until 
ordered  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads. 

December  27,  left  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  and  marched  to  within  2 
miles  of  Strawberry  Plains. 

December  28,  in  the  morning  went  into  camp  at  Strawberry  Plains, 
and  have  remained  there  since,  the  One  hundredth  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  Nineteenth  Ohio  Battery  being  left  in 
Knoxville  during  the  month. 


No.  37. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Daniel  Cameron  commanding.  * 

November  1,  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  occupied  heights  on  the  south  side  of  Holston  River, 
opposite  Knoxville. 

November  15  and  16,  engaged  in  skirmish  with  and  assisted  in 
repulsing  enemy’s  cavalry,  under  Wheeler.  From  that  time  to 
November  24  employed  in  fortifying  the  heights. 

November  24,  engaged  in  skirmish  with  enemy’s  infantry,  1-J  miles 
southwest  of  Knoxville. 

November  25,  repulsed  an  assault  made  by  Hood’s  division.  Long- 
street’s  corps,  after  a severe  engagement,  lasting  two  hours  and  a 
quarter.  From  that  time  to  the  29th  instant  daily  skirmishing  con- 
tinued with  the  enemy. 

November  29,  the  enemy  again  advanced,  but  after  four  hours’ 
heavy  skirmishing  was  driven  back  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Kentucky 
and  six  companies  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Illinois.  The  Eighth  Tennessee 
Infantry  did  not  serve  with  the  brigade  during  November. 


No.  38. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Left  Wing  United  States  Forces  in  East  Tennessee. 

On  Road  to  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  2,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 

Colonel  Graham  reports  that  he  thinks  Wheeler  is  present  with 
his  full  force,  6,000  men  ; they  are  pressing  his  left  wing — the  cav- 
alry. He  is  falling  back  under  cover  of  two  regiments  of  infantry. 
It  is  possible  they  may  move  up  to  the  left  with  a view  of  crossing 
at  one  of  the  upper  fords. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  Tazewell. 


* From  return  for  November. 
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Intersection  Irwin’s  and  Walker’s  Ford  Roads, 

December  2,  1863 — 1 p.  ni. 

A messenger  who  left  Walker’s  Ford  12  o’clock  brings  word  from 
one  of  my  staff  officers  at  the  ford  that  Colonel  Graham  is  skirmish- 
ing with  enemy  about  2 miles  from  the  ford  and  is  falling  back 
gradually.  Colonel  Jackson  is  at  the  ford.  This  point  is  5 miles 
from  the  ford,  and  I have  sent  word  to  Jackson  to  see  if  he  needs 
re-enforcements.  Part  of  the  brigade  of  reserves  with  the  battery 
took  the  middle  road  instead  of  the  Irwin  Ford  road,  and  I am 
waiting  to  hear  from  Jackson  before  concentrating  at  this  point. 

It  may  be  that  the  troops  on  the  other  road  will  be  needed  at  the 
ford  ; if  so,  they  will  have  a better  road  than  from  here.  If  you 
decide  to  send  a regiment  of  cavalry  to  re-enforce  Graham,  Colonel 
Foster  is  at  Tazewell,  and  you  can  communicate  directly  with  him. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Intersection  Walker’s  and  Irwin’s  Ford  Roads, 

December  2,  1863 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Understanding  that  Jackson  is  crossing  part  of  his  infantry  over 
the  river,  I have  ordered  Colonel  Curtin  to  the  ford,  with  two  regi- 
ments and  the  remaining  battery,  leaving  one  regiment  here  with 
Colonel  Mahan.  I shall  now  proceed  at  once  to  Walker’s  Ford.  I 
understand  that  Colonel  Graham  feels  no  uneasiness  about  his  abil- 
ity to  withdraw,  that  he  is  falling  back  slowly,  and  that  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy  is  on  other  side  of  the  mountain. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadie7'-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  Tazeivell. 


Walker’s  Ford, 
December  2,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 

After  quite  a struggle  to-day,  our  troops  remain  in  possession  of 
Walker’s  Ford.  A regiment  of  infantry  held  the  road  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river  until  toward  dusk.  The  enemy  withdrew  after 
in  vain  having  attempted  to  force  our  infantry  line.  They  seemed 
to  draw  off  both  to  their  left  and  right.  There  are  only  two  com- 
panies picketing  Needham’s  Ford. 

Colonel  Graham’s  brigade  expended  all  their  ammunition,  and 
will  require  to  be  replenished  by  morning.  Colonel  Jackson  lost 
about  10  killed  and  20  wounded,  and  Colonel  Graham’s  loss  will  not 
exceed  25  or  30. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  Tazewell. 


One  and  a half  Miles  from  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  2,  [1863] — 9.30  p.  m. 

General  : The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from 
Colonel  Jackson,  commanding  forces  at  ford  : 

I sent  80  men  with  a commissioned  officer  2 miles  in  advance ; found  the  enemy 
in  camp,  and  thought  they  were  preparing  to  move.  I have  sent  parties  to  watch 
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their  movements.  All  is  quiet  at  the  ford  above  ; One  hundred  and  twenty-ninth 
in  good  position.  While  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Ohio  were  taking  their 
230sition,  the  enemy  opened  on  them  from  o^iposite  side  of  the  river.  They  were 
answered  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty -ninth  and  silenced.  The  enemy  have 
one  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  foregoing  is  from  good  authority. 

Colonel  Lemert,  commanding  Cumberland  Gap,  reports  a hand- 
some success  by  the  Sixteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  at  Jonesville.  The 
rebels  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Slemp,  350  strong.  The  Six- 
teenth Illinois,  with  about  250,  charged  them  at  once ; killed  20 
and  wounded  a large  number.  Captured  26  prisoners  and  100  stand 
of  arms.  Major  Beeres  pursued  them  3 miles  beyond  Jonesville; 
completely  whipped  and  scattered  them  in  every  direction,  and  de- 
stroyed their  train. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster. 


One  AND  A HALF  MiLES  FROM  WaLKER’S  FoRD, 

December  3,  1863 — <8  a.  m. 


The  North  Carolina  regiment  that  remained  across  the  river  last 
night,  sent  out  scouts  during  the  night  who  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  retiring  toward  Knoxville  ; none  are  visible  in  our  front  this 
morning.  I hear  nothing  from  them  at  the  lower  fords,  and  have 
ordered  a regiment  of  cavalry  across  the  river  and  will  try  and 
find  out  what  has  become  of  them.  Patterson’s  battery  of  Napo- 
leon guns,  that  did  such  good  work  yesterday,  is  reported  immova- 
ble on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  horses  for  want  of  forage. 
Two  of  the  horses  died  yesterday.  I don’t  know  what  we  can  do  un- 
less you  order  down  ten  spans  of  horses  from  the  First  Tennessee 
Battery  at  the  gap,  which  would  give  Patterson’s  battery  8 horses  to 
a team.  The  harness  must  accompany  the  horses. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Major-General  Foster, 

Tazewell. 


One  and  a half  Miles  from  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  3,  1863—1  p.  m. 

General  : I have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Col- 
onel Graham : 

Colonel  Capron,  5 miles  from  the  river,  reports  the  enemy  5 miles  in  the  advance 
still  retreating. 

He  does  not  state  the  direction,  but  I suppose  toward  Knoxville. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

0.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  Genercd. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster, 

Tazewell. 
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One-half  Mile  from  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  3,  1863 — 1.45  p.  m. 

General:  Your  dispatch  just  received.  The  ammunition  came 
down  in  due  time.  After  waiting  till  something  had  to  be  done  for 
forage,  I sent  the  remainder  of  Graham’s  brigade  across  the  river, 
where  it  will  go  into  camp  about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  river. 

I send  you  a prisoner,  taken  yesterday,  from  whom  I learn  that 
the  enemy  had  two  brigades  and  a battery  in  the  fight,  and  one  in 
reserve.  Armstrong  was  present  with  Harrison’s  and  Dib roll’s  bri- 
gades, of  Wheeler’s  cavalry.  Carter’s  brigade  was  back  toward 
Maynardville.  (3ur  officers  estimate  the  enemy’s  loss  at  least  100 
killed.  They  endeavored  to  gain  Graham’s  rear  by  a flank  move- 
ment through  one  of  the  side  gaps  near  the  river,  but  were  severely 
punished.  They  made  several  bold  charges  in  the  road,  exposing 
themselves,  and  suffered  accordingly.  Citizens  report  that  our  ar- 
tillery damaged  them  considerably.  On  the  whole  it  was  a pretty 
little  repulse. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster, 

Tazewell. 


Four  Miles  from  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  3,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

General  : I forward  dispatches  received  from  scouts.  Prisoners 
will  be  forwarded  in  the  morning.  One  of  them  by  the  name  of 
Smith,  First  Tennessee,  was  attached  to  General  Jones’  headquarters; 
his  company  was  on  duty  as  scouts  and  guides.  He  says  that  Jones 
told  him  the  night  before  the  fight  that  he  was  going  to  Plain’s 
Cross-Roads.  It  is  possible  that  while  Wheeler’s  brigade  started 
toward  Kingston,  Jones’  command  will  move  up  toward  Virginia  to 
cover  Longstreet’s  left  flank.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Colonel  Hib- 
rell  was  wounded  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General  Allison  killed  in 
the  affair  of  yesterday. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Irwin’s  Ford  Road, 
December  3,  1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General  : I have  sent  your  dispatch  for  General  Granger*  to  Col- 
onel Graham,  with  orders  to  send  an  officer  and  2 or  3 intelligent 
men,  all  of  whom  shall  be  fully  posted.  I would  advise,  in  addition, 
that  you  send  from  Tazewell  to  Colonel  Davis,  who  is  at  Fincastle  or 
near  Clinton,  and  has  already  opened  communication  with  Colonel 
Byrd.  Colonel  Harney,  who  is  at  Tazewell,  will  forward  the  com- 
munication. The  prisoner  who  was  at  Jones’  headquarters  said  that 
General  Jones  told  him  that  he  was  going  to  Bean’s  Station.  T don’t 
place  much  reliance  in  this,  except  upon  the  theory  that  Longstreet 


*See  Foster  to  Granger,  same  date,  Part  HI,  p.  — 
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has  commenced  his  retreat,  of  which  there  is  no  evidence.  I am 
satisfied  that  Longstreet  was  re-enforced  by  Buckner  and  perhaps 
Cheatham.  I have  ordered  Colonel  Graham  to  have  the  enemy  fol- 
lowed and  watched  closely,  and  to  support  the  advance  regiment 
with  any  force  required. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General, 

Major-General  Foster, 

Tazeivell, 


December  4,  1863. 

General  : Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  address  the  inclosed  letter 
to  my  wife,  Detroit  ? I have  no  pen  and  ink.  As  the  report  that 
the  rebel  cavalry  had  gone  toward  Kingston  pressing  axes  to  block 
up  the  roads  is  not  confirmed,  but  went  on  toward  Knoxville,  it 
seems  to  me  that  Lcmgstreet  will  soon  be  put  in  a fix,  for  he  cannot 
afford  to  cross  the  river  and  fight  Sherman,  nor  to  leave  the  river  all 
open  to  Sherman  and  fight  Granger ; hence,  unless  his  force  is  greater 
than  we  suppose,  he  must  retreat.  The  move  of  Ransom  to  Bean’s 
Station  may  be  intended  merely  for  our  benefit,  or  to  keep  us  from 
moving  down  through  Clinch  Mountain.  Since  my  Indiana  boys 
have  done  so  well,  I think  we  could  whip  Ransom  if  we  could  con- 
centrate upon  him ; but  I think  the  present  disposition  of  our  forces 
is  all  that  can  be  desired  in  the  present  attitude  of  affairs. 

A citizen  here  thought  he  heard  cannon  firing  in  direction  of  Clim 
ton  yesterday  morning,  but  did  not  seem  confident  of  it. 

Please  send  my  letter  home  by  the  most  speedy  means,  and  oblige. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Tazeivell. 


December  4,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

General  : Captain  Hutchins  has  made  a mistake.  I sent  him  up 
to  ask  you  to  give  Garrard  his  orders,  if  you  had  not  done  so  already 
through  Colonel  Foster ; but  it  seems  that  Caj^tain  Hutchins  con- 
founded Garrard  with  Graham.  I have  sent  copies  of  both  your 
instructions  to  Colonel  Graham  already,  myself  adding  that  he 
might  be  delayed  by  the  presence  of  the  enemy  on  the  roads,  and 
must  act  according  to  circumstances.  His  last  dispatch  mentioned 
a force,  and  he  had  sent  to  re-enforce  his  scouting  part}^  so  as  to 
observe  it  more  closely.  As  there  is  some  fear  of  further  mistake, 
will  you  please  send  me  as  definite  orders  as  possible  to  send  Colonel 
Graham  to-night  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

0.  B.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Major-General  Foster. 
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Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  4 Miles  from  Walker's  Ford,  Dec.  4,  1863. 

General  : I have  received  a telegram  from  Mrs.  Burnside  for  the 
general,  which  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  forward  to  Knoxville,  hav- 
ing sent  two  couriers.  I also  communicated  the  intelligence  that 
our  forces  had  met  with  a success  at  Walker's  Ford,  that  General 
Sherman  would  reach  him  to-day,  and  that  Granger  was  close  at 
hand.  We  are  suffering  for  the  want  of  axes,  liorse  and  mule  shoes, 
and  nails.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  telegraph  Captain  Hall,  assist- 
ant quartermaster  at  Camp  Nelson,  to  send  on  immediately  in  light 
loads  the  above-mentioned  articles  ; also  trenching  tools. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding,  &c. 

Major-General  Foster. 

P.  S. — There  is  a train  at  Cumberland  Gap  loaded  with  hard  bread 
for  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps.  As  it  will  be  impossible  for 
the  infantry  to  move  without  rations,  will  you  please  have  the  bread 
ordered  on  to  us  ? 


Four  Miles  from  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  5,  1863 — 9.15  a.  m. 

General  : Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  first  instruc- 
tions yesterday  I sent  the  necessary  orders  to  Colonel  Graham, 
who  ordered  out  the  blockading  party  at  once  to  Bean’s  Station  road 
via  Powder  Horn  Gap ; found  Ransom’s  whole  command  between 
Rutledge  and  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  one  regiment  on  top  of  the 
mountain.  This,  of  course,  rendered  the  blockading  expedition  im- 
practicable. Some  of  Colonel  Graham’s  scouts  yesterday  were  pur- 
sued, and  by  mistake  of  the  guides  were  conducted  into  the  enemy’s 
lines  toward  Knoxville,  and  finally  made  their  escape  by  taking  to 
the  mountains.  Enemy’s  force  from  “ Haversower’s  ” road  to  Rut- 
ledge estimated  at  10,000  ; Ransom’s  force  estimated  from  5,000  to 
6,000.  There  is  a large  force  at  Ball’s  Bridge,  7 miles  north  of  Knox- 
ville. Scouts  in  the  direction  of  Clinton  report  the  enemy’s  picket 
at  Lay’s  Cross-Roads. 

Among  the  wounded  reported  in  the  fight  of  December  2 is  Major- 
General  Martin. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

0.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brig  a dier-  Genera  1. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Four  Miles  from  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  5,  1863 — 12.15  p.  m. 

General  : Colonel  Graham  is  threatened  with  an  immediate  at- 
tack, and  is  probably  now  engaged.  I have  therefore  ordered  back 
another  regiment  to  Walker’s  Ford,  making  two  regiments  and  two 
guns  to  cover  the  ford.  I shall  wait  here  until  I hear  from  Colonel 
Graham  again. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


Major-General  Foster. 


O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General, 


400 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


Tazewell, 

December  9,  1863 — 6.40  p.  m. 

General  : General  Longstreet  and  staff  passed  Bean’s  Station 
yesterday  morning  about  10  o’clock.  Some  of  liis  infantry  is  with 
the  teams  on  the  Morristown  and  Greeneville  road,  but  most  of  the 
infantry  passed  on  the  Bean’s  Station  and  Rogersville  road.  They 
say  they  are  going  to  make  a stand  at  Bristol.  The  cavalry  brigade 
retired  from  Clinch  Mountain  late  last  evening  and  tliis  monnng, 
leaving  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry  ; pickets 
of  tlie  enemy  are  still  in  the  gap.  I have  no  doubt  this  information 
is  substantially  correct. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier -General. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Dej)artment  of  the  Ohio. 


Tazewell,  December  11,  1863. 

Your  dispatch  of  the  8th  (8  p.  m.)  received  yesterday.  I have 
telegraphed  to  all  commanding  officers,  quartermasters,  and  com- 
missaries, from  here  to  Camp  Nelson,  to  hurry  forward  provisions, 
shoes,  and  stockings.  I have  just  received  a dispatch  from  Major 
Conover,  Mulberry  Gap,  who  reports  300  rebels  near  the  Black 
Water  salt-works;  and  he  also  learns  by  scouts  sent  beyond  Sneed- 
ville  and  by  deserters  who  came  in  this  morning  that  there  is  a 
large  force  at  Flat  Gap,  10  miles  from  Sneedville.  This,  of  course, 
has  prevented  his  scouting  force,  as  I advised  you  in  my  last  dispatch. 
The  force  at  that  gap  is  variously  estimated  from  1,000  to  10,000 
men.  I suppose  it  is  a brigade  guarding  Longstreet’s  flank  from  an 
attack  in  this  quarter,  but  possibly  they  may  have  in  view  a raid 
across  our  line  of  communication. 

The  block-house  at  Mulberry  Gap  is  progressing  well. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Tazewell,  December  14,  1863. 

General  : Nothing  further  from  the  enemy  on  my  left,  except 
that  yesterday  a force  of  about  400  cavalry  were  this  side  Clinch 
River,  on  the  Sneedville  road,  committing  depredations  ; probably 
scouting  and  foraging.  Nothing  from  them  to-day.  I sent  your 
order  to  Captain  Gross,  who  is  coming  on.  I have  sent  to  Barbours- 
ville  for  wire  ; also  sent  to  Cumberland  Gap  for  axes,  and  they  will 
leave  there  for  Knoxville  to-morrow.  No  cross-cut  saws,  and  have 
telegraphed  Hall  for  one  hundred. 

The  Sixth  Indiana  Cavalry  are  used  up,  and  there  is  not  sufficient 
cavalry  force  to  scout  the  Sneedville  road. 

Very  respectfully, 

0.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Major-General  Foster. 
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Tazewell,  December  20,  1863. 

General  : A citizen  came  into  Evans’  Ford  this  morning  and  re- 
I)orted  to  the  officer  in  command  there  that  a brigade  of  rebel  cav- 
alry were  crossing  the  Clinch,  8 miles  above  Evans’  Ford,  and  were 
moving  in  this  direction.  I have  halted  the  regiments  that  were 
starting  from  here  until  the  truth  can  be  ascertained. 

0.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General, 

Major-General  Foster. 


Tazewell,  December  20,  1863. 

(Received  21st.) 

General  : Major  Conover  scouted  from  Mulberry  Gap  up  Sneed- 
ville  road,  and  across  the  Clinch  to  Sneed ville,  within  6 miles  from 
Flat  Gap.  Except  a few  guerrillas  in  the  mountains,  he  has  driven 
out  what  rebels  there  were  this  side  of  Clinch  River.  He  reports 
that  the  rebels  are  throwing  up  works  in  Flat  Gap  and  Union  Gap, 
and  posted  artillery. 

Now  would  be  a grand  opportunity  for  a descent  on  the  salt-works 
from  Berlin.  If  we  had  the  cavalry  it  would  be  a good  thing  also  to 
burn  the  New  River  railroad  bridge.  I have  authorized  Major  Con- 
over to  promise  $5,000  to  Union  men  who  might  do  the  work.  I am 
waiting  orders  with  regard  to  the  Twenty -third  Corps. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Near  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  21,  1863. 

General  : I arrived  here  last  evening  with  the  available  force  of 
my  command.  Part  was  detained  above  till  this  noon  by  reports  of 
the  enemy’s  crossing  Clinch  River,  the  truth  of  which  is  not  known 
yet.  After  leaAung  a sufficient  force  at  Tazewell,  of  course  I am  far 
from  strong.  Wagons  are  out  for  subsistence,  and  I expect  them  in 
this  eA^ening.  I have  started  an  ammunition  train  to  Knoxville,  18 
wagons  loaded  with  Enfield  rifle  ammunition,  caliber  .58,  Avhich  I 
made  up  on  seeing  your  dispatch  to  General  Grant.  Your  dispatches 
with  regard  to  the  TAventy-third  Corps,  dated  17th  and  19th  instant, 
were  received  yesterday.  Please  relieve  me  as  soon  as  possible  from 
the  unpleasant  state  of  suspense  in  which  I have  been  placed  for  nearly 
three  months  about  my  command.  I have  been  without  a posith^e 
command,  and  tied  to  six-months’  troops  and  recruits,  Avhile  my 
juniors  have  been  commanding  corps.  If  this  continues  I must  re- 
sign or  cease  to  be  a man.  You  will  appreciate  my  feeling,  and  I 
have  every  confidence  in  your  justice. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 
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Near  Walker’s  Ford, 
December  22,  1863 — 8.30  a.  m. 

General  : Y our  dispatches  of  20th  to  concentrate  at  Tazewell,  and 
21st  to  remain  there,  &c.,  were  received  last  night.  I shall  keep  a 
sha^-p  lookout  for  the  trains,  but  should  feel  safer  with  more  cavalry 
on  this  side  the  river  to  scout  in  strength  on  my  left  flank,  as  my 
leaving  here  will  make  the  enemy  bolder  along  your  courier  line. 

I would  recommend  frequent  cavalry  patrols  between  Blain’s 
Cross-Roads  and  the  Clinch.  There  were  numerous  small  parties  in 
the  valley,  which,  however,  I hope  Foster’s  brigade  will  clean  out. 
Just  above  Walker’s  Ford  there  is  a band  of  them  across  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

January  23,  1865. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  a report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Left  Wing  forces  of  East  Tennessee  prior  to  and  during  the  siege 
of  Knoxville. 

I joined  General  Burnside  at  Bull’s  Gap,  October  8,  1863,  with  a 
division  of  re-enforcements  from  Camp  Nelson,  Ky.,  consisting  of 
the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth.  One  hundred  and  sixteenth.  One 
hundred  and  seventeenth,  and  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Indiana 
(six-months’)  Volunteer  Regiments,  Twelfth  Michigan,  Twenty-first 
Ohio,  and  Twenty-third  Indiana  Batteries.  Next  morniug,  on  the 
advance  to  Blue  Springs,  Hoskins’  brigade,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Corps,  reported  to  me.  I had  also  two  companies  of  Third  Indiana 
Cavalry. 

In  the  fight  at  Blue  Springs  my  command  was  partly  on  duty 
supporting  batteries  engaged,  and  partly  in  reserve  and  guarding 
cross-roads.  After  that  action  I took  post  at  Greeneville,  with  Hos- 
kins’ brigade  advanced  as  far  as  Rheatown,  supporting  Shackel- 
ford’s cavalry  operations. 

About  the  1st  of  November,  owing  to  reports  of  a large  rebel  force 
concentrating  at  Zollicoffer  and  Abingdon,  and  about  to  advance, 
Shackelford  drew  in  his  outposts  from  Kingsport,  Blountsville,  and 
Carter’s  Station  and  fell  back  as  far  as  Rheatown,  reporting  to  your 
headquarters  by  telegraph,  and  then  reporting  to  me,  by  direction 
of  the  major-general  commanding.  I halted  him  at  Rheatown  and 
ordered  him  to  advance  his  pickets  as  far,  at  least,  as  Jonesborough. 
The  road  by  Kingsport  toward  Rogersville  was  thus  left  unguarded, 
and  on  the  morning  of  November  6 firing  of  artillery  was  heard  at 
Rogersville.  The  enemy  had  marched  down  through  Kingsport, 
and  suddenly  attacking  Garrard’s  cavalry,  completely  routed  it. 
Garrard  fell  back  with  his  shattered  command  to  Morristown,  and, 
supposing  that  the  enemy  intended  an  attack  on  Morristown,  the 
major-general  commanding  telegraphed  me  to  fall  back  to  that 
point  and  defend  it.  Accordingly,  I withdrew  from  Greeneville  and 
the  neighborhood.  On  the  night  of  the  6th,  Shackelford  reached 
Russellville  with  his  cavalry,  and  I halted  with  the  infantry  and 
artillery  at  Bull’s  Gap  on  finding  that  the  enemy  had  not  advanced 
farther  than  Rogersville.  I then  seized  the  passes  of  the  Bull  Mount- 
ains, from  the  Holston,  ojjposite  Rogersville,  to  Chucky  Bend,  and 
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commenced  fortifying  Bull’s  Gap.  The  enemy  were  reported  by 
loyal  Tennesseeans  to  be  in  force  at  and  below  Kingsport,  Greene- 
ville,  and  Newport ; and  from  the  6th  to  the  17th  my  operations 
were  confined  to  scouting  in  those  directions,  cavalry  skirmishes, 
and  foraging,  on  which  we  were,  men  and  animals,  mainly  depend- 
ent for  food. 

On  Longstreet’s  appearance  opposite  Loudon,  Hoskins’  brigade 
was  ordered  to  Knoxville.  Sliackelford  had  previously  been  de- 
tached to  the  same  point  to  assume  command  of  the  Cavalry  Corps. 
My  command  now  consisted  of  the  Indiana  six-months’  regiments, 
the  batteries  already  mentioned,  a skeleton  regiment  of  North  Caro- 
lina recruits,  and  Graham’s  and  Garrard’s  brigades  of  cavalry, 
forming  a division,  under  Colonel  Foster.  At  Morristown  was  the 
Thirty-second  Kentucky  Infantry,  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Battery, 
and  a battalion  of  mounted  Tennesseeans,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Davis.  At  Mossy  Creek  was  a battalion  of  Tennessee  recruits,  under 
Colonel  Patton.  It  will  be  observed  that  my  infantry  was  all  raw. 
The  cavalry  was  good,  but  half  mounted ; no  horseshoes,  and  forage 
scarce.  My  artillery  was  out  of  all  proportion,  and  a perfect  encum- 
brance ; horses  scarcely  able  to  drag  the  pieces.  I had  an  immense 
wagon  train,  being  the  transportation  of  the  command  proper  and 
of  other  troops  now  gone  to  Knoxville  or  otherwise  left  with  me.  On 
Longstreet’s  crossing  at  Loudon  I received  a dispatch  from  your 
headquarters  to  make  arrangements  for  getting  my  command  up  to 
the  vicinity  of  Cumberland  Gap. 

November  16,  received  an  order  from  General  Parke,  chief  of  staff, 
that,  in  event  of  telegraphic  communication  being  cut  off,  I should 
secure  my  retreat  to  Cumberland  Gap,  where  it  was  expected  that 
100,000  rations  were  accumulated,  and  which  point  was  to  be  held 
in  every  event.  The  same  night  telegraphic  communication  with 
Knoxville  ceased. 

I had  now  to  retreat  52  miles  in  the  face  of  superior  numbers ; 
cross  the  Holston  and  the  Clinch,  two  rocky,  deep,  and  rapid  rivers ; 
carry  an  immense  train  of  wagons  and  cumbersome  artillery ; the 
roads  broken  up  with  mud  and  blocked  up  with  thousands  of  refugees, 
with  their  families,  ox-teams,  furniture,  tables,  and  feather-beds. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  I made  a demonstration  as  if  to  ad- 
vance against  the  enemy,  started  cavalry  parties  on  every  road  lead- 
ing toward  Greeneville,  and  threw  Garrard’s  brigade  (not  the  same 
troops  formerly  defeated)  across  the  Holston  at  Rogersville,  with 
orders  to  advance  straight  up  the  road  toward  Kingsport.  Mean- 
time, my  infantry,  artillery,  and  trains  were  marching  in  retreat 
toward  Bean’s  Station,  under  the  cover  of  this  cavalry  movement. 
The  troops  at  Morristown,  including  those  from  Mossy  Creek,  were 
ordered  to  the  same  point  by  a different  ford.  Everything,  except 
parts  of  the  cavalry  division,  was  concentrated  at  Bean’s  Station  that 
night  without  a single  accident. 

I was  rather  in  hopes  the  enemy  would  attack  me,  and  halted 
there  through  the  next  day.  We  had  stolen  a march  on  the  enemy, 
and  the  men  felt  as  well  as  if  they  had  gained  a victory. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  I sent  a cavalry  detachment  down  the 
telegraph  line  as  far  as  Morristown,  and  succeeded  for  a short  time 
in  reopening  communication.  A party  had  been  sent  out  from  Knox- 
ville, and  repaired  the  wires  at  that  end  of  the  line.  The  orders  of 
the  major-general  commanding  were  here  renewed,  viz,  to  push  on 
to  Cumberland  Gap  and  make  that  point  secure. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  19  th,  I began  getting  the  artillery  over 
the  steep  and  rocky  pass  of  the  Clinch  Mountain  above  Bean’s  Sta- 
tion, and  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  renewed  the  march.  Cavalry 
detachments  were  sent  in  advance  to  seize  the  passes  and  cross-roads 
leading  toward  Rogersville  and  J onesville.  A detachment  was  also 
sent  toward  Knoxville,  with  orders  to  return  by  way  of  Walker’s 
Ford  and  Tazewell  with  information. 

One  party.  Captain  Hammond,  scouted  as  far  as  Mulberry  Gap 
toward  Jonesville  and  surprised  Slemp’s  Sixty-fourth  or  Sixty-fifth 
Virginia*  in  their  camp,  charged  in,  and  drove  them  3 miles,  captur- 
ing and  destroying  a considerable  portion  of  their  arms  and  camp 
equipage.  By  these  enterprises  the  slow-moving  train  arrived  with- 
out molestation  at  Tazewell  on  the  19th,  and  at  Cumberland  Gap  on 
the  20th.  Beyond  a day  or  two’s  half  rations  of  bread  and  small 
stores  for  my  men,  I found  no  more  stores  at  the  gap  than  were  re- 
quired for  the  garrison,  under  Colonel  Lemert,  for  thirty  days,  and 
the  road  to  Camp  Nelson  had  become  impassable  for  wagons  by  the 
rise  of  the  river.  I was  therefore  compelled  to  scatter  my  command 
for  forage  and  subsistence. 

In  order  to  watch  and  threaten  Ransom,  who  was  on  the  Kings- 
port and  Rogersville  road,  Garrard’s  brigade  was  ordered  to  camp 
near  Evans’  Ford,  with  scouts  near  Bean’s  Station  and  headquarters 
at  Big  Springs.  Graham’s  brigade  occupied  the  Walker’s  Ford 
route  to  Knoxville.  The  camp  of  dismounted  cavalry  and  Foster’s 
division  headquarters  were  at  Tazewell;  the  infantry  at  Cumberland 
Gap,  Powell’s  Bridge,  and  on  the  Jacksborough  road.  I communi- 
cated with  Captain  Hall,  quartermaster  at  Camp  Nelson,  who  started 
1,000  horses  for  me  to  remount  the  cavalry.  I was  also  able  to  get 
some  ammunition  from  a train  at  Barboursville  by  means  of  a foot- 
bridge which  we  built  at  Cumberland  Ford.  But  the  men  were  suf- 
fering for  food;  corn  was  scarce;  the  hogs  we  had  got  by  foraging  on 
the  Chucky  and  French  Broad  were  dying  with  the  cholera,  and  the 
weather  was  very  severe.  There  was  some  wheat  in  the  Powell 
River  Valley,  but  the  enemy  controlled  it  with  their  force  at  Jones- 
ville, and  Colonel  Lemert  had  abandoned  to  them  all  the  mills  on 
the  river.  I communicated  the  situation  of  affairs  to  Major-General 
Halleck,  commander-in-chief,  and  to  Major-General  Grant,  coru- 
manding  the  Western  Grand  Division,  and  transmitted  the  intelli- 
gence received  through  my  scouts  of  the  siege  of  Knoxville  and 
General  Burnside’s  situation.  They  both  directed  that  I should 
render  General  Burnside  every  assistance  in  my  power,  but  left  it 
discretionary  with  me  as  to  what  course  to  pursue. 

General  Grant  suggested  that  I should  move  upon  Abingdon  and 
attack  the  salt-works,  in  order  to  draw  off  Ransom  and  Jones  and 
keep  them  from  uniting  their  forces  with  Longstreet.  ^ I had  already 
ordered  Lemert,  who  had  some  good  cavalry  of  an  Illinois  regiment, 
to  send  an  expedition  to  Jonesville,  which  lies  on  the  road  to  Abing- 
don. He  sent  Major  Beeres,  with  300  men,  who  attacked  the  rebels 
at  Jonesville,  and  drove  them  across  Powell  River,  killing  and  captur- 
ing quite  a number.  I now  made  strenuous  efforts  to  fit  out  the  com- 
mand for  an  advance  to  Abingdon.  Five  hundred  of  Foster’s  cav- 
alry were  remounted  with  the  horses  from  Camp  Nelson,  and  some 
horseshoes  were  obtained.  The  mills  on  Powell  River  were  set  to 
grinding  corn  and  wheat,  and  some  beef  was  found.  Colonel  Davis’ 
mounted  force  was  sent  toward  Jacksborough,  and  drove  off  the 
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rebel  cavalry  wliicli  bad  come  to  tliat  iieigliborhood,  and  commenced 
seizing  a large  drove  of  bogs,  wbicb  was  on  its  way  from  Kentucky 
to  Knoxville,  wlien  tbe  siege  stopped  them.  I also  sent  a cavalry 
party  from  Foster’s  division  to  Clinton,  with  orders  to  communicate 
witb  Granger’s  cavalry,  wbicb  it  did,  at  some  point  toward  Kingston. 
Tbe  movement  upon  Abingdon,  however,  was  abandoned  in  conse- 
quence of  orders  received  from  General  Burnside,  tbrougb  my  scouts 
(wbo  got  into  Knoxville),  for  me  to  send  my  cavalry  toward  Knox- 
ville and  advance  tbe  infantry  to  supporting  distance.  Graham’s 
brigade  was  at  once  ordered  to  proceed  as  far  as  Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 
if  possible,  and  harass  tbe  enemy,  and  draw  off  as  much  of  Wheeler’s 
rebel  cavalry  corps  as  possible,  falling  back  toward  Tazewell,  if 
compelled  by  superior  force.  I did  not  deem  it  wise  to  take  Garrard’s 
brigade  from  the  Bean’s  Station  road,  where  it  was  usefully  employed, 
threatening  Ransom’s  flank.  On  November  30,  Major-General  Foster 
arrived  at  Cumberland  Gap.  My  plans  were  fully  approved ; and 
on  December  1,  by  his  orders,  we  set  forward  with  the  infantry  to 
Tazewell,  leaving  a minimum  garrison  at  Cumberland  Gap. 

On  the  night  of  December  1,  a courier  from  Graham  reported  that 
the  enemy  in  large  force  were  pressing  him  back  toward  Maynard- 
ville,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  I moved  with  the  infantry 
division,  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Curtin,  Forty -fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  toward  the  Clinch,  with  orders  from  General 
Foster  to  march  as  far  as  Walker’s  Ford.  I sent  Jackson’s  brigade 
by  the  direct  road  to  the  ford,  with  Patterson’s  (Twenty -first  Ohio) 
battery,  with  orders  to  put  his  artillery  in  position  at  the  ford,  and 
either  cross  over  to  the  assistance  of  Graham  or  cover  his  retreat 
across  the  river,  according  to  circumstances.  The  rest  of  the  divis- 
ion took  another  road,  which  enabled  us  to  check  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  cross  above  Walker’s  Ford.  Graham  lit  his  camp-fires  at 
Maynardville,  and  withdrew  during  the  night  of  the  1st,  leaving 
one  company  to  obseiwe  the  enemy.  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  re-enforced 
by  a brigade  of  Jones’  (or  Williams’),  which  latter  had  come  down 
by  the  south  side  of  the  Holston,  appeared  at  Maynardville  at  day- 
light, drove  out  Graham’s  rear  guard,  and  soon  came  upon  Graham’s 
main  body.  Graham  fell  back  slowly,  fighting  at  every  advanta- 
geous point.  My  staff  officers  found  him  about  3 miles  from  the  ford, 
in  the  Clinch  Mountain,  and  apprised  him  that  supports  were  at 
hand.  He  also  communicated  directly  with  Colonel  Jackson,  who 
crossed  over  two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  relieved  a portion  of  the 
cavalry,  whose  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

The  enemy  sent  a brigade  to  turn  our  left  flank  and  cross  the  river 
by  a ford  just  above  Walker’s.  This  movement  was  detected  by 
Graham,  who  detached  a part  of  Capron’s  (Illinois)  regiment,  armed 
with  Henry  rifles,  by  whom  the  enemy  was  met  and  repulsed,  losing 
heavily  under  the  rapid  firing  of  a much  inferior  force.  The  main 
body  came  upon  our  two  infantry  regiments,  which,  although  new 
troops,  stood  up  bravely  and  repulsed  the  enemy  in  about  twenty 
minutes.  The  enemy  had  a battery  of  light  artillery,  which  our 
artillery,  under  Captain  Patterson,  silenced,  firing  over  the  heads  of 
our  own  men. 

The  enemy  fell  back  half  a mile  before  dark,  and  then  3 miles ; 
finally,  at  midnight,  they  were  in  full  retreat  toward  Knoxville.  We 
captured  some  prisoners  that  night  and  the  next  day  or  two — about 
125.  Our  loss  was  about  50  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  The  en- 
emy outnumbered  us  two  to  one,  and  were  commanded  by  General 
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Martin  in  j^erson,  in  Wheeler’s  absence  from  his  command.  Colonel 
Graham,  having  replenished  his  exhausted  ammunition  in  the  night, 
started  at  daylight  in  pursuit,  and  picked  up  quite  a number  of  strag- 
glers, which  were  sent  to  Tazewell.  All  the  prisoners  were  sent  to 
Camp  Nelson.  This  action  terminated  my  operations  under  Major- 
General  Burnside,  who  was  relieved  a few  days  afterward  by  Gen- 
eral Foster. 

I beg  leave  to  mention  for  good  conduct  throughout  the  campaign 
Capt.  Robert  A.  Hutchins,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers ; First  Lieut.  L.  C.  Brackett,  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  aide-de-camp ; First  Lieut.  William  V.  Richards,  Sev- 
enteenth Michigan  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  P.  Heistand, 
assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  Surg.  P.  A.  O’Con- 
nell, U.  S.  Volunteers.  And,  for  great  energy  at  Cumberland  Gap, 
in  supplying  the  troops  from  the  country.  First  Lieut.  R.  M.  Cross, 
Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  acting  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence. Also,  for  bravery  and  skill  in  action.  Colonel  Jackson,  One 
hundred  and  eighteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanding  brigade  ; 
Colonel  Graham,  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade,  and  Captain 
Patterson,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Battery. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

, Brevet  Major-General. 

Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  Richmond,  Adjt  Gen. 


No.  39. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Shackelford,  U.  8.  Army,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Corps,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  15,  1863. 

General  Burnside  : 

The  following  just  from  General  Shackelford.  I wrote  him  that 
in  case  he  had  to  fall  back  upon  Colonel  Cameron’s  brigade  he  must 
co-operate  with  General  Hascall  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check. 

1 p.  m. 

We  are  still  at  the  same  place  as  when  last  wrote  you  ; still  fighting.  The  enemy 
firing  from  four  guns,  showing  considerable  force. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  within  I learn  the  enemy  is  moving  in  heavy  force  upon 
our  left. 

I have  ordered  my  advance  to  fall  back  to  within  4 miles  of  town. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

In  the  Field.  4^  Miles  from  Knoxville,  Nov.  15,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 
The  enemy  is  still  advancing  in  very  heavy  column.  The  fighting 
is  heavy. 

I am,  general,  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Major-General  Parke. 
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Headquarters  Cavat.ry  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Deceinber  5,  18G3 — midnight. 

General  : I have  just  met  Mr.  Summers,  a very  reliable  man,  who 
lives  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  was  caihured  by  the  enemy 
yesterday  and  taken  to  the  Plains.  He  says  the  whole  of  the  force 
went  this  road  ; he  met  500  cavalry  this  morning  at  Lay’s  Station,  GO 
miles  above  Knoxville.  He  thinks  their  force  25,000.  They  said 
they  were  going  to  Morristown.  I send  Summers  to  you. 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside. 

P.  S. — Part  of  the  cavalry  crossed  3 miles  below  Strawberry  Plains, 
and  part,  if  not  all,  the  trains  did  also. 

I send  4 more  prisoners,  and  we  are  still  picking  them  up. 


Five  Miles  from  Knoxville,  on  Morristown  Road, 

December  5,  1863 — 2 a.  m. 

General  : I received  your  order  to  move  slowly,  and  have  just 
reached  this  point.  This  point  is  near  the  junction  of  the  main  road 
on  w'hich  the  rebels  traveled  on  yesterday  and  last  night.  Three 
rebels  left  here  about  one  hour  and  a half  ago,  who  had  been  here 
for  some  time,  who  said  they  were  remaining  here  to  show  a brigade 
of  cavalry  the  right  road.  The  citizens  report  that  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  is  now  in  line  of  battle  on  the  road  that  the  enemy  traveled — 
I mean  the  road  that  forms  a junction  with  this  just  above  this  point. 
I have  ordered  a party  out  to  ascertain  the  facts.  I also  ordered 
scout  down  to  Armstrong’s  Ferry.  I think,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion I can  get,  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  came  into  this  road 
just  above  here  and  went  directly  up  the  road  to  Morristown. 

I send  back  2 prisoners. 

Yours,  truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


Campbell’s,  Seven  Miles  from  Knoxville, 

December  5,  1863 — 5 a.  m. 

General  ; My  advance  is  3 miles  beyond  this  place.  I would  have 
gone  farther,  but  for  your  order  that  I should  travel  slowly  and  that 
I might  be  ordered  on  the  Jacksborough  road,  and  the  further  rea- 
son of  having  the  rebels  reported  in  line  of  battle  on  my  left,  which 
I had  investigated  and  proved  to  be  a mistake.  About  1,500  cavalry 
crossed  at  Armstrong’s  Ford.  The  infantry  and  trains  and  part  of 
the  cavalry  passed  on  parallel  road  about  2 miles  from  this  point,  and 
part  of  the  cavalry  passed  up  this  road,  the  last  passing  about  9 
o’clock  this  morning.  I am  satisfied,  from  all  that  I can  learn  from 
prisoners  and  citizens,  that  the  rebels  are  moving  for  Bristol  direct. 
It  will  be  very  difficult  to  get  forage  for  the  regiments. 

We  will  do  the  best  we  can. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Major-General  Burnside. 
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Ten  Miles  from  Knoxville,  Tenn., 

December  6,  18G3. 

General  : We  have  been  skirmislhng  with  rebel  cavalry  for  over 
an  hour.  Two  thousand  of  the  enemy  encamped  2 miles  from  this 
point  last  night.  A brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  was  in  line  of  battle  at 
sundown  last  evening  a mile  from  here,  on  the  Rutledge  road ; so 
stated  by  citizens.  My  advance  is  at  the  junction  of  the  Rutledge 
and  Strawberry  Plains  roads.  We  found  forage  for  our  horses  last 
night. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside,  Knoxville. 


Campbell’s, 

December  6,  1863 — 8.10  a.  m. 

General  : We  had  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
last  evening  about  dark.  After  the  skirmish  the  enemy  built  large 
camp  fires  in  our  front.  I will  have  some  15  or  20  prisoners  to  send 
back  tliis  morning.  The  rebel  officers  have  at  least  made  the  im- 
pression upon  their  men  that  they  were  going  to  Morristown.  From 
the  best  information  I can  get  the  enemy  forded  the  river  some 
place  near  the  Plains.  I shall  move  forward  and  communicate  with 
[you]  as  often  as  possible. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Junction  of  S.  and-  P.  Roads,  December  6,  1863 — noon. 

General  : I have  just  been  out  a short  distance  on  the  Rutledge 
road.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  is  in  line  of  battle  out  about  1 mile  from 
the  junction,  on  the  Rutledge  road.  A citizen  reports  that  a con- 
siderable column  of  rebel  cavalry  passed  up  the  Jacksborough  road 
on  yesterday.  I do  not  think  that  the  rebel  infantry  succeeded,  in 
crossing  the  river  on  yesterday.  Their  men  are  in  bad  condition 
for  traveling,  judging  from  the  prisoners  I have  taken.  We  have 
captured  several  that  were  unable  to  march  back  to  Knoxville. 
Some  rebels  (a  squad)  have  just  shown  themselves  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  I have  a good  position,  and  I think  we  could  hold 
it  against  a large  force.  The  cavalry  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  is 
evidently  covering  the  movement  of  the  enemy  across  the  river, 
near  the  Plains. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  6,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

General  : The  enemy  has  fallen  back  from  his  position,  and  my 
advance  now  occupy  the  ground  on  which  he  had  his  line.  I could 
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move  forward,  but  I can  get  forage  liere,  and  I occupy  the  position 
you  ordered  me  to.  1 have  sent  scout  out  on  the  Plains  road,  and 
will  order  another  on  the  Putledge  road. 

SHACKELFOHD, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Knoxville. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Junction  B.  and  S.  Roads',  Bee.  6,  1863 — 4.30  p.  m. 

Major:  Yours  of  1.30  p.  m.  is  at  hand.  The  enemy  fell  back 
from  his  position  on  Rutledge  road,  and  I have  ordered  scout  out 
upon  that  road,  which  has  not  reported.  The  scout  on  the  Straw- 
berry Plains  road  reported  when  4 miles  out  and  within  1 mile  of  the 
Plains.  The  report  was  that  the  rear  guard  left  there  at  9 a.  m. , 
but  that  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  had  gone  on  the  road  north  of 
that. 

I suppose  the  officer  of  the  scout  means  the  Rutledge  road.  We 
have  captured  between  50  and  70  prisoners  since  we  left,  and  also 
13  horses  and  mules.  If  the  weather  should  change  and  become  bad 
we  would  doubtless  get  several  hundred  of  the  enemy. 

I will  be  upon  the  alert,  and  will  not  leave  anything  undone  that 
the  command  can  do  to  annoy  and  injure  the  enemy  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent. 

I am,  major,  yours,  truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major  Van  Buren,  Aide-de-Camp,  Knoxville. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  December  6,  *1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General  : The  scout  sent  on  the  Strawberry  Plains  road  has  just 
returned.  He  stated  that  he  went  to  the  Plains,  saw  1,000  or  1,500 
cavalry  encamped  above  the  Plains,  on  this  side  of  the  river.  The 
irifantry  all  went  the  Rutledge  road.  The  rear  guard  of  the  infantry 
are  encamped  10  miles  above  the  Plains.  The  scout  upon  the  Rut- 
ledge road  has  not  returned. 

I am,  general,  truly,  vours, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Knoxville. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  December  7,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 
General  : The  enemy  has  fallen  back.  My  advance  is  encamped 
1 mile  from  Blain’s  Cross-Roads.  I will  move  forward  early  to-mor- 
row morning. 

I am,  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Knoxville. 
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Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Forks  of  Scott’s  Mill  Road, 

December  7,  1863 — 10.30  p.  m. 

General  : The  enemy’s  infantry  all  came  up  the  Scott’s  Mill  road; 
passed  up  the  Rutledge  road.  His  cavalry  is  just  in  our  front.  Some 
little  skirmishing  this  morning.  We  are  moving  forward.  I have 
not  heard  from  Colonel  Foster. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside,  Knoxville. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

2 Miles  from  Blaiivs  Cross-Roads,  Dec.  8,  1863 — 6 a.  m. 

Major  : Your  dispatch  was  received  at  a quarter  to  5 this  morn- 
ing. Since  dispatching  the  general  at  that  hour,  I have  had  General 
Foster’s  dispatch  translated,  and  I am  satisfied  that  he  is  mistaken 
as  to  the  position  of  Colonel  Foster.  After  giving  copy  of  telegram 
from  General  Grant  to  General  Foster,  which  I presume  the  general 
has  already  received,  he  adds  ; 

I sent  you  a dispatch  last  night  informing  you  of  the  exact  position  of  the  two 
brigades  of  my  division  and  the  position  of  the  enemy  (I  did  not  get  that  dispatch). 
The  officer  bearing  this  dispatch  will  inform  you  of  our  position  this  morning.  I 
am  anxious  to  know  the  position  of  our  cavahy  below,  and  its  operations,  in  order 
that  I may  know  how  to  operate  against  the  enemy.  I found  Jones’  division  yes- 
terday in  the  Flat  Creek  and  Bull  Run  Valley,  this  side  of  Powder  Spring  Gap.  We 
attacked  and  drove  them  beyond  Copper  Ridge  Gap,  capturing  1 captain  and  a 
number  of  prisoners  and  about  7 horses.  I wull  try  to-day  to  force  the  passage  of 
Powder  Spring  Gap,  or  some  of  the  gaps  over  Clinch  Mountain  above  there. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


The  enemy  had  a heavy  force  of  cavalry  in  my  front  and  on  my 
right  on  yesterday.  I had  not  sufficient  force  to  attack  him,  and  the 
general  had  ordered  me  not  to  attack  with  the  force  I came  out  with. 
As  soon  as  General  Ferrero  reached  me  I made  a forward  movement ; 
the  enemy  had  just  fallen  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  and  was  in 
my  immediate  front  at  dark.  The  estimate  placed  upon  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  by  citizens  is  from  6,000  to  10,000.  The  citizens  represent 
the  infantry  in  bad  condition  for  marching,  and  very  much  demoral- 
ized. No  citizen  was  permitted  to  go  within  their  lines  on  yesterday, 
and  therefore  we  could  not  get  any  information  of  his  movements 
above  this  point.  I am  satisfied,  however,  that  the  infantry  is  mov- 
ing on  for  Roger sville,  or  some  point  above  that. 

A part  of  their  train  went  by  Morristown.  I am  now  in  the  act 


of  moving  forward. 


I am,  major,  yours,  truly. 


Major  Van  Buren,  Aide-de-Camp. 


SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Junction  of  Rutledge  and,  Powder  Sprmg  Road, 

December  8,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

General  : I have  just  reached  this  place.  Generals  Martin  and 
Armstrong  were  between  this  and  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  and  on  the 
river  road  last  night.  They  commenced  leaving  last  night  about 
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midnight,  the  last  of  them  leaving  at  8 o’clock  this  morning.  Jones’ 
command  was  out  on  the  Powder  Spring  road  and  came  in  to  the 
Rutledge  road  this  morning  at  this  point,  and  went  on  up  the  road. 
I heard  from  Colonel  Foster  this  morning.  Graham’s  brigade  was 
to  have  been  at  Plain’s  Cross-Roads  by  10  or  11  o’clock.  Garrard’s 
brigade  was  to  cross  the  mountain  at  one  of  the  gaps  to-day.  I 
think  when  1 get  the  corps  together,  with  the  artillery,  I will  be 
enabled  to  do  the  enemy  some  damage.  The  enemy’s  infantry  fin- 
ished passing  here  late  Sunday  evening,  since  which  time  1 have 
heard  nothing  of  them. 

I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside,  Knoxville. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Beanes  Station,  December  9,  1863 — 12.30  p.  m. 

General  : I have  just  reached  this  place  with  my  advance.  ^ We 
drove  the  rebel  cavalry  for  4 or  5 miles.  We  found  them  in  position, 
with  artillery  planted,  at  this  place,  but  they  left  in  considerable  haste 
at  our  approach.  A large  body  of  cavalry  went  down  the  mountain 
road.  The  infantry  was  passing  this  point  on  yesterday  until  4 p.  m., 
and  from  the  best  information  I can  get,  Longstreet  encamped  last 
night  near  Rock  Spring,  4 miles  on  the  Rogersville  road. 

I have  sent  scouts  out  on  all  the  roads,  and  will  feed  before  mov- 
ing any  farther. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke,  Commanding  Forces. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Bean’s  Station,  December  9,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 

General  : I occupied  this  place  with  my  command  at  12.30  o’clock 
instant.  I am  directed  by  General  Parke,  commanding  forces  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  to  remain  here  with  my  command  and  open  commu- 
nication with  you  across  the  mountain.  The  rebel  infantry  finished 
passing  this  point,  going  up  the  Rogersville  road  late  last  evening. 

Citizens  report  that  some  infantry  under  Jones  went  out  on  the 
Morristown  road.  A large  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  with  artillery, 
went  down  the  Morristown  road  this  morning.  I have  had  consider- 
able skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  to-day.  We  have  cap- 
tured over  100  prisoners  since  we  left  Knoxville. 

The  greater  part  of  Colonel  Poster’s  division  is  greatly  in  want  of 
ammunition,  both  small-arms  and  artillery.  I sent  a messenger  to 
Tazewell  this  morning  with  dispatch  for  you,  and  also  to  try  and 
obtain  rations  for  my  command.  I directed  him  to  give  you  full 
particulars  of  our  condition. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Major-General  Foster,  Tazewell. 

N.  B. — General  Parke  is  at  Rutledge,  9-J-  miles  from  this  place. 


412 


KY.,  SW.  VAo,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


[Indorsement.] 

Tazewell,  December'  10,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Colonel  Foster  ordered  his  train  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  ; it  proba- 
bly contains  ammunition.  A train  of  rations  is  expected  here  at  9 
o’clock  this  morning,  and  will  be  sent  to  Bean’s  Station  without  delay. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- Geiieral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Beanes  Station,  December  10,  1863 — 8.15  a.  m. 

General  : I would  have  reported  to  you  again  last  night,  after 
receiving  your  orders,  but  for  the  fact  that  I had  nothing  of  impor- 
tance to  communicate.  I immediately  forwarded,  on  the  reception 
of  your  order,  a messenger  with  communication  for  General  Foster 
across  the  mountain.  After  my  report  of  12.30  o’clock  yesterday. 
Colonel  Ward  had  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  the  Morris- 
town road  and  drove  him  across  the  river.  I have  ordered  this  morn- 
ing a brigade  out  upon  the  Rogersville  road,  and  also  one  upon  the 
Morristown  road,  and  I will  report  immediately  upon  hearing  from 
either.  I regret  that  I did  not  send  you  a report  last  night,  but  I 
supposed  that  you  did  not  expect  one  before  this  morning. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Forces. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Bean’s  Station,  December  10,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

General  : I have  just  received  report  from  Colonel  Adams,  com- 
manding reconnaissance  on  Rogersville  road.  He  had  gone  as  far  as 
Mooresburg,  3 miles  this  side  of  Red  Bridge,  when  he  came  up  with 
the  enemy  in  considerable  force  guarding  wagon  train.  He  was  then 
skirmishing  with  them.  He  represents  that  the  enemy  was  dis- 
mounted and  in  a gorge,  and  that  he  would  withdraw  soon,  as  he 
could  not  dislodge  him.  Colonel  Adams  says  that  the  last  of  the  in- 
fantry left  Mooresburg  yesterday  morning;  that  his  cavalry  encamped 
within  li  miles  of  the  point  at  which  they  were  skirmishing.  His 
dispatch  was  sent  at  2 p.  m.  Xo  further  news  from  reconnaissance 
on  Morristown  road  since  Major  Cutting  left. 

I am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Forces. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Bean’s  Station,  December  10,  1863 — 8.10  p.  m. 
General:  Your  dispatch  just  received.  Colonel  Adams,  com- 
manding reconnaissance  on  Rogersville  road,  has  returned.  Not  a 
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word  from  Colonel  Garrard,  commanding  reconnaissance  on  Morris- 
town road,  since  Major  Cutting  left.  Artillery  firing  reported  in 
the  direction  of  Morristown  late  this  evening.  I have  just  ordered 
100  men  to  go  out  to  forks  of  road,  one-half  mile  of  ford  on  Morris- 
town road,  and  to  send  patrol  to  the  ford  to  learn  something  from 
the  reconnaissance.  Colonel  Adams  reports  that  the  enemy  in  con- 
siderable force,  after  he  withdrew,  came  out  and  occupied  the  ground 
he  held  durftig  the  skirmishing.  A prisoner  from  this  command. 
Fourteenth  Illinois,  who  escaped  from  the  enemy  last  night,  says 
that  he  marched  21  miles  day  before  yesterday  and  9 miles  yesterday; 
that  he  left  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  last  night  3 miles  this 
side  of  Rogersville ; that  their  train  was  in  front  and  their  cavalry 
in  the  rear ; that  their  encampment  extended  8 miles.  Immediately 
on  hearing  from  reconnaissance  on  Morristown  road  I will  report. 

I am,  general,  yours,  &c., 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  General, 

Major-General  Parke, 

Comnianding  Forces. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Bean’s  Station,  December  10,  1863. 

General  : I have  just  received  a report  from  the  brigade  sent  out 
on  the  Morristown  road  under  Colonel  Garrard.  He  found  rebel 
brigade,  undei  General  William  E.  Jones,  at  Morristown,  occupying 
the  fortifications  built  by  our  forces,  engaged  him,  and  drove  him 
out  of  the  works  and  out  of  the  town.  The  brigade  will  come  back 
and  encamp  at  the  river  to-night.  We  lost  several  men,  but  the 
enemy’s  loss  is  reputed  much  heavier  than  ours. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Forces. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Bean’s  Station,  December  11,  1863 — 9.25  a.  m. 

General  : The  engagement  of  Colonel  Garrard’s  brigade  with 
Jones  at  Morristown  on  last  evening  was  a gallant  affair.  The  enemy 
held  every  advantage  in  the  ground,  yet  our  men  dashed  into  their 
midst  and  drove  them  from  the  fortifications  and  the  town.  Be- 
tween 40  and  50  rebels  are  reported  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss, 
6 wounded,  none  killed.  It  is  thought  that  the  rebels  who  went  via 
Morristown  will  move  on  across  the  mountains  into  North  Carolina. 
Colonel  Garrard  had  the  pleasure  of  defeating  the  same  or  a part  of 
the  same  command  that  defeated  him  at  Rogersville.  Nothing  heard 
from  the  enemy  this  morning. 

Yours,  &c.. 


Major-General  Parke, 

Commanding  Forces. 


SHACKELFORD, 
Brigaaier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Beanes  Station,  December  12,  1863 — 6.30  p.  m. 

General  : The  reconnaissance  under  Colonel  Graham  upon  the 
Roger sville  road  came  upon  the  enemy  at  Mooresburg,  drove  them 
back  about  1 mile  into  a position  from  which  he  could  not  dislodge 
them  without  bringing  on  a general  engagement.  He  withdrew  his 
troops  this  side  of  Mooresburg.  A prisoner  from  Fifty-first  Virginia 
Regiment  states  that  he  left  the  rebel  infantry  8 miles  beyond  Rogers- 
ville  last  night ; they  had  stopped  and  were  foraging.  He  states  that 
the  principal  part  of  the  rebel  cavalry  were  at  Russellville. 

The  reconnaissance  to  Morristown,  under  Colonel  Pennebaker, 
found  no  enemy  at  that  place,  but  found  their  pickets  beyond  town, 
on  the  Russellville  road,  and  drove  them  in  ; came  upon  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  they  retreated  up  the  road. 

I am,  general,  yours, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Parke. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Beanes  Station,  December  13,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

General  : I would  have  communicated  with  you  before  this  to- 
day, but  did  not  know  where  the  communication  would  reach  you. 

In  pursuance  with  your  orders,  I ordered  200  men  to  proceed  to 
Morristown  this  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  telegraph 
wire.  They  met  enemy’s  pickets  on  this  side  of  Morristown,  and 
from  statements  of  citizens  in  relation  to  there  being  rebels  in  the 
town  and  a heavy  force  at  Cheek’s  Cross-Roads,  the  officer  in  com- 
mand did  not  attempt  to  go  to  the  town.  Colonel  Garrard,  with  his 
brigade,  was  sent  to  Morristown  on  yesterday,  with  orders  to  make 
reconnaissance  upon  the  Russellville  road.  He  found  no  enemy  at 
Morristown,  but  found  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  at  Cheek’s 
Cross-Roads.  He  says  he  saw  in  line  2,000  or  2,500  rebels  ; he  had 
heavy  skirmishing  with  them.  Our  loss  4 killed  and  a number 
wounded.  Colonel  Garrard  says  the  enemy  had  5,000  men  at  that 
point.  It  was  Wheeler’s  command,  under  Martin.  A prisoner  cap- 
tured from  Third  Alabama  states  that  Wheeler’s  force  was  at  that 
point.  He  gives  their  number  at  5,000  or  6,000.  I ordered  a recon- 
naissance of  200  men  up  the  Rogersville  road  this  morning.  They 
were  attacked  and  driven  in  by  the  enemy,  the  enemy  following  up 
to  our  picket  stand.  Colonel  Wolford’s  command  lost  three  or  four 
wagons  that  were  on  that  road  foraging.  W e met  them  at  the  picket 
stand,  and  drove  them  back  miles. 

Prisoners  captured  from  the  Fourth  Kentucky  (rebel)  Cavalry 
stated  that  there  were  two  rebel  regiments,  the  Fourth  and  Tenth 
Kentucky.  One  of  the  prisoners  stated  that  the  Fourth  Kentucky 
and  one  battalion  of  the  Tenth  were  out  there,  making  600  men. 
One  of  the  prisoners,  who  seemed  to  speak  the  truth,  stated  that 
Longstreet’s  command  was  at  Red  Bridge  ; that  Longstreet’s  head- 
quarters were  5 miles  above  Mooresburg ; that  Ransom’s  command 
had  gone  across  the  river  at  Rogersville,  but  that  all  of  Longstreet’s 
command  was  on  this  side  of  Rogersville.  He  also  stated  that  all  th^ 
cavalry,  except  that  we  were  fighting  this  evening  had  gone  this  morn- 
ing over  to  Cheek’s  Cross-Roads;  that  they  were  sent  down  to  feel  our 
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forces  while  that  movement  was  being  made.  The  statement  in  re- 
lation to  Longstreet’s  headquarters  is  corroborated  by  a citizen  who 
got  through  this  evening,  who  lives  13  miles  above  this.  General 
Willcox  states  that  3 prisoners  were  brought  into  his  headquarters 
on  last  night  who  belonged  to  a Georgia  regiment — Hood’s  division. 
All  3 had  written  passes  up  to  2 o’clock  yesterday.  They  stated  that 
their  command  was  7 miles  below  Rogersville,  and  that  Bushrod 
Johnson’s  command  was  in  the  rear.  It  may  be  that  the  enemy  is 
concentrating  his  cavalry  at  Cheek’s  Cross-Roads  with  the  view  of 
attacking  me  at  this  point,  as  he  could  much  more  easily  attack  from 
that  direction  than  from  the  road  leading  to  Rogersville.  His  move- 
ments this  evening  in  both  directions  seem  to  indicate  some  such 
purpose. 

I have  ordered  the  troops  to  stand  at  arms  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow. 
I would  suggest  that  if  the  enemy  was  to  throw  a considerable  force 
of  his  cavalry  over  Clinch  Mountain,  he  could  seriously  damage  the 
trains  from  Cumberland  Gap.  If  you  have  leisure,  I would  ask  for 
you  to  ride  up  early  in  the  morning. 

I am,  general,  yours,  truly, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-General. 

Major-General  Parke. 

P.  S. — I have  been  quite  sick  for  two  or  three  days. 

Since  writing  the  above  Colonel  Bond,  who  was  in  pommand  of 
my  advance,  this  evening  reports  that  citizens  who  have  come 
through  since  dark  report  that  the  cavalry' on  the  Rogersville  road 
was  supported  by  infantry  and  artillery  at  Rock  Spring,  miles 
from  here. 

Since  writing  the  above.  Colonel  Capron  reports  the  rebels  on  the 
other  bank  of  the  river  up  and  down  ; that  his  commissary  and  6 of 
his  men  were  at  a mill  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  this  evening  ; 
his  men,  except  the  commissary,  were  captured.  I would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  an  infantry  force  being  moved  up  to-night  to  cover  the 
road  leading  off  to  Turley’s  Ford,  about  1 mile  this  side  of  Rutledge. 

[Indorsement.] 

Rutledge, 

December  13,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

General  Foster,  Knoxville: 

General  : I have  just  arrived,  and  met  the  following*  dispatch. 
I have  ordered  a force  of  infantry  to  march  in  the  morning  to  the 
road  indicated  by  General  Shackelford.  General  Potter  has  pickets 
at  Turley’s  Ford,  at  Turley’s  Mill,  and  on  the  road  this  side  of  there. 
The  indications  are  that  Longstreet  has  halted,'  and  probably  turned 
back  a portion  of  his  command,  possibly  all.  To-morrow  will  prob- 
ably develop  his  plans. 

Yours,  &c., 

JNO.  G.  PARKE. 

Headquarters, 

Beanes  Station,  December  14,  1863. 

General  : Since  my  report  on  last  night,  there  has  been  no 
demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Reconnaissance  on 
Rogersville  made  before  daylight  this  morning  ascertained  that  the 


* Pi*eceding. 


416 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XUU. 

I 

enemy  liad  fallen  back  from  tlie  position  lie  occupied  where  the  skir- 
mishing closed  at  dark  last  night.  The  glare  of  the  enemy’s  camp 
fires  could  be  seen  2 or  3 miles  from  the  position  he  occupied  at  dark 
last  evening.  The  patrols  on  the  roads  to  the  river  saw  nor  heard 
nothing  of  the  enemy. 

ResT)ectfully,  yours, 

SHACKELFORD, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1. 

Major-General  Pakke. 


No.  40. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Cavalry  in  East  Tennessee.  * 

Milliken’s  House, 

December  16,  1863. 

General  : The  detachment  sent  by  me  to-day  to  examine  the 
valley  south  of  the  hills  on  my  right  has  returned,  and  the  major 
reports  that  just  before  night  he  saw  a regiment  of  rebel  cavalry  in 
line  just  beyond  Eldridge’s  Mill ; that  is,  about  5-J-  miles  from  Blain’s 
Cross-Roads.  I have  already  sent,  according  to  your  request,  a small 
brigade  of  cavalry  to  Stone’s  Mill,  and  have  five  companies  of  in- 
fantry picketing  a road  leading  in  the  general  direction  of  Stone’s 
Mill  from  this  x)lace. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-G eneral.  Commanding  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke, 

' Commanding  U.  S.  Troops. 


Headquarters, 

Millihen^s,  December  17,  1863 — 8.45  a.  m. 

General  : Our  pickets  are  now  engaged,  and  the  enemy  (cavalry) 
appears  to  be  advancing  in  column.  He  has  not  developed  his  inten- 
tions yet.  Yesterday  it  seems  that  Colonel  Graham  sent  a party 
in  search  of  provisions  through  Powder  Spring  Gap,  beyond  the 
Clinch  Mountain,  and  were  fired  upon,  as  reported  by  one  of  the 
members  who  returned.  W e have  heard  nothing  from  the  party 
since.  This  probably  was  the  firing  heard  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ward’s  party,  as  reported  by  him  last  night. 

Respectfully,  * 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke. 


[Indorsement.] 

General  : The  within  note  has  just  been  received.  If  convenient, 
I would  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  come  up  to  my  headquarters. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


* See  also  Sturgis’  correspondence  with  W.  L.  Elliott. 
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^ Milliken’s  House,  December  17,  1863. 

General  : Our  rear  is  getting  up  all  right.  The  enemy  is  not 
advancing  so  boldly  as  'heretofore.  If  he  undertakes  to  advance 
to-morrow  we  will  endeavor  to  check  him,  which  I think  we  can 
pretty  well.  The  question  of  forage,  however,  is  very  embarrassing, 
and  I do  not  know  what  we  shall  be  able  to  do  on  that  score  yet,  noi 
do  I suppose  it  is  in  your  power  to  throw  much  light  on  the  subiect. 

Respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier- General,  Comma^iding , 

Major-General  Parke. 


Headquarters, 

Godwin'' s House,  Four  Miles  from  Rutledge, 

December  17,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

General  : The  enemy  are  now  using  a four-gun  howitzer  battery 
they  have  in  position  on  the  high  ridge  to  our  right,  and  can  observe 
all  our  movements  from  that  point.  I would  therefore  suggest  that 
you  stop  any  movement  of  your  troops  at  Rutledge  until  I can  get 
under  way,  of  which  I will  speedily  inform  you. 

I think  that  if  it  is  discovered  that  your  troops  and  those  here  are 
falling  back  simultaneously  we  shall  be  too  heavily  pressed. 

It  is  this  moment  reported  by  citizens  (no  doubt  exaggerated)  that 
a rebel  force  of  10,000  cavalry  are  coming  down  our  right  and  rear. 

I am,  general. 


S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  CommandAng. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke. 


Headquarters, 

Minetfs  House,  Maynardville  Road, 

December  18,  1863. 

General  : Your  note  is  just  received.  A brigade  was  sent  last 
evening  to  occupy  the  gap  on  General  Spears’  left  and  to  examine 
the  country  from  Stone’s  Mill  to  the  Holston.  I will  send  an  officer 
at  once  to  see  that  there  is  no  mistake  in  this  matter.  Your  request 
in  regard  to  a chain  of  couriers  to  Tazewell  will  be  complied  with  at 
once. 

I have  just  received  a note  from  General  Elliott,  at  Richland  Creek 
bridge.  He  reports  one  of  his  brigades  crossing  at  McKinney’s 
Ford.  General  Spears  represents  to  him  that  the  enemy  is  in  posses- 
sion of  Nance’s  Ford,  or  commands  it.  I think  he  should  satisfy 
himself  of  this  by  a reconnaissance,  and  I will  direct  him  to  do  so, 
which  you  will  have  time  to  countermand  should  you  deem  neces- 
sary. I would  respectfully  suggest  that  as  General  Spears  has  a bri- 
gade of  cavalry  at  Stone’s  Mill,  he  might  order  such  reconnaissances 
as  are  necessary  from  that,  in  the  event  of  any  misunderstanding  by 
the  other  troops  I have  sent. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Cavalry, 

Major-General  Parke, 

Blain’s  Cross-Roads^ 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  McKinney’s  Ford,  December  18,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 
General  : I arrived  here  this  moment  with  Wolford’s  division 
(three  brigades)  and  one  brigade  of  Foster’s  division,  and  find  that 
but  one  brigade  of  General  Elliott’s  division  has  crossed.  He  ex- 
pects to  complete  the  crossing  by  9 a.  m.,  commencing  by  daybreak 
to-morrow.  General  Elliott  has  sent  out  scouts,  whom  he  expects 
to  return  during  the  night,  and  will  be  able  to  inform  us  what  move- 
ments, if  any,  are  going  on  in  our  front  and  below.  The  command- 
ing officer  at  Strawberry  Plains  has  been  informed  of  the  reported 
crossing  of  the  enemy  at  Buffalo  Ford.  There  is  a force  watching 
the  ford  about  2 miles  below  the  Plains.  This  ford  can  hardly  be 
used  by  cavalry  at  the  present  time. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STUKGIS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry, 
Major-General  Foster. 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 
McKinney’s  Ford,  December  19,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

General  : After  General  Elliott  had  crossed  one  brigade  of  his 
command  the  river  rose,  and  is  now  from  3 to  4 feet  deeper  than  it 
was  at  dark.  There  is  no  danger  from  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy 
crossing  the  river  below. 

I would  suggest  that  a pontoon  bridge  be  sent  by  rail  to  Straw- 
berry Plains  and  thrown  across  the  river  at  that  place.  In  the  mean- 
time, I will  let  the  brigade  now  on  the  other  side  move  down  to  that 
place,  and  move  the  rest  of  General  Elliott’s  command  to  Strawberry 
Plains  to  cover  the  collection  of  supplies  by  the  brigade  while  await- 
ing your  instructions.  The  rest  of  my  command  will  go  where  it 
can  be  foraged. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

Major-General  Foster. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Strawberry  Plains,  December  20,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

General  : Major  Thornburgh,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry,  who  was 
sent  last  night  by  General  Elliott  with  two  companies  to  the  mills  in 
the  vicinity  of  hTew  Market,  has  returned,  and  reports  a large  force 
of  cavalry  on  the  north  (this)  side  the  Holston,  below  Mossy  Creek 
and  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  Creek. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke, 

Commanding  Army  in  Field,  Blain’s  Cross-Boads. 

(Same  to  Foster.) 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  21,  1863. 

Colonel  Wolford  reports  that  3 of  his  men  have  just  returned  who 
were  cut  off  while  foraging  near  Bean’s  Station  the  14th  instant. 
They  report  having  passed  through  the  enemy’s  camp  three  days 
ago.  That  Longstreet’s  army,  or  the  main  body  of  his  infantry,  was 
at  Bean’s  Station,  between  that  place  and  Rutledge — reaching  to  Rut- 
ledge ; his  cavalry  was  at  May’s  Mill,  4i  miles  from  Bean’s  Station, 
at  Morristown,  and  at  Mossy  Creek.  They  think  Longstreet  has 
about  25,000  men. 

' S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier- General, 

Brigadier-General  Potter,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Strawberry  Plains,  December  22,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Elliott  sends  me  the  following  information, 
which  he  received  from  Major  Dyer,  commanding  force  on  the  road 
from  Rutledge  to  Dandridge.  Major  Dyer  reports  all  quiet  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  His  citizen  scout  has  seen  a deserter,  whom 
he  knows  to  be  a reliable  man,  and  this  man  stated  that  he  knew  of 
but  two  divisions  of  infantry,  though  another  was  reported,  all  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  that  they  are  stationed  4 miles  above 
Rutledge.  The  deserter  also  reported  that  he  heard  his  brigade 
commander  say  they  were  going  to  move  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chucky 
and  establish  a line  from  Bean’s  Station  to  that  point  via  Morristown. 
It  is  reported  to  Major  Dyer  that  there  is  a cavalry  force  10,000 
strong  in  his  immediate  front,  but  that  there  is  no  infantry  force 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

The  enemy  is  guarding  one  of  the  fords  on  the  Holston  by  infan- 
try and  artillery.  I am  endeavoring  to  find  out  what  ford.  Major- 
General  Parke  has  been  informed  of  this. 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Foster,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

CobWs  House,  near  Straivberry  Plains, 

December  22,  1863 — 9.30  p.  m. 

General  : Elliott  will  cross  his  remaining  brigade  at  the  ford  be- 
low the  Plains  by  daylight  to-morrow,  ferrying  over  his  artillery. 
He  will  march  on  New  Market,  which  place  he  will  reach  by  noon. 
Wolford,  with  two  brigades,  and  Garrard,  with  one  brigade,  will 
cross  at  McKinney’s  Ford  at  daylight  also,  and  march  on  the  main 
road  to  New  Market.  Immediately  upon  crossing,  a force  will  be 
sent  to  the  upper  fords  to  watch  them. 

I would  suggest  that  you  send  Capron’s  brigade,  now  on  the  May- 
nard ville  road,  up  the  Rutledge  Y alley  early  in  the  morning  to  make 
a demonstration  there. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  22,  1863. 

Five  prisoners  have  just  been  brought  in  by  General  Elliott’s 
troops,  representing  Armstrong’s,  Morgan’s,  and  Martin’s  divisions. 
They  say  the  enemy  has  two  corps  of  cavalry,  10,000  in  all ; that 
Longstreet  has  been  re-enforced  from  Virginia,  and  has  40,000  men. 
McKinney’s  Ford  is  still  2 feet  higher  than  when  crossed  by  General 
Elliott’s  brigade. 

s:  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


. ■ Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Strawberry  Plains,  Tenn.,  December  22,  1863. 

(Received  23d.) 

General  : General  Elliott  will  cross  his  remaining  brigade  over 
the  Holston  early  to-morrow,  and  I have  ordered  Colonel  Wolford 
to  cross  his  division  at  McKinney’s  Ford  at  daylight.  Colonel  Gar- 
rard will  cross  his  brigade  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

I have  requested  Major-General  Parke  to  order  a demonstration  on 
his  front  by  means  of  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Foster’s  division,  now 
(temporarily)  under  his  control.  You  will  perceive  I leave  two 
brigades  behind — the  one  just  referred  to,  of  Colonel  Foster’s  divis- 
ion, and  the  one  sent  from  Colonel  W olford’s  division  to  the  vicinity 
of  Tazewell. 

In  view  of  the  sudden  rise  the  Holston  and  French  Broad  Rivers 
are  subject  to  at  this  season,  I would  respectfully  urge  upon  the 
general  commanding  the  great  importance  of  a pontoon  bridge  at 
Strawberry  Plains,  in  order  to  keep  open  our  line  of  retreat ; for  should 
these  rivers  rise  suddenly,  and  Longstreet  be  able  by  the  railroad  to 
throw  a column  of  infantry  against  us,  our  safety  might  be  placed  in 
great  jeopardy  in  the  absence  of  such  a bridge.  Of  his  power  to  use 
the  railroad  in  any  event  I know  nothing ; of  this  the  commanding 
general  is  probably  better  posted  than  myself. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  41. 

Beports  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Sanders,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
mg  First  Cavalry  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Division  Cavalry  Corps, 

November  14,  1863. 

General  : Major  Graham  was  attacked  early  this  morning  at 
Maryville ; he  had  two  companies  as  scouts.  The  rebels  rode  into 
his  camp,  and  he  reports  that  most  of  his  men  are  captured.  I 
hope  a number  of  them  will  get  in,  I moved  out  with  two  regiments. 
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First  Kentucky  and  Forty-fifth  Ohio,  to  assist  him  ; met  the  enemy 
about  2 miles  beyond  here.  The  First  Kentucky  was  in  tlie  advance 
and  driven  back  in  confusion.  I succeeded  in  rallying  a portion  of 
them,  and  was  driving  them  slowly  when  I got  your  letter.  They 
are  now  formed  about  2i  miles  from  here.  I fear  Captain  Drye,  First 
Kentucky,  was  killed.  Our  loss,  besides  Major  Graham’s,  is  small. 
I can  fall  back  without  further  trouble. 

Respectfully, 

W.  P.  SANDERS, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside. 


November  17,  1863 — 9.20  a.  m. 

General  : Have  met  the  advance  of  the  enemy  about  2 miles  be- 
yond the  railroad  crossing.  I can’t  say  yet  whether  their  force  is 
advancing  or  not.  Only  a few  shots  have  been  fired. 

Respectfully, 

W.  P.  SANDERS, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Burnside. 


Railroad  Crossing, 
November  17,  1863 — 11.50  a.  m. 

General  : I have  fallen  back  to  this  place,  and  will  make  an- 
other stand  here.  I have  just  been  pretty  well  shelled,  though  so 
far  have  had  but  slight  loss  ; 3 or  4 wounded,  none  killed. 
Respectfully, 

W.  P.  SANDERS, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Burnside. 


No.  42. 

Itinerary  of  the  First  Cavalry  Division,  Col.  Frank  Wolford  com- 

manding.  * 

The  division  occupied  position  in  the  rifle-pits  on  the  south  side 
of  Holston  River,  at  Knoxville,  until  the  morning  of  the  5th,  when, 
the  enemy  having  withdrawn  his  force  of  the  investment,  the  di- 
vision started  in  pursuit. 

December  6,  came  uj)  with  the  enemy  and  skirmished. 

December  7,  8,  and  9,  skirmished  when  the  division  reached  Bean’s 
Station,  where  we  went  into  camp. 

December  10  and  11,  scouting  parties  skirmished  with  the  enemy 
on  the  Morristown  and  Virginia  road. 

December  11,  the  Third  Brigade  made  a reconnaissance  to  Morris- 
town and  returned  December  12. 

December  13,  quiet. 


* From  return  for  December. 
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December  14,  heavy  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  the  Virginia 
road ; about  2 p.  m.  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets  on  the  Virginia 
road.  Soon  the  whole  division  was  engaged,  and  fought  until  dark, 
when  we  fell  hack  4 miles.  Lost  about  130  killed  and  wounded. 

December  15,  took  position  and  skirmished  until  dark,  when  we 
fell  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  and  encamped. 

December  21,  sent  the  Third  Brigade  on  reconnaissance  toward 
Tazewell. 

December  23,  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  (Third  still  at  Taze- 
well) moved  to  New  Market,  crossing  the  Holston  River  at  McKin- 
ney’s Ford. 

December  24,  moved  on  the  Dandridge  road  1 mile  from  town  and 
remained  in  line  of  battle  all  day,  and  then  encamped. 

December  25  and  26,  all  quiet. 

December  27,  moved  to  Mossy  Creek  and  encamped. 

December  28,  all  quiet ; division  doing  heavy  picketing  and  scout- 
ing. 

December  29,  moved  to  Dandridge,  12  miles,  and  returned  to  old 
camp. 

December  30  and  31,  all  quiet ; Third  Brigade  still  across  the  Hol- 
ston, near  Buffalo  Creek.  Have  found  great  scarcity  of  forage  this 
month.  Stock  is  much  reduced  and  in  poor  condition  from  lack  of 
forage,  shoeing,  and  heavy  service  in  picketing,  scouting,  &c. 
Some  1,200  of  the  command  are  dismounted. 


No.  43. 

Deport  of  Col.  Robert  K.  Byrd,  First  Tennessee  Infantry,  command- 
ing Second,  Brigade. 


Headquarters, 

Kingston,  Tenn.,  November  24,  1863 — 4.30  p.  m. 

A rebel  force  attacked  us  this  morning  about  daylight,  and  we  drove 
them  back,  taking  12  prisoners,  killing  8 of  them.  The  force  is  said 
to  be  from  5,000  to  6,000  strong ; we  saw  a large  number.  Wheeler 
is  in  command.  I sent  the  hull  of  a steam-boat  last  night.  I hope  it 
will  arrive  safe.  I hear  of  20  mules  below  here ; all  safe.  General 
Burnside  is  still  in  Knoxville ; said  to  be  surrounded.  We  have  no 
communication  with  him. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


General  Grant. 


R.  K.  BYRD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


No.  44. 

Itinerary  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Charles  D.  Pennebaher  com. 

manding.  * 

November  1,  the  brigade  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  Holston 
River.  From  Knoxville  marched  to  Rockford,  10  miles.  Encamped 
near  Rockford. 


* From  returns  for  November  and  December. 
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November  2,  marched  to  Maryville,  5 miles.  Went  into  camp. 
Scouting  parties  sent  out  daily.  Skirmishing  with  the  enemy  until 
the  10th.  Moved  back  to  Eockford  and  remained  until  the  14th, 
when  the  enemy  attacked  and  moved  back  to  Knoxville,  and  returned 
as  far  as  Mount  Olive  (4  miles)  same  day. 

November  15,  skirmished  all  day.  Fell  back  to  Knoxville. 

November  16,  recrossed  the  river  at  dark. 

November  18,  in  the  morning,  met  the  enemy  on  the  Kingston  road, 

miles  out  from  Knoxville.  Fought  him  on  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th. 
At  3 o’clock  was  ordered  inside  the  fortifications. 

November  22,  recrossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  From  that 
time  until  the  30th  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  building  fortifications 
and  occupying  the  rifle-pits  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  with  con- 
tinued skirmishing  during  the  siege. 

December  1,  this  brigade  occupied  its  place  in  the  rifle-pits  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Holston  River,  opposite  the  city  of  Knoxville,  until 
the  morning  of  the  5th,  when,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn  his 
forces  from  the  investment,  the  mounted  forces  started  in  pursuit. 
The  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Mounted  Infantry,  forming  a part  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  moved  8 miles  ; came  up  with  rear  of  the  enemy. 

December  6,  skirmished  with  him. 

December  7,  same. 

December  8,  came  up  with  enemy  at  Rutledge. 

December  9,  arrived  at  Bean’s  Station,  and  with  one  regiment  skir- 
mished the  enemy  at  the  Holston,  on  the  Morristown  road. 

December  10,  lay  in  camp. 

December  11,  made  a reconnaissance  to  Morristown. 

December  12,  lay  in  camp. 

December  13,  skirmished  with  enemy  on  the  Virginia  road  and 
moved  camp  a half  mile  back. 

December  14,  enemy  attacked ; fought  until  dark,  when  we  moved 
back  4 miles. 

December  15,  took  position;  skirmished  the  enemy  all  day.  At 
night  fell  back  to  Rutledge  and  encamped. 

December  16,  fell  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads;  skirmished  with 
the  enemy  all  day. 

December  17,  sent  out  a reconnaissance  10  miles  in  the  direction  of 
Tazewell ; returned  in  the  evening. 

December  18,  remained  in  camp  at  Blain’s  Cross-Roads. 

December  19,  remained  in  camp  until  night,  when  the  brigade 
moved  5 miles  in  the  direction  of  McKinney’s  Ford. 

December  20,  moved  back  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  and  remained  in 
camp  all  day. 

December  21,  at  2 p.  m.  started  on  a reconnaissance  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Tazewell,  and  encamped  for  the  night  near  Maynardville. 

December  22,  marched  to  Tazewell  and  went  into  camp. 

December  23,  remained  in  camp  at  Tazewell. 

December  24,  started  back  in  the  direction  of  Blain’s  Cross-Roads 
and  encamped  at  Walker’s  Ford,  on  Clinch  River. 

December  25,  returned  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  and  went  into  camp. 

December  26,  remained  in  camp. 

December  27,  in  the  evening  moved  10  miles  to  the  front  and  en- 
camped near  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  Creek,  on  the  Holston. 

December  28,  went  into  camp  and  remained  until  December  31, 
performing  picket  duty,  scouting,  guarding  ferries,  &c. 
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ADDENDA. 

Report  of  Casualties  in  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  from  the 
24th  day  of  September,  1863  {the  time  of  leaving  Kentucky  for  East  Tennessee),  to 
December  20,  1863: 


Regiments. 

Field  and 
staff. 

Company 

officers. 

Enlisted 

men. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

27th  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry 

1 

9 

22 

6 

37 

38 

11th  Kentucky  Mounter]  Infantry 

2 

16 

18 

34 

36 

45th  Ohio  Mounted  Infantry 

1 

3 

’li' 

42 

259 

0322 

0329 

Total  

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

20 

80 

283 

393 

403 

Respectfully  submitted. 


a Error. 


C.  D.  PENNEBAKER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


No.  45. 

Report  of  Col.  John  W.  Foster,  Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Cavalry  Division. 

December  6,  1863. 

One  brigade  of  my  division  is  at  Mr.  Fetridge’s,  4 miles  south- 
east of  Maynardville ; the  other  is  2 miles  from  it,  between  Log 
Mountain  and  Copper  Ridge,  on  Bull  Run  Creek.  Jones’  cav- 
alry division  is  just  beyond  Copper  Ridge  within  sight  of  my  pickets. 
Heavy  skirmishing  with  him  to-day,  capturing  a number  of  prisoners, 
including  1 captain  and  70  fine  horses. 

Wheeler’s  cavalry  corps  is  protecting  Longstreet’s  rear. . A part 
of  his  force  is  protecting  Blain’s  Cross-Roads.  His  retreat  is  quite 
leisurely.  My  force  is  not  large,  and  in  bad  condition.  I will  push 
the  enemy  as  much  as  I can.  Have  the  cavalry  below  communicate 
with  me.  Generals  Foster  and  Willcox  are  at  Tazewell. 

God  bless  you. 

JOHN  W.  FOSTER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Shackelford. 


No.  46. 

Reports  of  Col.  Felix  W.  Graham,  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Maynardville, 
December  1,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 

A party  which  1 sent  on  the  Knoxville  road  has  come  up  with 
rebels  about  3 miles  out ; they  are  skirmishing  now.  A scout 
which  I sent  toward  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  reports  half  a regiment  at 
the  cross-roads,  and  a party  of  about  a hundred  4 miles  this  side : 
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my  scout  is  within  a mile  of  the  latter.  A citizen  just  in  reports  the 
enemy  as  having  evacuated  Knoxville,  and  retreating  in  direction 
of  Morristown.  A rebel  woman  of  this  place,  who  left  here  a few 
days  ago  for  the  purj30se  of  visiting  her  husband  in  the  rebel  serv- 
ice, returned  last  night,  and  says  she  did  not  see  her  husband,  as 
Longstreet  had  been  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Georgia,  and  is  gone, 
and  that  none  but  cavalry  remained  around  Knoxville. 

F.  W.  GRAHAM, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  J.  S.  Butler, 

Acting  Assistant  Ad jtdant- General. 


Maynard  viLLE, 
December  1,  1863. 


Sir  : Skirmishing  has  been  kept  up  all  day  on  the  main  Knoxville 
road  about  4 miles  from  town,  without  any  detriment  to  either  side. 
The  enemy  had  a position  on  the  mountains,  and  kept  it.  Our  scouts 
went  out  on  the  road  to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads;  came  up  with  the  en- 
emy about  8 miles  out ; skirmished  with  them  nearly  all  day  without 
any  loss  on  our  side.  Late  this  evening  Carter  was  reported  within 
4 miles  of  town.  I have  decided  on  holding  this  place  until  the  en- 
emy’s intentions  are  more  fully  known.  Firing  commenced  at  Knox- 
ville about  3 o’clock  this  afternoon,  and  still  continues. 

F.  W.  GRAHAM, 


Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  J.  S.  Butler, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gemeral. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  3,  1863. 

General  : A prisoner  taken  below  here  a few  miles  states  that  the 
rebel  forces  had  orders  to  fall  back  to  Maynardville  last  night.  He 
also  reports  that  they  had  orders  to  move  on  Kingston  ; also  states 
that  the  forces  yesterday  were  four  brigades,  commanded  by  Generals 
Morgan,  Jones,  and  Armstrong,  and  Colonel  Dibrell,  commanding 
brigade.  Colonel  Dibrell  was  badly  wounded.  The  assistant  adju- 
tant-general was  killed  in  the  charge.  From  all  information  their 
loss  was  not  as  large  as  first  expected;  will  not  exceed  50.  Perhaps 
I will  be  able  to  get  forage  for  the  brigade. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

F.  W.  GRAHAM, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Willcox, 

Commanding  Forces. 


Four  Miles  from  Walker’s  Ford, 

December  4,  [1863] — 1.20  p.  m. 

General  : The  following  has  just  been  received  from  Colonel 
Graham  : 

My  scouts  have  been  down  on  Knoxville  road  18  miles,  and  have  been  in  direction 
of  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  ; within  5 miles  of  the  cross-roads  learned  that  one  brigade, 
under  General  Jones,  went  off  in  the  direction  of  Blain’s  Cross-Roads.  Major-Gen- 
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eral  Martin,  with  his  division,  moved  to  Knoxville.  One  brigade  went  off  on  the 
Clinton  road  in  the  direction  of  Kingston.  I think  their  object  is  to  get  forage.  I 
will  have  information  from  Rutledge  and  Clinton  by  12  o’clock  to-day.  I will  start 
General  Foster’s  dispatch  at  once.  Fighting  has  been  going  on  at  Knoxville  all 
day. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

HENRY  BOWMAN, 

Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

December  5,  1863. 

Colonel  : The  scouting  party  that  went  to  Powder  Spring  Gap 
report  a large  amount  of  camp  fires  on  the  road  leading  from  Blain’s 
Cross-Roads  to  Rutledge.  The  soldier  that  I started  with  dispatch 
to  Knoxville  did  not  get  through,  hut  returned  this  morning,  and 
reported  a column  of  rebels  passing  on  the  road  leading  from  Knox- 
ville to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads ; that  the  column  continued  all  night ; 
that  they  remarked,  on  the  road,  that  they  were  going  to  Virginia. 
They  expected  the  Yankees  had  them  surrounded,  and  that  they 
expected  to  fight  their  way  out.  From  all  information,  it  appears 
that  they  are  moving  in  the  direction  of  Virginia.  Whether  their 
object  is  to  move  in  our  rear  or  not,  I cannot  tell,  as  their  move- 
ments are  mysterious,  and  hard  to  understand.  My  headquarters 
will  be,  this  morning,  8 miles  from  the  river. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

F.  W.  GRAHAM, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  Jno.  W.  Foster,  Commanding  Division. 

P.  S. — My  patrol  just  returned  reports,  as  far  as  can  be  relied  on, 
no  rebels  in  the  direction  of  Clinch,  except  small  scouting  parties ; 
that  they  expected  to  leave  here,  and  would  take  everything  of  any 
value. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
marched  from  camp,  near  the  bridge  over  Powell  River,  on  main 
Cumberland  Gap  road,  on  27th  November,  1863. 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Capron  commanding ; Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Butler  commanding ; Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  Captain 
Hodge  corhmanding,  and  Colvin’s  (Illinois)  battery,  Captain  Colvin 
commanding.  Beside  the  four  guns  of  Colvin’s  battery,  there  were 
four  mountain  howitzers,  attached  to  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
and  two  8-inch  rifled  guns,  attached  to  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry.  My 
entire  force  numbered  10  field  and  staff  officers,  47  company  officers, 
and  1,031  non-commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men,  making  an 
aggregate  of  1,088. 

I moved,  via  Tazewell,  taking  the  Straight  Creek  road  at  that 
point  to  within  4 miles  of  Walker’s  Ford,  where  I encamped  for  the 
night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  I crossed  Clinch  River  and  bivou- 
acked at  Brock’s,  4 miles  from  Walker’s  Ford,  where  my  command 
fed.  Toward  night,  moved  down  the  right-hand  road,  recrossing 
Clinch  River  at  Headham’s  Ford,  and  camped  for  the  night  near 
Headham’s  Mill. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I moved  down  Clinch  River  to  0ns- 
ley’s  Ford,  where  I crossed  and  took  the  direct  road  to  Maynard- 
ville,  where  I camped  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  I marched  with  all  of  my  available 
force  on  the  main  road  leading  from  Maynardville  to  Knoxville, 
having  previous  to  starting  sent  a detachment  of  Fifth  Indiana 
Cavalry  in  advance  with  orders  to  go  to  the  enemy’s  pickets  and 
report  back  as  soon  as  they  were  found.  I had  proceeded  15  miles, 
when  a courier  reported  a small  rebel  patrolling  party  on  the  road, 
about  4 miles  in  advance  of  my  main  force,  and  which  my  advance 
had  driven  in.  I halted  my  command  at  this  point,  and  remained 
there  some  time,  awaiting  further  information.  On  learning  there 
was  a force  of  rebels  at  or  near  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  I moved  back 
to  Maynardville  and  camped  for  the  night,  throwing  out  strong 
picket  force  and  small  patrol  parties  on  all  the  roads  on  the  front 
and  left. 

On  morning  of  December  1,  my  pickets  were  attacked  at  the  gap, 
4 miles  below  Maynardville,  on  Knoxville  road.  They  were  speedily 
re-enforced  by  detachments  from  each  regiment  and  two  of  the  Four- 
teenth’s howitzers.  More  or  less  firing  took  place  during  the  day, 
both  parties  holding  their  ground.  Scouting  parties  were  also  sent 
out  in  considerable  force  during  the  day.  The  one  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  was  driven  back,  and  during  the  after- 
noon I had  such  information  as  led  me  to  believe  that  a considerable 
cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  was  approaching,  and  by  9 p.  m.  I be- 
came convinced  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  surround  and 
capture  my  command. 

I decided  at  once  to  move,  but  several  of  my  scouting  parties  be- 
ing several  miles  out  I could  not  get  my  force  concentrated  till  near 
midnight,  when,  all  being  in,  I moved  quietly  on  the  road  to  Walk- 
er’s Ford,  leaving  Company  M,  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  at  the  point 
where  the  road  from  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  comes  in,  with  instructions 
for  a part  of  it  to  patrol  the  road  back  to  Maynardville ; proceeding 
on  to  Brock’s,  I halted  that  the  men  and  horses  might  be  fed.  This 
was  about  5 a.  m.,  December  2. 

Forage  parties  were  sent  out,  and  rations  were  being  issued  as 
daylight  appeared,  and  my  pickets  in  rear  of  camp  were  vigorously 
attacked.  Although  my  command  was  tired,  men  sleepy  and  hun- 
gry, and  the  natural  condition  of  my  camp,  after  a night’s  march, 
somewhat  irregular,  yet  all  were  under  arms  and  in  shape  to  repel 
the  attack  in  the  very  shortest  possible  time. 

I immediately  sent  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  to  the  river 
and  down  the  road  leading  from  W alker’s  Ford  to  Rutledge,  feeling 
confident  that  I could,  with  the  remainder  of  my  force,  keep  the 
enemy  in  check  and  make  good  my  retreat  to  and  across  the  river. 
Two  guns  of  Colvin’s  battery  were  sent  to  Walker’s  Ford,  with 
orders  to  cross  and  take  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  so  as  to 
command  all  the  approaches  to  the  fords.  By  half  past  seven  o’clock 
my  pickets  had  fallen  back  to  Brock’s  house,  the  enemy  advancing 
in  such  numbers  as  to  compel  them  to  give  way  at  this  time.  My 
main  force  was  in  position,  the  Sixty-fifth  Indiana  on  the  left  of  the 
line,  a portion  of  the  Second  and  Third  Battalions,  Fifth  Indiana 
Cavalry  in  center,  and  one  company  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Indiana,  and 
one  from  the  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry  on  right.  The  guns  of  the  Fifth 
Indiana  Cavalry  were  put  in  position  in  rear  of  center,  on  a rise  of 
ground,  from  which  they  did  good  service  in  keeping  the  enemy  in 
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(.4i0ck.  Three  companies  of  Fiftli  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  command 
of  Major  Woolley,  and  one  section  of  Colvin’s  battery,  under  Caj)- 
tain  Colvin,  were  placed  in  reserve. 

The  firing  had  now  become  somewhat  brisk,  and  the  enemy  not 
only  showed  his  force,  but  made  attempts  to  flank  my  position.  I 
could  only  preAont  him  from  doing  so  by  gradually  falling  back, 
which  I did,  to  the  point  near  Yeadon’s  house,  where  I brought  my 
command  into  close  order,  and  under  cover  of  a fence  and  a log 
house  or  barn.  The  enemy  here  made  a charge  in  column,  which 
Avas  splendidly  met  by  a portion  of  each  regiment,  and  which  proved 
decidedly  disastrous  to  the  enemy. 

My  artillery  had  noAv  been  retired,  the  formation  of  the  ground 
on  which  it  had  to  pass  being  unsuited  to  its  use.  The  enemy  being 
exhausted  [exasperated]  at  their  repulse  pushed  on  furiously,  but 
the  gallant  officers  and  men  of  my  command  were  not  to  be  driven 
back  so  easily ; on  the  contrary,  they  manfully  contested  every  foot 
of  ground,  falling  back  slowly  to  a point  about  1 mile  from  the  river, 
Avhere  they  Avere  re-enforced  by  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth 
and  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  Colonel  Jackson 
commanding  brigade. 

These  regiments  being  in  position  and  my  men  being  out  of  am- 
munition, I retired  my  force  across  the  river,  thus  ending  the  fight, 
so  far  as  the  Fifth  Indiana  CaA^alry  and  Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Mounted 
Infantry  were  concerned.  Colvin’s  battery  was  engaged  for  some 
time  after  in  shelling  the  enemy,  and  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry was  also  engaged  for  a short  time  after  on  the  road  leading  to 
Rutledge.  I respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Capron, 
herewith  attached,  for  an  account  of  the  part  the  Fourteenth  Illinois 
Cavalry  took  in  repelling  the  attack  and  advance  of  the  enemy. 

I now  come  to  speak  of  the  enemy,  his  designs  and  expectations. 
After  hearing  reports  of  prisoners  and  the  citizens  along  the  line  of 
the  enemy’s  march,  I am  confident  that  there  were  five  brigades  of 
cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  brought  against  my  little  force,  the 
whole  under  command  of  Major-General  Martin.  The  design  was 
to  keep  my  force  engaged  at  the  gap,  4 miles  below  Maynardville, 
until  a portion  of  their  forces  could  be  moved  from  Blain’s  Cross- 
Roads  into  the  road  between  me  and  Walker’s  Ferry,  and  at  the 
same  time  a sufficient  force  had  been  sent  around  my  front  (Onsley’s 
Ford)  to  blockade  the  road  to  that  point.  At  daylight,  on  morning 
of  2d  instant,  my  entire  command  was  to  have  been  surrounded. 
The  enemy  moved  on  to  a consummation  of  the  object  he  so  devoutly 
wished  for,  only  to  find  he  had  surrounded  a camp  barren  of  every- 
thing save  the  fires  which  my  [men]  had  left  in  good  order. 

In  surrounding  my  camp  he  did,  however,  capture  a portion  of  M 
Company,  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  which  had  been  left  to  patrol  the 
road  back  to  Maynardville,  and  were  not  able  to  cut  their  way  out. 
Finding  themselves  foiled  in  their  first  attempts,  they  next  tried  to 
cut  my  command  off  at  Walker’s  Ford,  and  that,  too,  proA^ed  a fail- 
ure, and  at  the  same  time  cost  them  a considerable  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners. 

From  all  the  information  I can  get,  and  having  made  every  effort 
to  get  at  their  loss,  I am  satisfied  they  lost  25  killed,  about  50 
wounded,  and  28  prisoners. 

Major-General  Martin  was  Avounded  in  the  wrist.  Colonel  Dibrell, 
commanding  brigade,  was  seriously,  if  not  mortally,  wounded.  His 

adjutant-general  Avas  killed.  Captain , AAffio  led  in  the  charge, 

was  also  killed. 
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Of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  I cannot  speak  too  highly; 
fighting  as  they  did,  at  the  least  calculation,  five  times  their  number, 
and  standing  unflinchingly  as  they  did  for  eight  hours  before  such  a 
superior  force,  and  only  retiring  from  the  field  for  want  of  ammu- 
nition, certainly  indicates  the  highest  order  of  bravery.  It  is  hard 
to  make  special  mention  of  any  single  one  when  all  did  so  well.  I 
must,  however,  speak  of  those  who  came  under  my  special  notice. 
Lieut.  John  O’Neil,  Company  I,  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  my  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general,  rendered  me  great  assistance  in  conduct- 
ing the  engagement,  was  constantly  under  fire,  and  was  finally 
wounded  and  taken  from  the  field.  Lieut.  R.  P.  Finney,  Company 
H,  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  my  aide-de-camp,  proved  himself  a brave 
and  efficient  officer.  Captain  Hodge,  commanding  Sixty-fifth  Indi- 
ana Mounted  Infantry,  displayed  the  highest  order  of  bravery,  as 
well  as  decided  good  judgment  in  commanding  his  force,  and  I take 
pleasure  in  recommending  [him]  for  speedy  promotion  to  the  posi- 
tion of  a field  officer.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Butler,  Fifth  Indiana 
Cavalry,  was,  as  on  all  previous  occasions,  cool  and  determined,  and 
at  all  times  kept  control  of  his  men.  Adjutant  Roberts,  Fifth  Indi- 
ana Cavalry,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

I am  glad  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fourteenth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry  all  acted  nobly  their  part.  On  their  efforts  depended 
much  of  the  success  of  the  day. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  append  a list  of  casualties,  which,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  I am  happy  to  record  as  small,  considering  the 
largely  superior  force  opposed  to  mine  and  the  closeness  of  the  two 
during  certain  portions  of  the  engagement : 

Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Mounted  Infantry,  2 men  killed  and  6 wounded  ; 
Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  2 officers  wounded  and  5 men  killed,  10  men 
wounded  and  10  men  missing ; Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  7 men 
wounded.  Total,  2 officers  wounded  and  7 men  killed,  23  men 
wounded  and  21  men  missing. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  W.  GRAHAM, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  J.  S.  Butler, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutarit- General. 


No.  47. 

Report  of  Col.  Horace  Capron,  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

In  Camp,  near  Clinch  River,  Tenn.,  December  4,  1863. 

Sir  : I would  respectfully  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 
instant,  being  ordered  to  move  down  the  right  bank  of  Clinch  River 
to  the  forks  of  the  road,  5 miles  from  Walker’s  Ford,  I moved  my 
cornmand,  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  down  the  river  2 miles 
until  I came  to  a ford  and  road  leading  to  Maynardville,  intersecting 
the  main  road  from  Maynardville  to  Walker’s  Ford,  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  at  that  time  engaging  the  remainder  of  your  brigade. 
Hesitating  to  proceed  farther,  I halted  my  regiment  and  awaited 
your  orders,  sending  scouting  parties  on  the  Maynardville  and  river 
roads.  I had  hardl^^r  received  your  orders  to  hold  the  Maynardville 
road  and  river  crossing  before  our  advance  on  the  Maynardville  road 
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was  attacked  by  the  rebels  2 miles  from  the  main  body.  My  regiment 
was  then  posted  at  the  river  crossing.  I immediately  sent  the  Third 
Battalion  to  re-enforce  the  advance,  which,  after  advancing  one-half 
mile,  engaged  the  enemy,  onr  forces  taking  position  in  the  center  of 
the  road  rnnning  through  a narrow  gorge,  the  rebel  cavalry  advanc- 
ing in  column  down  the  road  and  charging  our  center,  but  were  re- 
pulsed. The  rebels  then  moved  a column  on  our  right  and  charged 
our  right  and  center,  and  were  again  repulsed  at  both  points.  They 
then  deployed  skirmishers  on  both  our  flanks  on  the  hills  and  again 
charged  our  right.  The  remainder  of  my  regiment  having  feen 
placed  in  position,  the  Third  Battalion  was  ordered  to  the  rear  and 
reform,  which  they  did,  the  rebels  advancing  on  our  rear  line,  at- 
tacking the  whole  line  with  skirmishers.  Two  companies  were  sent 
to  the  hills  to  dislodge  their  sharpshooters,  who  were  annoying  our 
lines,  and  a rapid  and  heavy  firing  was  continued  through  our  whole 
lines. 

At  1 p.  m.  the  Third  Battalion,  with  howitzers,  were  withdrawn 
to  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  the  First  and  Second  Battalions  still 
fighting  the  rebels,  but  compelled  to  gradually  fall  back,  overpow- 
ered by  superior  numbers  and  flanked  by  sharpshooters.  The  Third 
Battalion  was  immediately  deployed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
and  the  howitzer  battery  placed  in  position.  At  this  moment  our 
position  became  critical,  as  their  sharpshooters  occupied  the  heights 
in  good  range  of  our  position,  but  were  fortunately  held  in  check  by 
our  howitzers  until,  the  fire  of  the  rebels  gradually  slackening  and 
our  ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  the  main  part  of  my  regiment 
was  withdrawn  to  your  command  at  Walker’s  Ford,  leaving  two 
companies  with  the  small  amount  of  ammunition  necessary  to  hold 
the  ford,  which  they  did  until  relieved  by  a regiment  of  infantry. 

The  whole  command  fought  with  coolness  and  bravery,  and  our 
loss  must  have  been  much  greater  had  not  the  natural  position  of  the 
ground  been  greatly  advantageous  to  us — twenty-four  officers  and 
300  men,  with  the  following  casualties : Wounded,  7 ; missing,  11. 

The  engagement  commenced  at  10  a.  m.,  continuing  until  3 p.  m. 
From  information  obtained  of  prisoners,  the  force  attacking  us  was 
General  Jones’  cavalry  division,  consisting  of  two  brigades. 

I would  also  report  the  capture  of  18  prisoners  on  the  2d  and  3d 
instant. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORACE  CAPRON, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Lieut.  R.  P,  Finney,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  48. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  U.  S.  Army,  of  engineer 
operations  connected  with  Sherman^ s march  to  the  relief  of  Knox- 
ville. 

Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  14,  1864. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  engineer 
operations  during  the  march  of  Major-General  Sherman’s  command 
to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  East  Tenn.  : 

Having  been  directed  by  General  Grant  to  join  the  expedition,  I 
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reported  in  person  to  General  Sherman  at  Charleston  on  the  even- 
ing of  November  30.  The  troops  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  were  at  that 
time  engaged  in  repairing  the  bridge  across  the  Hiwassee  at  that 
place.  At  the  suggestion  of  General  Sherman,  I examined  it  and 
found  that  the  injury  done  could  soon  be  repaired.  The  rebels  had 
sawed  the  string-pieces  of  only  one  span  in  two,  so  that  the  trestle 
upon  which  they  rested  had  fallen  against  the  one  adjacent,  leaving 
a breach  of  about  30  feet  to  be  repaired.  New  string-pieces  were 
soon  obtained  and  put  in  their  place ; the  entire  bridge  was  then 
planked  over  with  materials  which  the  enemy  had  sawed  for  the 
purpose  of  rebuilding  a truss  bridge  in  the  place  of  the  old  one.  By 
morning  it  was  ready  for  the  passage  of  troops.  This  work  was 
done  by  Colonel  Asmussen  and  Major  Hoffmann,  of  General  How- 
ard’s staff. 

General  Granger’smommand  crossed  the  Hiwassee  at  Kincannon’s 
Ferry,  using  a steam-boat  and  several  flats. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  at  11  a.  m.,  the  advance  of  Sherman’s  col- 
umn reached  the  Little  Tennessee  River,  15  miles  from  its  junction 
with  the  Holston  at  a point  opposite  the  village  of  Morganton. 
That  place  was  selected  under  the  expectation  that  our  troops  might 
be  crossed  through  the  ford  said  to  be  there.  The  ford,  however, 
was  found  to  be  3-i  feet  deep,  with  a hard  gravel  bottom,  but  full  of 
uneven  spots.  In  addition  to  this,  the  stream  is  240  yards  wide  and 
quite  swift.  The  temperature  of  the  water  at  the  time  was  37°  Fah- 
renheit. These  facts  rendered  it  difficult  and  unsafe  to  undertake 
to  use  the  ford.  Having  no  pontoon  train  and  but  two  poor  flat- 
boats  capable  of  carrying  40  or  50  men  each,  we  were  compelled  to 
devise  means  of  building  a bridge.  The  enemy  not  having  shown 
himself,  troops  were  gradually  ferried  across  by  the  boats  till  a suffi- 
cient force  was  on  the  northern  side  of  the  river  to  furnish  work- 
ing parties  and  establish  pickets 

Under  the  direction  of  Captain  Cassell,  of  General  Ewing’s  staff, 
a number  of  unoccupied  frame  and  hewed  log-houses  were  selected 
and  torn  down.  The  timber  thus  obtained  was  hauled  to  the  river 
by  the  troops  and  wagons  obtained  in  the  town ; the  square  stuff  was 
framed  into  trestles  by  the  pioneer  company  of  Ewing’s  division, 
and  the  planks  got  ready  for  decking.  The  site  selected  for  the 
bridge  was  along  the  axis  of  the  ford,  to  avoid  the  deep  water  above 
and  below  and  secure  good  approaches. 

The  working  parties,  detailed  by  chance  from  infantry  regiments, 
were  divided  into  four  sections,  each  under  reliable  officers.  The 
first,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  was  directed  to  get  out  green 
logs  for  abutments  and  crib-piers ; the  second  was  directed  to  pre- 
pare the  approach  and  build  the  abutment ; the  third,  on  the  north 
side,  was  to  prepare  the  abutment  and  the  road  up  the  bank,  and 
the  fourth  was  ordered  to  assist  the  pioneers  in  building  the  bridge 
itself. 

The  work  was  commenced  at  dark  and  continued  till  the  part  up 
accidentally  fell.  This  was  occasioned  by  neglecting  to  counteract  the 
shore  thrust  against  the  trestles  by  bracing  or  tieing.  The  work  was 
fairly  begun  again  by  daylight,  and  completed  by  8 p.  m.  the  same 
day. 

The  bridge  was  240  yards  long ; two  bays  in  the  shallowest  water 
next  the  bank  on  the  south  side  were  of  split  timber,  resting  on  oak- 
log  cribs  15  feet  apart ; the  balance  was  of  trestles. 

The  trestles  were  composed  of  cap  and  ground  sills,  10  feet  long 
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and  from  6 to  10  iiiclies  square,  with  uprights  of  the  same  sized  tim- 
ber, but  only  4-J  and  5 feet  long.  They  were  framed  or  bunted 
together  Avith  square  joints,  and  secured  by  nailing  to  the  uprights 
pieces  of  plank  sufficiently  long  to  extend  from  the  top  of  the  cap 
sill  to  the  bottom  of  the  ground  sill,  and  the  whole  strengthened  by 
diagonal  braces  of  plank  nailed  on  in  the  same  way. 

The  balks  were  hewed  house  logs  and  rafters  from  14  to  20  feet 
long.  From  three  to  five  were  used  in  each  span.  The  deck  was 
made  of  planks  taken  from  the  fences  and  houses,  but  haAung  a very 
limited  supply  of  nails  and  no  rope  for  rack  lashings  it  could  not  be 
firmly  secured.  Side  rails  were  laid  on,  and  in  most  cases  were  kept 
in  place  only  by  their  own  weight. 

To  give  further  stability  to  the  bridge,  and  particularly  to  guard 
against  the  shore  thrust,  where  it  was  practicable,  braces  extending 
from  the  top  of  one  trestle  to  the  bottom  of  the  one  adjacent  were 
set  in.  As  the  pioneers  could  raise  only  three  saws,  six  axes,  a very 
limited  supply  of  nails,  no  rope,  and  but  three  augers,  almost  en- 
tirely useless,  the  means  of  firmly  assembling  all  parts  were  A^ery 
limited. 

The  trestles  were  set  by  using  one  of  the  flat-boats  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  pontoon  or  bridge  manual. 

With  slight  repairs,  the  bridge  just  described  was  used  by  all  the 
troops  of  Sherman's  command  in  crossing  or  recrossing  except  How- 
ard’s corps. 

I have  no  official  account  of  the  means  used  by  General  Howard, 
but  understand  that  he  constructed  a foot-bridge  for  his  infantry  by 
using  a number  of  wagons  abandoned  by  the  rebels  at  Loudon.  The 
wagons  and  artillery  went  through  the  ford. 

His  crossing  was  made  at  Davis’  Ford,  3 miles  above  the  junction 
of  the  Little  Tennessee  and  the  Holston. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA^ant, 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Vols.^  Captain  of  Engineers^ 

Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith, 

Chief  Engineer, 


No.  49. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Fourth  Army  Corps 
{Army  of  the  Cumberland),  Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger  com- 
manding. * 

November  28,  ordered  to  make  a forced  march  to  the  relief  of 
Knoxville,  and  moved  at  once  [from  Chattanooga],  leaving  their 
records,  books,  papers,  and  baggage  stored  at  Chattanooga. 

December  1,  on  the  march  to  Knoxville ; crossed  the  HiAvassee 
River  in  boats  at  Kincannon’s  Ferry,  working  day  and  night. 
December  3,  head  of  column  encamped  near  Morganton. 

December  5,  crossed  Little  Tennessee  River  at  Morganton. 
December  6,  went  into  camp,  awaiting  orders,  between  Maryville 
and  the  Little  Tennessee  River,  and  within  12  miles  of  Knoxville ; 
ordered  to  KnoxAulle  to  hold  the  place,  and  reached  there  the  7th. 


■^From  returns  for  November  and  December. 
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December  15,  ordered  to  the  front  of  Knoxville,  toward  Blain’s 
Cross-Roads,  holding  a defensive  position  near  the  latter  place  until 
the  close  of  the  month. 


No.  50. 

Itinerary  of  the  Eleventh  Arm^y  Corps  (Army  of  the  Cumberland), 
Maj.  Gen,  Oliver  O.  Howard  commanding  A 

November  29,  corps  marches  [from  Red  Clay]  to  Cleveland  ; reached 
that  place  at  5 p.  m. 

November  30,  8 a.  m. , marches  to  Charleston  ; went  into  camp  at  1 

p.  m. 

December  1,  corps  marches  to  Athens. 

December  2,  corps  marches  to  Philadelphia. 

December  3,  corps  marches  to  Loudon,  capturing  some  supplies  of 
the  enemy. 

December  4,  the  Eighty-second  Illinois  Volunteers,  sent  over  the, 
river,  takes  four  guns  and  a flag  abandoned  by  the  rebels. 

December  5,  1 a.  m.,  corps  marches  to  Davis’  Ford  ; crossed  on  a 
wagon  bridge  ; encamped  at  night  between  Unitia  and  Louisville. 
December  6,  corps  stationary. 

December  7,  marches  to  Davis’  Ford;  crosses  the  Little  Tennessee; 
and  encamps. 

December  8,*  corps  marched  to  Sweet  W ater  ; Decker’s  brigade  to 
Athens. 

December  9,  corps  marched  to  Athens ; Decker’s  brigade  to 
Charleston. 

December  10  and  11,  corps  stationary. 

December  12,  corps  marched  to  Charleston. 

December  13,  Second  Division  marches  to  Cleveland. 

December  14,  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  marches  to  Cleve- 
land. 

December  15,  Third  Division  marches  to  Cleveland. 

December  16,  corps  marches  to  Tyner’s  Station. 

December  17,  marches  to  Lookout  Valley,  the  former  encampment. 


No.  51. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Army 
of  the  Cumberland),  Brig.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis  command- 
ing. * 

• 

November  29,  marched  [from  Parker’s  Gap]  through  McDonald’s 
Gap,  and  encamped. 

November  30,  near  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  under  orders,  with  General 
Sherman’s  command,  to  move  to  the  assistance  of  General  Burnside 
at  Knoxville. 

December  1,  division  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  Tenn.,  moving 
toward  Knoxville,  with  the  command  of  General  Sherman,  to  the 

*From  returns  for  November  and  December. 
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relief  of  General  Burnside.  After  crossing  the  Tennessee  River, 
received  orders  to  countermarch  by  way  of  Columbus,  on  the  Hi- 
wassee  River,  to  Chattanooga. 

December  7 to  14,  stationed  at  Columbus,  gathering  supplies  from 
that  vicinity  and  using  the  several  mills  for  grinding. 

December  15,  marched  for  Chattanooga,  where  it  arrived  on  the 
afternoon,  on  the  19th,  and  went  into  its  former  camp. 

December  26,  broke  up  camp  at  Chattanooga ; marched  out  and 
went  into  camp  near  Rossville,  Ga.,  where  it  now  remains,  doing 
picket  duty,  &c.  During  the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee  the  di- 
vision marched  240  miles,  with  but  six  days’  provisions  drawn  from 
the  Government. 


No.  52. 

Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Loomis,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry, 

commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army 

Corps  {Army  of  the  Tennessee). 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that,  pursuant  to 
orders  from  headquarters  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I 
marched  from  Graysville,  Ga.,  November  29,  1863,  on  the  Cleveland 
road,  following  the  advance  of  Colonel  Cockerill,  and,  after  a severe 
march  of  25  miles  over  difficult  roads,  I bivouacked  late  at  night 
near  Cleveland,  on  the  line  of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Rail- 
road. 

On  the  following  day,  after  having  destroyed  a portion  of  the 
road  above  mentioned,  I marched  with  my  brigade  in  advance  of  the 
division  from  Cleveland  to  Charleston,  and  from  thence  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  to  Athens,  Tenn. 

December  2,  the  march  was  resumed,  going  from  Athens,  Tenn., 
to  Philadelphia,  and  on  the  3d  of  December,  from  Philadelphia  to 
the  Little  Tennessee  River,  opposite  Morganton.  Here  it  was  found 
necessary  to  build  a bridge  over  the  river,  and  while  this  was  being 
done  Colonel  Cockerill  and  myself  ferried  our  respective  brigades 
across  the  stream  and  held  the  opposite  bank  until  the  bridge  was 
completed. 

December  5,  marched  from  Morganton  to  Maryville,  Tenn.,  the 
present  location  of  the  command.  This  command  has  been  almost 
entirely  subsisted  during  the  march  by  foraging  upon  the  country, 
yet  it  has  been  done  so  regular  and  systematic  that  no  scarcity  of 
provisions  has  existed  nor  has  straggling,  private  foraging,  or  plun- 
dering been  tolerated,  but,  on  the  contrary,  men  caught  at  it  have 
been  most  severely  punished.  Each  day  a detail  of  4 commissioned 
officers  and  40  men  has  been  sent  out  with  instructions  to  collect  sub- 
sistence for  the  brigade,  but  in  no  case  to  allow  pillaging  or  forag- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  private  individuals.  The  subsistence  thus 
obtained  I have  had  brought  to  my  headquarters  and  distributed  to 
the  command.  In  this  way  I have  been  able  to  supply  the  demands 
of  my  men  and  maintain  proper  discipline,  at  the  same  time  I have 
endeavored,  so  far  as  possible,  to  obtain  my  supplies  from  rebels  and 
their  sympathizers,  and  where  I have  found  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  take  the  property  of  loyal  citizens  I have  caused  the  proper  re- 
ceipts to  be  given. 
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No  particular  incidents  have  marked  the  march  from  Graysville, 
Ga.  to  this  place  except  the  heroic  endurance  of  the  troops,  which 
has’  been  beyond  all  praise.  They  have  made  long  and  forced 
marches  on  short  rations  and  with  insufficient  clothing,  too  many  of 
the  men  marching  barefooted  over  the  frozen  ground,  yet  all  has  been 
cheerfully  borne,  officers  and  men  being  animated  by  the  desire  of 
relieving  Major-General  Burnside  and  his  troops  from  their  ini- 
prisonment  and  of  capturing  the  famed  General  Longstreet  and  his 

army.  ^ ^ , 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  accompanying  reports 

of  regimental  commanders. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


servant. 


JOHN  MASON  LOOMIS, 


Colonel  111.  Infty.,  Comdg.  1st  Brig.,  Uh  Div.,  Uth  A.  C. 


Capt.  J.  D.  McFarland, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  53. 

Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division  {Army  of 
the  Cumberland),  Col.  Eli  Long  commanding 

December  1,  brigade  marched  from  Benton,  Tenn.,  to  Columbia, 
Tenn. , and  thence  to  Athens  via  Charleston.  From  Athens  the  bri- 
gade marched  in  advance  of  General  Sherman’s  command  to  Loudon, 
near  which  place  tlie  advance  regiment  met  a force  of  rebel  cavalry. 
Routed  them  and  took  30  prisoners,  losing  1 man  killed  and  2 wounded. 

December  3,  Colonel  Long  being  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
Knoxville  and  open  communication  with  General  Burnside,  crossed 
Little  Tennessee  River  and  marched  via  Maryville,  reaching  Knox- 
ville early  next  morning. 

On  the  night  of  the  6th,  pursuant  to  orders  from  General  Sherman, 
brigade  marched  to  Maryville,  and  from  here  started  in  pursuit  of  a 
rebel  wagon  train,  and  followed  it  across  the  mountains  into  North 
Carolina,  encountering  no  resistance,  except  from  a small  force  of 
rebel  cavalry  at  Murphy,  N.  C. 

December  11,  started  back,  and  arrived  at  Calhoun,  Tenn.,  De- 
cember 15.  On  the  1st,  a detachment  of  the  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry 
was  added  to  the  command  and  relieved  on  arrival  at  Calhoun.  The 
Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  being  temporarily  attached,  a line  of 
couriers  was  established  to  Loudon  and  Kingston,  and  communica- 
tion opened  with  Chattanooga  in  same  manner.  The  Third  Ohio 
V olunteer  Cavalry  was  sent  to  Columbus,  Tenn. , on  the  Hiwassee 
River,  to  guard  that  point  and  the  adjacent  fords. 

December  22,  the  courier  post  at  Cleveland  was  attacked  by  60 
rebel  cavalry  and  had  1 man  wounded.  Rebel  casualties,  2 wounded. 

December  28,  General  Wheeler,  with  1,500  rebel  cavalry  and  some 
artillery,  attacked  a wagon  train,  moving  to  Knoxville  from  Chatta- 
nooga, and  escorted  by  infantry,  convalescents,  &c.  Colonel  Long 
at  once  mounted  the  small  portion  of  his  command  not  on  duty  (less 
than  150  men)  and  charged  the  enemy,  whose  ranks  had  been  broken 

* From  return  for  December.  The  Ninety-eighth  Illinois,  Seventeenth  Indiana, 
and  detachments  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry  Regiments  were 
attached  to  this  command. 
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by  the  infantry  escort,  scattering  them  in  every  direction.  Pur- 
sued one  column  of  400  or  500  men  several  miles  and  captured  121 
prisoners,  including  5 officers  and  many  stand  of  arms.  Wheeler 
lost  several  killed,  and  many  wounded  ; among  the  latter,  2 colonels. 

December  30,  the  Fifth  Ohio  V olunteer  Cavalry  was  Relieved,  by 
order,  from  duty  with  the  brigade. 


No.  54. 

Itinerary  of  the  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Maj.  Gen. 

David  8.  Stanley  and  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott  com- 
manding. 

Headquarters  of  cavalry  command  and  First"  Division  remained  in 
camp  at  Winchester,  Tenn.,  until  November  16.  Detachments  were 
sent  out  various  times  to  drive  away  guerrillas  infesting  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

November  1,  in  an  encounter  with  them  at  Fayetteville,  Tenn., 
Capt.  C.  C.  Mason,  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry,  was  killed. 

The  Second  Division  headquarters,  with  those  of  the  First  and 
Third  Brigades,  remained  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  at  the  close  of  the 
month. 

November  18,  Col.  Eli  Long,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  with  detachments  of  his  own  and  First  and  Third 
Brigades,  Second  Division,  1,500  men  in  all,  under  orders  from  de- 
partment headquarters,  was  sent  in  rear  of  General  Bragg’s  army, 
on  a raid  to  Cleveland,  where  he  destroyed  12  miles  of  railroad  be- 
tween Cleveland  and  Chattanooga  and  Cleveland  and  Dalton.  He 
burned  a large  rolling-mill,  captured  233  prisoners,  and  brought  off 
his  command  with  but  little  loss.  While  returning  to  Chattanooga, 
Colonel  Long  burned  the  baggage  and  headquarters  train  of  the 
rebel  General  Wright’s  division. 

Noveinber  16,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  re- 
lieved from  duty  as  chief  of  cavalry,  per  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
303,  November  12,  1863,  headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  on  the  19th,  at  Murfreesborough,  turned  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  cavalry  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  to  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  Col.  E.  M.  McCook,  Second 
Indiana  Cavalry,  succeeded  General  Elliott  to  the  command  of  the 
First  Division. 

Headquarters  of  the  cavalry  command  and  the  First  Cavalry 
Division,  with  First  and  Second  Brigades  thereof,  marched  from 
Winchester,  via  Shelby ville  and  Murfreesborough,  to  Alexandria, 
Tenn.,  arriving  at  the  latter  place  November  21.  The  First  Brigade 
took  post  at  the  forks  of  Auburn  and  Liberty  turnpikes.  The  Sec- 
ond Brigade  was  po&ted  at  Alexandria,  Tenn. 

November  25,  detachments  from  the  First  East  Tennessee  and 
Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  sent  to  Sparta,  Tenn.,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Brownlow,  First  East  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
and  had  frequent  skirmishes  with  a band  of  guerrillas  under  the 
rebel  Colonels  Hughs  and  Murray.  The  detachments  invariably 
routed  the  rebels,  inflicting  more  severe  losses  than  they  suffered,  and 
driving  them  from  their  haunts  around  Sparta.  In  one  of  these 
affairs,  Capt.  Thomas  S.  McCahan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
was  severely  wounded. 


* From  returns  for  November  and  December. 
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November  27,  telegrapliic  orders  were  received  from  headquar- 
ters Department  of  the  Cumberland,  directing  Brigadier-General 
Elliott  to  march,  with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  First  Division, 
to  Kingston,  Tenn.,  harass  Longstreet’s  rebel  force,  and,  if  unable 
to  find  him,  to  report  to  Major-General  Burnside,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio. 

November  28,  at  daylight,  the  two  brigades  marched,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  month  the  First  Brigade  had  reached  Sparta,  Tenn.,  and 
the  Second  Brigade  was  ferrying  the  train  of  the  division  over  Caney 
Fork  (unford able),  the  passage  of  which  retarded  the  march  of  the 
command  several  days.  The  weather  being  exceedingly  cold,  and 
ice  covering  the  rope  used  in  ferrying,  caused  the  drowning  of  7 
men  of  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  through  the  foundering  of  a 
ferry  boat.  The  Third  Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Col.  L.  D. 
Watkins,  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  commanding,  remained  in  camp 
during  the  month  at  Caperton’s  Ferry,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  near 
Stevenson,  Ala. 

December  1-7,  the  headquarters  of  the  cavalry  command,  with  the 
First  and  Second  Brigades  of  the  First  Division,  remained  at  Sparta, 
Tenn. , waiting  for  the  closing  up  of  the  column  by  the  arrival  of  the 
wagon  train  from  Nashville,  loaded  with  clothing  and  stores,  much 
needed  by  the  command.  Frequent  successful  skirmishes  occurred 
with  the  guerrilla  bands  infesting  the  vicinity,  invariably  routing 
them. 

December  7,  the  column  moved  across  the  Cumberland  Mountains, 
passing  through  Crossville  and  Post  Oak  Springs,  reaching  Kingston 
on  the  11th. 

December  14,  orders  were  received  from  General  Foster;  command- 
ing Department  of  the  Ohio,  for  General  Elliott  to  march  with  his 
command  to  Knoxville,  re-enforce  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  and  harass  Longstreet’s  army  in  their  retreat  toward  Virginia. 

December  16,  moving  as  ordered,  the  command  reached  Armstrong’s 
Ford,  on  the  Holston  River,  7 miles  above  Knoxville,  where  it  had 
been  intended  they  should  cross  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  push 
on  toward  Morristown,  and  engage  Martin’s  rebel  cavalry  ; but  the 
stream  proved  unfordable  there  for  artillery  and  wagons,  so  the 
First  Brigade  was  pushed  over  to  meet  the  rest  of  the  column  at 
Strawberry  Plains,  having  secured  forage  for  it,  if  possible.  On 
arriving  at  that  place  a ford  could  not  be  found,  so  the  brigade  on 
the  west  side  recrossed  at  McKinney’s  Ford  December  18,  and  leav- 
ing the  train  at  Strawberry  Plains  the  command  marched  to  Nance’s 
Ford,  8 miles  above,  and  reported  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  No 
enemy  was  found  nor  any  fording,  so  the  two  brigades  counter- 
marched to  * McKinney’s  Ford ; the  First  Brigade  again  crossed 
there. 

December  18,  during  the  night  the  river  rose  4 feet,  rendering  it 
necessary  to  wait  its  fall,  when  the  Second  Brigade  and  train  re- 
turned to  Strawberry  Plains. 

December  23,  the  river  falling,  the  Second  Brigade  and  Lilly’s  bat- 
tery crossed,  joined  the  First  Brigade,  and  pushed  on  to  New  Market. 

December  24,  Brigadier-General  Sturgis,  chief  of  cavalry  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  by  seniority  commanding  the  cavalry  of  the 
Departments  of  the  Ohio  and  Cumberland,  detached  the  First  Bri- 
gade of  the  First  Division,  Col.  A.  P.  Campbell  commanding,  to 
march  to  Dandridge,  in  conjunction  with  some  of  his  own  cavalry, 
and  cut  off  a rebel  brigade  supposed  to  be  there.  At  Hay’s  Ferry 
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Campbell  briskly  attacked  tlie  enemy,  who,  being  heavily  re-en- 
forced,  compelled  him  to  retreat.  On  the  retreat  one  gnn  of  Lilly’s 
(Eighteenth  Indiana), battery  was  spiked  and  abandoned  on  account 
of  an  axle  breaking.  In  this  affair  our  loss  was  7 killed,  47  wounded, 
and  7 missing.  We  captured  30  prisoners,  besides  killing  Major 
Bale,  of  the  Sixth  Georgia  Cavalry,  and  killing  and  wounding  over 
100  of  the  enemy. 

December  25,  26,  27,  and  28,  almost  constant  skirmishing  with 
Martin’s  cavalry,  during  which  we  advanced  to  Talbott’s  Station, 
within  9 miles  of  Morristown.  In  these  affairs  the  loss  was  slight 
on  both  sides. 

December  29,  General  Sturgis  again  detached  La  Grange’s  Second 
Brigade  with  his  own  cavalry  to  Dandridge,  having  ordered  the  re- 
maining brigade  (Campbell’s)  to  cover  the  front  and  fall  back,  with- 
out much  resistance,  if  attacked,  to  Mossy  Creek.  At  about  10  a.  m. 
Martin,  with  Armstrong’s  and  Morgan’s  divisions,  about  5,000  strong, 
advanced  in  overwhelming  force.  The  First  Brigade  fell  back,  as 
ordered,  to  Mossy  Creek,  and  there  held  the  enemy  at  bay  till  3 
p.  m.,  when  he  commenced  falling  back.  We  then  advanced,  and 
La  Grange’s  brigade,  arriving  from  Dandridge,  struck  the  enemy  on 
the  flank  and  signally  routed  them,  driving  them  beyond  Talbott’s 
Station  and  pushing  the  pursuit  until  after  dark.  The  casualties  in 
this  affair  were  4 commissioned  officers  wounded,  12  enlisted  men 
killed,  and  36  men  wounded  severely.  The  enemy  being  much  more 
exposed  in  his  attacks  doubtless  lost  more. 

A small  battalion,  composed  of  detachments  of  the  Fifteenth  Penn- 
sylvania and  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  from  the  Department  of  the  Cum- 
berland, under  command  of  Col.  William  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  were  under  the  orders  of  General  Elliott, 
and  participated  in  the  engagement,  as  did  Mott’s  brigade  of  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  The  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio 
took  no  part  in  the  battle. 

The  line  from  Talbott’s  Station  was  held  after  the  Mossy  Creek 
battle  through  the  rest  of  the  month.  The  Third  Brigade,  Col.  L. 
D.  Watkins  commanding,  was  detached  from  the  division  during  the 
month,  and,  after  Bragg’s  defeat  at  Missionary  Pidge,  marched 
from  Caperton’s  Ferry,  Ala.,  to  Rossville,  Ga.,  where  it  remained 
in  camp  at  the  close  of  the  month. 


No.  55. 

Reports  of  Col.  William  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Anderson  Cavalry, 

Trotter^ s Bridge,  December  11,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  morning 
a little  after  daybreak  I reached  Gatlinburg,  15  miles  from  Sevier- 
ville,  on  the  Smoky  Mountain  road,  with  150  men,  having  approached 
from  a point  on  the  same  road  3 miles  in  the  rear  of  Gatlinburg, 
which  point  I reached  by  a circuitous  and  almost  impassable  trail 
from  Wear’s  Cove. 

At  the  same  time  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Lamborn,  with  about  50  men, 
reached  Gatlinburg  from  the  north  by  the  Sevierville  road,  which 
he  intersected  at  Trotter’s  Bridge,  7 miles  north  of  Gatlinburg,  by  a 
road  leading  from  Wear’s  Cove,  where  our  forces  divided. 
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Capt.  H.  McAllester,  with  the  remainder  of  onr  force,  consisting 
chiefly  of  men  whose  horses  were  nnshod  or  unfit  to  travel  over  the 
rough  mountain  trails,  had  been  sent  the  previous  afternoon  to  Sevier- 
ville  from  Chandler’s,  18  miles  from  Knoxville,  where  I turned  off 
to  go  to  Wear’s  Cove.  His  instructions  were  to  picket  the  roads  out 
of  Sevierville,  preventing  any  one  from  leaving  the  place,  in  order 
that  information  of  our  movements  might  not  reach  the  enemy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lamborn  and  myself  reached  Gatliiiburg  from 
opposite  directions  at  about  the  same  moment,  both  finding  pickets 
posted,  who  immediately  fired,  thereby  alarming  the  enemy’s  camp, 
which  we  found  situated  on  a steep  wooded  ridge,  commanding  both 
roads  and  intercepting  communication  between  us. 

It  being  impossible  to  make  a dash  upon  them,  we  were  obliged  to 
dismount  our  men  and  deploy  them  as  skirmishers.  We  drove  them 
from  their  position,  which  was  a strong  one,  in  about  an  hour,  but, 
unfortunately,  the  steep  wooded  ridge  on  which  they  had  their  camp 
jutted  on  to  the  mountain  on  the  east,  and  it  was  impracticable  to 
prevent  the  rebels  on  retreating  from  taking  up  this  mountain  where 
we  could  not  reach  them,  and  where  they  continued  firing  from  be- 
hind the  thick  cover  for  several  hours.  They  finally  retreated,  scat- 
tering over  the  ridges  to  the  Great  Smoky  Mountain. 

From  all  the  information  I could  get,  I estimate  their  force  at  about 
200,  of  which  150  were  Indians  and  the  remainder  white  men,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Thomas,  an  old  Indian  agent. 

We  captured  their  camp  with  1 prisoner,  16  horses,  18  muskets,  2 
boxes  of  ammunition,  several  bushels  of  salt,  meal,  dried  fruit,  &c., 
and  a large  quantity  of  blankets,  old  clothing,  &c.  A number  of 
squaws  had  reached  them  the  previous  evening,  and  they  had  evi- 
dently intended  remaining  at  Gatlinburg  for  the  winter,  as  their 
declarations  to  the  citizens  in  the  vicinity  proved. 

W e destroyed  the  log  huts  and  frame  buildings  composing  their 
camp,  and  have  returned  most  of  the  horses  to  their  loyal  owners. 
Colonel  Thomas  was  evidently  taken  by  surprise,  as  he  had  not  time 
to  get  his  hat  from  his  quarters  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  which  one 
of  our  men  captured. 

I regret  to  report  that  two  of  my  officers  and  a sergeant  were 
wounded  in  the  skirmish.  Captain  Clark  seriously  in  the  knee. 
Captain  Betts  received  a painful  flesh  wound  in  the  arm.  The  ser- 
geant’s wound  was  trivial.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  known.  If 
any  were  killed  they,  carried  them  off  when  they  retreated. 

Colonel  Thomas  has  most  probably  taken  his  men  back  to  Qualla- 
town,  in  North  Carolina,  but  I have  sent  a scouting  party  out  this 
morning  to  ascertain. 

I very  much  regret  that  we  were  not  more  successful.  We  rode 
all  night  over  a foot  path  that  many  of  the  citizens  considered  im- 
practicable ; and  while  I cannot  see  that  we  could  have  done  better 
under  the  circumstances  than  we  did,  yet  I can  now  see  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  ground  (which  was  entirely  unknown  to  us  before) 
how  I might  have  captured  most  of  the  party  by  making  certain  dis- 
positions before  reaching  Gatlinburg. 

I start  this  morning  for  Evans’  Ford,  on  French  Broad,  9 miles  from 
Sevierville,  and  between  that  place  and  Dandridge,  where  I learn 
100  rebel  cavalry  crossed  last  night. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel, 


440 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TEKK.,  MISS.,  K.  ALA.,  AKt>  K.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIti. 


Headquarters  Anderson  Cavalry, 
Dandridge,  December  13,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

General  : I have  just  received  the  order  to  move  with  my  com- 
mand to  Morristown  to  protect  a telegraph  party  sent  out  from  Straw- 
berry Plains. 

My  pickets  were  attacked  at  10  o’clock  this  morning  by  a small 
scouting  party  of  the  enemy  sent  out  (as  prisoners  assert)  from  Bull’s 
Gap.  I happened  to  be  near  the  picket  post  at  the  time  and  imme- 
diately pursued  them  with  the  reserve,  on  the  Bull’s  Gap  road,  and 

succeeded  in  capturing  6 of  them  belonging  to  the Arkansas 

cavalry,  after  a chase  of  6 miles.  We  got  their  horses,  arms,  and 
saddles.  I send  the  6 prisoners  to  you  herewith,  together  with  1 
other  belonging  to  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  whom  we  captured  in  a recent 
skirmish  with  a battalion  of  Indians,  under  Colonel  Thomas,  at  Gat- 
linburg.  Also  a rebel  soldier  named  Hightower,  belonging  to  Buck- 
ner’s command,  reported  to  me  since  writing  the  last  sentence. 

I have  sent  three  companies  under  Lieutenant  Mather  at  once  to 
Mossy  Creek,  which  they  will  reach  before  midnight,  and  will  start 
with  the  balance  of  my  command  at  about  daybreak  on  the  direct 
road  to  Morristown.  I hope,  however,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  re- 
main very  long  at  Morristown  as  I am  better  able  to  watch  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy  by  being  farther  to  the  east.  I have  sent  scouting 
parties  out  to  Newport  and  the  mouth  of  Chucky,  who  will  report 
by  morning. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel. 

Brigadier-General  Spears, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  at  Straiuherry  Plains. 


Headquarters  Anderson  Cavalry, 
Dandridge,  December  13,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

(Received  15  th.) 

• General  : From  interrogation  of  the  prisoners  I send  you,  who 
left  their  camp  at  about  4 p.  m.  yesterday,  12th  instant,  at  5 miles 
this  side  of  Bull’s  Gap,  I feel  satisfied  that  Armstrong’s  division  of 
rebel  cavalry  is  encamped  at  that  point  (5  miles  this  side  of  Bull’s 
Gap),  and  that  the  other  division,  formerly  Mai^in’s,  now  Morgan’s, 
of  Alabama,  was  encamped  not  far  from  Armstrong’s,  toward  Rog- 
ersville. 

The  prisoners  belong  to  a party  who  were  sent  out  on  a scout. 
They  say  their  instructions  were  to  find  out  whether  or  not  there 
were  any  Federals  in  this  direction,  and  that  they  think  the  expec- 
tation of  their  cavalry  was  to  come  down  this  way  and  attempt  to 
join  Bragg  either  this  side  or  the  other  of  Great  Smoky  Mountain. 

Martin  now  commands  all  their  cavalry,  which  they  say  consists 
only  of  Armstrong’s  and  Morgan’s  divisions,  and  of  Jones’  command 
from  Virginia. 

The  point  referred  to  is  23  miles  from  here. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Spears, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Strawberry  Plains. 
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Headquarters  Anderson  Cavalry, 
Dandridge,  December  14,  18G3 — 7 a.  m. 

General  : A scouting  party  of  citizens  of  this  neighborhood  sent 
out  by  me  yesterday  evening  have  returned.  They  went  out  a 
distance  of  13  miles  from  Dandridge,  where  the  road  from  here  to 
Bull’s  Gap  intersects  the  road  leading  from  Morristown  to  Warm 
Springs,  via  mouth  of  Chucky  ; at  that  point  they  were  within  half 
a mile  of  the  rebel  cavalry  pickets.  The  information  they  got  from 
Union  citizens  was  that  a train  of  about  one  thousand  wagons  left 
Morristown,  on  last  Thursday  morning  before  day  on  the  road  to 
Warm  Springs  ; that  they  went  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Chucky  with- 
out crossing,  and  on  Friday  morning  returned  to  the  intersection  of 
the  road  from  Dandridge  to  Bull’s  Gap,  and  took  up  the  road  to 
Bull’s  Gap,  the  last  of  them  passing  that  intersection  late  on  Friday 
night.  They  also  learned  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  stationed 
yesterday  evening  at  Russellville,  and  on  the  road  from  Dandridge 
to  Bull’s  Gap,  7 miles  this  side  of  the  gap  and  at  McClester’s,  close 
to  the  Chucky  River,  on  the  road  leading  from  Russellville  to 
Chucky  Bend — five  brigades  in  all.  Rebel  scouts  had  informed  citi- 
zens of  a skirmish  at  Russellville  on  Saturday  last  with  our  cavalry. 

A scouting  party  of  42  of  the  enemy  came  yesterday  afternoon  at 
4 o’clock  to  the  intersection  of  the  road  leading  from  Morristown 
with  the  road  to  Bull’s  Gap  at  Widow  Kimbrough’s. 

They  appeared  to  be  very  much  excited,  made  only  a slight  halt, 
and  returned  immediately  toward  Bull’s  Gap.  I start  at  once  for 
Morristown,  to  protect  the  telegraph  party’s  operations,  having  sent 
three  companies  yesterday  evening  to  Mossy  Creek,  which  they 
reached  about  midnight. 

My  pickets  were  attacked  here  yesterday  morning  at  11  o’clock  by 
a small  scouting  party  of  rebels  sent  out  from  their  camp  near  Bull’s 
Gap.  We  pursued  them  with  the  picket  reserve,  and  captured  6, 
belonging  to  Armstrong’s  division,  with  their  horses  and  arms. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfullv, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Major-General  Parke.  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Anderson  Cavalry, 

2 Miles  E.  of  Mossy  Creek,  Monday,  Dec.  14,  1863 — 10  p.  m. 

General  : I started  from  Dandridge  this  morning,  on  the  direct 
road  to  Morristown,  expecting  there  to  meet  the  three  companies  of 
cavalry  that  I sent  from  Dandridge  to  Mossy  Creek  last  night.  When 
within  4 miles  of  Morristown,  a little  beyond  McFarland’s  place,  I 
heard  firing  on  my  left,  on  the  cross-road  to  Panther  Springs,  a point 
on  the  Knoxville  and  Morristown  road  5 miles  this  side  of  Morris- 
town. 

I found  that  the  firing  was  at  the  rear  of  my  three  companies,  who 
had  gone  on  this  morning  to  within  a half  mile  of  Morristown,  where 
they  drove  in  the  rebel  cavalry  pickets,  but  being  pursued  by  a force 
they  considered  too  large  for  them,  and  learning  that  there  was  a 
heavy  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  Morristown,  they  had  retired 
by  the  cross-road  referred  to  to  make  the  junction  with  me. 

I then  crossed,  with  a portion  of  my  command,  by  the  Panther 
Springs  road,  to  the  Knoxville  and  Morristown  road,  pursued  the 
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scouting  party  sent  out  from  Morristown,  and  captured  7 of  tliem, 
with  their  arms  and  8 horses. 

^ I heard  cannonading  from  about  2 o’clock  until  dark  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Noyes’  Ferry,  or  between  there  and  Bean’s  Station. 

From  the  prisoners  captured  I learned,  in  entire  confirmation  of 
the  report  previously  given  to  me  at  McFarland’s  house  by  a boy 
who  had  left  Russellville  at  daybreak  this  morning  and  had  come 
through  Morristown,  that  General  Martin,  commanding  the  rebel 
cavalry  {vice  Wheeler),  had  left  Russellville  at  daybreak  this  morn- 
ing, and  had  reached  Morristown  at  about  9 a.  m.,  with  five  regiments 
of  cavalry — the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Sixth  Georgia — 
composing  Colonel  Crews’  brigade,  of  Morgan’s  division,  and  that 
they  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  at  Morristown  at  the  time  the 
scouting  party  was  sent  out. 

The  rest  of  this  division  the  prisoners  understood  to  be  over  to- 
ward the  Chucky ; Jones’ cavalry,  they  thought,  was  near  Bean’s 
Station,  and  they  believed  the  fighting  to-day  to  be  with  him.  While 
I was  pursuing  the  scouting  party,  the  pickets  I had  left  on  the  Dan- 
dridge  and  Morristown  road  beyond  McFarland’s  house  saw,  about 
a mile  beyond  them  on  the  road  leading  from  mouth  of  Chucky  to 
Morristown,  a heavy  rebel  column  of  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  a di- 
vision, passing  toward  Morristown,  which  is  2 miles  from  that  inter- 
section. This  was  at  about  3.30  p.  m.  ; they  did  not  perceive  my 
pickets. 

Our  prisoners  also  assert  that  Longstreet’s  infantry  had  crossed 
over  from  Rogersville  to  the  Bull’s  Gap  and  Greeneville  road,  and 
were  now  encamped  on  that  road  8 miles  east  of  Bull’s  Gap,  and  that 
the  wagon  trains  were  on  the  same  road.  I brought  my  command 
over  to  this  road  where  I found  that  the  telegraph  party  had  not 
got  up  to  Panther  Springs  ; returning,  I found  it  at  Colonel  Tal- 
bott’s, 18  miles  from  Strawberry  Plains. 

There  being  no  forage  convenient,  I brought  the  party  and  escort 
back  to  this  point,  15  miles  from  Strawberry  Plains,  with  my  com- 
mand. 

The  force  of  rebel  cavalry  in  Morristown  this  evening  was  so  large 
that  I cannot  consider  myself  very  safe  here,  as  yours  is,  I 'believe, 
the  nearest  supporting  command,  and  I cannot  see  that  it  is  very 
prudent  to  continue  putting  up  a telegraph  line  toward  Morristown 
while  there  is  a division  or  more  of  rebel  cavalry  there,  who  have 
the  facility  to  return  to  the  place  without  interruption,  even  if  they 
now  retire. 

Until  a large  force  is  thrown  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from  cutting  the  wires 
whenever  they  please,  even  down  to  Strawberry  Plains. 

It  is  possible  that  a body  of  rebel  cavalry  may  be  thrown  down 
this  road  in  the  morning  from  Morristown.  I await  orders  at  this 
point.  Please  telegraph  them.  One  of  the  prisoners  we  captured 
was  an  orderly  sergeant,  sent  out  by  General  Martin  from  Morris- 
town this  afternoon  to  recall  the  scouting  party.  I shall  endeavor 
to  ascertain  in  the  morning  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Morristown 
and  vicinity. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Spears, 

Comdg.  United  States  Forces  at  Strawberry  Plains. 
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Headquarters  Anderson  Cavalry, 
Evans'  Ford,  December  17,  1863 — 5 p.  m. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  a scout,  who  went  within 
sight  of  their  fires  last  evening,  has  reported  to  me  this  afternoon 
that  he  saw  what  he  considered  to  be  one  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry 
at  a point  on  the  Morristown  and  Strawberry  Plains  road  2 miles 
beyond  New  Market  at  about  dark  yesterday  evening  (December  16) ; 
that  their  pickets,  30  in  number,  were  at  New  Market,  and  that 
another  picket  was  stationed  at  James  Brazilton’s,  where  the  road 
from  New  Market  intersects  the  Rocky  Valley  road  (leading  from 
Dandridge  to  Strawberry  Plains) ; that  these  pickets  were  posted  at 
those  points  at  about  dark.  He  also  understood  that  there  was 
another  brigade  of  cavalry  back  near  Mossy  Creek. 

Finding  that  the  French  Broad^  at  my  back  was  rising  rapidly,  I 
re-crossed  it  this  afternoon  at  this  point,  3 miles  from  Shady  Grove, 
where  I camped  last  night. 

I got  across  with  difficulty,  and  the  river  is  now  past  fording,  in 
my  opinion,  at  any  point  between  the  mouth  of  Chucky  and  the 
Holston. 

A small  party  of  11  rebels  entered  my  camp  at  Shady  Grove  a few 
hours  after  we  left  it,  and  6 were  seen  about  dark  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  a mile  above  this.  Whether  the  11  rebels  were  a small 
scouting  party,  or  the  advance  of  a larger  force  sent  to  attack  us,  I 
do  not  know ; but  incline  to  the  latter  opinion,  from  the  fact  2 rebel 
citizens  living  near  Shady  Grove,  whom  we  had  under  arrest  last 
night,  escaped  during  the  night. 

I sent  out  two  scouting  parties  this  morning,  one  to  Newport,  up  this 
side  of  the  French  Broad,  and  another,  of  Lieutenant  Gregg  and  26 
men,  toward  Panther  Springs.  Neither  have  yet  returned,  and  I 
have  same  apprehensions  that  the  last-mentioned  party  will  find  a 
force  of  rebels  in  their  rear.  I have  two  boats  ready  to  cross  them 
here,  and  have  sent  word  by  a citizen  to  Dandridge  to  have  them 
cross  there  if  they  pass  through  that  place. 

Please  inform  me  where  General  Elliott’s  cavalry  is,  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland. 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Captain  Gourland, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General’. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

On  Dumpling  Creek,  December  23,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I scouted  with  my 
command  yesterday  evening  on  the  Bend  of  Chucky  road  from  Dan- 
dridge to  within  4 miles  of  Mosier’ s Mills,  14  miles  from  Dandridge, 
and  close  to  the  intersection  of  the  Dandridge  and  Bend  of  Chucky 
road  with  the  road  running  from  Morristown  to  Warm  Springs  via 
mouth  of  Chucky  and  Newport.  At  said  point  I was  about  4 miles 
below  and  to  the  west  of  mouth  of  Chucky.  I reached  that  point  at 
about  7 p.  m.  and  found  a small  detail  of  rebel  cavalry, who  had  been 
sent  from  Bean’s  Station  on  Sunday  last,  with  directions  to  gather 
cattle  and  report  with  them  to  Morristown  as  soon  as  possible.  We 
captured  5 of  these  men,  together  with  30  head  of  cattle,  which  they 
were  guarding;  also  18  horses.  I wish  to  retain  6 head  of  these  cat- 
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tie,  and  will  send  the  remainder,  with  the  prisoners,  to  you  by  first 
opportunity.  As  my  force  is  rather  small,  I would  be  glad  if  some 
small  scouting  party  from  your  command,  coming  in  this  direction, 
could  take  them  back,  in  case  you  require  them;  they  are  small  cat- 
tle. One  of  these  prisoners  states  that  at  the  time  they  left  all  the 
rebel  cavalry  was  on  the  other  side  of  Holston,  but  that  they  ex- 
pected to  meet  their  command  at  Morristown  about  Wednesday 
(to-day). 

Learning  from  U nion  citizens  that  a brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  had 
entered  Hosier’s  Mills  at  about  dark  yesterday,  and  that  a regiment 
was  posted  at  Franklin’s,  near  mouth  of  Chucky — the  first  part  of 
which  information  I have  had  reason  since  to  doubt — I deemed  it  best 
to  move  my  command  to  this  point,  which  I reached  at  1 a.  m. 

This  morning  I have  sent  a lady  to  Hosier’s  Mills,  whose  report  I 
shall  expect  this  evening.  I have  also  sent  a scouting  party  of  10 
men  toward  Morristown.  From  these  I have  heard  that  they  fell  on 
the  track  of  a rebel  scouting  party  of  40  coming  from  the  direction 
of  Morristown,  on  the  Dandridge  road.  The  10  men  are  following 
them,  and  I have  sent  a company  to  near  Dandridge  to  intercept 
them. 

I have  also  sent  a single  scout  to  Mossy  Creek.  He  reports  at  2 
p.  m.  that  no  rebels  are  there,  but  that  Union  citizens  informed  him 
there  was  a considerable  force — one  said  lying  in  ambush — about  3 
miles  above  Mossy  Creek,  near  Talbott’s  Station,  on  the  Knoxville 
road.  This  is  also  corroborated  by  citizens  who  have  come  in  to  me 
here.  If  this  is  so,  and  you  have  a brigade  at  New  Market,  I would 
like  to  have  it  led  by  the  Panther  Springs  road  to  Panther  Springs, 
4 miles  in  rear  of  Talbott’s  Station.  I have  been  over  this  by-road 
and  know  it.  If  this  could  be  done,  I believe  the  enemy  could  be 
damaged  considerably. 

3.20  p.  m. 

My  scouting  party  sent  toward  Dandridge  reports  that  they  are 
within  3 miles  of  that  place,  and  that  30  rebel  cavalry  are  in  Dan- 
dridge. He  also  reports  a rumor  that  a brigade  was  approach- 
ing Dandridge  from  a road  running  from  mouth  of  Chucky  to  Dan- 
dridge, which  I do  not  credit. 

From  Newport  my  scout  reports  100  rebel  cavalry  in  that  vicinity. 
Forty  staid  at  Gorman’s  Church,  1^^  miles  south  of  Newport,  on 
night  of  21st.  They  have  arrested  4 conscripts  at  Wilson ville.  My 
scout  from  Greene  ville  has  not  yet  returned. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Elliott. 

P.  S. — Shall  I report  to  you  or  to  General  Sturgis  direct  ? 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

New  Market,  December  23,  1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

From  150  to  200  rebel  cavalry  drove  back  a scouting  party  from 
my  command.  Colonel  McCook  did  not  get  the  order  in  time  to  send 
out  the  brigade  to-night.  I will  send  it  out  at  daylight  to-morrow. 
Colonel  Wolford  has  crossed,  and  is  in  camp  near  my  command. 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquartehs  Anderson  Cavalry, 

Haleys,  at  the  Foot  of  Flat  Gap,  December  23,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 

Colonel:  I have  just  moved  here  from  Dumpling  Valley.  I as- 
certained this  afternoon  from  my  scouting  parties  that  a large  force 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  advancing  toward  Dandridge  on  the 
Morristown  and  Dandridge  road.  One  of  my  comxianies  attacked 
their  advance  guard  of  one  company  at  Dandridge,  scattering  them, 
when  it  was  in  turn  attacked  by  the  enemy’s  reserve.  We  took  4 
prisoners,  losing  nothing. 

My  rear  has  skirmished  with  the  rebel  advance  in  retiring  on  the 
road  from  Dandridge  to  this  place,  but  the  rear  is  nov\r  uj)  and  there 
is  no  pursuit.  The  prisoners  confirm  the  statements  of  my  scouts 
and  of  citizens  who  came  to  me  to-day  on  Dumpling  Creek,  that 
John  T.  Morgan’s  division,  composed  of  Colonel  Crews’  and  Colonel 
Russell’s  brigades  (the  latter  with  six  pieces  of  artillery),  left  Pan- 
ther Springs,  13  miles  from  New  Market,  on  the  Morristown  road, 
and  crossed  over  to  the  Dandridge  and  Bull’s  Gap  road,  on  which 
they  advanced  toward  Dandridge ; the  advanced  company  having 
been  sent  ahead  at  about  noon  from  Widow  Kimbrough’s,  8 miles 
from  Dandridge.  It  was  from  this  company  we  got  the  prisoners. 
General  Martin,  chief  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  is  along  with  Mor- 
gan’s division.  There  are  five  regiments  in  Russell’s  brigade  and 
four  reported  in  Crews’  brigade.  The  prisoners  belong  to  the  Fourth 
Alabama,  whose  adjutant  informed  them  this  morning  there  were  250 
men  in  their  regiment.  There  are  only  two  brigades  in  this  division. 

The  prisoners  say  that  Armstrong’s  division  went  up  the  Holston 
on  the  other  side — they  think  to  Noyes’  Ferry,  opposite  Morristown. 
I send  you  also  5 prisoners  we  captured  yesterday  near  mouth 
of  Chucky;  also  24  head  of  cattle  (of  30  we  captured  with  a rebel 
V guard  near  mouth  of  Chucky  yesterday).  Morgan’s  division  forded 
the  Holston  River  near  Panther  Springs.  Some  action  should  be 
taken  immediately,  as  both  brigades  are  probably  in  Dandridge, 
although  Crews’  brigade  may  have  kept  on  from  Widow  Kim- 
brough’s to  the  mouth  of  Chucky.  I should  like  to  consult  with 
you  in  regard  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  as  I have  become  tolera- 
bly familiar  with  the  roads  hereabouts.  Is  General  Elliott  with 
you  ? Where  is  the  rest  of  our  cavalry  ? 

I am,  colonel,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel,  Commandinq. 

Col.  E.  M.  McCook. 


No.  56. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Spears,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing First  East  Tennessee  Brigade. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Near  Loudon,  Tenn.,  December  6,  1863. 

General  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General  Granger,  I 
arrived  with  my  command  at  Kingston  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  in- 
stant. A dispatch  from  you  was  handed  me  in  an  hour  or  so  after 
my  arrival,  in  which  the  senior  officer  at  Kingston  was  directed  to 
collect  the  forces  at  Kingston,  and  on  the  appearance  of  the*  steamer 
Paint  Rock,  then  coming  up  the  river,  to  move  forward  with  the 
forces,  the  right  flank  to  rest  on  the  river,  a small  force  to  be  left  at 
Kingston  as  a garrison. 
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I,  being  tbe  senior  officer  commanding  First  Tennessee  Brigade,  as- 
sumed command  of  all  tbe  forces  there,  consisting,  in  addition  to  tbe 
Tennessee  Brigade,  of  tbe  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps,  Colonel  Mott  (four  regiments),  and  tbe  First  Ten- 
nessee Mounted  Infantry,  Colonel  Byrd,  together  with  battalion 
Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Klein,  and  eight  pieces 
of  artillery  attached  to  my  brigade,  and  nine  pieces  artillery  attached 
to  Colonel  Mott’s  brigade,  in  all,  eight  regiments  of  infantry  (one 
mounted),  battalion  cavalry,  and  seventeen  pieces  artillery. 

I moved  forward  with  all  of  the  above  forces,  excepting  Colonel 
Byrd  and  his  regiment,  then  on  picket  duty  on  the  river, whom  I left 
at  Kingston  with  orders  to  draw  in  his  force  and  to  aid  and  assist  in 
getting  the  steamer  up  from  off  White  Creek  Shoals,  where  I was  in- 
formed by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Remick,  chief  commissary  subsistence, 
that  she  was  aground.  I sent  two  experienced  pilots,  well  acquainted 
with  the  river  and  channel,  to  assist  the  steamer  in  getting  through, 
and  supposed  she  would  get  to  Kingston  by  the  next  morning,  De- 
cember 4.  Colonel  Byrd  was  further  instructed  that  should  it  be 
necessary  he  would  press  every  wagon  in  the  country  and  unload  the 
supplies  from  the  steamer  and  bring  them  up,  especially  the  ammu- 
nition, or  at  least  lighten  the  steamer  so  as  to  get  her  off  the  shoals. 

I was  informed  that  quite  a large  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  were 
in  my  front,  and  that  their  pickets  were  within  4 miles  of  Kingston. 
I deemed  it  most  prudent  (expecting  the  boat  to  arrive  every  mo- 
ment on  the  morning  of  the  4th)  to  move  forward  with  my  force, 
which  I did,  accordingly,  by  three  different  routes,  throwing  a force 
around  on  the  river  bank.  In  about  4 miles  from  Kingston  we  drove 
in  the  rebel  pickets  and  proceeded  on  to  a point  10  miles  from  Kings- 
ton, having  skirmished  with  and  drove  the  enemy  before  us,  occu- 
pying their  camps  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  with  headquarters  at  Mrs. 
Beazeal’s.  We  captured  26  prisoners,  some  horses  and  equipments. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I learned  by  dispatch  from  Colonel 
Byrd  that  he  had  ordered  the  steamer  to  return  to  Chattanooga,  and 
to  get  a lighter  boat,  the  Paint  Rock  being  too  heavy  for  the  purpose, 
and  unable  to  get  over  the  shoals.  I had  instructed  Colonel  Byrd 
to  unload  the  boat  and  lighten  her  up,  so  as  to  get  her  over  the 
shoals.  I arrived  here  yesterday,  and  am  at  a loss  what  to  do — 
whether  to  remain  and  wait  for  a boat  or  to  proceed  on  to  Knoxville. 

The  enemy  that  we  routed  is  reported  by  citizens  and  prisoners 
to  be  2,000.  I am  certain  that  there  are  1,000,  and  perhaps  1,500, 
and  will  not  exceed  2,000.  They  went  on  the  main  Knoxville  road 
toward  Knoxville,  a small  number  going  in  the  direction,  of  Loudon. 

On  arriving  here  I found  six  pieces  of  cannon,  abandoned  by  the 
enemy.  The  retreating  rebels  had  eight  pieces  with  them.  They 
are  Wheeler’s  command,  under  Colonel  Hart. 

I shall  remain  here  until  further  orders.  I have  sent  several  dis- 

Eatches  to  both  Major-General  Granger  and  to  you,  but  have  not 
eard  a word  from  either  up  to  this  morning.  All  is  quiet.  I am 
foraging  for  subsistence  and  forage  here  in  the  country.  I think 
we  can  do  very  well  here  as  for  meat,  but  the  bread  question  is  what 
Doubles  us,  but  I believe  we  can  subsist  for  a while,  both  as  to  the 
animals  and  men. 

I remain,  general,  yours,  &c. , waiting  for  instructions, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 
Brigadier-Generalf  &c. 


Major-General  Sherman. 
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Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Near  Loudon^  Tenn.,  December  6,  1863. 

General  : By  an  order  received  from  Major-General  Sherman  to 
the  senior  officer  at  Kingston,  Tenn. , I assumed  command  of  all  the 
forces  at  that  place,  being  directed  by  said  order  to  collect  all  the 
forces  there,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a small  force  to  be  left  at 
Kingston  as  a garrison,  to  proceed,  on  the  appearance  of  the  steamer 
Paint  Rock  (then  coming  up  the  river  to  Knoxville),  toward  Knox- 
ville, with  my  right  flank  resting  on  the  river. 

I assumed  the  command,  which  consists  of  my  brigade.  First  East 
Tennessee  Brigade,  Colonel  Shelley, y^ith  battalion  Third  Indiana  Cav- 
alry, Lieutenant-Colonel  Klein,  and  eight  pieces  artillery,  the  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  Colonel  Mott, 
and  nine  pieces  artillery,  and  the  First  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry, 
Colonel  Byrd. 

I left  Colonel  Byrd  with  his  regiment  to  garrison  Kingston,  and 
proceeded  to  move  forward  with  the  remaining  forces,  having  learned 
that  a large  cavalry  force  (rebel)  were  in  my  front  with  their  pickets 
within  4 miles  of  fongston.  Expecting  the  steamer  to  arrive  every 
moment  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  I deemed  it  most  prudent  to 
move  forward  and  drive  them  before  me.  I had  been  informed  that 
the  steamer  was  unable  to  get  over  the  shoals  at  White  Creek,  and 
directed  Colonel  Byrd  to  aid  and  assist  with  his  command  in  getting 
her  through.  I advanced  by  three  routes  toward  Knoxville,  and 
when  about  4 miles  from  Kingston  we  drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets 
and  pushed  forward,  skirmishing  as  we  advanced.  I halted  on  the 
night  of  the  4th,  and  encamped  10  miles  from  Kingston,  with  my 
command  occupying  the  vacated  camps  of  the  enemy,  who  fled  be- 
fore us.  They  are  reported  to  be  2,000  cavalry.  I am  certain  that 
there  are  1,000,  and  perhaps  1,500,  but  will  not  exceed  2,000.  They 
took  the  main  Knoxville  road,  with  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a 
few  took  the  Loudon  road.  I arrived  at  this  point  yesterday  and 
found  six  pieces  of  cannon  which  were  abandoned  by  them,  three  of 
which  are  spiked. 

In  the  rout  we  captured  26  prisoners,  and  the  balance  scattered  in 
wild  confusion.  They  are  Wheeler’s  command,  under  Colonel  Hart. 
I am  now  encamped  here,  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  steamer, 
which  Colonel  Byrd  informs  me  he  has  ordered  back  to  Chatta- 
nooga. 

In  consequence  of  the  orders  under  which  I am  acting,  I shall 
wait  here  at  this  point  for  further  orders,  having  dispatched  to 
Major-General  Sherman  all  of  the  particulars,  as  also  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Granger,  both  of  whom,  with  their  forces,  are  perhaps  in  your 
vicinity,  as  they  passed  up  the  river  three  days  since. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces. 

Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside. 

P.  S. — Our  supplies  are  limited  ; we  have  a small  supply  of  cattle, 
hogs,  and  sheep,  and  can,  I think,  get  along  for  meat,  but  the  bread 
question  troubles  us,  inasmuch  as  there  is  none  on  hand.  I am  for- 
aging for  subsistence  and  forage  both,  and  feel  hopeful  that  we  will 
subsist  both  men  and  animals  for  a short  while,  until  stores  can 
reach  us. 
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Headquarters, 

Strawberry  Plains,  December  15,  1863 — 8 a.  m. 

General  : I have  just  received  a lengthy  dispatch  from  Colonel 
Palmer,  commanding  Anderson  Cavalry,  which  will  reach  you  to- 
day by  courier.  The  substance  is  that  he  with  his  command  ad- 
vanced to  near  Morristown,  and  found  a division  of  cavalry  there 
and  in  that  vicinity,  and  that  it  is  unsafe  to  go  into  Morristown,  and 
thinks  likely  a rebel  raid  will  be  made  down  the  river  and  perhaps 
to  this  place. 

Colonel  Palmer  had,  with  the  telegraph  party  and  escort,  fallen 
back  to  a point  15  miles  above  this  place  and  awaits  further  orders. 
Colonel  Palmer  dispatches  also  that  he  heard  cannonading  between 
Morristown  and  Bean’s  Station. 

I have  thought  it  advisable  to  telegraph  to  you  the  substance  of  the 
dispatch  in  advance  of  the  dispatch,  that  you  may  give  such  instruc- 
tions by  telegraph  as  you  may  see  proper. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Near  Nancy’s  Ferry, 

December  16,  1863. 

General  : I arrived  here  and  proceeded  at  once  to  station  the 
proper  pickets,  both  infantry  and  cavalry.  The  cavalry  pickets  I 
have  supported  by  infantry.  All  is  quiet.  It  is  reported  that  the 
enemy  are  15  miles  from  here,  and  some  say  8 miles ; the  same  is  mere 
rumor. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Parke. 


United  States  Forces, 

River  Road,  near  Nance’s  Ferry,  December  17,  1863. 

General  : I have  reliable  information  that  a rebel  force  crossed 
the  river  above  here  last  night  at  Stone’s  F erry,  4 miles  from  here. 
I hear  firing  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Strawberry  Plains,  re- 
sembling the  skirmishing  of  pickets,  and  I think  it  more  than  likely 
that  they  have  gone  down  the  river  on  the  south  side  and  attacked 
the  pickets  there.  There  was  1 man  killed  on  outpost  last  night, 
but  all  is  quiet  now. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding,  &c.  J 

Major-General  Parke. 


United  States  Forces, 
Richland  Creek,  December  17,  1863. 
General  : The  enemy  have  attacked  and  driven  in  both  my  cav- 
alry and  infantry  pickets,  and  are  in  force,  both  mounted  and  dis- 


Chap.  XLIJI.J 


THE  KJS'O.XVILIJ*:,  TEN:sE[SSEE,  cahtalox. 


449 


riiounted  forces.  J am  niomeiitarily  expecting  tlie  attack  on  me  in 
force;  the  firing  has  commenced.  I Inive  ahoiit  1)00  men  that  will  do, 
as  inncli  as  any  other  900  can. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  (I.  SPEARS, 

Brigadier- General. 

General  Parke. 


Near  Nance’s  Ferry, 

Dece/rnher  17,  1861). 


General  : Yours  is  at  hand.  I have  my  whole  force  on  the  south- 
east side  of  Richland  Creek,  and  maintain  my  position  as  yet.  Tlie 
hatter y,  however,  is  on  the  northwest  side  and  has  a good  position, 
n^he  enemy  is  still  advancing  and  has  driven  my  pickets  pretty  well 
nil  in.  Their  line  of  battle  is  vdthin  600  yards  of  my  position. 
They  are  on  foot  and  horseback,  with  artillery.  We  have  liad  heavy 
skirmishing,  the  enemy  evidently  intending  to  make  feints  both  on 
my  right  and  left  flanks.  They  have  been  promptly  met  and  re- 
pel! (h1.  We  will  endeavor  to  do  our  whole  duty  as  Avell  as  we  can. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Major-General  Parke. 


United  States  Forces, 

Soatheast  Side  Richland  Creek,  December  17,  1863. 

General:  Yours  of  to-day  is  at  hand,  in  obedience  to  which  I 

immediately  forward  to  you , who  is  well  acquainted 

with  the  fords  from  Strawberry  Plains  up.  I can  also  inform  you 
that  Mills’  Ford  and  Nance’s  Ford  are  both  fordable,  having  been 
forded  to-day.  Both  of  these  fords  are  above  the  mouth  of  Richland 
Creek.  I have  held  my  ground  and  have  advanced  my  forces  some  ; 
the  enemy  make  bold  demonstrations,  but  do  not  seem  to  take  hold. 
They  have  withdrawn  from  sight  and  I have  thrown  forward  three 
companies  as  skirmishers  to  feel  of  them.  They  have  been  gone 
about  fifteen  minutes,  and  no  report  yet. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding,  &c. 

Major-General  Parke. 

Headquarters  First  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Richland  Creek  December  18,  1863. 

General  : Your  dispatch  just  received.  All  is  quiet  in  my  front, 
and  nothing  demonstrated  by  the  enemy  since  last  night.  I dis- 
patched you  yesterday  evening  of  the  position  I occupied.  My  skir- 
mishers advanced  about  one-half  mile  and  drew  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  artillery,  and  then  fell  back  to  the  former  positioii  first 
occupied  by  me  on  arriving,  where  they  now  are.  On  my  left,  and 
across  the  creek,  is  stationed  Colonel  Bond,  with  one  brigade  of  cav- 
alry, dismounted,  in  support  of  my  artillery,  which  has  a fine  posi- 
tion on  the  other  side,  on  a hill.  My  line  extends  on  the  right  to  a 
point  some  400  yards  from  Richland  Creek,  there  connecting  with 
our  forces,  whom,  I am  informed,  are  a part  of  the  Ninth  Army 
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Corps.  I have  just  been  shown  a dispatch  by  General  Elliott  speak- 
ing of  line  of  couriers  extending  from  the  right  of  your  line  of  battle 
to  my  left.  I have  no  information  of  there  being  any  courier  there ; 
it  has  not  been  reported  to  me.  General  Elliott,  with  a part  of  his 
division,  has  arrived  ; of  this  you  have  been  notified  by  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 

Brig  ad  ter- General,  &c, 

Major-General  Parke. 

Headquarters  First  East  Tenn.  Brigade, 

Richland  Creek,  December  18,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

General  : There  has  nothing  transpired  in  ni}^  immediate  front 
to-day.  I have  ordered  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  forward,  which 
was  done.  They  returned ; reiiort  large  smoke,  indicating  a large 
force  some  2 miles  up  the  river,  extending  from  the  river  to  the  road 
a,] id  beyond  the  road.  Three  mounted  pickets  approached  my  lines 
this  morning,  and,  upon  being  fired  on,  withdrew.  The  road  from 
liere  to  Nance’s  Ferry  is  clear  of  any  rebel  force,  they  not  having 
returned  since  being  driven  back  yesterday  evening  ])y  my  skir- 
mishers. The  river  at  Nance’s  Ford  is  not  fordable.  General 
Elliott’s  cavalry  arrived  here  and  returned  in  a few  liours  to-day, 
the  same  way  that  it  came.  I maintain  my  position  stahi  quo. 

I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 

Brigcidier-  Gen  eral.  Commanding. 

3.10  p.  m. 

Two  women,  said  to  be  Union  ladies,  have  just  come  through  the 
rebel  lines  in  my  immediate  front,  and  report  a heavy  force  of  cav- 
alry and  infantry  (rebel)  about  4 miles  up  the  road. 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 

Brigadier-  General,  &c. 

Major-General  Parke. 

Headquarters  First  East  Tenn.  Brigade, 

Richland  Creek,  December  19,  1863. 

General  : All  is  quiet  in  my  front  to-day.  I made  a reconnais- 
sance this  morning  some  34  miles  up  the  road  to  where  the  enemy 
had  his  outposts  last  night ; they  fled,  but  were  visible  upon  the 
Indian  Ridge,  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  where  we  went 
to.  I do  not  believe  that  they  are  in  very  strong  force  ; all  cavalry 
and  mounted  infantry  ; they  perhaps  have  a battery.  When  they 
made  the  attack,  the  citizens  who  live  up  the  country  say  that  three 
regiments  dismounted ; two  of  them  formed  a line  of  battle  and  one 
held  in  reserve.  There  was  a considerable  number  of  cavalry  also 
held  in  reserve,  as  well  as  cavalry  on  each  flank.  They  are  encarnpod 
from  4 miles  above  here,  extending  up  to  Masengale’s  Mill,  8 miles, 
which  mill  and  a distillery  they  are  running.  The  Holston  has  risen 
from  4 to  6 feet.  Richland  Creek  is  not  fordable  for  2 miles  up  from 
its  mouth,  the  first  mile  being  too  deep  in  consequence  of  backwater 
from  the  ri  ver — which  is  now  up  to  the  mill-dam — the  second  mile  in 
consequence  of  backwater  from  the  dam.  The  bridge  is  the  only 
means  of  crossing  Richland  for  2 miles  from  its  mouth  up,  and  that 
can  be  destroyed  in  a very  few  minutes,  if  it  becomes  necessary. 
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I have  reliable  information  from  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and 
that  is,  there  are  a few  rebels  in  New  Market  and  some  at  Dan- 
dridge.  I further  understand  that  Colonel  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  is  now  on  the  south  side  of  French  Broad  River. 
There  is  some  forage  north  of  here,  between  me  and  wliere  the  rebels 
are  encamped  on  this  side,  but  near  their  picket  lines.  If  you  desire 
it,  and  will  send  a section  of  artillery  and  two  regiments,  I will  take 
one  of  my  regiments  and  go  up  there  and  gather  it  for  you. 

I am,  general,  very  resjjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 
Brigadier- General,  &c. 

Major-General  Parke. 

Hdqrs.  First  East  Tenn.  Brigade,  U.  S.  Forces, 

Richland  Creek,  December  22,  1863. 

General  : I have  just  been  informed  by  Captain  Haworth,  Third 
Tennessee  Infantry,  who  is  returned  from  a reconnaissance  from  my 
front,  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  on  my  line.  A Union  lady  re- 
ports to  me  the  same  information,  and  says  the  whole  force  are 
coming  this  way.  Their  pickets  are  this  side  of  the  position  I occu- 
pied while  out  yesterday  morning  with  my  command.  They  occupy 
the  hill  where  I had  the  section  of  artillery  posted,  and  at  the  point 
where  you  found  me  yesterday.  They  are  in  force.  I am  on  the 
alert  with  my  command  and  shall  not  permit  them  to  come  farther 
than  is  possible. 

Yours,  &c., 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 
Brigadier-  General,  &c. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke,  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  Tenn. 


No.  57. 

Organization  of  the  Troops  in  East  Tennessee  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Army,  November  30,  1863.* 
LONGSTREET'S  CORPS. 


m’ laws’  division. 

Mai.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws, 


Kersh  a id’s  B rigade. 

2d  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  D.  Ken- 
nedy. 

3d  South  Carolina, Col.  James  D.  Nance. 

7th  South  Carolina,  Col.  D.  Wyatt  Aiken. 

8th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  W.  Hena- 
gan. 

IJith  South  Carolina,  Col.  Joseph  F.  Gist. 

3d  South  Carolina  Battalion,  Lieut. 
Col.  William  G.  Rice. 

Humphreys'  Brigade. 

13th  Mississippi,  Col.  Kennon  McElroy. 

17th  Mississippi,  Col.  WiUiam  D.  Holder. 

18th  Mississippi,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Griffin. 

21st  Mississippi,  Col.  William  L.  Bran- 
don. 


Wofford’s  Brigade. 

16th  Georgia,  Col.  Henry  P.  Thomas. 
18th  Georgia,  Col.  S.  Z.  Ruff. 

24th  Georgia,  Col.  Robert  McMillan. 
Cobb’s  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  Luther  J. 
Glenn. 

Phillips  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Bar- 
clay. 

3d  Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 
Lieut.  Col.  N.  L.  Hutchins,  jr. 

Bryan’s  Brigade. 

10th  Georgia,  Col.  John  B.  Weems. 

50th  Georgia,  Col.  Peter  McGlashan. 

51st  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Ball. 

53d  Georgia,  Col.  James  P.  Simms. 


* Including  Ransom’s  division  of  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East 
Tennessee.  The  commanders,  except  in  Ransom’s  division,  are  given  as  reported 
for  November  20. 
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Artillery. 


Maj.  A.  Leyden. 

Peeples’  (Georgia)  Battery,  Capt.  Tyler  M.  Peeples. 
Wolihiii’s  (Georgia)  Battery,  Capt.  Andrew  M.  Wolihin. 
York’s  (Georgia)  Battery,  Capt.  Billington  W.  York. 

hood’s  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  Micah  Jenkins. 


Jenkins’  Brigade. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Col.  Franklin  W. 
Kilpatrick. 

2d  South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col.  Thomas 
Thomson. 

5th  South  Carolina,  Col.  A.  Coward. 

6th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  Bratton. 
Hampton  Legion,  Col.  Martin  W.  Gary. 
Palmetto  ShaiiDshooters,  Col.  Joseph  1 
Walker. 

Robertson's  Brigade. 

Jd  Arkansas,  Col.  Van  H.  Manning. 

1st  Texas,  Col.  A.  T.  Rainey. 

4th  Texas,  Col.  J.  C.  G.  Key. 

5th  Texas,  Col.  R.  M.  Powell. 


Law's  Brigade. 

4th  Alabama,  Col.  Pinckney  D.  Bowles. 
15th  Alabama,  Col.  William  C.  Oates. 
44th  Alabama,  Col.  William  F.  Perry. 
47th  Alabama,  Col.  M.  J.  Bulger. 

48th  Alabama,  Col.  James  L.  Sheffield. 

Anderson's  Brigade. 

7th  Georgia,  Col.  W.  W.  Wliite. 

8th  Georgia,  Col.  John  R.  Towers. 

9th  Georgia,  Col.  Benjamin  Beck. 

11th  Georgia,  Col.  F.  H.  Little. 

59th  Georgia,  Col.  Jack  Brown. 


Benning's  Brigade. 

2d  Georgia,  Col.  Edgar  M.  Butt. 

15th  Georgia,  Col.  Dudley  M.  Du  Bose. 
17th  Georgia,  Col.  Wesley  C.  Hodges. 
20th  Georgia,  Col.  J.  D.  Waddell. 


Artillery. 

Col.  E.  Porter  Alexander. 

Fickling’s  (South  Carolina)  Battery,  Cajit.  William  W.  Fickling. 
Jordan’s  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Tyler  C.  Jordan. 

Moody’s  (Louisiana)  Battery,  Capt.  George  V.  Moody. 

Parker’s  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  William  W.  Parker. 

Taylor’s  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Osmond  B.  Taylor. 

Woolf  oik’s  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Pichegru  Woolf  oik,  Jr. 

BUCKNER’S  DIVISION.* 

Brig.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson. 


Johnson's  Brigade. 


Oracle's  Brigade. 


17th  and  23d  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  Watt 
W.  Floyd. 

25th  and  44th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
L.  McEwen,  jr. 

63d  Tennessee,  Maj.  John  A.  Aiken. 


41st  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  G. 

•Trimmier. 

43d  Alabama,  Col.  Young  M.  Moody. 

1st  Battalion,  Hilliard’s  Alabama  Le- 
gion, Maj.  Daniel  S.  Troy. 

2d  Battalion,  Hilliard’s  Alabama  Le- 
gion, Capt.  John  H.  Dillard. 

3d  Battalion,  Hilliard’s  Alabama  Le- 
gion, Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  A. 
Sanford. 

4th  Battalion,  Hilliard’s  Alabama  Le- 
gion, Maj.  John  D.  McLennan. 


* Attached  to  Longstreet’s  corps. 
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CAVALRY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Martin, 
martin’s  division. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  T.  Morgan. 

1st  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  D.  T.  Blakey. 

3d  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  H.  Mauldin. 

4tli  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Hambrick. 

7th  Alabama,  Col.  James  C.  Malone,  jr. 

51st  Alabama,  Capt.  M.  L.  Kirkpatrick, 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  J.  J.  Morrison. 

1st  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  W.  Davitte. 

2d  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  M.  Ison. 

3d  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  Thompson. 

4th  Georgia,  Col.  Isaac  W.  Avery. 

6th  Georgia,  Col.  John  R.  Hart. 

ARMSTRONG’S  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Frank  C.  Armstrong. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Y.  C.  Humbs. 

4th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  Paul  F.  Anderson. 

8th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  Ferdinand  H.  Daugherty. 

9th  Tennessee,  Col.  Jacob  B.  Biffle. 

10th  Tennessee,  Col.  Nicholas  N.  Cox. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  C.  H.  Tyler. 

Clay’s  (Kentucky)  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezekiel  F.  Clay. 
Edmundson’s  (Virginia)  Battalion,  Maj.  Sylvester  P.  McConnell. 
Jessee’s  (Kentucky)  Battalion,  Maj.  A.  L.  McAfee. 

Johnson’s  (Kentucky)  Battalion,  Maj.  O.  S.  Tenney. 

WHARTON’S  DIVISION. 

First  Brigadje. 

Col.  Thomas  Harrison. 

8d  Arkansas,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  J.  Henderson. 

66th  North  Carolina  (Sixth  Cavalry),  Col.  George  N.  Folk. 

8th  Texas,  Lieut.  Col.  Gustave  Cook. 

11th  Texas,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Bounds. 

Artillery. 

Freeman’s  (Tennessee)  Battery,  Capt.  A.  L.  Huggins. 
White’s  (Tennessee)  Battery,  Capt.  B.  F.  White,  jr. 
Wiggins’  (Arkansas)  Battery,  Capt.  J.  H.  Wiggins. 
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RANSOM’S  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  Jr. 


Corse's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Montgomery  D.  Corse. 

IStli  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Morri- 
son. 

29th  Virginia,  Col.  James  Giles. 

30th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  S. 
Chew. 

Wharton's  Brigade  Sharpshooters. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gabriel  C.  Wharton. 

30th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  J. 
Lyle  Clarke. 

45th  Virginia,  Col.  William  H.  Browne. 
51st  Virginia,  Col.  Augustus  Forsberg. 


Williams'  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  H.  L.  Giltner. 

16th  Georgia  Battalion,  Maj.  Edward  Y. 
Clarke. 

4th  Kentucky,  Maj.  Nathan  Parker. 
May’s  (Kentucky)  Regiment,  Lieut.  Col. 
Edwin  Trimble. 

1st  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  Onslow  Bean. 
64th  Virginia,  Col.  Campbell  Slemp. 


Jackson's  Brigade. 

Brig,  Gen.  Alfred  E.  Jackson. 

Thomas’  (North  Carolina)  Regiment, 
Lieut.  Col.  James  R.  Love. 

Walker’s  Battalion,  Mai.  James  A.  Mc- 
Kamy. 


Jones'  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  E.  Jones. 

8th  Virginia,  Col.  James  M.  Corns. 

21st  Virginia,  Col.  William  E.  Peters. 
27th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col. 

Henry  A.  Edmundson.* 

34th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  V.  A. 
Witcher. 

36th  Virginia  Battalion,  Capt.  C.  T. 
Smith. 

37th  Virginia  Battalion,  Maj.  James  R. 
Claiborne. 

Jenkins'  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  Milton  J.  Ferguson. 

14th  Virginia,  Col.  James  Cochran. 

16th  Virginia,  Col.  Milton  J.  Ferguson. 
17th  Virginia,  Maj.  Frederick  F.  Smith. 


Artillery. 

Otey  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  David  N.  Walker. 

Rhett  (Tennessee)  Battery,  Capt.  William  H.  Burroughs. 
Ringgold  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt.  Crispin  Dickenson. 
Tennessee  Battery,  Capt.  Hugh  L.  W.  McClung. 
Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  George  S.  Davidson. 

Virginia  Battery,  Capt.  William  M.  Lowry. 


No.  58. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  James  Long  street,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Confederate  Forces  in  East  Tennessee,  f with  charges  against  Brig. 
Genls.  E.  M.  Laiu  and  J.  B.  Robertson,  and  resulting  correspond- 
ence. 


Headquarters  Department  of  East  Tennessee, 

Russellville,  January  10,  1864. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  troops  in  the  late  campaign  in  East  Tennessee.  As  I do 


* See  also  Tyler’s  brigade,  Armstrong’s  division. 

f See  also,  in  Part  HI,  Longstreet’s  orders  and  miscellaneous  correspondence  with 
Bragg,  Carter,  Cooper,  Davis,  Jenkins,  B.  R.  Johnson,  Jos.  E.  Johnston,  Samuel 
Jones,  William  E.  Jones,  Leadbetter,  McLaws,  Martin,  Ransom,  Seddon,  Vance, 
Vaughn,  and  Wheeler. 


ckap.  xLnr.]  THE  knoxvii.le,  tkn'NEssfJ':,  (;.\mpai<jx.  455 

jiot  know  where  General  Bragg  is,  I niust  ask  you  to  send  liim  the 
report  for  his  remarks.  I have  not  been  ai)le  to  have  a ina]j  of  tlie 
topography  of  the  country.  I shall  endeavor  to  send  you  one  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  obtained. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LOJSTGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding, 

Headquarters, 

Russellville,  East  Tenn.,  January  1,  18G4. 

General  : About  November  1,  a camp  rumor  reached  me  to  the 
effect  that  I was  to  be  ordered  into  East  Tennessee,  to  operate  against 
the  enemy’s  forces  at  and  near  Knoxville.  Such  a move  had  not  oc- 
curred to  me  previously  as  i)racticable.  I therefore  set  to  work  to 
fix  upon  some  plan  by  which  it  might  be  executed.  After  two  da}' s' 
reflection  I concluded  the  move  might  be  made  with  safety  by  with- 
drawing our  army  behind  the  Chickainauga  to  some  strong  position, 
at  the  same  time  withdrawing  our  forces  then  at  Sweetwater,  so  as  to 
give  out  the  impression  that  we  were  concentrating  behind  the  Chick- 
amauga,  but  at  the  same  time  to  make  a rapid  movement  by  the  most 
retired-route  into  East  Tennessee  with  a force  of  20,000,  and  to  strike 
the  enemy  so  suddenly  and  so  severely  that  his  force  should  be 
crushed  before  he  could  know  anything  of  our  purposes ; then  to 
retire  to  meet  the  enemy  at  Chattanooga,  or,  better,  to  operate  rap- 
idly against  his  rear  and  flank.  The  reason  for  retiring  behind  the 
Chickamauga  with  our  main  force  was,  that  our  extended  line  being 
so  near  the  enemy  would  enable  him  to  concentrate  and  march  against 
any  point  of  it  in  twenty  minutes  after  leaving  his  works. 

The  day  after  arriving  at  this  conclusion  (November  3)  I was  called 
to  council  by  the  commanding  general,  with  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee  and  Major-General  Breckinridge.  The  subject  of  the  move- 
ments of  our  army  being  called,  campaigns  were  proposed  and  dis- 
cussed, and  pronounced  by  those  familiar  with  the  country  as  im- 
practicable, owing  to  the  scarcity  of  supplies  in  the  country.  The 
campaign  in  East  Tennessee  was  then  discussed,  and  I proposed  the 
plan  that  I have  already  mentioned. 

A campaign  was  settled  upon.  Two  divisions  (McLaws’  and 
Hood’s),  under  my  command,  were  spoken  of  as  the  force  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  execute  it.  I repeated  my  apprehensions  about  our  lines 
thus  weakened  remaining  so  near  the  enemy’s  works,  but  failed  to 
make  any  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  other  officers,  and  en- 
deavored to  explain  that  the  force  that  I would  have  would  be  too 
weak  to  operate  with  that  promptness  which  the  occasion  seemed  to 
require.  At  the  end  of  the  consultation  I was  ordered  verbally  to 
begin  my  preparations  for  the  campaign. 

After  reaching  my  headquarters  I gave  orders  for  the  wit li  draw al 
of  Alexander’s  battalion  of  artillery  at  once,  and  ordered  General 
McLaws  to  withdraw  his  division  after  night;  these  commands  to 
march  the  following  day  to  Tyner’s  Station,  to  take  the  cars  for  Sweet 
Water.  Leyden’s  artillery  was  withdrawn  the  next  day,  and  Hood’s 
division  the  following  night.  Leyden  s artillery  and  Hood’s  division 
were  ordered  to  meet  the  cars  at  the  tunnel  through  Missionary  Ridge. 
I applied  at  general  headquarters  for  maps  and  information  about 
the  country  that  I was  to  operate  in ; also  for  a quartermaster  and 
commissary  of  subsistence  who  knew  the  resources  of  the  country. 
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and  an  engineer  officer  who  had  been  serving  on  Major-General 
Bnckner's  staff  at  Knoxville.  Kone  of  the  staff'  officers  asked  for 
^cere  sent  me.  nor  were  any  of  the  maps,  except  one  of  the  conntry 
between  the  Hiwassee  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Major-General  Buck- 
ner was  kind  enough  to  give  me  some  inaccurate  maps  of  the  country 
along  the  Holston — all  that  he  had.  The  best  one  a map  of  roads 
and  rivers  only. 

There  was  much  delay  in  getting  the  troops  up  to  Sweet  Water  by 
rail.  As  I had  no  control  over  this  transportation  I could  apply  no 
remedy  further  than  to  make  details  from  my  command  to  assist 
wherever  aid  was  needed.  Letters  from  the  commanding  general's 
headquarters  seemed  to  urge  upon  me  the  importance  of  prompt 
movements  in  a spirit  which  appeared  to  intimate  that  the  delays 
which  had  occurred  were  due  to  some  neglect  of  mine,  or  some  want 
of  appreciation  on  my  part,  of  the  importance  of  prompt  and  ener- 
getic action.  As  I had  urged  from  the  moment  the  campaign  was 
proposed  the  importance  of  such  action,  I thought  that  I ought  not 
to  have  been  urged  on  in  such  a tone,  particularly  as  all  of  the  de- 
lays that  had  occurred  were  upon  the  railroad  over  which  I had  no 
control.  Hence  my  letter  of  the  11th,  in  answer  to  Lieutenant  Ellis' 
of  the  9th.  I mention  this  not  as  an  excuse  for  the  letter,  but  in 
palliation  of  it. 

Major-General  Stevenson,  who  had  been  in  command  of  our  forces 
at  Sweet  Water,  told  me  with  entire  confidence  in  his  information  that 
the  enemy’s  forces  were  23,000.  This  information  he  had  also  sent 
to  General  Bragg.  This  I now  believe  to  be  a correct  statement  of 
the  enemy’s  force  under  General  Burnside  upon  his  entrance  into 
East  Tennessee.  He  also  informed  me  that  he  had  not  been  advised 
of  my  move,  and  so  far  from  being  ordered  to  have  rations  or  sup- 
plies for  us,  he  was  ordered  to  send  everything  of  the  kind  to  the 
army  of  Chattanooga. 

As  my  orders  were  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  East  Tennessee,  or, 
if  possible,  capture  him,  I determined  that  the  only  possible  chance 
of  succeeding  in  either  or  both  was  to  move  and  act  as  though  Iliad 
a sufficient  force  to  do  either.  I endeavored,  therefore,  to  do  as  1 
should  have  done  had  the  20,000  men  that  I asked  for  been  given  me. 
Had  the  means  been  at  hand  for  making  the  prox^er  moves  1 should 
have  marched  for  the  rear  of  Knoxville  via  Morganton  and  Mary- 
ville, and  gained  possession  of  tlie  heights  there  by  forced  marches. 
My  transportation  was  so  limited,  however,  that  I could  not  sx^are  a 
wagon  to  haul  the  X)ontoons  for  our  bridge.  The  only  move  that  1 
could  make  under  the  circumstances  was  by  crossing  the  ri^^er  where 
the  cars  delivered  the  bridge — Loudon. 

On  the  night  of  November  13,  Major-General  Wheeler  Avas  de- 
tached with  three  of  his  brigades  of  cavalry,  with  orders  to  surxirise 
a cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  at  Maryville  (reported  to  be  a brigade), 
(*apture  it,  and  move  on  to  the  rear  of  Knoxville  and  endeavor  to  get 
])ossession  of  some  of  the  heights  on  the  south  side,  and  to  hold  them 
until  our  arrival,  or  failing  in  this,  to  tlireaten  the  enemy  at  Knox- 
ville, so  as  to  prevent  his  concentrating  his  forces  against  _us  before 
Ave  reached  Knoxville.  He  surprised  the  force  at  Maryville  (only 
about  400  strong),  captured  a x>^^H,  and  dispersed  the  balance  of  it. 
He  moved  on  to  Knoxville  and  failed  to  get  possession  of  any  of  the 
heights  which  commanded  the  toAvn,  but  created  the  diversion  in  in}" 
favor. 

His  other  brigade,  under  Colonel  Hart,  Avas  sent  down  to  Kingston 
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as  soon  a.s  we  ci'osst‘(l  tlie  river,  v'ilii  oi-ders  to  break  up  any  force 
that  the  eiieniy  ini^lit  Inive  tliere,  and  to  leave  a regiment  tliere  on 
picket.  The  balance  of  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  retuiai  to  our 
column  and  advance  to  Campbell’s  station,  in  front  of  General  Mc- 
Laws’  division.  After  making  the  diversion  at  Knoxville,  General 
Wheeler  was  ordered  to  retire  and  rejoin  us  by  crossing  the  Holston 
on  our  right  flank. 

Colonel  Alexander,  cliief  of  artillery,  and  Major  Clarke,  chief  en- 
gineer, were  sent  to  select  a point  where  we  could  make  a crossing- 
in  front  of  the  enemy,  that  being  the  oidy  place  to  which  we  could 
transport  the  bridge.  Fortunately  a A^ery  good  point  was  found 
near  Loudon  at  Huff’s  Ferry  the  day  before  the  troops  got  up.  Most 
of  the  troops  being  up  on  the  12th,  the  order  to  adA’-ance  on  the  13th 
at  daylight  was  issued.  The  troops  then  in  rear  came  up  duidiig  the 
night  of  the  12th,  and  these  moA^ed  forA^ard  to  join  us  as  soon  as 
they  could  cook  their  rations.  The  head  of  the  column  was  halted 
near  Loudon  beyond  the  enemy's  Anew  during  the  day,  and  the  cars 
with  the  pontoons  Avere  stopped  out  of  sight  till  after  night.  A 
select  detail  was  made  to  throw  across  the  i-iver  in  advance,  and 
details  were  made  to  roll  the  cars  up  to  the  nearest  point  of  the  river 
as  soon  as  dark  came  on.  At  dark  the  cars  were  pushed  up  and  the 
boats  were  taken  down  to  the  river  as  quietly  as  possible,  Avith  the 
hope  that  Ave  might  surprise  and  capture  the  enemy’s  pickets  on  the 
opposite  bank.  The  information  that  we  got  from  our  cavalry  pick- 
ets not  being  accurate,  we  failed  in  the  effort.  The  i)icket  escaped 
and  gave  the  alarm,  but  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  molest  us. 

The  night  of  the  1 3th  and  14th  Avas  occupied  in  laying  the  bridge 
and  in  crossing. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  a considerable  infantry  force  adA^anced 
and  skirmished  with  us  for  some  time,  driving  in  our  line  of  sharp- 
shooters and  deploying  along  our  front  as  if  to  give  battle. 

Upon  moving  out  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  enemy  Avas  found 
to  be  retiring.  The  sharpshooters  of  Hood’s  division,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Logan,  after  a brisk  skirmish  drove  in  the  enemy's 
rear  in  some  confusion,  he  taking  up  his  line  of  retreat  along  the 
road  which  folloAvs  the  railroad.  Not  having  a map  of  the  topog- 
I’aphy  of  the  country,  I Avas  of  necessity  de^jendent  upon  such  infor- 
mation as  I could  get  from  the  guides  and  from  my  own  obser A^ation . 
I found  that  the  enemy  in  retiring  to  his  line  of  retreat  had  crossed 
a considerable  ridge,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  railroad,  and  is 
impassable  to  A^ehicles  except  at  certain  gaps.  Putting  a small  force 
at  the  pass  over  Avhich  the  enemy  retired,  I advanced  along  the  west 
side  of  the  ridge  on  a road  running  parallel  Avith  the  ridge  and  to 
tlie  road  by  Avhich  the  enemy  must  retire. 

Arriving  opposite  Lenoir’s  Station  I found  a picket  guard  of  the 
enemy  at  a gap  in  the  ridge.  After  a little  examination  I found  the 
enemy  at  Len(>ir's  in  considerable  force  and  taken  completely  by 
surprise,  flunking  that  our  force  immediately  in  his  rear  Avas  the 
only  force  tliat  Avas  adA^ancing.  With  confident  hope  of  reaping  the 
full  benefit  of  this  sur]H*ise  1 moved  down  upon  him.  The  groiind 
Avas  so  muddy  and  the  hills  so  high  (almost  mountains)  that  AveAvere 
not  able  to  get  one  division  up  and  in  position  till  after  night. 
Some  the  trooj^s  Avere  sent  under  guides  after  night  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  roads  in  the  enemy’s  rear,  and  about  midnight  General 
J enkins  advanced  his  brigade  and  got  possession  of  the  only  ground 
that  the  enemy  could  expect  to  occupy  to  give  battle. 
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When  daylight  came  it  was  found  that  the  guides  had  failed  to 
put  the  troops  upon  the  right  road,  and  that  the  enemy  had  during 
the  night  abandoned  part  of  his  wagon  train  and  made  a hurried  re- 
treat. Hood’s  division  was  put  in  pursuit,  and  McLaws’  division, 
being  on  the  road  to  Campbell’s  Station,  was  ordered  to  move  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  and  endeavor  to  intercept  the  enemy  (in 
full  retreat)  at  Campbell’s  Station.  Jenkins’  sharpshooters  pursued 
rapidly,  skirmishing  nearly  all  of  the  time  and  making  every  effort 
to  force  the  enemy  to  make  a stand,  but  did  not  succeed  in  doing  so 
until  after  he  had  passed  Campbell’s  Station.  He  escaped  General 
McLaws  also  and  took  a strong  position  east  of  Campbell’s  Station. 
As  soon  as  General  McLaws  got  up  he  was  ordered  to  deploy  three 
of  his  brigades  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  to  put  his  other  brigade 
upon  a ridge  on  our  left,  so  as  to  threaten  the  enemy’s  right. 

At  the  same  time  Colonel  Alexander  put  his  artillery  in  position, 
and  General  J enkins  was  ordered  with  Hood’s  division  around  the 
enemy’s  left,  and  upon  arriving  opposite  the  enemy’s  position  to 
make  an  attack  upon  that  flank,  while  General  McLaws  was  advanc- 
ing against  the  enemy’s  front  to  follow  Jenkins’  attack.  The  flank 
movement  and  fire  of  our  batteries  caused  the  enemy  to  retreat  in 
some  haste.  McLaws’  division  advanced  promptly  and  brought  the 
enemy  to  a stand  about  a mile  farther  toward  his  rear  in  a more 
commanding  position.  If  General  Jenkins  could  have  made  his  at- 
tack during  this  movement,  or  if  he  could  have  made  it  after  the 
enemy  had  taken  his  second  position,  we  must  have  destroyed  this 
force,  recovered  East  Tennessee,  and  in  all  probability  captured  the 
greater  portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces.  He  attributes  his  failure  to 
do  so  to  some  mismanagement  of  General  Law.  Before  I could  get 
a staff  officer  to  him  to  ascertain  the  occasion  of  the  delay  night  came 
on  and  our  efforts  ceased.  The  enemy  drew  off  as  soon  as  it  was 
dark  and  retired  to  KnoxA^ille. 

We  advanced  again  at  daylight,  but  only  came  up  with  the  enemy’s 
rear  guard  of  cavalry.  There  was  more  or  less  skirmishing  with 
this  force  until  our  line  of  skirmishers  and  our  advanced  battery 
came  under  the  fire  from  the  enemy’s  fort  at  the  northwest  angle  of 
his  lines  at  Knoxville.  His  line  of  skirmishers  was  about  1,000  yards 
in  front  of  his  works.  General  McLaws’  skirmishers  engaging  them. 
Hart’s  brigade  of  cavalry  was  ordered  over  to  the  Clinton  road  to 
drive  in  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  and  as  soon  as  Hood's  divis- 
ion came  up  it  was  ordered  over  to  that  road,  and  Hart’s  cavalry  was 
sent  on  to  the  Tazewell  road,  so  as  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the 
escape  of  the  enemy.  I rode  over  to  the  Clinton  road  to  make  an  ex- 
amination of  the  country  and  select  some  position  for  Hood’s  divis- 
ion before  night. 

The  next  day,  on  riding  to  General  McLaws’  front,  I found  that 
the  enemy’s  pickets  occupied  the  same  ground  that  they  held  the 
day  before,  and  that  his  line  had  been  strengthened  during  the  night 
by  making  a defense  of  rails.  Colonel  Alexander  was  ordered  to  rise 
his  guns  against  this  defense,  and  succeeded  once  or  twice  in  driving 
the  enemy  off'  from  some  points  of  it ; but  our  skirmishers  did  not 
move  up  to  occupy  it,  and  the  enemy  returned  to  it.  I finally  or- 
dered General  McLaws  to  order  his  troops  up  to  take  the  position. 
Part  of  the  troops  moved  up  handsomely  and  got  jiartial  possession : 
others  faltered  and  sought  shelter  under  a rise  of  the  ground,  wdieu 
Captain  Winthrop,  of  Colonel  Alexander’s  staff , appreciating  the  dan- 
ger of  delay  at  such  a moment,  mounted  his  horse  and  dashing  up  to 
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the  front  of  our  line  led  the  troojjs  over  the  work.  He  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  receive  a severe  wound  in  this  affair.  (.)ur  force  was  not 
strong  enough  to  risk  an  assault  from  so  great  a distance  from  tlie 
enemy’s  works.  He  had  as  many  as  we  in  a strong  position  fortified. 
We  went  to  work,  therefore,  to  make  our  way  forward  by  gradual 
and  less  hazardous  measures,  at  the  same  time  making  examinations 
of  the  enemy’s  entire  positions. 

General  Wheeler  retired  from  Knoxville  and  crossed  the  Holston 
near  Louisville  and  joined  us  on  the  18th.  His  three  brigades  were 
stationed  on  the  Tazewell  road,  and  Hart’s  brigade  was  sent  back  to 
Kingston,  where  a brigade  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  reported  to 
be.  Our  transportation  being  limited  we  had  brought  no  tools  for 
intrenching  or  other  work,  except  those  that  our  small  pioneer  par- 
ties had.  We  were  so  fortunate,  however,  as  to  capture  a large 
number  of  picks  and  spades  in  the  abandoned  wagons  of  the  enemy 
at  Lenoir’s  Station ; also  a pontoon  bridge  in  the  river  near  that 
place.  We  had  the  tools  brought  up  by  our  cavalry  upon  their 
horses,  and  set  to  work  to  strengthen  our  position  and  make  advances 
by  throwing  our  picket  lines  forward  at  night.  The  enemy’s  line 
along  General  Jenkins’  front  seemed  very  weak  and  his  entire  line 
very  long. 

Upon  an  examination  of  his  line  on  the  20th,  on  the  Clinton  road. 
General  Jenkins  thought  that  he  might  push  in  his  skirmishers  and 
find  the  means  of  breaking  the  enemy’s  line.  Ho  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance his  skirmishers  a little  before  night,  and  to  have  his  command 
ready,  and  if  the  opportunity  proved  favorable  to  throw  his  entire 
force  upon  the  enemy  and  break  his  line.  A little  after  dark  he  re- 
ported the  matter  impracticable.  Our  line  was  then  about  700  yards 
from  the  enemy’s.  After  careful  examination  I became  convinced 
that  the  true  key  to  the  enemy’s  position  was  by  the  heights  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Holston,  and  crossed  a small  force  (Law’s  and  Rob- 
ertson’s brigades)  in  fiat-boats  and  obtained  possession  of  one  of  the 
heights  near  and  opposite  the  lower  end  of  the  enemy’s  line.  This 
position  gave  us  command  of  the  fort  and  line  in  front  of  General 
McLaws,  but  the  range  from  the  hill  to  the  fort  was  too  great  for 
our  limited  supply  of  ammunition.  With  a view  to  operations  on 
a more  extensive  scale  on  the  south  side,  the  pontoon  bridge  that  we 
ha.d  captured  was  ordered  up.  Our  first  effort  was  to  get  it  up  by  the 
river,  but  that  was  reported  impracticable,  as  there  were  rapids  that 
the  boats  could  not  be  hauled  over.  We  were,  therefore,  obliged  to 
send  wagons  to  haul  the  bridge. 

On  the  22d,  General  McLaws  seemed  to  think  his  line  near  enough 
for  an  assault,  and  he  was  ordered  to  make  it  at  dark  on  that  night. 
General  Jenkins  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  to  co-operate.  After 
night  General  McLaws  reported  against  the  assault,  saying  that  his 
officers  would  prefer  to  attack  by  daylight. 

On  the  23d  instant  [?],  Major-General  Wheeler,  in  conformity  with 
instructions,  moved  upon  Kingston  with  three  brigades  of  cavalry. 

A portion  of  the  next  day  was  passed  in  skirmishing  with  tlie 
enemy  at  that  place.  General  Wheeler  finally  desisting  and  with- 
drawing a short  distance  on  account  of  the  strong  position  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  superior  numbers  which  he  reports  him  to 
have  had.  Colonel  Hart,  who  was  left  at  Kingston  with  a brigade 
of  cavalry,  reported  that  the  enemy’s  force  in  front  of  General 
Wheeler  there  consisted  of  but  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  a 
battery  of  artillery. 
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On  the  24tli,  General  Wheeler  received  orders  from  General  Bragg 
to  rejoin  him  in  person,  and  in  accordance  with  those  orders  the 
command  of  the  cavalry  was  turned  over  to  Major-General  Martin. 
The  official  report  of  General  Wheeler  will  explain  fully  his  opera- 
tions before  Kingston.  The  cavalry,  with  the  exception  of  one  bri- 
gade, returned  from  Kingston  on  the  26th,  and  resumed  its  opera- 
tions about  Knoxville. 

On  the  23d,  I received  a telegram  from  the  commanding  general 
informing  me  that  the  enemy  had  moved  out  and  attacked  him  at 
Chattanooga.  Later  on  the  same  day  I received  another  dispatch 
announcing  that  the  enemy  was  still  in  front  of  him,  hut  the  firing- 
had  ceased.  On  the  night  of  the  same  day  his  letter  of  the  22d  was 
received. 

On  the  25th,  I received  a telegram  from  Brig.  Gen.  B.  R.  Johnson, 
at  Loudon,  informing  me  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  advancing 
upon  Charleston.  As  I had  received  nothing  from  the  commanding 
general  on  the  24th,  I concluded  that  the  enemy  had  moved  out  on 
the  23d  for  the  purpose  of  threatening  him,  while  he  passed  his  cav- 
alry out  for  the  purpose  of  making  a raid  on  Charleston  and  thus  cut 
off  the  re-enforcements  then  on  their  way  to  me. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th,  General  Leadbetter  joined  me.  We 
made  a hasty  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy’s  entire  position  on  the 
26th.  From  the  heights  on  the  south  side  he  pronounced  the  enemy’s 
fort  in  front  of  General  McLaws  assailable.  After  riding  around  the 
enemy’s  lines,  however,  he  expressed  his  preference  for  an  attack 
against  Mabry’s  Hill,  at  the  northeast  of  the  position. 

On  the  27th,  a more  careful  examination  of  Mabry’s  Hill  was  made 
hy  Generals  Leadbetter,  Jenkins,  Colonel  Alexander,  and  myself. 
The  opinion  of  all  on  this  day  was  that  the  ground  over  which  the 
troops  would  have  to  pass  was  too  much  exposed  and  the  distance  to 
be  overcome  under  fire  was  too  great.  General  Leadbetter  was 
urgent  that  something  should  be  done  quickly,  but  admitted  that  the 
way  to  the  enemy’s  position  was  by  the  heights  on  the  south  side. 

On  the  27th,  Colonel  Giltner’s  brigade  of  cavalry,  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Ransom’s  command,  arrived  near  Knoxville  for  co-operation 
with  me,  and  on  the  28th  Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  reported  with  his 
brigade  of  cavalry  of  the  same  command. 

On  the  26th  and  27th,  we  had  various  rumors  of  a battle  having- 
been  fought  at  Chattanooga,  the  most  authentic  being  from  telegraph 
operators.  There  seemed  to  be  so  many  reports  leading  to  the  same 
conclusion  that  I determined  that  I must  attack,  and,  if  possible,  get 
possession  of  Knoxville. 

The  attack  upon  the  fort  was  ordered  for  the  28th,  but  in  order  to 
get  our  troops  nearer  the  works  the  assault  was  postponed  until  day- 
light of  the  29th.  The  line  of  sharpshooters  along  our  entire  front 
was  ordered  to  be  advanced  at  dark  to  within  good  rifle-range  of  the 
enemy’s  lines,  and  to  sink  rifle-pits  during  the  night  in  its  advanced 
position,  so  that  the  sharpshooters  along  our  whole  line  might  engage 
the  enemy  upon  an  equal  footing,  while  our  columns  made  the  assault 
upon  the  fort. 

Our  advance  at  night  was  very  successful,  capturing  60  or  70  pris- 
oners without  any  loss.  The  assault  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  three 
of  General  McLaws’  brigades,  his  fourth  being  held  in  readiness 
for  further  operations.  General  Jenkins  was  ordered  to  advance  a 
brigade  a little  later  than  the  assaulting  columns  and  to  pass  the  en- 
emy’s lines  east  of  the  fort,  and  to  continue  the  attack  along  the 
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enemy’s  rear  and  flank.  Two  brigades  of  Major-General  Buckner's 
division,  under  Brig.  Gen.  B.  K.  Johnson,  liaving  arrived  the  day 
before,  were  ordered  to  move  in  rear  of  General  Me  Laws,  and  at  a 
convenient  distance,  to  be  thrown  in  as  circumstances  might  require. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  General  McLaws’  letter  of  that  date  was 
received.  General  McLaws'  letter  was  shown  to  General  Leadbet- 
ter,  and  my  answer  was  read  to  him.  General  Leadbetter  then  sug- 
gested the  postscript  which  I added  to  the  answer.  The  assault  was 
made  at  the  appointed  time  by  Generals  Wofford’s,  Humphreys’, 
and  Bryan’s  brigades.  The  troops  were  not  formed  as  well  to  the 
front  as  they  should  have  been.  Their  lines  should  have  been  formed 
close  up  on  our  line  of  rifle-pits,  which  would  have  given  them  but 
about  200  yards  to  advance  under  fire.  Instead  of  this  the  lines  were 
formed  several  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  pits. 

My  orders  were  that  the  advance  should  be  made  quietly  until 
they  entered  the  works,  which  was  to  be  announced  by  a shout.  The 
troops  moved  up  in  gallant  style  and  formed  handsomely  at  the  out- 
side of  the  ditch.  As  I approached  the  troops  seemed  to  be  in  good 
order  at  the  edge  of  the  ditch,  and  some  of  the  colors  appeared  to  be 
on  the  works.  When  within  about  500  yards  of  the  fort  I saw  some 
of  the  men  straggling  back,  and  heard  that  the  troops  could  not  pass 
the  ditch  for  want  of  ladders  or  other  means.  Almost  at  the  same 
moment  I saw  that  the  men  were  beginning  to  retire  in  considerable 
numbers,  and  very  soon  the  column  broke  up  entirely  and  fell  back 
in  confusion.  I ordered  Buckner’s  brigade  halted  and  retired,  and 
sent  the  order  for  Anderson’s  brigade,  of  Hood’s  division,  to  be 
halted  and  retired,  but  the  troops  of  the  latter  brigade  had  become 
excited  and  rushed  up  to  the  same  point  from  which  the  others  had 
been  repulsed,  and  were  soon  driven  back.  Officers  were  set  to  work 
to  rally  the  men,  and  good  order  was  soon  restored. 

About  half  an  hour  after  the  repulse  Major  Branch,  of  Major- 
General  Ransom’s  staff*,  arrived  with  a telegram  from  the  President 
through  General  Ransom,  informing  me  that  General  Bragg  had 
retired  before  superior  numbers,  and  directing  that  I should  proceed 
to  co-operate  with  him.  Orders  were  issued  at  once  for  our  trains 
to  move  back  to  Loudon  in  order  that  we  might  follow  as  soon  as 
possible  to  rejoin  General  Bragg. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I received  a note  from  General 
Wheeler,  by  General  Bragg’s  authority,  directing  that  I should 
rejoin  him  at  Ringgold,  if  practicable.  Reports  began  to  come  in  at 
the  same  time  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  at  Cleveland.  As  the 
note  of  General  Wheeler  seemed  to  indicate  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  I could  effect  a junction  with  General  Bragg,  I ordered  my 
trains  to  return  to  me  at  Knoxville.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  best 
thing  for  us  was  to  hold  the  enemy  at  Knoxville  until  the  army  at 
Chattanooga  should  be  obliged  to  make  heavy  detachments  to  suc- 
cor the  garrison  at  Knoxville,  and  that  in  that  way  we  would  be 
able  to  relieve  General  Bragg’s  army,  and  give  him  time  to  rally  and 
to  receive  re-enforcements.  The  principal  officers  of  the  command 
were  called  to  advise,  and  the  general  opinion  expressed  was,  that  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  attempt  to  rejoin  General  Bragg  with  the 
lights  then  before  us.  About  this  time  two  messengers  came  from 
General  Bragg  to  state  that  he  had  retired  to  Dalton,  and  that  I 
must  depend  on  my  own  resources.”  Upon  this  I determined  to  re- 
main at  Knoxville  until  seriously  threatened  by  a succoring  army 
from  Chattanooga,  and  wrote  to  General  Ransom,  then  at  Rogers- 
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ville,  to  move  down  and  join  me  and  aid  me  in  reducing  the  enemy, 
or  to  aid  me  in  the  event  that  a small  succoring  force  should  attempt 
to  relieve  Knoxville. 

On  December  1,  Colonel  Giltner,  commanding  one  of  General  Ran- 
som’s brigades  of  cavalry,  reported  to  me  that  he  had  received  orders 
from  General  Ransom  that  he  (Colonel  Giltner),  with  his  brigade, 
should  rejoin  General  Ransom. 

On  the  same  day  a courier  from  General  Grant  was  captured,  bear- 
ing an  autograph  letter  to  General  Burnside  with  the  information 
that  three  columns  were  advancing  to  his  relief — one  by  the  south 
side,  under  General  Sherman ; one  by  Decherd,  under  General 
Elliott,  and  one  by  Cumberland  Gap,  under  General  Foster.  The 
enemy  were  then  reported  as  pressing  our  forces  below  Loudon  with 
superior  numbers.  General  Vaughn,  in  command  at  Loudon,  had 
been  ordered  to  move  all  stores  that  he  could  haul  to  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  and  to  be  prepared,  in  case  the  enemy  marched  against 
him  with  superior  forces,  to  destroy  such  property  as  he  could  not 
remove,  and  to  cross  the  river  with  his  troops  and  join  me  at  Knox- 
ville. General  Leadbetter,  who  was  at  Loudon  before  this,  had 
been  requested  by  me  to  order  General  Vaughn  to  rejoin  General 
Bragg’s  army  by  passing  through  the  mountains,  if  he  thought  it 
practicable. 

Major-General  Wheeler  wrote  about  the  same  time  for  the  cavalry 
of  General  Bragg’s  army  serving  with  me  to  be  returned  to  that 
army.  As  I was  cut  off  from  all  communication  and  entirely  depend- 
ent upon  the  surrounding  country  for  supplies,  and  threatened  from 
all  sides,  I did  not  think  it  prudent  to  dispense  with  the  cavalry  and 
declined  to  send  it.  As  General  Vaughn  was  not  sent  to  General 
Bragg,  as  suggested,  and  was  seriously  threatened  by  the  enemy  in 
his  rear  (the  enemy’s  force  at  Kingston  also  being  reported  as  in- 
creasing), he  was  ordered  to  destroy  everything  that  he  could  not 
remove  that  would  be  of  value  to  the  enemy,  and  to  proceed  to  join 
me  at  Knoxville.  As  our  position  at  Knoxville  was  somewhat  com- 
plicated, I determined  to  abandon  the  siege  and  to  draw  off  in  the 
direction  of  Virginia,  with  an  idea  that  we  might  find  an  opportu- 
nity to  strike  that  column  of  the  enemy’s  forces  reported  to  be 
advancing  by  Cumberland  Gap. 

The  orders  to  move,  in  accordance  with  this  view,  were  issued  on 
December  2. 

Gur  trains  were  put  in  motion  on  the  3d  to  cross  the  Holston  at 
Strawberry  Plains,  escorted  by  Generals  Law’s  and  Robertson’s  bri- 
gades, of  Hood’s  division,  and  one  of  Alexander’s  batteries. 

On  the  night  of  the  4th,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  west 
side  of  Knoxville  and  inarched  around  to  the  east  side,  when  they 
took  up  a line  of  march  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Holston  River. 
General  Martin,  with  his  own  and  General  Ransom’s  cavalry,  was 
left  at  Knoxville  to  cover  the  movement.  As  our  march  was  not 
interrupted  by  the  enemy,  we  were  enabled  to  reach  Blain’s  Cross- 
Roads  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  where  we  met  General  Ransom 
with  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  his  command. 

On  the  6th,  we  marched  to  Rutledge,  where  we  remained  until  the 
8th.  As  there  was  no  indication  of  a force  moving  from  Cumber- 
land Gap,  I did  not  feel  that  I should  keep  General  Bragg’s  cavalry 
any  longer ; and  as  the  enemy’s  cavalry  had  moved  out,  and  seemed 
disposed  to  annoy  us — I could  not  remain  so  near  him  and  depend 
upon  our  small  cavalry  force  to  protect  our  foraging  trains — I con- 
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eluded  to  retire  to  Rogersville  and  to  order  General  Bragg’s  cavalry 
back  to  Georgia. 

We  accordingly  niarclied  for  Rogersville  on  the  8th,  ordering  all 
of  our  cavalry  except  Giltner’s  brigade  across  the  Holston,  near 
Bean’s  Station.  Martin’s  cavalry,  belonging  to  General  Bragg’s 
army,  was  ordered  to  return  to  that  army  through  the  mountains  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  Jones’  brigade,  of  General  Ran- 
som’s command,  to  cover  the  movements  of  our  troops  and  trains  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Holston. 

The  column  reached  Rogersville  on  the  9th.  The  accounts  that 
we  got  of  the  resources  of  the  country  were  favorable,  and  we  halted 
and  put  our  trains  out  getting  provisions,  &c.  As  there  were  not 
enough  mills  to  grind  more  than  Hour  to  feed  the  command  froni 
day  to  day,  we  were  obliged  to  reduce  the  bread  ration  one-half  in 
order  to  accumulate  a few  days’  rations. 

On  the  10th,  I received  a telegram  from  the  President  which 
seemed  to  give  me  discretionary  power  with  regard  to  the  troops 
and  their  niovement.  The  order  for  General  Martin’s  cavalry  to  re- 
turn to  General  Bragg  was  countermanded  at  once,  and  it  was  held 
in  position  between  our  main  force  and  the  enemy. 

On  the  12th,  I received  information  that  I thought  reliable  that  a 
part  of  the  enemy’s  re-enforcements  from  Chattanooga  had  returned 
to  that  place,  and  that  the  enemy  had  a force  consisting  of  three 
brigades  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry  at  Bean’s  Station,  his  main 
force  being  between  Rutledge  and  Blain’s  Cross-Roads. 

Orders  were  issued  for  the  troops  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  on 
the  14th,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  surprise  and  capture  the 
enemy’s  force  at  Bean’s  Station,  our  main  force  to  move  directly 
down  from  Rogersville  to  Bean’s  Station.  General  Martin,  with  four 
brigades  of  cavalry,  was  to  move  down  on  the  south  side  and  cross 
the  Holston  opposite  Bean’s  Station,  or  below,  and  General  W.  E. 
Jones,  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  was  to  pass  down  on  the  north 
side  of  Clinch  Mountain  and  prevent  the  enemy’s  escape  by  Bean’s 
Station  Gap. 

On  the  13th  and  that  night  we  had  heavy  rains,  which  retarded 
our  march  and  made  a slight  rise  in  the  Holston.  The  infantry 
column,  however,  reached  Bean’s  Station  in  good  time  and  surprised 
the  enemy  completely.  General  W.  E.  Jones  also  got  his  position 
in  good  time  and  captured  a number  of  the  enemy’s  wagons.  His 
information  with  regard  to  our  movements,  however,  was  not  cor- 
rect, and  he  retired  from  the  gap  after  securing  his  captured  wagons. 
General  Martin  w'as  not  heard  at  his  crossing  till  about  night.  He 
then  only  crossed  a part  of  his  command,  and  afterward  withdrew 
it.  As  our  column  was  composed  of  infantry  and  artillery  only,  we 
could  only  drive  the  enemy  back.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  R.  Johnson,  com- 
manding Buckner’s  division,  advanced  directly  against  the  enemy 
and  drove  him  steadily  to  the  buildings  at  Bean’s  Station,  where  he 
met  with  a strong  resistance. 

General  Kershaw,  at  the  head  of  General  McLaws’  division,  was 
ordepd  in  upon  the  right  of  Johnson  to  push  forward  and  cut  off 
the  force  that  was  occupying  the  gap,  and  then  to  pass  down  upon 
the  left  flank  of  the  force  in  the  valley.  General  Kershaw  executed 
his  orders  literally  and  most  promjjtly  ; but  we  could  not  catch  the 
enemy’s  cavalry.  Tlie  night  was  dark  and  General  Kershaw  halted 
after  he  had  executed  his  orders.  Our  cavalry  was  not  up,  and  the 
enemy  escaped  to  a strong  position  3 miles  from  us.  During  the 
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] light  he  strengthened  his  position  hy  rail  defenses  and  some  re- 
enforcements.  He  AYas  fonnd  in  this  position  in  the  morning. 

Upon  ordering  Major-General  McLaws  to  send  a part  of  his  com- 
inand  up  in  the  gap  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  to  capture  the  force 
that  had  been  cut  off  there,  he  informed  me  that  his  troops  had  had 
no  bread  rations  for  tAA^o  days.  I directed  him  to  send  a brigade  up. 
and  to  hurry  his  rations  up  and  have  them  issued  and  cooked  at 
once. 

General  Jenkins,  commanding  Hood’s  division,  Avas  ordered  to 
pursue  at  daylight,  Avhich  he  did,  and  found  the  enemy  in  the  posi- 
tion above  mentioned,  3 miles  beloAv  Bean’s  Station,  tlpon  a casual 
examination  the  force  appeared  to  be  the  cavalry  that  we  had  en- 
gaged the  day  before.  I directed  General  Jenkins  to  examine  the 
force  and  position,  and  to  attack  if  he  found  an  opportunity.  I rode 
back  to  secure  the  force  in  the  gap,  reported  by  the  citizens  at  the 
station  to  be  stronger  than  I had  supposed.  Humphreys’  brigade 
had  been  ordered  into  the  gap,  and  upon  reaching  it  he  found  that 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  everything  except  his  arms,  and  escaped 
during  the  night  by  passing  along  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

Brigadier-General  LaAv,  with  his  own  and  Brigadier-General  Robert- 
son’s brigade,  had  been  on  detached  service  guarding  our  trains,  and 
Avas  some  8 miles  behind  his  division  on  the  night  of  the  14th.  He 
had  been  ordered  to  join  it  on  the  13th,  but  did  not  succeed  in  doing 
so. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th,  he  was  ordered  to  march  early  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  and  join  the  division  as  soon  as  he  possibly  could.  He 
1‘eported  to  General  Jenkins,  the  diAusion  commander,  between  3 and  4 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  If  he  started  at  the  hour  that  he  should 
have  done  (6  o’clock)  he  must  have  been  about  11  hours  marching  as 
many  miles.  General  Jenkins  reports  that  the  enemy  re-enforced 
Avith  infantry  before  General  Law  joined  him. 

A little  before  sunset  General  Jenkins  reported  that  he  thought 
the  enemy  was  preparing  to  advance  against  him.  I ordered  Gen- 
eral McLaws  to  send  him  one  of  his  brigades  to  re-enforce  him. 
General  McLaws  sent  me  in  reply  that  his  men  had  not  yet  had  any 
bread  rations.  He,  hoAvever,  sent  the  brigade  ordered  up.  The  en- 
emy’s move,  which  created  the  impression  of  his  advance,  was  prob- 
ably caused  by  the  appearance  of  General  Martin’s  ca^mlry  on  his 
flank. 

A little  after  night  the  enemy  retreated  and  our  skirmishers  oc- 
cupied their  defenses.  The  pursuit  was  ordered  by  daylight  by 
Hood’s  division  of  infantry  and  Martin’s  cavalry.  As  I rode  to  the 
front  General  Law  preferred  a complaint  of  hardships,  &:c.  Gen- 
eral McLaAYS  Avas  not  yet  fed,  and  there  seemed  so  strong  a desire  for 
rest  rather  than  to  destroy  the  enemy,  that  I was  obliged  to  abandon 
the  pursuit,  although  the  enemy  Avere  greatly  demoralized  and  in 
some  confusion.  This  Avas  the  second  time  during  the  campaign 
when  the  enemy  was  completely  in  our  power,  and  we  allowed  him  to 
escape  us.  General  Martin  A\^as  ordered  to  pursue  with  his  caA^aby. 

General  Armstrong,  who  followed  immediately  behind  the  enemy, 
reported  his  retreat  so  rapid  that  he  could  not  bring  him  to  a stand 
until  he  reached  Blain’s  Cross-Roads.  There  he  made  a successful 
stand  against  our  cavalry.  After  exhausting  the  supply  of  forage 
between  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  and  Rogersville,  the  command  was 
moAmd  to  its  present  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston  and 
ordered  to  make  shelters  for  the  winter. 
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As  we  did  not  succeed  in  bringing  the  enemy  to  battle,  tiiere  was 
but  little  opportunity  for  personal  distinction  on  the  part  of  sub- 
ordinate officers.  1 should niention,  however,  Brig.  Gen.  B.  K.  John- 
son for  his  line  march  from  Cloud’s  Creek  to  Bean’s  Station  (about 
16  miles  over  very  bad  roads),  and  for  his  handsome  attack  upon  the 
enemy’s  cavalry,  driving  him  steadily  back.  Brigadier-General 
Gracie  (who  was  severely  wounded)  and  Brigadier-General  Kershaw 
for  their  very  creditable  parts  in  the  same  affair.  Brigadier-General 
Jenkins  for  his  vigorous  pursuit  from  Lenoir’s  Station.  Brigadier- 
Generals  Anderson,  Humphreys,  and  Bryan  for  their  gallant  assault 
on  the  enemy’s  fort  at  Knoxville  on  November  2!1. 

Colonel  Ruff,  of  the  Eighteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  had  command 
of  Wofford’s  brigade  in  the  same  assault.  He  was  killed  at  the 
ditch.  He  was  a very  promising  officer,  and  is  a great  loss  to  the 
service  and  his  country. 

In  this  assault  Colonel  McElroy,  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Volun- 
teers, and  Colonel  Thomas,  Sixteenth  Georgia  Volunteers,  also  fell. 
Their  bodies  were  afterward  found  in  the  ditch  of  the  fort  foremost 
in  the  attack. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Fiser,  Seventeenth  Mississippi,  lost  an  arm 
after  having  mounted  the  parapet. 

Lieutenant  Cumming,  adjutant  of  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  Volun- 
teers, with  great  gallantry  rushed  up  to  the  fort  with  10  or  12  of  his 
men,  and  made  his  way  through  an  embrasure  to  the  interior,  where 
the  party  was  finally  captured. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Foster,  of  Jenkins’  brigade,  who  had 
charge  of  the  select  party  thrown  across  the  Tennessee  on  the  night 
of  November  13,  vras  highly  creditable,  both  as  to  the  coolness  of  the 
officer  and  the  skill  with  which  his  party  was  handled. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Logan  had  at  various  times  through  the  cam- 
paign control  of  the  line  of  skirmishers  of  Hood’s  division,  and 
always  managed  it  with  courage  and  skill. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Winthrop  has  already  been  noticed.  The 
gallantry  of  this  officer  on  the  occasion  referred  to  was  most  con- 
spicuous, and  had  the  happiest  effect  in  leading  the  troops  over  the 
enemy’s  cover,  at  which  they  had  faltered. 

Colonel  Alexander,  chief  of  artillery,  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for 
his  untiring  efforts  and  zeal  throughout  the  campaign  and  during 
the  siege. 

I desire  to  express  my  obligations  to  the  officers  of  my  staff — Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Sorrel,  Major  Latrobe,  Major  Fairfax,  Major  Walton, 
Lieutenant  Goree,  Lieutenant  Dunn,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manning, 
and  Captain  Manning  (signal  officer) — for  their  usual  assistance  and 
attention. 

My  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Dunn,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
leg  during  the  siege  of  Knoxville. 

In  the  absence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manning,  chief  of  ordnance, 
during  the  greater  portion  of  the  campaign,  the  affairs  of  his  depart- 
ment were  well  conducted  by  his  assistant.  Lieutenant  Dawson. 

Major  Moses,  chief  commissary  ; Major  Taylor,  chief  quarter- 
master ; Captain  Potts,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Surgeons  Cul- 
len and  Barksdale  displayed  their  usual  intelligence  and  energy  in 
the  administration  of  their  respective  departments. 

I refer  to  the  reports  of  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  and 
chief  quartermaster  for  information  in  regard  to  the  condition  of 
their  departments  upon  our  arrival  at  Sweet  Water  ; also  to  the 
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accompanying  copies  of  letters  in  explanation  of  onr  affairs  at  the 
beginning  and  during  the  progress  of  the  campaign. 

As  the  case  of  Brigadier-General  Robertson  has  more  or  less  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  campaign,  it  should  be  mentioned  iit  this 
report.  As  his  division  commander  had  made  several  complaints  of 
Ins  incompetency,  it  was  suggested  to  me  by  higher  authority  that 
I should  ask  for  a board  of  officers  to  examine  and  report  upon  his 
case.  It  was  suggested  at  the  same  time  that  when  he  was  relieved 
to  attend  the  board  another  brigadier  could  be  sent  to  the  brigade. 
The  board  of  officers  was  asked  for  by  me  and  ordered  by  the  com- 
manding general;  but  the  brigadier  was  left  in  command  of  the 
brigade.  He  seemed  to  exercise  an  injurious  influence  over  the 
troops,  and  I was  induced  again  to  ask  that  he  be  relieved.  An 
order  was  issued  relieving  the  officer  at  my  request.  When  the 
ti’oops  were  started  upon  the  campaign  I found  to  my  surprise  that 
Brigadier-General  Robertson  had  been  ordered  back  to  the  command 
of  his  brigade.  The  letters  and  orders  in  the  case  are  a part  of  this 
report.  Brigadier-General  Robertson  is  now  in  arrest  under  charges 
of  a serious  character. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Jjieuienant-  Genera  I,  Comm  anding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters, 

' Russellville,  East  Tenn.,  January  19,  1864. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjidant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  : In  my  report  of  the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee  I neg- 
lected to  state  that  Brigadier-General  Law,  with  his  own  and  Briga- 
dier-General Robertson’s  brigade,  was  ordered  to  make  a diversion 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston  at  the  same  time  that  the  attack  was 
made  on  the  enemy’s  fort  by  Major-General  McLaws,  and  that  he 
succeeded  in  turning  the  enemy’s  position  and  got  possession  of  his 
trenches  at  the  point  of  his  attack.  This  diversion  on  the  south  side 
I have  learned  since  had  the  effect  to  prevent  the  reserve  intended  for 
the  enemy’s  fort  re-enforcing  there,  and  that  there  was  but  150  men 
in  the  fort,  and  that  at  one  time  it  was  virtually  surrendered,  but  that 
our  troops  did  not  enter,  and  the  enemy  recovered  courage  and  again 
opened  fire.  May  I ask  the  favor  to  have  this  attached  as  part  of 
my  report  of  the  campaign  ? 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

A D DEN  DA. 

Headquarters  Corps, 

November  1,  1863. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

A ss  Istant  A djutant-  General : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  ask  that  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Robert- 
son be  relieved  from  the  command  of  his  brigade  pending  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board  now  examining  his  case.  This  officer  has  been 
(Mnn])]ained  of  so  frequently  for  want  of  conduct  in  time  of  battle 
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that  I apprehend  that  the  abandonment  by  his  brigade  of  its  posi- 
tion of  the  night  of  the  28th  may  have  been  due  to  his  want  of 
hearty  co-operation. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

No.  284.  ) Missionary  Ridge,  November  2,  1863. 

Se.  4:  4:  % ijc  :ic  ♦ 

VI.  At  the  request  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  Brigadier- 
General  Robertson  will  be  relieved  from  duty  while  the  proceedings 
and  actions  of  the  examining  board  in  his  case  are  pending. 

* Hs  4;*  * * * 5|« 

By  command  of  General  Bragg : 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

No.  290.  ) Missionary  Ridge,  November  8,  1863. 

VII.  The  proceedings  of  the  examining  board  in  the  case  of 
Brigadier-General  Robertson  having  been  suspended  by  the  move- 
ment of  troops,  Brigadier-General  Robertson  will  rejoin  his  com- 
mand until  the  board  can  renew  its  session. 

4:  ^ ^ 4:  4:  4c 

By  command  of  General  Bragg : 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  33.  ) Russellville,  Tenn.,  December  23,  1863. 

4:  4s  4c  4«  4c  4c  4s 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Robertson  will  proceed  to  Bristol,  and  there 
await  the  assembling  of  the  court  for  the  trial  of  his  case. 

* 4«  4c  4:  4c  4c  4c 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters, 

Russellville,  East  Tenn.,  December  30,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  : I am  here  without  authority  to  order  courts-martial  or 
any  other  authority  which  is  necessary  to  a separate  command.  I 
am  entirely  cut  off  from  communication  with  General  Bragg’s  army, 
and  cannot  get  from  those  headquarters  orders  for  courts,  boards  of 
examination,  or  anything  else.  I desire  to  be  assigned  as  part  of 
some  other  officer’s  command,  whom  I may  reach  with  less  trouble 
and  in  less  time.  A part  of  General  S.  Jones’  command  is  with  me, 
and  should  remain  here  if  the  Department  intends  that  this  should 
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be  a field  for  future  operations.  If  tlie  command  is  to  remain,  it 
should  be  so  understood  from  the  Department. 

If  this  field  is  to  be  held  Avith  a view  to  future  operations,  I ear- 
nestly desire  that  some  other  officer  be  sent  to  the  command.  If  a 
senior  officer  can  be  sent,  I can  cheerfully  give  him  all  the  aid  in  my 
power.  If  none  but  a junior  can  be  spared,  it  will  give  me  much 
pleasure  to  relinquish  in  his  favor,  and  aid  him  by  any  suggestions 
that  my  experience  may  enable  me  to  give. 

I regret  to  say  that  a combination  of  circumstances  has  so  oper- 
ated during  the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee  as  to  prevent  the  com- 
plete destruction  of  the  enemy’s  forces  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It 
is  fair  to  infer  that  the  fault  is  entirely  AAdth  me,  and  I desire,  there- 
fore, that  some  other  commander  be  tried. 

I thought  it  necessary  a few  days  ago  to  relieve  Major-General 
McLaAvs  from  duty  with  this  command  and  to  order  him  to  Augusta, 
Ga.  Charges  will  be  forwarded  in  the  case  in  a few  days.  Since 
his  removal  I find  other  plans  in  operation,  some  which  seem  to  be 
Avith  a view  to  the  promotion  of  individuals,  and  others  probably  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  arduous  service  Avhich  my  troops  are 
exposed  to.  These  are  my  excuses.  But,  as  I have  already  stated, 
the  fair  and  proper  inference  is  that  the  fault  is  entirely  with  me.  I 
am  therefore  exceedingly  anxious  that  the  country  should  have  the 
services  of  some  officer  who  may  be  better  suited  to  such  a position. 
I believe  that  this  is  the  only  personal  favor  that  I have  asked  of 
the  Government,  and  I hope  that  I may  have  reason  to  expect  that 
it  may  be  granted. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  serA^ant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commandiiiy. 

[Indorsement.] 

January  5,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I have  telegraphed  General  Longstreet  that  no  authority  exists 
with  a commanding  general  to  relieve  officers  of  his  command  from 
duty  and  send  them  beyond  the  limits  of  his  command  ; that  he 
might  have  arrested  General  McLaAvs  on  his  charges  and  held  him 
to  await  the  action  of  the  Department,  and  that  he  had  better  now 
recall  him  for  that  purpose.  He  was  also  told  that  as  senior  officer 
in  the  Department  East  Tennessee  he  was,  by  military  rule  and  usage, 
the  commander  of  that  department,  Avith  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges pertaining  to  such  command.  He  has  therefore  the  right  to 
order  courts-martial,  except  in  cases  where  he  himself  prefers  the 
charges. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

Headquarters, 

Russellville,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond : 

General  : I liaA^e  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  charges  and  speci- 
fications against  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws*  and  against  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B. 
Robertson. 


" See  p.  508. 
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I have  no  authority  to  order  courts,  and  have  therefore  to  ask  that 
a court  be  ordered  for  the  trial  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Robertson.  Gen- 
(‘ral  McLaws  was  not  arrested  wlien  he  was  relieved  from  duty  here, 
lor  the  reason  that  it  was  supposed  that  Ids  services  might  he  im- 
portant to  the  Government  in  some  other  position.  If  such  is  the 
case,  I have  no  desire  that  he  should  be  kept  from  that  service,  or 
that  his  usefulness  should  be  impaired  in  any  way  by  a trial. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Comnian  d i ng. 


[Indorsements.] 

January  5,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

January  6,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President. 

Shall  General  Longstreet’s  earnest  request  to  be  relieved  be 
granted  ? Shall  the  court  to  try  the  charges  against  General  Mc- 
Laws and  General  Robertson  be  ordered  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDOI^, 

Secretary  of  War. 

It  will  be  proper  to  consider  the  question  of  a successor  before  de- 
ciding that  of  relieving  the  present  commander. 

The  charges  against  Major-General  McLaws  seem  to  imply  that 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  commanding,  had  ordered  those 
things  to  be  done  the  failure  to  do  which  are  charged,  and  in  that 
event  the  fault  was  very  grave. 

When  the  interests  of  the  service  will  permit  (the  charges  requir- 
ing investigation)  let  the  court  be  assembled. 

J.  D[AVIS.] 

January  11,  1864. 

Adjutant-General  : 

Might  not  a court  be  assembled  at  Bristol  or  Abingdon  during  the 
present  pause  in  operations,  or,  if  General  Longstreet  be  relieved,  in 
this  city  ? 

J.  A.  SEDDOR, 

Secretary. 

January  14,  1864. 

I think  the  court  had  better  be  assembled  at  Russellville,  where,  I 
presume,  all  the  witnesses  are,  or  in  that  vicinity,  and  especially  as 
General  Longstreet  himself  may  be  required  as  a witness. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Adjutant-General  : 

Your  suggestion  approved. 


January  16,  1864. 

Can  you  recommend  a court  ? 

J.  A.  S[EDDO]Sr,] 

Secretary, 
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Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Richmond,  January  26,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Garnett  Andrews,  assistant-adjutant 
general,  judge-advocate  of  the  general  court-martial  convened  by 
Paragraph  XXVI,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  21,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office,  January  26,  1864,  for  his  information. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 


CHARGE  AND  SPECIFICATION  AGAINST  BRIG.  GEN.  J.  B.  ROBERTSON. 


Charge. — Conduct  highly  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  he,  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Robert- 
son, his  command  being  under  orders  to  advance,  the  enemy  being 
immediately  in  front  and  in  retreat,  did  call  together  his  regimental 
commanders,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bryan,  Fifth  Texas  Regiment; 
Major  Winkler,  Fourth  Texas  Regiment,  and  Capt.  D.  K.  Rice,  First 
Texas  Regiment,  and  did  use  language  to  them  (his  said  regimental 
commanders),  in  substance,  as  follows:  That  there  are  but  three 
days’  rations  on  hand,  and  God  knows  where  more  are  to  come  from ; 
that  he  (meaning  himself,  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Robertson)  had 
no  confidence  in  the  campaign ; that  whether  we  whipped  the  enemy 
in  the  immediate  battle  or  not  we  would  be  compelled  to  retreat,  the 
enemy  being  believed  by  citizens  and  most  others  to  be  moving 
around  us,  and  that  we  were  in  danger  of  losing  a considerable  part 
of  our  army  ; that  our  men  were  in  no  condition  for  campaigning ; 
that  General  Longstreet  had  promised  shoes,  but  how  could  they  be 
furnished ; that  we  only  had  communication  with  Richmond,  and 
could  not  even  get  a mail  from  there  in  less  than  three  weeks ; that 
he  (meaning  himself,  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Robertson)  was  op- 
posed to  the  movement,  and  that  he  would  require  written  orders, 
and  would  obey  them  under  protest ; and  other  language  of  similar 
character,  all  of  which  language  was  calculated  to  discourage  them 
(the  said  regimental  commanders)  and  weaken  their  confidence  in 
the  movement  then  in  progress  for  the  development  of  the  campaign, 
to  create  a distrust  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  troops,  to  prejudice 
them  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  campaign,  and  tending  to 
prevent  that  hearty  and  hopeful  co-operation  necessary  to  success. 
All  this  near  Bean’s  Station,  Tenn.,  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of  De- 
cember, A.  D.  1863. 

M.  JENKIXS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

Witnesses : 

Lieut.  Col.  K.  Bryan,  Fifth  Texas  Regiment ; Maj.  C.  M. 
Winkler,  Fourth  Texas  Regiment;  Capt.  D.  K.  Rice,  First  Texas 
Regiment. 

[Indorsement.] 


Respectfully  forwarded,  asking  that  a general  court-martial  be 
ordered  to  try  the  case. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters, 

Greener ille.  East  Tenn.,  yfarch  2,2,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  lierewith  charge  and  speci- 
hcation  prepared  against  Brig.  Gen.  E.  ^1.  Law.  I desire  that  a 
court-martial  may  be  convened  for  his  trial  as  soon  As  exigencies  of 
the  service  may  permit. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

L ie utenan t- Ge n eral,  Co rn m a ndincj. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  resignation  within  referred  to  never  came  to  the  office.  It  aj)- 
pears,  from  inquiry  at  the  War  Department,  that  it  was  presented 
by  a friend  of  General  Law  unofficially  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
never  came  through  the  regular  channel  as  an  official  paper. 

S.  C[OOPER.] 

[Inclosure.] 

CHARGE  AND  SPECIFICATION  PREPARED  AGAINST  BRIG.  GEN.  E.  .AI. 

LAW,  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  SERVICE. 

Charge. — Conduct  highly  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military 
discipline. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  LaAv,  aforesaid,  did 
tender  the  resignation  of  his  office  as  brigadier-general  in  the  serAuce 
aforesaid,  and  did  obtain  a leave  of  absence  of  his  commanding  gen- 
eral, Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  in  consequence  thereof,  under  the 
pretext  that  it  was  his  (Brigadier-General  Law’s)  design  and  desire 
to  give  up  his  commission  for  service  in  the  caA^alry,  he  having  ar- 
ranged at  the  same  time  with  officers  of  his  brigade  to  petition  the 
War  Department  for  service  for  the  brigade  in  Alabama  or  else- 
where, with  the  expressed  purpose  of  aiding  the  petition  and  return- 
ing to  the  brigade  as  its  commander,  thus  obtaining  a leaA^e  of  ab- 
sence under  false  pretenses,  and  thus  deceiving  his  commanding- 
general  as  to  his  real  intentions,  and  thus  using  the  influence  of  his 
high  official  position  to  create  discontent  amongst  his  troops,  by  en- 
couraging them  to  hope  for  more  pleasant  service  in  some  field  other 
than  that  to  Avhich  they  properly  belong. 

This  near  Bean’s  Station,  East  Tenn.,  on  or  about  the  19th  of  De- 
cember, 1863. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-Genercd,  Commanding. 


Witnesses : 

Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  C.  S.  Army;  Lieut.  Col.  G.  M. 
Sorrel,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones, 
Forty-fourth  Alabama  Volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hardwick, 
Forty-eighth  Alabama  Volunteers;  Maj.  W.  Mack  Robbins,  Fourth 
Alabama  Volunteers;  Major  Loavther,  Fifteenth  Alabama  Volun- 
teers; Col.  W.  E.  Perry,  Forty-fourth  Alabama  Volunteers ; Cap- 
tain Clower,  Forty-seventh  Alabama  Volunteers;  Captain  Lindsey, 
Forty-seventh  Alabama  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Department  of*  East  Tennessee, 

Bristol,  April  8,  18G4. 

riejieral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Bispedor  (reneral,  Richmond , Va. : 

(tENERAL  : I liaA'e  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  additional  charge 
and  specification  against  Brig.  Gen,  E.  M.  Law,  C.  S.  Army.  This 
additional  matter  has  been  more  recently  ascertained. 

I remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LOHGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding . 

[Indorsement.] 

These  charges  are  not  entertained,  and  General  Law  has  been  or- 
dered to  assume  his  command.  See  dispatch  to  General  Buckner,  of 
April  18. 

S.  C [COPER.] 

[Inclosnre.] 

ADDITIONAL  CHARGE  AND  SPECIFICATION  PREFERRED  AGAINST  BRIG. 
GEN.  E.  M.  LAW,  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES  ARMY. 

Charge. — Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a gentleman. 
Specification. — In  this,  that  Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  LaAv  aforesaid,  hav- 
ing obtained  a leave  of  absence  from  his  commanding  general  (Lieut. 
Gen.  J.  Longstreet)  upon  the  tender  of  his  resignation  as  a brigadier- 
general  in  the  army  aforesaid,  did  ask  for  and  obtain  permission  of 
Ids  commanding  general  aforesaid  to  take  Avith  him  the  tender  of 
Ids  resignation  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  East 
Tennessee,  to  the  War  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  deliAmring 
the  said  official  communication  in  person,  and  did  take  said  com- 
munication from  the  headquarters  aforesaid,  and  did  purloin  or 
clandestinely  do  away  AAuth  said  communication,  thereby  abusing  the 
confidence  of  his  commanding  general  aforesaid,  and  robbing  the 
War  Department  of  its  true  and  proper  official  record. 

This  commencing  at  or  near  Bean’s  Station,  East  Tenn.,  on  or 
about  the  19th  day  of  December,  1863. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commianding. 

Witnesses : 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War;  Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet, 
C.  S.  Army ; Lieut.  Col.  G.  M.  Sorrel,  assistant  adjutant-general ; 
Capt.  J:  W.  Riely,  assistant  adjutant-general. 


Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office,  War  Dept.,  C.  S., 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  18,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  B.  Buckner, 

Bristol,  Tenn. : 

Send  Law’s  brigade  to  Charlottesville  to  report  to  General  Field. 
General  Law  will  be  relieved  from  arrest  and  put  in  command  of  it. 
The  charges  against  him  will  not  be  further  entertained. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Gokdonsviele,  A2)ril  26,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

Have  the  additional  charge  and  specification  preferred  against 
General  Law  been  received  at  your  office  ? 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

TAev  tenant-  Genera  1. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  April  27,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet: 

All  the  charges  against  General  Law  have  been  received.  They 
are  not  entertained,  and  he  has  been  ordered  to  resume  his  com- 
mand. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters,  April  30,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  charges 
preferred  by  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  against  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Law.* 

They  were  sent  to  me  when  the  originals  were  forwarded  by  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  to  Richmond  for  attention.  Hot  supposing  that  any 
action  on  my  part  would  be  necessary,  I did  not  consider  them 
when  I notified  General  Longstreet  that  Brigadier-General  Law’s 
brigade  had  been  ordered  to  join  him.  I informed  him  that  I had 
been  advised  that  the  charges  had  not  been  entertained,  and  that 
Brigadier-General  Law  had  been  restored  to  duty.  Upon  the  recep- 
tion of  General  Longstreet’s  reply,  which  I inclose,  I examined  the 
charges  against  General  Law,  and  find  them  of  a very  grave  char- 
acter. 1 think  it  due  to  General  Law,  as  well  *as  to  the  interests  of 
the  service,  that  they  should  be  investigated,  and  that  his  innocence 
or  guilt  should  be  declared  by  a court-martial.  There  have  been 
instances  of  officers  obtaining  indulgences  on  not  the  true  grounds, 
which  I think  discreditable  and  prejudicial  to  military  discipline, 
and  should  be  stopped.  The  only  doubt  in  my  mind  in  this  case,  is 
as  to  the  expediency  of  convening  a court  at  this  time.  If  it  is 
thought  unadvisable  to  do  so,  I would  recommend  that  General  Law 
be  relieved  from  duty  until  an  investigation  can  be  had. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General, 


[Indorsements.] 

May  5,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President,  with  the  original  charges 
against  General  Law,  being  the  same  as  the  copies  herewith. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


May  18,  1864. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  being  fully  informed  of  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  General  Law  in  the  matter  of  resignation. 


*See  pp.  471,  472. 
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will  communicate  them  to  General  Lee  as  the  reason  for  declining 
to  entertain  the  charges  on  tliat  point.  If  General  Law  has  misbe- 
haved at  Lookout  Mountain  or  elsewhere  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
charges  should  have  been  i^referred,  not  injurious  statements  made 
in  a letter  to  prejudice  his  case  in  a different  transaction.  General 
Longstreet  has  seriously  offended  against  good  order  and  military 
discipline,  in  rearresting  an  officer  who  had  been  released  by  the 
War  Department,  without  any  new  offense  having  been  alleged. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Hardee’s  Corps, 

Dalton,  Ga.,  Aijril  8,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet, 

Greeneville,  East  Tenn. : 

My  Dear  General  : I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  in  which  you  ask  me  to  give  you  my  recollections  of  the 
views  expressed  by  you  in  the  council  at  Missionary  Ridge  in  No- 
vember last  in  regard  to  any  campaign  for  our  army,  and  particu- 
larly your  views  in  regard  to  the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee. 

Your  first  proposition  in  that  council  was  to  turn  the  position  of 
Chattanooga  by  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  with  our  army  below 
Bridgeport,  to  march  on  Stevenson,  destroy  the  depot  at  that  place, 
and  move  into  Middle  Tennessee.  This  was  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  our  horses  would  starve  before  we  could  get  forage  for  their 
subsistence ; that  the  country  over  which  we  should  have  to  pass 
was  a barren  wilderness,  and  that  we  could  not  rely  on  any  supplies 
for  man  or  beast  before  reaching  Duck  River.  You  replied,  if  that 
was  the  case  and  our  horses  would  be  five  days  without  forage,  that 
the  plan  was  impracticable.  You  then  proposed  a movement  into 
East  Tennessee,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  15,000  men  would 
be  a force  sufficient  to  destroy  Burnside.  Bragg  stated  that  Sher- 
man, with  large  re-enfor(*ements,  was  on  his  way  to  join  Grant,  but 
he  and  others  were  of  opinion  that  the  army  sent  to  East  Tennessee 
could  whip  Burnside,  and,  if  need  be,  return  before  Sherman  could 
reach  Chattanooga.  It  was  agreed,  also,  that  the  movement  in  East 
Tennessee  would  compel  Grant  to  send  re-enforcements  to  that  quar- 
ter. The  movement  was  decided  on,  and  Bragg  stated  that  he  would 
send  your  corps,  and  would  make  such  additions  as  would  increase 
it  to  15,000  men.  I do  not  remember  that  anything  was  said  by  you 
touching  the  necessity,  in  view  of  this  movement,  of  retiring  the 
army  behind  the  Chickamauga.  It  is  but  just  to  say,  however,  that 
if  a proposition  of  that  character  had  been  made,  it  would  not,  in 
my  opinion,  have  been  approved  by  General  Bragg. 

With  best  wishes,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenaiit-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

April  27,  1864. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  yesterday,  informing  me  that  ‘‘the  President  had  declined 
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to  entertain  the  charges,  and  ordered  General  Law  to  be  restored  to 
duty.” 

The  “authorities  at  Richmond ” are  aware  that  it  is  my  opinion 
tliat  our  failures  at  Lookout  Mountain  on  the  29th  of  October,  and 
at  Campbeirs  Station  on  the  16th  of  November  last,  were  due  to  a 
want  of  conduct  upon  the  part  of  Brigadier-General  Law.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  charges  of  a very  grave  character  have  been  preferred 
against  General  Law,  which,  if  established,  must  dismiss  him  from 
the  service.  If  my  efforts  to  maintain  discipline,  spirit,  and  zeal  in 
the  discharge  of  official  duty^  are  to  be  set  aside  by  the  return  of 
General  Law  and  his  restoration  to  duty  without  trial,  it  cannot  be 
well  for  me  to  remain  in  command.  I cannot  yield  the  authority  of 
my  position  so  long  as  I am  responsible  for  the  proper  discharge  of 
its  functions.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  General  Law  should 
be  brought  to  trial  upon  the  charges  that  have  been  preferred 
against  him,  or  that  I be  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Confederate 
States  service.  I have  ordered  the  rearrest  of  General  Law  upon 
his  return. 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant’ General,  Commanding. 


No.  58. 

Return  of  Casualties  in  Longstreefs  Corps,  November  1^- Decem- 
ber 4. 


Command. 


hood’s  division. 

Jenkins’  brigade 

Benning’s  brigade 

Robertson’s  brigade 

Robertson’s  brigade 

Law’s  brigade 

Law’s  brigade 

Anderson’s  brigade 

Anderson’s  brigade 

’ Total 


m’laws’  division. 

Wofford’s  brigade 

Bryan’s  brigade 

Humphreys’  brigade 

Humphreys’  brigade 

Kershaw’s  brigade 

Total 

Grand  total 


Officers  a n d 1 

men  killed. 

Officers  and 
men  wounded. 

Officers  and 
men  missing. 

Officers  and 
men,  total. 

22 

109 

5 

136 

1 

5 

6 

8 

17 

6 

31 

1 

1 

2 

14 

64 

7 

85 

1 

5 

1 

7 

3 

57 

60 

33 

129 

25 

187 

83 

387 

44 

514 

48 

121 

81 

250 

27 

121 

64 

212 

18 

18 

21 

87 

56 

164 

19 

116 

3 

138 

115 

463 

204 

782 

198 

850 

248 

1,296 

Date. 


I November  14  to  De- 
( cember  5. 
November  25. 
November  29. 
November  25. 
November  29. 
November  17  and  18. 
November  29. 


j-  November  29. 

November  29. 
November  17  and  18. 


Loss  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Loudon,  November  29:  Killed,  129; 
wounded,  458  ; missing,  226  ; aggregate,  813,  included  in  the  above. 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Near  Rogersville, 

December  12,  1863. 


47f)  KY.,  SW,  YA.,  TENK.,  MISS.^  N.  ALA.^  ANT)  N.  GA.  [Ch^vp.  XLIll. 

No.  60. 

Report  of  Capf.  Frank  Potts,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  C.  S.  Army. 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Longstreet’s  Command, 

Russellville,  Tenn.,  December  26,  1863. 

Colonel  : I liave  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  yonr  com- 
nmnication  of  this  date,  conveying  to  me  the  desire  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  that  I should  report  the  condition  of  the  trans- 
portation of  the  command  at  the  time  of  its  arrival  at  Sweet  Water, 
Tenn. 

This  command  reached  the  Army  of  Tennessee  without  transpor- 
tation, but  received  from  various  sources  enough  to  give  us,  on 
October  14,  within  143  wagons  of  the  quantity  allowed  by  General 
Orders,  No.  182,  Army  Headquarters.  Subsequent  to  that  time  and 
previous  to  our  leaving  Chickamauga  we  received  more  transporta- 
tion, reducing  our  deficiency  to  30  wagons.  I would  remark  that 
while  before  Chattanooga  we  drew  forage  and  subsistence  stores 
altogether  from  the  railroad  station,  thus  relieving  us  of  the  pressing 
necessity  for  a supply  train  ; the  want  of  which,  however,  became 
apparent  soon  as  we  moved  from  a line  of  railroad.  We  reached 
Sweet  Water  30  wagons  short  of  the  transportation  allowed  us,  while 
all  our  supplies  were  delivered  at  the  railroad  terminus  8 miles  off, 
and  opportunities  given  to  make  every  wagon  available  by  unloading 
baggage.  While  at  Sweet  Water  our  supplies  for  men  and  horses 
had  to  be  collected  and  many  wagons  had  to  be  repaired,  which  re- 
duced the  number  available.  We  had  no  supply  trains  for  either 
division,  and  were  25  wagons  short  of  the  artillery  ordnance  trans- 
portation required  by  General  Orders,  No.  182. 

Maj.  M.  B.  McMicken,  chief  quartermaster.  Army  of  Tennessee, 
informed  me  that  70  wagons  for  a supply  train  would  report  to  me  at 
Sweet  Water.  Thirty-nine  wagons  reported,  4 of  which  were  forge  or 
baggage  wagons,  leaving  35  for  distribution  to  the  two  divisions.  One 
day  after  the  troops  marched  to  Loudon  25  more  arrived,  which  I had 
loaded  with  artillery  ammunition  and  sent  to  the  front.  While  we 
were  numerically  short  of  transportation,  the  condition  of  what  we 
had  was  beyond  all  question  the  worst  I ever  saw;  wagons  fre- 
quently breaking  down,  mules  just  able  in  a large  proportion  of 
cases  to  carry  their  harness,  harness  much  worn,  and  many  teams 
without  collars  or  saddles. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

FRANK  POTTS, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Long  street’ s Corps. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


No.  61. 

Report  of  Mqj.  R.  J.  Moses,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  C.  S. 
Army,  Chief  Commissary. 

Office  Chief  Commissary,  etc., 

Russellville,  January  1,  1864. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  when  we  left  Tyner’s  Station 
for  Sweet  W ater  we  were  without  meat  rations.  I applied  to  General 
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Bragg’s  chief  commissary,  and  received  two  days’  rations.  When  we 
arrived  in  Sweet  Water,  four  days  afterward,  our  troops  liad  been 
two  days  without  meat,  and  no  provision  whatever  had  been  made 
for  their  supplies.  The  country  within  our  lines  was  completely  ex- 
hausted of  beef  cattle,  and  the  few  hogs  collected  by  Major  Gillespie, 
commissary  of  Stevenson’s  division,  had  been  ordered  to  the  rear. 
Of  90,000  pounds  hour  at  Charleston,  40,000  pounds  had  been  sent 
back  to  Chickamauga.  I applied  to  General  Longstreet,  and  obtained 
an  order  upon  Major  Gillespie  for  the  hogs  and  hour  in  his  control. 
But  for  this  order  the  army  must  have  suffered  intensely.  Under 
the  order  I obtained  from  three  to  four  days’  rations  of  fresh  pork, 
and  an  order  on  Charleston  for  two  days’  rations  of  hour. 

The  hour  from  Charleston,  a distance  of  14  miles  by  railroad,  could 
not  be  got  to  Sweet  W ater  for  forty-eight  hours.  At  Sweet  W ater  the 
engineer  refused  to  remove  it  farther.  Our  troops  were  then  near 
Loudon,  and  out  of  hour  rations,  except  such  as  could  be  collected 
from,  wheat  hauled  to  the  mills,  for  which  purpose  no  supply  train 
liad  yet  been  furnished.  In  order  to  get  the  hour  to  the  troops  I had 
to  take  forcible  possession  of  the  road  and  run  the  engine  with  an 
officer  detailed  from  one  of  the  Tennessee  regiments. 

A few  days  later  a ‘supply  train  of  35  wagons  reached  me.  It 
should  have  consisted  of  at  least  70.  We  commenced  hauling  wheat 
and  used  every  possible  exertion  to  ration  the  troops,  but  as  they 
were  then  moving  on  the  enemy  toward  Knoxville  it  was  impossible 
to  collect  supplies  and  keep  the  trains  up  with  the  troops. 

In  consequence  of  these  difficulties  the  army  was  two  or  three  days 
without  hour  rations,  and  some  portions  of  it  more  than  double  that 
length  of  time.  With  every  energy  in  the  power  of  this  department 
the  troops  were  a day  or  two  in  front  of  Knoxville  before  they  could 
be  regularly  rationed,  and  it  was  only  a day  or  two  before  we  moved 
from  Knoxville  that  as  much  as  three  days’  rations  could  be  accumu- 
lated. The  department,  on  our  arrival  at  Sweet  Water,  was  utterly 
unprovided  for,  and  its  condition  as  bad  as  it  could  be  in  a country 
not  utterly  exhausted, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  MOSES, 

Major,  and  Chief  Cornmissary. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c. 


. No.  62. 

Report  of  Col.  E.  Porter  Alexander,  C.  8.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery. 

Washington,  Ga.,  ^ 
January  15,  1864. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  of  General  Longstreet’s  corps  in  the  recent 
campaign  against  Knoxville : 

It  consisted  of  my  own  and  Leyden’s  battalion,  the  former  num- 
bering twenty-three  and  the  latter  twelve  guns.  Leyden’s  battalion 
was  very  dehcient  in  horses,  and  the  three  20-pounder  Parrott  rifles 
of  my  battalion  were  furnished  with  but  about  75  rounds  of  ammu- 
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nition  each,  all  efforts  to  suj)ply  these  deficiencies  having  proved 
unavailing. 

The  artillery  rendezvoused  at  Tyner’s  Station  on  November  4,  1863. 
The  horses  and  wagons  were  the  next  day  dispatched  to  march  to 
Sweet  Water  Station,  tlie  men  and  guns  to  follow  by  rail  after  the 
infantry.  Owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  railroad  transportation 
the  last  of  the  artillery  only  reached  Sweet  Water  Station  on  the 
morning  of  November  13,  when  the  whole  of  it  marched  immedi- 
ately, accompanying  the  infantry,  to  the  vicinity  of  Loudon.  That 
night  a pontoon  bridge  was  commenced,  and  my  battalion  was  posted 
to  cover  the  crossing  should  the  enemy  oppose  it. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  the  infantry  having  commenced  to 
cross,  a force  of  the  enemy  approached  from  above  and  engaged  our 
advance  skirmishers.  Captain  Parker  immediately  moved  his  bat- 
tery to  their  support  and  contributed  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  15th,  the  corps  marched  to  Lenoir’s  Station,  the  batteries 
being  distributed  along  the  column.  On  arriving  near  the  station 
the  enemy  were  found  in  line  of  battle  awaiting  us,  and  although 
the  sun  was  already  setting,  an  attack  was  ordered  by  General  Long- 
street,  and  the  dispositions  for  it  commenced.  Darkness,  however, 
fell  before  one-half  of  the  column  could  be  deployed  into  line,  and 
the  night  being  rainy  and  the  ground  rough,  wooded,  and  unknown, 
the  attack  was  necessarily  jDOstponed  until  dawn.  Our  lines  advanc- 
ing at  this  hour  found  the  enemy  in  retreat. 

The  pursuit  was  immediately  ordered  on  two  roads.  General  Jen- 
kins on  the  right.  General  McLaws  on  the  left  (the  two  roads  uniting 
at  Campbell’s  Station),  half  the  artillery  accompanying  each  column. 
The  right  column  arrived  at  about  12  m.  at  Campbell’s  Station,  the 
left  about  2 p.  m. , and  the  enemy  was  found  in  line  in  a strong  posi- 
tion. General  Jenkins  being  sent  around  his  right  flank,  I was 
ordered  to  attack  him  in  front  with  the  artillery,  which  I did  with 
seventeen  pieces  of  my  battalion  and  Major  Leyden’s.  After  a sharp 
fight  of  a half  hour  the  enemy  fell  back  so  rapidly  as  to  avoid  the 
fiank  attack  of  General  Jenkins. 

During  this  engagement,  one  of  my  20-pounder  Parrott  rifles  burst 
in  front  of  the  trunnions,  and  the  efficiency  of  all  our  rifles  was  much 
impaired  by  the  tumbling  of  the  shell  and  their  frequent  explo- 
sions in  the  guns,  or  failure  to  explode  at  all.  And  I may  say  here 
that  the  same  trouble  preceded  this  campaign  and  followed  us 
through  it  to  a greater  degree  than  ever  before.  The  ammunition 
was  procured  from  the  depots  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

I should  have  stated  above  also  that  one  battery  of  Major  Ley- 
den’s battalion  was  left  at  Loudon  on  the  15th  for  lack  of  horses, 
thus  reducing  that  battalion  to  eight  guns  and  our  entire  strength 
to  thirty.  On  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  we  followed,  skirmishing 
until  dark,  during  which  time  Major  Leyden  gallantly  engaged  a 
heavy  6-gun  battery  of  the  enemy’s  with  but  three  of  his  own,  and 
inflicted  on  them  a severer  loss  than  he  suffered. 

At  dawn  the  next  morning  (November  17),  the  pursuit  was  re- 
newed with  Parker’s  battery,  of  my  battalion,  in  front,  and  the 
enemy  in  front  was  driven  under  cover  of  the  works  surrounding 
Knoxville  by  11  a.  m.,  and  our  lines  were  at  once  formed,  investing 
the  city  on  the  north  side,  the  artillery  being  divided  among  the  two 
divisions  of  infantry. 

On  the  18th,  an  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy’s  advanced  line, 
which  was  gallantly  carried.  Captain  Taylor’s  battery,  of  my  bat- 
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talion,  deserves  much  credit  for  their  sliare  in  this  assault,  and  niv 
adjutant  (Capt.  S.  Winthrop,  assistant  adjutant-general)  was  severely 
wounded,  leading  on  horseback  the  charge  of  our  infantry  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  enemy’s  breastworks.  Reconnaissances  of  the  ground 
and  the  enemy’s  works  (all  totally  unknown  to  us)  and  strengthen- 
ing the  long  line  to  be  held  by  our  small  force,  occupied  the  next 
few  days,  when,  a favorable  position  having  been  discovered  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  to  assist  in  it,  it  was  decided  to  assault  Fort 
Loudon,  the  ground  being  very  favorable  for  an  approach  on  its 
southwest  bastion,  and  the  ditch  in  front  of  it  being  of  small  dimen- 
sions, as  was  seen  by  the  enemy’s  soldiers  frequently  passing  in  and 
out  of  this  bastion  by  crossing  the  parapet  and  ditch  with  great  ap- 
parent ease. 

This  assault  was  determined  on  on  the  23d,  and  a ferry  prepared, 
troops  and  guns  crossed,  and  everything  in  readiness  for  the  25th. 
Owing  to  the  approach  of  a re-enforcement  of  two  brigades,  under 
Brig.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson,  whose  assistance  would  be  most 
valuable  in  the  assault,  the  attack  was  postponed  to  the  26th  to  allow 
it  to  come  up. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  Brigadier-General  Leadbetter,  chief 
engineer  Army  of  Tennessee,  arrived  at  headquarters,  and  favoring 
an  attack  upon  another  quarter  of  the  town,  it  was  postponed  another 
day  to  allow  a reconnaissance.  This  developing  no  such  favorable 
ground,  the  attack  on  Fort  Loudon  was  again  ordered  for  the  27th. 
It  was  intended  that  the  attack  should  be  preceded  and  covered  by  a 
heavy  bombardment  of  the  fort  by  every  one  of  our  thirty  guns, 
some  of  them  being  arranged  also  to  fire  as  mortars. 

The  27th  was  such  a rainy  and  foggy  day  that  the  artillery  could 
not  be  used,  and  there  being  little  prospect  of  the  weather  improving 
soon,  the  attack  was  ordered  by  the  infantry  at  daylight  on  the  29th, 
the  artillery  being  ordered  to  open  just  before  day  on  the  fort  as  a 
signal,  and  to  fire  on  it  for  a few  minutes,  and  then  over  the  enemy's 
approaches  to  it  as  long  as  the  fort  resisted.  The  attack  was  accord- 
ingly made  in  this  manner,  the  artillery  fire  being  directed  by  the 
hashes  of  the  enemy’s  guns  in  the  darkness  until  the  flashes  of  our  own 
muskets  were  seen  under  the  parapet,  and  after  that  a slow  random 
fire  was  kept  up  to  the  rear  of  the  fort  until  daylight.  This  showed 
our  men  retreating,  unsuccessful  in  the  assault,  and  our  fire  was  again 
turned  on  the  fort  to  keep  down  its  fire  upon  the  retreat,  which  was 
fully  accomplished. 

From  this  date,  until  December  4,  my  guns  remained  in  position 
along  the  line,  occasionally  firing  upon  the  enemy’s  camps,  or  ex- 
changing shots  with  their  forts.  Had  we  not  been  cut  off  from  all 
sources  of  supply,  and  compelled  to  husband  our  scanty  supply  of 
ammunition  for  emergencies,  we  might  have  accomplished  impor- 
tant results  by  persistent  shelling  of  camps,  wagon-yards,  and  cattle- 
pens  within  our  range,  but  the  necessary  kinds  of  ammunition  were 
almost  entirely  exhausted. 

On  December  4,  the  artillery  all  marched  during  the  afternoon, 
withdrawing  unobserved  from  its  positions,  and  commencing  the 
retreat. 

Encamping  at  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  on  the  5th,  at  Rutledge  on  the 
6th  and  7th,  and  Mooresburg  on  the  8th,  we  stopped  near  Rogers- 
ville,  Tenn.,  on  the  9th.  Here  Major  Leyden,  with  his  battalion, 
was  ordered  to  ])roceed  on  to  Bristol  to  winter  and  recuperate  his 
horses,  no  longer  fit  for  field  service. 
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On  the  14th,  my  battalion  accompanied  the  infantry  in  the  march 
and  attack  npon  the  enemy  at  Bean’s  Station,  Parker’s  and  Taylor’s 
batteries  in  front,  the  others  in  the  middle  of  the  column.  The  in- 
tense cold  and  high  wind  unfortunately  delayed  the  march,  nearly 
freezing  the  ragged  and  shoeless  drivers.  Parker’s  and  Taylor's 
batteries  were  engaged,  and  ad vanced  with  the  foremost  infantry , and 
sustained  the  fight  alone  until  sundown,  when,  the  other  batteries 
arriving  (all  had  marched  16  miles  that  day),  I advanced  Moody’s. 
Parker’s,  and  Taylor’s  batteries  within  400  yards  of  the  enemy’s  line 
of  battle.  Darkness,  and  the  advance  of  Kershaw’s  brigade  upon 
the  enemy’s  left  flank  coming  near  our  line  of  fire,  alone  preventer! 
our  making  a heavy  slaughter  of  the  enemy.  During  the  night  they 
retreated,  and  have  avoided  all  subsequent  efforts  to  engage  them. 

We  encamped  near  Bean’s  Station  until  December  22,  when  we 
crossed  the  Holston  River  at  Cobb’s  Ford,  and  on  the  23d  established 
winter  quarters  near  Russellville.  The  battery  of  Leyden’s  battalion 
left  at  Loudon  was  thrown  into  the  river  there  by  General  Vaughn 
on  the  evacuation  of  that  place  for  lack  of  animals  to  remove  it. 
The  guns  were  brass  6-pounders  (2)  and  iron  12-pounder  howitzers 
(2).  ISTo  other  loss  of  material  was  suffered  in  the  campaign  excej)! 
a limber  in  Major  Leyden’s  battalion  destroyed  by  the  enemy’s  shot. 
But  2 men  were  killed  and  2 wounded  in  the  artillery,  and  a very 
few  horses  killed  or  disabled.  Major  Huger  commanded  my  own 
battalion,  I being  assigned  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps. 

The  highest  praise  is  due  to  officers  and  men  of  both  battalions  foi* 
gallantry  on  the  field,  and  the  patience  and  fortitude  with  which  they 
endured  their  labors  and  exposure  to  the  inclement  weather,  with 
only  the  summer  allowance  of  blankets  and  tents,  and  in  great  neec  i 
of  clothing  and  shoes. 

One  of  my  most  gallant  officers  (Capt.  G.  V.  Moody)  was  com- 
pelled to  be  left  dangerously  ill  at  a private  house  near  Knoxville, 
and  must  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  artillery  horses  suffered  severely  and  some  were  lost  for  lack 
of  horseshoes.  Our  only  source  of  supi^ly  for  over  a month  was 
what  could  be  collected  from  dead  horses  on  the  roadside  and  those 
thrown  in  the  river  opposite  Knoxville  by  the  enemy  and  floating 
down  to  our  lines,  where  they  were  picked  up  and  their  shoes  taken 
off. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  ALEXANDER, 

Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Longstreefs  Corps. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Longstreefs  Corps. 


No.  63. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaivs,  C.  S.  Army,  com/mand- 
ing  division,  with  findings  of  court-martial,  &c. 

Sparta,  Ga.,  April  19,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Ins p.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. : 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  from  November  4 to  December  17.  186.3. 
including  the  siege  of  Knoxville  ; 

My  report  has  been  necessarily  delayed  ])ecause  I was  suddenly 
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ordered  away  from  the  army  in  East  Tennessee  on  December  17  last, 
and  on  my  return  to  it  to  attend  the  court-martial,  and  the  court 
adjourned,  by  request  of  General  Longstreet  I was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  to  Abingdon,  V a. , and  upon  the  reassembling  of  the 
court  I had  no  opportunity  to  write,  as  I was  attending  the  court, 
and  when  the  final  adjournment  took  place  I was  ordered  here.  The 
reports  from  two  brigades  sent  to  me  are  not  made  by  the  officers 
who  were  in  command  during  the  campaign,  and  that  of  General 
Humphreys,  the  only  brigade  commander  who  has  made  a report, 
is  so  defective  as  regards  descriptions  and  dates,  and  that  ot  the 
other  brigade  (Wolford’s),  made  by  an  officer  who  was  not  in  com- 
mand of  the  brigade  because  the  brigade  commander  (Colonel  Ruff) 
was  killed,  is  so  incomplete  that  I have  sent  them  back  for  correc- 
tion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-  General, 

My  division  was  withdrawn  from  the  lines  around  Chattanooga 
west  of  Chattanooga  Creek  during  the  night  of  November  4,  and 
arrived  at  the  railroad  near  the  tunnel  through  Missionary  Ridge 
the  next  morning.  The  brigades  in  turn  were  thence  taken  on  the 
cars  and  arrived  at  Sweet  Water,  the  first  brigade  on  the  Gth  and  the 
last  on  November  8. 

The  division  remained  in  camp  at  Sweet  Water  until  the  12th,  when 
it  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  road  leading  from  Morgan- 
ton  to  Loudon,  so  as  to  cover  the  ferry  crossings  from  that  juace 
and  below  leading  towards  Loudon. 

Arrived  in  place  about  12  m.  on  the  13th,  and  on  that  night  re- 
ceived an  order  to  move  on  Loudon,  so  as  to  arrive  there,  if  possible, 
before  daylight  on  the  14th.  The  division  was  accordingly  put  in 
motion,  and  arrived  at  Loudon  about  5 a.  m.  on  the  14th,  and  biv- 
ouacked about  1^  miles  from  the  town  ; weather  very  bad. 

On  the  15th,  the  division  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Holston  and  fol- 
low the  division  of  General  Hood,  which  was  done  ; roads  very  bad. 
About  4 p.  m.  arrived  at  Burns’  house,  at  the  forks  of  the  road,  the 
left-hand  leading  into  the  Knoxville  and  Kingston  road  and  to 
Campbell’s  Station  (an  old  Indian  station),  the  right-hand  leading  to 
Lenoir’s,  a station  on  the  railroad.  General  Hood’s  division,  under 
Brigadier-General  Jenkins,  had  here  turned  to  the  right  and  marched 
toward  Lenoir’s  Station,  distant  from  3 to  5 miles. 

I received  orders  on  my  arrival  to  halt  at  the  forks  of  the  road 
and  relieve  the  picket  of  General  Benning  on  the  Campbell’s  Station 
road,  which  was  done  at  once.  I then  rode  toward  Lenoir’s  Station, 
and  finding  General  Longstreet  on  a hill  overlooking  the  station, 
which  was  about  1^  miles  distant,  I reported  myself  and  asked  for 
orders.  He  told  me  to  encamp  my  command  for  the  night  at  the 
forks  of  the  road.  While-  with  him  I took  his  glass  and  could  see 
railroad  trains  and  batteries  of  artillery  in  motion,  moving,  as  I 
supposed,  toward  Knoxville.  General  Hood’s  division  was  being 
formed  in  line  of  battle  and  artillery  was  being  put  in  position.  I 
was  not  informed  of  the  object  of  this  arrangement,  and  returning 
to  my  command  ordered  it  to  encamp  in  the  places  the  troops  then 
were,  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  After  dark  I received  orders  to 
have  my  division  in  readiness  to  move  at  daylight  the  next  morning. 

On  the  15th,  my  command  was  in  readiiiess  to  move  at  an  early 
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hour,  as  directed,  hut  no  orders  were  received  until  8 o’clock,  when 
the  following  communication  was  brought  me  by  courier  from 
General  Longstreet’s  assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sorrel  : 


Headquarters, 

November  16,  1863. 


General  McLaws, 

Coynmanding  Division : 

General  : The  enemy  appears  in  full  retreat,  leaving  in  confusion  and  abandon- 
ing many  of  their  wagons.  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  push  on  at 
once  by  the  Campbell’s  Station  road,  communicating  with  us  from  time  to  time. 
Col.  J.  R.  Hart  has  some  cavalry  on  the  Knoxville  road  opposite  Lenoir’s,  which  you 
can  use  as  you  wish.  You  should  move  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Respectfully, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistcmt  Adjutant-  General. 


P.  S. — You  are  to  move  on  to  Campbell’s  Station, 
as  soon  as  I can  find  one. 


I will  send  you  a good  guide 

G.  M.  S. 


No  intimation  was  given  me  as  to  the  movements  of  the  other  di- 
vision, now  separated  from  my  command  from  3 to  5 miles.  As  my 
command  was  all  ready  it  was  put  in  motion  at  once  and  marched 
rapidly  toward  Campbell’s  Station,  the  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Hart, 
in  advance,  driving  a line  of  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  very  rapidly 
and  gallantly.  There  was  but  one  halt  made  on  the  way,  and  that 
was  but  for  a few  minutes  to  enable  the  division  to  close  up. 

The  following  communications  were  received  when  on  the  march : 


Headquarters, 

November  16,  1863. 

General  L.  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : When  you  get  to  Campbell’s  Station  the  general  wishes  you  to  commu- 
nicate with  him  across  the  country  to  Concord  Station  (a  railroad  station),  where 
we  will  probably  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  have  left  in  haste,  leaving  behind  80  wagons,  and  colors  and  a 
good  deal  of  plunder. 


And  afterward  the  following  : 


Major-General  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division : 


Headquarters, 

November  16,  1863. 


General  : General  Longstreet  wishes  you  to  push  on  on  the  road  on  which  you 
are  until  you  intersect  the  road  on  which  we  are,  about  16  miles  short  of  Knoxville. 
Respectfully, 

OSMAN  LATROBE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


As  Campbell’s  Station  is  15  miles  from  Knoxville,  the  intersection 
spoken  of  was,  I suppose,  1 mile  from  the  former  and  on  the  Loudon 
side  between  me  and  Campbell’s  Station.  Arriving  in  the  vicinity 
of  Campbell’s  Station,  I was  informed  that  General  Longstreet  was 
but  100  or  200  yards  to  my  right,  and  reporting  to  him,  was  ordered 
and  deployed  my  line  to  the  front,  but  not  to  show  it  beyond  the 
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woods  skirting  the  plain  toward  Camx)beirs  Station,  Humphreys’ 
brigade  on  the  left  occupying  a hill,  the  enemy  in  lines  beyond  Camp- 
belPs  Station  across  the  valley. 

After  waiting  several  hours  for  the  purpose,  as  I have  understood, 
to  allow  the  command  of  General  Jenkins  (Hood’s  division)  to  get 
into  position,  so  as  to  make  a flank  attack  upon  the  enemy’s  left,  I 
was  ordered  to  form  the  brigades  of  Kershaw,  W off ord,  and  Bryan 
in  line  of  battle  across  the  valley  and  move  to  the  front  toward  the 
enemy.  One  of  the  brigades  (Bryan’s)  being  held  in  reserve  or  sec- 
ond line,  the  deployment  was  made,  and  the  line  advanced  in  excel- 
lent style  until  directed  to  halt  by  General  Longstreet’s  order,  the 
enemy  having  changed  his  position  to  another  more  commanding  in 
the  rear.  General  Humphreys’  brigade  continued  on  the  left  flank, 
and  marched  along  the  heights  during  this  movement.  The  enemy’s 
artillery  (one  or  two  batteries)  fired  upon  my  line  when  advancing 
and  upon  General  Humphreys’  brigade,  but  no  engagement  resulted 
with  small-arms,  excepting  that  the  skirmishers  of  General  Hum- 
phreys exchanged  shots  with  those  of  the  enemy.  The  loss  was  but 
trifling,  4 or  5 men  having  been  wounded  by  shells.  The  plain  intent 
of  the  enemy  was  to  retreat  only.  My  division  encamped  that  night  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Campbell’s  Station,  Kershaw  a mile  in  advance. 

On  the  17th,  about  7.30  a.  m.,  my  division  was  put  in  motion,  lead- 
ing the  advance,  and  marched  rapidly  toward  Knoxville,  halting  once 
or  twice,  as  the  enemy  showed  a disposition  to  dispute  the  advance, 
but  no  engagement  beyond  skirmishing  ensued.  Kershaw’s  brigade 
was  in  advance  and  drove  the  enemy  easily  from  every  point.  Ar- 
riving in  sight  of  Knoxville  and  Fort  Loudon,  my  division  was  de- 
ployed to  the  left  and  right,  the  right  resting  on  the  Holston  River, 
and  one  brigade  (Bryan’s)  held  in  reserve  on  the  right  near  the  main 
road  by  which  we  came. 

On  the  18th,  Wofford’s  brigade,  which  had  been  extended  to  the  left 
as  far  as  Crawford’s  house,  having  the  battalion  of  sharpshooters  on 
picket,  was  relieved  by  a brigade  of  General  Jenkins’  command 
(Hood’s  division)  and  took  its  place  in  the  line  on  the  left  of  General 
Humphreys’  brigade.  On  that  day  about  3 p.  m.  an  order  was  given 
for  General  Kershaw’s  brigade  to  assault  the  advance  line  of  the  en- 
emy. They  occupied  a breastwork  of  rails  about  If  miles  from  the 
town,  constructed  upon  a hill,  and  the  houses  of  a Mr.  Armstrong, 
near  the  bank  of  the  river,  consisting  of  brick  dwelling,  outhouses, 
kitchen,  stables,  &c.  The  advance  was  made  under  cover  of  the  fire 
of  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  in  confusion 
to  their  works  nearer  the  town. 

My  loss  in  this  affair  was  about  140  in  killed,  wounded,  &c. 

The  brigade  rejnained  in  the  position  from  which  the  enemy  were 
driven  and  fortified  it.  My  line  was  then  definitely  formed  from  right 
to  left,  as  follows  : General  Kershaw’s  brigade  with  his  right  on  the 
river  ; General  Humphreys’  next,  and  then  General  Wofford’s,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Ruff,  of  the  Eighteenth  Georgia.  Rifle-pits,  or, 
rather,  a continuous  line  of  trench,  was  dug,  extending,  with  a few 
broken  intervals,  from  the  Holston  River  to  a point  beyond  the  north- 
west bastion  of  Fort  Loudon,  and  the  enemy  were  employed  in  adding 
to  and  strengthening  their  defenses.  My  sharpshooters  occupying 
pits  in  advance  of  the  main  bodies  on  both  sides  were  constantly  ex- 
changing shots  whenever  the  slightest  opportunity  was  offered  by 
either  party  for  even  a chance  hit,  as  they  were  in  easy  rifle  range 
of  each  other. 
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On  the  21st,  I received  from  General  Longstreet  a communication, 
of  which  the  following  is  a copy  : 


Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division : 


Headquarters, 
November'  21, 1863. 


General  : General  Bragg  telegraphs  me  that  the  enemy  is  threatening  his  left 
and  wants  to  know  if  it  is  not  possible  to  bring  the  enemy  here  to  battle.  The  only 
chance  that  I see  of  doing  anything  in  time  to  do  good  is  an  assault  upon  the  re- 
doubt. This  made  in  the  moonlight  by  three  of  your  brigades,  I think,  would  re- 
sult in  a great  success  ; yet  I am  loath  to  put  the  troops  at  it  when  there  is  a disin- 
clination to  it.  Suppose  you  organize  an  assault  to-morrow  and  have  a talk  with 
the  officers,  and  see  if  you  cannot  impress  the  importance  of  it  upon  them.  The 
loss,  I feel  assured,  will  not  be  great  compared  with  the  importance  of  the  move.  I 
will  be  up  to  see  you  in  the  morning.  The  officers  and  men  must  understand  that 
once  they  start  they  must  move  rapidly  on  till  the  work  is  over. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding. 


I consulted  with  some  of  my  best  officers,  and  finding  that  they 
were, ad  verse  to  the  assault,  especially  if  made  at  night,  as  they  could 
not  hold  themselves  responsible  for  their  men  unless  they  could  see 
them,  I so  reported  to  General  Longstreet.  In  discussion  with  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  I informed  him  that  two  regimental  commanders, 
viz.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fiser,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  (Hum- 
phreys’ brigade),  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt,  of  the  Tenth  Georgia 
(Bryans’  brigade),  were  of  the  opinion  that  they  could  take  the  work, 
and  I would  put  them  at  it  if  an  assault  should  be  made.  And  as 
the  works  of  the  enemy  had  not  at  that  time  been  reconnoitered  to 
an  extent  sufficient  to  give  any  positive  knowledge  of  its  strength, 
or  of  the  depth  of  the  ditch  around  it,  I proposed  to  take  bundles  of 
straw,  each  man  to  carry  a bundle,  and  fill  up  the  ditch,  if  there  was 
any. 

There  was  a doubt  about  there  being  any  ditch,  because  citizens 
had  told  us,  and  also  some  officers  of  artillery  who  had  been  in  Knox- 
ville when  the  works  were  constructed,  so  far  as  we  constructed 
them,  that  the  dirt  to  make  the  parapet  had  been  taken  principally 
from  the  inside  of  the  work  (Fort  Loudon)  ; that  the  fort  was  around 
the  apex  of  a hill  which  had  been  smoothed  off  and  the  earth  thrown 
to  make  a parapet,  and  if  there  was  any  digging  on  the  outside  it  was 
in  holes  here  and  there  with  intervening  high  places,  and  that  there 
was  no  regular  ditch  ; but  this  assault,  as  I have  said,  was  aban- 
doned. 

The  picket  line  of  Wofford’s  brigade  and  the  left  of  my  division 
having  been  advanced  to  cover  it,  with  that  of  my  right,  was  not 
supported  by  a proper  advance  of  General  Jenkins’  line  on  my  left. 
This  want  of  support  was  reported  to  General  Longstreet,  but  was 
not  corrected  up  to  the  24th,  when  tlie  enemy,  taking  advantage  of 
it,  made  a sortie  with  the  Second  Michigan  Regiment  and  attacked 
the  left  flank  and  rear  of  Wofford’s  skirmishers,  gaining  a temporary 
advantage  ; but  the  picket  reserves  coming  up  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  with  the  loss  of  50  or  GO  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
The  sharpshooters  of  Wofford’s  brigade  had  5 men  wounded,  2 mor- 
tally. The  Third  Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters  (Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Hutchins)  distinguished  itself  in  this  encounter. 


Chap.  XLIIl.]  THE  ENOXVILLE,  TENNESSEE,  CAMPAIGN. 


485 


After  dark  on  the  26th,  I received  a communication  from  General 
Longstreet,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy  : 


Headquarters, 

November  26,  1863. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : The  result  of  an  examination  to-day  leads  to  the  hope  that  Mabry’s 
Hill  may  be  partially  turned  and  taken  with  but  slight  loss.  A further  examina- 
tion will  be  made  to-morrow,  and  if  the  ground  is  found  to  be  such  as  we  hope  that 
it  may  be,  the  attack  will  be  made  then  at  dawn  on  the  28th  with  Hood’s  and  the 
part  of  Buckner’s  division.  Your  division  will  have  to  hold  the  ground  that  it  now 
occupies,  and  you  will  have  to  put  Bryan’s  brigade  on  picket  along  the  front  now 
occupied  by  General  Jenkins.  A cavalry  brigade  will  be  sent  across  the  river  for 
the  protection  of  the  two  guns  which  will  be  left  there.  You  will  have  to  make  a 
diversion  upon  the  Loudon  fort  by  bombardment  and  such  other  indications  of  an 
assault  as  you  can  at  earliest  dawn,  while  we  attempt  to  get  the  hill  on  the  other 
side.  We  shall  push  on  down  toward  the  fort  in  your  front  as  rapidly  as  possible 
after  getting  the  hill.  I shall  send  a cavalry  brigade  to-morrow  to  report  to  you. 
It  is  to  cross,  as  I have  said,  and  relieve  the  troops  under  General  Law,  and  he  will 
return  to  his  division.  As  I shall  be  out  looking  at  the  ground,  I shall  have  to  get 
you  to  see  that  the  troops  are  crossed  and  recrossed,  and  marched  over  g^’ound  that 
cannot  be  seen  by  the  enemy.  You  must  relieve  General  Jenkins’  line  of  pickets  by 
sunset  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

» Lieutenant-General,  Conuiianding. 


And  early  on  the  27tli  the  following  was  received : 

Headquarters, 
November  27,  1863. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I wish  you  w^ould  start  the  brigade  which  is  to  occupy  General  Jen- 
kins’ picket  line  right  away.  Send  them  by  a route  which  will  be  entirely  con- 
cealed. Do  have  all  the  movements  under  your  eye  so  conducted  that  they  may 
not  be  seen. 

With  respect, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Comynanding. 

* 

Accordingly  General  Bryan’s  brigade  was  pnt  in  readiness,  and  1 
went  with  my  staff  officer.  Major  Goggin,  and  after  a long  search 
found  a way  about  2 miles  to  the  rear  by  which  the  brigade  could  be 
marched  to  occupy  General  Jenkins’  picket  line  without  being  seen 
from  the  enemy’s  works.  I then  conducted  the  brigade  myself  un- 
til it  had  reached  the  rear  of  General  Jenkins’  line,  when,  receiving 
notice  from  Major  Goggin,  who  had  been  sent  for  that  purpose,  that 
the  cavalry  could  not  cross  the  river  at  the  ferry  without  being  seen 
by  the  enemy,  I left  General  Bryan,  with  instructions  to  relieve  Gen- 
eral Jenkins’  pickets,  and  joined  Major  Goggin  at  the  river.  This 
was  about  3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  Shortly  after  my  arrival  I re- 
ceived notice  that  the  contemplated  attack  on  Mabry’s  Hill  had  been 
abandoned,  and  that  Bryan’s  brigade  and  all  the  other  troops  and  the 
artillery,  which  had  been  moved  in  contemplation  of  that  attack, 
must  resume  their  original  positions. 

During  the  night  of  the  27th,  I received  notice  that  my  division 
would  assault  the  redoubt  the  next  morning  at  daylight,  but  before 
daylight  an  order  was  received  suspending  the  assault  until  the 
weather  cleared  up.  The  night  had  been  very  stormy,  and  it  had 
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turned  very  cold  and  misty.  After  daylight — several  hours  after—- 
I received  the  following  communication  from  General  Longstreet : 


Headquaeters, 
November  28,  1863. 


Major-General  McLaws  : 

General  ; I wish  you  would  double  your  pickets  and  reserves  and  advance  and 
occupy  the  line  now  occupied  by  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  at  the  same  time  make 
your  arrangements  to  assault  as  soon  as  the  weather  lights  up  enough  for  our  artil- 
lery to  play  upon  the  enemy’s  position.  The  assault  will  be  made  after  ten  minutes’ 
brisk  play  of  our  batteries. 

With  respect, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-General. 


P.  S. — General  Jenkins  is  ordered  to  advance,  his  picket  line  in  the  same  way,  and 
advance  to  the  assault  following  your  movement.  General  Johnson’s  two  brigades 
will  be  ready  to  support  you  and  General  Jenkins. 


There  was  such  a fog  or  mist  over  the  country  that  the  enemy’s 
works  could  not  be  seen  from  my  lines.  The  assault  was  therefore 
delayed,  waiting  for  the  fog  to  clear  away,  as  shown  by  General 
Longstreet’s  order.  The  time  was  so  short  from  the  reception  of  the 
order  to  its  contemplated  execution  that  I had  no  time  or  oppor- 
tunity to  give  definite  or  detailed  instructions  upon  any  point.  I 
had,  therefore,  but  to  give  general  orders  only,  and  to  rely  upon 
those  which  I had  suggested  to  the  brigade  commanders  on  the  22d, 
when  I discussed  with  them  the  probabilities  or  chances  of  success 
in  making  an  assault  in  compliance  with  General  Longstreet’s 
wishes,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  21st,  hereinbefore  re- 
corded. 

General  Longstreet  came  to  my  headquarters,  at  Armstrong’s 
house,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  before  his  written  order  above 
quoted  could  be  carried  out,  and  on  account  of  the  dense  fog,  which 
still  enveloped  the  enemy’s  works  and  our  own  lines,  ordered  that 
the  assault  be  delayed  until,  I think,  2 p.  m.  of  that  same  day. 
General  (then  Col.)  E.  P.  Alexander,  in  consultation  with  me, 
then  arranged  the  following  programme  for  the  part  his  artillery 
was  to  take  in  the  assault  and  how  I should  regard  its  fire  as 
signals  for  the  skirmishers  or  sharpshooters  and  columns  of  ^attack 
to  move,  viz : 

Colonel  Alexander  will  commence  with  his  mortars,  and  then  his  batteries  Avill 
fire  slowly  all  along  the  line,  which  will  be  kept  up  for  tw^enty  minutes,  and  then 
will  fire  rapidly  for  ten  minutes.  When  the  mortars  open  it  wdll  be  a signal  for 
the  pickets  to  be  doubled  and  to  get  ready  for  an  advance,  and  when  the  slow 
firing  of  the  batteries  all  along  the  line  commences  the  rifle-pits  will  be  taken 
and  occupied  by  our  pickets  and  sharpshooters  and  the  main  line  will  take  position 
for  the  assault,  and  when  the  rapid  firing  commences  all  along  the  line  the  assault 
will  be  made. 

I gave  or  sent  these  instructions  to  the  brigade  commanders,  and 
having  assembled  those  who  were  to  engage  in  the  assault,  discussed 
the  subject  with  them. 

The  following  orders  were  given  for  the  assault : 

1.  A regiment  from  Humphreys’  (Mississippi)  brigade  and  one  from  Wofford’s 
(Georgia)  brigade  should  be  selected  to  lead  in  the  assault.  Wofford’s  regiment  to 
lead  the  column  composed  of  Wofford’s  brigade  assaulting  from  the  left,  and 
Humphreys’  regiment  the  column  assaulting  from  the  right,  composed  of  two  regi- 
ments of  Humphreys’  brigade  and  three  of  Bryan’s  following  close  on  Humphreys 
as  a reserve. 

2.  The  brigades  to  be  formed  for  the  assault  in  columns  of  regiments. 

3.  The  assault  to  be  made  with  fixed  bayonets  and  without  firing  a gun, 

4.  Should  be  made  against  the  northwest  angle  of  Fort  Loudon. 
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5.  The  men  should  be  ur^ed  to  the  assault  with  a determination  to  succeed,  and 
should  rush  to  it  without  halting,  and,  mounting  the  parapet,  take  possession  of 
the  work  and  hold  it  against  all  attempts  to  recover  it. 

6.  That  the  sharpshooters  should  keep  up  a continuous  fire  into  the  embrasures  of 
the  enemy’s  works  and  along  the  fort,  so  as  to  prevent  the  use  of  their  cannon,  and 
distract,  if  not  prevent,  the  fire  from  all  arms. 

7.  General  Kershaw  to  advance  to  the  assault  on  the  right  of  the  fort  so  soon  as 
the  fort  was  taken. 

After  this  I proposed  to  General  Longstreet  that  if  he  would  delay 
the  assault  until  daylight  the  next  morning  (the  29th)  I would  drive 
in  the  enemy’s  pickets  that  night  and  occupy  a line  with  my  sharp- 
shooters which  would  command  the  enemy’s  works  going  beyond 
the  line  occupied  by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  if  such  was  found 
necessary  in  order  to  obtain  eligible  positions.  He  assented,  and 
the  assault  was  put  off  until  daylight  of  the  29th.  I then  addressed 
the  following  circular  to  my  brigade  commanders  : 

Circular.] 

Genera]-.  : The  operations  discussed  to-day  will  take  place  to-morrow  morning. 
I wish  you  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  and  advance  your  skirmishers  to- 
night, so  as  to  occupy  the  line  of  rifle-pits  now  held  by  the  enemy  and  make  them 
tenable  for  your  men,  so  that  your  sharpshooters  can  open  fire  on  the  main  rifle-pits 
of  the  enemy,  and,  firing  into  the  embrasures  of  the  main  work,  prevent  them  from 
using  their  cannon  with  effect  when  the  main  assault  is  made ; and  if  an  oppor- 
tunity is  offered,  which  may  happen,  we  may  dash  at  the  main  works.  Further  in- 
structions will  be  sent,  if  any  are  thought  necessary.  If  any  brigade  commander  is 
not  fully  informed,  he  is  requested  to  make  proper  inquiries  at  once. 

Copies  of  this  circular  were  delivered  to  each  brigade  commander 
by  my  division  inspector  (Major  Costin).  I then  reassembled  my 
brigade  commanders,  and  in  discussion  with  them  it  was  ordered 
that  the  sharpshooters  should  advance  at  moonrise,  which  took  place 
at  that  date  about  10  p.  m. ; and  that  they  should  choose  and  in- 
trench a line  so  far  beyond  the  rifle-pits  of  the  enemy  as  was  neces- 
sary to  give  command  of  their  main  works,  and  thus  give  more  com- 
plete protection  to  the  assaulting  columns.  The  signal  agreed  upon 
for  the  assault  was  the  opening  of  fire  from  Major  Leyden’s  battery, 
which  had  been  sunk  in  pits  on  the  advance  line  of  General  Ker- 
shaw, near  Armstrong’s  house.  It  was  also  ordered  that  the  sharp- 
shooters should  open  fire  in  the  morning  so  soon  as  it  was  light 
enough  for  them  to  see.  I ordered  the  assault  in  two  columns,  be- 
cause there  was  considerable  felled  timber  and  much  broken  ground 
between  the  positions  of  Humphreys’  brigade  and  that  of  Wofford’s, 
and  besides,  I thought  that  the  spirit  of  rivalry  between  the  two 
brigades  leading  the  assault  (one  being  from  Georgia  and  the  other 
from  Mississippi),  united. to  their  previous  well-tried  gallantry,  would 
urge  them  to  their  work  with  accelerating  dash  and  vigor. 

I had  been  previously  impressed  by  General  Alexander,  chief  of 
artillery,  of  General  Longstreet’s  staff  (then  colonel),  that  there  was 
no  ditch  at  the  northwest  angle  of  the  work  that  offered  any  obstacle 
to  the  assault,  and  by  General  Longstreet  himself  that  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  taking  the  work  so  far  as  the  ditch  was  concerned  ; 
that  he  had  seen  a man  walk  down  the  parapet  across  the  ditch  and 
up  and  on  the  outside  without  jumping  and  without  apparent  diffi- 
culty; and,  as  there  could  be  no  difficulty  contemplated  in  running 
up  the  exterior  slope  of  an  earth-work,  I was  confident  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  into  the  work,  and  that  the  obstruc- 
tions offered  by  the  work  itself  would  not  be  the  obstacles  to  be  over- 
come. But,  to  quote  the  words  of  Colonel  Alexander  before  the  gen- 
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eral  court-martial  assembled  in  East  Tennessee,  and  before  wliicli  I 
was  tried,  in  reply  to  the  following  question  : 

Question  8.  Did  you  not  state,  after  your  reconnaissance,  that  there  was  no  ditch 
opposite  the  bastion  at  northwest  angle  ; that  there  was  some  fresh  dirt  at  that  point, 
and  that  there  had  been  a little  scratching  there  ? Did  you  communicate  this  to 
Generals  Longstreet  and  McLaws? 

Answer.  I never  stated  that  there  was  no  ditch  at  that  point,  but  I stated  that 
the  ditch  was  of  such  sniall  dimensions  as  to  be  no  obstacle  to  an  assault,  and  of 
such  shape  (see  figure  3)’ as  to  be  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  an  assault.  I communi- 
cated it  to  both  repeatedly,  and  advised  the  attack  on  this  point.  On  one  occasion 
I took  General  Longstreet  to  a point  wJiere  he  could  see  it,  and  showed  him  a man 
crossing  the  ditch. 

General  Longstreet,  in  liis  testimony  before  the  same  court,  says  : 

I made  several  very  careful  examinations  of  the  fort  myself  before  it  was  at- 
tacked on  all  sides,  as  near  as  I could  get  to  it.  I think  I got  within  400  yards  of  it 
on  the  north  side. 

* * * * * * ■ * 

I remember  particularly  to  have  seen  a soldier  march  out  the  fort,  down  the  ditch, 
and  up  to  the  other  side,  outside  of  the  ditch  on  the  west  side,  from  the  north  side. 
The  cut  in  the  ditch  on  the  west  side  seemed  to  have  been  made  more  for  the  jDur- 
pose  of  getting  dirt  than  for  obstructions.  In  passing  over  the  ditch  more  than  half 
of  the  person  of  the  soldier  could  be  seen  on  the  west  side.  In  passing  down  tlie 
ditch  lie  seemed  to  walk  and  not  .jump  ; he  seemed  to  find  no  difficulty  in  getting 
out  of  the  ditch  on  the  outside.  I was  told  by  some  officers  that  dogs  were  seen  to 
pass  over  the  same  ditch.  These  circumstances  led  me  to  believe  that  the  ditch  on 
the  west  side  was  a slight  obstacle.  In  all  of  my  conversations  about  the  ditch  I 
stated  very  much  what  I stated  in  the  previous  part  of  this  answer.  I think  that  I 
stated  it  frequently  to  Generals  McLaws  and  Jenkins,  and  that  I stated  it  in  the 
presence  of  many  others,  staff  and  line  officers. 

Again,  in  reply  to  tlie  question — 

Question  11.  Did  you  furnish  the  accused  with  any  ofiicer  of  engineers  or  of  artil- 
lery to  assist  him  in  preparing  his  attack,  or  of  obtaining  information  by  recon- 
naissance or  othei'wise  to  the  same  end  ? 

Answer.  I did  not.  I furnished  him  with  no  officer  of  engineers ; I had  none  to 
use  myself  for  that  service.  Colonel  Alexander,  chief  of  artillery,  and  a professional 
military  engineer,  was  ordered  to  confer  with  General  McLaws,  and  did  confer  with 
him  in  regard  to  his  operations,  and  he  used  all  his  artillery  that  could  be  used  in 
co-operation  with  the  assault  made  by  General  McLaws.  * * * 

Thus  at  the  point  where  the  assault  was  made,  viz,  about  the  north- 
west angle  of  Fort  Loudon,  I had  been  informed  by  the  officer  charged 
with  conferring  tvith  me  in  regard  to  my  operations,  and  who  was  a 
professional  military  engineer,  and  by  the  commander-in-chief  him- 
self, that  the  ditch  was  of  such  small  dimensions  that  it  offered  no 
obstacle  to  an  assault,  and  was  of  such  a shape  as  to  be  no  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  an  assault,  and  that  it  was  a slight  obstacle,  and  Gen- 
eral Alexander  (then  colonel)  stated  that  his  information  was  gained 
from  reconnaissances  made  two  days  before  the  assault. 

And  the  reply  to  question  9th — 

Question.  Did  you  advise  ladders  for  the  attack  ? 

Answer.  I did  not.  I did  not  consider  them  essential.  Something  was  said  about 
fascines,  and  I said  they  might  be  useful  to  protect  the  men  from  bullets  in  their  ap- 
proach, but  I did  not  consider  them  essential  in  crossing  the  ditch. 

All  these  points  were  discussed  at  my  headquarters,  which  was  so 
situated  as  to  be  a place  of  general  resort,  and  the  impression  was 
made  general  that  there  was  no  ditch  at  the  northwest  angle  and  its 
vicinity  which  would  offer  any  obstacle  to  an  assault.  I endeavored 
to  convey  this  idea  to  all  concerned,  and,  in  connection  with  it,  urged 
the  officers  and  men  to  rush  to  their  work  with  a determination  to 
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succeed.  I did  not  consider  that  ladders  or  fascines  or  any  other  aj)- 
pliances  were  necessary  to  enable  the  men  to  get  into  the  work — 
none  certainly  to  cross  the  ditch,  which  had  been  declared  to  be  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  an  assault,  and  none  certainly  to  ascend  par- 
apets sloping  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees.  And  even  if  I had  thought 
so,  I had  no  time  or  materials,  or  tools,  or  any  means  of  any  kind 
wherewith  to  make  anything.  The  commands  were  without  tools  of 
any  kind,  without  axes  even,  and  their  wagons  and  quartermasters 
were  at  Loudon ; left  there  by  orders  from  General  Longstreet’s 
headquarters.  And,  in  addition,  no  such  aids  to  get  into  the  work 
were  for  a moment  thought  essential  or  were  ever  mentioned,  except 
to  be  scouted  at  by  the  officer  acting  as  chief  engineer,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  have  advised  them,  at  least,  if  he  thought  them  necessar5^ 
I did  think  of  them  myself  ; but  when  I considered  that  nothing  could 
be  made  at  the  time  allowed  me  before  the  assault,  I thought  that  to 
mention  them  even  and  not  to  have  them  would  create  hesitation 
and  detract  from  the  dash  and  determined  purpose  so  necessary  to 
succeed,  although  I did  not  consider  them  essential. 

The  following  certificate  (copy  of ) will  explain  itself  in  connection 
with  the  above : 

I,  the  undersigned,  J.J.  Middleton,  captain  and  acting  quartermaster  Fifteenth 
South  Carolina  Regiment,  do  hereby  depose  and  certify  that  I was  acting  division 
quartermaster  McLaws’  division  from  the  time  we  left  Loudon,  on  November  15, 
1863,  until  some  days  after  the  assault  on  November  29.  During  this  period  we 
were  without  trains,  carpenters,  tools,  blacksmiths,  &c. ; had  no  appliances  for  the 
manufacture  of  ladders,  and  had  no  lumber  out  of  which  they  could  have  been  made 
properly.  Had  an  order  for  such  articles  been,  issued,  it  would  have  been  necessary 
to  call  for  large  details,  and  for  said  details  to  have  found  their  own  tools.  Com- 
munication with  Loudon  was  very  uncertain,  owing  to  the  miserable  condition  of 
the  roads,  and  the  division  to  which  I was  attached  might  almost  have  been  termed 
self-supporting,  so  entirely  was  it  dependent  on  its  own  exertions  for  almost  every- 
thing that  was  effected. 

J.  J.  MIDDLETON, 

Captain,  and  A.  Q.  M.,  IMh  South  Carolina  Regi7nent. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  December  17, 1864. 

JAMES  M.  GOGGIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

After  dark  on  the  28th,  before  moonrise,*!  sent  my  inspector  (Major 
Costin)  and  my  aide-de-camp  (Captain  Lamar)  to  superintend  the 
advance  of  my  sharpshooters  all  along  my  line,  and  they  reported  to 
me  during  the  night  that  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  their  pits, 
a number  of  prisoners  taken,  and  that  my  sharpshooters  had  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  enemy’s  pits  and  within  easy  range  of  the  enemy’s 
works,  and  were  intrenching  themselves.  I reported  this  fact  to 
General  Longstreet,  and  communicated  also  that  General  Hum- 
phreys’ advance  had  found  an  abatis  in  front  of  their  line.  In  reply. 
Colonel  Sorrel  wrote : ‘ ' The  point  (or  front)  of  attack  is  not  the 
time  to  make  discouraging  reports.”  My  report  was  of  a fact  which 
had  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  was  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief only.  I did  not  intend  any  discouragement,  cer- 
tainly. 

Before  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  I went  around  with 
my  staff  to  superintend  the  execution  of  my  orders  for  the  assault. 
It  was  evident  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  aware  that  one  was  in- 
tended, and  I think  it  probable  they  knew  where  it  was  to  be  made, 
for  while  I was  talking  to  Colonel  Ruff  on  the  railroad  the  enemy 
tlirew  a shell,  which  burst  over  the  woods  just  in  rear  of  us  through 
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which.  Colonel  Ruff’s  command  (Wofford’s  brigade)  was  passing, 
assembling  by  regiments  for  the  assanlt.  I have  since  heard  that 
the  enemy  were  informed,  and  that  during  the  night  of  the  28th  they 
had  been  employed  in  pouring  buckets  of  water  over  the  parapets  to 
render  it  difficult  to  ascend,  the  night  being  very  cold.  The  com- 
mands being  in  position  and  in  readiness,  and  the  sharpshooters 
having  been  directed  to  open  fire  all  along  their  lines  as  soon  as  it  was 
light  enough  to  aim,  I distributed  my  staff  officers  along  the  line,  and 
rode  over  to  Major  Leyden’s  battery  and  to  General  Kershaw’s  line, 
and  found  Major  Leyden  awaiting  until  it  was  light  enough  to  see 
his  elevators,  and  Kershaw’s  line  ready,  I gave  Major  Leyden  orders 
to  open  fire  while  I was  there  and  rode  toward  the  assaulting  col- 
umns. As  I went  they  could  be  seen  advancing  in  fine  style.  I rode 
straight  to  Wofford’s  brigade,  on  the  left,  and  as  I approached  the 
work  found  the  men  falling  back,  the  officers  reporting  it  was  im- 
possible to  mount  the  parapet,  and  that  the  brigade  commander 
(Colonel  Ruff)  and  his  next  in  command  (Colonel  Thomas)  had  been 
killed  and  the  next  in  command  wounded.  I rallied  the  brigade 
about  400  yards  from  the  work,  reformed  the  regiments  in  the  order 
they  went  to  the  assault,  notified  them  who  was  their  brigade  com- 
mander, and  the  regiments  who  commanded  them,  and  then  consult- 
ing with  Generals  Humphreys  and  Bryan ; and  finding  it  was  useless 
to  attempt  to  take  the  work,  I reported  to  General  Longstreet,  and 
asked  authority  to  withdraw  my  command.  Permission  was  given 
and  the  main  body  was  withdrawn,  but  the  advanced  line  of  pits 
was  still  held  by  sharpshooters.  When  it  was  seen  that  Wofford’s 
brigade  could  not  mount  the  parapet.  General  G.  T.  Anderson’s  bri- 
gade, of  Hood’s  division,  came  rushing  to  the  assault  in  the  same 
place  where  my  command  had  attempted  it,  but  was  repulsed  at  once 
and  retired. 

I will  remark  here  that  I saw  no  panic  among  either  officers  or 
men,  and  I am  assured  by  the  different  commanders  that  there  was 
none  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  there  was  evidence  of  mortification  only 
at  their  failure  to  take  the  work.  The  companies  and  regiments 
reformed  readily  within  a short  distance  of  the  work  and  awaited 
orders.  Concerning  the  assault,  I am  satisfied — 

1.  That  my  line  of  sharpshooters  was  advanced  to  within  easy 
range  of  the  enemy’s  works,  and  that  their  fire  was  most  efficient 
along  the  entire  line  ; that  they  prevented  the  enemy  from  using 
their  cannon  upon  the  assaulting  columns,  and  that  but  few  men 
were  shot  by  musketry  even  in  front  of  my  line,  and  many  of  those 
by  the  enemy  holding  their  guns  over  their  heads  and  firing  without 
aim  ; that  most  of  the  men  were  killed  by  a fire  from  the  left  of  my 
line,  over  which  I had  no  control,  and  that  if  I had  had  straw  where- 
with to  fill  up  the  ditch,  as  General  Longstreet  testified  he  expected 
me  to  have,  it  would  have  been  set  on  fire  by  the  hand  grenades 
thrown  over  the  parapet  by  the  enemy,  and  my  wounded  in  the  ditch 
would  have  been  burned  to  death. 

2.  That  the  heads  of  my  assaulting  columns  did  all  that  men  could 
do  to  enter  the  work,  showing  that,  in  selecting  bodies  of  men  to  lead 
in  the  assault  who  were  already  organized  and  distinguished  for  their 
gallantry  and  dash,  I had  acted  more  prudently  than  would  have 
been  the  case  had  I called  for  volunteers  and  organized  them  into 
companies  and  battalions  and  appointed  officers  for  the  occasion  over 
men  with  whom  they  were  not  acquainted  and  to  whom  they  would 
not  perhaps  be  known. 
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3.  That  the  only  possible  place  to  enter  the  work  was  at  and  about 
tlie  northwest  angle,  where  the  assault  was  made,  and  that  if  I had 
assaulted  the  fort  on  the  west  side  from  shoulder  to  shoulder  of  that 
front,  which  I am  charged  with  ^^not  informing  my  officers  offered 
but  a slight  obstacle  to  infantry  in  entering  the  work,”  I would  have 
ordered  them  to  a place  where  the  ditch  was  from  12  to  13  feet  deep, 
which,  with  a corresponding  parapet,  would  have  required  ladders 
30  feet  long  to  surmount. 

4.  That  the  assault  failed  because  of  the  state  of  the  weather  the 
night  previous  to  the  assault  and  on  the  night  of  the  assault ; it 
having  rained  on  the  night  of  the  27th  and  then  turning  very  cold, 
the  parapet  was  hard  frozen  and  a heavy  ice  crop  was  formed  by  the 
moisture  from  the  bank,  which  prevented  the  men  from  obtaining  a 
foothold,  and  the  absence  of  a berme  upon  which  the  men  could 
mount  and  start  from.  The  main  cause  of  failure  was,  however,  the 
slipperiness  of  the  parapet,  upon  which  it  was  impossible  for  any 
large  body  of  men  to  gain  a foothold,  and  the  severe  fire  from  the 
north  side  of  the  fort,  Avhich  drove  the  men  from  the  most  accessible 
point  of  ascent.  And  I may  add  that  it  is  the  oj>inion  of  distin- 
guished officers  who  were  engaged  in  the  assault  that  if  the  skir- 
mishers on  the  railroad  side  of  the  work  had  silenced  the  enemy’s 
fire  coming  from  that  side,  as  it  was  silenced  by  my  line  of  sharp- 
shooters, the  work  would  have  been  carried  in  spite  of  all  the  other 
obstacles.  I do  not  think  that  ladders  would  have  been  of  material 
assistance,  unless  they  had  been  furnished  in  great  numbers  and  had 
been  20  feet  long.  The  reconnaissances  were  also  defective,  giving 
false  notions  of  the  character  of  the  work  and  of  the  ditch. 

Surgeon  Cullen,  of  General  Longs treet’s  staff,  who  was  in  the 
ditch  (sent  there  under  a flag  of  truce  to  attend  the  wounded),  tes- 
tified before  the  court  that  the  ditch  on  the  west  side  of  the  work 
from  shoulder  to  shoulder  was  from  12  to  13  feet  deep  and  on  the 
north  front  it  was  on  an  average  of  10  feet  deep,  and  that  it  was 
about  10  feet  wide  all  around  the  work ; but  from  shoulder  to  shoulder 
of  the  northwest  bastion  it  was  but  from  4 to  deep,  and  here  it 
was  the  assault  was  made.  From  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  along  the 
west  front  from  shoulder  to  the  top  of  the  parapet  must  have  been 
over  20  feet  perpendicular,  and  the  same  in  the  north  front  from  the 
shoulder  of  the  northwest  bastion. 

The  evening  of  November  28,  hearing  from  various  sources,  which 
I believed  were  entitled  to  consideration,  that  a serious  engagement 
had  occurred  between  General  Bragg  and  General  Grant  at  Chat- 
tanooga, I addressed  a communication  to  General  Lon^street,  of 
which  the  following  is  a copy,  as  furnished  from  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral’s office  of  General  Longstreet : 

Headquarters  Division, 

November  28,  1863. 

General  : It  seems  to  be  a conceded  fact  that  there  has  been  a serious  engage- 
ment between  General  Bragg’s  forces  and  those  of  the  enemy;  with  what  result  is 
not  known  so  far  as  I have  heard.  General  Bragg  may  have  maintained  his  posi- 
tion, may  have  repulsed  the  enemy,  or  may  have  been  driven  back.  If  the  enemy 
has  been  beaten  at  Chattanooga,  do  w'e  not  gain  by  delay  at  this  point  ? If  we  have 
been  defeated  at  Chattanooga,  do  we  not  risk  our  entire  force  by  an  assault  here  ? 
If  we  have  been  defeated  at  Chattanooga,  our  communications  must  be  made  with 
Virginia.  We  cannot  combine  again  with  General  Bragg,  even  if  we  should  be 
successful  in  our  assault  on  KnoxviUe.  If  we  should  be  defeated  or  unsuccessful 
here,  and  at  the  same  time  General  Bragg  should  have  been  forced  to  retire,  would 
we  be  in  condition  to  force  our  way  to  tlie  army  in  Virginia?  I present  these  con- 
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siderations,  and  with  the  force  they  have  on  niy  mind  I beg  leave  to  say  that  I think 
we  had  better  delay  the  assault  until  we  hear  the  result  of  the  battle  of  Chattanooga. 
The  enemy  may  have  cut  our  communication  to  prevent  this  army  re-enforcing 
General  Bragg,  as  well  as  for  the  opposite  reason,  viz,  to  prevent  General  Bragg 
from  re-enforcing  us,  and  the  attack  at  Chattanooga  favors  the  first  proposition. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-General. 

The  letter  of  which  the  foregoing  is  a copy,  with  no  address  beyond  that  on  the 
envelope,  was  received  by  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  on  the  night  of  November 
28,  1863. 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  fortifications  of  the  city  of  Knoxville  are  upon  a series  of 
heights  circling  the  town,  comprising  Mabry’s  Hill,  Temperance 
Hill,  Loudon  Fort  Hill,  and  College  Hill.  These  heights  were  con- 
nected by  rifleipits  and  defended  by  redoubts  and  rifle-pits,  and 
besides  these  there  were  intermediate  redoubts,  loop-holed  houses, 
and  other  kinds  of  defenses,  abatis,  &c. ; also  a series  of  heights  on 
the  opposite  or  south  side  of  the  river,  which  are  superior  in  eleva- 
tion to  those  on  the  north  side,  and  which  were  fortified  and  com- 
manded the  town  completely.  A pontoon  bridge  across  the  river  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  town  connected  the  two  sets  of  defenses. 
A creek  called  Second  Creek,  which  flowed  between  Fort  Loudon 
and  Summit  Fort,  on  Summit  Hill,  had  been  dammed  up,  so  as  to 
make  a pond  between  the  two  heights  (so  I am  informed),  thus  dis- 
connecting Fort  Loudon  from  the  line  of  defenses  to  the  east,  viz: 
Summit  Fort,  Temperance  Hill  Fort,  Mabry’s  Hill,  &c. 

The  accompanying  sketch,  * with  a profile  of  heights  along  the 
dotted  lines  A B,  will  give  an  idea  of  the  heights  and  the  relative 
position  of  the  enemy’s  works.  The  forts  are  merely  indicated  ; it 
is  not  attempted  to  give  their  character  or  shape,  nor  the  line  of  rifle- 
pits,  or  other  than  the  main  fortifications. 

If  an  assault  was  made  upon  Knoxville  which  did  not  contemplate 
the  immediate  occupation  or  destruction  of  the  bridge  across  the 
Holston  connecting  the  town  with  the  south  side  of  the  river,  the 
enemy  would  undoubtedly  cross  to  that  side  if  the  town  should  be 
seriously  threatened,  and  occupying  the  heights  there  prevent  our 
occupation  of  the  town,  and  bidding  us  defiance  remain  there  until 
their  re-enforcements  arriving  (should  Grant  have  forced  General 
Bragg  to  retire),  they  would  then  have  assumed  the  offensive,  and  by 
crossing  the  French  Broad  and  moving  on  our  rear  toward  Virginia 
force  us  to  a precipitate  retreat  in  that  direction ; for  we  would  have 
no  other  way  to  go,  leaving  our  sick  and  wounded — and  the  number 
of  the  latter  must  have  been  very  large  to  have  forced  the  enemy 
from  Knoxville — and  we  would  have  retired  with  but  a very  limited 
amount  of  ammunition,  and  with  no  chances  of  a resupply  within  the 
borders  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  General  Bragg  had  defeated  General  Grant 
Knoxville  was  ours  without  the  necessity  of  an  assault.  I was  not 
informed  of  any  plan  of  assault  beyond  what  was  communicated  to 
me  in  General  Longstreet’s  letter  to  me  of  November  28,  herein  re- 
corded, wherein  he  directed  me  to  prepare  for  the  assault,  and  in- 
formed me  that  General  Jenkins  would  advance  to  the  assault,  ‘Hol- 
lowing my  movement,”  and  General  Johnson  would  support  General 
Jenkins  and  myself ; but  I supposed  his  intentions,  after  taking  Fort 

*See  p.  493. 
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Loudon  and  the  works  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  would  he  regulated 
by  what  he  could  judge  of  the  then  existing  state  of  affairs. 

But  I am  convinced  that,  no  matter  what  may  have  been  attempted, 
whether  to  bear  down  to  the  left  along  the  enemy’s  works  or  to  dash 
at  the  bridge,  would  have  been  attended  with  a very  heavy  loss  and 
*with  very  doubtful  results. 

• Under  these  circumstances  I addressed  the  foregoing  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Longstreet,  supposing  that  if  he  had  considered  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  as  I did  it  would  be  gratifying  for  him  to  have  the 
written  opinion  of  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  himself  if  he  thought 
proper  to  delay  the  assault  until  we  could  hear  definitely  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  battle,  which  was  said  to  have  taken  place  near  Chatta- 
nooga. I had  already  shown  my  desire  to  co-operate  cordially  with 
him  in  making  the  assault,  and  wished  to  inform  him  that  my  hearty 
co-operation  would  still  be  with  him  if  he  should  desire  to  delay  it. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  his  reply  : 

Headquarters, 

November  28,  1863. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

General  : Your  letter  is  received.  I am  not  at  all  confident  that  General  Bragg 
has  had  a serious  battle  at  Chattanooga,  but  there  is  a report  that  he  has,  and  has 
fallen  back  to  Tunnel  Hill.  Under  this  report  I am  entirely  convinced  that  our  only 
safety  is  in  making  the  assault  upon  the  enemy’s  position  to-morrow  at  daylight, 
and  it  is  the  more  important  that  I should  have  the  entire  support  and  co-operation 
of  the  officers  in  this  connection,  and  I do  hope  and  trust  that  I may  have  your  en- 
tire support  and  all  of  the  force  you  may  be  possessed  of  in  the  execution  of  my 
views.  It  is  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that  there  is  any  safety  for  us  in  going  to 
Virginia  if  General  Bragg  has  been  defeated,  for  we  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  his 
victors,  and  with  his  army  destroyed  our  own  had  better  be  also,  for  we  will  be  not 
only  destroyed,  but  disgraced.  There  is  neither  safety  nor  honor  in  any  other 
course  than  the  one  I have  chosen  and  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — The  assault  must  be  made  at  the  time  appointed,  and  must  be  made  with 
a determination  which  will  insure  success. 

On  November  20,  the  Tenth  Georgia,  of  Bryan’s  brigade,  was  sent 
across  the  Holston  River  and  occupied  the  heights  there,  which  were 
immediately  opposite  my  position  on  the  north  side,  driving  the  en- 
emy from  tliem.  Bryan’s  whole  brigade  after  this  crossed  and  took 
post  on  the  heights.  It  occupied  them  on  December  3,  after  the  as- 
sault, and  rejoined  the  division  after  dark  on  the  4th,  when  the  whole 
army  was  withdrawn  from  before  Knoxville  and  marched  toward 
Roger sville,  passing  Rutledge,  Bean’s  Station,  and  Mooresburg,  and 
halting  near  Blevins’  farm,  6 miles  from  Rogersville,  on  the  9th, 
where  the  division  encamped  until  December  14. 

On  the  13th,  General  Humphreys  was  sent  with  his  brigade  to 
support  an  advance  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Giltner,  toward  Bean’s 
Station.  He  went  within  3 miles  of  that  place,  and  returned  to  his 
camj)  that  night,  having  marched  24  miles.  The  weather  very  bad 
and  roads  much  cut  up  and  muddy. 

On  the  14th,  the  division  was  ordered  to  Bean’s  Station  (an  old 
Indian  station),  following  the  two  brigades  of  Buckner’s  division, 
under  General  Johnson.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  and  mounted  in- 
^ fantry  were  found  in  position  there,  and,  after  a sharp  engagement, 
were  driven  off  by  General  Johnson’s  command  attacking  on  the 
right  and  Kershaw’s  brigade  moving  on  their  left  flank,  supported 
by  Bryan’s  brigade  and  followed  by  the  rest  of  my  divis.on.  Ker- 
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sliaw’s  men  obtained  enougli  bacon  to  give  one  day’s  snp])ly  to  nnjst 
of  the  brigade,  and  a number  of  saddles  and  acconternients  and 
horses  were  cai)tured  by  the  division. 

On  the  15th,  I was  ordered  to  send  one  of  my  bi'igades  toward 
Rutledge  to  give  support  to  General  Jenkins,  who  was  threatened  by 
an  advance  of  the  enemy ; to  send  two  brigades,  if  they  had  beeii 
supplied  with  rations.  As  Kershaw’s  brigade  was  tlie  only  om? 
which  had  any,  having  obtained  them  from  the  battle-field,  as  before 
mentioned,*  1 ordered  his  brigade  only,  and  directed  it  to  move  at 
once.  It  was  so  late  at  the  time  the  order  was  received  that  it  was 
after  dark  before  his  brigade  reached  the  vicinity  of  General  Jenkins’ 
command,  and  the  enemy  retiring  that  night  no  engagement  ensued, 
and  the  brigade  rejoined  the  division  on  the  next  morning. 

On  the  16th,  General  Humphreys  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigade 
to  the  gap  in  Clinch  Mountain  and  attack  the  enemy  reported  to  be 
in  that  position,  but,  on  reaching  the  gap,  it  was  found  that  the  One 
hundred  and  seventeenth  Indiana  Regiment,  which  was  there  on  the 
day  before,  had  retreated  during  the  night  along  the  crest  of  the 
ridge  by  torch-light,  leaving  their  baggage,  all  their  tents,  cooking 
utensils,  and  commissary  stores,  12  mules,  and  five  wagons.  A 
regiment  was  at  once  sent  in  pursuit,  but  failed  to  overtake  them. 
Twelve  prisoners  were  brought  in  and  a considerable  number  of 
arms.  On  my  return  from  the  gap  I was  ordered  to  select  a line 
and  encamp  my  division. 

I cannot  too  highly  praise  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  for 
their  admirable  conduct  during  the  campaign  and  for  their  patient 
endurance  of  hardships  of  all  kinds.  Their  want  of  food,  of  cloth- 
ing, of  shoes  and  blankets,  and  of  tents  did  not  dampen  their  ardor 
nor  take  away  from  that  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  in  the  perform- 
ance of  all  duties  which  is  so  inspiring  to  behold,  and  which  gives 
such  assurance  to  commanders  that  their  courage  and  zeal  and  devo- 
tion can  always  be  relied  on. 

I call  particular  attention  to  the  conduct  of  General  Kershaw, 
who,  in  command  of  his  brigade,  was  distinguished  at  the  storming 
of  the  enemy’s  outworks  on  November  18,  and  in  flanking  the  enemy 
at  Bean’s  Station  on  December  14. 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Nance,  of  the  Third  South  Carolina,  on 
November  18 ; of  Colonel  Kennedy,  of  the  Second  South  Carolina, 
who  was  wounded  on  the  18th,  and  Colonel  Henagan,  of  the  Eighth 
South  Carolina ; Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard,  who  succeeded  Col- 
onel Kennedy  in ‘command  of  the  Second  Regiment,  and  also  Maj. 
William  Wallace,  of  the  same  regiment,  who  was  conspicuous  for 
his  gallantry  on  this  as  on  all  other  occasions,  deserve  special  notice, 
as  also  Captain  Dwight  and  Lieutenant  Doby,  of  General  Kershaw’s 
staff. 

The  conduct  of  General  Bryan  during  the  siege  and  afterward, 
and  especially  at  the  assault,  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  He  led  his 
brigade  to  the  work,  and,  after  seeing  that  all  was  done  that  could 
be  done,  was  the  very  last  to  retire. 

Col.  E.  Ball,  of  the  Fifty-first  Georgia,  and  Colonel  Simms,  of.  the 
Fifty-third  Georgia,  who  was  wounded  in  the  assault ; Lieut.  Col. 
W.  C.  Holt,  of  the  Tenth  Georgia,  and  Major  McBride  and  Adju- 
tant Strickland,  and  Lieut.  J.  T.  Stovall,  Company  F,  all  of  the 
Tenth  Georgia,  were  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
during  the  siege. 

Captain  Ellis,  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  who  was  wounded 
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during  the  assault,  is  a gallant  soldier  and  an  accomplished  gentle- 
man, and  I recommend  him  for  his  good  conduct  during  this  cam- 
paign and  elsewhere  for  promotion. 

Major  Hartsfield,  of  the  Fifty-third  Georgia,  and  Captain  Yande- 
griff.  Fifty-third  Georgia,  were  also  distinguished  for  gallantry. 

My  special  thanks  are  due  to  Brig.  Gen.  B.  G.  Humphreys,  who 
commanded  the  assaulting  column,  composed  of  parts  of  his  own 
and  Bryan’s  brigade,  for  his  zeal,  courage,  and  coolness  in  conduct- 
ing that  assault,  and  for  his  activity,  energy,  and  earnestness  in  the 
performance  of  all  his  duties  on  every  occasion.  I take  pleasure  in 
recommending  him  for  promotion. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Fiser,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 
who  lost  an  arm  while  endeavoring  to  scale  the  parapet  of  Fort 
Loudon,  was  conspicuous  on  this  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  for  his 
daring  and  brilliant  courage. 

CajDtain  Cherry,  of  the  same  regiment,  was  wounded  in  the  assault, 
and  was  also  greatly  distinguished  for  his  gallantry. 

Major  Donald,  of  the  Thirteenth,  and  Captain  Brown,  of  the  same 
regiment.  Captain  Wright  and  Lieutenant  Gunn,  of  the  Seventeenth, 
exhibited  the  brightest  qualities  of  soldiers  in  rallying  and  reform- 
ing their  shattered  regiments. 

Captain  Barksdale  and  Lieutenant  Hobart,  of  General  Humphreys’ 
staff,  deserve  particular  notice  for  their  zeal  and  courage  and  ser- 
vices during  the  campaign. 

Captain  Dortch,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia,  who  drove  in  the 
enemy’s  pickets  with  his  regiment  on  the  night  of  the  28th ; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hutchins,  who  commanded  the  sharpshooters  on  that 
occasion  and  afterward  the  brigade;  Major  Hamilton,  who  com- 
manded Phillips  Legion  and  led  the  assault  on  the  left  of  the  line 
against  the  northwest  bastion  of  Fort  Loudon,  and  who  was  wounded 
in  his  efforts  to  get  his  men  into  the  work,  is  an  officer  of  great  gal- 
lantry, fine  intelligence,  and  a good  disciplinarian. 

Captain  Norris,  of  Phillips  Legion,  a good  soldier,  good  discipli- 
narian, and  gallant  officer,  deserves  especial  mention. 

There  are  many  others  whose  names  are  not  before  me  who  were 
distinguished  for  the  brightest  qualities,  of  whom  mention  will  be 
made  hereafter. 

I am  especially  indebted  to  Maj.  James  M.  Goggin,  my  adjutant- 
general,  for  his  devotedness  and  zeal  -in  the  performance  of  all  his 
duties.  I know  of  no  officer  more  deserving  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  brigadier  than  himself,  or  who  possesses  higher  qualities  to  illus- 
trate the  position.  His  experience  in  military  affairs,  his  calm,  cool 
courage,  his  strict  integrity  and  impartiality,  and  straightforward 
manner  would  soon  give  him  the  confidence  of  any  community  or 
any  body  of  men,  and  his  services  entitle  him  to  high  preferment. 

Surg.  John  T.  Gilmore,  chief  surgeon  of  my  division,  who  has  not 
a superior  in  his  profession,  added  to  his  previous  distinction  by  his 
prompt  and  efficient  arrangements  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  and 
for  the  most  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  his 
office. 

To  Major  Peck,  chief  quartermaster  of  division,  and  Major 
Edwards,  chief  commissary,  and  Lieut.  Alfred  Edwards,  ordnance 
officer,  I am  indebted  for  their  faithful  and  efficient  discharge  of 
their  several  duties  during  the  campaign. 

To  Maj.  E.  L.  Costin,  inspector,  and  Captain  Lamar,  my  aide-de- 
camp,  I return  many  thanks  for  their  efficiency  and  cordial  co-oper-. 
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ation  witli  me,  and  I call  x>articular  attention  to  these  officers  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct. 

The  country  has  to  mourn  the  loss  of  many  of  its  best  and  bravest 
men,  who  were  killed  while  fighting  bravely  during  this  campaign. 
Among  them  I will  mention  Colonel  McElroy,  of  the  Thirteenth 
Mississippi  Regiment,  who  was  killed  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Lou- 
don on  November  29.  He  was  shot  at  the  angle  of  the  wall  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment,  which  led  in  the  assault  on  the  right.  He  was 
a man  of  very  fine  courage,  united  to  a self-possession  on  all  occa- 
sions, with  a knowledge  of  his  duties  and  a natural  capacity  for 
command  which  inspired  confidence  and  made  him  always  conspicu- 
ous. His  death  is  much  to  be  regretted. 

Colonel  Ruff,  of  the  Eighteenth  Georgia,  who  commanded  Wof- 
ford’s brigade  and  led  it  to  the  assault,  was  shot  while  cheering  on 
his  men.  He  was  a gallant  and  accomplished  officer,  whose  merit 
was  concealed  by  his  modest  and  unobtrusive  manner,  but  who  was 
fast  becoming  known  as  occasions  forced  a display  of  his  zeal  and 
worth.  I knew  of  no  one  whose  career  promised  to  be  more  useful. 

Colonel  Thomas,  of  the  Sixteenth  Georgia,  a brave  and  determined 
officer,  was  also  killed  while  leading  his  regiment  and  attempting  to 
scale  the  work.  He  was  found  dead  sitting  in  the  corner  of  the  ditch 
facing  the  enemy. 

There  are  many  other  officers  and  men  whose  gallantry  and  deeds 
of  daring  deserve  that  their  names  should  be  especially  recorded,  but 
the  number  is  so  great  it  cannot  be  done  in  this  report. 

On  December  17, 1 received  an  order  from  General  Longstreefs 
headquarters,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy  : 

Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  27.  ) Near  Beari’s  Station,  December  17,  i863. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws  is  relieved  from  further  duty  with  this  army,  and  will  pro- 
ceed to  Augusta,  Ga.,  from  which  place  he  will  report  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General.  He  will  turn  over  the  command  of  his  division  to  the  senior 
brigadier  present. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

C.  S.  Army. 

Being  totally  uninformed  of  any  reasons  for  such,  an  order,  I ad- 
dressed the  following  communication  to  Colonel  Sorrel : 

Camp  on  Bean’s  Station  Gap  Road, 

December  17, 1868. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Special  Orders,  No.  27,  from  your 
headquarters,  of  this  date,  relieving  me  from  further  duty  with  this  army.  If  there 
is  no  impropriety  in  making  inquiry,  and  I cannot  imagine  there  is,  I respectfully 
request  to  be  informed  of  the  particular  reason  for  the  order. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-General. 

In  reply  to  which  I received  the  following  : 

Headquarters, 

Near  Bean’s  Station,  December  17,  1863. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

C.  S.  Army: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  to-day 
asking  for  the  particular  reason  for  the  issue  of  the  order  relieving  you  fropi  duty 
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with  this  army.  In  reply,  I am  directed  to  say  that  throughout  the  campaign  on 
which  we  are  engaged  you  have  exhibited  a want  of  confidence  in  the  efforts  and 
plans  which  the  commanding  general  has  thought  proper  to  adopt,  and  he  is  appre- 
hensive that  this  feeling  will  extend  more  or  less  to  the  troops  under  your  command. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  commanding  general  has  felt  that  the  interest  of  the 
public  service  would  be  advanced  by  your  separation  from  him,  and  as  he  could  not 
himself  leave  he  decided  upon  the  issue  of  the  order  which  you  have  received. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

As  I was  not  informed  of  any  instance  wherein  I had  exhibited 
any  want  of  confidence  in  the  plans  and  efforts  of  the  commanding 
general,  and  am  still  ignorant  that  I have  ever  done  so,  I can  but 
close  with  the  regret  that  my  conduct  has  been  misunderstood  or 
misrepresented.  If  I have  failed  ever  in  any  duty  it  was  because  I 
was  ignorant  of  the  plans  or  efforts  which  the  commanding  general 
wished  me  to  carry  out  or  to  make. 

As  I left  my  division  on  the  next  day  after  receiving  the  orders 
above  quoted  and  went  across  the  country  to  Augusta,  Ga.,  I am  not 
informed  personally  of  its  movements  thereafter. 

On  reviewing  the  campaign  I cannot  but  remark — with  no  spirit 
of  fault-finding,  however,  as  I was  totally  unacquainted  with  Gen- 
eral Longstreet’s  plans  and  therefore  not  informed  whether  or  not 
he  desired  to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engagement  or  to  force  them  to 
retire  only  toward  Knoxville — that  if  the  leading  division  (Hood’s), 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Jenkins,  had  marched  on  instead 
of  turning  to  the  right  and  forming  line  of  battle  toward  Lenoir’s 
Station  on  November  15  the  enemy  could  have  been  intercepted  in 
his  retreat  either  at  Campbell’s  Station  or  at  a point  7 miles  from 
the  forks  of  the  road,  where  my  division  was  halted  and  brought  to  a 
decisive  engagement,  which,  in  the  existing  demoralized  state  of  the 
enemy,  as  shown  by  his  hasty  retreat  from  Lenoir’s  Station,  would 
have  rendered  the  siege  of  Knoxville  unnecessary  and  its  fall  a se- 
quence of  the  battle.  Our  army  could  then  have  either  returned  to 
Chattanooga  or  have  threatened  the  enemy’s  rear  in  the  direction  of 
Kingston,  and  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge  would  never  have  oc- 
curred, or  the  final  result  would  have  been  more  favorable  to  our 
cause. 

I was  informed  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  after  dark,  by  one  of 
my  couriers,  who  Avas  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  by  citizens 
of  standing  who  lived  in  the  vicinity,  that  there  was  a road  which, 
turning  off  from  the  Campbell’s  Station  road  4 miles  from  the  forks 
where  I was,  led  into  the  road  upon  which  the  enemy  were,  6 or  7 
miles  from  my  position,  and  that  if  we  could  gain  the  junction  a 
small  force  could  hold  the  place  against  great  odds,  as  the  position 
was  a very  strong  one.  I wrote  to  General  Longstreet  informing 
him  of  this  road  after  dark  on  the  15th,  but  whether  or  not  he  re- 
ceived my  note  I am  not  aware,  as  no  answer  was  returned.  The 
leading  division  could,  however,  have  easily  marched  to  Campbell’s 
Station  the  evening  previous,  and  a demonstration  of  my  division 
upon  Lenoir’s  Station  would  have  covered  the  movement  until  after 
dark,  when  I could  have  joined  the  leading  division,  or  have  re- 
mained in  position  to  act  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  demanded. 

Again,  I believe  that  if  Knoxville  had  been  assaulted  on  the  even- 
ing of  our  arrival  there,  or  the  evening  after  (the  18th),  when  Ker- 
shaw’s brigade  assaulted  and  carried  the  outworks  of  the  enemy. 
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that  we  could  have  either  forced  an  evacuation  on  the  night  of  the 
17th  or  have  gained  a position  which  would  have  rendered  the  town 
untenable  ; but  our  troops  were  never  assembled  for  an  assault  un- 
til the  29th,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  deployed  in  enveloiiing 
the  town. 

When  the  assault  was  made  on  the  29th,  if  Hood’s  division,  on  my 
left,  had  assaulted  the  enemy’s  works  to  the  left  (my  left)  of  Fort 
Loudon,  and  at  the  same  time  my  assault  was  made,  both  i^oints 
would  probably  have  been  carried,  and  without  the  loss  of  as  many 
men  as  I suffered  in  attempting  the  fort  alone,  as  my  loss  was  in- 
flicted chiefly  by  a deliberate  fire  from  the  left  of  the  fort,  which 
was  not  kept  down  by  the  sharpshooters  there,  but  which  would 
have  been  diverted  and  rendered  less  accurate  if  the  point  had  been 
assaulted.  But  if  the  assault  had  not  been  made  at  all  we  could  have 
changed  our  base  upon  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  General  Bragg 
having  been  compelled  to  fall  back  from  Missionary  Ridge,  selected 
a position  in  the  rear  of  Knoxville  toward  Virginia,  and  retired  at 
our  leisure,  for  I do  not  believe  that  the  enemy  would  have  ventured 
to  have  followed  us  to  an  engagement,  even  if  he  had  been  re- 
enforced, for  the  country,  by  reason  of  its  narrow  valleys  between 
inaccessible  mountains,  offered  strong  defensible  positions  to  enable 
a small  force  to  successfully  resist  one  much  superior,  and  we  thus 
could  have  made  use  of  a vast  amount  of  grain  and  hay  and  sub- 
sistence which  was  afterward  wasted  by  the  enemy.  As  it  was,  the 
enemy  made  no  pursuit  of  us,  but  following  at  a distance  retreated 
as  we  turned  on  them. 

On  the  night  of  the  8th,  after  my  arrival  at  Mooresburg,  I sent 
for  my  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary,  who  had  been  there  in 
advance  of  the  command,  and  they  informed  me  that  in  the  section 
of  country  which  could  be  foraged  from  that  place  subsistence  stores 
and  forage  were  more  abundant  than  in  any  section  north  of  it,  and 
the  commissary  (Major  Edwards)  gave  me  a list  of  mills  around  the 
country  which  could  be  used  in  making  flour  and  corn-meal  for  the 
troops.  I informed  General  Longstreet  by  letter  to  his  adjutant- 
general  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Sorrel)  of  these  facts,  but  no  reply  was 
given.  The  troops  were  marched  on,  however,  and  the  enemy  came 
up  in  the  rear,  destroying  and  wasting  everything  not  absolutely 
needed  for  themselves,  and  then  our  army  returned  on  the  14th  and 
had  to  fight  to  get  back  the  country  which  they  could  have  had  un- 
molested by  remaining  there. 

After  the  assault  (the  day  after,  I believe,  or  it  may  have  been  two 
or  three  days  after),  at  a council  of  war  called  by  General  Long- 
street,  consisting  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  Maj.  Gen.  L. 
McLaws,  Brig.  Gen.  B.  R.  Johnson,  Brigadier-General  Jenkins, 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  and  Col.  E.  P.  Alexander,  the  question 
was  submitted  as  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued — whether  to  join 
General  Bragg  or  to  change  our  base  looking  toward  Virginia.  The 
council  was  informed  by  General  Longstreet  that  he  had  received  a 
telegram  from  President  Davis  directing  him  to  join  General  Bragg, 
if  possible,  with  his  forces.  Several  telegrams,  or  one  at  least,  from 
General  B.,  was  shown,  wherein  it  stated  that  General  Bragg’s 
army  had  retired  toward  Dalton,  Ga.,  the  exact  point  I do  not  recol- 
lect, and  intimating  that  if  he  (General  L.)  could  join  him  it  would 
be  desirable,  but  he  could  not  expect  any  assistance  from  General 
B.  in  making  the  effort,  Such  is  my  recollection.  Telegrams  from 
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the  officers  in  command  at  Loudon  and  below,  showing  that  the  en- 
emy were  advancing  toward  Loudon,  were  also  submitted. 

To  the  question,  then,  whether  we  should  attempt  to  join  General 
Bragg,  or  change  our  base  toward  Virginia,  I was  called  on  for  my 
opinion,  being  next  in  rank  to  General  L.  I submitted  that  our  first 
duty  was  to  endeavor  to  join  General  Bragg,  as  the  President  di- 
rected, and  General  Bragg  intimated  as  being  his  desire,  and  in  dis- 
cussing that  question  I argued  against  making  the  attempt,  for  the 
reason  that  we  could  not  go  by  the  route  we  came,  but  would  have 
to  choose  one  farther  to  the  east,  and  there  was  none  in  that  direc- 
tion that  did  not  lead  through  a rough,  mountainous,  and  desolate 
country,  where  neither  forage  nor  subsistence  could  be  obtained  for 
the  men  and  animals.  That  snow,  as  we  could  perceive,  had  fallen 
over  that  country,  which  would  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  march, 
as  many  of  our  men  were  without  shoes,  and  our  sick  would  be  un- 
able to  keep  with  us.  That  in  all  probability  the  command  would 
have  to  be  divided  in  order  to  obtain  subsistence,  in  which  event  it 
would  be  a long  time  before  we  could  be  united  again,  so  as  to  be 
of  efficient  service,  and  that  the  mere  fact  of  retiring  in  that  direc- 
tion would  have  a very  bad  moral  effect  upon  our  troops,  as  we 
would  thus  abandon  East  Tennessee  to  the  enemy,  and  the  faint- 
hearted would  despond  and  perhaps  leave  us,  especially  those  of 
that  class  in  the  regiments  from  Tennessee,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  enemy,  having  nothing  to  oppose  them  in  East  Tennessee,  could 
re-enforce  General  Grant  at  Chattanooga  with  nearly  their  entire 
force  from  Knoxville,  and  thus  enable  him  to  push  on  before  our 
forces  could  possibly  join  General  Bragg,  even  in  the  unserviceable 
condition  they  would  be  in  after  the  long  and  tedious  march  over 
the  desolate  country  we  would  be  compelled  to  travel. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  remained  in  East  Tennessee,  with  our 
base  changed  toward  Virginia,  our  force  would  act  as  a constant 
menace  upon  General  Grant’s  flank  and  rear,  and  comjjel  him  to 
keep  one  equally  as  large  in  and  about  Knoxville  to  watch  our  move- 
ments. That  we  owed  it  to  the  people  of  East  Tennessee,  who  had 
been  loyal  to  us,  to  afford  them  some  protection  and  not  abandon 
them  suddenly  to  the  enemy.  That  the  effect  upon  our  troops  would 
be  beneficial,  and  that  we  would  by  remaining  relieve  Georgia  and 
the  whole  South,  excepting  East  Tennessee,  from  the  burden  of  sub- 
sisting our  forces,  at  a time,  too,  when  the  relief  would  be  very  sen- 
sibly felt ; and  that  if  we  did  have  to  draw  heavily  upop  the  re- 
sources of  East  Tennessee  we  would  be  drawing  from  a population 
the  large  majority  of  which  were  inimical  to  our  cause,  and  which 
would  be  much  better  than  necessitating  us  to  opi)ress  those  farther 
south  who  were  entirely  loyal. 

There  was  no  dissent  from  these  views  and  the  army  was  with- 
drawn toward  Virginia.  I do  not  claim  that  my  views  were  the 
cause  of  that  course  being  adopted,  but  I merely  place  my  opinion 
upon  record.  I have  no  doubt  but  any  other  member  of  the  council 
would  have  given  the  same  opinion  and  have  more  forcibly  ex- 
pressed it.* 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General. 


* Casualties  in  McLaws’  division  at  Bean’s  Station  : Kershaw’s  brigade — killed,  5; 
wounded,  52 ; niissing,  5 ; total,  62,  Brian’s  brigade-^kiUed,  \ \ wounded,  1 ; tq- 
tal,  2, 
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Augusta,  Ga., 
January  17,  1864. 

General  S.  CooPER, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 

On  the  15th  instant  I received  from  General  Longstreet’s  head- 
quarters a copy  of  a charge  preferred  against  myself,  with  an  accom- 
panying letter,  being  a copy  of  one  which  he  had  forwarded  to  you, 
referring  to  the  charges.  To  prevent  any  misunderstanding,  I here- 
with inclose  copies  of  both  the  charges  and  letter.  I beg  leave  to 
remark  concerning  the  charge  and  specifications  : 

The  assault  against  Fort  Loudon,  which  was  made  by  three  bri- 
gades of  my  division,  on  the  morning  of  November  29  last,  had  been 
ordered  to  be  made  on  the  28th,  the  day  previous,  at,  I think,  2 p. 
m. , perhaps  earlier ; but  at  my  request  and  on  my  suggestion  it  was 
delayed  until  the  morning  of  the  29th,  to  enable  me  to  advance  my 
line  of  sharpshooters  so  as  to  fire  along  the  enemy’s  works  and  tlius 
facilitate  the  advance  of  the  assaulting  columns  by  distracting  and 
preventing  the  enemy’s  fire.  The  enemy’s  pits  were  taken  all  along 
my  line,  and  my  sharpshooters  advancing  beyond  them  established 
a new  line  for  themselves  within  easy  musket  range  of  the  main 
work.  This  was  done,  excepting  with  the  sharpshooters  from  Bryan’s 
brigade,  and  the  exception  was  made  for  the  following  reasons  : Tlie 
sharpshooters  of  the  brigades  were  arranged  from  left  to  right,  as 
follows:  Wofford’s,  Humphreys’,  Bryan’s,  Kershaw’s.  Kershaw’s 
line  was  so  far  advanced  on  the  right  that  the  connection  could  not 
be  established  with  Bryan’s,  and  Colonel  Holt,  of  the  Tenth  Georgia, 
who  commanded  Bryan’s  sharpshooters,  came  to  me  some  time  late 
in  the  night  of  the  28th,  and  informing  me  of  the  circumstance, 
requested  authority  to  throw  the  right  of  his  line  back,  so  as  to 
protect  his  right  flank,  which  I authorized  him  to  do,  deeming  it 
essential  for  the  safety  of  his  line. 

The  enemy  had  not  long  previous  assaulted  my  line  of  sharp- 
shooters by  coming  down  on  their  flank,  which  had  not  been  })ro])- 
erly  supported  on  the  left  by  the  advance  of  Hood’s  division,  and 
had  taken  their  pits  temporarily,  but  were  finally  driven  back  witli 
considerable  loss  by  the  reserves  coming  up.  I did  not  wish  the  ex- 
periment to  be  repeated,  and  therefore  had  the  right  of  Bryan’s  line 
thrown  back,  or,  rather,  authorized  it  to  be  done  ; but  that  it  had  any 
effect  upon  the  final  result  I deny,  because  my  loss  was  but  about  5b 
or  60  before  reaching  the  ditch,  and  the  enemy  fired  but  one  gun,  as 
some  say,  and  others  but  two,  upon  the  advancing  columns,  being- 
kept  down  by  the  sharpshooters. 

To  the  second  specification  I merely  assert  that  the  Seventeenth 
Mississippi,  of  Humphreys’  brigade,  and  Phillips  (Georgia)  Legion, 
of  Wofford’s  brigade,  two  as  fine  bodies  of  men  and  as  well  com- 
manded as  can  be  found  anywhere,  were  selected  to  lead,  and  did 
lead,  the  assaulting  columns,  and  they,  as  well  as  all  others,  were 
ordered  to  take  the  work  and  hold  it  against  all  comers  until  I ar- 
rived to  direct  otherwise.  My  orders  were  to  take  the  works  ; that 
was  all  for  the  assaulting  column  to  do,  and  I was  notified  that  Gen- 
eral Jenkins,  commanding  Hood’s  division,  would  follow  my  column 
and  lead  division  to  the  left.  I am  at  a loss  to  conceive  as  to  what 
definite  instructions  further  than  those  I gave  could  have  been  given, 
as  the  inside  of  the  work  was  an  unknown  quantity.  What  was  to 
be  done  after  it  was  taken  was  to  be  found  out.  If  there  was  no 
ditch  on  the  left  (tlie  west  side)  tliat  offered  any  obstacle,  or  but 
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little,  to  the  entrance  to  the  work,  I have  been  most  egregiously  mis- 
informed, for  I have  in  my  possession  a paper,  of  which  the  accom- 
panying one,  marked  B,  is  a copy  from  the  colnmn  of  my  division 
which  assaulted  on  the  left,  showing  a very  different  state  of  affairs. 

In  regard  to  the  men  not  being  supplied  with  ladders  or  other 
means  of  crossing  the  ditch,  I was  assured  by  General  Longstreet 
himself,  and  by  members  of  his  staff  who  made  observations  of  the 
work  from  the  heights  around  on  both  sides  of  the  river  by  means  of 
powerful  glasses,  that  there  was  no  ditch  that  offered  any  great  ob- 
stacle. I was  pertinaciously  pressed  with  the  fact  that  there  would 
be  but  little  difficulty,  so  far  as  the  ditch  was  concerned,  in  entering 
the  work,  and  I endeavored  to  impress  the  fact  upon  the  men,  and 
in  connection  with  it  urged  them  to  rush  to  the  assault  with  impetu- 
osity and  without  halting.  How  well  my  instructions  were  obeyed 
the  history  of  the  contest  will  show.  I,  however,  contemplated  get- 
ting bundles  of  wheat  for  the  men  to  carry,  and  therewith  fill  up  the 
ditch  if  one  was  found  offering  a serious  impediment  to  our  advance; 
but  there  was  not  a sufficient  quantity  available  for  the  purpose 
where  I expected  to  find  it.  As  for  ladders,  I had  no  means,  or 
time,  or  material  to  make  any.  The  idea  of  obtaining  them  was 
entertained,  but  as  I had  nothing  to  make  them  with  I said  nothing 
about  them,  deeming  it  unadvisable  to  broach  the  subject.  No  one 
ever  mentioned  the  probability  of  any  necessity  for  them,  as  it  was 
regarded  as  a work  requiring  dash  and  daring  only.  If  General 
Longstreet,  after  reconnoitering  the  works,  had  considered  that  lad- 
ders, or  other  means  for  crossing  the  ditch,  were  necessary,  I suppose 
he  would  have  made  some  mention  of  them  at  least  on  some  occasion. 
I should  think  it  was  his  place  to  order  them.  His  omission  to  do 
either  looks  very  strange,  when  he  charges  me  with  being  criminally 
negligent  in  not  getting  them. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  after  the  assault  is  over  to  see  where  errors 
have  been  committed  ; but  of  those  I am  charged  with,  where  there 
was  any  in  fact,  I do  not  consider  myself  responsible,  and  hold  my- 
self unjustly  charged ; and  I object  to  being  put  forward  as  a blind 
to  draw  attention  away  from  the  main  issue,  which  is  the  conduct  of 
the  campaign  in  East  Tennessee  under  General  Longstreet. 

I assert  that  the  enemy  could  have  been  brought  to  an  engagement 
before  reaching  Knoxville ; that  the  town,  if  assaulted  at  all,  should 
have  been  on  the  first  day  we  arrived,  or  on  the  next  at  farthest ; 
that  when  the  assault  was  made  on  Fort  Loudon  it  was  not  called  for 
by  any  line  of  policy  whatever ; but,  on  the  contrary,  no  good  results 
could  possibly  have  been  attained. 

You  will  recollect  that  on  December  29,  ultimo,  I forwarded  to 
you  a copy  of  an  order  relieving  me  from  duty  with  General  Long- 
street’s  command.  Before  leaving  I addressed  a note  to  his  head- 
quarters inquiring  the  reason  why  the  order  was  issued,  and  the 
reply  was  that,  having  exhibited  a want  of  confidence  in  the  plans 
and  efforts  of  General  Longstreet  throughout  the  campaign  on  which 
he  was  then  engaged,  he  (General  Longstreet)  was  apprehensive  it 
might  be  extended  to  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  as  he  could 
not  leave  himself,  I was  ordered  to  do  so.  This  was  the  sole  reason 
assigned  at  that  time,  and  yet  after  my  departure  a charge  of  neg- 
lect of  duty,  with  three  specifications,  was  forwarded  to  your  office 
against  me,  and  in  the  letter  accompanying  the  charges  he  writes  I 
was  not  arrested  for  the  reason  he  thought  I might  be  of  service 
elsewhere.  I inquired  why  I was  relieved  from  duty  for  the  reason 
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that,  if  there  was  any  part  of  my  conduct  needing  investigation,  I 
might  before  leaving  be  informed,  so  that  I might  make  the  neces- 
sary preparations  to  defend  myself.  But  as  it  is  now  you  can  per- 
ceive the  disadvantages  I am  laboring  under.  I must  therefore 
demand  that  the  charges  be  investigated  at  an  early  day  by  a court 
of  inquiry  or  court-martial,  or  they  be  withdrawn  and  I restored  to 
duty  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

• L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters, 

Russellville,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1803. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  charges  and  speci- 
fications against  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws  and  against  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B. 
Robertson.  * I have  no  authority  to  order  courts,  and  have  there- 
fore to  ask  that  a court  be  ordered  for  the  trial  of  Brigadier-General 
Robertson.  General  McLaws  was  not  arrested  when  he  was  relieved 
from  duty,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  supposed  that  his  services 
might  be  important  to  the  Government  in  some  other  position.  If 
such  is  the  case,  I have  no  desire  that  he  should  be  kept  from  that 
service  or  that  his  usefulness  should  be  impaired  in  any  way  by  a 
trial,  f 

I remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding . 


[Sub-inclosure.] 


CHARGE  AND  SPECIFICATIONS  PREFERRED  AGAINST  MAJ.  GEN.  L. 

m’laws. 

Charge. — Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification  1. — In  this,  that  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  being  in  com- 
mand of  a division  of  the  Confederate  forces  near  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
and  being  ordered  by  his  commanding  officer  (Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Long- 
street)  to  advance  his  line  of  sharpshooters  at  dark  on  the  night  of 
November  28  to  within  good  rifle  range  of  the  enemy’s  works,  so  as 
to  give  his  sharpshooters  play  upon  the  enemy  behind  his  works  (it 
being  part  of  a plan  of  attack  that  the  sharpshooters  should  engage 
the  enemy  behind  his  works  along  our  entire  line  while  an  assault  was 
made  upon  one  of  the  enemy’s  forts),  did  fail  to  arrange  his  line  of 
sharpshooters  so  as  to  meet  this  view,  and  did  allow  a portion  of  the 
rifle-pits  to  be  sunk  about  200  yards  from  the  point  to  be  attacked 
under  a hill  entirely  out  of  view  of  the  fort  aforesaid,  thus  failing  to 
give  his  assaulting  columns  the  protection  of  the  fire  of  his  sharp- 
shooters at  this  point  during  their  advance  and  attack. 

Specification  2. — In  this,  that  the  aforesaid  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

*See  p.  470. 

f See  Confederate  Correspondence,  etc.,  McLaws  to  Cooper,  December  29,  1863, 
and  (hooper  to  Longstreet,  January  5,  1864,  Part  III,  pp.  881,  893. 
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being  ordered  by  his  commanding  officer  (Lieutenant-General  Long- 
street)  to  arrange  an  assaulting  column  of  three  of  his  brigades,  and 
to  attack  the  enemy’s  fort  at  the  northwest  angle  of  his  works  at 
dawn  of  day  on  November  29,  did  fail  to  organize  a select  body  of 
men  to  lead  in  the  assault  as  is  customary  in  such  attacks,  and  did 
allow  his  three  brigades  to  advance  to  the  assault  without  definite 
and  specific  instructions  for  the  leading  columns,  and  for  the  troops 
that  were  to  enter  the  fort  first,  which  are  essential  to  success  in  such 
attacks. 

Specification  3. — In  this,  that  the  aforesaid  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 
being  ordered  to  assault  the  enemy’s  position  at  the  northwest  angle 
of  his  works  at  daylight  on  November  29,  did  make  his  attack  upon 
a point  where  the  ditch  was  impassable,  and  did  fail  to  provide  any 
of  his  assaulting  columns  with  ladders  or  other  means  of  crossing 
the  ditch  and  entering  the  enemy’s  works,  and  did  fail  to  inform  his 
officers  that  the  ditch  on  the  west  side  of  the  fort  was  but  a slight 
obstacle  to  his  infantry,  and  that  the  fort  could  be  entered  from  that 
side  with  but  little  delay,  thus  failing  in  the  details  of  his  attack  to 
make  the  arrangements  essential  to  success.  All  this  near  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  on  or  about  November  28  and  29,  1863. 

Witnesses : Brig.  Gen.  B.  G.  Humphreys,  Brig.  Gen.  Goode  Bryan, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  Jenkins,  Col.  E.  P.  Alexander,  Maj.  J.  M.  Goggin, 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  C.  Holt,  Surg;  J.  S.  D.  Cullen,  Surg.  R.  Barksdale, 
Lieut.  A.  D’Antignac. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

. Lieutenant-General. 


[Inclosure  B.] 


Headquarters  Wofford’s  Brigade, 

Decernher  1,  1863. 


Maj.  James  M.  Goggin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 


I herewith  forward  a brief  of  the  evidence  of  officers  and  men  who 
were  present  and  participated  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy’s  works 
on  the  29th  ultimo  relative  to  the  points  inquired  of  in  General 
McL^ws’  note  of  this  instant,  together  with  the  names  of  those  wlio 
are  ready  to  verify  the  statements.  There  are  hundreds,  perhaps,  in 
the  brigade  whose  testimony  would  corroborate  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

N.  L.  HUTCHINS,  Jr., 
Lieidenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  evidence  of  officers  and  men 
of  Wofford’s  brigade,  who  were  present  at  and  in  the  ditch  and  on 
the  enemy’s  works  when  the  assault  was  made  on  the  morning  of  tlie 
29th  ultimo,  relating  to  the  construction  of  the  fort,  to  wit : 

The  ditch  is  from  8 to  10  feet  wide,  and  its  depth  from  4 to  6 feet, 
and  its  sides  are  almost  perpendicular.  There  was  no  berme  noticed 
by  most  of  them,  while  others  say  there  is,  perhaps,  one  of  not 
exceeding  6 inches  in  width,  now  filled  by  the  crumbling  dirt.  Tlie 
slope  of  the  exterior  slope  of  the  parapet  is  at  an  angle  of  60“  or  70“ 
with  the  base  line,  and  the  height  of  the  work  from  the  bottom  of 
the  ditch  about  18  feet  on  a perpendicular  line.  The  eartli  (clay)  of 
the  slope  is  hard  and  slippery,  and  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  a foot- 
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hold  upon  it.  There  was  a ditch  along  the  whole  length  of  the  fort 
on  both  sides  of  the  angle  as  far  as  they  could  see,  and  tliat  on  the 
left  was  flanked  by  rifle-pits.  Wire  was  tied  from  stumx)  to  stump, 
in  order  to  impede  the  advance  upon  the  work.  Those  who  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  on  the  slope  of  the  parajjet  did  so  by  the  assistance 
of  others. 

Names  of  those  who  testify  to  these  facts:  Capt.  John  S.  Norris, 
Capt.  F.  C.  Fuller,  Capt.  S.  Y.  Harris,  Capt.  John  L.  Dodds,  Phil- 
lips’ Legion ; Lieut.  C.  W.  Baldwin,  Lieut.  G.  F.  Pierce,  Private  W. 
R.  Head,  Cobb’s  Legion ; Lieutenant  Dyer,  Lieutenant  Brannon, 
Sergt.  E.  W.  Strickland  (Company  I),  Private  Sanders  (Company 
C),  Private  Cleghorn  (Company  D),  Sixteenth  Georgia ; Cajjtain 
Crawford,  Captain  Calahan,  Lieutenant  Hardin,  Lieutenant  Mad- 
dox, Private  J.  Kennedy,  Eighteenth  Georgia. 


General  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  46.  ) Richmond,  May  4,  1864. 

I.  At  a general  court-martial,  convened  by  Special  Orders,  No. 
21,  current  series,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  was  ar- 
raigned and  tried  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaivs,  Provisional  Army  Confed- 
erate States,  on  the  following  charge  and  specifications  : 

Charge. — Neglect  of  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

Specification  1. — In  this,  that  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  being  in  command  of  a divis- 
ion of  the  Confederate  forces  near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  being  ordered  by  his  com- 
manding officer,  Lieut.  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  to  advance  his  line  of  sharpshooters  at 
dark  on  the  night  of  November  29  [28],  to  within  good  rifle  range  of  the  enemy’s 
works,  so  as  to  give  his  sharpshooters  play  upon  the  enemy  behind  his  works,  it  being 
part  of  a plan  of  attack  that  the  sharpshooters  should  engage  the  enemy  behind 
his  works  along  our  line,  while  an  assault  was  made  upon  one  of  the  enemy’s  forts, 
did  fail  to  arrange  his  line  of  sharpshooters  so  as  to  meet  this  view,  and  did  allow  a 
portion  of  the  rifle-pits  to  be  sunk  under  a hill  entirely  out  of  view  of  the  fort 
aforesaid,  thus  failing  to  give  his  assaulting  columns  the  protection  of  the  fire  of 
Ins  sharpshooters  at  this  point  during  their  advance  and  attack. 

Specification  2. — In  this,  that  the  aforesaid  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  being  ordered 
by  his  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  to  arrange  assaulting 
columns  of  three  of  his  brigades  and  to  attack  the  enemy’s  fort  at  the  northwest 
angle  of  his  works  at  dawn  of  day  on  November  29,  did  fail  to  organize  a select 
body  of  men  to  lead  in  the  assault,  as  is  customary  in  such  attacks,  and  did  allow 
liis  three  brigades  to  advance  to  the  attack  without  definite  and  specific  instruc- 
tions for  the  leading  columns  and  for  the  troops  to  enter  the  fort,  which  are  essen- 
tial to  success  in  such  attacks. 

Specification  8. — In  this,  that  the  aforesaid  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  being  ordered 
to  assault  the  enemy’s  position  at  the  northwest  angle  of  his  works  at  daylight  on 
November  29,  did  make  his  attack  upon  a point  where  the  ditch  was  impassable, 
and  did  fail  to  provide  any  of  his  assaulting  columns  with  ladders  or  means  of  en- 
tering the  enemy’s  works,  and  [did]  fail  to  inform  his  officers  that  the  ditch  on  the 
west  side  of  the  fort  was  but  a slight  obstacle  to  his  infantry,  and  that  the  fort  could 
be  entered  from  that  side  with  but  little  delay,  thus  failing  in  the  details  of  his  attack 
to  make  the  arrangements  essential  to  success.  All  this  near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  on 
or  about  November  28  and  29,  1868. 

FINDING  AND  SENTENCE  OF  THE  COURT. 

After  mature  deliberation  the  court  find  the  accused,  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  Pro- 
visional Army,  Confederate  States,  as  follows  : 

Of  the  first  specification  not  guilty,  as,  though  one  part  of  the  line  of  rifle-pits  was 
out  of  view  of  the  fort,  yet  the  order  requiring  the  line  of  sharpsliooters  to  be  ad- 
vanced, so  as  to  give  the  assaulting  columns  the  protection  of  their  fire,  was  sub- 
stantially complied  with. 

Of  the  second  specification  not  guilty,  though  no  select  bodies  of  men  were  or- 
ganized to  lead  in  the  assault,  yet  organizations  already  existing  were  selected  for 
that  purpose. 
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Of  the  third  specification  guilty,  of  so  much  of  the  third  specification  as  relates 
to  his  not  providing  means  of  crossing  the  ditch,  and  in  this  of  tailing  in  the  details 
of  his  attack  to  make  the  arrangements  essential  to  his  sucjcess. 

Of  the  charge  guilty  ; and  the  court  do  therefore  sentence  the  accused,  the  said 
Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  to  be  suspended  from  rank  and  command  for  sixty  days. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  there  are  many  circumstances  shown  by  the 
evidence  which  exonerate  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws  from  any  high  degree  of  crimi- 
nality in  his  failure  to  provide  the  ordinary  means  of  crossing  the  ditch.  He  had 
many  reasons  for  considering  it  a slight  one,  and  was  encouraged  in  this  belief  by 
the  opinion  of  those  officers  in  the  army  whose  opinions  should  have  had  the  most 
weight  with  him.  The  court  acquit  Major-General  McLaws  of  any  deliberate  pur- 
pose to  fail  in  any  duty  devolved  upon  him,  but  it  is  their  opinion  that  his  only 
fault  was  in  failing  to  appreciate  the  full  weight,  and  they  may  say  the  almost 
fearful  extent,  of  the  responsibility  resting  upon  him  as  the  director  of  an  assault- 
ing column. 

II.  The  court  was  convened  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 
From  the  record  it  appears  that  the  court  adjourned  on  February 
13,  1864,  at  Morristown,  to  meet  at  New  Market  on  the  15th  of  the 
same  month,  and  on  the  same  day,  in  accordance  with  the  sugges- 
tion of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  reassembled,  and,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  two  members  of  the  court  who  had  voted  at  the  previous 
session  and  of  the  accused,  adjourned  indefinitely.  The  record  fur- 
ther shows  that  after  the  court  had  been  organized  a leave  of  ab- 
sence was  granted  for  thirty  days,  by  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet, 
to  Brigadier-General  Humphreys,  a member  of  the  court,  under  the 
direct  orders  of  the  War  Department,  and  an  important  witness. 
Without  reference  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  these  irregularities  are 
fatal  to  the  record. 

III.  The  finding  of  the  court  upon  the  third  specification  is  not 
sustained  by  the  evidence.  The  witnesses  attest  the  fact  that  the 
ditch  at  the  northwest  angle  of  the  fort,  where  the  attack  was  made, 
was  not  more  than  44  feet  deep  by  8 to  10  feet  wide,  and  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  artificial  means  to  cross  it.  There  could  not, 
therefore,  be  guilt  in  having  failed  to  provide  such  means.  More- 
over, the  finding  is  defective  in  not  responding  to  the  material  allega- 
tion in  the  specification  that  the  accused  “ failed  to  inform  his  offi- 
cers that  the  ditch  on  the  west  side  of  the  fort  was  but  little  obstacle 
to  his  infantry,  and  that  the  fort  could  be  easily  entered  from  that 
side  with  but  little  delay.”  The  court  should  have  taken  cognizance 
of  this  allegation,  and  found  upon  it  either  for  or  against  the  ac- 
cused. The  finding  was  easy  to  be  determined,  since  it  appears  from 
the  evidence  that  the  ditch  on  the  west  side  was  “ 12  to  13  feet  deep.” 
There  cannot  be  guilt  in  having  omitted  to  make  statements  which 
would  not  have  been  true.  The  allegation  in  the  third  specification, 
that  the  accused  failed,  in  the  details  of  attack,  to  make  arrange- 
ments essential  to  success,”  was  evidently  introduced  as  a conclusion 
to  previous  allegations,  and  was  not  issuable  in  itself.  The  court 
erred  in  finding  upon  it,  and  moreover  the  finding  is  not  sustained 
by  the  evidence. 

IV.  The  proceedings,  finding,  and  sentence  of  the  court  are  disap- 
proved. Major-General  McLaws  will  at  once  return  to  duty  with 
his  command. 

V.  The  court-martial  of  which  Maj.  Gen.  S.  B.  Buckner  is  presi- 
dent is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
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ADDENDA. 

Reconnaissance  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a point  can 
be  found  suitable  to  erect  reserve  picket — a work  for  sharpshooters 
sufficient  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  guns  at  Fort  Loudon. 

Decided  impracticable. 

Fort  Loudon  seems  to  be  a two-sided  bastion,  with  ditch  in  front, 
and  about  8 feet  high,  one  side  commanding  the  Loudon  road  and 
valley  of  Third  Creek,  the  other  side  facing  northward  toward  the 
railroad.  * 

Confederate  lines  represented  by  blue  [a  □]. 

Enemy  lines  represented  by  black  [■]. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  J.  MONCURE, 

Lieutena7it  of  Engineers. 


No.  G4. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  Wallace,  Second  South  Carolina  In- 
fantry, Kershaw^ s brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  South  Carolina  Regt., 

Russellville,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1864. 

Captain  : I submit  the  following  report,  in  obedience  to  Orders, 
No.  — , from  brigade  headquarters  : 

The  Second  Regiment  left  Chattanooga  on  November  4 last,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Kennedy,  and  on  the  16th  of  that  month  came 
up  with  the  enemy  at  Campbell’s  Station,  about  15  miles  from  Knox- 
ville, at  the  junction  of  the  Kingston  and  Loudon  roads.  Here  line 
of  battle  was  formed,  and  the  regiment  in  its  position  on  the  left  of 
the  brigade  advanced.  The  enemy,  after  some  little  artillery  firing,, 
retired,  and  were  pursued  until  some  time  after  dark.  The  retreat 
and  pursuit  were  renewed  next  day,  the  enemy  retiring  behind  his 
fortifications  at  Knoxville. 

On  November  18,  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  a small  skirmish 
before  the  town,  in  which  Colonel  Kennedy  was  wounded,  and  the 
command  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard. 

Between  November  18  and  December  4,  the  regiment  was  engaged 
in  several  small  skirmishes,  and  lost  a few  men. 

On  December  4,  the  siege  of  Knoxville  was  abandoned,  and  we 
marched  toward  Rogersville,  near  which  place  we  encamped  until 
the  14th,  when  we  marched  back  to  Bean’s  Station  and  took  part  in 
the  skirmish  at  that  place.  The  enemy  retired  before  us,  and  night 
coming  on  we  bivouacked  around  his  camp  fires. 

Our  men,  poorly  clad,  scantily  fed,  and  many  of  them  barefooted, 
endured  well  the  hardships  of  this  winter  campaign,  and  acquitted 
themselves  creditably  in  all  the  skirmishes  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. 


* See  map,  p.  507. 
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Below  is  a list  of  casualties  during  the  period  called  for: 


% 

1 KQled. 

Wounded. 

60 

a 

'm 

1 Total. 

Around  Knoxvill© 

.3 

2 

13 

19 

IP) 

22 

Bpan’s  Sta.tion 

1 

Total  

5 

32 

1 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  WALLACE, 

Major,  Commanding  Second  South  Carolina  Regime7it. 
Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General,  Kershaw^ s Brigade. 


I omitted  to  include  Colonel  Kennedy  in  the  list  of  wounded 
around  Knoxville ; the  number  should  be  14  instead  of  13. 


No.  65. 

Report  of  Col.  James  D.  Nance,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment, 

Near  Russellville,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1864. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  instructions  from  brigade  headquarters, 
I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  command  from  the  time  it  left  Chattanooga  to  its  arrival  at  this 
camp  : 

Nothing  of  special  interest  occurred  to  the  regiment  from  Novem- 
ber 4,  the  date  it  left  Chattanooga,  to  November  8.  when  we  arrived 
at  Sweet  Water;  to  November  14,  when  we  arrived  at  Loudon ; nor 
until  the  17th,  when  yre  reached  Knoxville,  although  after  the  15th 
we  were  constantly  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  who  were  retiring 
upon  that  town. 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th,  when  within  3 miles  of  Knoxville,  I 
was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  to  cross  the  railroad  on 
my  left  and  flank  the  enemy’s  advanced  line  of  skirmishers,  which 
crossed  the  railroad  perpendicularly  about  2 miles  from  town  and 
extended  at  least  to  the  woods  on  the  west  side.  I immediately  sent 
scouts  in  advance  and  followed  with  the  regiment,  crossing  Second 
Creek  and  the  railroad  and  making  into  the  woods  beyond,  when  I 
turned  to  the  right  and  marched  parallel  to  the  railroad.  After 
going  in  this  direction  about  a third  of  a mile  I discovered,  from  my 
own  observations  as  well  as  from  the  reports  of  my  scouts,  that  the 
enemy’s  skirmishers  had  withdrawn  to  the  east  side  of  the  railroad, 
but  they  were  plainly  visible  in  a line  perpendicular  to  the  railroad 
and  running  over  the  hill  which  was  carried  by  assault  the  following 
evening.  I was  then  on  their  flank,  but  too  far  off  to  deliver  an 
effective  fire. 

Upon  a reconnaissance  made  by  myself  and  scouts,  I found  that  I 
could  not  push  farther  to  the  north,  so  as  to  come  more  in  the  en- 
t^my’s  rear,  without  disclosing  the  movement  to  their  vedettes,  who 
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were  still  on  the  west  side  of  the  railroad  and  in  an  open  field  to  the 
north  of  the  wood.  I therefore  concluded  to  work  my  way  as  quietly 
as  possible  to  the  edge  of  the  wood  next  to  the  railroad,  and  then 
make  a dash  upon  their  flank.  Accordingly,  after  throwing  Captain 
Nance’s  company  on  my  left,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to  report  any 
movement  of  the  enemy  and  to  guard  against  any  flank  attack  from 
that  direction,  I moved  out  of  the  woods  unperceived  by  the  enemy, 
and  simultaneously  opened  fire  and  charged  on  their  right  flank. 
They  immediately^  broke  and  retired  beyond  the  hill  on  which  they 
were  posted,  but  just  before  we  reached"  the  railroad  I discovered  for 
the  first  time  a considerable  body  of  troops,  who  were  unmasked  by 
our  passing  from  behind  a thicket  of  small  pines,  posted  on  the  rail- 
road and  about  500  yards  to  our  left,  some  of  whom  were  mounted 
and  others  dismounted. 

Under  these  circumstances  I halted  at  the  railroad,  where  I found 
protection  for  my  men  behind  the  embankment,  and  engaged  the 
enemy,  who  changed  front  and  returned  my  fire  from  behind  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  intending  to  act  as  circumstances  might  dictate. 
Just  beyond  the  railroad  was  an  open  meadow,  which  it  was  unad- 
visable  to  enter  while  the  enemy’s  cavalry  was  on  my  flank.  There 
was  no  sign  of  an  advance  of  our  line  of  skirmishers  (whose  left 
rested  on  the  railroad)  to  connect  with  my  right. 

Captain  Nance  reported  a large  body  of  cavalry  passing  around 
my  left  and  to  my  rear,  toward  the  woods  from  which  I had  just 
emerged,  and  a fire  at  the  same  time  being  opened  on  my  left  from 
up  the  railroad,  I determined,  upon  consultation  with  my  field  offi- 
cers, to  retire  by  the  same  route  by  which  I approached.  I did  so, 
and  some  time  after  having  reached  the  woods  I received  an  order 
from  General  Kershaw,  through  Lieutenant  Dwight,  assistant  in- 
spector-general, to  rejoin  the  brigade  on  the  Loudon  road.  I did  so 
immediately.  Not  knowing  the  exact  purpose  of  my  orders,  I can- 
not say  how  far  the  design  was  executed,  but  if  not  fully  carried  out 
it  was  as  much  so  as  circumstances  would  allow. 

A list*  of  casualties  in  this  affair  is  herewith  submitted.  Among 
the  wounded  was  Lieut.  Wade  Allen,  who  was  struck  while  bearing 
a message  from  me  to  Captain  Nance.  I regret  to  state  that  he  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  when  w'e  retired  from  Knoxville. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  by  order,  I took  my  position  in  line 
of  battle,  and  after  marching  near  to  Mr.  Armstrong’s  house  I was 
halted  in  a ravine  to  the  left  of  the  road,  where  I remained  until  late 
in  the  afternoon.  During  the  whole  day  there  was  heavy  skirmish- 
ing in  front  and  considerable  cannonading  from  our  batteries,  the 
effort  being  to  carry  a high  hill  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  just  to 
the  south  of  Mr.  M.  M.  Armstrong’s  house. 

I received  an  order  about  4 p.  m.  from  General  Kershaw,  through 
Lieutenant  Doby,  aide-de-camp,  to  carry  the  enemy’s  rail  defenses 
situated  on  this  hill,  but  not  to  advance  beyond  them.  I was  told 
that  the  line  of  these  works  was  indicated  by  two  cedar  trees  on  the 
top  of  the  hill,  and  I directed  my  men  not  to  stop  short  of  these 
trees,  but  not  to  go  beyond  them.  We  then  advanced  in  excellent 
condition  under  heavy  fire  until  we  reached  the  cedars,  but  perceiv- 
ing that  the  trees  were  short  of  the  works,  I urged  my  men  forward 
by  every  means  in  my  power,  but  perhaps  because  of  the  general 
direction  ‘‘not  to  go  beyond  the  cedars,”  and  on  account  of  having 
once  halted,  and  the  difficulty  of  renewing  the  advance  under  such 

^Not  found. 
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a terrible  fire,  there  was  some  hesitation,  which  was  further  in- 
creased by  the  regiments  on  my  riglit  failing  to  come  up  in  time  on 
account  of  natural  obstacles  encountered  in  their  advance.  At 
length  the  left  of  the  regiment  reached  the  breastworks,  when  cries 
of  ‘^we  surrender”  issued  from  their  ranks.  I ceased  firing  and 
went  forward  to  receive  the  surrender,  but  uj)on  being  fired  on  im- 
mediately renewed  the  firing  and  soon  took  possession  of  their  works, 
after  killing  about  17  of  their  men  and  taking  several  prisoners,  a 
few  of  whom  were  wounded. 

It  is  but  truth  to  state  that  this  was  the  most  desperate  encounter 
in  which  my  command  was  ever  engaged,  and  as  it  was  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  charges  of  the  war,  I cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  the  conduct  of  my  comrades.  In  reference  to  the  alleged  bad 
faith  of  the  enemy  in  pretending  to  surrender,  it  is  a charitable  con- 
struction, and  perhaps  not  an  unreasonable  one,  to  suppose  that  they 
did  not  understand  each  other,  rather  than  that  they  intended  to 
deceive  us. 

A list*  of  casualties  from  this  assault  is  herewith  submitted. 
Among  the  mortally  wounded  was  First  Lieut.  D.  S.  Maffett.  Cir- 
cumstances had  often  thrown  him  in  command  of  his  company  for 
long  periods,  and  his  competeilcy  as  an  officer  was  well  tried  and 
well  established.  He  was  efficient  and  gallant,  and  his  loss  is  a 
severe  one  to  his  company  and  regiment.  Among  the  killed  and 
wounded  were  many  of  the  best  spirits  in  the  command.  As  we  ad- 
vanced to  the  charge  that  memorable  evening,  we  overtook  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  the  skirmishers,  commanded  by  Maj.  William  Wal- 
lace, Second  South  Carolina  Regiment,  who,  with  his  command, 
joined  us  and  contributed  their  share  to  the  brilliant  success.  Major 
Wallace  was  conspicuous  for  gallantry  anti  coolness,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  I make  this  honorable  mention  of  him. 

We  intrenched  ourselves  that  night  in  that  position,  where  we  re- 
mained for  several  days.  Besides  picketing  and  lying  in  the  trenches 
nothing  occupied  us  until  the  night  of  December  3,  when  we  retired 
from  Knoxville.  We  marched  in  the  direction  of  Rogersville,  the 
neighborhood  of  wffiich  we  reached  on  December  9. 

On  the  14th,  we  returned  as  far  as  Bean’s  Station,  where  in  the 
afternoon  the  brigade,  as  well  as  other  portions  of  the  corps,  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy’s  mounted  infantry.  Although  my  com- 
mand was  on  the  field  and  in  proper  position,  it  did  not  become  very 
actively  engaged.  After  nightfall  I was  ordered  by  General  Ker- 
shaw to  march  across  the  fields  on  the  left  of  the  valley  until  I came 
to  the  road,  and  there  to  halt  and  report.  I came  into  the  road  just 
at  Mr.  Gill’s  house,  where  I halted  and  reported  as  ordered,  and  soon 
afterward  was  directed  to  connect  my  picket  line  with  that  on  my 
right  and  go  into  camp  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade.  Near  the 
house  of  Mr.  Gill  I captured  several  inferior  horses,  saddles,  and 
bridles,  enough  bacon  and  crackers  to  ration  my  command  for  about 
two  or  three  days,  besides  other  articles  of  inconsiderable  value. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  by  order,  I assumed  command  of  the 
brigade,  but  as  nothing  special  occurred  after  that  date  I may  com- 
plete the  report  of  the  operations  of  the  command  by  saying  that  it 
remained  at  Bean’s  Station  until  December  20,  when  we  took  up  the 
line  of  march  for  this  point,  which  we  reached  on  December  22, 
1863. 
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Besides  lists  of  casualties  already  referred  to,  you  will  observe  a 
list^=  of  men  left  beliind  in  front  of  Knoxville,  wlio  have  fallen  into 
tJie  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ierah 


No.  66. 

Repoii  of  Capt.  E.  J.  Goggans,  Seventh  South  Carolma  hifantry.. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment, 

January  8,  1864. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  orders,  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment  since  it  left 
Chattanooga  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

The  regiment  left  Lookout  Mountain  on  the  night  of  November  4, 
1863,  marching  via  Rossville  and  McFarland’s  Spring  over  Missionary 
Ridge. 

About  noon  on  the  5th  arrived  at  the  artificial  tunnel,  a few  miles 
from  Tyner’s  Station,  where  it  remained  until  the  7th,  when  it  took 
the  cars. 

After  a most  miserable  trip  arrived  at  Sweet  Water  Station  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th,  where  it  was  encamped  until  10  a.  m.  on  the  12th, 
when  it  was  moved  off  ; encamped  that  night  at  Philadelphia. 

Morning  of  13th,  moved  off  in  a direction  to  the  right ; struck  up 
camp  on  the  river  near  Morganton  ; remained  there  until  midnight ; 
took  up  line  of  march,  and  daylight  of  the  14th  found  it  at  Loudon, 
where  it  remained  until  morning  of  15th,  when  it  crossed  the  river 
on  pontoon  bridge  and  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Campbell’s  Sta- 
tion, expecting  and  hoping  to  make  the  place  before  halting ; but  to 
the  evident  chagrin  of  many  who  needed  and  hoped  to  get  blankets 
from  the  captured  or  slain  of  the  enemy,  it  was  halted  and  encamped 
for  the  night  long  before  reaching  the  place. 

At  early  dawn  of  the  16th  it  was  moving  on,  and  toward  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day  came  near  the  enemy,  when  it  was  thrown  in  line  of 
battle  with  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to  support  another  brigade 
that  was  confronting  the  enemy  in  advance  of  it.  Soon,  however,  it 
moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  right  and  fronted  the  enemy  in  an 
open  field.  Jenkins’  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bratton,  moved 
out,  and  the  Seventh,  with  the  others  of  the  brigade,  moved  to  its  posi- 
tion and  advanced  upon  the  enemy’s  position,  under  a sharp  artillery 
fire,  without  any  loss.  Night  closing  in,  it  moved  with  the  brigade 
by  a flank,  and  it  was  said  the  object  was  to  entrap  Yankee  cavalry, 
but  we  found  them  not.  Moving  on  a mile  or  so  encamped  for  the 
night. 

Morning  of  17th,  were  moving  soon.  Soon  came  up  with  the  en- 
emy’s rear  guard.  The  skirmishers  were  engaged  and  the  Seventh 
was  moved  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  Third  South  Carolina 
(Colonel  Nance’s)  to  support  them.  Moving  on  rapidly,  it  was 
soon  in  sight  of  the  Yankees,  and  under  a sharp  fire  of  Yankee 
cavalry.  The  enemy  being  routed  by  our  skirmishers  and  artillery, 
it  moved  by  a flank  up  the  railroad.  Crossed  a creek  and  was  again 
thrown  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road  to  support  our  skir* 

- Not  found, 
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mishers.  The  enemy  being  driven  back  near  to  Knoxville,  it  was 
halted  and  built  a line  of  breastworks,  which,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
it  occupied  by  daylight  on  the  18th. 

Morning  of  18th,  skirmishing  opening  briskly,  the  regiment,  with 
the  brigade,  moved  up  to  support.  Ours  lay  for  most  of  the  day  in 
line  to  the  rear  and  right  of  first  Armstrong  house.  In  the  evening 
moved  by  a flank  up  the  river  in  rear  of  Fifteenth  South  Carolina, 
and  took  position  in  line  at  second  Armstrong  house  and  built  breast- 
works. That  night  went  on  picket  in  front  of  third  or  last  Armstrong 
house ; relieved  the  skirmishers  from  our  brigade.  Captured  that 
night  2 Yankee  cavalrymen  on  horseback,  who  inadvertently  rode 
into  our  lines. 

In  the  skirmishes  of  the  17th  and  18th  lost  2 men  killed  and  8 seri- 
ously wounded,  this  loss  being  from  Companies  D,  F,  and  L,  who 
were  engaged  in  or  as  skirmishers.  In  the  regular  line  of  battle  a 
few  slight  bruises  were  received,  which  may  not  be  officially  noted. 

While  at  Knoxville,  or  while  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Knoxville, 
the  regiment  did  a full  share  of  the  multifarious  and  severe  duties 
that  the  circumstances  necessarily  imposed  upon  all,  and  the  men 
were  often  exposed  to  shell,  yet  not  a man  was  lost  upon  any  occa- 
sion or  by  any  cause. 

Night  of  December  4,  1863,  left  Knoxville  ; moved  slowly,  delib- 
erately, toward  Rogersville,  via  Blain’s  Cross-Roads,  Rutledge,  and 
Bean’s  Station. 

Encamped  near  Rogersville  on  the  9th.  There  remained  until 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  14th,  when  it  again  moved  toward  Bean’s 
Station.  Arriving  that  evening  at  a smalh  mountain  by  a creek  2 
miles  from  the  station,  it  was  once  more  in  range  of  the  enemy’s 
shell.  Crossing  the  creek  by  a flank  and  moving  that  way  across 
the  road,  following  the  brigade  (it  being  that  day  in  rear  by  the  rule 
of  alternation  in  marching),  advanced  a considerable  distance  under 
cover  of  the  hills,  making  a detour  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  enemy. 
At  or  near  the  church  on  our  right  the  enemy  appeared.  The  Sev- 
enth, being  in  rear,  was  not  engaged.  Moving  on,  it  was  thrown 
out  in  line  in  rear  of  the  Second  South  Carolina  Regiment  to  sup- 
port it.  Advancing  some  distance,  the  nature  of  the  ground  made 
it  necessary  to  move  by  a flank.  Gaining  the  top  of  the  hill,  the 
work  was  over.  Went  into  camp  around  the  bright  fires  built  by 
the  routed  and  retreating  foe. 

Lost  2 men  wounded  ; 1 severely,  if  not  mortally. 

Remained  in  camp  with  but  little  interruption  until  19th,  then 
moved  near  Long’s  Ferry.  Crossed  on  20th. 

On  21st,  came  to  this  place. 

On  23d,  the  regiment  went  back  to  the  ferry  to  do  picket  duty.  It 
was  relieved  on  27th.  The  regiment  is  now  as  comfortable  as  their 
slender  means  will  admit  of. 

Thanks  are  due  Capts.  Benjamin  Roper  and  T.  A.  Hudgens  for 
their  skill  and  bravery  during  the  campaign. 

To  both  officers  and  men  of  the  command  all  praise  is  due  for 
their  bravery  and  patient  endurance  of  hardships  seldom  equaled  in 
war. 


Very  respectfully, 


E.  J.  GOGGANS, 
Captain,  Commanding, 


papt.  C.  R.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant’ Qeneml, 
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No.  G7. 

Report  of  Capt.  Duncan  McIntyre,  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiment, 

January  8,  18G4. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  orders,  I beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  tlie  operations  of  the  Eighth  South  Carolina 
Regiment  during  the  campaign  of  East  Tennessee  : 

Colonel  Henagan  being  in  command,  the  regiment,' with  the  bri- 
gade, left  Chattanooga  on  the  night  of  November  5,  18G3,  and  arrived 
at  Sweet  Water  on  November  8. 

Remained  here  until  the  12th,  when  we  marched,  via  Philadelphia, 
to  Morganton,  and  crossing  the  Tennessee  River,  at  London  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th  and  going  in  the  direction  of  Knoxville,  came 
np  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  during  the  evening. 

We  skirmished  with  them  all  day  of  the  11th,  driving  them  near 
to  Knoxville. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  Eighth  Regiment  was  ordered  in 
front  to  support  the  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  right,  resting  on  the 
river.  Here  we  sustained  a heavy  fire  for  five  or  six  hours,  holding 
in  check  a strong  line  of  the  enemy,  until  about  3 p.  m.,  about  which 
time,  the  Third  Regiment  becoming  engaged  on  onr  left  and  the  Fif- 
teenth Regiment  coming  np  on  the  line,  we  were  ordered  to  advance, 
and  charged  the  strong  position  of  the  enemy,  driving  them  in  con- 
fusion behind  their  fortifications  around  Knoxville.  We  then  re- 
mained in  the  position,  with  no  incident  of  importance,  until  Novem- 
ber 29. 

I was  placed  in  command  of  the  regiment  on  November  27. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th,  I was  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gaillard  with  the  regiment,  and  at  10  p.  m.  my  regiment 
being  on  the  right  of  the  battalion  and  Second  Regiment  along  the 
line  of  breastworks  near  the  river  and  on  the  extreme  right,  I was 
ordered  to  advance  on  the  enemy’s  outposts  and  capture  or  drive 
them  in  and  occupy  the  rifle-pits.  After  crossing  the  creek  in  front 
of  our  position,  and  advancing  cautiously  to  the  open  field  beyond 
without  being  discovered,  halted  and  rectified  my  line. 

In  crossing  the  creek  and  ascending  the  hill  the  regiment  became 
separated  from  the  battalion  about  200  yards,  and  I received  orders 
from  Colonel  Gaillard  to  advance  alone  on  the  fire  of  the  enemy  in 
the  rifle-pits,  which  I did  immediately,  the  regiment  preserving  a 
good  line,  and  coming  within  a few  paces  of  the  pits,  I ordered  a 
charge,  which  was  executed  in  good  order,  the  enemy  discharging 
their  pieces  and  running  precipitately.  Soon  after,  the  battalion 
and  Second  occupying  the  pits  in  front  of  their  position,  I was; 
ordered  to  establish  outposts  in  front,  and  a working  party,  detailed 
for  the  purpose,  constructed  a line  of  rifle-pits  in  advance  of  the 
position  already  occupied,  which  was  done  under  a heavy  fire,  of 
grape  and  canister  from  the  forts  on  our  left.  The  pits  being  finished, 
we  held  them  until  10  or  11  a.  m.  next  day,  when  we  were,  ordered  tO' 
fall  back  to  our  original  position.  Here  we  remained  until  the  night 
of  December  4,  when,  with  the  brigade,  we  marched  to  camp  near 
Rogersville,  where  we  remained  until  December  14. 

On  the  morning  of  December  14,  with  the  brigade,  we  came  back 
to  near  Bean’s  Station,  and  coming  up  with  the  enemy  the  brigade 
WRS  formed  in  lin^  of  battie,  the  Eighth  oconpying  second  position. 
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the  Fifteenth  being  on  the  right  to  the  right  of  the  main  road  and  in 
rear  of  Captain  Parker’s  battery.  After  remaining  here  a few  mim 
ntes  the  brigade  was  moved  by  tlie  right  flank  about  tliree-fourths 
of  a mile.  Here  we  were  opposite  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy. 
The  Fifteenth,  being  fronted,  was  ordered  to  move  forward.  The 
Eighth  was  fronted  and  moved  forward.  Here  I received  orders 
from  General  Kershaw  to  advance  on  an  eminence  occupied  by  the 
enemy  about  700  yards  in  front.  In  consequence  of  the  right  of  the 
regiment  having  to  move  through  a thick  woods  and  diagonally  over 
a fence  we  moved  slowly  for  about  300  yards,  and  the  regiment 
coming  into  the  open  field  we  advanced  rapidly  on  the  enemy,  driv- 
ing him  from  the  position  near  the  church.  Here  we  halted  and 
adjusted  the  line,  and  the  Second  and  Fifteenth  coming  up.  General 
Kershaw  ordered  me  to  join  onto  the  Fifteenth,  and  after  moving 
by  the  right  flank  about  300  yards  were  fronted  and  moved  forward, 
and  after  advancing  about  200  yards  came  upon  the  enemy  under  a 
heavy  fire,  driving  them  from  the  position.  Darkness  preventing 
farther  advance,  we  encamped  here  for  the  night. 

In  this  engagement  the  regiment  lost  2 men  killed  and  20  wounded; 
most  of  the  wounds  were  severe. 

The  regiment  and  brigade  remained  here  until  December  20,  when 
we  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  Holston  River. 

On  the  21st  we  crossed  the  river,  and  on  the  23d  came  to  our  pres- 
ent camp. 

D.  McHSTTYRE, 

Captain,  Commanding  Eighth  South  Carolina  Begiment. 

Col.  J.  D.  Kance,  Commanding  Brigade. 


'No.  68. 

Report  of  Capt.  Stephen  H.  Sheldon,  Fifteenth  South  Carolina 

Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  South  Carolina  Regiment, 

Russellville,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1864. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  command  from  the  time  of  its  leaving  Chattanooga 
until  the  arrival  at  this  camp  : 

On  the  evening  of  November  4, 1863,  pursuant  to  orders  from  bri- 
gade headquarters,  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  march  with  the 
brigade  for  Tyner’s  Station,  on  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Rail- 
road. 

We  arrived  within  the  vicinity  of  the  station  on  November  5,  and 
on  the  7th  took  the  cars  for  Sweet  Water,  at  which  place  we  arrived 
on  the  8th,  and  went  into  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village. 

On  the  12th  instant,  moved  with  the  brigade  to  Philadelphia,  and 
on  the  13th  to  the  vicinity  of  Morganton,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
same  day  marched  to  Loudon. 

On  the  15th,  crossed  the  Tennessee  on  the  pontoon  bridge  and  pur- 
sued after  the  enemy,  who  had  retreated  that  morning  some  7 miles, 
when  we  halted  and  remained  until  morning. 

Next  day  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  Campbell’s  Station,  when  the 
brigade  formed  in  line  of  battle.  The  regiment  occupied  its  proper 
position  in  the  line,  and  with  one  company  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers advanced  with  it,  The  enemy  meantime  fell  back,  and  the 
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command  after  advancing  800  or  900  yards  was  ordered  to  halt.  We 
were  then  marched  by  flank  some  half  mile  or  farther  in  the  direc- 
tion the  enemy  had  taken,  when  we  were  again  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle and  ordered  to  advance  on  the  position  the  enemy  occupied  when 
last  seen  before  night  came  on,  and  which  was  distinguishable  by  the 
camp-fires  they  lighted  and  left  burning.  Upon  reaching  this  point 
it  was  found  the  enemy  had  retreated.  The  troops  were  ordered  to 
halt  for  the  night,  and  Major  Gist  was  also  ordered  to  send  six  com- 
panies forward  to  picket  the  Knoxville  road.  Companies  A,  C,  B, 
K,  E,  and  H,  under  Capt.  J.  B.  Davis,  were  ordered  to  perform  this 
duty. 

Resumed  the  pursuit  early  next  morning,  coming  up  with*the  en- 
emy's rear  guard  some  5 miles  from  Knoxville.  General  Kershaw  or- 
dered Major  Gist  to  move  with  his  regiment,  along  with  Colonel  Hen- 
agan,  who  was  ordered  to  make  a detour  to  the  right,  and  if  possible 
get  in  the  enemy’s  rear  and  attack  him,  while  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
pressed  him  in  front.  Owing  to  the  distance  we  had  to  go  to  get  in 
the  rear  of  the  enemy,  they  were  driven  off  by  the  troops  that  as- 
sailed them  in  front  before  we  had  arrived  in  the  position  desired  to 
be  occupied,  and  which  would  have  cut  off  the  enemy’s  retreat  had 
we  succeeded.  The  regiment  then  marched  to  rejoin  the  brigade, 
which  it  succeeded  in  doing  shortly  before  the  column  was  halted  in 
sight  of  Fort  Loudon. 

On  the  19th  instant,  when  the  brigade  advanced  on  the  enemy’s 
position  at  Armstrong’s  house,  the  regiment  occupied  the  extreme 
right  next  the  Holston  River.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground 
in  'Our  front,  when  near  our  picket  lines  the  regiment  was  marched 
by  a flank  along  the  river  bank  until  the  right  reached  the  position 
occupied  by  Colonel  Henagan  on  the  picket  line.  Major  Gist  halted 
the  regiment  here  and  ordered  the  men  to  close  up,  and  moving  down 
the  line  to  see  that  tlie  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  he  was  shot  by 
one  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  concealed  behind  their  breast- 
works in  front,  and  instantly  expired.  The  command  then  devolved 
upon  Capt.  J.  B.  Davis,  the  senior  officer  present.  Just  at  this  mo- 
ment Lieutenant  Doby,  of  General  Kershaw’s  staff,  gave  Captain 
Davis  orders  to  charge  the  hill  in  his  front.  The  order  was  given 
and  the  hill  carried  with  a rush,  and  with  but  little  resistance  from 
the  enemy,  who  were  posted  behind  the  trees  and  in  the  houses  about 
Armstrong’s  premises.  The  regiment  continued  to  press  on  rapidly 
until  ordered  to  halt  and  fall  back  to  Armstrong’s  house,  where  we 
threw  up  a sort  of  breastwork  of  rails,  to  be  used  in  case  the  enemy 
should  attempt  to  regain  the  position. 

The  regiment  lost  in  that  affair  its  brave  and  intrepid  commander, 
Maj.  William  M.  Gist.  Company  K,  of  the  regiment,  which  was  on 
picket  duty  during  the  day,  had  2 men  killed  and  4 wounded. 

During  the  siege  there  were  no  other  casualties  in  the  command, 
and  nothing  occurred  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged  worthy  of 
mention  until  the  afternoon  of  December  4.  The  regiment  was  on 
picket  that  day. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  advanced  three  companies  against 
our  right,  where  the  line  was  weakest  and  least  protected,  evidently 
with  a view  to  discover  our  number  and  strength.  The  companies 
on  the  right  gave  them  good  information  by  several  well-directed 
volleys,  which  seemed  to  check  their  curiosity  rather  suddenly,  and 
sent  them  back  to  their  intrenchments  with  more  haste  than  is  pre- 
scribed by  tactics  for  movements  of  the  kind, 
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That  night,  at  11  o’clock,  the  regiment  was  withdrawn,  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rutherford,  of  the  Third  South  Caro- 
lina Regiment,  in  a most  successful  manner,  and  without  arousing 
the  suspicions  of  the  enemy  as  to  the  nature  of  our  movement.  We 
then  followed  on  after  the  brigade,  which  had  preceded  us  several 
hours,  and  caught  up  with  it  next  morning  about  9 miles  northeast 
of  Knoxville.  The  regiment  continued  the  marches  along  with  the 
brigade  until  we  arrived  within  8 miles  of  Rogersville,  where  we 
halted  and  rested  for  several  days. 

On  December  14,  accompanied  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  the  com- 
mand marched  in  the  direction  of  Bean’s  Station.  Finding  the 
enemy  at  this  place,  measures  were  taken  to  attack,  and,  if  possible, 
capture  him.  We  occupied  the  extreme  right,  and  after  the  brigade 
had  been  put  in  position  along  the  slope  of  the  Clinch  Mountains  we 
advanced  mpon  the  enemy  at  a charge  and  drove  him  back  from  his 
position.  We  were  then  moved  farther  to  the  right  and. again  ad- 
vanced, capturing  a few  prisoners  and  killing  and  wounding  some 
few.  Right  coming  on  soon  after,  we  were  ordered  by  the  general 
commanding  brigade  to  halt,  stack  arms,  and  rest  for  the  night. 

The  regiment  had  only  7 men  wounded  and  none  killed. 

Remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Bean’s  Station  until  the  20th,  when  we 
received  orders  to  march  with  the  brigade  to  Long’s  Ferry. 

On  the  21st,  crossed  the  Holston,  and  on  the  22d  marched  to  this 
camp. 

During  six  weeks  of  severe  campaigning,  with  many  hardships  and 
deprivations,  this  command  has  been  particularly  fortunate. 

Our  whole  losses  since  we  left  Chattanooga  are  as  follows  : 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

Officers 

1 

2 

1 

13 

Men ; 

11 

Asrerresrate 

3 

11 

14 

. 

The  command  suffered  during  the  marches  for  want  of  shoes  and 
proper  clothing,  and  oftentimes  scarcity  of  rations.  However,  these 
sufferings  were  all  borne  with  becoming  fortitude  by  the  brave  and 
gallant  men,  of  which  this  command  is  a part,  composing  this  army. 

S.  H.  SHELDON, 

Captain,  Commanding  Fifteenth  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  69. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  C.  Harris,  Adjutant  James'^  {South  Car- 
olina) battalion. 

Headquarters  James’  Battalion, 

Camp  near  Russellville,  East  Tenn.,  January  7,  1864. 
Captain  : Synopsis  of  this  command  since  leaving  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. : 

This  battalion  left  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  on  the  night  of  November 
4,  1863,  and  arrived  at  the  railroad — East  Tennessee  and  Atlanta, 
Tyner’s  Station — and  there  remained  until  the  5th  instant,  when  it 
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took  tlie  train  for  Sweet  Water  on  tlie  8tli,  and  arrived  at  that  place 
on  the  9th  and  encamped  nntil  the  12th  instant,  when  it  again  took 
up  line  of  march  for  Philadelphia,  encamping  at  the  latter  place  for 
the  night,  resuming  the  march  on  the  following  day  to  Little  Ten- 
nessee River. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th,  marched  to  Loudon,  and  there  encamped 
until  the  15th,  and  crossed  the  river  at  that  place  on  pontoons,  and 
marched  again  for  Campbell’s  Station,  where  it  arrived  on  the  16th, 
driving  the  enemy  toward  Knoxville. 

On  the  17th  instant,  we  came  in  sight  of  the  city  of  Knoxville; 
found  the  enemy  well  posted  and  strongly  fortified. 

On  the  18th  we  had  a skirmish  fight  with  the  enemy,  driving  him 
from  his  outposts,  losing  1 man  killed  and  26  wounded.  On  the  18th 
we  encamped  or  bivouacked  near  Armstrong’s  house,  remaining  com- 
paratively quiet,  with  exception  of  intrenching  ourselves  from  the 
fire  of  the  .enemy’s  Loudon  fort. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  charged  the  enemy’s  rifle-pits,  driving 
them  from  them,  losing  3 men  wounded  ; enemy’s  loss  not  known. 
Hearing  the  news  of  the  discomfiture  of  our  forces  at  Chattanooga, 
we  left  Knoxville  on  the  night  of  December  4.  We  marched  all 
night  and  resumed  the  march  next  morning,  and  continued  the 
march  toward  Rutledge,  where  we  arrived  on  the  6th,  and  encamped 
until  the  8th,  when  we  resumed  the  march  in  direction  of  Rogers- 
ville,  passing  Bean’s  Station  and  taking  up  camp  8 miles  this  side  of 
Rogersville,  where  we  remained  until  the  14th,  and  retraced  our  steps 
toward  Bean’s  Station,  and  there  coming  up  with  the  enemy,  made 
an  attack  upon  him  and  drove  him  from  his  position,  losing  3 men. 
Enemy’s  loss  not  known. 

On  the  20th,  we  left  Bean’s  Station  and  crossed  the  Holston  River 
at  [Long’s]  Ferry  on  the  21st,  and  marched  to  Russellville  on 
December  22,  1863,  and  at  this  place  took  up  winter  quarters. 

W.  C.  HARRIS, 

Adjutant. 

Capt.  C.  R.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  70. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  N.  L.  Hutchins,  jr. , Third  Battalion  Georgia 
Sharpshooters,  commanding  WojforLs  brigade. 

Camp  near  Russellville,  Tenn., 

January  1,  1864. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  Wofford’s  brigade  during  the  late  campaign.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  brigade  and  regimental 
commanders  it  is  necessarily  imperfect : 

The  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  our  lines  at  Chattanooga  on  the 
night  of  November  4 last,  and  on  the  6th  was  transported  by  railroad 
from  Tyner’s  Station  to  Sweet  Water,  where  it  remained  in  camp  six 
days. 

On  the  12th  it  took  up  the  line  of  march  and  moved  by  way  of  Phil- 
adelphia to  a point  on  the  Tennessee  River  about  6 miles  above  Lou- 
don, where  it  arrived  at  2 p.  m.  the  13th. 

At  12  o’cjock  on  the  night  of  the  13th  the  march  was  resumed  and 
the  command  arrived  at  Loudon  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the 
14th.  Here  it  remained  until  the  15th,  when  it  crossed  the  Tennessee 
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River  and  pursued  the  line  of  marcli  to  a point  near  Lenoir’s  Station 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  16th  the  marcli  was  continued  to  Campbell’s  Station,  where 
the  enemy  had  halted  and  made  a stand.  Disposition  for  battle  was 
made  and  the  line  advanced,  but  the  brigade  did  not  become  engaged, 
nor  did  the  enemy’s  artillery,  which  kept  up  a sharp  fire  on  the  line 
as  it  advanced,  do  any  serious  injury. 

That  night  the  enemy  retreated  and  next  morning  (the  17th)  the 
pursuit  was  continued  until  we  arrived  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion and  fortifications  at  Knoxville,  when  the  brigade  was  moved  to 
the  left  and  took  position  near  Crawford’s  house,  where  it  remained 
with  one  battalion  on  picket  until  the  18th,  when  it  was  relieved  by 
General  Anderson’s  brigade,  and  then  moved  back  and  took  its  proper 
position  in  the  line  of  the  division. 

Having  advanced  the  picket  line  to  the  railroad,  600  to  800  yards 
from  Fort  Loudon,  a rifle-pit  was  dug,  by  direction  and  under  the 
superintendence  of  Colonel  Ruff,  100  yards  in  front  of  the  picket 
posts  on  the  left,  thus  leaving  its  left  partially  exposed  and  unpro- 
tected ; it  was,  therefore,  used  only  for  vedettes  and  sharpshooters. 

A sortie  was  made  on  this  work  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  by  a 
regiment  of  the  enemy  (the  Second  Michigan).  Crossing  the  rail- 
road far  to  the  left  it  moved  down,  its  right  flank  perpendicular  to 
our  picket  line,  thereby  getting  completely  on  the  flank  and  in  rear 
of  the  rifle-pit,  and  there  being  but  few  men  on  post  made  an  easy 
capture  of  it.  A portion  of  the  Third  Georgia  Battalion  Sharp- 
shooters being  on  duty  at  this  position,  the  remaining  portion  was 
moved  up  to  its  support  and  soon  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  works  with  a loss,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained,  of  50 
or  60  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  while  the  battalion’s  loss  was 
5 men  wounded,  2 of  them  mortally.  The  pickets  of  General  Law’s 
brigade  took  a part  in  this  affair. 

During  the  night  of  the  28th  of  that  month  the  Twenty-fourth 
Georgia  Regiment,  in  co-operation  with  the  pickets  of  other  brigades, 
advanced  the  line  to  a position  about  250  yards  from  the  fort,  cap- 
turing a few  pickets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  brigade  moved  out  under  orders 
to  assault  the  works.  The  battalion  of  sharpshooters  having  re- 
lieved the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  on  picket,  immediately  the  artil- 
lery opened  fire  on  the  fort.  In  accordance  with  orders  advanced 
skirmishers  to  easy  rifle  range  and  kept  up  a rapid  fire  into  the  port 
holes,  which  effectually  prevented  the  working  of  their  guns  by  the 
enemy  until  the  column  of  attack  had  advanced  to  the  summit  of 
the  hill  near  to  the  fort. 

The  disposition  for  assault  was  column  of  regiments,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  First,  Phillips  Legion; -second.  Eighteenth  Georgia  Reg- 
iment; third.  Sixteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  and  fourth,  Cobb’s  Legion. 

The  advance  was  obstructed  by  fallen  timber,  tangled  bushes, 
&c.,  but  so  soon  as  this  was  passed  the  column  formed  in  good  order 
and  moved  forward  with  a cheerfulness,  confidence,  and  enthusiasm 
that  promised  success ; but  arrived  at  the  fort  the  column  encount- 
ered a ditch  4 to  6 feet  deep,  8 to  10  feet  wide,  and  extending  along 
the  length  of  the  work  to  the  rifle-pits  on  either  side.  The  height 
of  the  parapet,  estimating  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch,  was  about 
18  feet,  and  its  exterior  slope  at  an  angle  of  65  to  70  degrees,  with  a 
base  line.  The  berme,  very  narrow,  soon  wore  away,  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  a foothold  could  be  obtained  upon  it ; yet  by  assistance 
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of  their  comrades  some  men  succeeded  in  getting  on  the  slope,  but 
not  in  sufficient  force  to  venture  over  the  parapet  into  the  fort. 
After  remaining  at  the  fort  for  twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes  and 
failing  of  success,  the  brigade  withdrew  and  returned  to  its  camp. 

In  this  assault  Phillips  Legion  was  commanded  by  Maj.  Joseph 
Hamilton,  wounded ; the  Eighteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  by  Capt. 
John  A.  Crawford ; the  Sixteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Henry  P.  Thomas,  killed ; Cobb’s  Legion,  by  Maj.  William  D.  Con- 
yers, and  the  brigade  by  Col.  S.  Z.  Ruff,  of  the  Eighteenth  Georgia 
Regiment,  who  was  also  killed. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in  this  assault  was  admirable. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  on  that  occasion  was  246  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

From  the  time  of  the  assault  on  Fort  Loudon  to  the  night  of 
December  4 last  the  brigade  continued  to  perform  picket  dut}^  on 
the  line  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works.  The  siege  was  then  raised, 
and  the  brigade  withdrew  from  its  position  and  moved  off  with  the 
division  along  the  road  leading  by  way  of  Rutledge,  Bean’s  Station, 
and  Mooresburg,  and  on  the  9th  or  10th  arrived  at  a position  6 miles 
from  Rogersville,  and  there  went  into  camp  and  remained  until  the ' 
14th.  On  that  day  it  returned  to  Bean’s  Station,  and  the  enemy 
having  been  driven  back  by  other  brigades,  this,  not  being  engaged, 
went  into  camp  in  the  valley  near  Kentucky  Gap. 

On  the  20th,  it  moved  to  Long’s  Ferry,  where,  on  the  night  of  the 
21st,  it  crossed  the  Holston  River  by  flat-boat,  and  on  the  22d  marched 
to  its  present  encampment. 

The  number,  with  a list  of  casualties  during  these  operations,  has 
been  heretofore  forwarded. 

During  the  campaign,  particularly  while  at  Sweet  Water  and  on  the  • 
march  from  Knoxville  and  in  camp  in  Hawkins  County,  the  supply 
of  rations  was  scanty,  and  some  bad  men  would  straggle  and  commit 
depredations  on  private  people.  Many  were  without  shoes  and  much 
in  need  of  clothing  and  blankets,  and  experienced  severe  and  disa- 
greeable weather  ; but  notwithstanding  these  privations,  hardships, 
and  sufferings,  they  continued  cheerful,  and  their  general  conduct 
was  exemplary. 

Since  halting  at  its  present  position  the  men  of  the  brigade  have 
been  engaged  in  the  construction  of  huts,  chimneys  to  tents,  &c., 
and  are  now  quite  comfortable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

K L.  HUTCHIKS,  Jr., 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Maj.  James  M.  Goggin,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  71. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  G.  Humphreys , C.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters  Brigade, 

Near  Russellville,  Tenn.,  January  2,  1864. 
Major  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade from  the  time  we  left  Chattanooga  to  the  present  time  : 

The  brigade  left  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain  on  November  4 
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after  dark  ; took  tlie  cars  at  the  tunnel  in  Missionary  Ridge  the  next 
day,  and  arrived  at  Loudon  on  the  14th  ; crossed  the  Tennessee 
River  on  the  15th. 

On  the  16th,  the  corps  overtook  the  enemy  at  Campbelhs  Station 
in  line  of  battle,  when  skirmishing  and  a heavy  artillery  duel  en- 
sued. My  brigade  being  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  my  pickets 
became  engaged  with  the  enemy  for  a short  time  only.  At  dark  the 
enemy  retired  toward  Knoxville,  where  we  found  them  next  day. 

On  the  18th,  General  Kershaw’s  brigade  drove  the  enemy  into  their 
works  and  our  army  settled  around  the  town  of  Knoxville  for  a reg- 
ular siege. 

On  the  28th,  General  Longstreet  ordered  an  assault  on  the  enemy’s 
works  be  made  the  next  morning.  In  accordance  with  the  arrange- 
ment and  understanding  of  the  plan  of  attack  the  enemy’s  pickets 
were  driven  in  at  moonrise,  about  10  o’clock  that  night,  and  our 
pickets  intrenched  within  short  range  of  their  works  by  daylight. 

At  daylight  my  pickets  and  General  Bryan’s,  on  my  right,  com- 
menced firing  on  the  southwest  salient  and  south  curtain  of  the  fort, 
followed  immediately  by  our  artillery  from  Armstrong  Hill.  The 
opening  of  the  artillery  was  the  signal  for  the  infantry  to  make  the 
assault.  I immediately  put  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  McElroy,  and  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fiser, 
in  motion,  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-first  Mississippi  Regiments 
being  on  picket,  and  was  followed  by  three  regiments  of  General 
Bryan’s  brigade, ' all  in  column  of  regiments,  and  directed  against 
the  southwest  salient  of  the  fort.  Moving  slowly,  but  with  zeal, 
hope,  and  enthusiasm,  through  a tangled  abatis  for  about  150  yards, 
we  came  to  comparatively  open  ground,  where  a rushing  charge  was 
made  upon  the  fort.  The  column  was  arrested  in  its  progress  by  a 
ditch  from  4|^  to  6 feet  deep  and  from  8 to  12  feet  wide,  fringed  with 
a network  of  wire,  with  a parapet  about  10  or  12  feet  high,  the  earth 
wet  from  previous  rains  and  freezing. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  firing  artillery  and  musketry  from  all 
points  of  their  works,  throwing  hand  grenades,  billets  of  wood,  axes, 
&c.,  over  the  parapet  into  the  ditch,  killing  and  mangling  our  men. 
Our  pickets  soon  silenced  the  artillery  and  sharpshooters  on  the 
south  side  of  the  fort,  but  a raking  fire  continued  from  the  west  side, 
fronting  the  railroad.  The  intrepidity  and  dauntless  efforts  of  the 
enemy,  the  absence  of  ladders,  fascines,  &c.,  and  the  strength  of  the 
works  rendered  every  effort  to  escalade  them  unavailing.  Those 
that  succeeded  in  climbing  up  the  parapet  to  the  crest  were  shot 
down,  and  rolling  back  dragged  all  below  them  back  into  the  ditch. 
Colonel  McElroy  and  5 other  officers  wej’e  killed;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fiser  and  8 other  officers  wounded.  The  whole  column  was  thrown 
into  confusion  and  compelled  to  retire.  The  Thirteenth  and  Sev- 
enteenth Regiments  rallied  behind  the  pickets  and  formed,  losing- 
in  the  assault  140  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

That  evening  I received  orders  to  hold  the  brigade  in  readiness  to 
leave  Knoxville. 

On  December  4,  the  whole  army  moved  after  dark,  and  passing 
through  Rutledge  and  Bean’s  Station,  halted  at  Cloud  Creek  on 
the  8th. 

On  the  16th  [15th],  the  whole  army  retraced  its  steps  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  Bean’s  Station  toward  Rutledge. 

On  the  17th  [16th],  I was  ordered  to  move  my  brigade  to  the  gap 
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in  Cliiicli  Momitain  and  attack  tlie  enemy  in  tliat  position.  Arriv- 
ing at  the  gap  about  10  o’clock,  I found  tlie  One  hundred  and  seven- 
teenth Regiment  Indiana  (six-months’  men)  had  retreated  on  the 
crest  of  the  mountain  toward  Notchey  Gap,  leaving  all  their  baggage 
and  transportation  behind  them.  I immediately  dispatched  Major 
Donald,  in  command  of  Thirteenth  Regiment,  in  pursuit,  who  fol- 
lowed them  to  Notchey  Gap,  and  finding  they  had  succeeded  in 
making  their  escape  toward  Rutledge,  returned  with  6 prisoners. 
We  captured  in  all  12  prisoners,  6 wagons,  12  mules,  all  their  tents, 
cooking  utensils,  clothing,  and  commissaries. 

On  the  20th,  we  were  ordered  to  cross  the  Holston  River  and  en- 
camp near  Russellville,  where  we  are  now  encamped  in  winter 
quarters. 

In  reviewing  the  operations  of  this  brigade,  I am  called  upon  to 
notice  the  patience,  fortitude,  and  constancy  with  which  the  troops 
endured  the  privations  and  hardships  of  the  campaign ; the  ardor, 
zeal,  and  courage  with  which  they  discharged  every  duty  ; and  espe- 
cially the  valor  and  heroic  daring  of  the  Thirteenth  and  Seventeenth 
Mississippi  Regiments  in  the  assault  upon  Fort  Loudon,  at  Knoxville. 

The  loss  of  the  heroic  McElroy  is  irreparable.  A grateful  country 
will  mourn  his  untimely  end,  and  embalm  his  memory  among  her 
brightest  ornaments. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Fiser  and  Captain  Cherry,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Regiment,  were  greatly  distinguished  for  their  gallantry  and  intre- 
pidity, and  their  temporary  loss  to  the  service  is  deeply  deplored. 

Major  Donald,  of  the  Thirteenth,  and  Captain  Brown,  of  the  same 
regiment;  Captain, Wright  and  Lieutenant  Greene,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Regiment,  exhibited  the  highest  qualities  of  a soldier  in  rally- 
ing and  forming  their  shattered  regiments. 

I am  greatly  indebted  to  Capt.  J.  A.  Barksdale,  adjutant-general, 
and  Captain  Hobart,  ins^Dector,  for  their  invaluable  services  through- 
out the  campaign. 

Very  respectfully, 

BENJ.  G.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 

Maj.  James  M.  Goggin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  72. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  Ball,  Fifty-first  Georgia  Infantry,  command- 
ing Bryants  hrigade. 

Headquarters  Bryan’s  Brigade, 

Near  Russellville,  Tenn.,  January  13,  1864. 

Major  : In  obedience  to  circular  from  division  headquarters,  I have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations  of  this  brigade 
since  it  left  Chattanooga  : 

On  the  evening  of  November  4, 1863,  left  camp  in  Lookout  Valley 
e7i  route  for  Sweet  Water,  East  Tenn.,  and  arrived  at  Tyner’s  Station 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th.  The  troops  were  ordered  on  board  the 
cars  and  remained  at  this  place  until  the  morning  of  the  6th,  when 
the  brigade  started  for  Sweet  Water  and  arrived  at  that  place  on  the 
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evening  of  the  same  day.  Went  into  camj)  at  this  place  and  re- 
mained until  the  12th,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders,  this  brigade, 
with  the  balance  of  the  division,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Loudon, 
Tenn.,  arriving  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
Railroad,  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Bivouacked  here  until 
the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Morgan- 
ton,  which  is  6 miles  northeast  of  Loudon.  Reached  it  the  same 
evening  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  about  12  p.  m.  on  the  13th,  the  march  was  again  resumed  in  the 
direction  of  Loudon,  arriving  at  that  place  about  G a.  m.  on  the  14th. 

Here  the  brigade  remained  until  the  15th,  when  it  crossed  the  pon- 
toon bridge  across  the  Tennessee  River  below  Loudon  and  took  uj) 
the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Knoxville,  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  about  7 miles  from  Loudon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  the  march  was  again  resumed,  and 
about  12  m.  we  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  CampbeU’s  Station.  Here, 
although  exposed  to  a severe  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery  for  sev- 
eral hours,  our  loss  was  very  slight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  brigade  again  moved  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Knoxville,  and  arrived  in  front  of  F ort  Loudon,  south  of  and 
defending  the  place,  by  the  Knoxville  and  Loudon  road,  about  10 
p.  m. 

The  brigade  was  here  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  so  remained  until 
November  20,  when  one  regiment  (the  Tenth  Georgia  Volunteers, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt),  was  detached  and  sent 
to  the  south  side  of  Holston  River. 

Capt.  A.  J.  McBride,  commanding  Tenth  Georgia  Volunteers,  re- 
marks in  his  report  that — 

On  November  23,  a detachment  of  17  men  from  Companies  F and  H,  of  my  regi- 
ment, were  attacked  by  about  100  of  the  enemy.  They  drove  him  back,  inflicting  a 
severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  participants  in  this  little  affair  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  coolness  and  courage,  and  I would  particularly  mention  Lieut. 
J.  T.  Stovall,  Company  F,  of  my  regiment,  who  led  the  charge  which  resulted  in 
routing  the  attacking  force. 

The  brigade  crossed  and  recrossed  the  Holston  on  several  occasions 
in  flat-boats,  and  finally  rejoined  the  balance  of  the  division  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Holston  on  November  27. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  Tenth  Georgia  Volunteers,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  C.  Holt,  was  detached  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  his  rifle-pits  in  front  of  Fort  Loudon.  The  rifle-pits 
having  been  carried,  the  regiment  remained  all  night  and  until  the 
evening  of  the  29th,  without  participating  in  the  assault  on  Fort 
Loudon. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  three  remaining  regiments  of  the 
brigade,  viz,  Fifty-third,  Fifty-first,  and  Fiftieth  Georgia  Volunteers, 
were  formed  into  columns  of  regiments  immediately  in  rear  of  and 
supporting  General  Humphreys’  brigade.  The  assaulting  column 
moved  forward  about  daybreak,  and  though  our  advance  was  obsti- 
nately contested  by  the  enemy,  we  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill  and 
reached  the  work  with  a comparatively  small  loss ; but,  owing  to  the 
obstructions  with  which  the  work  was  surrounded,  it  was  found  im- 
possible with  appliances  in  our  piossession  to  carry  it,  and  the  troops 
were  therefore  withdrawn.  A great  many  men  and  officers  having 
fallen  into  the  moat  in  attempting  to  scale  the  walls  of  the  work,  and 
being  unable  to  get  out  again  when  we  retired,  were  consequently 
taken  by  the  enemy. 
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The  loss  in  this  brigade  on  that  occasion  was  8 officers  and  19  men 
killed,  15  officers  and  106  men  wonnded,  and  5 officers  and  59  men 
missing,  making  a total  of  28  officers  and  184  men,  and  an  aggregate 
loss  of  212  men  and  officers  killed,  wonnded,  and  missing. 

The  brigade  having  returned  to  camp,  remained  there  until  De- 
cember 3,  when  it  again  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  Holston  and 
remained  there  until  the  evening  of  the  4th,  when  it  again  recrossed 
the  Holston  and  rejoined  the  division. 

Withdrew  from  Knoxville  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  marching  in 
the  direction  of  Rogersville,  and  arrived  at  Blevins’  farm  on  the  9th. 

The  brigade  remained  in  camp  at  this  place  until  the  14th,  when 
it  marched  to  Bean’s  Station,  and  supported  General  Kershaw  in  pass- 
ing the  enemy’s  left  flank. 

Left  Bean’s  Station  on  the  20th ; crossed  the  Holston  at  Long’s 
Ferry  on  the  21st,  and  arrived  at  this  place  on  December  23,  1863. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E’.  BALL, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  James  M.  Goggin, 

Assisia^it  Adjidant- General. 


No.  73. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Micali  Jenkins,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Hood’s  division. 

Headquarters  Hood’s  Division, 

Morristown,  Tenn.,  January  13,  1864. 

Colonel  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  forces  East 
Tennessee,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  division  during  the  campaign  commencing  at  the 
time  of  our  leaving  Lookout  Mountain  to  our  reaching  Morristown, 
inclusive  : 

Leaving  our  camp  near  Lookout  Mountain  on  the  night  of  No- 
vember 5,  1863,  to  prevent  being  observed  by  the  enemy,  with  severe 
marching  on  account  of  the  weather,  we  reached  the  railroad  station 
the  next  morning,  and  after  some  delay,  on  account  of  the  inefficient 
working  of  the  railroad,  arrived  at  Sweet  Water,  Tenn.,  with  part  of 
the  command.  Collecting  with  difficulty  a few  days’  rations,  and 
before  the  railroad  had  brought  up  Law’s  brigade,  we  commenced 
our  march  to  Knoxville  via  Loudon.  Before  reaching  Loudon  I was 
joined  by  Law’s  brigade.  Arrangements  having  been  perfected  by 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  for  effecting  a crossing  of  the 
Tennessee  at  Loudon,  a detachment  of  Jenkins’  brigade,  under  Cap- 
tain Foster,  of  the  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  was  sent  across  to  seize 
the  enemy’s  picket,  and  the  rest  of  that  regiment  was  afterward 
crossed  to  cover  the  laying  of  the  pontoon  bridge. 

As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  completed  this  division,  on  the  morning 
of  November  14,  marched  over,  and  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  proceeded  to  construct  breast- 
works for  the  protection  of  the  bridge.  Scouting  parties  having- 
been  sent  out,  reported  during  the  afternoon  the  enemy  advancing, 
and  just  before  dusk  a brisk  skirmish  ensued,  which  was  hand- 
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somely  sustained  by  our  skirmishers.  The  enemy  advanced  in  line 
of  battle  again  t the  right  of  my  line  of  pickets,  composed  of  skii*- 
mishers  of  General  Jenkins’  brigade,  and  after  a sharp  skirmish  re- 
tired with  a loss  of  some  40-odd  killed  and  wounded,  our  loss  being 
very  slight. 

The  next  morning,  placing  the  skirmishers  of  the  entire  division 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Logan,  of  the  Hampton 
Legion,  Jenkins’  brigade,  and  giving  them  strong  supjjort,  I ordered 
an  advance,  following  with  the  division,  such  being  the  orders  of  the 
lieutenant-general.  The  skirmishers  soon  became  hotly  engaged, 
and  charging  handsomely  drove  back  the  enemy  from  a stony  hill, 
capturing  a caisson  and  a quantity  of  baggage  and  inflicting  upon 
them  severe  loss. 

We  lost  in  this  engagement  some  8 or  10  killed  and  wounded. 

Leaving  Robertson’s  brigade  to  watch  the  enemy,  who  had  retired 
toward  the  railroad,  I advanced  the  division  in  column  on  a converg- 
ing road  toward  Lenoir’s  Station.  Arriving  in  the  vicinity  late  in 
the  day,  I sent  forward  Colonel  Walker’s  regiment  (Palmetto  Sharp- 
shooters, South  Carolina  Volunteers),  and  Colonel  Coward’s  Fifth 
South  Carolina  Volunteers,  to  seize  commanding  hills,  and  then 
placed  the  brigades  in  position  as  they  came  up. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Anderson  was  directed  to  take  possession  of  an 
advanced  hill,  and  from  thence  to  feel  his  way  to  the  railroad  if  pos- 
sible ; this  was  about  dark.  He  gained  the  hill  without  opposition. 
Colonel  Bratton,  commanding  Jenkins’  brigade,  was  directed  to  oc- 
cupy a hill  in  his  front,  which  was  thought  to  command  the  station, 
but  owing  to  the  darkness  a nearer  hill  was  occupied  by  mistake. 
The  troops  were  ordered  to  repose  in  line  and  frequent  scouting  par- 
ties ordered  to  be  kept  up  during  the  night  by  the  advanced  brigades 
to  give  news  of  any  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Early  the  next  morning  an  advance  was  made,  but  the  enemy  had, 
by  keeping  up  a vigilant  line  of  skirmishers,  prevented  our  getting 
information  and  had  decamped  during  the  night.  Pressing  vigor- 
ously forward  I engaged  the  enemy’s  rear  with  a strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers from  the  division  under  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Logan 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wylie,  Fifth  South-  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Supporting  this  line  closely  and  efPectively  with  Jenkins’  brigade; 
the  other  brigades  of  the  division  were  ordered  to  follow  without 
delay,  my  instructions  being  to  press  upon  the  enemy’s  rear,  and  if 
possible  to  bring  him  to  bay,  and  give  an  opportunity  for  McLaws’ 
division,  as  I understood  it,  by  moving  on  a different  road,  to  strike 
the  enemy  in  flank  or  rear.  I engaged  the  enemy  sharply,  so  as  to 
compel  him  several  times  to  make  stands  to  save  his  guns,  and  thus 
gained  great  delay  on  his  part.  We  soon  in  our  advance  captured  a 
company  of  the  enemy,  and  a large  number  of  wagons  loaded  with 
commissary,  ordnance,  and  other  stores. 

The  enemy  were  driven  from  point  to  point  by  heavy  attacks  of 
the  skirmishers,  strongly  re-enforced  from  Jenkins’  brigade,  till  I 
had  forced  their  rear  so  close  upon  their  trains  and  main  body  that 
they  were  obliged  to  offer  battle  with  their  whole  force.  Starting  at 
about  7 a.  m. , we  had  forced  upon  the  enemy  at  Campbell’s  Station, 
distant  10  or  11  miles,  by  11  a.  m.,  and  succeeded  from  all  indications 
in  greatly  harassing  and  demoralizing  the  enemy.  At  this  place  the 
road  upon  which  McLaws’  division  was  in  march  joined  the  road  by 
which  we  had  marched,  but  that  division  had  not  as  yet  arrived. 
Hoping  to  throw  the  enemy,  who  had  not  formed  line,  into  sufficient 
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confusion  to  warrant  an  attack  on  my  part  with  the  brigades  under 
my  command,  two  of  which  (Jenkins'  and  Anderson’s)  were  up,  I 
ordered  forward  a battery  to  open  upon  the  dense  columns  of  the 
enemy,  and  having  already  Jenkins’  brigade  in  line  upon  their  front 
went  to  place  Anderson  on  their  left  flank.  Not  understanding,  I 
l)resume,  the  importance  of  the  movement,  which  could  onlj^  suc- 
ceed if  done  at  the  right  moment,  and  fearing  that  the  battery  or- 
dered would  be  destroyed  by  the  superior  artillery  force  of  the  en- 
emy, Colonel  Alexander,  chief  of  artillery,  countermanded  during 
my  absence  the  order  for  the  battery  to  advance  and  open,  and  about 
this  time  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  arrived  upon  the  held. 

The  enemy  had  now  formed  his  line  to  receive  our  attack.  My 
command  was  disposed  as  follows  : Jenkins’  brigade  fronting  the 
enemy,  Anderson’s  in  line  to  the  right.  Law  was  ordered  on  Ander- 
son’s right,  with  his  right  advanced  and  threatening  the  enemy’s 
flank.  Benning’s  brigade  (small)  in  reserve.  Maintaining  our  posi- 
tion for  a long  time  under  very  severe  shelling,  with  considerable 
loss  in  Jenkins’  brigade  and  slight  loss  in  Anderson’s,  at  about  3 p. 
m.  no  movement  upon  the  enemy’s  right  flank  having  been  made  as 
I expected  by  McLaws’  division,  I reported  to  the  lieutenant-general 
that  the  enemy  had  been,  I thought,  retiring  his  forces,  and  received 
instructions  to  proceed  along  the  hills  on  the  enemy’s  left  and  make 
an  attack  on  their  flank. 

Every  indication  being  that  • the  enemy  was  in  transitu,  and  the 
shortness  of  the  time  before  it  would  be  too  dark  for  movements  im- 
pressing upon  me  the  necessity  of  speed,  I gave  such  orders  as  would 
institute  most  prompt  and  vigorous  movements.  Brigadier-General 
Law,  being  on  the  right,  was  ordered  to  move,  followed  by  Anderson’s 
brigade,  far  enough  along  the  hills  upon  the  enemy’s  left  to  bring 
the  next  to  the  last  of  Anderson’s  regiments  opposite  the  enemy’s 
guns,  so  that  not  only  the  guns  but  their  supporting  lines  might 
be  struck  in  flank  and  rear  by  an  attack  in  line  by  the  two  brigades. 
Benning  was  ordered  to  cover  the  right  flank  of  the  attacking  line 
with  his  brigade.  Withdrawing  Jenkins’  brigade  by  a flank  move- 
ment from  the  open  held  in  the  front  of  the  enemy  into  the  woods,  I 
directed  the  primary  movements  of  the  other  brigades  to  be  made 
with  the  utmost  promptitude. 

The  hills  and  ground  over  which  our  column  was  required  to  pass 
was  very  difficult,  being  covered  with  a close  undergrowth  of  scraggy 
oaks,  and  the  distance  having  been  increased  by  the  enemy’s  front 
lines  going  back  under  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  it  required  consider- 
able time  to  attain  the  desired  position  upon  their  flank,  their  lines 
having  open  ground  to  retire  upon,  being  able  to  move  at  least  as 
rapidly  as  our  column.  Hastening  the  movements,  however,  about 
the  time  Jenkins’ brigade  reported.  General  Law  reported  himself  in 
the  directed  position,  and  I ordered  Anderson’s  immediately  to  the 
attack.  Upon  reaching  Law’s  brigade  I found  that  he  had  not  gone 
far  enough  to  the  right  to  put  Anderson  in  position,  but  his  own 
brigade  by  advancing  would  strike  the  battery  and  enemy’s  flank. 
Sending  to  stop  Anderson,  I directed  in  person  General  Law  to  make 
the  attack  with  his  brigade  independently  of  Anderson. 

Having  received  my  assurance  of  support  and  protection  to  his 
flanks,  he  commenced  his  advance,  and  the  other  brigades  were 
promptly  placed  to  support  and  follow  up  his  attack.  In  a few 
minutes,  greatly  to  my  surprise,  I received  a message  from  General 
Law  that  in  advancing  his  brigade  had  obliqued  so  much  to  the  left 
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as  to  have  gotten  out  of  its  line  of  attack.  This  causeless  and  inex- 
cusable movement  lost  us  the  few  moments  in  Avhich  success  from 
this  point  could  be  attained.  Although  it  was  getting  dark,  I de- 
cided to  try  and  repeat  the  intended  move  on  the  enemy’s  next  posi- 
tion, or  to  cut  the  road  upon  which  they  were  retiring,  and  ordered 
Benning,  who  was  on  the  right,  forward,  directing  General  LaAv  to 
prolong  Benning’s  line  by  a flank  movement. 

Brigadier-General  Law  on  seeing  me  stated  that  his  brigade  liad 
been  misled  by  the  mistake  of  his  regiment  of  direction  in  closing 
the  interval  between  it  and  Anderson’s  brigade  on  its  left.  I do 
not  conceive  that  a regiment  of  direction  should  have  been  so  in- 
structed as  to  leave  such  a change  of  direction  discretionary,  and 
the  immediate  directing  presence  of  the  brigade  commander,  by 
whom  the  position  of  the  enemy  to  be  attacked  had  been  seen  and 
examined,  should  have  corrected  the  mistake  in  its  inception.  Gen- 
eral Anderson  states  that  his  brigade  was  partially  lapped  when  the 
two  came  together,  and  I had  distinctly  and  emphatically  told 
General  Law,  when  he  spoke  of  the  relative  movements  of  Ander- 
son’s brigade,  that  he  would  attack  independently  of  Anderson. 

Movements  by  Benning’s,  Law’s,  and  Anderson’s  brigades  to  cut 
the  enemy’s  line  of  retreat,  though  promptly  and  vigorously  made, 
were  defeated  by  the  darkness,  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and 
the  enemy’s  movements  in  retreat,  and  no  other  opportunity  was 
presented  for  attack.  The  gallantry  and  dash  of  our  skirmishers 
during  this  day  has  never  been  surpassed.  Attacking  fearlessly  lines 
of  battle  and  artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Logan,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wylie,  and  Capt.  S.  D.  Cockrell  (the  latter  of  the  Ninth  Georgia) 
distinguished  themselves  among  many  others.  We  captured  about 
200  prisoners,  and  drove  the  enemy  with  heavy  loss  from  every  stand 
they  made.  The  movements  of  the  brigades  were  prompt  and  will- 
ing. 

Our  loss  during  the  day  was  as  follows  : 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

o 

Anderson’s  brigjade 

3 

34 

37 

Jenkins’  brigade 

18 

106 

124 

Law’s  brigade 

1 

12 

13 

Total 

22 

152 

174 

Moving  the  next  morning  to  Knoxville,  nothing  of  special  or  mo- 
mentous interest  took  place  till  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  works  on 
the  morning  of  November  29,  the  intermediate  time  being  occupied 
in  gaining  positions  and  strengthening  them.  Handsome  skirmish- 
ing was  done  by  Anderson’s  brigade  in  gaining  the  hill  we  occupied 
as  a permanent  line.  Two  brigades  (Law’s  and  Robertson’s)  having 
been  detached  for  duty  across  the  river,  my  command  was  reduced 
to  three  brigades  (one  very  small),  and  being  called  on  to  maintain 
the  old  line  with  the  reduced  force,  my  picket  duty  was  heavy,  and 
still  further  reduced  the  disposable  force.  The  part  assigned  this 
command  being  to  follow  up  the  attack  by  which  McLaws’  division . 
was  exx)ected  to  carry  Fort  Loudon  by  an  attack  on  the  enemy’s 
breastworks,  and  after  carrying  them  to  sweep  down  their  lines  and 
gain  as  muclx  ground  a§  I could  advantageously,  I directed  Andei> 
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son’s  brigade  to  lead  the  movement  of  tlie  division.  Being  com- 
pelled by  a deep  railroad  cut  running  along  my  front  to  cross  the 
railroa'd  on  the  right  of  my  line,  I massed  my  troops  near  the  right, 
to  support  and  continue  the  attack  when  begun. 

By  previous  arrangements  with  the  lieutenant-general  command- 
ing, I directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Logan,  in  charge  of  my  picket 
line,  to  advance  during  the  night  previous  and  drive  in  or  capture 
the  enemy’s  picket  line,  and  to  place- his  skirmishers  in  rifle-pits  at 
close  range  to  the  enemy’s  breastworks,  so  as  fully  to  command 
them.  This  was  successfully  done,  capturing  some  60  of  the  enemy, 
driving  the  rest  into  their  vrorks,  and  occupying  such  a position 
with  the  sharpshooters  as  greatly  to  embarrass  the  enemy  during 
the  attack  of  the  next  day. 

Expecting  the  attack  to  be  begun  at  first  dawn,  I placed  Ander- 
son’s brigade  in  position  during  the  night,  and  at  4 a.  m.  massed  the 
other  two  brigades  on  my  right. 

Having  explained  the  plan  of  operations  to  my  brigade  command- 
ers and  taken  every  precaution  to  follow  up  the  attack  successfully, 
I awaited  the  concerted  signal.  General  Anderson,  in  accordance 
with  the  part  assigned  my  command,  was  ordered  to  subordinate 
his  move  as  to  time  to  the  attacking  column  of  McLaws.  I in- 
structed him  to  break  over  the  enemy’s  breastworks  at  a point 
which  I designated  to  him  personally  about  100  yards  to  the  left  of 
the  fort,  and  then  to  wheel  to  the  left  and  sweep  down  the  breast- 
works. If,  however,  McLaws’  attack  upon  the  fort  was  unsuccess- 
ful, he  was  instructed,  after  passing  over  the  enemy’s  breastworks, 
instead  of  wheeling  to  the  left  to  wheel  to  the  right  and  take  the 
fort  by  an  attack  in  reverse. 

Just  before  the  time  for  the  expected  attack,  I received  orders  to 
meet  any  demonstration  the  enemy  might  make  on  my  line,  which 
was  an  extended  one,  with  my  left  brigade.  In  accordance  with 
this  order,  I was  compelled  to  send  Jenkins’  brigade  some  distance 
toward  the  left  to  be  in  position  to  meet  such  a demonstration,  and 
my  effective  force  in  hand  for  immediate  use  was  thus  reduced  to 
the  brigade  of  Anderson,  diminished  by  picket  details  to  some  900 
or  1,000  rifles,  and  Benning’s  brigade,  with  about  500  rifles.  Upon 
a given  signal  the  sharpshooters  along  the  whole  line  opened  a con- 
tinuous fire,  and  the  attack  was  begun  by  McLaws’  column.  Giving 
due  time,  as  directed,  Anderson’s  brigade  advanced  in  two  lines  in 
gallant  style,  and  I then  moved  Benning’s  brigade  forward  to  press 
any  advantage  that  might  be  gained.  The  columns  of  McLaw^s, 
instead  of  directing  their  attack  against  the  salient  indicated  to  me 
by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  as  the  point  for  their  attack, 
advanced  to  the  right  of  the  designated  point,  and  after  a vain  effort 
failed  to  carry  the  \vork  and  were  compelled  to  retire. 

Anderson’s  brigade — as  stated  by  General  Anderson,  through  some 
misunderstanding  of  his  instructions  by  the  colonel  commanding  his 
front  line,  who  was  misled  by  the  movements  of  McLaws’  column  so 
far  to  the  right — instead  of  directing  its  attack,  as  I had  ordered, 
against  the  breastw'orks  to  the  left  of  the  fort,  and  then,  in  case  of 
the  failure  of  McLaws’  column  taking  it  in  reverse,  also  moved  too 
far  to  the  right,  and  before  the  staff  officer  and  courier,  dispatched 
the  moment  I perceived  their  misdirection  to  order  them  to  the 
point  already  designated,  could  reach  them,  the  distance  being  short 
from  their  starting  point  to  the  fort^  became  involved  in  the  direct 
attack  upon  the  side  of  the  fort, 
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After  gallant  efforts  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men  to  overcome 
the  physical  difficulties  and  storm  the  work,  the  brigade  fell  back  to 
its  previous  position,  and  then  formed  for  further  action  in  good 
spirits  and  undemoralized. 

I beg  to  refer  to  the  report*  of  this  affair  by  General  Anderson  for 
causes  of  mistake  in  carrying  out  instructions  and  for  a fuller  view 
of  the  performance  of  his  brigade. 

Upon  seeing  the  attacking  column  falling  back,^  I sent  orders  to 
Jenkins’  brigade  to  return  to  the  right,  and  held  it  and  Benning  s 
brigade  in  hand  for  further  movements,  but  soon  received  orders  to 
reoccupy  our  old  line. 

The  loss  sustained  by  Anderson’s  brigade  in  its  gallant  attack  was 
4 killed,  33  wounded, missing. 

Upon  the  withdrawal  of  our  army  from  the  siege  of  Knoxville  my 
command  covered  the  rear.  The  withdrawal  from  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  enemy  (our  advance  line  being  within  250  yards  of 
their  works)  was  effected  without  loss,  and  we  marched  leisurely, 
with  convenient  stops  for  collecting  commissary  supplies,  to  the 
vicinity  of  Rogersville. 

Notwithstanding  a great  want  of  shoes  in  the  command,  a very 
handsome  forced  march  was  made  on  December  14  to  Bean’s,  Sta- 
tion. Being,  unfortunately  for  us,  in  rear  of  the^  column,  ^ it  was 
nearly  dark  before  we  reached  the  scene  of  the  spirited  conflict  with 
the  enemy  of  Johnson’s  and  part  of  McLawV  divisions.^  After  con- 
siderable- delay  by  the  slowness  with  which  the  preceding  division 
(McLaws’)  crossed  a small  creek,  being  ordered  to  support  the  left  of 
the  line,  I placed  my  leading  brigade  (Anderson’s)  on  the  left  of 
Johnson’s  line,  and  had  it  advanced  in  concert  with  Johnson’s  line, 
but  found  no  enemy  in  front,  and  it  being  now  dark  no  further  move 
on  the  part  of  my  command  was  required. 

The  next  morning  I received  orders  to  advance  my  command, 
numbering  some  2,500  rifles,  to  Rutledge  and  assist  Major-General 
Martin,  who,  with  his  cavalry,  was  to  cross  the  Holston  River  in 
the  enemy’s  rear.  Advancing  as  directed,  my  skirmishers  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  about  3 miles  from  Bean’s  Station,  and  I found 
the  Yankees,  some  6,000  in  number,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  be- 
hind a formidable  breastwork  of  rails,  with  each  flank  upon  neigh- 
boring heights.  Sending  back  a report  of  the  facts  to  the  lieuten- 
ant-general commanding,  he  soon  appeared  in  the  front,  and  I was 
informed  that  General  Martin  had  failed  to  cross  as  expected. 

The  condition  of  the  enemy’s  line  as  reported  by  Maj.  W.  H. 
Sellers,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  this  division,  after  a reconnais- 
sance, promising  a chance  for  a successful  flank  attack  if  made  in 
sufficient  force,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding I rode  to  make  a personal  reconnaissance.  It  being  then 
between  10  and  11  a.  m.,  the  lieutenant-general  informed  me  thal 
before  I returned  Brigadier-General  Law  would  have  arrived  wil  ' 
the  two  bri  ^ades  which  had  remained  detached.  After  careful 
reconnaissance,  I concluded  that  I could  make  a successful  flank 
attack  by  using  the  entire  division,  and  ordered  Jenkins’  brigade 
immediately  forward  to  the  enemy’s  right  flank  to  make  the  attack, 
intending  to  support  it  with  Law’s  brigade,  and  to  use  the  otlier 
three  brigades  (two  very  small,  together  not  exceeding  800  rifles)  in 
pressing  concertedly  the  enemy’s  front  and  left  flank.  On  my  re- 
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turn,  however,  General  Law  not  having  arrived,  I was  compelled 
to  stop  the  movements  of  Jenkins’  brigade. 

Some  time  after  this,  and  before  the  arrival  of  General  Law,  which 
took  place  about  3.30  p.  m.,  the  enemy,  who  had  previously  shown 
only  dismounted  cavalry,  advanced  an  infantry  force  to  the  front. 
Reports  being  brought  me  from  General  Benning,  who  was  on  my 
right,  of  the  movement  of  long  columns  in  view,  and  information 
from  the  lieutenant-general  cominanding  that  the  enemy  was  re- 
ported to  have  both  of  their  corps,  I was  induced  to  believe  that 
they  had  brought  their  full  force  to  the  field,  and  no  other  troops 
being  within  supporting  distance,  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  recall 
Jenkins’  brigade  and  give  up  my  intention  of  attacking  with  this  di- 
vision alone,  and  so  reported  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  General  Martin,  having  effected  a crossing, 
appeared  upon  the  hills  upon  the  enemy’s  right  and  opened  a few 
guns,  but  when  I became  aware  of  his  position  it  was  too  late. 

The  enemy  withdrew  during  the  night,  and  I was  ordered  in  the 
morning  to  pursue,  and,  if  possible,  bring  them  to  bay.  Moving  on 
as  far  as  Rutledge,  I received  orders  to  cease  the  pursuit  and  return 
to  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  December  23,  I proceeded  with  the  division  to 
Long’s  Ferry,  on  the  Holston,  and  being  delayed  in  beginning  my 
passage  till  1 p.  m.  by  the  preceding  division,  I worked  into  the  night 
and  succeeded  with  a single  boat  in  crossing  the  entire  division  in 
eleven  and  one-half  hours.  Proceeding  as  soon  as  it  was  day  to  Mor- 
ristown, the  division  rested  from  its  fatigues  in  comfortable  camps. 

The  campaign  was  rendered  severe  by  want  of  shoes  and  clothing 
and  failure  of  regular  supplies  of  rations,  but  owing  to  the  judicious 
arrangements  of  the  marches  there  was  much  less  suffering  than 
might  have  been  expected,  and  all  was  borne  with  commendable 
cheerfulness  and  high  spirit  by  the  men.  There  was  exhibited,  how- 
ever, on  the  part  of  some,  a tendency  to  straggle  and  a most  dis- 
graceful spirit  of  plunder,  which  by  stringent  measures  has  been 
restrained  and  corrected. 

I fear  that  difficulties  were  increased  and  the  full  benefit  of  well- 
aimed  strategy  prevented  in  this  campaign  by  the  absence  of  high  and 
cordial  sustaining  support  to  loyal  authority  on  the  part  of  some  high 
officers,  and  that  the  spirit  of  the  army,  instead  of  being  encouraged 
and  sustained  against  sufferings  and  necessary  hardships  by  some 
from  whom  the  country  had  a right  to  expect  it,  was,  on  the  contrary, 
depressed  and  recognition  of  dangers  and  hardships  cultivated.  Of 
this  I have  been  able  to  find  evidence  for  charges  in  but  one  case. 

My  humble  efforts  were  during  the  greater  part  of  the  campaign 
greatly  aided  by  the  intelligence  and  activity  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Sellers, 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  this  division  (whose  aptitude  for  high 
military  affairs  I desire  to  call  attention  to),  and  by  Maj.  E.  H.  Cun- 
ningham, assistant  adjutant  and  inspector-general ; Capt.  W.  H. 
Whitner,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector-general,  and  Lieut.  J.  W. 
Jamison,  aide-de-camp.  Surg.  F.  L.  Parker,  acting  chief  surgeon, 
was  also  very  efficient. 

I take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  ability  displayed  by  Brigadier- 
Generals  Anderson  and  Benning. 

I had  every  satisfaction  in  the  general  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men.  Their  boldness  in  danger,  their  patience  under  want  and  hard- 
ships, and  their  promptitude  in  obedience,  entitle  them  to  the  confi- 
dence and  thanks  of  their  country. 
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The  loss  ill  the  campaign  was  : 


Command. 

! Killed. 

1 

'6 

0- 

'2 

3 

o 

Mi.ssing. 

1 Total.  1 

1 1 

bri^cid-C 

22 

109 

5 

136 

Anderson’s  lorigade 

3() 

186 

25 

247 

bi’i^cidc ■ 

1 

5 

6 

18 

56 

4 

78 



Robertson’s  brigade  

7 

20 

7 

U 

Total  

84 

376 

41 

501 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  JENKINS, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  74. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson,  C.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing BuckneAs  division. 

Headquarters  Buckner’s  Division, 

Morristoivn,  January  — , 1864. 

Sir  : In  response  to  your  communication  dated  headquarters  forces 
in  East  Tennessee,  Russellville,  December  31,  1863,  calling  for  a 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  division  from  the  time  of  its  coming 
within  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  until  the 
date  at  which  it  went  into  encampment  at  this  place,  I have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  summary  : 

On  November  22  last,  this  division  moved  from  Rossville,  Tenn., 
at  the  foot  of  Missionary  Ridge,  under  written  orders  and  additional 
oral  instructions  from  headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  attached  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet’s  command, 
at  that  time  oxierating  before  Knoxville,  where  the  Federal  forces 
under  Burnside,  routed  in  the  open  field,  had  found  shelter. 

The  division  consisted  of : 


Command. 

Effective  total. 

Aggregate. 

Brigadier-general  commanding  and  staff 

7 

26 

1,9.53 

1,.572 

1,581 

0267 

Escort  

20 

1,541 

1,084 

995 

246 

Gracie’s  brigade 

.Johnson’s  brigade 

Reynolds’  brigade i 

Williams’  battalion  artillery 

Total 

3,886 

5,406 

a Or  twelve  guns. 


This  force  was  badly  shod  and  jDoorly  clad.  The  infantry,  the 
artillery  carriages,  and  baggage  were  ordered  to  be  transported  by 
rail,  and  the  empty  trains  and.  the  horses  to  move  on  the  common 
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road  to  London.  At  Chickamanga  Station  Maj.  Gen.  P.  R.  Cleburne, 
whose  division  was  moving  under  orders  in'  conjunction  with  this 
division,  assumed  command  of  the  column. 

With  the  approbation  of  General  Cleburne,  I left  Chickamanga 
Station  on  the  evening  of  November  22,  to  proceed  at  the  head  of  my 
command,  in  order  to  expedite  the  transfer  of  the  troops  to  the  East 
Tennessee  railroad  at  Dalton,  and  the  passage  of  the  rivers  at 
Charleston  and  Loudon.  At  Charleston  the  transportation  by  rail 
to  Loudon  was  only  sufficient  for  the  baggage,  and  the  troops  were 
consequently  put  upon  the  march  at  that  point.  They  were,  how- 
ever, subsequently  picked  up  and  brought  in  by  the  train  running 
out  to  meet  them. 

On  November  23,  just  as  Gracie's  brigade  had  with  its  baggage, 
ammunition,  &c.,  effected  the,  crossing  of  the  Hiwassee  River  at 
Charleston,  I received  a telegram  from  Major-General  Cleburne, 
ordering  me  to  return  with  my  command  to  Missionary  Ridge.  This 
brigade  immediately  recrossed  the  river,  and  I then  received  a dis- 
patch from  Colonel  Brent,  of  General  Bragg’s  staff,  to  the  effect  that 
the  order  for  the  return  of  troops  to  Missionary  Ridge  only  applied 
to  such  of  my  troops  as  had  not  left  Chickamanga,  and  that  I would 
proceed  as  previously  ordered. 

On  November  24,  I arrived  at  Loudon  with  a portion  of  Gracie’s 
brigade,  and  communicated  with  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet, 
who  directed  me,  by  telegram,  to  move  forward  my  command  as  fast 
as  possible  to  Knoxville.  A pontoon  bridge  was  then  in  process  of 
construction  at  Huff’s  Ferry,  below  Loudon.  The  ferry  across  the 
Tennessee  at  Loudon  was  being  employed  in  crossing  trains  loaded 
with  supplies  to  meet  the  pressing  wants  of  the  troops  before  Knox- 
ville, as  I was  informed  by  Brigadier-General  Yaughn,  command- 
ing at  Loudon.  It  was  not,  therefore,  until  afternoon  of  November 
25  that  I vms  enabled  to  commence  crossing  my  command,  which 
was  mainly  effected  by  the  ferry. 

Johnson’s  brigade  reached  Loudon  on  the  25th,  and  I learned  from 
Colonel  Fulton,  commanding,  that  after  a part  of  Reynolds’  brigade 
was  placed  on  the  cars  at  Chickamanga  Station,  and  when  the  train 
was  all  ready  to  start,  the  cars  containing  the  part  of  Reynolds’  bri- 
gade were  detached,  and  all  the  troops  which  had  not  left  Chicka- 
mauga  Depot,  including  the  artillery  of  Buckner’s  division,  were 
ordered  back  to  Missionary  Ridge.  Two  brigades  (Johnson’s  and 
Gracie’s) — effective  strength  2,625,  aggregate  3,525 — comprised  the 
forces  remaining  under  my  command. 

On  November  27,  I reported  in  person  to  Lieutenant-General 
Longstreet,  Gracie’s  brigade  having  preceded  me  and  joined  his 
command,  and  Colonel  Fulton,  in  command  of  Johnson’s  brigade, 
arrived  in  front  of  Knoxville  on  the  28th. 

On  Sunday,  November  29,  having  previously  received  orders  from 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  that  effect,  my  command 
moved  at  daylight  at  the  signal  for  the  attack  from  the  rifle-pits  in 
front  of  Fort  Loudon,  to  support  the  assaulting  column  under  Brig- 
adier-General Humphreys.  Gracie’s  brigade  advanced  on  the  right 
or  south  of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad,  and  Fulton’s 
command  moved  from  a position  on  the  north  of  this  road,  distant 
some  800  or  1,000  yards  from  the  fort.  In  the  advance  the  latter 
command  crossed  the  railroad,  which  curved  to  the  north  in  front 
of  the  rifle-pits,  and  approached  to  within  about  250  yards  of  the  fort 
on  the  left  or  north  of  the  salient,  on  which  the  assault  was  made. 
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It  here  came  under  the  enemy’s  fire,  especially  from  the  rifle-pits  on 
the  north  of  the  fort.  At  this  time  Gracie’s  brigade,  which  was 
moving  up  in  rear  and  on  the  right,  was  ordered  by  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding,  who  was  in  its  front,  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
seeing  it  move  to  the  rear,  Johnson’s  brigade  was  halted,  and  the 
men  covered  themselves  from  the  enemy’s  fire  by  lying  flat  on  the 
ground.  The  attack  was  now  abandoned,  and  my  two  brigades  were 
ordered  to  relieve  Humphreys’,  Benning’s,  and  Wofford’s,  and  to 
occupy  with  skirmishers  our  advanced  rifle-pits  within  some  250 
yards  of  the  fort. 

During  the  assault  on  Fort  Loudon  Johnson’s  brigade  lost  First 
Lieut.  S.  M.  Ross,  of  the  Forty-fourth,  and  Private  J.  P.  Hicks,  of 
the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-third  Tennessee  Regiments,  killed,  and 
2 lieutenants  and  17  privates  wounded.  A list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  of  this  division  at  the  assault  on  Fort  Loudon  was  for- 
warded to  you  on  December  3. 

While  the  pickets  were  being  relieved  on  November  29,  Private 
John  T.  Dodson,  of  Company  C,  Forty-third  Alabama  Regiment, 
Gracie’s  brigade,  was  killed,  and  Private  A.  M.  McMillan,  of  Com- 
pany B,  of  the  same  regiment,  was  wounded. 

On  December  3,  by  order  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding, 
my  train  left  its  camp  near  Knoxville  preparatory  to  retiring  our 
forces  from  that  vicinity,  to  move  via  Strawberry  Plains  to  Russell- 
ville, and  the  pickets  from  Gracie’s  brigade  were  relieved  from  duty 
in  the  rifle-pits. 

On  December  4,  at  dark,  my  command  withdrew  from  the  line  of 
investment  in  front  of  Knoxville  and  moved  in  front  of  Longstreet’s 
corps  on  the  old  stage  road,  which  passes  via  Plain’s  Cross-Roads  to 
Bean’s  Station  and  Rogersville.  We  marched  all  night  over  muddy 
roads  and  reached  Plain's  Cross-Roads  about  4 p.  m.  on  December  5. 

The  pickets  of  Johnson’s  brigade  were  withdrawn  from  the  rifle- 
pits  in  front  of  Port  Loudon  at  11  p.  m.  by  Major  Lowe,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee,  and  brought  up  to  the  column.  Many  of 
my  men  were  barefooted  and  poorly  clad,  and  the  weather  was  chilly 
and  damp.  I regret  to  state  that  during  this  and  the  subsequent 
march,  as  well  as  during  the  operations  before  Knoxville  and  the 
march  to  that  place,  many  desertions  occurred  in  this  division, 
especially  among  the  Tennessee  troops. 

On  December  6th,  we  reached  Rutledge,  where  we  remained  until 
the  8th  endeavoring  ineffectually  to  gather  full  rations  for  our  far- 
ther march. 

On  December  9th,  we  encamped  at  Cloud’s  Creek,  5 miles  west  of 
Rogersville,  and  remained  on  half  rations  of  flour  and  full  rations  of 
meat  until  the  13th,  when  my  command  moved  back  some  4 miles 
preparatory  to  a movement  on  the  enemy  at  Bean’s  Station. 

During  this  period  (from  December  9 to  the  13th)  several  tan- 
yards  and  shoe-shops  were  taken  possession  of  by  my  order,  and  a 
number  of  tanners  and  shoemakers  from  my  command  were  placed 
on  extra  duty  preparing  leather  and  shoes  for  the  men. 

^ On  Monday,  December  14,  this  division  moved  on  Bean’s  Sta- 
tion at  the  head  of  the  infantry,  preceded  by  100  cavalry,  under 
Captain  Moore,  of  Colonel  Giltner’s  regiment.  The  roads  were  very 
wet  and  muddy  and  the  weather  was  cold  and  inclement.  Many  of 
our  men  were  barefooted,  and  of  these  numbers  failed  to  keep  up 
with  their  regiments.  Others  more  enduring  and  persistent  pressed 
nobly  on,  and  were  seen  among  the  foremost  and  most  active  in  the 
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subsequent  engagement.  About  3 miles  east  of  Bean’s  Station  at  2 
p.  m.  the  cavalry  encountered  and  drove  back  the  enemy’s  pickets 
and  sharply  engaged  the  reserve.  My  leading  brigade  (Gracie’s) 
was  moved  up,  and  seven  companies  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Alabama 
Regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  McLennan,  was  ad- 
vanced as  skirmishers,  the  center  moving  along  the  road.  The  cav- 
alry under  Captain  Moore  closed  in  to  the  left  and  uncovered  its 
front.  The  enemy  continued  to  fall  back  skirmishing  with  this 
regiment  of  infantry  for  about  2 miles,  and  twice  endeavored  to  make 
a stand.  We  then  crossed  the  creek  about  half  a mile  east  of  Bean’s 
Station,  and  the  Forty-third  Alabama  Regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Y.  M.  Moody,  was  dejhoyed  in  rear  of  the  Fifty-ninth  and 
moved  to  the  right,  extending  in  the  woods  on  the  slope  of  the 
mountain  on  the  north  side  of  the  valley.  As  the  skirmishers  as- 
cended to  the  top  of  the  hill  east  of  the  station,  the  enemy’s  artillery 
opened  from  three  points  on  the  elevations  west  of  the  station.  Two 
of  these  points  are  on  the  north  side  and  one  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Knoxville  road.  Our  skirmishers  were  now  ordered  to  lie  down 
until  our  artillery  could  be  brought  up. 

About  this  time  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Gracie  was  wounded  by  a rifle  ball 
in  the  arm.  That  I was  deprived  of  his  valuable  services  I was  not 
aware  until  later  in  the  day,  as  I had  seen  him  return  to  the  field 
after  having  had  his  wound  examined. 

Taylor’s  battery  of  four  Napoleon  guns  was  placed  in  position  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road  and  supported  by  the  Forty-first  Alabama 
Regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trimmier,  and  Par- 
ker’s battery  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  road,  with  the  right  piece 
resting  in  the  joad.  These  batteries  opened  mainly  on  the  two  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  beyond  Bean’s  Station  and  to  the  north  of  the 
road. 

Johnson’s  brigade  was  now  advanced  in  line  of  battle  with  skir- 
mishers in  front  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  east  of  the  station  and  on  the 
left  of  the  Knoxville  road,  and  became  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
Federal  battery  on  an  elevation  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  while 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  on  an  elevation  just  in  its 
front. 

In  the  meantime,  Major-General  McLaws’  division,  after  crossing 
the  stream  in  our  rear,  was  moved  by  the  flank  on  to  the  ascent  of 
the  mountain  on  the  north  side  of  the  valley,  and  two  companies  of 
the  Forty -third  Alabama  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Moody,  by  order 
of  General  Longstreet,  were  moved  as  skirmishers  by  the  right  flank 
along  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  slope  of  the  mountain  to  cover 
the  movement  of  McLaws’  division,  intended  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left 
flank. 

After  our  two  batteries  had  fired  some  thirty  rounds  each  from 
their  first  positions,  I ordered  a section  of  Parker’s  battery  to  move 
to  the  left  and  front  to  a commanding  position  on  the  right  of  John- 
son’s brigade,  where  it  opened  on  a well-formed  line  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  in  its  front  and  on  the  battery  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley. 

While  this  section  of  Parker’s  battery  was  moving  to  its  position 
on  the  right  of  that  occupied  by  Johnson’s  brigade,  I received  an 
order  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  press  my  line  for- 
ward. The  line  of  Gracie’s  brigade  had,  however,  been  somewhat 
advanced,  and  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Federals  occupying  the 
large  hotel  building  at  Bean’s  Station  and  firing  through  loop-holes 
cut  in  the  wall  of  the  second  and  third  stories. 
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A large  frame  house  east  of  the  hotel  was  about  tliis  time  set  on 
fire,  it  is  believed,  by  the  enemy  to  prevent  us  from  using  it  as  a 
shelter.  I accordingly  sent  two  of  my  staff  officers  with  the  neces- 
sary orders  to  move  forward  Gracie’s  brigade,  while  Colonel  Fulton 
advanced  Johnson’s  brigade  under  my  eye,  and  the  two  batteries  of 
our  artillery  still  continued  to  play  upon  the  enemy’s  lines  in  our 
front. 

The  advance  in  Gracie’s  brigade  was  made  mainly  by  the  Sixtieth 
Alabama  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Sanford,  the  Fifty-ninth  and  eight 
companies  of  the  Forty  third  Alabama  Regiments  moving  uj)  as  skir- 
mishers on  its  right  and  rear.  Captain  Blakemore,  my  aide-de-camp, 
first  conveyed  to  Colonel  Sanford  the  order  to  advance  about  the 
time  Johnson’s  brigade  commenced  moving.  This  regiment  rushed 
forward  gallantly,  and  with  a shout  passed  the  line  of  the  Fifty- 
ninth  and  eight  companies  of  the  Forty-third  Alabama  Regiments 
deployed  as  skirmishers.  In  this  movement  the  Sixtieth  Alabama 
Regiment  was  exposed  to  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  concealed  in 
the  hotel,  and  of  a line  of  Federals  in  the  plain  west  of  the  hotel,  and 
it  consequently  halted,  and  the  men  attempted  to  cover  themselves 
by  lying  on  the  ground.  The  deliberate  fire  delivered  with  accuracy 
from  the  loop-holes  of  the  hotel  continually  struck  the  men  of  the 
Sixtieth  Alabama  Regiment  as  they  lay  immovably  on  the  ground, 
and  when  that  regiment  subsequently  arose  to  advance  again  on  the 
hotel,  under  orders  conveyed  to  Colonel  Sanford  by  Lieutenant  Moor- 
head, Gracie’s  brigade  inspector,  it  left  its  line  marked  out  by  the 
dead  and  wounded. 

Johnson’s  brigade  was  now  moving  in  a handsome  line  down  the 
western  slope  of  the  hill  east  of  the  'station  and  south  of  the  Knox- 
ville road.  In  this  movement  it  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  en- 
emy’s cavalry  in  line  of  battle  and  to  a battery  of  artillery  in  its 
front,  and  on  passing  the  creek  at  the  foot  of  the  slope  its  line  was 
enfiladed  from  the  loop-holes  of  the  hotel  on  its  prolongation  to  the 
right.  This  brigade  sought  by  lying  down  to  secure  the  shelter 
afforded  by  the  undulations  of  the  ground,  while  the  companies  on 
the  right  fired  on  the  hotel.,  The  enemy’s  battery  in  front  of  John- 
son’s brigade  retired  as  soon  as  that  brigade  descended  below  its  range. 
The  cavalry  retired  a little  from  the  brow  of  the  hill,  but  maintained 
their  line.  The  Sixtieth  Alabama  Regiment,  of  Gracie’s  brigade, 
now  arose  and  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  Knoxville  road  directly 
upon  the  hotel  in  the  face  of  the  fire  from  that  building,  and  from  a 
line  of  the  enemy  extending  across  the  valley  south  of  the  hotel, 
which  caused  the  regiment  to  take  to  the  shelter  of  a large  stable 
some  50  yards  east  of  the  hotel  building,  where  it  continued  to  re- 
turn the  enemy’s  fire.  In  this  advance  Colonel  Sanford  was 
knocked  down  by  a shot,  but  afterward  joined  th^  regiment  at  the 
stable,  where  it  had  moved  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  D.  S. 
Troy. 

The  Fifty-ninth  and  eight  companies  of  the  Forty-third  Alabama 
Regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  stretched  from  a point  some  dis- 
tance to  the  right  of  the  Sixtieth  Alabama  Regiment,  and  advanced 
somewhat  later  than  that  regiment  on  to  the  slope  of  the  hollow 
north  of  the  hotel.  About  this  time  Taylor’s  and  Parker’s  batteries 
were  directed  to  fire  a few  shots  at  the  hotel,  which  was  done.  Some 
two  shots  were  unfortunately  fired  by  mistake  into  the  stable  occu- 
pied by  the  Sixtieth  Alabama  Regiment,  by  which  2 men  are  said  to 
have  been  killed  and  2 or  3 wounded. 
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In  the  above  attitude  of  affairs  I was  advised  that  I could  call  on 
Brigadier-General  Jenkins  for  support  from  his  command  (Hood’s 
division)  if  I should  need  it.  I immediately  requested  General  Jen- 
kins to  move  one  or  two  brigades  by  the  flank  through  the  woods  on 
the  slope  of  the  mountains  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  with  a 
view  to  turn  the  enemy’s  right  flank.  This  was  about  sunset. 
About  dusk  I directed  Colonel  Fulton  to  push  his  brigade  to  the  top 
of  the  hill  in  his  front,  which  was  done  without  resistance.  About 
this  time  McLaws’  division  opened  fire  on  the  enemy’s  left  flank  on 
the  north  side  of  the  valley.  I now  learned  that  General  Jenkins 
had  decided  that  it  was  too  late  to  make  the  proposed  movement  on 
the  enemy’s  right  flank,  and  I consequently  concluded  to  press  no 
farther  my  left  brigade,  which  was  very  weak. 

It  being  reported  to  me  indirectly  from  Colonel  Sanford  that  the 
enemy  were  still  occupying  the  hotel  building,  I ordered  the  left  sec- 
tion of  Parker’s  battery  to  move  up  to  within  350  yards  and  fire  into 
it.  Some  two  balls  were  fired  into  the  building,  when  the  battery 
ceased  to  allow  the  infantry  to  advance  and  take  possession  of  it. 

' It  was  now  found  that  the  Yankees,  all  but  3 captured  in  the  cellar, 
had  made  their  escape  from  the  west  end  of  the  hotel.  Buckner’s 
division  was  now  in  complete  possession  of  Bean’s  Station,  from 
which,  with  the  aid  of  the  artillery  and  the  movement  on  the  flank 
by  McLaws’  division,  it  had  driven  the  enemy.  The  Federal  forces 
had  resisted  our  attack  persistently  and  gallantly,  no  doubt  with  a 
view  to  save  their  little  camp  equipage,  trains,  &c.,  and  in  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night  their  cavalry,  once  fairly  in  motion,  could  not  be 
successfully  pursued  by  our  shoeless  infantry.  We  therefore  rested 
on  our  line  at  Bean’s  Station  during  the  night. 

During  the  fight  Parker’s  battery  fired  375  rounds  of  shell  and 
Taylor’s  battery  perhaps  as  many. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  strength  of  Buckner’s  division 
in  the  affair  of  Bean’s  Station,  December  14,  1863 : 


Command. 

. 

Effective  total. 

Aggregate. 

Johnson’s  brip^ade 

370 

765 

434 

852 

Gracie’s  brigade 

Total  

1,135 

1,286 

The  report  of  casualties  in  Buckner’s  division  in  the  affair  at 
Bean’s  Station  December  14,  1863,  is  as  follows : 
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The  enemy’s  forces  are  represented  to  have  been  three  brigades  of 
cavalry.  We  have  had  no  means  of  determining  the  number  of 
their  killed  and  wounded.  Common  reports,  which  seem  to  come 
from  the  enemy,  place  their  killed  at  100.  The  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  behaved  handsomely  in  this  affair. 

On  December  16,  my  command  moved,  by  order  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding,  to  Judge  Mayse’s,  on  the  Holston  River. 

On  December  19,  it  moved  up  the  river  to  Long’s  Feiyy  and  com- 
menced crossing  its  train  in  the  afternoon.  By  working  day  and 
night  the  division,  with  all  its  wagons  and  ambulances  and  Parker’s 
battery  of  artillery,  was  crossed  on  a ferry-boat  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  Holston  by  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  Deceniber  21. 

Having  heard  from  various  sources,  and  especially  from  an  officer 
who  represented  that  he  was  the  brigade  inspector  of  Brig.  Gen. 
John  H.  Morgan’s  brigade  of  cavalry,  that  the  enemy  were  advanc- 
ing from  Strawberry  Plains  in  the  direction  of  Morristown,  4 miles 
distant  from  my  command,  with  a view  to  a raid  on  that  place, 
where  there  is  a valuable  flouring  mill,  I moved  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  21  to  this  town,  reporting  my  movement  to  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding.  The  information  proved  to  be  in- 
correct and  unfounded.  Some  two  days  later  I was  ordered  to  make 
temporary  shelters  for  my  command,  with  a view  to  protection  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  during  the  winter. 

The  highest  meed  of  praise  is  due  to  the  men  of  this  command, 
who  have  toiled  faithfully  on  amid  privations  and  discouragements, 
and  who  have,  half  clad,  braved  alike  the  winter’s  rains  and  the 
bullets  of  the  invading  foe,  while  they  have  been  abandoned  by  less 
determined  comrades,  who  have  hitherto  honorably  borne  their  part 
in  this  cruel,  iniquitous  war,  and  who  have  bravely  fought  at  their 
side  on  the  most  bloody  fields  of  battle.  In  view  of  the  services  of 
these  faithful  men  I feel  that  there  are  no  other  instances  of  courage 
or  valor  necessary  to  be  specified.  These  have  all  nobly  performed 
their  duty  to  their  suffering  country  and  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
May  God  give  them  what  man  may  never  be  able  to  bestow  upon 
them — an  adequate  reward.  They  enjoy  at  least  the  proud  conscious- 
ness of  arduous  duties  nobly  performed. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 

Col.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  75. 

Report  of  Col.  John  C.  Carter,  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  Infantry, 
Hardee^s  corps.  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  Regiment, 

December  5,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  November  24, 1 was 
left  in  command  at  Charleston,  Tenn.  The  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee 
Regirnent,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gwynne  commanding,  having  an 
effective  total  of  215  ; portions  of  four  companies  of  engineer  troops, 
Captain  McCalla  commanding,  having  an  effective  total  of  112 ; 17 
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effective  cavalrymen,  commanded  by  Major  Sbaw,  and  44  effective 
men  belonging  to  Captain  V an  Dyke’s  cavalry  company,  constituted 
the  force  under  my  command. 

On  the  morning  of  November  26,  Colonel  Long’s  cavalry  brigade 
of  Federal  troops  were  moved  from  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  against  our 
Ijosition.  Our  troops  were  formed  on  the  north  side  of  the  Hiwas- 
see  River,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  bridges  across  the 
stream.  After  a struggle  of  more  than  an  hour,  the  enemy  were 
driven  back,  with  slight  loss.  W e did  not  suffer.  The  bridges  were 
saved. 

On  November  29,  I received  from  General  Bragg  an  order  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Longstreet.  I forwarded  this  order  immediately  by 
telegraph  and  by  courier  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  By 
this  order  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  was  ordered  to  fall  back 
immediately  upon  Dalton,  Ga.,  or  to  retire  to  Virginia.  I immedi- 
ately telegraphed  to  General  Longstreet,  stating  that  unless  he 
intended  to  fall  back  upon  Dalton,  there  was  no  necessity  to  hold 
my  position  longer.  The  dispatch  was  sent  at  3 p.  m.  Had  I been 
informed  by  General  Longstreet  that  he  did  not  intend  to  use  the 
bridges  at  Charleston,  I should  have  left  for  Dalton  on  the  night  of 
the  29th.  I could  have  reached  the  place  with  safety.  The  enemy 
were  at  Cleveland  in  heavy  force,  yet  by  moving  on  the  old  Federal 
road,  I should  have  left  them  far  to  the  right.  General  Longstreet 
replied  to  my  telegram,  asking  for  information,  and  led  me  to  sup- 
pose he  might  retire  from  Knoxville  by  way  of  Charleston.  I imme- 
diately replied,  giving  him  what  information  I could,  and  again 
stated  that  my  position  was  becoming  very  critical,  and  that  unless 
he  intended  to  use  the  bridges  it  was  entirely  unnecessary  for  me  to 
remain  longer  at  Charleston. 

I received  instructions  from  General  Longstreet  when  the  enemy 
was  on  all  the  roads  between  me  and  Dalton.  I was  ordered  by  him 
to  destroy  the  bridges  when  I retired.  I waited  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Hiwassee  River  until  the  enemy  came  up.  Four  thousand 
infantry,  distinctly  seen  and  counted,  in  two  lines  of  battle,  with 
cavalry  on  the  flanks,  were  moved  against  us.  Six  pieces  of  artillery 
opened  upon  us  a heavy  fire,  and  I was  informed  that  about  800  cav- 
alry were  crossing  the  river  below.  I immediately  ordered  the  wag- 
ons and  troops,  preceded  by  a small  cavalry  force,  to  move  rapidly 
on  the  Riceville  road.  I and  my  staff  remained  in  Calhoun,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  until  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  reached 
the  bridges.  They  found  the  bridges  destroyed.  The  troops  of  the 
enemy  were  still  passing  through  a defile  in  a range  of  hills  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  I waited  until  I had  seen  about  6,000  sol- 
diers debouch  upon  the  plain  before  us.  I then,  with  the  remainder 
of  the  cavalry,  followed  our  wagons  and  troops,  leaving  3 men 
behind  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  These  men  subse- 
quently reported  that  the  enemy  Avere  at  least  15,000  strong,  and  that 
they  had  with  them  more  than  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  men 
reached  Riceville  a very  short  time  before  the  enemy’s  cavalry  did, 
having  marched  more  than  7 miles  within  an  hour  and  a half. 

We  continued  our  march,  moving  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  at 
Sweet  Water  took  the  cars  for  Loudon.  I reported  to  Brigadier- 
General  Vaughn,  commanding  at  that  place. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  during  the  march  we  lost  nothing.  I started 
from  Charleston  with  50  barefooted  men,  yet  only  12  of  them  were 
left  behind. 
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The  supplies  in  the  hands  of  the  post  commissary  were  loaded  in 
a car,  which  was  placed  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  Knowing  as 
I did  that  we  might  he  compelled  to  retire  at  any  hour,  I kept  an 
engine  for  the*  purpose  of  taking  a car  off  when  necessary.  Mr. 
Wallace,  the  president  of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Railroad, 
repeatedly  ordered  the  engine  to  Loudon ; hut  conceiving  that  it 
would  he  much  more  useful  to  the  Government  where  it  was,  I took 
the  lihepty  of  keeping  it.  On  the  night  of  November  29,  18G3,  he 
informed  me  hy  telegraph  that  the  engine  at  Charleston  was  unser- 
viceahle  and  that  if  I would  send  it  to  Loudon  he  would  send  me 
hy  8 o’clock  next  morning  a serviceable  one  in  its  stead.  I had  the 
engine  thoroughly  insjDected  by  those  who  should  have  been  familiar 
with  the  machinery,  and  their  opinion  was  that  its  power  of  loco- 
motion might  he  at  any  time  entirely  destroyed.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, I sent  Captain  Day,  post  assistant  quartermaster,  on  the 
engine  to  Loudon,  with  instructions  to  bring  hack  hy  8 o’clock  next 
morning  (this  was  8 o’clock  at  night)  a serviceable  engine  from 
Loudon. 

I left  Charleston  at  3 p.  m.,  on  November  30,  1863.  Up  to  that 
time  no  engine  reached  us,  and  I subsequently  learned  that  none  was 
ever  sent  to  us.  Knowing  that  the  supplies  must  necessarily  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  I ordered  them  to  be  distributed  among 
the  citizens.  Though  I regretted  very  much  the  loss  of  the  supplies, 
yet  I am  certain  had  they  been  taken  to  Loudon  they  would^  have 
been  lost  there,  for  a quantity  of  quartermaster’s  and  commissary 
stores  were  destroyed  at  that  place  because  there  was  no  transporta- 
tion for  them.  I took  in  my  wagons  as  large  a quantity  of  the  sup- 
plies as  I could. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  se:^vice  performed  by 
Captain  Van  Dyke  and  his  company.  With  40  men  he  covered  our 
entire  front,  and  executed  with  promptness  and  efficiency  every  duty 
assigned  him.  There  were  eight  roads  leading  from  the  south  side 
of  the  river  to  our  position.  Under  such  circumstances  it  was  un- 
safe to  have  the  picket  posts  stationary.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
whole  cavalry  force  should  be  a constant  patrol. 

I placed  the  cavalrymen  of  Major  Shaw’s  battalion  under  com- 
mand of  a captain,  and  ordered  him  to  establish  communication  with 
Dalton,  Ga.,  via  Spring  Place,  by  couriers.  I sent  a number  of  dis- 
patches to  Colonel  Brent,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  to  yourself,  by  this  courier  line,  but  I had  no  intelligence 
at  all  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  except  what  I received  (the  order 
previously  mentioned)  sent  by  General  Bragg  to  Lieutenant-General 
Longstreet. 

I must  be  permitted  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  valuable  assist- 
ance rendered  by  Lieut.  Col.  A.  D.  Gwynne  and  Maj.  H.  W.  Cotter, 
Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  Regiment;  Maj.  J.  P.  Trezevant  and  Major 
Maney,  commissaries  af  the  post ; Captains  McCalla  and  Ramsey, 
engineer  troops;  Captains  Neely  and  Nevill,  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  R.  L. 
Caruthers,  4’hirty-eighth  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Gar- 
denhire,  acting  post  adjutant. 

To  the  soldiers  I give  all  the  praise.  They  manifested,  as  they 
have  always  done,  unflinching  courage  and  devoted  patriotism. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  CARTER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Leon  Trousdale, 

Afinistant  Adjidant- General,  Wright'’ s Brigade, 


540  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TEj^N.,  miss.,  n.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA,  TChap.  XLIII. 

No.  76. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  C.  S.  Arm^,  commanding 

Cavalry  Corps. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Dalton,  Ga.,  December  31,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  official 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  under  my  command,  while 
under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  in  the  campaign 
against  the  enemy’s  forces  in  East  Tennessee  up  to  the  24th  ultimo, 
at  which  time  I was  recalled  to  headquarters  of  the  department  at 
Missionary  Ridge  : 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  ultimo,  I arrived  at  Sweet  Water,  Tenm, 
with  portions  of  four  brigades  of  cavalry,  much  worn  and  depleted 
by  the  arduous  service  they  had  undergone  during  the  preceding 
two  months,  and  reported  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 
The  next  day  I received  the  following  order  : 

General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  — . f Sweet  Water,  Tenn.,  November  12,  1863. 

I.  The  command  will  march  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight. 

II.  Major-General  Wheeler,  with  his  cavalry,  will  move  by  the  most  practicable 
route  to  Maryville,  and  endeavor  to  capture  the  enemy’s  force  at  that  point,  and 
otherwise  make  a diversion  upon  the  enemy’s  flank. 

*****  -H-  * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

In  addition  to  this  order  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  in- 
structed me  to  leave  sufficient  cavalry  to  guard  the  Tennessee  River 
f^’orn  mouth  of  Hiwassee  to  Loudon.  He  also  gave  me  verbally 
much  valuable  information  regarding  the  country  into  which  I was 
moving,  and  also  instructed  me  how  to  protect  my  rear  and  flank 
should  the  enemy  attemjjt  a movement  across  the  Holston  at  Lenoir’s 
Station.  The  force  of  the  enemy  at  Maryville  had  been  variously 
estimated  from  500  to  4,000  strong. 

At  this  time  I received  some  captured  papers,  which  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  and  which  showed 
the  organization  of  Burnside’s  cavalry,  and  to  some  extent  the  or- 
ganization of  his  infantry.  These  papers  showed  that  he  had  twenty- 
nine  mounted  regiments  connected  with  his  army. 

In  obedience  to  the  preceding  order  I crossed  the  Tennessee  at 
Motley’s  Ford  with  the  balance  of  the  four  brigades  (two  under  Gen- 
eral Martin  and  two  under  General  Armstrong)  at  dark  on  the  13th 
ultimo,  and  made  a night’s  march  to  strike  between  the  enemy  at 
Maryville  and  their  line  of  retreat.  On  approaching  Maryville  I 
found  that  but  one  regiment  (the  Eleventh  Kentucky  Cavalry)  was 
at  that  place.  I accordingly  pushed  on  rapidly  to  attack.  My  guides 
having  deceived  me  in  reference  to  its  exact  location,  and  being  a 
short  distance  in  advance  with  my  escort  and  a squadron  of  Dibrell’s 
brigade,  I came  suddenly  upon  it  while  passing  through  a wood, 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  We  immediately  charged  the  enemy. 
Lieutenant  Pointer,  my  aide,  being  in  advance.  We  made  a few 
captures  and  scattered  the  remainder.  The  country  was  an  open 
wood  without  fences,  wdiich  enabled  the  enemy  to  flee  in  all  direc- 
tions. Dibrell’s  brigade,  which  was  but  a few  rods  behind,  was  im- 
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mediately  upon  them,  and  scattering  into  small  parties  charged  after 
the  fugitives,  who,  in  their  anxiety  to  escape,  had  sejiarated  in  small 
groups  of  2 to  6 men.  In  this  manner  we  ran  down  and  captured  151 
men,  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  being  dispersed  over  the  country. 
While  DibrelFs  brigade  was  thus  engaged  the  Federal  Colonel  Wol- 
ford, with  his  brigade,  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  Eleventh  Ken- 
tucky and  attacked  my  command.  He  was  met  and  repulsed  by  the 
Eighth  and  Eleventh  Texas  and  Third  Arkansas  Regiments,  and  they, 
assisted  by  Col.  J.  T.  Morgan’s  brigade,  charged  the  enemy  and 
drove  him  over  Little  River  in  the  wildest  confusion,  capturing  85 
prisoners.  In  both  of  these  fights  we  killed  and  wounded  several  of 
the  enemy. 

During  the  night  I received  a dispatch  from  General  Longstreet 
stating  that  he  desired  me  to  cross  Little  River,  provided  I had  a 
decided  success  at  Maryville,  or  if  I thought  a decided  success  could 
be  secured  by  crossing. 

Pursuant  to  these  instructions  I moved  over  Little  River  on  the 
following  morning,  the  condition  of  the  ford  making  it  nearly  noon 
before  the  entire  command  was  crossed.  W e pressed  upon  the  enemy, 
which  consisted,  as  I learned  from  prisoners  and  citizens,  of  Sanders’, 
Shackelford’s,  Wolford’s,  and  Pennebaker’s  brigades,  with  one  bat- 
tery of  rifled  guns,  all  being  commanded  by  General  Sanders.  After 
driving  them  for  3 miles  we  came  to  Stock  Creek,  which  was  not 
fordable  for  horses,  and  the  enemy  had  partly  torn  up  the  bridge. 
Just  beyond  the  enemy  had  taken  a strong  and  elevated  position  be- 
hind a fence  inclosing  a thick  wood,  with  large  fields  intervening 
between  the  enemy  and  my  position,  the  ground  descending  rapidly 
toward  the  line  occupied  by  my  troops.  The  flanks  of  the  enemy 
from  Little  River  to  Knoxville  were  protected  by  a high  ridge  on 
their  left  and  the  Holston  River  on  their  right,  thus  preventing  my 
turning  their  position  and  compelling  me  to  fight  superior  forces  in 
positions  chosen  by  themselves. 

To  accomplish  the  desired  object  I determined  to  overcome  these 
advantages  of  the  enemy  by  the  vigor  of  our  attack.  The  enemy 
kept  up  a warm  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  during  which  Major 
Burford,  of  my  staff,  was  slightly  wounded.  I dismounted  nearly 
half  of  my  command,  crossed  the  creek  under  cover  of  a fire  from 
my  battery,  and  drove  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  from  its  strong 
position.  This  enabled  a detail  to  repair  the  bridge  while  I pressed 
on  with  the  dismounted  men,  compelling  the  entire  Jine  of  the  enemy  to 
retreat,  ifnmediately  after  crossing  the  creek  I sent  orders  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong  to  move  rapidly  up  the  road  with  his  entire  com- 
mand, which  up  to  this  time  had  been  held  in  reserve. 

In  the  meantime  we  continued  to  push  the  enemy  with  the  dis- 
mounted men,  driving  him  from  several  strong  positions.  After  a 
delay  of  more  than  an  hour  General  Armstrong  overtook  us,  and  as 
soon  as  his  command  could  be  prepared  we  charged  the  enemy  with 
his  command  in  the  following  order : The  Eighth  Texas  Regiment 
in  advance,  followed  by  the  Eleventh  Texas,  the  Third  Arkansas  on 
the  flanks,  the  whole  supported  by  Dibrell’s  (Tennessee)  brigade. 
The  lines  of  the  enemy  were  broken  and  the  enfire  mass  of  the  enemy 
swept  on  toward  Knoxville  in  the  wildest  confusion.  The  charge 
was  continued  successfully  for  3 miles  to  within  less  than  half  a mile 
of  the  river  opposite  the  city.  The  bulk  of  the  enemy  dashed  over 
tlieir  pontoon  in  their  fright  into  tlie  city,  creating  the  greatest  con- 
sternation. Great  numbers  scattered  over  the  country  and  many 
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plunged  into  the  river,  some  of  whom  were  drowned.  One  hundred 
and  forty  prisoners  were  taken  in  the  charge  and  a considerable 
number  killed  and  wounded.  The  Federal  commander  of  cavalry 
was  reported  in  their  papers  as  having  received  wounds  from  which 
he  died.  We  were  only  prevented  from  following  the  fugitives  into 
the  city  by  a strong  force  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  artillery  in 
the  fortifications  on  a high  hill  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  who 
opened  a heavy  fire  upon  us  as  we  approached.  It  being  now  dusk, 
and  the  balance  of  the  command  being  4 miles  to  the  rear,  after  some 
warm  skirmishing  I withdrew  to  Stock  Creek,  which  was  the  nearest 
point  at  which  forage  could  be  obtained.  The  enemy  did  not  come 
out  of  their  fortifications  to  follow  us. 

As  I had  some  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  might  withdraw  their 
forces  to  the  other  bank  of  the  river,  I returned  at  daylight  and 
found  instead  of  withdrawing  they  had  strengthened  their  position 
during  the  night,  from  which  they  opened  warmly  upon  us  as  Ave 
advanced. 

Here  I received  a communication  from  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding, of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

Unless  you  are  doing  better  service  by  moving  along  on  the  enemy’s  flank  than 
you  could  do  here,  I would  rather  you  should  join  us  and  co-operate. 

As  there  was  little  prospect  of  accomplishing  any  further  good  in 
that  vicinity,  I determined  to  march  Avithout  delay  to  join  the  main 
body  of  the  command.  After  commencing  the  march  I received  a 
note  from  Colonel  Sorrel,  AA^hich  read  as  folloAVS  : 

If  you  can  get  across  the  Holston  River  the  lieutenant-general  would  like  you  to 
cross  your  whole  command  and  operate  with  us. 

With  considerable  difficulty  we  crossed  the  Holston  near  Louis- 
ville and  reported  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  about  3 p. 
m.  on  17th  ultimo.  The  investment  of  the  city  commenced  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  and  I was  directed  to  continue  the  line  from  the 
left  of  the  infantry  to  the  Holston  River,  upon  which  my  left  flank 
rested,  while  my  right  rested  upon  the  Knoxville  and  Clinton  Rail- 
road, giving  me  a line  of  about  4 miles.  This  line  was  kept  almost 
continually  skirmishing  Avith  the  enemy,  and,  notwithstanding  its 
extensions,  the  enemy  made  no  serious  demonstration  against  us. 
Detachments  of  my  command  sent  out  in  our  rear  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing 12  prisoners  and  10  Government  and  2 sutler  wagons  loaded 
with  a large  steam  cracker-baking  machine  and  some  clothing  and 
shoes. 

The  next  six  days  were  spent  in  closely  besieging  this  portion  of 
the  line,  and  engaging  the  enemy  Avith  both  artillery  and  small-arms 
on  several  occasions,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  I engaged  the  enemy  warmly  all  along 
the  line,  pursuant  to  the  folloAving  instructions  : 

Headquarters, 

November  20, 1863. 

General  Joseph  Wheels, 

Commanding.  &c.  : 

General  : General  Jenkins  is  going  to  feel  the  enemy  sharply  at  the  railroad 
depot  about  sunset.  I w4sh  you  would  open  your  batteries  about  that  hour  and 
advance  your  line  of  skirmishers  as  far  as  you  can,  threatening  along  your  front. 

Amours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  I received  the  following  dispatch  from 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  and  disj^osed  my  forces  for  the 
attack : 

Headquarters, 

• November  22,  18G3. 


Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : General  McLaws  is  trying  to  arrange  for  an  assault  upon  the  redoubt  in 
his  front  to-night.  It  will  be  made  by  an  advance  of  our  entire  line  of  skirmishers 
after  dark.  The  skirmishers  must  advance  as  near  as  possible  to  the  enemy’s  trenches, 
say  100  yards.  They  are  to  get  shelter  there  and  continue  to  engage  the  enemy  in 
his  trenches  until  the  work  is  accomplished.  Advance  your  skirmishers  as  you  hear 
the  firing  of  the  pickets  on  your  right  and  hold  the  enemy  in  his  trenches  along 
your  front.  If  he  quits  them," take  the  hills  in  front  of  you,  or  at  least  one  of  them. 
If  your  skirmishers  will  get  up  tolerably  close  they  can  see  if  the  enemy  quits  his 
trenches.  If  the  artillery  in  front  of  you  is  opened  upon  our  right  put  your  batteries 
in  position  and  engage  the  enemy’s  batteries,  so  as  to  relieve  our  columns  as  much 
as  possible. 

Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General,  Commanding. 


P.  S.— The  battery  on  General  Jenkins’  left  is  ordered  to  open  upon  the  Temper- 
ance Hill  a little  before  night  to  get  the  range,  and  it  will  play  upon  the  same  hill 
after  night,  so  as  to  try  and  create  the  impression  that  the  attack  will  be  made  there. 
Try  and  favor  that  diversion  as  much  as  you  can.  Keep  the  matter  perfectly 
quiet. 

On  the  21st,  I had  received  a communication  from  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

Colonel  Lyon,  in  command  near  Kingston,  reports  two  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery  at  Kingston.  It  appears  to  me  this  party  might  be 
captured. 

About  10  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  22d,  I received  a dispatch 
from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  saying  that  the  contem- 
plated attack  would  he  postponed,  and  continued  by  saying : 

You  will  have  to  march,  therefore,  early  to-morrow  for  Kingston,  leaving  a bri- 
gade to  picket  and  scout  upon  our  left.  You  will  please  give  particular  and  minute 
instructions  to  the  brigade  commander  whom  you  leave.  Try  and  reach  Kingston 
before  day  on  the  24th  ; drive  in  the  pickets  there,  and  you  will  then  ascertain 
whether  the  enemy  has  been  re-enforced.  If  he  has  not,  capture  or  disperse  the 
force  that  is  there. 


Pursuant  to  these  instructions  I issued  orders  for  the  march  and 
directed  the  command  to  fall  hack  and  feed.  To  accomplish  this  it 
was  necessary  for  half  the  command  to  fall  back  7 miles,  and  there- 
fore it  did  not  get  into  camp  until  nearly  daylight,  shortly  after 
which  time  I was  obliged  to  commence  the  march.  The  roads  were 
so  bad  that  the  most  strenuous  exertions  enabled  me  to  make  but  26 
miles  before  dark.  Being  still  20  miles  from  Kingston,  I left  orders 
for  the  command  to  follow^  and  proceeded  with  my  escort  rapidly  on 
the  road  toward  that  place.  On  arriving  in  the  vicinity  I learned 
that  the  enemy  had  re-enforced  with  infantry,  but  could  not  learn 
the  extent. 

About  3 a.  m.  the  command  came  up  much  worn  and  exhausted, 
half  of  the  men  having  lost  two  nights’  sleep,  and  during  the  march 
of  the  preceding  day  had  necessarily  received  short  allowance  of  ra- 
tions. Five  of  our  best  regiments  had  been  left  at  Knoxville,  and, 
as  I afterward  learned,  many  of  our  men  had  been  left  at  various 
points  along  the  road,  they  from  exhaustion  being  absolutely  unable 
to  keep  up  with  the  command.  After  an  hour’s  rest  I proceeded  on 
with  the  command  and  encountered  the  enemy’s  pickets  3 miles  from.. 
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Kingston  about  one  hour  before  day.  A party  was  sent  to  cut  off  the 
pickets  but  failed.  We  pressed  on  toward  the  town  against  a warm 
resistance  of  the  enemy.  It  was  my  hope  to  reach  the  town  before 
they  could  form.  In  this  I was  disappointed.  Notwithstanding  the 
rapidity  of  Our  movement's,  on  arriving  at  the  foot  of  a hill  near  the 
town,  we  found  it  covered  with  long  lines  of  infantry  and  dis- 
mounted cavalry.  I immediately  dismounted  the  entire  command, 
except  one  regiment  to  guard  my  flanks,  and  pressed  upon  the  enemy, 
who  had  by  this  time  opened  a warm  fire  of  infantry  and  artillery, 
two  of  their  guns  throwing  24-pound  shot.  The  enemy’s  line  ex- 
tended along  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  the  concavity  being  toward  us. 
Their  flanks  were  thrown  forward  so  as  nearly  to  envelop  our  lines, 
which  enabled  him  to  fire  uj)on  our  flanks,  and  even  the  rear  of  our 
right. 

I hoped  from  their  extended  position  that  I might  charge  their 
center,  but  after  a careful  personal  reconnaissance  I found  that  they 
were  very  strong  at  every  point.  To  approach  the  enemy  it  was 
necessary  to  advance  up  a gentle  slope  through  open  fields  which 
the  enemy  swej)t  by  both  direct  and  cross  fire.  Finding  that  I could 
gain  nothing  by  continuing  in  my  present  position,  I determined  to 
withdraw.  Generals  Martin  and  Armstrong  recommending  it.  At 
this  moment  the  enemy  charged  our  right,  but  were  most  gallantly 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss  by  a counter-charge  by  our  troops. 
We  then  withdrew  quietly  without  being  followed  by  the  enemy. 

Having  received  orders  from  General  Bragg  through  the  lieuten- 
ant-general, commanding  to  report  to  department  headquarters,  I 
turned  the  command  over  to  General  Martin,  and  started  in  com- 
pliance with  said  order. 

My  thanks  are  due  Generals  Martin  and  Armstrong  for  their  gal- 
lant and  good  conduct  during  the  campaign.  I must  leave  it  for 
them  to  do  justice  to  the  many  brave  officers  and  men  in  their  com- 
mands whose  gallant  bearing  fully  sustains  their  former  reputation. 

General  Vaughn,  who  was  with  me  until  I reached  Knoxville, 
rendered  valuable  service  by  his  gallantry  and  knowledge  of  the 
country. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rogers,  assistant  inspector-general ; Major 
Jenkins,  assistant  inspector-general  ; Major  Burford,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general ; Major  Humes,  chief  of  artillery  ; Captain  Steele,  en- 
gineer. and  my  aides.  Lieutenants  Pointer  and  Hudson,  were  gallant 
and  efficient  at  all  times. 

Col.  H.  B.  Lyon  reported  to  me  on  the  20th  and  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  troops  stationed  near  Kingston,  where  he  did 
efficient  service. 

I am,  colonel,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 

Col.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 

. February  16,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Later  information  of  the  force  near  Kingston  at  the  time  General 
Wheeler  advanced  against  it  indicates  that  it  was  not  re-enforced  as 
it  was  thought  at  the  time. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 
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No.  77. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Martin,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Longstreefs  cavalry. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  in  East  Tennessee, 

January  8,  1864. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
services  rendered  by  the  cavalry  divisions  of  Brigadier-Generals 
Armstrong  and  Morgan,  under  my  command.  That  the  condition 
of  the  command  when  it  devolved  upon  me  may  be  understood,  I 
beg  leave  to  call  attention  briefly  to  services  rendered  by  it  immedi- 
ately preceding  its  moving  to  East  Tennessee : 

In  August  last,  having  had  for  the  first  time  in  twelve  months  a 
short  period  of  rest,  the  command  moved  to  the  front  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  skirmishes  and  battle  at  and  near  Chickamauga, 
fighting  dismounted,  with  or  on  the  flanks  of  the  infantry  during 
the  battles.  Soon  after,  with  the  exception  of  the  First  and  Sixth 
Georgia  Regiments,  it  moved  up  the  Tennessee  River  and  crossed 
near  Washington,  fighting  or  marching  with  short  intervals  of  rest 
for  six  days.  After  the  destruction  of  several  railroad  bridges  and 
stockades,  and  of  800  of  the  enemy’s  wagons  and  2,000  mules  and  a 
large  amount  of  stores,  and  the  capture  of  1,200  prisoners  and  many 
mules,  horses,  and  stores,  it  recrossed  the  river  at  Courtland,  Ala. , and 
from  thence  through  a desolated  country  marched  to  Kingston,  Ga., 
and  thence  to  Parker’s  Ford,  on  the  Little  Tennessee  River.  With 
orders  to  take  two  days’  rations  and  no  wagons,  the  command  crossed 
the  river,  and  making  a night  march  attacked  Maryville  at  daylight, 
capturing  200  prisoners  and  routing  a brigade  of  cavalry. 

The  next  day  it  was  moved  toward  Knoxville,  and  after  fighting 
till  after  dark  ran  the  entire  cavalry  of  the  enemy  (four  strong  bri- 
gades with  artillery,  outnumbering  us  two  to  one)  into  the  intrench- 
ments  opposite  Knoxville. 

The  second  day  afterward  the  command  was  marched  to  a point 
below  Louisville,  and  crossing  the  river  marched  to  Knoxville,  when 
it  reported  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet. 

A few  days  afterward,  the  First  and  Sixth  Georgia  having  reported 
to  me  for  duty,  the  command  moved  upon  Kingston  by  a forced 
march  and  made  an  ineffective  attempt  to  take  that  place.  The 
strength  of  the  position,  the  weight  of  metal  of  their  artillery,  and 
the  steadiness  of  the  enemy’s  force  there  foiled  our  efforts.  Major- 
General  Wheeler,  under  whose  immediate  orders  the  foregoing  move- 
ments were  made,  placed  me  in  command  and  left  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg  on  November  24  last. 

On  the  24th,  I moved  the  command  to  Knoxville,  and  it  was  en- 
gaged in  picketing  and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  that 
place,  sufering  greatly  for  forage. 

On  the  26th,  I moved  Harrison’s  brigade,  of  Armstrong’s  division, 
and  Russell’s  brigade,  of  Morgan’s  division,  under  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Morgan,  across  the  Holston  below  Knoxville  to 
participate  in  a demonstration  upon  the  enemy’s  lines  there.  The 
men  were  dismounted  and  moved  with  the  infantry  on  its  left  flank. 
Russell’s  brigade  was  warmly  engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  rifle-pits  upon  the  side  of  a difficult  ridge.  Col.  Thomas  Harri- 
son, on  the  extreme  left,  found  no  enemy  in  his  front. 
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On  November  29,  these  two  brigades  recrossed  the  river,  and  by  a 
forced  march,  made  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  I 
moved  with  part  of  my  force  toward  Tazewell  to  meet  a supposed 
advance  of  the  enemy  from  that  direction. 

Reaching  the  vicinity  of  Maynardville  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th,  I found  General  J ones’  division  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 
It  was  too  late  to  attack.  General  Armstrong,  with  his  division, 
was  sent  around  to  the  right  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy  before 
daylight.  The  remainder  of  my  force  moved  at  daylight  on  May- 
nardville, but  the  enemy  had  rapidly  retreated  soon  after  daylight, 
leaving  a small  picket,  which  w^s  captured.  Being  joined  by  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  his  ‘division  was  pushed  toward  Clinch  River,  while 
General  Jones’  command  was  sent  to  the  right  to  endeavor  to  effect 
a lodgment  between  the  enemy  and  the  river.  A force  of  the  enemy 
prevented  his  success.  General  Armstrong  pushed  the  enemy  in 
front,  and  finally  he  was  driven  across  the  river,  after  being  pur- 
sued for  some  miles  through  difficult  gorges,  made  more  difficult  by 
a frozen  stream. 

I returned  to  Knoxville  in  obedience  to  orders,  reaching  there  De- 
cember 2.  The  army  on  the  second  night  afterward,  the  siege  of 
Knoxville  being  raised,  commenced  its  retreat  toward  Rogersville. 
General  Morgan’s  division  followed,  covering  the  rear  of  General 
McLaws’  division  on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston.  General  Arm- 
strong’s division  performed  the  same  service  on  the  Knoxville  and 
river  roads.  The  infantry  and  artillery  having  passed  Bean’s  Sta- 
tion, I was  ordered  to  move  to  the  south  side  of  the  Holston  and 
cover  the  railroad  and  left  flank. 

On  December  10,  a brigade  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  attacked  Gen- 
eral Morgan’s  division  at  Russellville,  while  the  greater  portion  of 
it  was  foraging.  The  enemy  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  one-third 
of  its  number,  leaving  dead,  wounded,  and  prisoners  in  our  hands. 

In  this  affair  the  First  and  Sixth  Georgia  and  Third  Alabama 
Regiments  were  conspicuous  for  gallantry.  Colonel  Crews  deserves 
mention  for  his  skill  and  bravery  on  this  occasion. 

Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  having  turned  upon  the  enemy 
and  attacked  him  at  Bean’s  Station,  I was  ordered  to  cross  the  river 
and  operate  in  his  rear.  While  engaged  in  this  movement,  in  order 
to  cross  the  river  it  became  necessary  to  dislodge  the  brigade  of  cav- 
alry guarding  May’s  Ford.  This  was  done  by  a rapid  fire  of  artillery 
from  White’s  and  Wiggins’  batteries,  of  Morgan’s  division.  The 
enemy  lost  60  killed  and  wounded  here. 

Early  next  morning  the  enemy’s  pickets  were  driven  in,  and  be- 
fore I had  entirely  effected  a crossing  I was  ordered  to  move  upon 
the  enemy’s  flank  on  the  Knoxville  road,  4 miles  from  Bean’s  Sta- 
tion. This  was  done  immediately,  and  a high  hill  gained,  from 
which  my  artillery  could  enfilade  the  enemy’s  breastworks.  With 
great  labor  the  guns  were  placed  in  position  and  rapidly  and  effect- 
ively served. 

In  the  meantime,  Morgan’s  division  was  dismounted  and  moved 
upon  the  enemy’s  flank.  My  guns  were  in  sight  of,  and  onl}^  400  or 
500  yards  from,  our  infantry  skirmishers,  who  it  was  expected  would 
attack  in  front.  My  fire  was  continued  for  hours,  and  the  enemy 
began  to  retire,  but  was  able  to  detach  a large  force  to  hold  my  men 
in  check,  as  he  was  not  pressed  in  front.  With  concert  of  action 
great  damage  could  have  been  done  the  enemy  on  this  day.  Colonel 
Giltner,  with  his  cavalry  brigade,  was  on  the  side  of  Clinch  Mount- 
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am,  on  the  enemy’s  lefr  flank,  and  prepared  to  second  any  move- 
ment of  our  infantry.  As  no  movement  was  made,  I held  my  posi- 
tion. 

The  next  day  I moved  down  the  Knoxville  and  river  roads  in 
front  of  the  enemy,  who  had  retired  in  the  night,  and  after  sev- 
eral unimportant  skirmishes  we  found  him  in  a strong  position,  on 
Richland  Creek,  holding  both  roads  with  a force  too  great  for 
my  cavalry  to  cope  with  in  a country  not  at  all  suited  for  cavalry 
operations. 

On  December  22,  the  command  returned  across  the  Holston  and 
established  a picket  line  from  near  New  Market  to  Dandridge.  Col- 
onel Russell’s  brigade  was  posted  4 miles  east  of  Dandridge.  Col- 
onel Crews’  half  way  from  Morristown  to  Dandridge.  General 
Armstrong’s  division  was  concentrated  at  Talbott’s  Depot,  on  the 
road  leading  from  Morristown  to  New  Market.  Commanders  of  di- 
visions were  instructed  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  or  rear  if  he 
made  an  attack  upon  any  of  these  three  positions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  simultaneous  attacks  were  made  upon 
General  Armstrong  and  upon  Colonel  Russell.  After  spirited  skir- 
mishing the  former,  being  flanked  and  outnumbered,  was  compelled 
to  withdraw  his  pickets  from  near  New  Market  to  the  eastern  side 
of  Mossy  Creek.  An  unexpected  attack  upon  Colonel  Russell  was 
made  by  2,000  cavalry  under  Colonel  Campbell.  Russell’s  brigade 
was  for  a moment  in  confusion,  but  rallied  and  repulsed  the  enemy, 
who  fell  back  2 miles  toward  Dandridge. 

In  the  meantime,  four  regiments  of  Crews’  brigade  (in  all  600  men) 
moved  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  Two  of  the  regiments  being  in  ad- 
vance made  a spirited  charge  on  the  enemy  and  captured  his  battery  of 
artillery.  Support  being  too  far  off,  the  brave  men  who  made  the 
charge  were  driven  from  the  guns,  and  Major  Bale,  commanding 
Sixth  Georgia,  was  left  dead  in  the  midst  of  the  battery.  Two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  the  two  remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade  coming  up, 
and  the  whole  command  being  dismounted,  the  enemy  was  pushed 
from  one  position  to  another,  until  finally  routed  he  abandoned  one 
gun  and  caisson,  his  dead  and  wounded,  and  under  cover  of  night 
escaped  capture.  Colonel  Russell’s  brigade  should  have  moved  up, 
but  the  courier  sent  with  orders  failed  to  reach  him.  He  was  watch- 
ing the  movements  of  500  of  the  enemy,  who  were  moving  on  Crews’ 
right,  trying  to  escape. 

I have  never  witnessed  greater  gallantry  than  was  displayed  by 
Colonel  Crews  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  First,  Second,  Third, 
and  Sixth  Georgia  Cavalry.  The  Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry  was  on 
detached  service  from  this  engagement  at  Kingston  till  December  30. 

The  enemy,  mounted,  three  times  charged  our  dismounted  men  in 
open  field  and  were  as  often  repulsed,  but  not  until,  mingling  in  our 
ranks,  some  of  his  men  were  brought  to  the  ground  by  clubbed  guns. 
The  enemy  was  pursued  without  effect  by  Colonel  Russell  in  the 
night  to  New  Market. 

On  the  27th,  I made  an  effort  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Mossy 
Creek,  but  desisted,  as  couriers  with  orders  to  General  Morgan  did 
not  find  him,  and  he  without  orders  moved  his  command,  dismounted, 
from  the  position  I had  assigned  to  him,  and  made  it  thus  impossible 
to  effect  my  object. 

On  the  29th,  I engaged  the  enemy  at  9 a.  m.  with  all  my  guns  and 
2,000  men.  The  fighting  occurred  on  both  sides  of  the  railroad  lead- 
ing from  Mossy  Creek  to  Morristown,  and  commenced  one-quarter 
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of  a mile  west  of  Talbott’s  Station  and  ended  near  the  same  place  at 
dark.  General  Morgan’s  division  was  dismounted  and  formed  on 
the  left  of  railroad,  General  Armstrong  on  the  right.  The  country 
from  this  station  to  Mossy  Creek  is  composed  of  open,  rolling  fields 
that  had  been  tilled  during  the  past  year,  flanked  by  high  woodland 
on  each  side.  I could  not  maneuver  the  artillery,  except  near  the 
railroad.  Armstrong’s  division,  with  the  artillery,  was  moved  rap- 
idly upon  the  enemy  to  engage  his  attention,  while  I hoped  to  flank 
him  with  Morgan’s  division  on  his  right.  His  rapid  retreat  enabled 
him  to  avoid  this,  and  both  divisions  finally  were  moved  at  double- 
quick  and^drove  the  enemy  rapidly  and  in  confusion  back  to  Mossy 
Creek.  Up  to  this  time  the  force  opposing  us  was  not  greater  than 
4,000  men,  with  two  batteries.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground 
Crews’  brigade  had  been  thrown  to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and 
General  Armstrong,  with  Crews’  brigade,  was  ordered  to  move  up 
his  artillery  to  within  canister  range  and  to  charge  some  woods  in 
his  front  and  that  of  Colonel  Crews. 

Colonel  Russell’s  brigade  had  its  right  resting  on  the  railroad  and 
his  left  on  the  woods.  Immediately  in  his  front  the  enemy  had 
occupied  some  barns  and  outhouses.  I ordered  him  to  dislodge  him. 
The  whole  line  moved  forward.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  his 
position  on  our  left,  but  by  a charge  of  cavalry  upon  our  right  and 
of  a brigade  of  infantry  upon  Crews’  brigade  and  Armstrong’s  left, 
we  were  coinpelled  to  yield  the  ground.  The  enemy  fixed  bayonets 
and  moved  into  the  open  field  to  charge  the  Georgians  and  two  how- 
itzers some  200  yards  in  his  front.  Perceiving  this  I wheeled  the 
Seventh  Alabama  Regiment  to  the  right  and  moved  it  into  a cut  of 
the  railroad,  securing  a good  position  within  50  yards  of  the  flank  of 
the  advancing  infantry.  The  fire  from  this  regiment  and  a counter- 
charge by  the  Georgians  soon  drove  the  enemy  into  and  through 
the  woods,  with  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  made  three  cavalry  charges  upon  Russell’s 
left  and  produced  some  confusion  for  a moment.  Assisted  by  the 
officers  I was  enabled  to  rally  the  men  under  a heavy  fire  from  the 
cavalry  and  the  enemy’s  artillery.  For  a short  time  all  firing  ceased, 
except  from  the  artillery.  Upon  reconnoitering  the  enemy’s  position 
preparatory  to  another  attack,  I found  him  strongly  posted  in  my 
front  and  overlapping  my  line  on  both  flanks  with  three  brigades  of 
cavalry,  six  regiments  of  infantry,  and  three  batteries  of  artillery  in 
position  to  sweep  the  open  fields  in  my  front.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek  in  full  view,  was  a reserve  of  cavalry  and  infantry.  A 
fresh  brigade  of  cavalry  was  coming  in  from  the  Dandridge  road  in 
full  view. 

My  artillery  had  exhausted  the  supply  of  ammunition,  except  can- 
ister. The  division  commanders  reported  an  average  of  only  five 
rounds  of  ammunition  for  small-arms.  The  Third  Arkansas,  a gal- 
lant little  regiment,  had  fired  the  last  round  in  its  cartridge  boxes, 
and  had  been  ordered  to  the  rear.  The  men  had  been  fighting  steadily 
without  relief  for  seven  hours.  To  advance  was  impossible,  and  do 
mount  and  retire  on  the  open  fields  in  daylight  before  so  large  a force 
with  such  a preponderance  of  mounted  men  would,  I knew,  be  diffi- 
cult. It  could  only  be  accomplished  by  the  utmost  steadiness.  The 
retreat,  under  a heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small-arms,  was  effected 
in  perfect  order,  the  regiments  falling  back  in  succession  to  advan- 
tageous points,  and  then  fighting  until,  having  checked  the  enemy 
sufficiently,  they  could  gain  another  point  of  vantage. 
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While  officers  and  men  deserve  great  credit  for  their  gallantry  in 
the  advance,  their  conduct  during  this  difficult  and  hazardous  move- 
ment to  the  rear  entitles  them  to  the  highest  praise.  The  enemy’s 
bugles  often  sounded  the  charge.  At  first  the  chai'ge  was  made,  but 
not  a second  one.  At  dusk,  after  nine  hours  of  severe  fighting  and 
marching,  the  command  was  halted  and  formed,  and  the  enemy 
finally  repulsed.  There  was  not  then  an  average  of  1 round  of 
ammunition  to  the  man. 

No  action  has  taken  place  since  the  29th ; only  slight  skirmishes 
have  occurred. 

I would  mention  Brigadier-Generals  Armstrong  and  Morgan,  and 
Colonels  Crews  and  Harrison,  commanding  brigades,  and  Colonel 
Thompson,  Third  Georgia,  and  Colonel  Malone  for  gallantry  on  the 
29th. 

Captain  Huggins,  Lieutenants  Pue  and  Blake,  all  of  the  artillery, 
deserve  special  mention.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  distinguish. 
The  officers  and  men  vied  with  each  other  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties. 

I cannot  omit  to  mention  a most  gallant  charge  made  by  the 
Eighth  Texas  Regiment  (the  Rangers). 

I would  call  attention  to  remarks  of  the  division  and  brigade  com- 
manders upon  the  destitute  condition  of  their  men.  Their  repre- 
sentations are  not  colored.  A very  large  proportion  of  my  men,  and 
even  officers,  are  ragged  and  barefooted,  without  blankets  or  over- 
coats. Owing  to  the  want  of  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  the 
quartermaster  of  General  Wheeler’s  corps  left  my  command  in  great 
need  of  clothing.  We  have  drawn  none  for  fall  or  winter.  A very 
large  number  of  my  horses  are  unshod.  The  men  have  received  no 
pay  for  six  months.  The  extremely  cold  weather  has  made  it  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  move.  I refer  to  the  reports*  of  Generals  Arm- 
strong and  Morgan  and  Colonels  Harrison,  Biffie,  and  Crews  for 
further  particulars. 

A tabular  statement*  of  casualties  is  hereto  appended. 

The  activity  of  the  cava,lry  and  multiplicity  of  its  marches  since 
I took  command  of  it  will  furnish  an  excuse  for  the  length  of  this 
report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILL.  T.  MARTIN, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Moxley  Sorrel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Longstreefs  Corps. 


No.  78. 

Thanks  of  the  Confederate  Congress  to  Lieut.  Gen.  James  Long- 
street  and  his  command. 

No.  42. — JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  of  thanks  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  and 
* the  officers  and  men  of  his  command. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  hereby  cordially  tendered, 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
command,  for  their  patriotic  services  and  brilliant  achievements  in 
the  present  war,  sharing  as  they  have  the  arduous  fatigues  and 


* Not  found. 
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privations  of  many  campaigns  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
Georgia,  and  ^ Tennessee,  and  participating  in  nearly  every  great 
battle  fouglit  in  those  States,  the  commanding  general  ever  display- 
ing great  ability,  skill,  and  prudence  in  command,  and  the  officers 
and  men  the  most  heroic  bravery,  fortitude,  and  energy,  in  every 
duty  they  have  been  called  upon  to  perform. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  a copy  of 
the  foregoing  resolution  to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  for  pub- 
lication to  his  command. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


NOVEMBEE  5,  1863. — Skirmish  in  Loudon  County,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  George  G.  Dibrell,  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters, 

IIcGee's,  November  5,  [1863] — 1.15  a.  m. 

Dear  Sir  : I started  Colonel  Biffle,  with  about  350  men,  across  the 
river  on  a scout  this  a.  m.  When  his  advance  was  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  the  river,  the  balance  in  the  river  crossing,  they  were 
met  by  a large  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy,  pouring  a heavy  fire 
into  my  men,  charging  them.  Colonel  Biffle  attempted  to  recross 
the  river,  but  quite  a number  of  his  men  were  cut  off,  and  went  up 
and  down  the  river,  and  I fear  are  captured.  Several  are  known  to  be 
killed  and  wounded.  We  rallied  to  the  river  on  foot  with  the  balance 
of  the  command  and  drew  them  off,  and  firing  had  ceased.  Thirty  or 
40  are  yet  missing.  There  may  some  get  across  below  and  above.  I 
have  sent  additional  pickets  to  all  the  fords  near.  Will  advise  you 
if  attacked  again.  I think  they  are  moving  up  to  hold  the  north 
bank. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonel. 

Maj.  J.  J.  Reeve. 


NOVEMBER  6,  1863.— Action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn. 

REFORTS.*  • 

No.  1. — Col.  Israel  Garrard,  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  United  States 
forces. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Daniel  A.  Carpenter,  Second  Tennessee  (mounted)  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Shackelford,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  4. — Col.  Selby  Harney,  Thirty-fourth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  5. — Maj.  Gen,  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Western 
Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

No.  6. — Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  South- 
western Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

No.  7. — Brig.  Gen.  William  E.  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

No.  8. — Col.  James  M.  Corns,  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

No.  9. — Col.  H.  L.  Giltner,  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Confederate),  commanding 
Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 


* See  also  Burnside  to  Grant,  November  6 and  7,  Part  III. 
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No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Israel  Garrard,  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  command- 
ing United  States  forces. 

Morristown, 
November  6,  1863. 

General  : I was  attacked  this  a.  m.  and  totally  defeated.  I lost 
my  guns  and  two-thirds  of  my  command ; rebel  force  not  known,  as 
they  were  continually  sending  their  troops  forward.  I think  the 
whole  of  the  Second  Tennessee  is  lost.  About  one-half  of  the  Seventh 
[Ohio]  Cavalry  is  lost. 

The  rebel  cavalry  was  following  us  this  side  of  Bull’s  Gap. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  GARRARD, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

General  Burnside. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Daniel  A.  Carpenter,  Second  Tennessee  {mounted) 

Infantry. 


Knoxville,  Tenn., 

September  14,  1864. 

Sir  : Having  but  recently  been  released  from  a rebel  prison,  I have 
the  honor  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  affair  which  led  to  the  capture  of  a large  part  of 
the  Second  East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry  on  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber last : 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1863,  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, Second  East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry  V olunteers,  and  four 
guns  of  Captain  Phillips’  (Second  Illinois)  battery  were  encamped  4 
miles  east  of  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Major  Mclntire  commanding  the 
Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  myself  commanding  the  Second 
East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry,  and  a lieutenant,  name  unknown, 
commanding  the  artillery ; the  whole  under  'command  of  Colonel 
Garrard,  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon Colonel  Garrard  informed  me  that  the  rebels  were  crossing 
Holston  River  at  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  18  miles  east  of  our  encampment. 
About  12  o’clock  that  night  he  (Colonel  Garrard)  ordered  me  to  de- 
tail 50  men,  under  a good  ofl&cer,  and  have  them  to  report  to  him  at 
2 o’clock  the  following  a.  m. , for  the  purpose  of  going  out  on  a scout. 
Accordingly  Captain  Marney,  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Jones, 
Company  E,  were  detailed,  with  50  enlisted  men,  and  ordered  to  re- 
port to  Colonel  Garrard  at  the  appointed  hour,  which  they  did,  and 
were  ordered  by  him  to  proceed  to  the  Carter  Valley  road  and  up 
said  road  to  where  Captain  Rogers,  with  a company  of  home  guards 
doing  picket  duty,  was  posted. 

Captain  Marney  arrived  at  Captain  Rogers’  quarters  at  the  speci- 
fied time.  Colonel  Garrard  had  ordered  Captain  Marney  to  take 
Captain  Rogers’  company,  together  with  his  50  men,  and  proceed  up 
Carter  Valley  about  9 miles  and  establish  a line  of  pickets  from  the 
Carter  Valley  road  to  the  Kingsport  road,  informing  him  (Colonel 
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Garrard)  of  everything  they  could  learn  concerning  the  movements 
of  the  enemy. 

While  Captain  Marney  and  his  men  were  waiting  on  Captain  Rogers 
to  get  ready  to  start,  Captain  Marney  discovered  a body  of  mounted 
men  nioving  rapidly  toward  them  from  the  direction  of  Kingsport. 
Captain  Marney  asked  Captain  Rogers  if  he  had  pickets  out,  to  which 
Captain  Rogers  replied  ne  had.  Just  at  that  moment  a brigade  of 
rebels  with  drawn  sabers  charged  upon  Captain  Marney  and  his  men. 
The  road  being  narrow,  the  rebels  ran  over  Captain  Marney  and  his 
men,  making  a large  portion  of  them  prisoners.  The  rebels  tarried 
but  a few  moments,  left  a small  squad  with  the  prisoners,  and  pro- 
ceeded toward  Rogersville.  Very  near  all  of  the  men  captured  es- 
caped and  returned  to  our  camp  in  advance  of  the  rebels,  and  in- 
formed Colonel  Garrard  of  what  had  happened ; this  was  about  sun- 
rise. Previous  to  this  time  Colonel  Garrard  had  ordered  me  to  strike 
tents,  load  my  wagons,  saddle  my  horses,  and  be  ready  to  move  or 
fight  at  any  moment.  Colonel  Garrard  came  very  soon  to  my  quar- 
ters.^ I had  everything  ready,  and  was  just  finishing  my  breakfast. 
He  informed  me  the  rebels  were  at  that  time  in  Rogersville ; re- 
quested me  to  have  my  train  to  move  out  on  the  Rogersville  road  a 
short  distance  and  halt. 

Rear  this  time  the  train  .of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry 
came  up.  I ordered  my  train  to  fall  in  behind  said  train;  they  did  so 
and  then  halted.  Colonel  Garrard  informed  me  he  would  take  the 
Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  move  down  toward  Rogers- 
ville and  see  if  he  could  ascertain  anything  from  the  rebels,  at  the 
same  time  ordering  me  to  send  out  two  companies  east  of  our  camp 
to  meet  the  enemy  if  they  should  come  from  the  direction  of  Carter’s 
Valley  ; also  ordered  me  to  detail  50  men  and  send  them  east  of  our 
camp  to  hold  a hill  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  occupying  it.  This 
was  promptly  done.  Ccnonel  Garrard  moved  with  the  Seventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry  toward  Rogersville,  but  had  not  gone  far  when 
I heard  a volley  of  musketry,  and  very  soon  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry  returned  at  full  speed;  a number  of  them  had  thrown 
their  guns  down  and  were  in  a perfect  state  of  confusion. 

Major  Mclntire,  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  came  to 
me  and  stated  that  Colonel  Garrard  was  killed  and  I would  have  to 
take  command  of  the  forces.  I requested  Major  Mclntire  to  try  and 
collect  his  men,  they  being  completely  demoralized.  He  said  the 
panic  and  confusion  in  his  regiment  resulted  from  the  death  of 
Colonel  Garrard.  At  this  time  two  guns  of  Phillips’  battery  were 
nearly  a half  mile  east  of  our  position  without  support.  I im- 
mediately dispatched  Lieutenant  Shaw,  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  to  order  the  two  guns  to  fall  back  across  the  creek  and 
take  position  near  where  I was  with  the  remainder  of  my  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Shaw  delivered  the  order,  and  the  lieutenant  command- 
ing the  guns  remarked  that  the  rebels  were  within  100  yards  of  his 
position  in  a ditch,  and  would  certainly  capture  them  if  he  attempted 
to  move,  though  he  thought  he  could  keep  them  at  bay  for  a while 
with  grape  and  canister.  Lieutenant  Shaw  directed  him  to  do  so 
and  returned.  By  this  time  Colonel  Garrard  arrived;  he  had  lost 
his  hat  and  was,  seemingly,  very  much  excited.  He  stated  the 
rebels  were  coming  from  Rogersville,  and  ordered  me  to  move  with 
my  regiment  in  that  direction,  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  advance 
two  companies  as  skirmishers.  Colonel  Garrard  accompanied  me, 
pointing  out  the  position  he  wished  my  regiment  to  occupy.  He 
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requested  me  to  tie  my  horses  and  put  as  many  men  in  the  fight  as 
I could  ; that  we  would  not  try  to  escape,  hut  whip  the  rebels  if  pos- 
sible, ordering  me  to  hold  the  position  assigned  me  at  all  hazards 
until  further  orders  from  him.  I ordered  Captain  Carns_  to  move 
forward  with  companies  C,  G,  and  B as  skirmishers.  He  did  so,  and 
soon  met  the  enemy  and  commenced  a brisk  skirmish,  driving  them 
back  some  300  yards.  I then  ordered  Captain  Cams  to  return  to 
me. 

At  or  near  this  time  the  rebels  charged  and  captured  the  two  guns 

east  of Creek  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Russell.  They  then  moved 

toward  our  camp.  The  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  formed 
near  the  camp  and  supporting  the  two  guns  yet  remaining  in  our 
possession.  Colonel  Garrard  sent  me  orders  to  send  three  companies 
to  support  the  dwo  guns.  I started  three  companies  under  command 
of  Captain  Cams ; when  he  got  in  sight  of  the  point  ordered  to,  he 
discovered  the  rebels  had  taken  the  guns.  They  (the  rebels)  raised 
the  yell  and  commenced  advancing  from  every  direction  on  my  posi- 
tion. I sent  an  orderly  to  inform  Colonel  Garrard  if  he  did  not 
assist  me  I would  soon  be  completely  surrounded.  By  this  time 
Captain  Cams  returned;  he  had  been  cut  off  from  me  by  the  rebels, 
and  very  nearly  the  whole  of  the  three  companies  captured.  Cap- 
tain Cams  informed  me  that  Colonel  Garrard  and  the  whole  of  the 
Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  had  left  the  field,  and  were  across 
the  Holstoh  River. 

The  50  men  detailed  to  hold  the  hill  east  of  our  camp,  also  the  two 
companies  sent  east  of  our  camp,  had  been  skirmishing  some  time. 

When  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  left  the  field  they,  the 
two  companies  and  50  detailed  men,  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
my  position.  A number  of  them  were  captured  in  returning.  At 
this  time  I did  not  have  more  than  200  men  who  had  ammunition, 
and  was  completely  surrounded  by  at  least  4,000  rebels,  who  were 
within  75  yards  of  us,  demanding  a surrender.  They  had  already 
possession  of  my  horses,  and  were  killing  and  wounding  my  men  at 
a fearful  rate.  I summoned  the  officers  of  my  regiment  and  con- 
sulted with  them  as  to  what  measures  best  to  adopt.  All  instantly 
agreed  that  a surrender  was  the  only  thing  possible,  so  I at  once  sur- 
rendered myself  and  command.  William  Russell,  of  Company  A, 
was  shot  and  killed  after  we  had  grounded  arms. 

The  officers  and  men  of  Captain  Phillips’  (Second  Illinois)  battery 
discharged  their  duty  nobly. 

We  were  marched  the  whole  of  the  night  following  our  capture. 
During  that  night  a number  of  the  men  effected  their  escape. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Second  East  Tennessee  Mounted  In- 
fantry performed  their  duty  with  the  most  gratifying  coolness  and 
courage,  and  were  only  induced  to  surrender  to  greatly  superior 
numbers  after  all  hope  of  further  successful  resistance  was  gone. 
The  position  in  which  we  were  placed  by  Colonel  Garrard  I was 
ordered  to  hold  until  he  should  give  me  directions  to  abandon  it, 
and  it  was  in  carrying  out  my  instructions  that  the  regiment  was 
captured. 

Colonel,  I some  time  since  made  application  for  a court  of  inquiry 
to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  our  capture,  and  as  statements 
have  been  made  prejudicial  to  the  good  name  of  my  regiment,  I re- 
spectfully reiterate  my  request  for  a court  of  inquiry,  in  order  that 
the  blame  may  be  placed  where  it  properly  belongs.  I feel  fully 
satisfied  that  when  the  facts  of  the  case  are  known,  the  officers  and 
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men  of  the  Second  East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  found 
to  have  done  their  whole  duty. 

As  the  time  of  service  of  my  regiment  will  soon  expire,  I respect- 
fully urge  that  the  court  may  be  ordered  at  as  early  a day  as  practi- 
cable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  CARPENTER, 

Major  Second  East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry, 
Lieut.  Co].  G.  M.  Bascom, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Shackelford,  U.  S.  Army. 

Morristown,  November  7,  1863. 

I have  as  yet  been  unable  to  learn  definitely  of  more  than  60  or  70 
of  the  Second  Tennessee  that  escaped,  but  they  are  still  coming  in 
small  squads  of  2 and  3,  and  as  they  were  familiar  with  the  country  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  many  are  still  unreported  who  were  not  cap- 
tured. The  horses  that  were  not  killed  in  the  race  were  ruined. 
Many  [men]  lost  their  arms ; the  rest  of  them,  I understand,  left 
for  Knoxville  this  a.  m.  There  are  360  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  who 
have  arrived.  I will  send  scouts  as  directed.  If  I am  not  more  de- 
ceived than  I think  possible,  you  may  rest  perfectly  easy  in  relation 
to  an  attack  on  the  force  up  here  by  the  enemy  ; he  has  not  exceed- 
ing 3,500  mounted  men,  all  told.  His  infantry  will  not  cross  the 
rivers.  They  are  not  doing  one  thing  by  way  of  rebuilding 
bridges,  &c. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  Burnside. 


Morristown,  November  7,  1863. 

General  : Since  sending  you  dispatch  in  relation  to  numbers  of 
Second  Tennessee  and  Seventh  Ohio  that  escaped.  Colonel  Gar- 
rard reports  that  Captain  Rankin  and  his  company,  who  had  been 
sent  to  Jonesborough  on  scout,  had  come  in,  making  430  of  the 
Seventh  Ohio.  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Second  Tennessee,  has  just  re- 
ported that  he  understands  that  56  of  the  Second  Tennessee  were  at 
Bean’s  Station  this  a.  m. 


General  Burnside. 


J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  Selby  Harney,  Thirty-fourth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Morristown,  Tenn.,  November  7,  1863. 
Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

About  .3  o’clock  yesterday  afternoon,  information  was  brought  to 
me  that  the  rebels  were  coming  in  force  on  the  Greeneville  road,  driv- 
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ing  Colonel  Garrard’s  command  from  Rogersville  before  them. 
Pretty  shortly  after,  squads  of  them  (Garrard’s  command)  could  be 
seen  galloping  bare-headed  into  town,  and  to  all  appearances  per- 
fectly demoralized.  I had  in  the  meanwhile  moved  my  regiment 
upon  the  hill,  directing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dillard  to  support  the 
battery.  The  greater  part  of  the  Eleventh  Tennessee  I ordered  out 
on  the  Greeneville  road,  if  possible  to  get  some  information  of  the 
enemy.  The  other  portion  I sent  on  the  Bean’s  Station  road. 

After  being  directed  by  you  to  hold  this  place  at  all  hazards,  I re- 
ceived a dispatch  from  General  Willcox  (copy  inclosed),  directing  me, 
in  case  I could  do  no  better,  to  fall  back.  I telegraphed  him  what 
your  orders  were,  and  that  I should  wait  for  him. 

At  6 o’clock,  after  showing  Colonel  Garrard  what  I had  done  and 
the  men  I had  for  defense,  I turned  over  the  command  to  him,  he 
being  senior  officer.  I,  however,  continued  to  throw  up  rifle-pits  all 
night. 

^ I cannot  close  without  expressing  surprise  that  Colonel  Garrard 
did  not  send  word  in  advance  to  me  that  he  was  coming,  and  I am 
doubly  thankful  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  for  the 
promptness  and  alacrity  with  which  they  took  their  position  in  line, 
notwithstanding  the  reports  from  the  panic-stricken  and  demoral- 
ized men  seen  galloping  around  the  base  of  the  hill  on  which  we  were 
posted. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully  yours, 

S.  HARNEY, 

Colonel  Thirty -fourth  Kentucky  Infantry,  Comdg.  Post. 

Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  Richmond, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Greeneville,  November  6,  1863. 

Colonel  Harney  : 

I shall  move  to  Bull’s  Gap.  If  you  cannot  do  better,  fall  back  in 
as  good  order  as  possible. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

Narrows,  November  7,  1863. 
General  : The  following  just  received  from  Blountsville : 

Our  cavalry,  under  Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  and  Colonel  Giltner,  yesterday  cap- 
tured at  Rogersville  850  prisoners,  4 pidbes  of  artillery,  2 stand  of  colors,  60  wagons, 
and  about  1,000  animals.  Our  loss,  2 killed  and  6 or  8 wounded. 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

MaJor-GeneraL 

General  Echols  has  reached  Union.  Extent  of  his  loss  not  re- 
ported. I will  join  him  to-morrow. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General. 

General  S.  Cooper. 

(Same  to  General  Bragg.) 
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[Indorsements.] 


November  8,  1863. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

I am  happy  to  relieve  in  some  measure  the  anguish  inspired  by 
the  news  I was  constrained  to  communicate  this  morning  * by  the 
more  cheering  intelligence  of  the  within  just  received  by  me. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 


This  success  may  affect  the  movements  of  the 
General  Jones. 


enemy  in  front  of 
J.  D[AVIS]. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  11,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this  the  reports  of 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  Ransom,  jr.,  and  his  subordinate  commanders  of  the 
attack  on  the  enemy  near  Rogers ville,  Tenn.,  and  the  reports  of 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols  and  subordinate  commanders  of  the  battle 
of  Droop  Mountain,  in  Pocahontas  County,  W.  Va.  Both  these 
affairs  occurred  on  the  same  day  (6th  ultimo). 

The  affair  at  Rogersville  was  a complete  success  and  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  officers  and  men  concerned,  f 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Ranso^n,  jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing District  of  Southwestern  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  South^vestern  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Camp  near  Blountsville,  Tenn.,  November  14,  1863. 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  reports  of  Brigadier-General 
Jones  and  Colonel  Giltner  relative  to  late  attack  upon  the  enemy 
at  Rogersville.  General  Jones  has  supplied  copies  of  my  letters  to 
him,  and  they  accompany  his  report.  Colonel  Giltner’s  report  was 
sent  to  General  Jones  for  indorsement.  I inclose  both  the  note  of 
my  adjutant-general  to  General  Jones  and  his  reply  thereto ; also 
my  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel  Giltner.  I regret  there  should 
be  any  discrepancies  in  the  two  reports,  but  I am  satisfied  they  are 
not  irreconcilable.  It  was  intended  for  the  attacks  by  both  brigades 
to  be  independent,  but  simultaneous,  and  of  course  when  the  two 
forces  came  together  the  senior  officer  was  to  take  command  of  the 

* Report  of  Echols’  defeat  at  Droop  Mountain,  W.  Va.  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIX, 
Part  I,  p.  525. 

t Portion  here  omitted  is  printed  with  reports  of  engagement  at  Droop  Mount- 
ain, W.  Va.  See  also  Jones’  report  of  February  6,  1864,  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX, 
Part  II,  p.  602. 
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whole.  I did  not  intend  to  unite  the  brigades  as  my  instructions 
show. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  is  the  best  proof  that  it  was  conducted 
well,  and  I am  unwilling  to  create  or  sustain  bickering  or  jealousy 
when  there  should  be  mutual  good  feeling.  General  Jones  was 
verbally  instructed  to  change  the  point  of  crossing  the  river,  if  from 
fuller  information  it  should  become  advisable.  The  first  report  gave 
as  captured  850  prisoners,  4 pieces  of  artillery,  60  wagons,  and  1,000 
animals.  About  775  prisoners  arrived,  the  artillery  as  at  first  re- 
ported, 32  wagons,  and  3 ambulances.  The  regimental  colors  and 
our  garrison  flag  are  in  my  hands.  One  regimental  flag  was  cap- 
tured, but  in  some  way  lost.  I regret  that  up  to  this  time  I have 
been  unable  to  have  accounted  for  more  than  about  300  animals,  all 
told.  I much  fear  they  were  appropriated  by  the  men  and  have 
been  sent  off  and  sold.  There  is  no  other  reasonable  conclusion. 
The  affair  was  a decided  success,  and  I have  thanked  the  officers  and 
soldiers  engaged  in  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Maj.  C.  S.  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dublin,  Va. 


[Inclosures.] 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  Southwestern  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 
Near  Blountsville,  Tenn.,  November  12,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inclose 
the  report  of  Colonel  Giltner  for  your  indorsement,  inasmuch  as  the 
two  brigades  were  united  in  the  latter  part  of  the  affair  of  the  6th 
instant.  He  requests  that  you  forward  your  report  of  the  same 
affair  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  ROWLAND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Jones’  Brigade, 

November  13,  1863. 


Maj.  Thomas  Rowland, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dist.  of  S.  W.  Va.  and  East  Tenn. : 


Major  : In  reply  to  yours,  inclosing  a report  of  Colonel  Giltner 
relative  to  the  attack  on  the  enemy  near  Roger sville,  the  6th  instant, 
I can  say  if  by  indorsement  you  wish  me  to  confirm  his  statements, 
such  is  not  in  my  power.  My  report  will  show  you  the  affair  appears 
to  me  in  a different  light  from  what  it  does  to  Colonel  Giltner.  As 
the  report  is  not  addressed  to  me,  and  is  not  sent  through  me,  I pre- 
sume it  was  not  intended  I should  correct  errors  in  it.  I was  under 
the  impression  I commanded  in  this  affair,  and  the  statement  of  Mr. 
W atterson  will  show  Colonel  Giltner  was  of  the  same  opinion  before 
the  fight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  JONES, 

Brigadier-  Gene  rat. 
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Headquarters  Division, 

Camp  near  Blountsville,  November  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade : 

General  : It  is  represented  that  there  is  at  Rogersville  a body  of 
two  or  three  regiments  of  the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.  You  will  drop  down  the  river  with  your  brigade,  having 
pickets  at  the  fords,  cross  the  North  Fork  of  Holston,  and  attack 
at  Rogersville  at  daylight  in  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  6th  instant. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  will  proceed  by  the  Horse  Creek  and  Beach 
Creek  Valley  roads  and  attack  simultaneously  with  you.  Your 
march  after  getting  across  the  North  Fork  should  be  rapid  and  in 
the  night.  You  can  go  a few  miles  below  Kingsport,  so  as  to  reach 
Rogersville  easily  in  the  night  of  Thursday,  and  make  the  attack  as 
directed.  No  wagons  except  for  ammunition  will  be  taken.  You 
can  carry  the  battery  now  with  you  if  you  desire  it.  Have  prepared 
enough  cooked  rations  for  the  movement.  After  executing  the  move- 
ment and  the  attack  you  will  return  rapidly  to  your  present  position. 
Concert  between  you  and  Brigadier-General  Jones  will  be  necessary. 
General  Jones  has  been  directed  after  the  attack  to  return  to  his 
present  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Major-  Ge  neral. 


[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  Southwestern  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 
Blountsville,  Tenn.,  Noveinher  4,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Williams  having  been  relieved  of  his  com- 
mand, and  Colonel  Giltner  assigned  to  the  command  of  his  brigade, 
the  latter  officer  will  execute  the  order  herein  conveyed. 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  E.  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Jones’  Brigade, 

Near  Cartels  Station,  Tenn.,  November  13,  1863. 

Major  : In  accordance  with  inclosed  instructions  from  headquar- 
ters District  Southwestern  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  my  com- 
mand rendezvoused  at  Banchman’s  Ford  on  the  4th  instant.  On 
inquiry  finding  if  it  crossed  here  there  would  be  danger  of  alarm- 
ing the  enemy,  I deemed  it  best  to  cross  near  Spurgeon’s  Mill,  and 
encamped  for  the  night  a few  miles  below. 

Moving  early  next  morning  the  command  halted  at  Easly’s,  on 
Horse  Creek,  5 miles  from  Kingsport,  and  fed  the  horses.  From 
this  point  I communicated  with  Colonel  Giltner  near  noon  my  in- 
tention to  execute  the  original  plan  of  attack.  Arriving  17  miles 
from  Rogersville  on  the  Beach  Creek  road  near  dark,  we  halted  to 
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feed  and  cook  rations.  Here  it  was  ascertained  the  road  leading  to 
Smith’s  and  Dodson’s  Fords  ran  within  G miles  of  the  camps  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  also  ascertained  both  fords  were  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous, and  the  night  was  dark  and  rainy. 

To  reach  the  point  assigned  me  by  the  hour  designated  required 
me  to  cross  the  Holston  before  daylight.  By  intricate  mountain 
paths,  exacting  the  utmost  care  on  the  part  of  all,  we  reached  the 
Long  Shoals,  12  miles  above  Rogersville,  and  crossed  in  safety. 
Reaching  the  old  stage  road,  nothing  could  be  heard  of  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner’s  command,  but  I determined  to  turn  the  position  of  the  enemy 
at  the  mouth  of  Big  Creek  by  way  of  the  Carter’s  Valley  road,  my 
brigade  crossing  the  old  stage  road  for  this  purpose.  Soon  a mes- 
senger overtook  me  with  tidings  of  Colonel  Giltner,  also  reporting 
about  100  Federal  Tennessee  home  guards  at  Kincade’s.  Pushing 
ahead  part  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry  to  surround  and  capture 
this  force,  they  encountered  near  where  the  home  guards  were  ex- 
pected a scout  of  50  men  from  the  Second  Tennessee  Federal  Regi- 
ment. The  attack  was  made  with  such  vigor  that  but  17  men  of  this 
force  escaped  this  onset.  Moving  on  briskly  to  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  the  Eighth  Regiment  turned  east  on  the  old  stage  road  and 
took  position  on  the  first  eminence. 

As  it  was  now  long  after  Colonel  Giltner  should  have  made  his 
attack  and  no  engagement  could  be  heard,  I felt  assured  the  enemy 
must  have  made  his  escape,  but  moved  the  Eighth  across  to  the 
river  road  from  Big  Creek  to  Dodson’s  Ford  in  hopes  of  intercepting 
fugitives.  The  men  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Battalion  Virginia  Cav- 
alry, under  Capt.  J.  B.  Thompson,  were  ordered  to  charge  into 
Rogersville,  and  in  so  doing  captured  upward  of  100  prisoners  and 
some  army  supplies.  For  the  same  reason  the  Eighth  was  ordered 
to  the  river  road.  Colonel  Witcher  was  ordered  with  his  own  and 
the  Thirty-seventh  Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry  to  ‘Smith’s  Ford. 
The  Thirty-sixth  Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry  was  held  in  reserve 
near  town,  and  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  Virginia  Cavalry  in  the 
position  first  held  by  the  Eighth  Regiment.  The  Twenty-seventh 
Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry  was  ordered,  after  the  captures  in  Rog- 
ersville, by  the  railroad  to  the  river.  After  these  dispositions  had 
been  made  a party  of  55  home  guards  (Federal)  attacked  the  town 
from  the  west,  but  were  easily  dispersed  by  a small  party  under  Lieut. 
W.  M.  Hopkins,  aide-de-camp. 

After  all  the  prisoners  had  been  collected  and  marched  out  east  of 
the  town,  the  wagons  loaded,  hitched  to,  and  driven  to  the  forks  of 
the  main  roads,  was  heard  the  first  firing  in  the  direction  of  Big 
Creek.  The  Twenty-first  Regiment  was  immediately  ordered  up  the 
old  stage  road  with  directions  to  be  guided  by  the  firing  and  to  join 
in  the  battle.  The  Thirty-sixth  Battalion  was  ordered  up  from  town 
and  all  the  other  commands  were  recalled  in  haste.  The  old  stage 
road  being  open,  the  Twenty -first  having  moved  across  toward  the 
river,  a party  of  125  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  escape  toward  Rog- 
ersville, but  were  intercepted  and  all  captured  by  the  timely  arrival 
of  Witcher’s,  Claiborne’s,  and  Smith’s  commands.  By  this  time 
firing  had  ceased  in  front  and  I felt  assured  of  the  surrender  of  the 
enemy,  as  proved  to  be  the  case. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-four  prisoners  were  taken  by  my  brigade, 
acting  alone.  The  Eighth  Virginia  took  9 wagons  and  teams,  7 of 
which  were  secured.  The  remainder  of  the  command  took  3 wagons 
and  2 ambulances,  all  of  which  were  secured. 


560  ' KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 

From  Colonel  Corns’  report  it  will  be  seen  the  roads  west  of  the 
position  of  the  enemy  were  held  by  the  Eighth  Y irginia  Cavalry, 
and  a large  part  of  the  55G  prisoners  taken  here  were  taken  by  the 
Eighth  and  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  Colonel  Giltner.  Had  Col- 
onel Giltner  made  a prompt  and  bold  attack  that  wonld  have  dis- 
covered the  position  of  the  enemy  before  my  dispositions  were  made, 
under  the  impression  of  his  having  abandoned  his  position,  it  is  be- 
lieved none  would  have  escaped.  The  unaccountable  delay,  doubt- 
less, has  proved  very  detrimental  to  our  interests. 

To  Captain  McKinney,  of  General  Jackson’s  staff  ; to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Watterson,  clerk  of  my  brigade  quartermaster,  and  to  Mr.  Fipps  and 
other  guides  my  thanks  are  especially  due  for  their  activity,  energy, 
and  judgment  on  this  occasion. 

To  Lieut.  W.  M.  Hopkins,  of  my  personal  staff,  I am  under  great 
obligations  for  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  JONES, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Thomas  Rov^land, 

Asst  Adjt  Gen.y  Dist.  S.  W.  Fa.,  and  E.  Tenn. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Division, 

Camp  Near  Blountsville,  Tenn.,  November  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 

General  : I inclose  a letter  of  instruction  and  a map*  for  your 
guidance.  I find  the  Horse  Creek  Valley  too  much  to  your  right. 
You  must  take  the  most  direct  road,  or  the  one  you  think  best. 
Dodson’s  Ford  is  represented  to  me  as  the  best.  I will  send  to  you 
Captain  McKinney,  of  General  Jackson’s  staff,  who  knows  the  coun- 
try thoroughly  about  Rogersville.  It  looks  as  though  it  would  rain, 
and  we  may  be  prevented  from  making  the  movement.  'Williams 
will  be  relieved  to-morrow,  and  I shall  have  to  send  the  letter  of  in- 
struction to  Colonel  Giltner.  You  had  best  have  the  battery  come 
to  this  side  of  the  Holston,  and  let  me  know  where  you  have  it.  I 
shall  move  up  toward  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  to-morrow  on 
the  Jonesborough  road.  It  may  rain  and  cause  the  river  to  rise  after 
you  get  to  Rogersville.  In  that  event  you  may  make  your  way  out 
by  Kingsport.  Reports  from  Kingsport  and  Rogersville  represent 
the  enemy  encamped  on  Big  Creek  4 miles  above  Rogersville.  Give 
directions  so  that  your  wagons  may  not  get  into  any  difficulty.  If 
you  can  do  so  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  come  here  to-night. 

^ ^ ^ 

Giltner  will  have  orders  to  attack  at  the  same  hour  you  do,  that  is 
at  daylight  on  Friday  morning.  Neither  should  wait  for  the  other, 
as  both  have  the  same  orders. 

Yours,  truly, 

. R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


*Not  found. 
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[Sub-inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Division, 

Camp  near  Blountsville,  November  3,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade : 

General  : It  is  represented  that  there  is  at  Rogersville  a force  of 
two  or  three  regiments  of  the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture 
that  force.  You  will  please  collect  your  brigade,  throwing  a force 
in  the  direction  of  Jonesborough,  and  with  greater  part  proceed  to 
Rogersville  by  a route  leading  up  Horse  Creek  and  down  Beach  Creek 
Valleys,  cross  the  Holston  at  one  of  the  fords  near  Rogersville,  and 
attack  at  daylight  on  Friday  morning,  the  6th  instant.  Y ou  will 
cover  the  road  leading  to  my  rear  by  small  pickets,  so  as  to  carry  in- 
formation both  to  yourself  and  to  the  infantry  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Holston  east  of  Kingsport.  Brigadier-General  Williams,  com- 
manding cavalry  brigade,  will  move  by  way  of  Kingsport  across  the 
North  Fork  of  Holston  and  join  in  the  attack  at  the  same  time  as 
yourself. 

After  starting  directly  for  Rogersville  rapidity  will  be  required 
both  in  the  execution  of  the  march  and  attack,  and  in  your  return 
to  your  present  position.  I need  hardly  caution  you  as  to  your  left 
flank.  The  force  sent  toward  Jonesborough  should  cover  it,  as  well 
as  check  a direct  advance  in  that  direction.  You  will  have  enough 
cooked  rations  prepared,  and  take  nothing  else  except  ammunition. 
No  wagons  except  for  ammunition  will  be  taken.  I leave  it  to  your 
discretion  to  take  the  battery  of  artillery  now  with  you  or  not,  as 
you  may  deem  best.  If  not  carried  have  it  properly  posted,  so  as  to 
do  good  service  if  needed  and  not  to  be  subject  to  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  Jones’  Cavalry  Brigade,  Q.  M.  Dept., 

November  13,  1863. 

Being  called  upon  by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones  to  give  a statement 
of  my  connection  with  the  affair  at  Big  Creek,  Hawkins  County, 
Tenn.,  I most  respectfully  submit  the  following  : 

Left  by  General  Jones  at  the  house  of  Mr.  William  Lyons,  where 
the  road  from  Long’s  Ford  crosses  the  old  stage  road,  in  order  to  see 
that  the  brigade  under  his  (General  Jones’)  command  took  the  right 
road,  when  I saw  that  Colonel  Giltner’s  column  had  arrived  I went 
to  the  head  of  it,  and  while  there  understood  from  him  that  he  was 
going  to  halt  his  brigade  at  Surgoinsville  until  he  heard  from  Gen- 
eral Jones.  This  was  concluded  upon,  I supposed,  since  General 
Jones  had  crossed  the  river  at  least  14  miles  from  and  above  the  ford 
at  which  it  was  intended  when  the  expedition  begun,  and  to  have  an 
understanding  as  to  the  plan  of  attack.  When  the  rear  of  Jones’ 
brigade  had  passed  the  crossing  of  the  roads  I hastened  on  to  inform 
General  J ones  of  Colonel  Giltner’s  intention.  I overtook  General 
Jones  about  3 miles  from  where  he  came  into  Carter’s  Valley  road 
going  very  rapidly  at  the  head  of  his  column.  When  I told  him 
that  Colonel  Giltner  was  awaiting  at  Surgoinsville  to  hear  from  him 
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he  seemed  surprised,  and  ordered  me  to  go  immediately  and  tell  Col- 
onel Giltner  to  move  on  and  attack  the  enemy  in  front. 

I started  back  to  the  first  cross-road,  and  had  got  about  1-|  miles 
when  I met  a courier  from  Colonel  Giltner  who  said  that  his  whole 
brigade  had  passed  down  the  old  stage  road  in  a great  hurry,  having 
routed  the  Yankee  pickets  at  Surgoinsville.  I then  turned  to  follow 
on  after  General  Jones,  and  had  gone  on  the  Carter’s  Valley  road  to 
within  5 miles  of  Rogersville,  when  I learned  that  Colonel  Giltner 
had  not  gone  on  down  farther  than  C.  C.  Miller’s,  8 miles  east  of 
Rogersville.  I immediately  about  faced  and  went  back  to  the  road 
leading  from  the  Carter’s  Valley  road  to  the  old  stage  road,  coming 
out  at  Mr.  C.  C.  Miller’s,  where  Colonel  Giltner  was  understood  to 
be.  When  I turned  back  I was  about  4 miles  from  C.  C.  Miller’s 
(or  Yellow  Store),  but  when  I -got  there  all  of  the  brigade  under 
Giltner  had  passed  along,  except  the  artillery  (Lowry’s  battery)  and 
the  rear  guard. 

I went  on  after  Colonel  Giltner,  passing  about  half  of  his  column 
(the  rear  half)  in  motion,  and  overtook  him  only  a few  hundred  yards 
east  of  Dr.  John  Shields’,  6 miles  east  of  Rogersville.  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner was  at  the  time,  with  ^ portion  of  two  companies  of  Colonel 
Carter’s  (First  Tennessee),  cavalry,  together  with  Major  Goforth 
and  Captain  Fulkerson,  in  a field  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
road.  The  squadron  was  under  the  command  of  Major  Goforth,  as 
I soon  after  learned.  I delivered  General  Jones’  order  to  Colonel 
Giltner  to  attack  as  soon  as  possible.  The  squadron  under  Goforth 
went  on  the  right  to  flank  the  movement  of  the  main  column  in  its 
advance  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  were  understood  to  be  about  a 
mile  distant  on  an  elevation  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I 
think  the  attack  was  made  about  9 a.  m.,  nearly  thirty  minutes  after 
I delivered  General  Jones’  order  to  Colonel  Giltner. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WATTERSOR. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Col,  James  M.  Corns,  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry, 

November  13,  1863. 

General  : At  your  request  I make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry  at  Rogersville,  on  the 
6th  instant : 

After  a forced  march  of  twenty-four  hours  my  regiment  arrived 
at  and  crossed  the  Holston  River,  near  Rogersville.  At  this  point  I 
was  ordered  across  the  country  on  a by-road  to  the  Carter  s Valley 
road,  at  a point  some  8 miles  above  the  town,  and  there  await  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Giltner.  I had  not  waited  but  a few  minutes  when 
I was  informed  by  you  that  Colonel  Giltner  was  moving  on  the  road 
between  me  and  the  river.  At  this  juncture,  being  informed  by  you 
that  there  was  a company  of  cavalry  on  picket  some  4 miles  in 
advance  of  me,  I threw  forward  Company  E,  of  this  regiment,  with 
instructions  when  they  arrived  at  the  enemy’s  picket  to  charge  down 
upon  them,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  them  to  reach  Rogersville  to 
give  the  alarm.  This  order  was  carried  out  to  the  letter,  not  one  of 
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the  enemy  being  permitted  to  enter  the  town.  Company  E,  led  by 
Capt.  H.  C.  Everett,  having  captured  some  40  of  them,  dispersed 
the  remainder  of  them  in  the  woods. 

Meeting  with  no  further  obstruction,  my  command  was  moved, 
by  your  direction,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  on  road  lead- 
ing to  a ferry  below  Rogersville.  While  moving  my  command 
through  the  woods  (the  undergrowth  is  very  dense  at  this  point)  I 
found  myself  within  20  yards  of  the  wagon  train  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  rear,  their  pickets  being  already  driven 
in  from  the  front  by  Colonel  Giltner.  Finding  the  enemy's  wagon 
train  about  to  move,  I ordered  my  command  to  charge  the  guard, 
composed  of  about  75  or  80  men,  which  they  did,  capturing  the 
whole  of  the  wagon  train  and  nearly  all  of  the  guard.  I then  imme- 
diately moved  on  with  my  regiment,  and  soon  found  myself  closely 
engaged  with  the  main  force  of  the  enemy.  I immediately  posted 
my  command  behind  a fence  and  on  a wooded  hill-side,  in  easy  range 
of  the  enemy’s  camp,  where  we  remained  under  a heavy  fire  about 
fifteen  minutes. 

The  enemy  were  about  to  charge  my  position  when  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner commenced  the  action  in  front,  which  appeared  to  disconcert 
the  enemy  so  much  that,  although  they  made  an  effort  in  consider- 
able force  to  dislodge  me,  they  were  quickly  repulsed  and  driven 
back  on  their  former  position.  Colonel  Giltner  attacking  vigor- 
ously about  this  time,  the  enemy  threw  down  their  arms  and  fled  in 
every  direction,  large  numbers  of  them  surrendering  on  the  field. 
Others  were  captured  in  squads  through  the  neighborhood ; a few  of 
them,  however,  made  their  escape  across  the  river. 

My  command  succeeded  in  capturing  in  this  affair  upwards  of  300 
prisoners,  9 wagons  and  teams  loaded  with  quartermaster’s  stores,  7 
of  which  we  succeeded  in  bringing  with  us.  We  also  captured  a 
large  number  of ‘small-arms,  saddles,  and  about  90  horses  and  mules, 
in  addition  to  the  mules  that  were  attached  to  the  wagons. 

The  command  was  moved,  by  your  direction,  on  the  Carter’s  Val- 
ley road  back  to  Blountsville,  where  we  arrived  safely  on  the  8th 
instant,  bringing  with  us,  besides  captured  property  above  men- 
tioned, some  800  prisoners. 

Our  loss  in  this  affair  is  1 killed  and  2 or  3 slightly  wounded. 

I am,  general,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CORNS, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  E.  Jones, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Col.  H.  L.  Giltner,  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry  {Confeder- 
^ ate),  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Near  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  November  10,  1863. 

_ Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  under  my  command  during  the  recent  expedition 
into  the  enemy’s  lines  : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  district  headquarters  I moved  out  of 
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Kingsport  at  6 p.  m.  on  5th  instant.  You  are  already  furnished  with 
the  general  order  containing  the  different  corps  of  the  command  and 
their  order  of  march.  The  whole  force  did  not  exceed  1,200,  as  the 
return  of  my  adjutant-general  for  that  day  exhibits.  Such  was  the 
secrecy  with  which  the  movement  was  conducted  that  not  only  the 
citizens,  but  the  officers  had  no  idea  of  its  contemplation  until  it  had 
progressed  considerably  toward  its  execution. 

Some  delay  occurred  in  crossing  the  river  on  account  of  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night  and  the  difficult  passage  of  the  horses  and  artillery 
over  a bad  ford.  All  was,  however,  soon  in  order,  and  the  marcn 
continued  in  a cold,  chilling  rain,  without  further  obstacle  until  we 
were  unexpectedly  halted  by  the  passage  of  Brigadier-General  Jones’ 
brigade  across  our  road  to  the  Carter’s  Valley  road,  upon  our  right. 
I did  not  see  General  Jones,  but  learned  from  his  staff  officer  that 
this  change  in  the  original  plan  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  im- 
practicability of  the  road  to  and  across  the  river  at  the  ford  he  pro- 
posed at  first  to  cross. 

As  soon  as  General  Jones’  brigade  had  crossed  I moved  on  slowly, 
intending  to  halt  a short  time  at  Surgoinsville  in  order  to  give  Gen- 
eral Jones  time  to  reach  the  enemy’s  flank  and  rear  before  attacking 
him  in  front.  But  just  as  my  advance  reached  Surgoinsville  it  was 
fired  upon  by  a scouting  party  of  the  enemy  which  had  reached  there 
that  morning  (now  4.30  a.  m.),  as  I afterward  learned.  I communi- 
cated this  fact  to  General  Jones.  The  enemy,  about  30  in  number, 
retired  precipitately  on  being  pressed  by  a squadron  of  the  First 
Tennessee,  which  constituted  my  advance. 

On  arriving  within  2 miles  of  Big  Creek,  where  the  enemy  were 
understood  to  be  encamped,  we  came  upon  a body  of  the  enemy  in  a 
strong  position,  and  though  not  discovering  more  than  25  or  30,  fur- 
nished reason  for  the  suspicion  of  a larger  force  masked  behind  the 
ridge  and  under  cover  of  dense  pine  thickets.  Some  time  was  con- 
sumed in  revealing  their  intention  and  force  by  throwing  forward 
flanking  and  skirmishing  parties,  before  which  they  again  retired. 
We  moved  forward  without  delay,  and  on  approaching  Big  Creek 
discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  act  of  crossing  at  Bussell’s 
Ford.  Colonel  Carter  (First  Tennessee)  was  sent  at  double-quick  to 
cut  them  off,  which  he  did  in  most  gallant  style. 

Being  cut  off  from  the  ford  the  enemy  took  a strong  position  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Big  Creek,  where  they  had  been  encamped,  leav- 
ing one  section  of  Phillips’  battery,  supported  by  three  companies 
Second  East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry,  at  Russell’s  house,  300 
yards  in  front  of  their  position  and  on  this  side  of  Big  Creek.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Trimble,  Tenth  Kentucky,  and  Major  Parker,  Fourth 
Kentucky,  were  brought  forward  and  dismounted  in  350  yards  of 
this  section  and  moved  up.  The  men  all  went  forward  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm,  making  no  halt  for  balls,  shells,  or  bullets. 
Colonel  Carter,  after  intercepting  their  retreat  by  the  ford,  turned 
upon  these  two  guns,  and  advancing  by  a shorter  route  was  the  first 
to  reach  them,  capturing  at  the  same  time  a large  numbp  of  wagons 
which  had  moved  out  to  cross  the  river.  Without  halting,  *a  simul- 
taneous advance  was  made  by  the  three  regiments  (Tenth  Kentucky, 
First  Tennessee,  and  Fourth  Kentucky)  across  Big  Creek,  which, 
though  deep  and  rapid,  proved  no  obstacle,  and  up  the  hill  on  which 
was  posted  their  other  section  of  artillery,  supported  by  their  main 
force. 

At  this  time  Captain  Lowry’s  battery,  detained  by  difficult  roads. 
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arrived  upon  tlie  field  and  engaged  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  deliv- 
ering its  fire  most  effedtually.  Immediately  on  crossing  the  creek 
our  forces  encountered  the  enemy  in  a chosen  position,  where,  after 
an  hour’s  sharp  conflict,  they  succeeded  in  capturing  the  other  section 
of  Phillips’  battery  and  about  450  of  the  enemy.  The  remainder  en- 
deavored to  effect  their  escape  by  precipitate  flight.  Here  I ordered 
forward  Major  Clarke,  Sixteenth  Georgia  Battalion,  and  Colonel 
Slemp,  Sixty-fourth  Virginia,  whom  I had  held  in  reserve  mounted, 
and  sent  them  at  double-quick  to  pursue  and  overhaul  the  fugitives, 
which  was  done  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner,  the  Sixteenth 
Georgia  Battalion  following  them  across  the  river  and  the  Sixty- 
fourth  to  Rogersville.  A party  of  these,  endeavoring  to  escape  by 
a lower  ford,  was  met  by  the  Eighth  Virginia,  of  General  Jones’ 
command,  and  most  of  them  captured. 

In  all  about  550  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  forces  under  my  cony 
mand;  four  brass  6-pounder  James  guns  (Company  M,  Second  Illinois 
Light  Artillery),  some  30  wagons  loaded  with  all  manner  of  ^quarter- 
master’s and  commissary,  medical,  and  ordnance  stores,  together 
with  all  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  the  horses  and  arms  of 
the  prisoners,  all  the  papers  appertaining  to  the  adjutant-general’s 
department,  containing  most  valuable  information,  &c. 

As  already  mentioned,  our  forces  did  not  exceed  1,200,  of  which 
not  more  than  600  were  engaged  actively.  The  forces  of  the  enemy, 
commanded  by  Col.  Israel  Garrard,  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  consisted 
of  Second  East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry,  about  full ; Seventh 
Ohio  Cavalry,  580  strong,  and  Phillips’  battery,  all  composing  half 
of  Col.  James  P.  T.  Carter’s  brigade  (Third  Brigade  Cavalry,  Fourth 
Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps).  Colonel  Garrard,  command- 
ing, escaped  with  the  first  who  crossed  the  river.  One  major,  sev- 
eral captains,  and  one  acting  adjutant-general  were  among  the  pris- 
oners. 

Our  loss  will  not  exceed  10  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy’s 
about  25  or  30.  Seven  wounded  were  paroled  and  left  in  charge  of  a 
surgeon. 

Every  exertion  was  used  to  secure  all  the  captures  and  the  artil- 
lery, and  about  30  wagons  were  brought  off  safely,  but,  owing  to  a 
want  of  harness  for  the  teams,  two  caissons  and  some  20  wagons 
were  disabled  and  abandoned. 

It  was  my  intention  to  retire  to  where  I could  find  a good  position 
and  obtain  forage  and  remain  until  everything  valuable  was  secured 
and  sent  to  the  rear,  but.  General  Jones  coming  up,  ordered  me  to 
fall  back  that  night  beyond  the  river,  which  was  accomplished  by  9 
o’clock  the  next  morning. 

Two  stand  of  colors  captured  by  the  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry 
were  sent  up  this  morning.  One  captured  by  the  Tenth  Kentucky 
was  delivered  to  you  by  Brigadier-General  Jones,  and  another  taken 
by  First  Tennessee  was  afterward  stolen  from  the  regimental  wagon.  * 

Ko  discrimination  can  be  made  in  the  gallantry  of  troops  where 
every  corps  commanded  the  admiration  of  its  officers  and  the  grati- 
tude of  their  country.  Their  soldierly  bearing  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy  furnishes  a just  cause  for  pride  and  receives  the  unquali- 
fied approbation  of  their  commander.  Those  actively  engaged  and 
those  held  in  check  manifested  alike  an  equal  willingness,  even 

*The  regimental  flag  of  the  Second  East  Tennessee  Infantry  is  reported  as  having 
been  captured  by  Company  B,  Fourth  Kentucky,  and  the  national  flag  of  same  regi- 
ment as  captured  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trimble,  Tenth  Kentucky  Battalion. 
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anxiety,  to  discliarge  their  full  duty  as  soldiers,  even  the  most  dan- 
gerous. Any  discrimination  among  individuals  would  be  invidious, 
and  no  one  is  slighted  when  it  is  asserted  that  all,  with  a trifling  ex- 
ception, may  remember  their  actions  that  day  with  a just  pride. 

I am  especially  indebted  to  Colonel  Heiskell,  volunteer  aide  ; Cap- 
tain Flusser,  acting  aide,  and  Captain  Guerrant,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  for  invaluable  services  on  the  field  and  throughout  the 
expedition. 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  GILTNER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Thomas  Eowland,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


NOVEMBER  10-13, 1863. — Expedition  from  Skipwith’s  Landing  to  Tallulah 

Court-House,  Miss. 

Rej^ort  of  Col.  Embury  D.  Oshand,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss.,  November  15,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command,  consist- 
ing of  the  First  Battalion,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  three  com- 
panies of  the  First  Mississippi  Cavalry  (African  Descent),  300 
strong,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  major-general  command- 
ing, left  Vicksburg  at  11  a.  m.  the  10th  instant,  arriving  at  and 
crossing  the  Yazoo  River  at  Anthony’s  Ferry  in  the  afternoon, 
camping  for  the  night  at  the  ferry,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
Marched  at  daylight  on  the  11th,  crossing  Deer  Creek  at  Black  Fork, 
and  moving  up  on  the  east  side  of  it  to  within  7 miles  of  Rolling 
Fork,  and  camping  for  the  night  on  Clark’s  plantation,  a march  of 
37  miles. 

Learning  that  Barksdale’s  (Mississippi)  cavalry  and  the  Seventh  [ ?] 
Texas  Cavalry,  about  700  strong,  had  been  at  Rolling  Fork  four 
days  previously,  and  had  disabled  the  bridges  across  that  stream 
and  Deer  Creek,  at  daylight  on  the  12th  I recrossed  Deer  Creek,  and 
arrived  at  the  Mississippi  River  near  Tallulah  Court-House,  and 
camped  at  the  landing  opposite  Lake  Providence. 

Marched  at  6 a.  m.,  13th  instant,  and  arrived  at  this  place  at  12 
m.  I met  no  enemy  and  obtained  no  recruits,  the  route  of  march 
being  through  a deserted  and  abandoned  country,  and  am  now  satis- 
fied, from  information  which  I regard  reliable,  that  the  two  regiments 
of  Confederate  cavalry  came  from  Yazoo  City  to  intercept  my  march 
here.  Failing  to  find  us,  they  returned  in  the  same  direction,  with 
what  conscripts,  horses,  mules,  hogs,  and  negroes  they  could  obtain. 
About  50  men  of  the  same  class  remain  across  Deer  Creek,  engaged 
in  the  same  business. 

I leave  to-morrow  morning  with  170  men  of  my  command,  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  Lee,  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  shall 
proceed  beyond  the  Sunflower,  if  practicable,  to  assist  Lieutenant 
Lee  and  to  recruit. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  OSBAND, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  T.  Clark,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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NOVEMBER  12,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. 


Report  of  Col.  Wilson  C.  Lemert,  Eighty -sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 


Cumberland  Gap, 
November  13,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

Yesterday,  at  5 a.  m.,  I sent  a train  of  21  wagons  12  miles  out 
the  Virginia  road  for  forage,  with  a guard  of  31  men.  At  10 
a.  m. , learning  that  the  rebels  meditated  an  attack  upon  it,  I went 
out  with  100  cavalry,  arriving  just  in  time  to  witness  the  cap- 
ture of  the  entire  train  and  guard  by  a Confederate  force  under  Cap- 
tains Hurd  and  Dove,  71  strong.  We  charged  them  at  once  with 
the  saber,  completely  routing  them,  recapturing  the  whole  train 
in  good  order;  recovered  all  the  prisoners.  We  killed  3,  wounded  7, 
captured  9 prisoners,  nearly  all  their  small-arms,  and  several  horses. 
Captain  Dove,  commanding  Confederates,  was  mortally  wounded. 
We  pursued  them  10  miles,  scattering  them  in  every  direction.  I 
lost  a fine  horse  ; was  the  only  damage  suffered.  The  Fourth  Bat- 
talion, Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  behaved  very  gallantly,  charging 
finely  under  a brisk  fire,  using  the  saber  exclusively.  Ho  other 
news. 

W.  C.  LEMERT, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


General  Burnside. 


NOVEMBER  14-17,  1863. — Expedition  from  Maysville  to  WMtesburg  and 

Decatur,  Ala. 

Report  of  Maj.  J.  Morris  Young,  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding 

expedition. 

Camp  near  Maysville,  Ala., 

November  18,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  under  orders  from  Col. 
W.  W.  Lowe,  temporarily  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division, 
dated  Hovem her  13,  1863,  instructing  me, to  thoroughly  scour  the 
country  situated  between  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  and 
the  Tennessee  River  from  Whitesburg  to  opposite  Decatur,  and 
drive  out  or  capture  the  marauding  rebel  bands  known  to  be  roving 
over  that  country,  pressing  horses,  mules,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  wheat, 
&c.,  and  running  them  across  the  river  for  Confederate  use  ; to  cap- 
ture and  destroy  all  boats  and  ferries  on  the  river  from  Whitesburg 
to  Decatur  ; to  break  up  or  capture  a band  of  rebels,  supposed  to  be 
encamped  near  the  Tennessee  River,  about  the  mouth  of  Limestone 
Creek,  and  to  destroy  or  render  unserviceable  a grist  and  saw-mill 
in  that  vicinity  and  in  the  service  of  the  rebels,  I left  camp  early  on 
the  morning  of  November  14,  with  detachments  from  the  Fifth  Iowa, 
Fourth  United  States,  Seventy-second  and  Seventeenth  Indiana — in 
all,  400  men,  and  moving  by  a circuitous  route  across  the  mountains, 
leaving  Huntsville  to  the  right,  reached  Whitesburg  at  5 p.  m. , cap- 
turing 2 Confederate  soldiers  after  a lively  chase  of  some  4 miles,  a 
drove  of  29  young,  fat  hogs,  and  the  ferry-boat  which  had  just  come 
over  for  them.  Learning  that  the  island  above  was  used  as  a rendez- 
vous for  captured  stock,  I detached  Lieutenant  McCamant,  Fifth 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  24  men  to  proceed  with  the  ferry-boat  and  search 
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it  thoroughly.  He  returned  about  midnight  with  25  head  of  horses 
and  mules.  The  ferry-boat  was  then  destroyed. 

November  15,  broke  camp  at  daybreak  and  moved  down  the  river 
some  3 or  4 miles  below.  Captain  Bowman,  Fourth  United  States, 
was  detached  with  150  men  to  make  a detour  northward,  by  way  of 
Madison  Station,  down  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  and 
to  secure  a position  in  the  rear  of  Limestone  Creek,  guarding  the 
roads  leading  out  by  way  of  Mooresville  and  the  point  opposite 
Decatur,  on  this  side  the  river ; while  I,  with  the  remaining  com- 
mand, moved  on  down  by  way  of  Triana  to  the  mouth  of  Limestone 
Creek. 

At  Triana,  captured  a sergeant  (Confederate  States  Army),  but 
found  the  ferry-boats  (two  of  them)  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  saw  rebels  apparently  guarding  them  ; also  learned  that  all  boats 
below  were,  by  Confederate  authority,  kept  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  and  sent  to  this  side  only  on  certain  preconcerted  signals. 

Patrolling  the  banks  of  the  river,  a skiff  and  two  canoes  were 
found.  The  detachment  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry  was  called  on 
for  volunteers  to  cross  in  these  and  bring  off  the  ferry-boats.  The 
call  was  almost  unanimously  responded  to.  Quartermaster  Sergt. 
A.  T.  Phelps,  Company  G,  and  11  men  were  selected,  who,  under 
cover  of  25  sharpshooters  selected  from  the  Seventy-second  Indiana, 
dashed  across  and  brought  off  both  the  large  boats  without  loss  or 
accident.  The  information  that  all  the  boats  below  were  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river  and  also  that  a number  were  collected  for 
some  purpose  over  there  and  secreted  up  a creek  some  miles  below, 
necessitated  the  idea  of  organizing  a regular  boat  expedition.  Lieu- 
tenant Cassell,  Company  I,  Seventy-second  Indiana,  and  30  men 
were  selected,  and  with  instructions  to  capture  all  boats  where  it  was 
practicable  and  join  me  with  them  at  the  mouth  of  Limestone  Creek, 
where,  should  we  be  fortunate  enough  to  find  the  enemy,  they  could 
co-operate  in  the  attack  from  the  river  side.  The  boat  party  moved 
out  into  the  stream,  just  beyond  Triana.  The  advance  chased  a 
party  of  15  rebels  several  miles,  but  their  horses  were  too  fleet  for 
ours.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Limestone  [Creek]  I found  no  en- 
emy there  ; communicated  with  Captain  Bowman,  who  was  already 
in  position.  Learned  from  him  that  he  had  chased  a squad  of  rebels 
and  been  fired  on  in  the  rear  by  a small  party,  but  in  both  cases  the 
enemy’s  horses  were  too  fleet.  He  (Captain  Bowman)  also  informed 
me  that  the  day  before  a squad  of  20  and  another  of  60  rebels  had 
passed  down  the  road  and  crossed  over  the  river  to  Decatur.  Shortly 
after  our  arrival  Lieutenant  Cassell  and  party  arrived  with  eight 
boats,  some  of  them  being  60  feet  long.  Having  learned  that  Major 
Falconnet,  with  four  companies  of  rebels,  was  commanding  the  post 
at  Decatur,  I thought  that  with  the  eight  boats  now  in  my  posses- 
sion we  could  attack  the  post  and  bring  off  the  ferry-boat  without 
incurring  too  much  risk ; accordingly,  organized  an  expedition  to 
start  from,  the  mouth  of  Limestone,  which  is  5 miles  above  Decatur, 
two  hours  before  daybreak  the  next  morning.  About  12  midnight 
the  enemy  commenced  throwing  up  rockets,  and  continued  some 
time. 

November  16,  deeming  it  advisable  to  be  cautious  and  reconnoiter 
before  dispatching  the  boat  party,  parties  were  sent  out  in  all  direc- 
tions. At  dawn  the  rebels  opened  on  us  a brisk  fire  of  small-arms 
from  across  the  river.  A party  returning  from  opposite  Decatur 
brought  information  that  two  pieces  of  artillery  could  be  seen  across 
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tlie  river  in  position  and  covering  the  landing.  A prisoner  cap- 
tured by  the  same  party  reported  he  had  been  sent  over  that  morn- 
ing with  a small  party ; that  General  Roddey  had  been  sent  for, 
and  was  to  be  at  Decatur  by  sunrise  ; that  a portion  of  General  Lee’s 
command  had  already  arrived,  and  that  they  had  been  intrenching 
on  the  upper  and  river  side  of  Decatur  since  midnight.  Another 
party  reported  seeing  the  enemy  throwing  up  earth-works. 

Rather  amused  than  otherwise  at  so  unexpectedly  stirring  up  so 
much  trouble  for  the  rebels,  I deemed  it  not  advisable  to  attempt 
just  at  that  time  capturing  that  only  remaining  boat  mentioned  in 
my  instructions,  and  had  the  boats  moved  around  from  under  fire  of 
the  enemy  and  up  Limestone  Creek,  where  they  were  chopped  up 
and  burned. 

Having  destroyed  certain  portions  of  the  machinery  of  the  mill 
referred  to  in  my  instructions,  and  which  I found  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  rebels,  grinding  corn  and  sawing  lumber  to  build  boats,  the 
command  was  divided  into  three  separate  detachments,  and,  with 
instructions  to  concentrate  at  Huntsville,  moved  out  by  diferent 
routes,  leaving  the  rebels  across  the  river  still  shoveling  dirt,  accord- 
ing to  last  accounts. 

We  had  1 man  slightly  wounded.  Ro  means  of  ascertaining  the 
loss,  if  any,  of  the  enemy.  Arriving  at  Huntsville,  the  Fourth 
United  States  reported  having  captured  on  the  way  5 Confederate 
soldiers,  1 of  them  the  notorious  Captain  Robison. 

November  17,  arrived  in  camp  here  about  noon.  The  country 
from  Whitesburg  to  Decatur  is  bottom  lands,  exceedingly  rich,  and  , 
in  a high  state  of  cultivation  ; the  plantations  very  large,  generally 
from  2,000  to  4,000  acres  each.  The  crop  of  corn  is  enormous,  and 
horses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  were  in  abundance  as  I passed 
through.  Many  who  had  their  stock  hid  out  or  run  across  the  river, 
had  just  had  it  returned  or  brought  out,  thinking  the  Yankees  all 
out  of  the  country.  As  the  result  of  the  expedition,  we  captured 
and  destroyed  9 ferry-boats,  9 Confederate  States  soldiers,  one  (sup- 
posed to  be)  a captain,  and  one  a sergeant,  and  remounted  the  com- 
mand with  from  150  to  200  fine  mules  and  horses,  with  a loss  of  1 
man  slightly  wounded. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  MORRIS  YOUNG, 

Major,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Capt.  R.  P.  Kennedy, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 

ADDENDA. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  30,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
report  of  Maj.  J.  M.  Young,  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  of  his  expedition 
through  the  country  situated  between  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad  and  the  Tennessee  River,  between  the  14th  and  17th  instant. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  tender  his  thanks 
to  Major  Young  for  the  brave,  energetic,  and  prudent  manner  in 
which  the  expedition  was  conducted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Brigadier- General,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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NOVEMBER  15,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Pillowville,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  George  E.  Waring,  jr.,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Sixth  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Union  City,  Tenn.,  November  18,  1863. 
On  Sunday,  the  15th  instant,  I sent  out  Captain  Hencke,  Company 
B,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  in  command  of  100  cavalry  to  attack 
a conscripting  party  which  I was  informed  would  be  at  Pillowville, 
33  miles  southeast  of  here,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant. 
He  arrived  there  at  about  10  a.  m. , and  came  upon  the  party,  num- 
bering 34  men.  They  fled  and  he  pursued  them  for  3 miles,  killing 
5 of  the  enemy  and  capturing  3 prisoners,  including  a lieutenant  of 
Faulkner’s  command.  No  loss  on  our  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  WARING,  Jr., 

Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Capt.  J.  Hough, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Colymhus,  Ky. 


NOVEMBER  19,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Meriwether’s  Ferry,  near  Union  City, 

Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Franklin  Moore,  Second  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Union  City,  November  20,  1863. 

I have  just  received  the  following  from  Capt.  F.  Moore,  whom  I 
sent  after  the  rebels,  who  went  to  Hickman.  “We  came,  we  saw, 
we  conquered.” 

November  20,  1863. 

Colonel  Waring, 

Commanding,  Union  City : 

I attacked  the  devils  at  Meriwether’s  Ferry,  at  noon,  yesterday.  I whipped  them 
and  killed  11  men,  and  took  Colonel  Sol.  G.  Street  and  55  men  ; also  one  wagon-load 
of  arms  and  some  horses.  My  loss  none,  except  1 man  wounded. 

Yours,  truly, 

F.  MOORE, 

Captain,  Commanding  Battalion. 

The  cavalry  to  guard  working  party  is  ordered. 

GEORGE  E.  WARING,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Captain  Hough, 

Assistant  AdjutanUGeneral,  Columbus,  Ky. 


NOVEMBER  19,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Mulberry  Gap,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  U.  S.  Army. 

Tazewell,  Tenn., 

November  20,  1863. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  everything  comes  through  in  good 
order.  The  rebel  force  that  was  at  Kingsport  seems  to  have  been 
concentrating  several  days  toward  Cumberland  Gap.  At  Mulberry 
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Gap  and  Sneedville  it  is  reported  that  a considerable  force  was 
crossing  Clinch  River  at  Walker’s  Ford  to-day,  7 miles  above  Sneed- 
ville. That  is  probably  the  force  that  moved  down  toward  Rogers- 
ville.  A small  scouting  party,  under  command  of  Captain  Ham- 
mond, Sixty-fifth  Indiana,  mounted,  charged  through  the  camp 
of  a rebel  regiment  (Sixty-fourth  Virginia),  and  scattered  it  at  Mul- 
berry Gap  last  night,  killing  3,  wounding  1,  capturing  1 prisoner, 
some  horses,  and  arms.  We  now  hold  Mulberry  Gap,  with  small 
force.  There  are  two  rebel  regiments  at  Sneedville.  I expect  to 
move  to  Cumberland  Gap  to-morrow. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Grant. 


NOVEMBER  19,  1863. — Scout  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  HernandoJ  Miss. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  19,  1863. 

Captain  : Colonel  Hawkins,  commanding  the  Seventh  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  has  just  returned  from  an  expedition  south  and  reports  hav- 
ing met  no  force  until  he  arrived  at  Hernando,  where  he  found  a 
picket  of  about  20  men,  who  fled  upon  his  approach.  He  succeeded 
in  killing  1 and  capturing  another.  The  prisoner  has  been  sent  to 
Irving  prison.  From  the  best  information  obtained  he  thinks  there 
are  about  three  small  companies,  probably  100  men  in  all,  encamped 
at  the  ford  on  Coldwater,  6 miles  south  of  Hernando.  He  could 
learn  nothing  of  any  other  force  this  side  of  the  Tallahatchie,  except 
such  information  as  was  brought  by  the  old  men  and  ladies  from 
Grenada,  whom  the  general  commanding  saw  this  morning.  Colo- 
nel Hawkins  reports  a great  many  people  upon  the  roads,  especially 
ladies. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


B. 


Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


H.  GRIERSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


NOVEMBER  21,  1863. — Expedition  from  Island  No.  10  to  Tiptonville, 

Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Rufus  S.  Benson,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Island  No.  10,  Tenn.,  November  22,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders, 
No.  284,  extract  2,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  November,  1863,  I 
proceeded  with  30  men  of  my  command  on  the  steamer  O’Brien  to 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Harding,  commanding 
that  post. 
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Colonel  Harding  furnislied  50  additional  men,  and  the  expeditionj 
now  under  the  command  of  Captain  Schmitz,  Company  B,  Twenty- 
fifth  Missouri  Infantry,  started  for  Tiptonville.  On  our  way  to  that 
place  we  destroyed  two  boats,  and  at  Beckham’s  Landing,  Tenn., 
seized  5 barrels  of  salt.  We  approached  the  town  as  quietly  as  pos^ 
sible,  and  had  it  not  been  for  a man  who,  standing  on  the  river  bank, 
discovered  our  approach  and  gave  the  alarm,  we  should  have  suc- 
ceeded either  in  killing  or  capturing  a party  of  guerrillas.  As  it  was, 
landing  and  making  our  way  into  town  as  soon  as  possible,  we  had 
the  mortification  of  seeing  the  party,  all  on  horseback,  disappearing 
round  a bend  in  the  road  about  200  yards  distant.  A volley  of  bul- 
lets was  sent  after  them,  with  the  effect  of  killing  1 horse  and  wound- 
ing 1 man. 

There  were  in  the  place  two  stores  which,  having  been  in  the 
habit  of  dealing  in  contraband  of  war.  Captain  Schmitz  determined 
to  confiscate  their  contents,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
articles  they  contained  placed  on  the  steamer  O’Brien,  which  we 
then  sent  to  Hew  Madrid,  having  determined  to  proceed  to  Island 
Ho.  10  by  land  through  Hew  Madrid  Bend.  We  remained  all  night 
in  Tiptonville  without  being  disturbed,  and  next  morning  marched 
unopposed  to  the  landing  opposite  Island  Ho.  10.  We  saw  not' a 
single  armed  man  on  our  march.  The  O’Brien  having  arrived  at 
the  island  early  in  the  morning,  went  immediately  on  board,  and, 
landing  myself  and  men  on  the  island,  proceeded  to  Hew  Madrid 
with  Captain  Schmitz  and  his  party.  The  salt  and  articles  taken 
from  the  stores  in  Tiptonville  were  left  at  Hew  Madrid.  I seized  one 
mule  in  the  bend  and  brought  it  to  the  island  to  make  out  the  num- 
ber I had  been  ordered  to  seize  heretofore. 

At  the  time  I made  my  former  report,  I supposed  12  mules  had 
been  seized,  but  I was  mistaken;  there  were  11.  The  man  who  noti- 
fied the  guerrillas  of  our  approach  is  in  our  hands,  and  will  be  sent 
to  Columbus.  Colonel  Harding  expressed  a willingness  to  furnish 
us  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  whenever  called  upon. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R S.  BEHSOH, 

Captain  Company  iJ,  Thirty -second  loiva  Infantry. 

Capt.  J.  Hough, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.- 


NOVEMBER  21-22,  1863.— Scout  from  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfe,  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  November  22,  1863. 

' Captain:  Having  received  information  that  a body  of  rebels,  under 
the  command  of  General  [Colonel]  Faulkner,  were  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ripley,  some  25  miles  from  this  post,  I accordingly  ordered  out  a scout 
in  that  direction,  consisting  of  125  men  (all  my  effective  mounted 
force).  The  force  left  at  7 p.  m.  yesterday  evening,  and  have  just 
now  returned  (4  p.  m.).  Capt.  J.  W.  McCowick,  commanding,  re- 
ports that  the  enemy  are  encamped  near  Woodville,  and  are  from 
700  to  800  strong  ; mostly  well  armed. 
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Five  prisoners,  belonging  to  Faulkner’s  command,  were  brought 
3 of  whom  were  captured  while  on  picket  duty,  and  finding  the 
enemy  in'  too  large  force.  Captain  McCowick  returned  without 
making  any  further  demonstration.  Faulkner  is  conscripting  and 
filling  up  his  command  rapidly,  and  by  the  end  of  the  present  week 
will  have  collected  together  probably  2,000  or  more  men. 

I take  occasion  again  to  respectfully,  ask  that  the  cavalry  force  at 
this  post  be  increased. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  H.  WOLFE, 

Colonel  Fifty -second  Indiana  Infty.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Post. 

Capt.  John  Hough, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


NOVEMBER  22,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Camp  Davies,  Miss. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  D.  Stevenson,  U.  S.  Army. 

Corinth,  Miss., 
November  22,  1863. 

A force  of  enemy,  150  strong,  under  Ham,  appearing  on  Ripley 
road,  5 miles  from  Camp  Davies,  were  attacked  by  Major  Cramer, 
First  Alabama  Cavalry,  with  70  men,  and  after  a sharp  fight  were 
driven  in  confusion  in  direction  of  Rienzi.  Enemy’s  loss,  4 known 
to  be  killed.  Our  loss,  2 severely  wounded. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Hurlbut. 


NOVEMBER  24,  26,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  and  near  Sparta,  Tenn. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  P.  Broiunlow,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  First  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Sparta,  November  25,  1863. 

Colonel  ; I entered  this  place  yesterday  on  three  different  roads, 
and  had  a skirmish  on  each  road.  I whipped  Colonel  Murray’s  force, 
killing  1,  wounding  2,  and  capturing  10  men,  with  them  1 of  Champ 
Ferguson’s  lieutenants.  I have  also  captured  several  horses  and 
arms,  and  destroyed  some  ammunition.  I have  sent  dispatches  to 
Washington  and  Pikeville.  It  will  be  impossible  to  hear,  from 
Washington  before  Saturday. 

Colonel  Murray  has  sent  for  the  forces  under  Hughs,  Hamilton, 
Daugherty,  Ferguson,  and  others,  who  will  probably  attack  me  to- 
morrow night.  I will  give  them  hell  if  they  come,  although  their 
force  is  largely  superior  to  my  own. 

I would  like  if  you  would  send  me  20  men  of  the  Second  Michi- 
gan, with  their  six-shooters,  and  the  remainder  of  my  own  regiment. 
I can  then  hold  my  own  against  any  force.  Have  Major  Dyer  to 
send  me  the  ammunition  of  the  dismounted  men  in  camp,  as  I proba.- 
bly  will  need  it. 
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If  you  send  me  more  men  have  them  start  early,  and  not  stop  until 
they  reach  this  place,  as  it  will  he  dangerous  for  a small  force  to 
camp  on  the  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  P.  BROWNLOW, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  A.  P.  Campbell, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 

I have  just  learned  that  Farley  is  collecting  a force  of  soldiers  and 
citizens,  to  join  Hughs. 


[Indorsements.  ] 

They  forded  with  their  horses  by  swimming  15  feet. 

A.  P.  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  General  Elliott. 

The  man  at  the  ferry  says  he  is  afraid  the  enemy  will  cut  his  ferry 
loose  to-night.  I sent  100  men  from  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry 
to-night  before  dark.  They  will  be  at  the  ferry  in  the  morning. 
Advise  me  what  to  do  further  by  my  orderly,  and  I will  await  fur- 
ther orders. 

A.  P.  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 
Alexandria,  Tenn.,  November  26,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  for  the  information  of  Colonel  McCook,  com- 
manding First  Division. 

The  general  commanding  directed  the  detachment  to  be  sent  to  the 
ferry,  and  a re-enforcement  of  100  men,  in  addition,  to  be  sent  to 
Colonel  Brownlow.  This  communication  to  be  returned. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Elliott  : 

J.  E.  JACOBS, 
Assistant  Adjidant-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Sparta,  Tenn.,  November  27,  1863. 

Colonel  : I received  your  dispatch  at  2 a.  m.  My  scouts  had  a 
skirmish  with  the  rebels  yesterday  within  2 miles  of  their  camp, 
capturing  4 and  killing  2.  I have  had  2 men  slightly  wounded.  I 
also  destroyed  their  salt-works,  which  were  A^ery  extensive.  Within 
4 miles  of  this  place  there  are  six  fine  merchant  mills,  and  Avithin 
10  miles  there  are  fourteen.  The  rebels  are  threatening  to  burn 
them,  but  I can  easily  prevent  it.  The  road  is  in  A^ery  fine  condi- 
tion. 

Very  respectfully,  yomr  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  P.  BROWNLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comma7iding, 

Col.  A.  P.  Campbell, 

Commanding  First  Brigade, 
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NOVEMBER  27,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Monticello,  Ky. 

Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Hughs,  Tiventy -fifth  Tennessee  Infantry 
{Confederate) , including  skirmishes  near  Sparta,  Tenn.,  Novem- 
ber 30;  at  Scottsville,  Ky.,  December  8,  and  near  Livingston, 
Tenn.,  December  15. 

Dalton,  Ga.,  April  28,  1864. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
my  operations  in  Middle  Tennessee.* 

On  the  27th  November  I attacked  Monticello,  Ky.,  with  149  men, 
and  captured  the  town  with  its  entire  garrison,  numbering  153  offi- 
cers and  men,  with  but  little  stores  of  any  kind.  The  prisoners  were 
paroled  on  the  spot.  In  this  affair  Major  Bledsoe,  of  the  Fourth 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  was  severely  wounded  by  accident. 

On  the  30th  November,  a fight  occurred  between  the  rear  guard 
of  my  command,  under  Capt.  R.  H.  Bledsoe,  and  a party  of  Colonel 
Brownlow’s  (Tennessee)  regiment.  For  the  numbers  engaged  the 
fighting  was  very  severe.  The  enetny  lost  13  killed,  8 wounded,  and 
7 captured.  My  loss,  5 killed. 

On  the  8th  December  I attacked,  with  about  200  men,  Scottsville, 
Ky..,  capturing  the  place  with  its  garrison,  composed  of  Captain 
Gilliam’s  company  of  the  Fifty-second  Kentucky  Regiment,  num- 
bering 86  men,  and  a considerable  quantity  of  quartermaster  and 
commissary  stores,  together  with  about  500  stand  of  small-arms 
and  several  hundred  saddles,  bridles,  &c.  The  prisoners  were  pa- 
roled. My  loss,  1 killed. 

On  the  15tb  December,  near  Livingston,  Tenn.,  I attacked,  with  a 
portion  of  my  command,  numbering  less  than  100,  a detachment  of 
the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry  [Cavalry],  numbering 
250  men,  under  Major  Hurt,  and  succeeded  in  whipping  and  driving 
them  out  of  the  State,  a distance  of  18  miles,  killing  and  wounding 
several  and  capturing  6.  My  loss,  2 wounded,  f 
V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  HUGHS. 


NOVEMBER  27, 1863. — Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Ky. 

Report  of  Col.  Cicero  Maxivell,  Tiventy -sixth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Southwest  Kentucky, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  December  2,  1863. 

Captain  ; Yesterday  I received  report  from  Colonel  Murray,  Third 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  commanding  at  Hopkinsville,  that  a few  days 
since  Lieutenant  Brunner  and  17  men  of  the  Third,  in  a stockade  at 
La  Fayette,  Christian  County,  were  attacked  by  the  rebel  Hawkins 
with  largely  over  100  men,  and  after  an  obstinate  contest  and  after 
robbing  several  stores,  which  Brunner  could  not  protect  from  his 
stockade,  the  rebels  retired,  losing  3 killed  and  7 wounded,  4 mor- 
tally, Brunner  losing  none. 

Hawkins,  after  leaving  La  Fayette,  went  in  the  direction  of  Can- 
ton, stealing  all  the  horses  he  could  find,  pursued  by  Colonel  Mur- 

* Portion  here  omitted  is  printed  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  II,  p.  646. 

t Portion  here  omitted  relates  to  operations  in  Middle  and  East  Tennessee  from 
January  to  April,  1864,  and  will  appear  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII, 
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ray  ; and  the  colonel  says  but  for  the  treachery  of  one  Captain  Cox, 
of  the  steam-boat  Duke,  who  used  his  boat  to  ferry  the  rebels  over 
the  Cumberland  River,  he  (Colon.el  Murray)  would  have  overtaken 
Hawkins  at  the  river,  as  he  was  only  an  hour  or  so  behind  him. 

Lieutenant  Brunner  and  his  little  band  deserve  great  credit  for 
their  gallant  and  successful  defense  against  such  great  odds. 

Very  respectfully, 

CICERO  MAXWELL, 

Colonel  Ky.  Vols.,  Comdy.  Southwestern  Kentucky. 

Capt.  A.  C.  Semple, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  28-DEGEMBER  10,  1863. — Operations  against  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee. 

SXJMJMiARY  OF  THE  ERI]SrCIEALL  EVENTS. 

Nov.  28,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Molino,  Miss. 

Dec.  1, 1863. — Skirmish  at  Ripley,  Miss. 

2. 1863.  — Descent  on  Saulsbury,  Tenn. 

3-4, 1863. — Action  at  Wolf  River  Bridge,  near  Moscow,  Tenn. 

4. 1863.  — Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Tenn. 

Affair  at  Ripley,  Miss.  , 

EEFOETS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps,  with  complimentary  orders. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Di- 
vision. 

No.  3. — Col.  John  K.  Mizner,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  4. — Col.  Edward  Hatch,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 
No.  5. — Col.  Frank  A.  Kendrick,  Second  West  Tennessee  Infantry,  African  Descent. 
No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Trafton,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 

No.  7. — Col.  Fielding  Hurst,  Sixth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

No.  8. — General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  9. — Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  with  complimeiitary  orders. 

Memphis,  December  3,  1863. 
(Received  Chattanooga,  5th.) 

The  enemy,  under  Lee,  Forrest,  and  Ferguson,  broke  into  Sauls- 
bury yesterday.  We  had  no  troops  there.  They  destroyed  track 
and  bent  rails.  It  will  take  twenty-four  hours  to  repair.  Miz- 
ner fell  back  to  Pocahontas  against  orders,  and  left  this  gap  open. 
Hatch  is  following  their  main  body,  which  is  retreating  south  by 
Holly  Springs.  Forrest  escaped  north  with  about  500  men.  We 
have  lost  no  men  nor  trains,  and  have,  so  far,  40  prisoners.  I can- 
not learn  with  certainty  of  any  infantry  below  this  cavalry  move- 
ment. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General 


Major-General  Sherman. 
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Memphis,  Tenn.,  December  5,  1863. 


The  enemy,  about  3.000  strong,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  under 
Lee  and  Chalmers,  struck  La  Fayette  and  Moscow  yesterday  at  1 p. 
m.  They  were  met  at  Moscow  by  Col.  E.  Hatch,  who,  after  a sharp 
conflict,  drove  them  4 miles,  and  again  engaged  them.  They  re- 
treated to  Mount  Pleasant,  and  have  gone  this  morning.  We  lost  4 
killed  and  11  wounded  and  25  captured.  The  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry 
lost  125  horses  and  equipments.  Full  particulars  not  received.  Col- 
onel Hatch  severely  wounded.  The  line  is  open  to-day.  Loring's 
division  of  infantry  is  at  Okolona,  so  reported.  Roddey,  at  Court- 
land.  Two  regiments  north  of  the  river.  Bell,  at  Trenton,  with  2, 500 
men,  looking  toward  Paducah, 

Tuttle’s  division  is  lying  east  of  La  Grange  ready  to  concentrate  in 
Corinth,  if  required,  and  I shall  keep  them  until  my  rolling-stock 
can  be  worked  in. 

If  Dodge  is  not  much  wanted  at  Pulaski,  he  would  do  great  serv- 
ice by  moving  on  Okolona  and  Columbus,  via  Tuscumbia. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 

Major-General  Sherman. 


Memphis, 
December  7,  1863. 

The  affair  at  Moscow  the  other  day  was  more  spirited  than 
I thought.  The  negro  regiment  behaved  splendidly.  Our  loss 
is  7 killed  and  about  40  horses — 10  captured.  We  have  captured  in 
the  movement  54  prisoners  ; buried  "30.  The  entire  loss  of  the  en- 
emy cannot  be  less  than  150.  Forrest  is  gathering  the  guerrillas  to- 
gether at  Jackson.  I shall  move  on  him  from  Columbus  and  Mos- 
cow simultaneously. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 

Major-General  Sherman,  through 

Major-General  Grant. 


General  Orders,  { Hdqrs.  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ho.  173.  ^ Memphis,  Tenn.,  December  17,  1863. 

The  recent  affair  at  Moscow,  Tenn.,  has  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  colored  troops,  properly  disciplined  and  commanded,  can  and 
will  fight  well,  and  the  general  commanding  corps  deems  it  to  be 
due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Second  Regiment  West  Tennessee 
Infantry,  of  African  descent,  thus  publicly  to  return  his  personal 
thanks  for  their  gallant  and  successful  defense  of  the  important 
position  to  which  they  had  been  assigned,  and  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  in  ele- 
vating the  rank  and  file  of  these  regiments  to  the  position  of  f reed- 
men  and  soldiers. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut : 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


37  R R— VOL  XXXI,  PT  I 


578  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENNc,  MISS.,  IN'.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 

No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Arrrty,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Division."^ 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  24,  1864. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  2%,  from  headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  dated 
November  24,  1863,  I ordered  the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hatch  to  move  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  November  by  separate 
columns  north  of  the  railroad,  sweeping  round  and  assembling  on 
Somerville,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  taking  up  of  the  mate- 
rial on  the  Somerville  Branch  Railroad.  At  the  same  time  I ordered 
the  brigade  of  Colonel  Mizner  to  move  south  from  Corinth  as  far  as 
was  safe  without  risking  his  command. 

Colonel  Mizner  moved  south  about  40  miles,  when  he  captured  a 
number  of  the  enemy,  and  ascertained  that  they  were  moving  north 
in  large  force,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  rail- 
road. Having  received  this  information,  agreeable  to  instructions 
from  the  major-general  commanding,  I immediately  sent  couriers  to 
Colonel  Hatch  with  orders  to  move  as  quickly  as  possible  with  his 
brigade  to  La  Grange.  The  enemy’s  advance  were  met  by  Colonel 
Mizner  and  several  times  repulsed.  They,  however,  overpowered 
and  drove  him  back  to  Pocahontas,  when  they  moved  south,  proba- 
bly as  a feint,  and  taking  another  road  moved  upon  Saufebury. 
Colonel  Hatch  arrived  at  La  Grange,  and  was  immediately  ordered 
to  move  east  along  the  railroad,  scouting  south  toward  Ripley.  He 
met  the  enemy  at  Saulsbury,  after  they  had  succeeded  in  destroying 
the  railroad  at  that  point ; and  starting  a portion  of  {heir  command 
north.  Colonel  Hatch  fought  and  drove  the  remainder  of  the  enemy 
some  distance  south  and  returned  with  his  command  to  La  Grange. 

The  next  morning  I sent  scouts  south,  and  information  was  soon 
obtained  that  the  enemy  were  moving  west,  evidently  with  the  inten- 
tion of  again  attacking  the  railroad.  I immediately  ordered  Colonel 
Hatch  to  move  west  with  his  command.  He  arrived  at  Moscow 
simultaneously  with  the  enemy.  Here  a brief,  but  severe,  engage- 
ment ensued,  in  which  Colonel  Hatch  was  severely  wounded.  The 
enemy  were,  however,  repulsed,  and  moved  south.  Their  loss  was 
probably  over  100  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  they  having 
left  26  dead  upon  the  field.  Our  loss  was  4 killed  and  19  wounded. 
I beg  leave,  in  connection  with  this  engagement,  to  bear  witness  to 
the  bravery  displayed  by  the  colored  regiment  under  Col.  Frank 
' Kendrick,  stationed  at  this  point. 

The  enemy  having  moved  south  of  the  Tallahatchie,  my  command 
renewed  their  former  status  upon  the  line  of  the  railroad.  The 
force  of  the  enemy,  which  had  moved  north  from  Saulsbury,  proved 
to  be  about  1,500  strong,  under  General  Forrest,  who  had  come 
north  of  the  road  for  the  purpose  of  conscripting  in  West  Tennes- 
see, f 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  GRIERSON, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Harris,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


* See  also  Grierson’s  dispatches  in  Part  III. 
f For  portion  of  report  here  omitted,  see  p.  607. 
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No.  3. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  K.  Mizner,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

Ruckersville,  December  1,  18G3 — 4 p.  m. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 

The  enemy  in  full  force,  not  less  than  6,000,  is  making  for  Poca- 
hontas. He  has  pressed  me  very  hard  to  this  point,  where  I have 
finally  checked  their  advance.  One  of  my  columns  has  been  falling 
back  on  the  Middleton  road  and  find  the  enemy  pursuing  with  a much 
smaller  force,  showing  the  main  column  making  for  Pocahontas. 
I will  hold  every  inch  possible,  but  they  must  be  prepared  for  heavy 
work  at  Pocahontas  to-morrow. 

J.  K.  MIZNER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Corinth,  Miss.,  December  15,  1863. 

Captain  : I herewith  submit  a report  of  the  operations  of  the  First 
Cavalry  Brigade,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  296,  from  head- 
quarters Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  of  November  24,  1863  : * 

I left  Corinth  at  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  with 
about  900  men,  consisting  of  400  from  Third  Michigan,  300  from 
Seventh  Kansas,  and  200  from  First  Alabama.  Marched  31  miles 
and  encamped  3 miles  south  of  Blackland.  Believing  that  no  force 
of  the  enemy  were  nearer  than  Okolona,  except  a regiment  at  Ches- 
terville,  I moved  through  Carrollville  to  Ellistown.  This  gave  me  a 
position  from  which  I could  scout  a greater  number  of  roads  leading 
toward  points  which  the  enemy  might  occupy,  and  securing  a better 
line  of  retreat  if  encountering  a superior  force,  which  I had  reason 
to  expect,  as  the  enemy  were  reported  from  8,000  to  12,000  strong  at 
Okolona  and  vicinity,  preparing  to  move  north.  At  Ellistown  I 
captured  a rebel  officer  and  10  men  engaged  in  conscripting.  I moved 
6 miles  south  on  Chesterville  road  and  halted  to  feed.  Here  several 
rebel  officers  and  men  rode  unsuspectingly  into  my  camp  and  were 
made  prisoners,  expressing  their  surprise  at  finding  us  there  and  re- 
porting much  of  their  cavalry  north  of  us. 

At  this  point  I also  learned  that  Lee  had  moved  with  a heavy  force 
from  Okolona  to  Pontotoc,  on  his  way  north.  Also,  capturing  one  of 
Lee’s  command  who  left  him  8 miles  north  of  Pontotoc  at  noon, 
moving  toward  New  Albany.  I therefore  moved  to  a safer  position 
near  Molino,  from  which  I could  better  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  and  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  28th,  when,  it  being 
necessary  for  me  to  change  my  position,  both  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
ignorance  of  my  whereabouts  and  to  obtain  forage,  I moved  toward 
Dumas  post-office.  Soon  after  leaving  camp,  I was  attacked  in  rear 
by  a regiment  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  I dispersed  with  a loss 
to  them  of  8 killed  and  17  wounded,  and  no  casualties  in  my  com- 
mand. Scouted  the  roads  toward  New  Albany  and  camped  for  the 
night  5 miles  south  of  Ripley,  which  place,  I was  satisfied,  would 
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be  a point  on  their  line  of  march,  and  also,  being  a central  point  in 
front  of  our  lines,  made  it  an  excellent  position  for  observation. 
Having  up  to  this  time  captured  35  prisoners,  which  were  becoming 
a burden,  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  being  miserably  mounted 
and  wholly  unequal  to  expected  marches,  were  ordered  to  Corinth 
with  the  prisoners. 

No  enemy  being  encountered  by  my  scouts,  I moved  south  on  New 
Albany  road  as  far  as  Orizaba,  where  I sent  scouts  south,  southeast, 
and  southwest,  one  of  which  captured  at  about  noon  a lieutenant  and 
private  with  a pass  from  N ew  Albany  dated  the  same  morning.  From 
these  prisoners  and  other  sources  I learned  that  the  rebel  Generals 
Forrest,  Lee,  Ferguson,  Chalmers,  and  Richardson  were  at  New 
Albany,  with  a force  of  6,000,  preparing  six  days’  cooked  rations  for 
a raid  north.  I also  learned  that,  on  receipt  of  information  by  the 
’enemy  at  New  Albany  of  my  moving  north  from  Ellistown  on  Rip- 
ley road,  Ferguson’s  brigade  broke  camp  at  mxidnight  of  the  27th  and 
moved  toward  Ripley  to  intercept  my  retreat,  but  on  reaching 
Orizaba  he  learned  that  I had  moved  from  Molino  east  toward  Black- 
land,  and  consequently  returned  to  New  Albany. 

On  the  28th,  about  3 p.  m.,  I moved  north  again  to  within  3 miles 
of  Ripley,  where,  finding  forage,  I camx)ed  at  Parmer’s  until  3 a.  m. 
of  the  30th,  then  moved  into  Rix:>ley,  taking  position  on  the  north 
side  of  town,  scouting  southward,  so  as  to  intersect  all  roads  leading 
north  from  New  Albany.  No  enemy  ax^pearing  during  the  day,  I 
moved  north  a short  distance  to  procure  forage,  and  encamped  for  the 
night,  leaving  a small  force  in  Ripley. 

December  1,  moved  to  Ripley,  continued  scouting,  and,  having 
pushed  the  Third  Illinois  Cavalry  (which  had  joined  me  the  evening 
previous)  well  south  on  the  New  Albany  road,  they  struck  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  at  about  10  a.  m.,  5 miles  south  of  Ripley. 
While  the  Third  Illinois  were  falling  back  before  the  enemy,  I dis- 
posed my  command  as  follows  to  receive  him  : The  Third  Michigan 
on  the  Pocahontas  road,  the  Seventh  Kansas  on  the  Middleton  road, 
and  sent  instructions  to  the  Third  Illinois  to  fall  back  on  the  Sauls- 
bury  road  to  the  intersection  of  the  Middleton,  where  they  would 
join  the  Seventh  Kansas,  communication  to  be  kept  up  between 
these  forces  by  cross-roads  in  rear,  and  so  soon  as  the  enemy  relin- 
quished the  pursuit  on  either  road  this  force  should  re-enforce  the 
party  sustaining  the  main  attack. 

The  enemy  struck  my  first  position  with  overwhelming  force,  ad- 
vancing in  three  columns,  one  in  the  road  dismounted  and  one  on 
either  flank  mounted,  rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  my  dis- 
mounted men  to  regain  their  horses.  The  enemy  soon  gave  up  his 
pursuit  on  all  roads  save  the  Pocahontas,  on  which  he  massed  his 
columns  and  pushed  irresistibly  forward,  driving  the  Third  Michi- 
gan before  him,  then  only  about  350  strong,  at  a rapid  walk,  con- 
stantly forming  from  one  to  two  squadrons  on  selected  positions,  with 
intervals  usually  not  to  exceed  200  yards,  to  check  him.  Every  avail- 
able position  was  taken  and  determinedly  held  to  the  last  possible 
moment,  and  a constant  and  scathing  fire  poured  in  upon  the  ad- 
vancing enemy  and  continued,  occasionally  checking  his  advance  for 
a moment,  until  within  about  a mile  of  Ruckersville,  where,  taking 
a very  favorable  position,  his  farther  advance  was  finally  checked  at 
sunset,  when  the  enemy  retired.  In  consequence  of  the  numbers  of 
parallel  and  cross-roads,  I thought  it  x^riident  to  fall  back,  under 
cover  of  the  night,  to  the  vicinity  of  Jonesborough,  and  camped  for 
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the  night.  The  enemy  reliiiquisliing  the  piii*.suit  (jii  other  roads  west 
and  pursuing  me  so  far  on  this  one,  it  was  believed  tliat  lie  designed 
to  attack  Pocahontas.  At  an  early  hour  on  the  following  morning  I 
accordingly  moved  back  and  took  up  i)osition  near  Kuckersville, 
sending  a patrol  forward  to  feel  the  enemy. 

After  waiting  a reasonable  time  and  the  enemy  not  apj^earing  on 
the  main  road,  and  hearing  of  him  on  my  right  flank,  I moved  back 
toward  Pocahontas,  near  which  place  I received  the  rej)ort  of  my 
patrol  informing  me  that  the  enemy  had  returned  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Ripley  and  moved  west.  The  movements,  advance,  and  all 
information  gained  of  the  enemy  were  reported  from  time  to  time  to 
the  major-general  commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  and  to  com- 
manders along  the  line. 

The  Seventh  Kansas  and  Third  Illinois  joined  me  at  Pocahontas, 
where  I received  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  to  refit 
my  command  and  open  communication  with  Colonel  Hatch,  sup- 
posed to  be  moving  from  La  Grange  to  Ruckersville.  Colonel  Hatch 
with  his  brigade,  and  General  Tuttle  with  a force  of  infantry,  were 
found  to  be  at  Middleton,  where  I communicated  to  them  all  infor- 
mation I had  of  the  enemy.  On  the  following  morning  I was  in- 
structed by  General  Tuttle  to  hold  Pocahontas  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  Colonel  Geddes’  command,  who  was  ordered  west  by  rail 
to  join  General  Tuttle  near  Saulsbury.  Colonel  Gleddes  returned  at 
an  early  hour  of  the  afternoon  bringing  information  that  the  enemy 
had  been  dispersed  near  Saulsbury  and  his  main  force  was  retreating 
south.  Upon  this  information  coming  direct  from  the  front,  I moved 
south  to  intercept  him ; reached  the  vicinity  of  Ripley  at  11  p.  m.  ; 
spent  the  night  in  examining  roads,  and  found  that  no  enemy  had 
retreated  in  that  direction.  I remained  until  near  noon  to  rest  and 
feed,  when,  being  fully  satisfied  that  the  enemy  were  all  still  north 
of  me,  moved  out  on  Saulsbury  road,  camped  8 miles  south  of  that 
place,  and  moved  into  La  Grange  on  the  6th  instant. 

From'  this  time  I was  employed  in  scouting  along  the  line  of  the 
railroad,  returning  to  camp  on  the  10th  instant,  after  an  absence  of 
fifteen  days. 

The  general  result  of  this  expedition  was  a thorough  scouting  of 
the  entire  front  from  Corinth  to  La  Grange,  discovering  and  report- 
ing the  movements  and  strength  of  the  enemy,  engaging  him  twice, 
killing  8 and  wounding  17,  capturing  50  prisoners,  with  a loss  of  2 
killed  and  Major  Jenkins  and  5 or  6 enlisted  men  wounded  slightly. 

But  few  horses  were  found  in  the  country,  which  were  taken  to 
mount  prisoners  and  were  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  Cor- 
inth ; most  of  them  were  unfit  for  cavalry  service.  A triplicate  list 
of  prisoners  of  war  has  been  forwarded,  and  I inclose  herewith  a list 
of  casualties.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MIZNER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Woodward, 

Assistant  Adyatant- General. 

* Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  : Third  Michigan  Cavalry:  Killed,  2 : wounded,  3 ; 
prisoner,  1 ; total,  6.  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry : Wounded,  1.  Grand  total,  7. 
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Saulsbury  Road,  Nine  Miles  North  of  Ripley, 

December  4,  I860 — 3 p.  m. 

Sir:  Yoiir  dispatcli  of  the  3d  instant  jnst  received.  I left  Poca- 
hontas at  3. 30  p.  m.  yesterday,  moving  south  to  intercept  rebels  said 
to  be  retreating.  I arrived  4 miles  north  of  Ripley  at  Up.  m.,  and 
after  a careful  examination  of  roads  found  that  no  rebels  had  passed 
south.  Camped  at  3 this  morning.  Sent  cavalry  into  Ripley  at 
daylight,  capturing  9 prisoners  and  a wagon-load  of  ammunition, 
which  they  were  guarding. 

At  Ripley  I learned  that  Ferguson  and  Chalmers,  after  the  fight 
on  the  1st  instant,  returned  to  neighborhood  of  Ripley,  camped  for 
the  night,  and  moved  on  the  2d  north,  on  Saulsbury  road,  their 
strength  about  3,000  men  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Forrest  and 
Lee,  with  a force  of  about  4,000,  moved  north  from  New  Albany, 
leaving  Ripley  to  the  right.  Information  derived  from  all  prisoners, 
citizens,  and  every  other  source,  agree  that  the  rebel  generals  For- 
rest, Lee,  Ferguson,  and  Chalmers,  with  a force  in  all  about  7,000, 
moved  north  from  New  Albany  en  route  for  West  Tennessee.  None 
have  returned  on  this  road  or  by  any  route  east  of  this. 

I have  been  absent  nine  days  from  Corinth,  have  been  7 miles 
south  of  Ellistown,  have  had  two  engagements  with  the  enemy,  the 
first  on  the  28th  uRinio  with  Richardson,  a little  north  of  Ellistown, 
in  which  the  enemy  lost  8 killed  and  17  wounded  ; the  other  occurred 
on  the  2d  instant  on  the  Ripley  and  Ruckersville  road,  in  which,  with 
350  of  the  Third  Michigan,  I fought  Ferguson’s  and  Chalmers’  com- 
mands for  three  hours,  though  compelled  to  fall  back  finally. 
Checked  the  rebel  advance  a mile  south  of  Ruckersville.  Enemy’s 
loss  variously  stated,  but  unknown  to  me.  I have  taken  54  prisoners. 
Lost  2 killed,  and  Major  Jenkins  and  a few  enlisted  men  slightly 
wounded.  My  Avhole  strength  present  is  42  commissioned  officers, 
540  enlisted  men,  and  3 howitzers. 

From  sickness,  after  long  exposure  and  loss  of  horses,  I have  sent 
about  60  men  to  Corinth,  also  30  men  sent  as  escort  to  prisoners. 
The  horses  of  the  First  Alabama,  only  200  in  all,  were  so  poor  that 
I was  obliged  to  order  them  back  to  Corinth.  The  Sixth  Tennessee 
has  but  350  horses,  and  I understand  are  at  Grand  Junction.  Not 
one  of  my  command  has  been  captured  by  the  enemy.  At  least  800 
horses  will  be  required  to  mount  my  brigade  as  shown  by  my  last 
tri-monthly.  As  my  men  and  animals  are  greatly  exhausted,  I will 
camp  at  Pegram’s,  10  miles  north  of  this  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MIZNER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Grierson. 

No.  4. 

Bejjort  of  Col.  Edivard  Hatch,  Second  loiva.  Cavalry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Cay.  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Collierville,  Tenn.,  December  10,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  I moved  with  my  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  Seventh 
Illinois  Cavalry,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  November  ultimo,  at 
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daylight.  Crossing  Wolf  River  near  Germantown  we  iiKjved  in  tlie 
(lirection  of  Covington,  which  place  we  reached  on  the  28th  without 
meeting  any  obstacle. 

Upon  receiving  information  that  Quinn  and  Sherrar’s  flouring 
mill  on  the  Loosahatchie  was  keeping  guerrillas,  I burned  it. 

From  Covington  we  marched  to  Stanton's  Depot,  about  12  miles 
north  of  Somerville,  thence  to  the  latter  place,  which  we  reached  on 
the  2d  instant. 

During  the  entire  expedition,  which  occupied  six  days,  we  saw  no 
enemy,  .except  small  squads,  which  fled  at  our  approach. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  was  about  300  head  of  horses  and 
mules,  and  12  or  15  prisoners. 

I am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 

Colonel  Second  loiva  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Grierson. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  Frank  A.  Kendrick,  Second  West  Tennessee  Infan- 
try {African  Descent). 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Corinth,  3Iiss.,  December  12,  1803. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain  : I herewith  inclose  the  oflicial  report  of  Col.  Frank  A. 
Kendrick,  Second  Regiment  West  Tennessee  Infantry  (African  De- 
scent), of  the  part  taken  by  himself  and  command  in  the  engagement 
with  the  rebel  forces  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  at  Wolf  River 
Bridge,  near  Moscow,  Tenn. , on  the  3d  and  4th  instant.  I specially 
commend  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding  general  Colonel  Ken- 
drick and  the  several  officers  mentioned  in  his  report,  and  also  the 
soldierly  qualities  evinced  by  the  Second  West  Tennessee  Infantry, 
(African  Descent)  in  this  their  first  encounter  with  the  enemy. 

I am,  respectfully, 

JNO.  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regt.  West  Tenn.  Infantrat,  A.  D., 

3Ioscoiu,  Tenn.,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  regiment  on  the  3d  and  4th  of  December,  1863  : 

Since  it  became  known  to  me  that  the  road  was  threatened  by  a 
considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  I have  taken  every  precaution  to 
guard  my  position  against  surprise.  To  this  end  the  wmgon  bridge 
across  Wolf  River,  on  the  main  Collierville  road,  about  300  yards 
southwest  from  my  camp,  being  the  most  practicable  approach  to 
this  position,  has  been  the  object  of  especial  vigilance.  The  plonks 
of  tlie  bridge  are  put  down  only  when  the  bridge  is  in  use  for  legiti- 
mate and  authorized  crossing. 

At  3 p.  m. , December  3,  a small  cavalry  force  made  a demonstra- 
tion on  this  bridge,  dashing  up  on  the  gallop  even  to  the  bridge,  and 
firing  on  the  pickets  stationed  there.  I immediately  re-enforced 
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tlie  pickets  Avitli  two  companies,  and  after  a few  rounds  liad  been 
exchanged  the  enemy  retired.  My  loss  in  this  affair  was  two  guns, 
and  1 man  severely  wounded.  That  of  the  enemy  is  not  known,  his 
dead  and  wounded,  if  any,  being  carried  aAvay. 

During  the  succeeding  night  and  the  next  day  I kept  my  regiment 
in  constant  readiness  for  attack,  and  reconnoitered  all  the  approaches 
to  as  great  a distance  as  it  could  be  safely  done  Avithout  the  assist- 
ance of  cavalry.  Early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  observing  a 
dense  smoke  in  the  direction  of  Grisson’s  Bridge  and  La  Fayette,  I 
concluded  that  the  enemy  had  passed  here  and  gone  in  that  direc- 
tion. This  w^as  likeAvise  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  Sixth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  which  arrived  here  at  1.30  p.  m.,  in  the  advaiice  of 
Colonel  Hatch’s  cavalry  brigade,  and  accordingly  such  of  the  cav- 
alry as  had  arrived  Avere  proceeding  on  the  road  toward  Collierville. 
The  Sixth  Illinois  and  a portion  of  another  regiment  had  crossed 
the  bridge — the  same  upon  which  the  demonstration  of  the  preced- 
ing day  had  been  made — when  they  fell  into  an  ambuscade  of  the 
enemy  a short  distance  beyond  the  bridge. 

At  the  sound  of  the  first  scattering  shots  I supported  my  picket  at 
the  bridge  with  Companies  A and  D of  my  regiment,  deploying  these 
companies  across  the  road  behind  rifle-pits,  and  in  position  to  SAveep 
the  bridge  with  their  fire.  The  picket  guard,  about  50  strong,  under 
Captain  Harris,  of  my  regiment,  I posted  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in 
the  bottom  next  the  river,  in  such  position  as  to  secure  a cross-fire 
on  the  bridge.  I ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foley,  of  my  regiment, 
with  Companies  B and  G and  jDortions  of  two  others,  to  take  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  our  line  and  hold  the  railroad  bridge  over  Wolf 
River,  a structure  of  much  importance.  The  remainder  of  my  regi- 
ment I posted  in  an  unfinished  fortification,  situated  on  the  railroad, 
350  yards  distant  from  the  Avagon  bridge,  Avith  Major  Wiley  in  com- 
mand. 

Although  I Avas  the  senior  officer  present  at  this  time,  I did  not 
take  command  of  the  cavalry,  being  in  momentary  expectation  of 
the  arrival  of  Colonel  Hatch,  avIio  Avas  reported  to  be  a short  dis- 
tance in  rear  with  the  remainder  of  his  brigade. 

Very  shortly  after  the  firing  began  the  caxmlry,  Avhich  had  crossed 
the  bridge,  retreated  in  much  disorder.  The  bridge  soon  became 
obstructed  with  artillery,  caissons,  and  Avagons  from  the  train  Avhich 
had  got  over,  and  great  numbers  of  the  retreating  cavalry  plunged 
headlong  into  the  river,  which,  though  narrow,  is  deep  and  rapid, 
and  many  men  and  horses  were  thus  lost.  The  enemy  noAV  made  a 
desperate  attempt  to  force  a passage  of  the  bridge,  but  his  im- 
petuous charges  Avere  met  by  the  steady  and  effective  fire  of  the 
companies  posted  as  I haAm  described. 

About  half  an  hour  after  the  fight  commenced  Colonel  Hatch  ar- 
rived, and  almost  immediately  fell  severely  wounded.  I thereupon 
assumed  command  of  all  the  forces  engaged,  which  I continued  to 
exercise  throughout  the  engagement.  I noAv  AAfithdreAv  Company  D, 
of  my  regiment,  and  the  picket  guard  from  their  station  at  the  bridge 
and  ordered  them  to  the  fort,  supplying  their  places  Avith  tAvo  com- 
panies of  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  Avho  Avere  armed  Avith  revolving 
rifles.  The  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  gain  possession  of  the  wagon- 
road  bridge  still  continued,  and,  indeed,  did  not  cease  throughout  the 
fight. 

Meanwhile,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foley,  with  his  detachment, ‘was 
vigorously  attacked  by  vastly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  Avho 
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niado  desperate  efforts  to  gain  tlie  railroad  bridge,  [)robaljly  with  the 
design  of  destroying  it,  but  all  their  attenipts  were  ])ravely  and  suc- 
cessfully resisted.  By  my  order  the  artillery  in  the  fort,  manned  ])y 
details  from  my  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Fallen, 
of  the  same,  was  worked  throughout  the  action,  and  its  firing  was 
very  effective,  several  shells  striking  the  wagon  bridge  where  the 
enemy  were  charging,  and,  I am  informed  by  a soldier  of  the  Sixth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  who  was  taken  prisoner  (but  effected  his  escape 
during  the  engagement),  that  several  shells  fired  from  the  fort  ex- 
ploded among  the  led  horses  of  the  enemy,  producing  a panic.  The 
enemy  made  a precipitate  retreat  at  ten  minutes  past  4 p.  m.,  leav- 
ing many  of  his  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 

The  casualties  in  my  regiment  are  3 killed  and  12  wounded.  My 
men  fought  in  most  instances  under  cover.  The  enemy’s  losses  are 
not  known,  but  must  have  been  very  heavy,  as  he  left  22  killed  and 
4 wounded  on  the  field,  and  citizens  report  that  he  carried  many 
wagon-loads  of  dead  or  wounded  with  him  on  his  retreat.  In  this 
engagement  we  took  8 prisoners,  5 of  whom  were  wounded.  Three 
of  the  latter  died,  and  the  other  2 were  sent  to  Dr.  Irwin,  chief  of 
hospitals,  at  Memphis.  The  3 unwounded  prisoners  were  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Tuttle,  at  La  Grange,  as  I had  no  secure  place  to  keep  them. 

The  officers  of  mj  regiment,  without  exception,  acquitted  them- 
selves with  great  credit.  The  majority  of  the  men  were  for  the  first 
time  under  fire,  but  their  conduct  did  not  disappoint  my  most  san- 
guine anticipations,  as,  after  the  first  few  rounds,  they  received  and 
returned  the  enemy’s  fire  with  the  steadiness  and  deliberation  of 
veterans.  Among  the  officers  of  other  regiments  who  were  distin- 
guished for  gallantry  were  Captain  Moore,  commanding  Rifle  Bat- 
talion, Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Perkins,  of  the  Ninth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  and  in  command  of  the  howitzers  attached  to  that  regi- 
ment, who,  by  their  determined  resistance,  contributed  much  to  the 
success  of  our  arms. 

I inclose  herewith  a sketch*  exhibiting  the  principal  points  referred 
to  in  this  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

FRANK  A.  KENDRICK, 

Colonel  Second  Regf.  West  Tenn.  Infty.,  A.  D.,  Conidg. 

Capt.  F.  F.  Whitehead, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  6. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Trafton,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Regiment  Illinois  Cavalry. 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  December  8,  1803. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of 
this  month  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry  started  from  near  Middle- 
ton  (where  we  had  bivouacked  for  the  night)  about  1 o’clock  in  the 
morn,ing.  Our  force  consisted  of  Second  Iowa,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and 
Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  Regiments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hatch. 
The  Second  Iowa  led  the  advance,  the  Ninth  Illinois  next  to  them. 


* Not  found. 
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the  Seventh  and  Sixth  in  the  rear.  We  moved  toward  La  Grange. 
About  5 o’clock  I heard  two  or  three  shots  in  direction  of  the  ad- 
vance; shortly  afterward  a volley,  and  from  that  time  till  7 a.  m. 
frequent  volleys.  About  7 a.  m.  I heard  sharp  firing,  and  soon  the 
report  of  artillery  followed.  At  this  time  I Avas  ordered  by  Colonel 
Hatch  to  the  front.  I ordered  the  regiment  forward  at  a gallop,  and 
on  reaching  the  front  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Hatch  to  support  some 
companies  which  he  had  sent  to  the  left  flank.  I at  once  moved  to 
the  left  and  advanced  to  a position  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy, 
where  I could  command  the  road  leading  from  Saulsbury  to  Ripley, 
on  which  I thought  probable  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  retreat. 

I received  orders  to  remain  in  this  position,  till  the  center  advanced. 
I accordingly  sent  a squad  of  men  to  a position  where  they  could 
observe  both  flanks  and  the  center,  with  instructions  to  report  to  me 
any  movement  of  the  center.  Shortly  afterward  they  reported  the 
center  moving  forward.  I immediately  moved  my  regiment  down 
tlie  road  to  rejoin  the  brigade  at  the  cross-roads  just  south  of  Sauls- 
bury, which  we  did,  meeting  only  a few  stragglers  in  range  of  our 
carbines.  We  sustained  no  loss  in  the  engagement. 

GEO.  W.  TRAFTON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Prince, 

Commanding  Seventh  Regiment  Illinois  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 

La  Grange,  Term.,  December  9,  1863. 

Colonel  ; I have  the  honor  to  make  the  folloAving  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry  in  the  action  with  the 
enemy  at  Moscow  on  the  3d  instant : 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  Colonel  Hatch,  I left  La  Grange 
with  the  regiment  about  10  a.  m.  of  the  3d  instant,  following  the 
Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  toAvard  Moscoav,  Avhere  we  arrHed  soon  after 
12  m.  We  halted  about  half  an  hour  there,  then  started  again  on 
the  road  leading  toward  La  Fayette.  The  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry  was 
in  advance,  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  next,  and  the  Seventh  in  rear 
of  the  Ninth.  We  had  proceeded  but  a short  distance  when  I heard 
firing  in  the  direction  of  the  advance,  which  soon  became  quite  heavy. 
The  artillery  also  ojjened  fire.  The  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  part  of 
the  Ninth  had  crossed  V/ olf  River  Bridge.  I started  forAvard  to  report 
to  Colonel  Hatch  for  orders,  but  learned  before  I got  to  the  advance 
that  he  had  not  come  up  yet.  I immediately  rode  back  to  the  regi- 
ment and  ordered  them  to  fight  on  foot  Avith  all  possible 

celerity.”  As  soon  as  they  Avere  dismounted,  I ordered  them  for- 
Avard  on  double-quick.  When  Ave  got  to  the  bridge  it  Avas  so  clogged 
Avith  horses,  ambulances,  Avagons,  and  artillery  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  get  a man  across  it.  Several  of  the  horses  had  broken 
through  the  bridge  and  Avere  fast,  and  the  bridge  Avas  so  torn  up 
that  it  was  impossible  to  clear  it.  I ordered  my  men  across,  and  suc- 
ceeded by  jumping  our  horses,  crawling  under  wagons  and  ambu- 
lances, &c.,  in  getting  about  50  men  across.  About  25  men  swam 
across.  Several  were  knocked  off  the  bridge  into  the  river  in  trying 
to  cross.  I found  it  impossible  to  get  any  more  men  across  without 
their  swimming,  Avhich  so  injured  their  ammunition  as  to  nearly  ren- 
der it  useless.  At  this  time  the  artillery  of  the  Sixth  Avas  in  a critical 
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])osition.  It  had  very  little  supi)ort  and  was  entirely  ex])osod  totlie 
enemy,  who  were  coming  upon  it  Avith  a cliarge.  The  artillery  was 
stationed  at  the  Avest  end  of  the  bridge,  and  my  object  in  rushing  my 
men  over  there  Avas  to  save  it.  Consequently,  when  I saAv  the  enemy 
coming  upon  it,  I ordered  my  men  to  hre  and  charge,  Avhich  they  did 
Avith  a hearty  good  will. 

I will  venture  to  say  there  Avas  neA^er  a braver  charge  made  by  a 
handful  of  men  than  was  made  by  the  few  men  I had  with  me  against 
the  overwhelming  odds ; the  enemy  could  not  stand  it ; they  gave 
Avay,  but  soon  rallied  again  and  came  jjressing  doAvn  on  us  from 
both  flank  and  the  front.  Still  my  men  stood  by  the  artillery,  re- 
solved to  die  by  it  rather  than  see  it  captured.  The  artillery  itself 
had  all  this  time  been  dealing  out  grape  and  canister  to  them  by 
mouthfuls.  The  artillerymen  of  the  Sixth  deserve  great  credit  for 
the  way  they  fought  there.  The  contest  over  the  battery  lasted 
nearly  an  hour,  and  was  sometimes  almost  hand  to  hand ; in  fact, 
some  of  our  men  were  knocked  over  by  the  butts  of  the  enemy’s 
guns.  The  bridge  had  during  this  time  become  cleared,  and  the 
artillerymen  ran  their  pieces  back  across  the  river,  and  what  men  I 
had  there  followed  them.  All  our  regiment,  except  what  got  across 
the  river,  were  deployed  on  the  right.  I immediately,  after  recross- 
ing, ordered  them  to  the  left  to  try  and  secure  the  led  horses  of  the 
Sixth,  Avhich  were  still  across  the  river.  They  succeeded  in  securing 
part  of  them  ; many  of  these  AA^ere  already  killed  or  captured.  About 
this  time  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry  came  up  and  engaged  in  the 
action. 

Colonel  Hatch  had  come  up  soon  after  the  action  commenced,  but 
Avas  severely  wounded  soon  after  his  arrival. 

Our  line  Avas  now  formed  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  pressed 
doAvn  to  the  river.  The  enemy  gaA^e  Avay  and  fell  back.  About  this 
time  Morgan’s  brigade  of  infantry  came  up  and  crossed  the  bridge. 
I ordered  our  brigade  of  caA^alry  “to  horse,”  and  the  cavalry,  Avith 
the  hoAvitzers,  followed  them.  The  infantry  dreAv  up  in  line  about 
half  a mile  from  the  bridge,  but  our  brigade  passed  on  after  the  re- 
treating rebels.  About  3 miles  from  Moscoav  Ave  found  the  enemy 
had  taken  the  Mount  Pleasant  road.  I ordered  the  SeA^enth  Illinois 
Cavalry  to  reconnoiter  that  road  for  a mile  or  two,  and  then  rejoined 
the  column,  which  moA^ed  on  toAvard  Collierville,  AA^here  we  were 
instructed  by  Colonel  Hatch  to  go  that  night.  The  regiment  had 
gone  but  a short  distance  Avhen  I heard  sharp  skirmishing  in  that 
direction,  and  ordered  the  Second  loAva  to  moA^e  to  their  support, 
Avhich  they  did.  But  the  SeA^enth  Illinois  routed  and  was  pursuing 
what  proved  to  be  a strong  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  left  on  the  road. 
I immediately  ordered  both  regiments  to  their  places  in  the  column, 
and  proceeded  to  Collierville,  Avhere  Ave  arrived  about  10  o’clock  at 
night. 

^ I Avould  mention  G Company,  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  as 
displaying  great  courage  and  determination  in  the  contest  over  the 
artillery  at  the  bridge,  where  a few  of  them  defended  and  held  their 
position  against  an  odd  tenfold.  Captain  Stiles,  of  said  company, 
Avas  severely  wounded  there,  and  1 of  his  men  killed  and  G Avounded. 

Our  casualties  in  the  fight  Avere  1 man  killed  and  10  Avounded, 
including  Captain  Stiles,  above  mentioned. 

GEO.  W.  TRAFTON, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Prince,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry. 
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No.  7. 

Reports  of  Col.  Fielding  Hurst,  Sixth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Sixth  Regiment  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

La  Grange,  December  2,  1863. 


Major-General  Hurlbut  : 

Have  just  received  the  folloAving  dispatch  : 


My  scouts  came  in  from  9 miles  of  Ripley.  Captured  1 prisoners.  They  state 
that  600  left  Ripley  in  direction  of  Salem.  My  other  scouts  came  in  from  Saulsbury, 
and  report  they  had  a skirmish  with  the  enemy,  and  negroes  report  the  enemy  in 
Saulsbury.  The  negroes  also  state  that  Saulsbury  is  burned. 

FIELDING  HURST, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Grand  Junction. 


Respectfully, 


WILLIAM  H.  MORGAN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Sixth  Regiment  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Grand  Junction,  December  b,  1863. 

« 

My  Couriers  have  returned.  They  Avent  5 miles  past  Saulsbury ; 
could  find  nothing  of  Colonel  Mizner.  They  saw  some  soldiers  AA^ho 
say  Colonel  Mizner  left  Ripley  at  3 p.  m.  yesterday  evening.  Send 
me  all  news  of  the  fight  yesterday. 

FIELDING  HURST, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

General  B.  H.  Grierson, 

La  Grange,  Term. 

I have  sent  scouts  to  Bolivar. 

H. 


No.  8. 

Reports  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army. 

Meridian, 
November  26,  1863. 

Mr.  President  : As  soon  as  Major-General  Lee  returned  from  his 
expedition  in  aid  of  General  Bragg  he  was  instructed  to  take  his 
Avhole  available  force  within  reach,  including  that  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Forrest,  and  break  up  as  much  as  possible  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  He  has  not  moved  yet,  but  will  do  so,  I hope, 
before  the  end  of  the  week.  After  this  expedition  Brigadier-Genera] 
Forrest  will  go  into  West  Tennessee.  The  extent  of  frontier  upon 
which  our  cavalry  operates  is  too  great,  I respectfully  submit,  for 
the  control  of  one  officer.  Major-General  Lee  has  found  occupation 
for  the  last  two  months  on  the  northern  frontier.  With  another 
such  officer  in  the  west  our  cavalry  would  be  far  more  efficient. 
Major-General  Hampton  is  intimately  acquainted  with  much  of  thati 
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country ; I,  tliereiore,  respectfully  suggest  his  transfer  t(j  tliis  de- 
partment. 

I have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  Your  Excellency’s  letter  of 
the  18th  instant.  I believe  the  name  apj)ended  to  the  notices  inclosed 
to  you  to  be  that  of  Colonel  Logan’s  (quartermaster,  and,  therefore, 
directed  Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams  to  have  that  j)erson  arrested  for 
trial. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Getheral. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis. 


Meridian, 
December  7,  1863. 

Major-General  Lee  reports  of  the  expedition  mentioned  in  my 
letter  of  the  26th  : 


Chased  800  enemy’s  cavalry  from  Ripley  into  Pocahontas  on  1st.  On  2d  destroyed 
2 miles  of  railroaci  at  Saulsbury,  and  Forrest  passed  into  Tennessee  at  Macon. 
Routed  and  drove  into  Wolf  River  two  regiments  of  Federal  cavalry,  killing,  wound- 
ing, and  drowning  175,  taking  40  prisoners,  killing  100  and  taking  40  horses.  One 
hundred  yards  of  trestling  destroyed  between  La  Fayette  and  Moscow. 


His  Excellency  the  President, 

Richmond. 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Chalmers’  Cavalry, 

^ Near  Cowm,  January  16,  1864. 

Major  : I was  ordered  by  Major-General  Lee  to  move  on  the  28th 
of  November  against  some  point  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad,  between  La  Grange  and  Memphis,  to  cover  a movement 
which  he  expected  to  make  with  the  brigades  of  General  Ferguson 
and  Colonel  Ross,  between  La  Grange  and  Corinth,  the  main  object 
of  which  was  to  escort  General  Forrest  safely  into  W est  Tennessee. 
A very  great  and  unexpected  rise  in  the  Tallahatchee  River  prevented 
the  movement.  A pontoon  bridge  had  been  built  across  the  river  by 
Colonel  McCulloch,  under  many  difficulties  and  with  great  dispatch, 
but  the  slough  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  was  swimming  and  we 
could  not  get  to  the  bridge  with  ammunition  W^agons  and  artillery. 

About  noon  on  the  28th,  I received  a dispatch  from  General  Lee, 
then  at  New  Albany,  countermanding  the  order  to  move.  At  12  m., 
on  the  30th,  I received  a dispatch  from  General  Lee  ordering  me  to 
* move  forward  as  before  directed,  and  notifying  me  that  he  would 
move  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  from.  New  Albany.  The  river  was 
still  swollen  and  rising,  and  it  was  impossible  to  cross  except  at  Pa- 
nola, 30  miles  west  of  me,  or  at  Rocky  Ford,  20  miles  east.  There 
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was  but  one  ferry-boat  at  each  place,  in  wbicb  I could  not  cross  my 
command  in  less  time  than  one  day.  If  I had  gone  to  Panola  I would 
have  gone  75  miles  from  the  railroad,  and  after  losing  a day  in  going 
to  Panola  and  a day  in  crossing  the  river,  I could  not  have  reached 
the  road  in  time. 

On  the  other  route  General  Lee  had  one  day  and  35  miles  the  start 
of  me,  but  supposing  that  I could  be  of  service  in  case  he  had  to  fall 
back,  I determined  to  move.  Colonel  Siemens,  with  his  brigade  from 
Panola,  to  strike  the  railroad  at  Grisson’s  Creek,  and  to  move  with 
McCulloch’s  brigade  by  way  of  Rocky  Ford  in  rear  of  General  Lee. 
Orders  were  telegraphed  to  Colonel  Siemens,  and  he  commenced 
crossing  that  night  and  had  his  entire  command  over  by  10  o’clock 
the  next  morning.  McCulloch’s  brigade  moved  to  Rocky  Ford,  20 
miles,  that  night,  and  commenced  crossing ; one  regiment  got  over 
by  daylight  the  next  morning  and  the  rear  of  the  column  did  not  get 
over  until  4 p.  m.  We  crossed  on  a very  small  ferry-boat,  and  had, 
to  get  out  in  water  nearly  waist  deep  on  the  opposite  side,  and  both 
officers  and  men  deserve  commendation  for  the  energy  and  prompt- 
ness displayed  in  crossing. 

We  camped  the  night  of  the  1st  December  from  10  to  17  miles 
north  of  the  river.  General  Lee  did  not  get  off  from  New  Albany 
until  the  morning  of  the  1st,  and  encamped  the  same  night  near 
Ripley.  Under  orders  from  him  we  made  a forced  march  the  next 
day  and  joined  him  about  midnight  on  the  2d  December.  We  moved 
westward  at  daylight  on  the  3d  ; on  the  4th  we  moved  to  Moscow, 
where  Colonel  Ross  was  ordered  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge,  and  I 
was  ordered  to  move  McCulloch’s  brigade  upon  his  right  flank,  and 
keep  out  of  sight,  ready  to  support  'Colonel  Ross  if  necessary. 

Colonel  Hatch’s  brigade  of  Federal  cavalry  was  at  the  time  cross- 
ing Wolf  River  on  the  bridge  over  the  State  Line  road,  and  two  regi- 
ments had  crossed. 

Before  McCulloch’s  brigade  could  get  into  the  position  where  we 
were  ordered  to  remain  hid,  the  enemy’s  pickets  commenced  firing. 
I was  ordered  to  send  forward  my  front  regiment,  the  First  Missis- 
sippi Partisans,  which  I did,  and  along  with  it,  my  escort  and  a 
squadron  composed  of  one  company  of  Second  Arkansas  and  one 
company  of  George’s  regiment ; they  were  led  by  Col.  Robert  Mc- 
Culloch in  person  in  the  most  gallant  style,  and  for  particulars  of 
the  fight  I refer  to  his  report. 

Colonel  Siemens  had  been  ordered  by  me  to  burn  the  railroad 
trestle  over  Grisson’s  Creek,  between  Moscow  and  La  Fayette,  and 
do  any  damage  to  the  road  that  he  could.  He  accomplished  the 
work  assigned  to  him  with  promptness  and  skill.  For  particulars  I 
refer  to  his  report. 

My  loss  was  4 killed,  37  wounded,  and  5 missing. 

My  most  severe  loss  was  in  the  damage  sustained  by  the  horses 
from  hard  marching. 

I am,  major, N&c., 

JAMES  R.  CHALMERS, 


Brigadier-  General. 


Maj.  J.  P.  Strange, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


* Not  found. 


Chap.  XLIIl.]  SCOUTS  TO  NEW  MADRID  BEND,  TENN.  591 

NOVEMBER  — , 1863. — Skirmishes  on  the  Cumberland  River,  Ky. 

Report  of  Bruj.  Gen.  Ediuard  H.  Hobson,  U.  S.  Army. 

Munfordville,  Ky., 

December  4,  1803. 

My  scouting  parties  on  Cumberland  have  captured  15  rebels,  and 
killed  the  notorious  thief  and  rebel.  Captain  Belbo.  My  scouting 
parties  are  in  all  the  border  counties,  doing  good  execution.  Will 
send  force  to  Clinton  County  to-morrow. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General. 

Captain  Semple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Louisville. 


NOVEMBER  30,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Yankeetown,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  P.  Brownloiv,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry.'^ 


Headquarters  First  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Sparta,  Temi.,  December  1,  1863. 

Colonel  : Colonel  Hughs’  command,  consisting  of  Murray’s, 
Hampton’s,  [Hamilton’s  ?]  Bledsoe’s,  Ferguson’s,  Daugherty’s,  and 
other  bands,  attacked  Lieutenant  Bowman  while  scouting,  on  yes- 
terday, and  after  skirmishing  for  some  time,  drove  him  across  the 
river  within  2 miles  of  this  place,  killing  4,  wounding  1,  and  capturing 
5.  I went  immediately  to  his  assistance,  and  drove  the  enemy 
(numbering  500)  8 miles,  killing  9,  and  wounding  between  15  and  20. 

I would  take  no  prisoners.  One  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  was 
mortally  wounded  (died  this  morning),  and  Captain  McCahan 
wounded  in  the  ankle. 

Eighteen  scouts,  of  the  Second  Michigan,  got  leave  last  evening. 
Send  Doctor  Green  to  this  place.  On  account  of  the  heavy  picket 
duty,  I would  like  to  have  one  more  company,  unless  the  brigade  is 
coming  soon. 

Very  respectfully. 


JAS.  P.  BROWNLOW, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding . 

Col.  A.  P.  Campbell, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 


NOVEMBER  30-DECEMBER  3,  1863. — Scouts  to  New  Madrid  Bend,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Rufus  S.  Benson,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Island  No.  10,  Tenn.,  December  4,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  rejjort  that,  on  the  morning  of  November 
30,  1863,  I sent  into  New  Madrid  Bend  a party  of  40  men,  under  the 
command  of  O.  A.  Lesh,  first  lieutenant  Company  H,  Thirty-second 
Iowa  Infantry,  with  instructions  to  conscript  all  able-bodied  men 

* See  also  Hughs’  report  of  skirmish  at  Monticello,  Ky. , p.  575,  and  itinerary  of 
the  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  p.  436. 
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subject  to  military  duty,  in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No. 
68,  headquarters  Sixth  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  November 
26,  1863.  The  party,  made  quite  an  extensive  scout  through  the 
bend  and  returned  in  the  evening  to  the  island,  with  29  conscripts. 
That  night  the  guerrillas  conscripted  quite  a number  of  men,  and 
seized  many  horses  and  mules. 

On  the  2d  and  3d  of  December,  I proceeded  again  into  the  bend, 
and  procured  6 more  conscripts,  50  horses  and  mules,  4 wagons,  and 
16  harnesses,  somewhat  worn ; also  several  old  saddles  and  bridles, 
and  15  blacks. 

The  conscripted  white  men,  numbering,  altogether,  35,  were  exam- 
ined by  the  post  surgeon,  and  28  of  them  were  pronounced  able  for 
duty.  Those  rejected  by  him  I have  permitted  to  return  home. 
Ten  have  already  volunteered  and  joined  the  two  companies  posted 
here. 

There  is  a large  quantity  of  corn  in  the  bend,  which  ought  to  be 
taken  possession  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government.  The  bend  is 
pretty  effectually  cleared  of  male  inhabitants,  as  the  guerrillas  have 
taken  all  we  left,  so  that  this  grain  is  wholly  uncared  for  and  will 
probably  be  destroyed  by  the  secesh,  unless  soon  seized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  we  had  any  means  to  get  it  across  the  river,  I should 
commence  bringing  it  to  the  island  at  once,  and  save  what  I could  of 
it,  but  as  the  0’*Brien  has  been  ordered  to  Cape  Girardeau,  I expect 
to  obtain  but  little,  if  any. 

I remain,  very  resi^ectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  BENSON, 

Captain  Co.  H..  o2d  Iowa  Infantry,  Corndg.  Fast. 

Capt.  J.  Hough. 

Assistant  Adj u tan t- Ce neral. 


DeCEMBEE  1,  1863. —Skirmish  at  Salyersville,  Ky. 

Be  port  of  (At.  George  W.  Gallup,  Fourteenth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Louisa,  Ky, 

December  1,  1863. 

General  : My  outpost  was  attacked  at  Salyersville  this  morning 
•and  badly  scattered.  Dispatches  to  me  very  indefinite.  I have  sent 
forward  re-enforcements.  Enemy's  strength  reported  800  cavalry. 
May  move  in  direction  of  Mount  Sterling. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GALLUP, 

Colo n el,  Commanding. 

[General  J.  C.  Boyle.] 


DECEMBER  1,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Jonesville,  Va. 

Report  of  MaJ.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army. 

Tazewell,  Tenn.,  December  3,  1863 — 11.20  a.  m. 

(Received  4.25  p.  m.) 

A battalion  of  tlie  Sixteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  sent  out  from 
Cumberland  Gap,  attacked  Slemp’s  regiment  of  rebel  cavalry 
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near  Jones ville,  Va.,  on  Tuesday,  December  1.  The  rebels  were 
driven  beyond  Jonesville  in  great  confusion,  losing  20  killed  and  30 
prisoners,  and  a quantity  of  horses  and  arms.  The  rebel  cavalry 
force  that  drove  in  Graham’s  brigade  yesterday  consisted,  according 
to  the  statement  of  prisoners,  of  Wheeler’s  and  Jones’  cavalry  united. 
A lieutenant-colonel  and  125  men  and  officers  have  just  arrived  from 
Knoxville.  They  left  on  Tuesday  at  10  a.  m.  They  rejjort  every- 
thing favorable.  Nothing  new. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in~  Chief. 


DECEMBER  1,  1863. — Scouts  from  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  and  Skirmishes. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  John  W.  Barnes,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  Army. 

Pulaski,  December  2,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Phillips,  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry, 
attacked  the  rebel  cavalry  on  this  side  of  river,  near  Flor- 
ence, drove  them  across  ; captured  5 officers,  one  General  Bragg’s 
inspector-general  of  cavalry,  and  35  enlisted  men.  Colonel  Phillips 
says  that  an  extensive  raid  is  being  fitted  out  under  Forrest  at  Oko- 
lona,  and  that  all  scattering  troops  are  ordered  and  going  to  him. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Sherman. 


Pulaski,  December  3,  1863. 

Colonel  Rowett,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry  (mounted)  on  his  trip 
to  Eastport,^  encountered  Johnson’s  regiment.  Fourth  Alabama,  of 
Roddey’s  brigade,  and  routed  them,  taking  25  prisoners.  No  force 
now  of  any  account  north  of  Tennessee.  Colonel  Cypert,  of  loyal 
Tennessee  cavalry,  some  300,  are  now  stationed  at  or  near  Waynes- 
borough,  Wayne  County, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Major-General  Sherman. 


No.  2. 

Repjort  of  Lieut.  John  W.  Barnes,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General. 

Pulaski,  Tenn.,  December  10,  1863. 
Lieutenant  Roberts  has  returned  from  Eastport.  Had  a fight 
with  some  guerrillas  at  Rawhide.  Brought  in  20  prisoners. 

Colonel  Rinaker  left  on  6th  for  Hamburg.  Johnson  is  in  neigh- 
38  R R — VOL  XXXI,  PT  I 
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borliood  of  Florence  with  his  regiment.  Major  Murj)hy,  Fifth 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  has  sent  yon  request  to  send  him  4,000  rations 
to  Wayneshorough.  Can  you  spare  them  ? I refused. 

If  Rowett  goes  to_  Lexington  after  the  two  Union  families,  had 
not  some  other  regiment  better  be  sent  out  and  instructed  to  co- 
operate with  him  against  Johnson. 

J.  W.  BARNES, 

Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
General  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Athens,  Ala. 


DECEMBER  1-10,  1863. — Operations  about  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  Skirmish 

(7th). 

REFORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  James  B.  McPherson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps. 

No.  2. — Col.  Bernard  G.  Farrar,  Thirtieth  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  W.  Ellet,  commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  B.  AlcPlierson,  U.  8.  Army,  command- 
ing Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

* Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  December  9,  1863. 
General  : Shortly  after  the  transfer  of  Crocker’s  division  from 
Natchez  to  this  vicinity,  and  in  fact  before  T.  Kilby  Smith’s  bri- 
gade— the  last  to  come  up — had  reached  here,  I received  information 
from  scouts  and  citizens  that  there  was  a movement  of  rebel  cavalry 
in  a southerly  direction,  not  in  masses,  but  in  companies  and  squads 
chiefly.  Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  late  Colonel  Logan’s  command,  and 
that  they  were  concentrating  at  Gallatin,  Liberty,  and  near  Fay- 
ette, and  had  at  least  one  battery  of  artillery  with  them. 

A portion  of  Harrison’s  command,  under  Colonel  McNeill, with 
six  pieces  of  artillery,  had  moved  down  from  Monroe,  and  were  oper- 
ating between  the  Tensas  and  Mississippi,  below  Lake  Saint  J oseph. 
They  had  made  their  appearance  on  the  river  at  Water  Proof,  about 
30  miles  above  Natchez,  and  had  fired  into  two  or  three  transports, 
only  one,  however,  the  Welcome,  with  artillery. 

On  learning  this,  I ordered  the  [Mississippi]  Marine  Brigade,  which 
had  been  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  Greenville,  to  come  down  and 
cruise  between  Rodney  and  Natchez.  When  General  Gresham  came 
up  with  his  brigade,  about  two  weeks  ago,  he  landed  a couple  of 
regiments  below  Water  Proof,  moved  rapidly  across  the  point,  and 
appeared  unexpectedly  before  the  place,  and  captured  some  18  pris- 
oners, the  remainder  of  the  force  escaping  back  into  the  country. 

As  he  had  no  mounted  men  he  could  not  pursue  them,  but  it  had 
the  effect  of  making  them  keep  their  artillery  back  from  the  river. 


* A similar  letter  of  same  date  addressed  to  Sherman. 
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On  tlie  evening  Of  the  3d,  I became  satisfied  tliat  Adams  conteni' 
plated  an  attack  on  Natchez,  with  a force  variously  estimated  at  from 
2,000  to  3,000  men  and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  I immediately  ordered 
Gresham  to  embark  on  board  of  transports,  with  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  two  of  cavalry,  and  a section  of  artillery,  and  x>i*oceed 
down  the  river  to  Natchez,  take  command  of  the  U.  S.  forces,  and 
disperse  the  enemy,  if  the  place  was  threatened.  If  it  was  not 
threatened,  he  was  to  disembark  at  Rodney  and  move  out  through 
Fayette,  coming  in  to  the  rear  of  Natchez,  then  re-embark,  and 
come  up  to  the  vicinity  of  Water  Proof,  and  disembark  and  clean 
out  McNeill,  or  drive  him  across  the  Tensas. 

He  embarked  his  command  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  t]i(3 
4th,  and  started  at  daylight  the  next  morning,  in  company  with  the 
[Mississippi]  Marine  Brigade,  which  arrived  most  opportunely  and 
took  on  board  a portion  of  his  cavalry,  and  reached  Natchez  the 
same  night  about  10  o’clock,  just  in  time  to  frustrate  the  plans  of 
the  enemy  and  prevent  an  attack  on  the  place.  During  the  night  the 
enemy  fell  back,  and  were  pursued  the  next  day  by  General  Gresham, 
but  without  getting  into  a fight,  though  some  slight  skirmishing 
ensued. 

Gresham  reports  that  Adams  has  from  2,500  to  4,000  men  and  ten 
pieces  of  artillery — two  10-pounder  rifled,  two  6-pounder  rifled,  and 
six  12-pounder  howitzers. 

Cosby’s  and  Whitfield’s  brigades  are  still  out  here  in  our  front,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Brownsville  and  Clinton,  and  Boring’s  division  is  at 
Canton,  three  brigades,  and  about  4,000  infantry  at  Brandon,  Meri- 
dian, and  Enterprise,  which  can  be  moved  to  Canton  rapidly. 

It  is  reported  through  a deserter,  this  evening,  that  Harrison’s 
force  has  fallen  back  and  gone  to  join  Taylor.  Rumors  come  up 
from  below  that  the  force  which  has  been  annoying  steam-boats 
below  the  mouth  of  Red  River  is  crossing  Red  River  and  coming 
north,  but  it  needs  confirmation. 

I shall  leave  Gresham  in  command  at  Natchez,  for  a while,  at 
least,  as  I consider  him  one  of  the  best  officers  in  my  corps. 

My  kindest  regards  to  all  the  staff. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 


Hdqrs.  17th  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  December  16,  1863. 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a report  from  Colonel  Farrar,  and 
also  a report  from  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  showing’ the  movements 
of  the  [Mississippi]  Marine  Brigade  in  connection  with  our  forces 
under  General  Gresham : 

Colonel  Farrar  has  shown  himself  a bold,  adventurous,  and  skill- 
ful partisan,  and  in  his  recent  operations  about  Natchez  has  ren- 
dered most  efficient  service.  His  forte  lies  in  commanding  a small 
body  of  resolute,  daring  men. 

From  the  best  information  I can  obtain.  Boring’s  division  is 
still  at  Canton,  Whitfield’s  and  Cosby’s  brigades  of  cavalry  from 
Brownsville,  via  Clinton,  around  to  Raymond ; Wirt  Adams’  (late 
Bogan’s)  somewhere  in  rear  of  Natchez,  and  last  week  French’s 
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division  (infantry)  was  moved  from  the  vicinity  of  Meridian  to 
Brandon,  in  consequence  of  a report  that  I was  about  to  make  an 
expedition  to  Canton.  Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  by  the 
rebels  to  stop  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  or,  at  least,  make  it 
so  insecure  as  to  practically  close  it  for  commercial  purposes. 

There  has  been  some  firing  on  boats  in  the  vicinity  of  Rodney  ; 
nothing  very  serious,  however.  But  with  the  force  of  cavalry  now 
at  Natchez  and  the  [Mississippi]  Marine  Brigade,  I think  I will  be  able 
to  keep  the  river  clear  within  my  jurisdiction.  The  most  serious 
affairs  have  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Morganza,  and  several  boats 
have  been  quite  seriously  injured.  It  is  reported  that  General  Dick 
Taylor  is  fortifying  on  Red  River,  below  Alexandria,  and  that  he  is 
preparing  a raft  somewhere  between  the  mouth  of  Black  River  and 
Alexandria  to  obstruct  navigation. 

As  soon  as  the  waters  rise  so  that  gunboats  can  run  up  Red  River 
and  down  the  Atchafalaya,  I think  the  “rebs”  will  be  getting  out 
from  Morganza,  I send  this  letter  and  reports  direct,  becau  e 
Major-General  Sherman  seems  to  be  out  of  the  line  of  direct  com- 
munication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Comdy.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipjn. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Bernard  C.  Farrar,  Thirtieth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Vidalia,  December  12,  1863. 

Captain  ; I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions from  the  general  commanding  the  District  of  Natchez,  I 
moved  from  this  post  with  206  mounted  men,  consisting  of  100  of 
the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry,  Capt.  F.  R.  Neet;  50  mounted  men  of 
the  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  Captain  Call ; 50  mounted  men 
of  the  Thirtieth  Missouri  Infantry,  Captain  Wilkinson,  and  6 pio- 
neers of  the  Second  Mississippi  Artillery,  A.  D.,  Lieutenant  Organ. 
The  object  of  the  expedition  was  the  capture  of  Camp  Cotton,  on 
the  south  side  of  Little  River,  7 miles  above  Trinity,  La.,  and  the 
picket  stations  at  Trinity  and  Garrett’s  plantation. 

At  10  a.  m.,  December  10,  Captain  Wilkinson  with  his  command 
moved  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  a point  12  miles  below  Vidalia, 
with  instructions  to  remain  until  the  main  body,  which  was  embarked 
on  a steamer  at  Natchez,  could  unite  with  him. 

At  3 p.  m.  I moved  with  the  entire  command  in  the  direction  of 
Johnson’s  plantation,  on  the  Black  River,  19  miles  below  Trinity. 
The  road,  being  through  a swamp,  and  very  miry,  precluded  a rapid 
advance,  so  that  we  did  not  reach  the  Black  River  Ferry,  until  7 p.  ni. 
The  boat  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  ferryman  being  in- 
structed not  to  cross  at  that  hour,  but,  on  the  order  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
which  I compelled  him  to  give,  he  came  over.  At  Mr.  J ohnson’s  planta- 
tion Capt.  E.  J.  Hall,  assistant  quartermaster  in  the  Confederate 
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service,  and  one  private  were  surprised  and  captured.  Taking  all 
possible  precaution  against  my  movements  being  discovered,  I 
commenced  the  crossing  of  my  forces.  The  boat  being  small,  but  6 
horses  could  be  taken  over  at  a trip,  and  it  was  12  o’clock  before  I 
could  cross  the  two  detachments  of  mounted  infantry,  100  men. 
Leaving  the  cavalry,  under  Captain  Neet,  to  cross  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, with  instructions  to  move  on  the  Trinity  road,  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Black,  and  if  possible  capture  the  jiicket  station  on  Garrett’s 
plantation,  taking  the  mounted  infantry  I struck  off  through  the 
swamps  and  plantations  direct  for  ‘ ‘ Camp  Cotton.  ” A drizzling  rain 
rendered  the  darkness  so  intense  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  my 
guides  could  follow  the  route  indicated.  For  several  miles  the  road 
led  direct  through  the  swamp.  Several  deep  bayous  were  crossed,  and 
at  one  part  of  the  road,  for  over  half  a mile,  otir  horses  waded  belly- 
deep  in  water.  Owing  to  the  fall  of  one  of  my  men,  about  50  of  the 
rear  guard  became  detached  from  me.  Fearing  that  we  would  arrive 
too  late  to  accomplish  a surprise,  I left  a competent  guide  to  bring 
them  up  as  soon  as  possible  and  pushed  on  to  the  camp. 

Arriving  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  camp,  I dismounted  my 
men  and  moved  cautiously  to  within  100  yards  of  the  quarters. 

Ordering  a charge,  we  rushed  upon  the  enemy,  surrounded  their 
quarters,  and  captured  every  man  but  Major  Wyche,  who  rushed 
from  his  bed  at  the  first  alarm,  plunged  boldly  into  Little  River,  and 
escaped.  We  here  captured  1 officer  and  15  men. 

Here  our  lost  detachment  rejoined  us,  and,  seeing  that  the  enemy 
were  routed,  made  a bold  charge  into  the  camp.  A large  amount 
of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores  were  captured  and  destroyed, 
consisting  of  shoes,  hats,  cloth,  sugar,  flour,  &c.,  and  also  about  20 
muskets. 

Not  wishing  to  alarm  the  picket  at  Trinity,  which  I was  anxious 
to  capture,  along  with  the  ferry-boat  at  that  place,  I refrained  from 
firing  the  quarters.  Mounting  my  prisoners  at  once,  I dispatched 
Captain  Call  across  Little  River, with  orders  to  proceed  with  all  haste 
to  the  Harrisonburg  road,  and  then  on  that  to  move  down  on  Trinity. 
With  the  remaining  force  and  prisoners,  I followed  the  road  on  the 
south  bank  leading  to  Trinity. 

My  advance,  being  discovered  by  vedettes  4 miles  above,  and  fear- 
ing that  the  boat  would  be  destroyed,  I divided  my  command  and 
pushed  on  with  all  speed,  deploying  a portion  of  my  command  along 
the  river  bank  opposite  the  town.  I threw  the  remainder  of  my  men 
across  the  ferry  and  into  the  town  as  quickly  as  possible.  Here  a 
brisk  firing  took  place  between  my  men  on  the  bank  and  the  retreat- 
ing rebels,  who,  mounting  their  horses,  fled  in  wild  confusion  to  the 
swamps. 

Owing  to  the  heaviness  of  the  roads  and  the  jaded  condition  of  the 
horses  and  my  own  rapid  advance,  Captain  Call  failed  to  arrive  in 
time  to  surprise  the  enemy  at  Trinity. 

Captain  Neet  succeeded  in  bringing  his  men  across  by  5 a.  m. 
Moving  rapidly  on  the  road  indicated,  he  skillfully  surrounded  the 
picket  on  Garrett’s  plantation,  capturing  all  of  it,  consisting  of  1 
officer  and  10  men.  He  rejoining  me  at  10  a.  m. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  being  accomplished,  I commenced 
the  crossing  of  my  men  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Black.  At  4 p.  m.  I 
moved  on  the  direct  road  to  Vidalia,  reached  Black  Bayou  at  7 p.m., 
at  which  place  we  were  delayed  two  hours  in  crossing.  The  prison- 
ers, under  a strong  escort,  in  charge  of  Captain  Organ,  moved 
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through  to  Vidalia,  camping  on  York’s  plantation,  8 miles  out.  I 
arrived  at  Vidalia  at  10  a.  m.  this  morning. 

Both  officers  and  men  heartily  co-operated  with  me  in  our  long  and 
tedious  expedition.  A part  of  the  force  marched  within  thirty-three 
hours  a distance  of  82  miles,  through  a country  almost  entirely  a 
swamp,  and  over  roads  when  the  horses  sunk  knee-deep  in  mud. 
Many  of  the  horses  failed  on  the  march,  hut  their  places  were  immedi- 
ately and  easily  supplied  by  fresh  ones  from  the  nearest  plantations. 

Lieutenant  Organ,  whom  I sent  hack  with  dispatches  to  you,  cap- 
tured 2 men,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  who  claimed  to  be  citizens, 
])ut  are  known  to  he  soldiers. 

Altogether  we  captured  3 officers,  28  privates,  and  30  horses,  also 
1 battalion  flag. 

Inclosed  find  list  of  prisoners.  * 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BERNARD  G.  FARRAR, 

Colonel,  Commanding . 


Capt.  George  S.  Babbitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  W.  Ellet,  commanding  Mississippi 

Marine  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flag-ship  Autocrat,  Natchez,  Miss.,  December  8,  1863. 

General  : I proceeded  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  join  my 
command.  Not  finding  the  fleet  at  Rodney,  I followed  to  Natchez, 
where  I arrived  in  time  to  see  and  confer  with  General  Gresham 
previous  to  his  leaving  for  the  front.  The  enemy  was  said  to  be  in 
considerable  force  but  a few  miles  from  town.  It  had  been  decided 
before  my  arrival  to  march  out  and  meet  him  by  two  roads.  My 
command,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Currie,  had  already  left  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  road.  General  Gresham  commanding  in  person  by  the 
Washington  road,  the  two  commands  to  meet  about  5 miles  beyond 
Washington  and  proceed  together  to  Fayette,  &c.  I immediately 
followed  my  little  force  and  assumed  command  upon  coming  up 
with  it.  Arriving  at  the  junction  of  the  two  roads  I could  learn 
nothing  from  General  Gresham  nor  the  enemy,  and  consequently 
returned  to  Natchez  through  Washington,  the  way  the  general 
should  have  gone  out. 

Upon  reaching  Natchez,  after  night  I leg^rned  for  the  first  time  that 
the  enemy  had  retreated  south  and  the  general  was  in  pursuit,  and 
that  his  couriers  to  me  had  miscarried.  Captain  Clark,  of  his  staff, 
soon  after  arrived  with  a request  from  the  general  for  me  to  drop 
down  to  Ellis’  Cliff,  that  the  enemy  was  marching  for  that  point, 
which  I accordingly  did,  arriving  soon  in  the  morning.  I had 
scarcely  landed  at  Ellis’  Cliff  and  disembarked  my  forces  and  re- 
ceived information  that  the  enemy  had  been  in  camp  on  the  cliff 
during  the  night,  but  had  marched  about  3 o’clock  toward  Natchez, 
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when  I received  a dispatch  from  General  Greshain,  forwarded  hy 
river  by  Colonel  Johnson,  to  the  effect  that  his  cavalry  had  obtaiiied 
a position  in  the  enemy’s  rear,  and  wishing  me  to  return  to  Natchez 
and  march  down  to  his  assistance  by  the  Woodville  road,  and  thus 
intercept  and  cut  off  his  retreat.  I at  once  returned  to  Natchez  and 
marched  out  as  requested  on  the  W oodville  road  ; met  the  general  re- 
turning, after  his  arduous  chase,  the  enemy  having  eluded  him  and 
escaped  by  the  Washington  road.  You  will  readily  observe  that  al- 
though all  hands  have  been  pretty  actively  employed  we  have  not 
accomplished  much  except  to  give  Mr.  Adams  something  of  a bad 
scare.  He  was  at  last  account  in  full  retreat,  not  having  fulfilled 
his  purpose  of  taking  Natchez,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  his 
entirely  loyal  friends  of  this  vicinity. 

I shall  proceed  to-morrow  to  Water  Proof,  and  propose  to  feel 
the  country  through  to  Lake  Saint  J oseph.  Any  communication  will 
find  me  somewhere  between  Natchez  and  your  city  during  the  next 
three  or  four  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson. 


, No.  4. 

Reijort  of  Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Brigade, 

'Near  Kingston,  December  7,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  brief  report 
of  the  movements  and  operations  of  this  command  since  leaving  Gal- 
latin up  to  the  present  date  : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  commanding  general  of  division,  I 
marched  from  Gallatin  on  the  1st  instant  in  the  direction  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  took  the  shortest  road  from  that  point  to  Natchez, 
by  way  of  Union  Church,  at  which  place  Colonel  Wood  joined  me 
with  his  regiment  on  the  2d  instant,  raising  my  total  effective 
strength  to  1,059  men.  Prom  that  point  I moved  rapidly  to-  the  vi- 
cinity of  Natchez,  halting  east  of  and  near  Washington  on  the  aft- 
ernoon of  the  4th  instant,  and  threw  out  active  scouts  and  spies  in 
and  around  the  city,  with  the  view  of  attack  if  the  strength  of  the 
garrison  and  the  state  of  its  defensive  works  afforded  reasonable 
prospect  of  success. 

Reliable  information,  obtained  during  the  afternoon  and  night  of 
that  day,  was  procured  to  the  effect  that  the  garrison  consisted  of 
1,200  white  and  1,500  negro  troops,  all  inside  the  fortifications,  which 
were  completed,  or  nearly  so,  and  • mounting  six  heavy  guns,  com- 
manding all  the  practicable  approaches.  These  works  were  perfectly 
protected  on  the  river  side  by  a precipitous  bluff  of  100  feet  running 
their  whole  length,  thus  preventing  ingress  of  a dismounted  force 
from  that  side,  which  I deemed  the  place  of  attack  most  promising 
of  success. 

A dash  into  the  city  by  either  a part  or  the  whole  of  the  force 
promised  no  compensating  result.  I therefore  determined  to  move 
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my  command  by  tlie  nearest  practicable  route  to  Ellis’  Cliff,  10  miles 
below  Natchez  in  a direct  line  and  21  by  the  river,  and  take  position 
there  with  my  battery  to  obstruct  navigation.  I reached  that  point 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th  and  found  a gunboat  stationed  there  ; but 
selecting  a favorable  position  for  the  battery  I awaited  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  5th  and  the  entire  day  of  the  6th  instant  the  passage  of 
transports.  None  passed,  however,  during  daylight,  and  but  two  at 
night,  which,  owing  to  the  elevation  of  the  cliff  and  the  slender  pros- 
pect of  inflicting  injury  by  the  fire  of  the  battery  in  the  dark,  I did 
not  open  on. 

About  7 p.  m.  of  the  6th  instant,  I received  reliable  information  that 
the  enemy  had  been  re-enforced  at  Natchez  by  a brigade  of  infantry 
and  one  of  cavalry  from  Vicksburg,  and  that,  relying  upon  the  dif- 
ficulties of  my  position  between  Natchez  and  the  Homocliitto  River, 
which  is  impassable  owing  to  the  destruction  of  its  bridges,  he  med- 
itated a movement  to  occupy  the  only  two  routes  of  egress  and  at- 
tack me  with  his  infantry  and  cavalry  forces.  It  is  proper  to  state, 
however,  that  previous  to  marching  to  that  point  I fully  considered 
these  probable  difficulties.  When,  therefore,  I learned  last  evening 
that  he  had  posted  his  cavalry  force  of  1,000  to  1,200  on  the  Kings- 
ton road  within  4 miles  of  my  encampment,  and  was  to  move  an  in- 
fantry and  artillery  force  this  morning  directly  against  me,  I at  once 
got  my  command  in  readiness  to  attack  and  force  my  way  through 
his  cavalry  at  daylight  this  morning  before  the  remainder  of  his 
forces  could  be  brought  up.  With  this  view  I kept  the  two  roads 
from  Kingston  and  ifatchez  strongly  picketed  during  the  night,  and 
moved  my  whole  force  and  trains  by  a plantation  road  to  within  a 
mile  of  his  position.  Obtaining  as  accurate  information  of  this  as 
the  darkness  permitted,  I made  my  dispositions  for  attack  and 
moved  forward  as  soon  as  the  dawn  permitted  me  to  distinguish 
objects. 

The  enemy  occupied  a very  strong  position  along  the  crest  of  a 
ridge  east  ot  the  creek,  with  a broad  slope  and  open  field  toward  the 
direction  of  our  approach,  thus  completely  commanding  the  road 
along  which  I was  moving.  But  after  a slight  skirmish  with  the 
Eleventh  Arkansas  Regiment,  dismounted  and  deployed,  under  the 
gallant  Colonel  Griffith,  and  a few  artillery  shots,  the  enemy  gave 
way  and  fled  with  great  precipitation  in  the  direction  of  Natchez.  I 
ordered  the  Fourteenth  Confederate  and  Stockdale’s  battalion  in  pur- 
suit. These  commands  followed  at  a gallop  for  6 or  8 miles,  but  such 
was  the  rapidity  of  his  flight  that  they  killed  and  captured  but  few. 
Guns,  haversacks,  shoes,  poultry.  See.,  were  picked  up  along  the  road 
by  which  they  escaped. 

I moved  my  command  to  Kingston,  16  miles  from  Natchez,  and 
shall  move  from  here  to-morrow  morning  in  the  direction  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  above  Natchez,  endeavoring  in  passing  the  latter  place 
to  draw  out  and  engage  the  enemy’s  cavalry  force. 

I have  been  burning  all  buildings,  cotton,  &c.,  upon  the  planta- 
tions of  certain  traitors  about  Natchez,  and  removing  negroes,  stock, 
&c.,  for  the  use  of  the  Government. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WIRT  ADAMS, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Capt.  George  Moorman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. ] 
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DECEMBER  1-10,  1863. — Affairs  at  Mount  Sterling  and  Jackson,  Ky. 

li  E F*  O . 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  4,  1803. 
Colonel  True  notified  me  liis  pickets  were  driven  in  last  niglit  at 
Mount  Sterling,  on  the  Perry ville  road  ; that  the  enemy  [numbered] 
800.  He  had  taken  to  the  houses.  I ordered  him  out  of  the  houses 
to  fight ; that  enemy  could  burn  town.  Enemy  not  exceeding  200, 
and  that  he  could  and  must  whip  them.  Don’t  believe  there  are  200. 

He  telegraphed  General  Fry  that  it  was  reported  that  3,000  of 
Longstreet’s  had  come  in. 

Colonel  Gallup  is  at  Paintsville.  The  whole  story  a rebel  lie  to 
scare  Colonel  True. 

I leave  for  Lebanon  and  Camp  Nelson.  Will  you  send  Major 
Simpson  to  meet  me  there  in  regard  to  roads  and  place  for  working 
negroes  ? 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Capt.  W.  P.  Anderson,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 

Repojd  of  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tenn., 

Dublin,  December  8,  1863. 

General  : Capt.  P.  M.  Everett,  whom  I sent  into  Kentucky  with 
a detachment  of  about  200  Kentucky  cavalry,  informs  me  to-day 
from  Gladesville,  Va.,  that  he  had  burned  $700,000  worth  of  stores 
at  Mount  Sterling  and  Jackson,  captured  250  horses,  and  killed, 
wounded,  and  captured  100  of  the  enemy  without  losing  a man  of  his 
detachment.  He  has  his  prisoners  with  him.  The  enemy,  about 
1,200  strong,  followed  him  through  Pound  Gap. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-  Geiieral. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Lisp.  Gen.,  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. 


DECEMBER  5-10,  1863. — Scouts  from  Columbia,  Ky. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edivard  H.  Hobson,  U.  S.  Army. 

Munford VILLE,  Ky.,  December  12,  1863. 
Scouting  parties  sent  across  Cumberland  into  Clinton  and  other 
counties  returned  to  Columbia.  Had  four  fights  ; killed  10  (Per- 
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gusoii’s)  men  ; captured  18  men  and  15  liorses.  What  shall  I do 
with  prisoners  ? They  are  the  meanest  of  Ferguson’s  guerrillas. 
Would  it  not  he  well  to  have  them  shot  ? 


E.  H.  HOBSON, 

Brigadier- General. 

Captain  Semple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Louisville. 


DECEMBER  6,  1863. — Affair  near  Fayetteville,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  F.  Knipe,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps. 

Decherd,  Tenn., 
December  9,  1863. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  detail  furnished  from  this  post,  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  as  guard  to  working  party 
taking  up  railroad  iron  on  Fayetteville  railroad,  was  attacked  on  the 
6th  instant,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fayetteville,  and  1 man  wounded 
and  4 taken  prisoners.  A small  bridge  beyond  Salem  was  destroyed 
on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant.  I have  sent  forward  hands  to  re- 
build this  structure  ; will  have  it  completed  by  this  time,  I think.  I 
apprehend  some  difficulty  in  the  removal  of  these  rails  with  the  force 
employed. 

I have  just  learned  that  the  contractor  uses  the  troops  furnished 
as  guard  to  secure  contrabands  in  the  neighborhood  to  do  the  work, 
and  that  while  so  employed  the  4 men  were  captured  by  a party 
calling  themselves  First  Tennessee  Battalion.  The  men  captured 
have  returned  to  this  post  with  inclosed  j)arole  paper.  I have  re- 
turned the  men  to  duty,  regarding  the  parole  as  of  no  account. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  company  of  mounted  infan- 
try under  command  of  Captain  Brixey,  stationed  at  Tracy  City,  could 
be  advantageously  used  on  this  work,  and  would  ask  permission  to 
so  use  them. 

JOS.  F.  KNIPE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twelfth  Corps. 


DECEMBER  10,  1863. — Scout  from  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Lucius  B.  Skinner,  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Batt.,  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  December  10,  1863. 

Captain  : In  pursuance  with  orders  from  General  Grierson,  re- 
ceived this  morning,  I sent  Lieutenant  Cover,  of  Company  M,  with 
25  men,  out  east  of  the  city  to  Mrs.  Governor  Jones’,  where  they 
learned  that  2 guerrillas  had  been  in  that  neighborhood,  and  between 
there  and  White’s  Station,  for  several  days.  About  1^  miles  east  of 
Buntyn  Station,  found  2 men  just  getting  on  their  horses  after  cut^ 
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ting  the  telegraph  wires.  They  immediately  gave  cliase  and,  after 
a ride  of  5 miles,  pursued  them  across  Nonconnali.  They  Avere  ol)liged 
to  give  it  up,  losing  their  track  in  the  bottom.  Tliey  gave  tliem  veiy 
close  chase,  capturing  the  old  musket  I send  yon,  also  a i)air  sad- 
dle bags,  but  did  not  get  near  enough  to  shoot  Avith  any  accuracy. 
They  could  hear  of  no  others  in  that  vicinity. 

Hoping  the  above  Avill  be  satisfactory,  I remain,  your  obedient 
servant, 

L.  B.  SKINNER, 
Cajptain,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Woodward, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cav.  Div.,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 


DECEMBER  11-17,  1863. — Scout  from  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  to  Florence,  Ala.,  and 
Skirmish  (12th)  on  Shoal  Creek,  near  Waylaiid  Springs,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  Richard  Roivett,  Seventh  Illinois  {mounted)  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry, 

Pulaski,  Tenn.,  Dece7nber  18,  18G3. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  AA^ith  orders 
from  headquarters  Second  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  dated 
Pulaski,  December  10,  18G3,  I started  on  the  morning  of  the  llth  Avith 
eight  squadrons  of  my  regiment  in  the  direction  of  Lamb’s  Ferry, 
Ala. , passed  through  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn. ; sent  one  squadron  with 
train  of  wagons  to  Waynesborough,  Tenn.;  moAmdwith  tlie  remain- 
ing seven  squadrons  again  in  the  direction  of  Lamb’s  Ferry;  encamped 
near  Rogersville,  Ala.,  Avhere  Major  Murphy,  with  100  home  guards, 
reported  to  me.  Moved  next  morning  to  Bainbridge  Ferry,  capturing 

2 prisoners,  Martindale  and  Taylor;  thence  to  Florence,  Ala.  Heard 
that  the  enemy  was  near  Wayland  Springs.  Moved  after  him 
and  sent  Major  Murphy  on  the  Waynesborough  road  to  cut  off  liis 
retreat ; had  some  skirmishing  and  took  4 prisoners.  Fell  in  with 
Moreland’s  battalion,  and  100  of  the  Fourth  Alabama  Cavalry  (in  all, 
350  strong,  and  under  command  of  Major  Moreland),  on  Shoal  Creek, 

3 miles  from  Wayland  Springs.  Through  a mistake  of  the  guide  we 
passed  by  their  camp,  when  the  enemy  attacked  us  in  the  rear.  The 
rear  guard  held  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  regiment  Avas  dismounted 
and  moved  to  the  rear  of  our  horses.  I fought  the  enemy  about 
three-fourths  of  an  hour,  when  he  Avas  driven  from  the  field,  leaving 
8 dead  and  22  prisoners  in  our  hands.  Our  loss  1 man  slightly 
wounded  and  3 horses  killed.  Major  Murphy  heard  the  firing  but 
Avas  not  able  to  take  part  in  the  fight;  he  reported  to  me  the  next 
morning.  I followed  the  enemy  l^-  miles,  when  darkness  preAmnted 
farther  pursuit. 

Arrived  at  camp  yesterday,  December  17,  with  35  prisoners  (3  com- 
missioned officers  and  30  enlisted  men,  and  2 murderers  of  Union 
soldiers,  Taylor  and  Martindale).  The  prisoners  were  turned  over  to 
the  provost-marshal  at  this  post.  Captain  Burnham  not  being  there, 
they  were  given  in  charge  of  Captain  Armstrong. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  ROWETT, 

Colonel  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry  Mounted  Volunteers. 

Capt.  L.  H.  Everts,  Assistant  Adjidant-General. 
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DECEMBER  12,  1863. — Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Ga. 

Report  of  Col.  Louis  D.  Watkins,  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division  Cavalry, 

Rossville,  Ga.,  December  14,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Saturday  morning, 
December  12,  at  8 a.  m.,  with  a force  of  200  men  from  the  Fourth  and 
Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  I left  this  post  on  a^scout  in  the  direction 
of  Dalton.  At  4 p.  m.,  12th  instant,  I charged  into  the  town  of  La 
Fayette,  capturing  18  prisoners,  6 of  whom  were  officers  of  the  rebel 
signal  corps,  and  some  30  animals.  Two  hours  before  we  arrived  at 
La  Fayette  the  Second  Kentucky  (rebel)  Cavalry  had  left  the  town, 
greatly  to  the  regret  of  myself  and  all  my  command. 

After  camping  for  the  night  on  Pigeon  Ridge,  5 miles  from  La 
Fayette,  we  crossed  the  Chickamauga  at  a bridge  3 miles  above 
Crawfish  Spring,  and  scouting  through  McLemore’s  Cove  without 
discovering  any  enemy  we  retured  to  camp. 

We  found  on  the  route  forage  only  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the 
command  wffiile  out. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  D.  WATKIKS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


DECEMBER  13,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Powell’s  River,  near  Stickleyville,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Wilson  C.  Lemert.  Eighty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn., 

December  18,  1863.. 

General  : My  cavalry  is  just  in  from  Jonesville.  They  drove  the 
rebel  pickets  from  Jonesville  and  came  upon  the  encampment  of  the 
Sixty-fourth  Virginia  at  Hickory  Flat,  7 miles  beyond.  ^ The  enemy 
fired  one  volley,  and  fled  to  Powell’s  River,  5 miles  this  side  of  Stick- 
leyville, where  they  were  re-enforced  by  part  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Virginia,  and  a brisk  skirmish  ensued.  A few  shell  drove  them 
from  the  ford,  when  the  cavalry  dashed  over  and  drove  them  in 
confusion  to  Stickleyville,  killing  5 and  taking  26  prisoners  (2  offi- 
cers) and  quite  a number  of  small-arms.  The  enemy  during  the 
night  left  Stickleyville  in  the  direction  of  Abingdon.  They  number 
about  500.  No  other  force  in  that  direction.  Major  Beeres,  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  says  there  is  no  force  at  Abingdon,  and 
but  a small  number  at  the  salt-works. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  LEMERT, 

Colonel. 


Brig.  Gen.  O.  B.  Willcox. 
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DECEMBER  14,  1863. — Capture  of  Union  Wagon  Train,  near  Clinch 

Mountain  Gup,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col,  Thomas  J.  Brady,  One  hundred  and  Seventeenth 

Indiana  Infantry. 

Blain’s  Cross-Roads, 

December  21,  18G3. 

Lieutenant  : I would  respectfully  report  to  you  that,  the  14th 
December,  while  carrying  out  Colonel  Mahan’s  instructions  respect- 
ing the  improvement  of  the  road  through  Clinch  Mountain  Gap,  I 
was  alarmed  just  at  sundown  by  the  repeated  report  of  musketry, 
and  information  was  brought  me  that  the  train  just  corraled  at  the 
opposite  foot  of  the  mountain  was  attacked.  I immediately  dis- 
patched Captain  Braxton  with  three  companies  to  its  defense. 
Shortly  after  I learned  that  the  force  attacking  was  larger  than  first 
supposed,  and  immediately  led  five  other  companies  to  its  relief.  Half 
way  down  the  mountain  the  firing  ceased,  and  knowing  from  the 
cheers  that  followed  that  the  train  was  captured,  I entertained  the 
idea  of  attempting  its  recapture.  At  this  time  Captain  Braxton  re- 
turned, the  train  having  surrendered  before  he  could  reach  it.  Mak- 
ing what  dispositions  I thought  necessary  for  the  attack,  I had  barely 
given  the  orders  to  advance,  when  informed  the  enemy  was  march- 
ing up  the  eastern  hill  and  upon  my  right  flank,  seemingly  regard- 
less of  my  presence,  and  a few  shots  fired  not  causing  him  to  pay  us 
equal  attention,  I withdrew  to  the  gap  and  dispatched  a company 
(Captain  Woodmansee’s)  to  the  summit  of  the  aforesaid  hill.  The 
captain  most  gallantly  repulsed  his  four  several  attempts  to  pos- 
sess it. 

Night  had  already  set  in,  and  my  attempt  to  communicate  with 
General  Shackelford  at  Bean’s  Station  proving  futile,  and  learning 
from  scouts  sent  out  that  the  enemy  in  my  rear  was  in  force,  and  per- 
ceiving the  fact  from  his  numerous  camp  fires,  I adopted  the  only  alter- 
native left  me — to  retreat.  Accordingly  at  9 p.  m.  camp  was  abandoned, 
and  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  over  the  crest  of  the  mountains 
toward  Rutledge.  The  night  was  dark  and  cold  and  our  route  path- 
less and  very  rough,  while  the  enemy  was  on  either  side  of  us,  his 
pickets  extending  far  upon  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  but  all  were 
impressed  with  the  danger  attending  the  movement  and  marched  in 
silence.  All  night  and  the  next  morning  until  10  o’clock  we  kept 
the  mountains.  At  that  hour  the  sound  of  battle  below  us  drew  our 
attention  to  the  south  valley,  where  we  could  easily  discern  the  con- 
tending forces.  Glad  to  leave  our  elevation,  I marched  below  and 
reported  to  General  Hascall  for  duty,  and  was  quickly  placed  in  po- 
sition to  avenge  upon  rebel  heads  our  night’s  hurried  march.  From 
him  I received  orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Graham,  and  was  put  in 
position  upon  the  ground  occupied  by  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry  (which 
moved  farther  to  the  right),  near  the  right  center.  In  front  and  to 
our  right  was  a heavy  wood.  By  order  I dispatched  a company  (B, 
Captain  King)  as  skirmishers,  with  instructions  to  gain  a fence  skirt- 
ing the  woods  immediately  to  our  front. 

The  position  was  gained  with  scarcely  any  opposition,  but  upon  the 
first  appearance  of  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  the  company  withdrew  in 
disorder.  I immediately  called  upon  Captain  Braxton,  Company  H , to 
regain  the  fence  at  any  cost.  Most  gallantly  was  the  order  obeved 
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and  under  a heavy  fire,  while  the  captain  held  the  position  until 
withdrawn.  In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  planting 
batteries  upon  our  right  fiank,  and  shot  and  shell  fiew  thick  and 
fast  over  us,  hut  the  position  assigned  us  by  Colonel  Graham  was 
held  until  night  set  in.  In  the  meanwhile,  I had  been  ordered  to  re- 
port to  Colonel  Gilbert,  and  by  him  to  Colonel  Reilly,  from  whom  I 
received  instructions  to  withdraw  in  silence  when  night  had  fairly 
set  in.  This  I did  without  creating  alarm  and  without  loss,  and 
marched  3 or  4 miles  south  of  Rutledge,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night.  Starting  the  following  morning  at  7 a.m.,  we  came  to  these 
cross-roads,  where  we,  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  the  gap,  re- 
ceived something  to  eat. 

Our  transportation,  camp  equipage,  and  the  greater  portion  of  regi- 
ment and  camp  property,  and  books  and  papers  were  lost. 

To  Captain  Woodmansee,  for.  his  gallant  conduct  in  repulsing  the 
enemy,  to  Captain  Braxton,  who  led  the  advance  over  the  mountain 
and  Avho  distinguished  himself  as  commander  of  skirmishers,  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sayles  and  Major  Bryant  for  hearty  co-operation, 
and  to  the  regiment  for  good  conduct,  I am  under  obligation. 

Commissary  .Sergeant  Kesler  and  Private  Lawton,  Company  B, 
were  indefatigable  and  fearless  in  their  efforts  to  trace  the  enemy’s 
line  below  in  the  valley. 

Sergeant  McGinnis,  Corporal  Rawlins,  and  Private  Carlton,  Com- 
pany I,  discovered  the  forces  and  positions  of  the  enemy  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  and  to  rear  of  us  ; and  while  doing  this  Carlton 
was  captured,  but  finally  overpowered  his  guard,  escaped,  and  re- 
joined ns. 

First  Sergeant  O’Haver,  Company  B,  acting  lieutenant,  com- 
manded pickets  during  the  night,  and  only  withdrew  at  dawn,  when 
the  enemy  prepared  to  assault. 

I am,  with  respect. 


THOS.  J.  BRADY, 

Colonel,  Commanding  llltli  Indiana  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Benj.  F.  Olden, 

Act ing  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DECEMBER  18-31,  1863.— Operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West 

Tennessee. 

✓ 

SXJ]Vt]MA.I^Y  OF  the:  EV HINTS. 

Dec.  24,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Estenaula,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Jack’s  Creek,  Tenn. 

26,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Somerville,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  near  New  Castle,  Tenn. 

27,  1863.— Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Collierville,  Tenn. 

Skirmisii  at  Grisson’s  Bridge,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  near  Moscow,  Tenn. 

28,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Miss. 

29,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Coldwater,  Miss. 
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REPOirrS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Beiijaaiin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Di- 
vision, Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

No.  2.— Col.  Edward  Hatch,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
of  skirmishes  at  La  Fayette  and  Collierville,  Tenn.  (27th). 

No.  3.— Lieut.  W.  Scott  Belden,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General. 

No.  4. — Col.  Edward  Prince,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  of  skirmishes  at  Estenaula 
(24th)  and  near  New  Castle,  Tenn.  (26th). 

No.  5.— -Lieut.  Col.  Jefferson  Brumback,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  skirmishes 
at  La  Fayette  and  Collierville,  Tenn.  (27th). 

No.  6.— Col.  AVilliam  H.  Morgan,  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade. 

No.  7.— Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson,  U.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  January  24,  1864. 
Captain  :*  In  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  324,  dated  head- 
quarters Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  December  18,  1863,  Colonel  Mizner 
Avas  ordered  to  moAm  his  command  (except  the  Sixth  Tennessee),  in 
connection  Avith  a brigade  of  infantry  and  battery,  under  General 
MoAver,  from  Corinth  north  tov^ard  Purdy.  At  the  same  time  I 
prepared  to  concentrate  the  rest  of  my  command  at  La  Grange,  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  north  and  operating  in  conjunction  Avith 
General  MoAver  from  Purdy,  and  General  A.  J.  Smith,  [Av^ho  Avas  to 
move  south]  from  Union  City,  toAvard  the  position  of  the  enemy  at 
Jackson,  Tenn.  Information  arrived,  hoA\^eAmr,  that  General  Smith 
was  not  yet  prepared  to  leave ; accordingly  my  moAmments  A\^ere  post- 
poned, Avith  the  exception  of  Colonel  Mizner,  Avho,  in  connection  A^^ith 
General  MoA\^er,  Av-as  ordered  north  to  Purdy,  there  to  aAyait  further 
developments. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  hoAvever,  I concentrated  the  rest  of  my 
command  at  La  Grange,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  north  to  Bolivar. 
Upon  arriving  at  La  Grange,  I Avas  informed  by  Genefal  Tuttle  that 
a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Chalmers  Avas  posted 
near  Salem.  This  information  having  been  telegraphed  to  the  major- 
general  commanding,  it  Avas  thought  best  to  remain  at  La  Grange 
for  the  present.  Accordingly,  at  daylight  on  the  folloAving  morning, 
I started  Colonel  Prince  Avith  about  500  men  of  the  Seventh  Illinois 
north,  A\^ith  instructions  to  cover  all  the  crossings  of  the  Hatchie, 
and,  if  pressed  by  the  enemy,  to  fall  back  toAvard  Grand  Junction. 
At  the  same  time  I sent  200  men  south  to  feel  Chalmers.  Colonel 
Prince  proceeded  to  Bolivar,  thence  northAAmst  along  the  Hatchie, 
destroying  all  the  boats  as  he  proceeded.  When  near  Estenaula, 
he  came  upon  a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  under  Richardson, 
Avho  A\"ere  crossing  the  Hatchie  at  that  point. 

He  attacked  and  drove  them  back  until  night  compelled  him  to 
suspend  operations,  and  he  fell  back  to  secure  a safe  position  in  Avhicli 
to  encamp.  Upon  reception  of  this  neAA^s  I immediately  dispatched 
Major  Burgh,  A^^ith  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  to  re-enforce  Colonel 
Prince,  and,  it  being  the  belief  that  the  enemy  AAmuld  attempt  to 

*For  portion  here  omitted,  see  p.  578. 
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cross  the  railroad  between  La  Grange  and  Pocahontas,  I disposed 
my  command  as  well  as  possible  to  intercept  him.  That  night  For- 
rest succeeded  in  crossing  his  whole  command  at  Estenaula. 

To  prevent  being  flanked,  Colonel  Prince  was  compelled  to  fall 
back  to  Somerville ; here  he  remained  all  day  on  the  25th,  and  com- 
municated with  me  at  La  Grange.  I immediately  ordered  him  to 
move  east  to  New  Castle,  where  Major  Burgh  had  by  this  time  ar- 
rived. He  started  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  on  the  road  to  New 
Castle.  About  4 miles  from  Somerville,  he  met  the  enemy  in  force 
and  engaged  them,  but  being  attacked  vigorously  in  the  rear,  his 
command  was  thrown  into  disorder  and  compelled  to  retreat.  They 
arrived  in  La  Grange,  as  did  also  Major  Burgh,  the  same  afternoon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  I learned  that  the  enemy  had  moved 
west.  I telegraphed  this  information  to  the  general  commanding, 
and  suggested  the  propriety  of  starting  a regiment  of  cavalry  west. 
This  was  approved,  and  Major  Burgh  was  immediately  ordered  to 
Collierville,  with  his  regiment,  and  instructions  to  report  by  tel- 
egraph to  the  general  commanding  immediately  upon  his  arrival  at 
that  point.  Scarcely  had  he  started  when  the  operator  at  La  Fayette 
stated  that  the  enemy  were  coming,  and  a few  moments  afterward 
the  wires  were  cut.  The  bridge  at  this  j>oint  had  been  repeatedly 
ordered  destroyed,  and  when  passing^there  upon  the  railroad  on  the 
22d  instant  I sent  a staff  officer  to  inquire  if  it  had  been  done.  He 
was  told  by  Lieutenant  Roberts,  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  who 
was  in  command  there,  that  it  was  entirely  destroyed. 

The  information  of  their  approach  was  received  about  fifteen  min- 
utes after  1 p.  m.  on  the  27th.  I immediately  telegraphed  Colonel 
Morgan,  who  was  at  Grand  Junction  with  his  brigade  and  a train  of 
cars,  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  keep  in  readiness  to  move  at  a 
moment’s  notice,  to  embark  his  command  and  run  to  La  Fayette  as 
speedily  as  possible,  as  the  enemy  had  attacked  that  place.  Consid- 
erable delay  occurred  before  Colonel  Morgan  left  La  Grange,  at  least 
two  hours  being  consumed  in  embarking  his  command  and  running 
2i  miles.  At  this  point  I gave  him  written  instructions  to  attack 
the  enemy  vigorously  wherever  he  might  be  found,  and  sent  with 
him  Major  Starr, 'one  of  my  staff,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  me  in- 
formation. 

In  the  meantime  I suggested  to  Brigadier-General  Tuttle  that  the 
force  of  white  troops  under  Major  Henry,  stationed  at  Moscow,  be 
sent  to  Grisson’s  Bridge  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Morgan.  The 
suggestion  was  approved  and  acted  upon.  When  Colonel  Morgan 
arrived  at  Grisson’s  Bridge  he  found  Major  Henry  stationed  there 
and  his  advance  already  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  He  (Major 
Henry)  received  orders  to  advance  with  his  command,  which  he  did 
with  alacrity,  and  engaged  the  enemy  sharply  ; and  I beg  leave  here 
to  make  mention  of  the  bravery  displayed  by  Major  Henry  and  his 
troops  upon  this  occasion.  He  drove  them  back,  and  Colonel  Morgan 
advanced  with  his  train  to  within  miles  of  La  Fayette,  where  he 
disembarked  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  although  Major  Henry 
was  still  in  his  advance  for  some  distance  with  skirmishers  and  re- 
serves engaging  the  enemy. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  get  through  the  swamp  in  line,  he  formed 
column  and  deployed  again  into  line  three  or  four  times.  In  this 
way  at  least  one  hour  was  consumed,  during  which  time  the  enemy 
was  fast  crossing  Wolf  River,  and  succeeded  in  crossing  his  entire 
force  before  Colonel  Morgan  had  fired  a shot.  In  the  meantime 
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Major  Burgh,  with  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  about  ^JOO  strong, 
marched  by  wagon  road  from  La  Grange  and  met  the  enemy  about 
miles  west  of  Moscow.  He  skirmished  with  and  drove  them,  in 
connection  with  Major  Henry,  until  he  arrived  at  La  Fayette.  Here 
the  enemy  divided,  part  going  west  along  the  railroad  and  the  rest 
going  south. 

Major  Burgh  pushed  west,  and  again  came  up  with  them  near  Col- 
lierville before  midnight.  He  immediately  dispatched  Colonel  Mor- 
gan, who  had  gone  into  bivouac  at  La  Fayette.  At  3 a.  m.  on  the 
28th,  Colonel  Morgan  moved  upon  them,  but  before  he  arrived  at 
Collierville  they  had  gone.  From  this  point  he  communicated  with 
the  major-general  commanding,  stating  that  his  command  were  worn 
out,  when  they  had  marched  but  8-|-  miles  in  two  days  and  had  not 
yet  succeeded  in  coming  within  shooting  distance  of  the  enemy.  Ho 
was  ordered  both  by  the  major-general  commanding  and  myself  to 
start  immediately  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  The  last  order  he  received 
at  6 p.  m.  on  the  28th,  but  did  not  move  until  3 o’clock  the  next 
morning.  In  the  meantime.  Colonel  Mizner’s  brigade  had  returned 
from  Purdy  to  Corinth  and  was  brought  by  rail  to  La  Grange. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  I started  the  Second  Brigade,  under 
Major  Coon,  southwest  to  Mount  Pleasant,  thence  to  Hudsonville. 
A.S  soon  as  Mizner  arrived  at  La  Grange  I proceeded  with  his  brigade 
to  Hudsonville.  At  midnight  on  the  28th,  I started  scouts  to  ascer- 
tain the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  who  had  passed  southwest  from 
Hudsonville  the  morning  before. 

At  daylight  on  the  29th,  I started  the  Second  Brigade  in  pursuit. 
I soon  received  information  from  Major  Coon  that  Forrest  had  been 
joined  by  Chalmers,  and  that  another  movement  on  the  road  was 
contemplated  by  the  combined  forces.  Taking  this  information, 
in  connection  with  a dispatch  which  about  this  time  I received 
from  the  major-general  commanding,  with  inf ormation  that  a consid- 
erable force  of  the  enemy  had  crossed  Coldwater  north  to  re-enforce 
Forrest,  I deemed  it  best  to  move  to  Mount  Pleasant  with  the  rest 
of  my  command,  and  sent  detachments  to  Olive  Branch  and  farther 
west,  in  order  to  completely  cover  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  sent 
expeditions  to  all  the  fords  and  crossings  on  Coldwater,  and  one  to 
proceed,  if  possible,  as  far  as  Byhalia. 

The  next  morning  (30th)  I received  information  from  all  the  scouts 
that  the  enemy  had  passed  rapidly  southward,  and  a cold  rain,  accom- 
panied by  snow,  setting  in,  I ordered  Colonel  Mizner  to  proceed  with 
his  command, via  Mount  Pleasant,  to  La  Grange,  sent  the  Sixth  Illi- 
nois, via  Olive  Branch,  to  Germantown,  and  with  the  rest  of  the 
command  fell  back  to  Collierville. 

I herewith  transmit  report  by  Colonel  Morgan  of  the  part  taken 
by  his  command  in  the  late  pursuit ; also,  extract  from  the  rej^ort  of 
Maj.  M.  H.  Starr,  acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  Cavalry 
Division,  who  was  present  during  the  movements  of  Colonel  Mor- 
gan’s brigade  from  La  Grange  at  La  Fayette. 

If  Colonel  Morgan  had  evinced  as  much  enterprise  in  pursuing  and 
attacking  the  enemy  as  he  has  in  making  excuses  for  his  tardy  move- 
ments, success  would  undoubtedly  have  attended  our  efforts. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  GRIERSON, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Harris,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  CaVaIlry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Term.,  January  1,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Thurston, 

Assistant  Inspector- General,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps: 

* * * * 4s  Hi 


Toucliiiig  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  at  La  Fayette,  on  the 
27th  day  of  December,  and  the  escape  of  the  rebel  forces  under  For- 
rest, I would  report  that  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division  received 
orders  to  move  to  La  Fayette  and  attack  the  enemy  wherever  found  : 
that  ample  time  was  given  in  which  to  move  to  La  Fayette  before 
the  enemy  could  have  crossed  his  whole  force ; and,  further,  that 
no  disposition  was  shown  by  the  brigade  commander  to  press  the 
enemy  while  there  was  a probability  of  preventing  the  crossing  and 
escape  of  his  whole  force. 

I would  report  Col.  W.  H.  Morgan,  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry 
Volunteers,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps,  as  inefficient. 


* 4«  * 4:  4s  * 


Kespectfully  submitted. 


M.  H.  STARR, 

Major  6th  III.  Cav.,  A.  A.  1.  G.,  Cav.  Div.,  16th  A.  C. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Edivard  Hatch,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  of  skirmishes  at  La  Fayette  and  Collierville, 
Term.  {T7th). 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Collierville,  January  1,  1864. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  detachments  of  this  brigade  which  were  left  in 
camp  when  the  command  was  ordered  out  during  the  recent  advance 
of  the  enemy : 

At  3 p.  m.  on  the  24th  of  December,  1863,  in  compliance  with  or- 
ders received  from  your  headquarters  by  telegraph,  I ordered  a de- 
tachment of  30  men,  under  Lieutenant  Dunham,  mounted  on  the 
wagon  mules,  to  Macon,  Tenn.  They  swam  Wolf  River  about  7 
miles  northeast  of  this  place,  and  proceeded  to  Macon,  reaching 
there  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  found  no  enemy 
in  the  vicinity,  and  returned  to  camp,  arriving  about  3 p.  m.,  25tli 
December. 

On  the  25th  December,  received  orders  from  General  Hurlbut  to 
destroy  all  the  crossings  of  Wolf  River  immediately.  Telegraphed 
the  orders  to  Germantown  and  La  Fayette,  and  sent  details  from 
Collierville  to  perform  the  duty.  On  the  26th  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th  December,  repeated  the  orders,  and  supposed  that  they 
were  obeyed,  but  have  since  learned  that  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
at  La  Fayette  was  only  partial.  ' 

About  half  past  Ip.  m.,  on  the  27th  December,  received  informa- 
tion that  the  enemy  in  large  force  was  crossing  the  Wolf  River  at 
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LaT"ayette  ; that  they  had  driven  Lieutenant  Roberts,  Ninth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  with  his  command  of  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  from  the  town,  and  were  pushing  liim  west  on  the  State  Lino 
road.  This  information  came  by  mounted  courier.  1 immediately 
mounted  every  man  that  was  available  in  camp,  using  the  transj)o]-- 
tation  mules  for  the  purpose,  and  sent  Captain  Foster,  Second  Iowa 
Cavalry,  in  command  of  the  detachment,  amounting  to  about  100 
men,  on  the  State  Line  road  toward  La  Fayette.  They  met  Lieu- 
tenant Roberts,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  his  command,  about 
50  men,  2 miles  west  of  La  Fayette,  and  immediately  joined  with 
him  and  engaged  the  enemy;  checked  their  advance.  Drove  it  back 
half  a mile,  but  heavy  re-enforcements  of  the  rebels  coming  up  tliey 
again  drove  our  men  slowly  but  steadily  back,  pursuing  them  until 
within  range  of  our  guns  in  the  fort  at  Collierville,  which  were 
opened.  Our  little  detachment  fought  so  stubbornly  that  it  was 
after  dark  when  our  artillery  opened. 

The  enemy,  2,000  strong,  under  General  Forrest,  formed  a line  of 
battle  three-fourths  of  a mile  east  of  the  fort,  sending  400  west  and 
600  south  of  the  town.  The  night  was  intensely  dark,  and  it  was 
raining. 

Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  December,  General 
Forrest  moved  his  whole  command  south  on  the  Chulahoma  road. 
Soon  after  daylight  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  came  into  camp  from 
the  east ; about  9 a.  m.  Colonel  Morgan’s  brigade  arrived. 

At  12  m.  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  started  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  and  at  3 a.  m.  on  the  29th,  Colonel  Morgan’s  brigade  fol- 
lowed. The  pursuit  was  continued  a few  miles  south  of  the  Cold- 
water,  but  the  enemy  having  twenty-four  hours  the  start  of  any 
considerable  portion  of  our  forces,  of  course  the  pursuit  was  fruitless. 

The  command  returned  to  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  De- 
cember. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Foster,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  of 
Sergeant  Pullman,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  most  of  the  men  of 
their  commands,  is  highly  commendable. 

Our  casualties  are  as  follows  : Two  men  wounded  and  8 men  cap- 
tured. The  losses  of  the  enemy  much  greater  than  ours,  and  as  far 
as  known  were  1 man  killed  and  7 men  wounded. 

I am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 

Colonel  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Woodward, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Cav.  Div.,  l^th  A.  C.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  W.  Scott  Belden,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  of  the  destruction  of  bridges  at  La 
Fayette. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Cav.  Div.,  16th  Army  Corps, 

Collierville,  Tenn.,  January  2,  1864. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in 
regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  at  La  Fayette : 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  by  telegraph  from  your  head- 
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quarters,  December  25,  1863,  ordering  tlie  destruction  of  all  crossings 
on  Wolf  River,  I telegraphed  to  Lieut.  S.  O.  Roberts,  Ninth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  commanding  at  La  Fayette,  to  destroy  all  crossings  on  the 
Wolf,  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Fayette.  This  order  was  repeated  on 
the  26th  and  27th  days  of  December,  1863,  and  was  received  by  Lieu- 
tenant Roberts  (see  certificate  of  telegraph  operator  at  Collierville 
and  La  Fayette),  but  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  was  not  com- 
plete, a foot-path  being  left,  whereby  the  enemy  crossed  on  the  27th 
December,  and  from  thence  south. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  SCOTT  BELDEN, 

Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Assistant  Adjutarit-  General. 

[Inclosures.] 

Collierville,  Tenn., 

December  29,  1863. 

I certify,  and  am  willing  to  testify  under  oath,  that  on  the  25th, 
26th,  and  27th,  one  or  all  of  these  days,  in  December,  1863,  I sent  at 
least  three  messages  to  Lieutenant  Roberts,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
in  command  at  La  Fayette,  ordering  him  in  positive  and  unmistaka- 
ble terms  to  destroy  all  crossings  of  Wolf  River,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  getting  over. 

The  same  orders  were  also  sent  to  commanding  officer  at  German- 
town, and  all  bearing  the  signature  of  W.  Scott  Belden,  lieutenant, 
and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Second  Brigade  Cavalry,  Six- 
teenth Army  Corps. 

E.  F.  BUTLER, 

Operator. 

La  Fayette, 
December  29,  1863. 

Lieutenant  Belden, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

All  the  messages  are  destroyed  that  were  in  my  office.  I received 
several  messages  for  Lieut.  S:  O.  Roberts  from  you  to  destroy  all 
crossings,  and  he  received  them  all,  for  I delivered  them  in  person. 
Respectfully, 

W.  A.  THAYER. 


No.  4. 

Eeport  of  Col.  Edward  Prince,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  of  skir- 
mishes at  Estenaula  {2Uh)  and  near  Neiv  Castle,  Tenn.  {'ZQth). 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  December  27,  1863. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from 
General  Grierson,  commanding  division,  I marched  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  instant  at  6 a.  m.  The  orders  above  alluded  to  directed 
me  to  proceed  Avith  my  regiment,  with  five  days’  rations  and  100 
rounds  of  ammunition,  to  Bolivar.  From  that  point  to  send  patrols 
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as  far  as  practicable  up  and  down  tlie  Hatcliie,  to  watch  all  the  cross- 
ings and  destroy  all  the  means  of  crossing  that  stream.  I was 
further  advised  that  the  general  commanding  division  would  hold 
his  command  near  La  Grange  for  the  present,  in  view  of  informa- 
tion relative  to  an  attack  from  below.  I was  directed  to  remain  in 
the  vicinity  of  Bolivar  until  further  orders,  &c. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  Bolivar  at  about  Op.  m. 
I learned  that  night  that  the  ferry-boat  which  Forrest  had  taken  to 
the  mouth  of  Clover  had  been  moved  to  Estenaula,  some  distance 
below,  on  tlie  morning  of  December  24,  1863.  I therefore  sent  two 
companies,  F and  M,  to  destroy  a ferry  crossing  some  7 miles  above 
Bolivar.  Sent  also  A Company,  to  proceed  to  mouth  of  Clover  and 
destroy  any  means  of  crossing  the  rebels  might  have  at  that  point. 
I then  moved  directly  to  Westville,  12  miles  west  of  Bolivar,  thence 
in  the  direction  of  Estenaula,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  map.* 

On  arriving  within  4^  miles  of  Estenaula,  we  came  upon  the  rebel 
pickets,  and  immediately  attacked  three  rebel  regiments  under  com- 
mand of  General  Eichardson.  We  succeeded  in  driving  these  regi- 
ments to  the  Slough  Bridge,  1-J  miles  this  side  of  Estenaula,  at  which 
point  we  were  unable  to  drive  them  farther.  We  were,  however,  able 
to  hold  our  ground  without  difficulty,  and  did  so  till  about  8 p.  m. , 
when,  to  avoid  being  flanked,  I retired  my  command  in  good  order, 
not  under  fire. 

About  10  p.  m.  the  enemy  sent  about  300  mounted  men  toward 
Westville,  and  attacked,  with  double  the  strength  of  my  regiment, 
the  line  I had  formed,  but  were  repulsed  ; when,  finding  that  the 
rebels  were  sending  a heavy  column  to  our  left,  I found  it  necessary 
to  again  retire,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  The  main  force  I 
sent  into  Somerville,  and  held  the  forks  of  the  road  4-i-  miles  n.  rth  of 
Somerville.  The  command  arrived  in  Somerville  about  5 a.  m.,  hav- 
ing fought  over  four  hours  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours,  and 
having  marched  over  rough  roads  a distance  of  40  or  more  miles. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  Company  C,  detachments  A,  F,  and  M, 
were  only  able  to  join  me  after  the  fight.  C detachment  came  in 
about  11  p.  m.,  having  carried  dispatches  to  the  general  coniii  and- 
ing  division  at  La  Grange.  I remained  in  Somerville  December  25, 
fed,  rested,  inspected,  and  cleaned  arms,  scouted  west,  north,  and 
east  to  New  Castle,  and  received  orders  about  12.30  a.  m.,  December 
26,  to  immediately  move  east  to  New  Castle;  that  Major  Burgh  was 
at  that  point  with  300  men  and  four  12-pounder  howitzers.  I re- 
ceived, also,  word  from  Major  Burgh  that  he  was  at  that  point.  I 
immediately  dispatched  Major  Burgh  to  remain  at  New  Castle,  unless 
he  was  forced  back,  and  informed  him  that  I would  move  east  and 
join  liim  ; further  directing  him  to  send  a scouting  party  toward 
Whiteville.  At  4.30  a.  m.  I marched  from  Somerville,  taking  the 
New  Castle  road,  and  met  the  enemy  about  4 miles  from  New  Castle. 
We  immediately  formed,  and  pushed  by  hard  fighting,  both  on  foot 
and  mounted,  to  about  1^  miles  from  where  Major  Burgh  was  rest- 
ing in  line  of  battle. 

I then  dispatched  messages,  two  in  writing,  to  General  Grierson, 
stating  that  I was  fighting  the  enemy  and  where,  and  further  stat- 
ing that  Major  Burgh  was  not  co-operating,  and  hence  had  probably 
been  forced  to  retire.  I have  since  learned  that  no  written  messages 
had  come  through. 

The  fight  commenced  about  9 a.  m.  and  lasted  till  12.30,  when,  the 
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enemy  having  gained  onr  rear,  we  were  compelled  to  retire,  and, 
owing  to  the  broken  character  of  the  ground,  in  considerable  dis- 
order. 

The  loss  the  enemy  sustained,  however,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
must  have  exceeded  our  entire  loss,  which  will  not  exceed  40  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  I collected  all  the  men  I could  and  flanked 
the  enemy’s  left,  sent  word  to  New  Castle,  and  ascertained  that  Ma- 
jor Burgh  had  been  some  time  gone  from  New  Castle.  I overtook 
his  rear  guard  about  3 miles  from  New  Castle,  and  the  major  him- 
self about  7 miles  from  that  place  (New  Castle).  The  major  states 
that  he  held  a consultation  among  his  officers,  and  did  send  out  two 
companies,  who  had  a little  skirmish  with  the  enemy. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that,  if  Major  Burgh  had  made 
any  show  on  the  rear  of  his  foe,  or  had  even  discharged  a how- 
itzer in  his  own  camp,  the  flght  would  have  ended  in  a complete 
rout  of  the  enemy  and  the  capture  of  several  hundred  prisoners. 
As  it  is,  I have  only  to  report  Major  Burgh  for  incompetency  and 
violation  of  orders.  I desire  also  to  report  that  the  force  fought 
yesterday  consisted  of  about  300  of  Forrest’s  command,  commanded 
by  General  F[orrestJ  in  person.  General  Richardson  and  Colonel 
Neely,  in  command  of  about  1,300  men ; that  it  is  my  opinion  that 
at  the  time  of  the  fight  yesterday  Forrest’s  artillery  and  train  were 
on  the  move  for  Somerville  from  Fayette  Corners,  and  that  it  ar- 
rved  at  that  place  last  night. 

Respectfully, 

EDWARD  PRINCE, 

Colonel  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Lieutenant  Belden,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jejferson  Brumhach,  Ninety-fifth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, of  skirmishes  at  La  Fayette  and  Collierville,  Tenn.  (27^^/^). 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-fifth  Regt.  Ohio  Infantry  Vols., 

Camp  at  Collierville,  Tenn.,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  the  enemy,  under 
command  of  Forrest,  having  crossed  the  Wolf  Creek  at  La  Fayette, 
approached  this  place,  driving  before  them  a few  cavalry  that  had 
been  sent  out  to  oppose  their  advance  and  watch  their  movements. 
About  dark  they  engaged  and  drove  in  my  pickets,  after  a sharj) 
skirmish.  A few  shots  were  flred  by  the  guns  in  the  fort.  During 
the  night  the  enemy  attacked  one  of  my  picket  posts,  when  a few 
shots  were  exchanged  between  the  parties.  Beyond  this,  all  remained 
quiet  during  the  night,  which  was  very  dark,  and  in  the  morning 
the  enemy  had  disappeared. 

The  casualties  in  my  regiment  are,  2 men  missing,  Corpl.  George 
W.  Corbin,  and  Private  Barton  Durant.  Both  were  probably  cap- 
tured by  mistaking,  while  falling  back  from  the  picket  post  in  the 
darkness,  rebel  cavalry  for  our  own. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BRUMBACK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  E.  A.  Rawson,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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No.  G. 

Report  of  Col,  William  H.  Morgan,  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Grand  Junction,  Tenn.,  January  11,  18G4. 

General  * Compelled  by  false  and  slanderous  reports,  put  in  cir- 
culation in  reference  to  me  and  the  troops  which  I have  the  honor  to 
command,  to  prepare  an  official  report  of  my  and  their  operations  of 
late,  a copy  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  perusal. 

Feeling  confident,  in  fact  knowing,  that  no  other  motive  tlian  a 
desire  to  do  justice  to  all  within  your  jurisdiction  prompts  you  or 
your  decisions  when  estimating  their  abilities,  and  believing  that  an 
effort  has  been  made  to  prejudice  your  mind  against  us,  and  tins, 
too,  by  false  representations,  we  feel  it  a duty  incumbent  on  us  to 
present  the  facts  clearly,  distinctly,  and  fairly  to  your  mind. 

Our  case  is,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted  for  your  decision. 
That  we  are  not  responsible  for  the  errors  committed  in  the  recent 
operations  in  this  quarter  is  our  opinion,  and  that  we  are  not  willing 
to  shoulder  the  military  blunders  of  our  superiors  we  boldly  assert. 

In  the  highest  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  MOEGAN, 

Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Comdg. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Corps,  Memphis. 

[luclosure.] 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Grand  Junction,  January  4,  1864. 

Captain  : We  propose  herein  to  furnish  in  detail,  though  as 
briefiy  as  possible,  a sketch  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  from  the 
27th  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1863. 

In  order  that  its  object  may  be  fully  understood,  or  that  the  facts 
may  be  clearly,  distinctly,  fairly,  and  correctly  presented  to  the  mind 
of  the  general  commanding,  it  is  thought  best  that  we  should  particu- 
larize a little,  or,  as  stated  in  the  beginning,  to  conduct  our  report 
in  detail.  The  following  is,  therefore,  volunteered  and  respectfully 
submitted : 

At  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  of  December  last,  we  re- 
ceived at  brigade  headquarters,  in  Grand  Junction,  Tenn.,  a tele- 
gram from  Brigadier-General  Grierson,  at  La  Grange,  directing  this 
command  to  move  by  rail,  and  as  quickly  as  possible,  west  to  La 
Fayette,  the  object  being  to  intercept  the  rebel  General  Forrest,  who, 
with  his  command,  was  said  to  be  crossing  Wolf  River  and  the  rail- 
road at  that  point  from  the  north. 

This  order  was  communicated  verbally,  and  without  a moment’s 
hesitation,  to  each  regimental  and  the  artillery  commander,  and  by 
them  in  the  same  manner  to  their  respective  commands.  We  think 
it  would  approach  very  near  a correct  statement  to  say  that  from  the 
time  this  order  was  received  and  issued  from  these  headquarters  to 
that  of  its  reception  by  the  troops  near  five  minutes  had  elapsed. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  however,  every  officer  and  man  was 
actively  engaged  in  making  such  preparations,  and  such  only,  as 
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were  absolutely  necessary  for  tlie  work  we  were  expecting  to  per- 
form. This  preparation,  nnnecessary  to  detail,  but  familiar  to  every 
officer  of  the  infantry  arm  of  the  service,  added  to  the  time  required 
to  form  companies  and  regiments  and  to  march  from  camp  (a  dis- 
tance of  at  least  one-fourth  of  a mile)  to  the  railway  train  intended 
to  convey  us,  did  not  require  a less  period  than  twenty  or  thirty 
minutes. 

If  it  is  possible  for  this  movement  to  be  considered  taMy,  we  think 
an  apology  can  be  offered  which  will,  or  ought  to  in  our  opinion, 
dispel  any  thought  of  this  kind,  jDarticularly  if  entertained  by  an 
unprejudiced  or  impartial  mind,  when  we  state  that  it  was  and  had 
been  raining  very  hard  for  at  least  one  hour.  Owing  to  this,  we  ex- 
perienced considerable  inconvenience  and  delay  on  the  arrival  of  the 
command  at  the  train,  so  that  it  was  some  minutes  before  the  infan- 
try was  on  board  and  ready  to  be  moved.  It  was  with  the  artillery, 
however,  that  we  experienced  the  most  difficulty,  and  with  which  a 
greater  length  of  time  was  occupied.  Each  gun  and  caisson  had  to 
be  unlimbered,  and  the  two  parts  of  each  taken  by  hand  and  placed 
on  the  platform  cars  intended  to  convey  them.  This,  necessarily  a 
slow  process  at  best,' was  now  rendered  doubly  tedious  on  account  of 
the  rain  and  mud. 

We  had  succeeded  in  getting  two  guns  and  two  caissons  with  their 
limbers,  and  the  remaining  guns  of  the  battery  without  limbers, 
and  probably  8 or  10  horses,  on  and  in  the  cars,  when  we  received  a 
dispatch  directing  us  to  leave  the  battery  if  not  loaded.  The  re- 
maining caissons  were  immediately  ordered  to  be  and  were  returned 
to  camp,;  but  as  the  men  were  engaged  in  jffacing  on  the  cars  the 
limbers  of  the  two  guns  already  on  board,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
horses  for  so  much  of  the  battery  as  was  then  loaded,  we  concluded 
that,  as  the  battery  would  not  probably  be  of  much  service  to  us 
without  the  horses,  to  continue  the  loading,  particularly  as  it  was 
asserted  that  but  a moment  would  be  required  to  accomplish  all  that 
we  desired.  Up  to  this  time  near  one  hour  had  been  consumed. 

‘ Kow,  this  may  appear  to  those  who  have  had  no  experience  of  this 
kind,  and  under  similar  circumstances,  as  an  unusual  length  of  tinie. 
We,  however,  think  differently,  and,  as  we  can  truthfully  and  sin- 
cerely, we  will  bear  testimony  to  the  energy  and  will  displayed  by 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  command,  and  to  the  great  desire  exhib- 
ited by  all  to  reach  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the  place  desig- 
nated in  the  first  order  received  from  division  headquarters. 

Our  own  preparations  being  completed,  it  was  reported  that  the 
locomotive  liad  not  a sufficient  supply  of  wood.  It  was  necessary, 
therefore,  to  supply  this  deficiency,  and  in  order  to  do  so  the  entire 
train,  loaded,  had  to  be  backed  up  some  distance.  It  was  now  near 
3. 30  p.  m.  before  we  were  ready  to  and  did  start. 

The  distance  from  Grand  Junction  to  La  Fayette  is  by  rail  near 
20  miles,  we  believe.  At  the  rate  of  travel  over  this  road,  say  20 
miles  jjer  hour — and  this  was  Uie  best  time  made  by  the  train  that 
day — it  will  be  seen  that  had* we  been  able  to  have  proceeded  un- 
interruptedly we  would  have  arrived  at  our  destination  at  4.30  p.  m., 
just  nine  minutes  before  sunset  on  that  day. 

But  on  our  arrival  at  La  Grange  our  progress  was  cut  short  for  a 
moment  in  order  that  we  might  communicate  with  our  commanding 
officer,  who,  we  had  learned  by  telegram,  desired  an  interview  with 
us  on  our  arrival  at  that  place.  We  here  received  orders  to  press 
the  enemy,  &c.,  and  a re-enforcement  in  the  person  of  Maj.  M.  H. 
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Starr,  acting  assistant  inspector-general  on  the  staff  of  the  divis- 
ion commander. 

To  accommodate  the  major,  the  train  was  again  stopped  at  Mos- 
cow, a village  about  9 miles  farther  west.  We  were  here  detained 
near  live  minutes  before  again  jjroceeding  westward.  Wliat  tlie 
object  of  this  detention  was  has  never  yet  been  made  clear  to  our 
minds,  unless  it  was  to  report  our  arrival  to  his  commanding  ollicer, 
and,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  received  from  him,  as  was  stated  by 
the  major,  to  report  progress  every  ten  minutes,  if  iDOSsible.  • 

Arriving  at  Grisson’s  Bridge,  distant  from  Moscow  about  (5  miles, 
and  finding  there  detachments  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  and  One 
hundred  and  seventeenth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Henry,  of  the  first-named  regiment,  and  this 
location  not  being  far  distant  from  the  proposed  field  of  action,  we 
ordered  a halt  to  learn,  if  possible,  the  situation  of  affairs. 

The  major  informed  us  that  he  had  sent  two  companies  of  his  com- 
mand along  the  road  toward  La  Fayette,  and  that  they  had  been 
skirmishing  some  minutes  with  the  enemy,  who  was  reported  in 
strong  force  in  their  front. 

It  was  still  raining  very  hard,  and  from  our  position  on  the  loco- 
motive it  was  barely  possible  to  see  distinctly  anything  at  a distance 
beyond  200  or  300  yards.  We  concluded,  therefore,  that  if  this  re- 
port of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  was  correct,  it  would  be,  to  say 
the  least,  imprudent  to  rush  blindly  forward,  or  to  move  at  any  other 
than  a reduced  rate  of  speed.  This  conclusion  became  at  once  an 
imperative  duty,  when  we  took  into  consideration  the  probable  con- 
dition of  the  arms  on  account  of  the  rain,  and  particularly  those  in 
the  hands  of  the  men  who  had  been  compelled  to  be  transported  on 
the  roofs  of  the  cars.  Added  to  this  was  the  cramped  condition  of 
the  men  within  the  cars.  There  was  therefore  but  little  hesitancj^  in 
determining  the  proper  course  to  pursue.  We  directed  Major  Henry 
to  leave  two  companies  of  his  command  at  the  bridge,  and  with  the 
remainder  to  proceed  in  advance  of  the  train,  prepared  to  resist  and 
to  give  us  timely  warning  of  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
to  draw  us  into  an  ambush.  This  order  was  promptly  responded  to 
by  the  major  and  his  men,  who  in  a moment  were  marching  as 
rapidly  as  possible  along  the  railroad  toward  La  Fayette.  The  train 
was  kept  well  up,  and  every  man  in  readiness  to  quit  the  cars  at  any 
moment  the  necessity  required  or  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
permit. 

Any  one  familiar  with  the  country  along  the  railroad  extending 
from  Grisson’s  Bridge  to  La  Fayette  knows  that  it  is  very  low,  flat, 
and  swampy,  and  that  as  a route  for  infantry  is,  at  almost  any  sea- 
son of  the  year,  impracticable  ; and  any  ofiicer  with  the  least  degree 
of  military  talent  or  common  sense  will,  we  think,  agree  with  us  that 
to  have  ordered  the  train,  loaded  as  it  was,  rapidly  forward,  and 
this,  too,  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  reported  largely  superior  to  his 
own  force,  would  have  merited  the  severest  censure  to  say  the  least. 
We,  therefore,  moved  cautiously,  yet  as  rapidly  as  was  in  our  opin- 
ion proper  under  the  circumstances,  and  had  reached  a distance 
from  La  Fayette  not  to  exceed  one-half  mile  when  the  men  were 
ordered  off  and  out  of  the  cars  and  into  line  of  battle.  We  were  in- 
duced to  do  this  from  another  report  received,  that  the  enemy  was  in 
force  in  front  of  us,  which  report  was  confirmed  by  the  increased  and 
rapid  firing  of  Major  Henry’s  command,  deployed  a short  distance  in 
advance.  Our  line  being  formed,  we  advanced  or  attempted  to  ad- 
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vance  in  this  order,  but  found  it  wholly  impossible  on  account  of  the 
swamps,  underbrush,  and  down  timber,  and  were  therefore  com- 
pelled to  advance  by  the  flank. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  was  now  quite  dark,  and  such 
being  the  fact,  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  conceded  as  another  and 
very  serious  obstacle  to  a rapid  advance. 

Having  marched  a short  distance  in  the  order  indicated,  we  were 
met  by  Captain  Blackburn,  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  the 
information  that  the  enemy  was  still  in  very  strong  force  immedi- 
ately in  advance  of  us.  If  this  was  correct,  he  was  of  course  pre- 
pared to  resist  us. 

The  command  passed  again  into  the  order  of  battle  and  advanced, 
with  the  expectation  that  the  enemy  would  open  on  us  every  mo- 
ment. We  felt  the  importance  of  keeping  the  men  well  in  hand  in 
case  of  an  engagement  at  that  hour  of  the  night,  and  exerted  our- 
selves accordingly.  W e discovered  in  a little  while,  however,  that  our 
reporters  had  either  been  very  greatly  deceived  or  that  the  enemy 
had  retreated  precipitately.  We  continued  on  the  march  until  we 
had  reached  an  elevated  position  about  one-fourth  of  a mile  to  the 
east  of  the  village,  and  then  bivouacked. 

As  my  command  was  much  fatigued,  and  all  of  us  without  horses, 
we  did  not  think  that  much,  if  anything,  could  be  accomplished  by 
pursuing  with  infantry  a well-mounted  force  of  the  enemy,  and  no- 
tified the  division  commander  accordingly. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  we  here  parted  com- 
pany with  the  distinguished  (?)  acting  assistant  inspector-general  of 
the  Cavalry  Division.  Taking  the  train  upon  which  was  the  battery 
attached  to  this  brigade,  he  returned,  we  believe,  to  La  Grange  the 
same  night,  there  to  regale  his  commanding  and  superior  officers 
with  his  exploits,  and  to  assure  them  of  his  superior  military  talent 
by  criticising  the  operations  of  this  brigade  and  by  speaking  dis- 
paragingly of  it  and  its  commander. 

Major  Burgh,  with  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  arriving  shortly 
after,  continued  on  the  road  toward  Collierville.  At  12  o’clock  that 
night  we  received  a message  from  him  to  the  effect  that  Forrest, 
with  his  force,  4,500  strong,  was  near  Collierville,  and  that  he  de- 
signed attacking  that  place  at  daylight. 

Orders  were  issued  at  once,  and  at  3 a.  m.  this  brigade  was  on  the 
march  for  that  place,  at  which,  or  the  enemy’s  rear,  we  expected  to 
arrive  at  early  dawn,  and  in  time  to  render  assistance  to  the  garri- 
son. 

We  selected  the  railroad  as  the  best  route,  and  the  one  upon  which 
the  enemy  would  be  less  liable  to  expect  us,  and  had  reached  a point 
nearly  opposite  the  ground  upon  which  the  command  of  Major 
Burgh  had  halted,  and  about  4 miles  distant  from  La  Fayette,  when 
we  were  met  by  a courier  from  him,  who  stated  to  us  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  continue  much  farther  on  this  route,  as  the 
enemy’s  force  occupied  an  extent  of  country  bordering  on  the  rail- 
road of  near  2i  miles,  his  advance  extending  to  within  1 mile  of  Col- 
lierville. 

It  was  now  about  5 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  of  course  still  dark. 
Crediting  our  opponent  with  a reasonable  degree  of  intelligence  and 
caution,  we  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  continue  on  the  railroad 
farther.  To  surprise  him  in  his  camp  we  did  not  think  it  possible, 
and  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  advantages  offered  we  thought 
very  probable.  To  meet  him,  therefore,  upon  an  equal  footing,  we 
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determined  to  continue  the  march  on  the  wagon  road.  This  we 
found  in  a most  miserable  condition,  so  muddy,  in  fact,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  at  a very  slow  pace,  that  we  were 
able  to  move  at  all.  The  consequ'ence  was  that  instead  of  reaching 
the  enemy’s  force  or  Collierville  at  daylight,  it  was  near  8 o’clock 
in  the  morning  before  we  came  to  a halt  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place. 
The  enemy  was  reported  to  have  marched  a little  before  daylight 
in  a southerly  direction. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Collierville,  not  being  able  to  get  tele- 
graphic communication  with  the  division  commander,  we  telegraphed 
to  Major-General  Hurlbut,  at  Memphis,  informing  him  of  our  where- 
abouts, &c.,  expecting  directions  from  him  before  proceeding  farther 
on  our  own  responsibility.  We  received  a telegram  from  him  at  11 
a.  m.,  directing  us  to  march  at  12  m.  with  our  infantry  and  artillery 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

Being  informed  of  the  absence  of  our  battery,  we  were  then  di- 
rected to  communicate  with  the  division  commander  by  courier,  have 
the  battery  sent  forward  at  once,  and  to  wait  its  arrival.  At  9 p.  m. 
of  the  same  day,  however,  we  received  an  order  from  Brigadier- 
General  Grierson  directing  us  to  follow  in  the  trace  of  the  enemy. 
As  no  particular  route  was  specified,  we  concluded  to  march  by  the 
way  of  Mount  Pleasant  for  the  Coldwater  crossing  on  the  La  Grange 
and  Holly  Springs  road,  and  telegraphed  the  general  that  we  would 
march  as  soon  as  the  moon  was  up,  or  at  11  p.  m.  But  few,  if  any, 
of  the  men  had  had  any  sleep  since  the  night  of  the  2Gth,  which, 
added  to  the  fatigue  of  the  marches  and  the  cold  weather,  had  well 
nigh  disabled  the  command  for  any  further  service,  so  that  it  Avas 
near  2 o’clock  in  the  morning  before  we  were  on  the  way. 

We  reached  Mount  Pleasant  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  Coldwater  at  3 p.  m., 
where  we  halted,  in  obedience  to  instructions  received  by  courier 
from  the  division  commander  when  near  Hudsonville. 

We  were  joined  here  by  the  mounted  infantry  of  this  brigade, 
numbering  250  men  of  the  Thirty-second  Wisconsin  Volunteers  and 
Cooper’s  battery.  We  had  with  us  the  command  of  Major  Henry, 
which  it  was  our  intention  to  have  sent  back  from  Collierville  to  La 
Fayette  or  Moscow,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  and  would  have  done 
so  but  for  information  received  from  the  major  to  the  effect  that  he 
had  been  ordered  by  General  Tuttle  to  join  us  on  our  arrival  at  Gris- 
son’s  Bridge  on  the  27th. 

As  the  indications  were  that  we  would  move  forward  that  night  or 
early  the  next  morning.  Major  Henry  and  his  command  were  or- 
dered to  return  to  La  Grange,  and  accordingly  marched  at  daylight 
of  the  30th.  His  route  was  afterward  changed  to  Moscow  instead  of 
the  place  mentioned,  by  direction  of  the  division  commander,  who 
had  arrived  about  12  o’clock  the  night  before. 

Preparations  Avere  being  made  to  move  southward  in  the  morning, 
but  at  or  near  7. 30  a.  m.  the  pursuit  was  abandoned  and  a retrograde 
movement  ordered.  We  arrived  at  Mount  Pleasant  about  3 j).  m. 
the  same  day,  and  bivouacked  there  that  night. 

At  10  a.  in.  the  next  day,  or  the  31st,  we  received  orders  to  march 
to  Collierville  and  there  wait  further  orders.  At  3 p.  m. , in  the  midst 
of  a most  terrible  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  storm,  without  any  tents  or 
other  shelter,  and  without  axes  with  which  to  provide  Avood  for  fires, 
this  brigade  armved.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  our  men 
were  kept  from  perishing  that  night. 

We  will  bring  our  sketch  to  a conclusion  by  saying  that,  in  our 
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opinion,  no  troops  ever  more  willingly  or  cheerfully  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  any  duty  or  met  any  requisition  upon  their  courage  and 
endurance  with  a better  determination  to  faithfully  discharge  all  its 
requirements,  or  exhibited  a greater  degree  of  real  genuine  heroism 
and  fortitude  in  the  midst  of  the  most  trying  vicissitudes  of  wintry 
weather  than  did  the  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and  Illinois  men  compos- 
ing this  brigade,  and  as  a reward  for  slee]3less  nights,  hard  marches, 
wearied  limbs,  and  swollen  feet,  these  men  did  not  expect  the  ingrat- 
itude of  their  superiors. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain, 

WILLIAM  H.  MORGAN, 

Colonel  Twenty-jlfth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry^  Comdg. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Woodward, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  7. 

Rejoorts  of  Maj.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  West  Tennessee, 

Holly  Springs,  December  29,  1863. 

General  : I arrived  with  the  greater  portion  of  my  troo]3S  in  this 
vicinity  this  morning,  regretting  very  much  that  I had  to  leave 
West  Tennessee  so  early.  The  concentration  of  a heavy  force  com- 
pelled me  to  move  on  the  24th  from  Jackson.  The  Corinth  force  of 
the  enemy  reached  Jack’s  Creek,  within  25  miles  of  Jackson,  on  the 
23d.  I sent  out  a force  to  meet  and  develop)  their  strength  and  re- 
tard their  progress.  They  were  found  to  consist  of  three  regiments 
of  cavalry,  a brigade  of  infantry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery.  We 
drove  the  cavalry  back  to  the  infantry  and  then  retired.  I moved 
my  forces  to  Estenaula,  on  the  Hatchie,  crossing  it  by  the  night  of 
25th.  Met  a cavalry  regiment  and  routed  them.  Fought  the  enemy 
again  on  the  26th,  at  Somerville,  killing  and  wounding  8 or  10  and 
capturing  about  35  prisoners.  I then  moved  a part  of  my  force, 
under  Colonel  Faulkner,  to  Raleigh,  and  with  the  balance  moved 
square  to  the  left  to  La  Fayette  Bridge,  on  Wolf  River. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  my  advance  reached  the  bridge  and 
attacked  the  bridge  guard ; drove  them  back  and  put  to  flight  the 
force  at  La  Fayette  Station,  killing  several  and  capturing  4 or  5 
prisoners.  Cavalry  advanced  on  me  from  Collierville,  which  we 
met  and  drove  back.  The  enemy  also  sent  re-enforcements  by  trains 
from  Moscow,  which  we  held  in  check  until  all  my  wagon  train  was 
safely  across  the  river  and  on  the  road  in  the  rear  of  my  advance  on 
Collierville.  We  closed  the  fight  at  Collierville  about  8 o’clock  at 
night,  driving  the  enemy  into  their  fortifications. 

Not  being  able  to  hear  anything  of  General  Chalmers,  and  my 
men  being  worn  out,  I felt  it  to  be  prudent  to  retire,  which  I did, 
and  my  command  is  encamped  about  7 miles  west  of  this  place. 
Another  difficulty  in  the  matter  was  that  all  my  men  armed  with 
Austrian  rifles  were  out  of  ammunition,  having  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  my  Austrian  ammunition  by  the  upsetting  of  a wagon  at 
Forked  Deer  River. 

I have  brought  out  about  2,500  men.  Colonel  Faulkner,  who  is  to 
cross  at  Raleigh,  has  with  him  about  800  more.  I hope  to  hear  that 
they  have  gotten  out  safely  by  to-morrow.  If  I could  have  staid 
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there  10  days  longer,  could  have  almost  doubled  that  number.  I 
brought  out  my  wagon  train  and  artillery  safely,  although  I have 
never  experienced  such  weather  and  roads.  My  stock,  however,  is 
much  jaded  and  requires  rest. 

I have  a lot  of  prisoners,  and  General  Tuttle  has  signified  his 
willingness  to  exchange  man  for  man.  Would  I be  justified  in 
doing  so  ? 

I think  of  moving  my  headquarters  to  Oxford,  and  will  encamp 
my  command  in  Panola  in  order  to  organize  it,  and  arm  and  equip 
it.  The  locality  is  a good  one  for  forage,  unless  my  command  can 
be  supplied  with  forage  from  the  railroad.  If  so,  I would  prefer  to 
be  south  of  the  Tallahatchie  to  organize.  I will  advise  you  posi- 
tively of  my  location  as  soon  as  made. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

hr.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee, 

Commanding  Cavalvy  in  Mississippi. 


Holly  Springs,  December  29,  1863. 

General  : I have  succeeded  in  getting  out  with  about  2,500  men. 
Fought  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Jack’s  Creek,  25  miles  east  of 
Jackson,  and  drove  them  back.  Commenced  moving  from  Jackson 
on  the  next  day  (24th).  Fought  them  on  25th  at  Estenaula,  putting 
them  to  flight.  Met  Seventh  Illinois  Regiment  at  Somerville.  Suc- 
ceeded in  getting  in  their  rear  and  cut  them  up  badly,  capturing 
their  wagons,  a good  many  arms  and  horses,  and  45  prisoners,  and 
killed  and  wounded  quite  a number.  We  moved  by  La  Fa^^ette 
Bridge,  on  Wolf  River.  Found  a heavy  guard  at  the  bridge,  whicli 
my  advance  drove  off  ; also  scattered  the  force  at  La  Fayette  Station, 
and  succeeded  in  crossing  all  my  unarmed  men,  wagons,  artillery, 
and  beef  cattle.  The  enemy  advanced  on  me  from  Collierville  and 
Moscow.  We  held  the  Moscow  force  in  check  and  drove  the  troops 
from  Collierville  back  to  that  place  and  into  their  fortifications. 
Fighting  ceased  at  8 o’clock  at  night.  I then  withdrew  to  this  place. 

I will  move  into  Panola  County,  or  to  Oxford,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  the  men  I brought  out.  Owing  to  my  having  to  leave 
Jackson  so  soon  there  are  about  3,000  men  left  that  I could  not  get 
together  in  time.  If  arrangements  can  be  made  to  go  back  again, 
can  bring  out  at  least  3,000  men. 

I am,  in  haste,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Polk. 

DECEMBER  21-23,  1863. — Scout  from  Rossville  to  La  Fayette,  Ga. 

Report  of  Col.  Louis  D.  Watkins,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First 

Car>alry  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division  Cavalry, 

Rossville,  Ga.,  December  23,  1863. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  a scouting  party  of  150 
men,  from  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  "left  this  post. 
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under  command  of  Major  Welling,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
with  orders  to  scout  through  McLemore’s  Cove,  cross  at  Bluebird 
Gap,  and  enter  La  Fayette  from  the  west,  and  then  return  to  camp 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant. 

These  instructions  were  obeyed,  and  the  command  returned  at  9 
this  morning,  bringing  with  them  1 commissioned,  4 non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  12  privates,  prisoners  of  war,  10  citizens,  said  to 
be  violent  rebels,  and  38  horses  and  mules. 

The  command  report  forage  in  abundance  on  the  other  side  of 
Bluebird  Gap. 

Lieutenant  Edwards,  of  the  Eighth  Georgia  Battalion,  while  at- 
tempting to  escape,  was  shot  by  Major  Welling,  inflicting  a severe 
flesh  wound  in  the  thigh. 

One  of  the  prisoners,  Corpl.  J.  J.  Cutler,  was  captured  in  a Fed- 
eral uniform,  and,  although  he  claims  to  be  a courier,  doubtless  is  a 
rebel  scout.  I transmit,  for  your  inspection,  papers  found  upon  his 
person. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

LOUIS  D.  WATKINS, 
Colonely  Commanding  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — The  scout,  Lawton,  has  the  papers  above  referred  to. 

L.  D.  W. 


DECEMBER  22,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Cleveland,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Jacob  Bedtelyon,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

Cleveland,  Tenn., 

December  23,  1863. 

Colonel  : I was  attacked  yesterday  at  3 p.  m.  by  60  rebel  cavalry. 
They  charged  on  my  picket  and  drove  him  in,  and  followed  him 
within  a few  rods  where  I am  stationed  ; there  we  held  them  in  check 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  until  they  flanked  us  and  I was  compelled 
to  fall  back  ; they  held  the  place  only  half  an  hour.  My  loss  is  1 
man  mortally  wounded  and  myself  somewhat  bruised,  being  struck 
on  the  breast  by  a spent  ball.  Lost  5 horses,  10  saddles,  7 rifles,  7 
revolvers  and  sabers,  and  nearly  all  our  overcoats  and  blankets. 

Rebel  loss  2 men  left  wounded ; the  rest  they  have  taken  with  them. 
From  the  best  information  I can  get  they  left  their  lines  yesterday 
morning  and  returned  last  evening.  Colonel,  this  post  cannot  be 
held  with -less  than  75  men.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  out  a sufficient 
number  of  vedettes  with  the  force  that  I have.  I have  only  26  men, 
and  they  are  destitute  of  all  kinds  of  clothing,  even  blankets. 

With  the  Seventeenth,  which  is  now  here,  we  could  hold  the  post 
with  more  safety. 

J.  BEDTELYON, 

Lieutenant,  Fourth  Michigom  Cavalry. 

Colonel  Long. 


*Not  found. 
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DECEMBER  23,  1863. — Skirmish  near  Corinth,  Miss. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  D.  Stevenson,  U.  S.  Army. 

Corinth, 

December  23,  1863. 

Lieutenant  Horton,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry,  with  28  men,  hear- 
ing^ dispatches  to  General  Mower,  was  ambushed  about  10  miles 
from  here  by  200  rebels  and  driven  back  to  this  post  with  loss  of  2 
men,  rebels  pursuing  to  outer  line  of  works.  The  citizens  report 
large  force  of  rebels  between  this  and  Purdy,  but  I have  no  informa- 
tion confirming  report.  I shall  make  another  effort  to  communicate 
with  General  Mower. 

JOHN  D.  STEVENSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Major-General  Huelbut  and 

Brigadier-General  Tuttle. 


DECEMBER  23,  1863. —Skirmish  at  Mulberry  Village,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  Silas  Colgrove,  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Post, 
Tullahoma,  December  26,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  23d  instant,  I 
sent  a forage  train  out  into  the  neighborhood  of  Mulberry  Village, 
Lincoln  County.  The  train  was  accompanied  by  a guard  of  70  men, 
under  the  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Porter,  Company  A,  Twen- 
ty-seventh Indiana  V olunteers.  Lieutenant  Porter  was  furnished 
with  copies  of  General  Orders,  No.  17,  November  17,  1862,  and  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  30,  December  30,  1862,  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  also  Special  Orders,  No.  — , of  these  headquarters,  for  in- 
structions. At  or  near  Mulberry  Village,  I am  informed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Porter,  he  divided  his  train  into  four  detachments  and  sent 
the  several  detachments  upon  different  plantations,  sending  an  equal 
guard  with  each  detachment.  This,  I understand,  was  done  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  loading  of  the  train.  It  was  about  7 
o’clock  in  the  evening  when  that  portion  of  the  train  which  Lieu- 
tenant Porter  was  with  finished  loading  and  started  to  camp. 

The  lieutenant  reports  that  while  he  was  in  the  house  receii)ting 
for  the  forage  a part  of  the  train  went  ahead  and  went  into  camp, 
leaving  three  wagons  in  the  rear.  He  started  to  camp  with  these 
three  wagons,  distance  about  2 miles.  He  had  with  him  15  men  as 
guard.  When  within  one-half  mile  of  camp  he  discovered  that  the 
foremost  wagon  had  got  about  300  yards  ahead  of  the  other  two. 
He  went  forward  for  the  purpose  of  halting  it.  When  he  rode  up 
he  found  the  wagon  stopped.  Two  men  immediately  rode  up  to 
him  and  presented  pistols  at  his  head  and  demanded  his  surrender. 
With  this  wagon  was  the  teamster  and  wagon-master  of  the  Ninth 
Ohio  Battery,  and  2 men  who  had  helped  to  load  the  wagons,  all  un- 
armed except  Lieutenant  Porter.  The  guerrillas  numbered  but  4, 
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and  were  armed.  Lieutenant  Porter,  the  wagon-master,  and  o men 
were  immediately  mounted  and  taken  through  a gate,  passing  about 
200  yards  up  a creek  and  then  into  a corn-field  ; from  there  they  were 
hurried  forward,  avoiding  roads,  &c.,  until  about  1 o’clock  in  the 
morning.  They  were  halted  on  the  bank  of  Elk  River,  about  1 mile 
below  where  the  Mulberry  empties  into  it.  A fire  was  built  and 
their  captors  informed  them  that  they  were  going  to  camp  for  the 
night. 

. Their  hands  were  tied  behind  them;  everything  of  value  was  taken 
from  them.  They  were  then  drawn  up  in  line  4 or  5 steps  in  front  of 
their  captors;  one  of  them,  who  acted  as  leader,  commanded  “ Ready”; 
the  whole  party  immediately  fired.  One  of  the  men  was  shot  through 
the  head  and  killed,  as  supposed,  instantly  ; 3 were  wounded.  Lieu- 
tenant Porter  was  not  hit,  and  immediately  broke  and  ran.  He  was 
followed  and  fired  at  by  one  of  the  party  three  times.  He  reports 
that  he  saw  that  he  would  be  overtaken,  and  changed  his  course  and 
ran  to  the  river  and  threw  himself  over  a precipice  into  the  water. 
Having  succeeded  in  getting  his  hands  loose,  he  swam  to  the  oppo- 
site shore ; was  fired  at  five  or  six  times  while  he  was  in  the  water. 
He  secreted  himself  under  the  bank  of  the  river.  His  captors  swam 
their  horses  across  the  river  and  made  search  for  him,  but  failed  to 
find  him.  He  afterward  made  his  way  up  the  river  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  and  swam  back  again.  He  lay  in  the  woods  the 
remainder  of  the  night  and  the  next  day.  On  the  night  of  the 
24th,  he  traveled  about  a mile  and  got  to  a house.  The  party 
sent  out  by  me  on  yesterday  brought  him  in.  He  is  now  lying  in 
a critical  condition  owing  to  the  exposure,  cold,  fatigue,  &c. 

He  reports  that  he  would  know  his  captors  should  he  see  them 
again,  one  of  whom  is  believed  to  be  a man  by  the  name  of  Tulley, 
living  near  Lynchburg ; another  a Bowne,  who  is  a deserter  from  the 
rebel  army  and  has  been  during  the  fall  and  winter  with  guerrillas. 
A third  man  rode  a bay  stallion  and  is  known  to  the  citizens  of  Mul- 
berry; his  name  I have  not  yet  learned. 

The  men.  who  were  shot  were  immediately  thrown  into  the  river, 
one  of  whom  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed,  and  one,  from  the 
nature  of  the  wounds  and  his  appearance  after  the  body  was  re- 
covered, is  supposed  to  have  been  drowned.  The  hands  of  these  two 
men  were  found  tied  behind  them  when  taken  out  of  the  river ; the 
other  two  men  succeeded  in  loosing  their  hands  and  got  out  of  the 
river,  one  of  whom  has  died  since;  the  other  is  now  in  the  hospital 
at  this  place;  Avound  not  considered  necessarily  mortal. 

The  names  of  the  murdered  men  are  as  follows  : John  W.  Drought 
and  George  W.  Jacobs,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Volunteers  (these 
men  were  temporarily  attached  to  the  Ninth  Ohio  Battery);  TheoA^el 
E.  Orcutt,  Ninth  Ohio  Battery,  Avounded  and  since  died ; James  W. 
Foley,  Ninth  Ohio  Battery,  wounded  and  now  in  the  hospital  at  this 
place.  The  three  first  named  are  men  of  families  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances. The  latter  has  an  aged  mother  destitute,  depending 
upon  him  for  support. 

Respectfully, 

S.  COLGROVE, 
Colonel,  Commandmg  Pont. 

Capt.  Wm.  Ruger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General.  • 
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DECEMBER  24-28,  1863. — Operations  near  Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge, 

Tenn. 


Dec.  24,  1863.— Skirmishes  at  Peck’s  House,  near  New  Market,  and  at  Mossy  Creek 
Station,  Tenn. 

Action  at  Hays’  Ferry,  near  Dandridge,  Tenn. 

26,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn. 

27,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Talbott’s  Station,  Tenn. 


EEEORTS.*  , 


No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster.  U.  S.  Ai’my,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Ohio. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps, 
Dex)artment  of  the  Ohio. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps, 
Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

No.  4. — Col.  Edward  M.  McCook,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Di- 
vision. 

No.  5. — Col.  Archibald  P.  Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First 
Brigade. 

No.  6. — Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  7. — Col.  William  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  of  operations  De- 
cember 24. 

No.  8.— Lieut.  Samuel  E.  Miller,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  of  action  at  Hays’ 
Ferry. 


No.  1. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Ohio. 

Knoxville,  December  25,  1863. 

Yesterday  the  cavalry  was  mainly  engaged  with  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  beyond  New  Market.  General  Sturgis  reports  that  on 
the  Dandridge  road  Colonel  Campbell’s  brigade  met  a superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  had  a severe  fight.  They  at  once  charged 
on  his  rear  and  captured  two  guns,  but  he  recaptured  them  by  a 
counter  charge.  The  enemy  lost  80  killed  and  wounded.  Colonel 
Campbell,  Colonel  Garrard’s  brigade,  was  also  on  the  Dandridge 
and  Morristown  road,  while  Sturgis,  with  the  main  body,  drove 
the  enemy  beyond  Mossy  Creek.  Sixty-one  prisoners  have  been 
brought  in. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  Grant. 


Knoxville,  December  28,  1863. 

General  Sturgis,  with  his  own  and  Elliott’s  cavalry,  has  been 
almost  constantly  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  for  the  past  few 
days.  He  has  gallantly  driven  them  from  every  position,  and  is  now 

* See  also  Martin’s  report,  p 547. 
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in  the  country  between  Mossy  Creek  and  Morristown.  One  of  his 
brigades  made  a dash  into  Waiten’s  [Witcher’s?]  camp  last  night,  and 
put  to  flight  three  rebel  brigades  and  captured  their  camp,  with  pro- 
visions and  cooking  utensils.  Longstreet  is  unhappy  about  his 
communications. 


Major-General  Grant. 


J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General, 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing Cavalry  Corps,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

New  Market,  Tenn.,  December  24,  1863 — 2 a.  m. 

General  : My  whole  command  reached  this  place  this  evening. 
From  all  the  information  I can  gather,  I have  little  doubt  but  the 
whole,  or  nearly  so,  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  are  on  this  side  of  the 
Holston. 

Colonel  Palmer  has  arrived  from  Dandridge  with  his  command. 
He  caj^tured  4 prisoners  of  Morgan’s  division,  who  were  a part  of  an 
advanced  guard  to  Dandridge.  From  these  and  from  citizens  we 
learn  that  one  brigade,  and  perhaps  a division,  is  now  at  Dandridge. 
■Armstrong,  unless  he  moves  to-night,  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Morris- 
town, and  a large  force  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Cheek’s  Cross- 
Roads.  I propose  to  attempt  the  separation  of  the  force  at  Dan- 
dridge from  the  remainder.  I will  move  a brigade  by  Mount  Horeb 
to  intercept  their  retreat,  and  a brigade  with  four  pieces  of  artillery 
on  the  direct  road  to  Dandridge.  These  forces  can  reach  their  des- 
tination by  daylight,  I hope. 

The  brigade,  or  division,  supposed  to  be  at  Dandridge  has  six  pieces 
artillery,  five  rifled  and  one  brass. 

The  prisoners  say  that  the  cavalry  came  over  to  intercept  us,  be- 
cause it  was  understood  that  we  contemplated  a raid  on  Longstreet’s 
rear. 

I talked  with  one — an  Alabamian  and  a straightforward  kind  of 
fellow — who  says  that  last  Friday  Longstreet  was  joined  by  A.  P. 
Hill’s  corps,  and  that  what  the  men  say  through  their  camps  is  that 
Longstreet  has  now  50,000.  I give  you  this  for  what  it  is  worth. 

I think  it  would  be  well  to  send  the  dismounted  men  left  by  Col- 
onel Wolford  down  to  Strawberry  Plains,  taking  their  wagons  with 
them,  and  they  would  serve  as  a guard  for  that  place. 

Respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  *G.  Foster. 

P.  S. — If  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Wolford  which  went  to  Tazewell 
can  be  reached,  I hope  you  will  send  it  on  at  once.  The  colonel’s 
whole  division  now  here  is  only  some  800  or  900  strong. 
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[Indorsement.] 


General  Parke  : 


December  24,  1863 — 6.30  a.  rri. 


I send  you  a dispatch  just  received  from  General  Sturgis.  Send 
over  as  soon  as  you  can  the  first  brigade  that  you  can  got  liold  of  ; 
also  comply  with  his  request  to  have  Wolford’s  dismounted  men 
sent,  with  his  wagons,  to  Strawberry  Plains. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General,  Conmiandin  g . 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

JSletv  Market,  December  24,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 

General  : The  division  of  Colonel  McCook,  General  Elliott’s  corps, 
has  been  engaging  the  enemy  more  or  less  since  early  this  morning 
on  the  Morristown  road.  The  Second  Indiana  has  just  made  a very 
handsome  charge  on  the  enemy’s  left  and  driven  him  hack.  There 
is  a rumor  to  the  effect  that  the  force  I sent  to  Dandridge  has  cap- 
tured the  enemy’s  battery;  nothing  official  in  regard  to  it,  however. 

1 am  anxious  to  hear  from  Colonel  Garrard,  who  commands  that 
force,  as  I do  not  wish  to  separate  my  forces  any  more  by  pushing 
the  enemy  until  Garrard  returns,  or  at  least  until  I can  hear  of  him. 

I trust  you  can  spare  the  brigade  now  with  you  and  send  it  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  join  me. 

Respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Major-General  Foster. 


P.  S. — This  moment  I hear  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of 
Chucky,  8 miles  from  here.  I am  apprehensive  that  Garrard  has  fol- 
lowed up  the  enemy’s  force  that  way.  I have  been  endeavoring  to  hear 
from  him  all  the  morning,  but  so  far  without  success.  I expect  to  hear 
from  him  in  an  hour  at  the  outside,  however.  I have  sent  him  two 
couriers,  directing  him  to  come  to  this  place  on  the  direct  roads. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

New  Market,  December  24,  1863 — 8.30  p.  m. 

General:  Of  the  two  brigades  I sent  to  Dandridge  last  night,  one 
(under  Colonel  Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry)  has  returned, 
and  the  other  (Colonel  Garrard)  is  within  supporting  distance. 

Colonel  Campbell  had  a severe  engagement  near  Dandridge,  killing 
some  80  or  100  of  the  enemy,  and  wounding,  he  thinks,  a very  large 
number.  Our  loss  will  probably  not  reach  over  some  20  or  30  in  killed 
and  wounded,  among  whom  are  several  fine  officers.  The  enemy 
surrounded  him  with  a very  large  force,  and  while  defending  him- 
self on  one  side,  the  enemy  charged  his  battery  from  the  other  side, 
capturing  two  of  his  pieces.  In  this  charge  the  enemy’s  loss  was  very 
severe,  and  the  major  who  led  the  charge  was  killed.  Colonel  Camp- 
bell then  handsomely  charged  the  enemy  and  recovered  his  guns. 

Colonel  Campbell  informs  me  that  he  saw  15  of  the  enemy’s  dead 
in  one  spot,  and  says  they  were  strewn  around  in  great  profusion. 
The  colonel  deserves  great  credit  for  the  masterly  manner  in  which 
he  extricated  his  command, 
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On  the  Morristown  road  the  fighting  was  stubborn,  hut  the  en- 
emy was  driven  beyond  Mossy  Creek. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  Garrard  was  engaged  also  near  Cheek’s 
Cross-Roads,  but  I have  no  report  as  yet  of  his  operations.  The 
whole  number  of  prisoners  brought  in  thus  far  is  about  45  ; several 
officers  among  them.  The  enemy  is  evidently  in  great  force. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  promptness  with  which  my  re- 
quests have  been  granted,  and  believe  me,  yours,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corgjsi. 

Major-General  Parke. 

P.  S. — A copy  of  this  has  been  sent  to  the  telegraph  operator  at 
Strawberry  Plains  for  General  Foster. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

New  Market,  Tenn.,  December  25,  1863 — 2.15  p.  m. 

General  : The  brigade  of  Colonel  Garrard  returned  last  night 
to  this  place,  having  lost  some  12  or  15  of  his  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  The  colonel  is  of  opinion  that  the  enemy’s  loss  was  about 
the  same. 

Hearing  no  firing  at  Dandridge  yesterday  morning,  I feared  the 
enemy  had  received  information  of  the  movement  I had  ordered  and 
had  gotten  away,  and  that  a force  might  be  sent  from  Mossy  Creek 
to  intercept  our  force.  I accordingly  sent  orders  to  return  at  once. 
The  enemy  had  the  information,  and  did  march  with  the  intention 
of  cutting  them  off.  Colonel  Garrard,  however,  apprehending  the 
same  movement,  fell  back  just  in  time  to  secure  the  intersection  of 
the  road  from  this  place  with  that  from  Mossy  Creek  to  Dandridge, 
and  thus  secured  the  withdrawal  of  both  brigades.  In  this  move 
the  colonel  sustained  well  the  favorable  opinion  we  had  formed  of 
his  coolness  and  skill.  It  is  due  to  Colonel  Palmer,  of  the  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (commonly  called  the  Anderson  Cavalry),  to 
say  that  he  accompanied  this  expedition  with  the  few  troops  he  had 
as  a volunteer,  and  rendered  valuable  aid.  His  loss  was  some  8 
wounded,  and  Capt.  W.  Airey,  whose  horse  was  killed,  taken  pris- 
oner. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Co^nmanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

December  26,  1863. 

General  : This  morning  my  line  occupied  a fine  position  about 
half  a mile  beyond  Mossy  Creek,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  attack 
the  enemy,  whose  line  was  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  beyond,  and 
drive  him  back  on  his  main  force.  The  rain  coming  on,  however, 
and  threatening  to  raise  the  river  in  my  rear,  I was  deterred  from 
undertaking  a general  action ; all  of  which  I reported  to  you,  and 
was  happy  to  learn  that  you  acquiesced  in  my  action.  The  weather 
becoming  more  favorable,  however,  about  11  a.  m.  our  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  pushed  forward  a little  and  engaged  the  enemy  ; but 
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little  injury  was  done  on  either  side,  I presume.  Our  artillery  opened 
for  a little  while  and  was  briskly  replied  to  by  the  enemy’s  battery, 
but  this  latter  was  soon  driven  from  its  position  and  retired. 

The  ease  with  which  the  enemy  was  driven  back,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cavalry  on  our  right  flank,  led  me  to  apprehend  that 
he  desired  to  draw  us  as  far  as  possible  toward  Morristown  with  his 
infantry,  and  I did  not  pursue.  The  position  I occupied,  though  a 
fine  one  for  defense  against  an  enemy  in  front,  was  in  advance  of 
the  roads  coming  in  from  Dyer’s  Ford,  from  Chucky  Bend,  and  from 
Dandridge ; so  I withdrew  to  this  side  Mossy  Creek,  so  as  to  com- 
mand these  roads. 

While  withdrawing,  the  enemy  attempted  to  regain  a wood  on 
Morristown  road  from  which  he  had  been  driven,  when  the  Fourth 
Indiana  charged  upon  and  drove  him  back,  killing  several  of  the 
enemy,  [who]  thereupon  shelled  the  road,  and  wounded  1 man. 

I learn  that  the  enemy  is  picketing  at  Dyer’s  Ford.  The  weather 
is  still  unsettled,  and  it  is  raining.  From  a citizen  just  in  I learn 
that  rebel  soldiers  stated,  in  answer  to  the  question  what  brought 
them  to  Dandridge,  that  they  had  intended  making  a dash  on  Straw- 
berry Plains  and  destroying  it  by  a surprise,  but  were  themselves 
surprised  on  reaching  Dandridge. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Brenner’s  House,  Mossy  Creek,  December  27,  1863. 


Brigadier-General  Elliott  : 

General  : Your  welcome  dispatch  is  received.  I got  up  in  time 
to  see  a part  and  hear  the  balance.  I congratulate  you  on  having 
troops  to  charge  with  such  a vim.  Remain  where  you  are,  and  I 
will  see  to  the  roads.  ^ Advance  against  them  in  the  morning,  and 
let  me  know  what  assistance  is  necessary.  You  have  done  exceed- 
ingly well,  and  I will  telegraph  so  to  General  Foster. 

Yours,  &c., 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-General. 


If  you  do  not  come  down  to-night,  I will  go  up  and  see  you  in  the 
morning. 


[Indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Chief  of  Cav.,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

December  27,  1863. 

Col.  E.  M.  McCook  : 


Colonel  : I send  you  General  Sturgis’  note.  I await  your  re- 
port and  those  from  brigade  commanders  to  send  particulars.  Re- 
turn this  with  report  of  particulars. 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Mossy  Creek,  December  27,  1863 — 7.30  p.  m. 
We  attacked  the  enemy  this  afternoon  at  this  place,  and  drove 
him  from  every  position  back  to  within  a short  distance  of  Talbott’s 
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Station,  when,  night  coming  on,  we  had  to  desist.  Our  troops  went 
forward  through  the  rain  and  mud  in  fine  spirits.  I have  no  par- 
ticulars to  communicate  as  yet.  Martin’s  and  Armstrong’s  divisions 
are  both  in  our  front.  So  far  as  I can  learn,  the  telegraph  wire  is 
undisturbed  between  this  and  Strawberry  Plains,  and  I would  sug- 
gest that  it  be  repaired  at  the  river  and  an  operator  sent  to  me.  That 
would  save  a great  deal  in  time  and  horseflesh. 

Respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Major-General  Foster. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Mossy  Creel',  Tenn.,  December  2S,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 

General  : The  enemy  is  not  in  sight  this  morning.  Reconnais- 
sances are  being  made  to  find  his  position.  About  dark  last  evening 
the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  General  Elliott,  drove  the  enemy 
from  his  camp,  capturing  a few  arms  and  their  provisions,  then 
cooking.  Generals  Martin  and  Armstrong  were  both  present  last 
evening,  with  Harrison’s,  Holmes’  [ ?],  and  McLemore’s  brigades.  The 
roads,  and  especially  the  fields,  are  very  heavy  this  morning.  I am  not 
sure  that  I will  move  in  the  direction  of  Morristown.  If  we  can  obtain 
a good  foothold  between  this  and  mouth  of  Chucky,  their  subsist- 
ence would  be  so  completely  cut  olf  that  I do  not  think  they  could 
occupy  Morristown  in  force.  Breaking  the  enemy’s  backbone  is  well 
enough,  but  I think  it  will  do  him  equal  injury  to  break  his  belly. 

Respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Mossy  Creek,  December  28,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 

General:  I have  just  received  the  official  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  McCook’s  division,  of  General  Elliott’s 
command.  In  addition  to  the  casualties  already  reported.  Colonel  La 
Grange  reports  17  of  the  enemy,  including  1 lieutenant,  left  dead  on 
the  field,  in  the  severe  skirmish  which  took  place  near  this  village  on 
the  24th  instant.  Our  loss  has  already  been  reported.  In  the  ad- 
vance upon  Talbott’s  Station  yesterday.  Major  Torrey,  commanding 
the  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  captured  1 horse  and  a number  of  mus- 
kets, which  his  men  destroyed.  Our  loss  was  3 slightly  wounded, 
and  2 horses  killed  by  a shell.  Colonel  La  Grange  reports  the  ar- 
tillery practice  of  the  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery  in  the  several 
engagements  as  admirable. 

Colonel  La  Grange  is  an  exceedingly  energetic,  valuable  officer, 
and  I take  pleasure  in  asking  your  attention  to  the  indorsement  of 
General  Elliott  upon  his  reports,  as  follows : 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Colonel  La  Grange  deserves  special  mention  for  the  skiU  with  which  he  managed 
his  brigade  in  the  several  skirmishes  since  the  24th  instant. 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier-Oeneral,  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
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A deserter  came  in  to-day  from  the  enemy,  and  reports  the  main 
portion  of  Longstfeet’s  army  near  Morristown.  He  says  lie  heard  a 
conversation  between  two  officers  on  the  subject  of  their  wagons 
which  were  left  in  Georgia,  and  that  one  of  them  remarked  that 
they  would  not  miss  them  long,  as  they,  the  troops,  would  not  be 
here  more  than  a couple  of  weeks  longer.  I will  forward  this  pris- 
oner to  General  Parke  in  the  morning. 

Since  writing  I have  received  the  report  of  a reconnaissance  I sent 
to  Talbott’s  Station.  The  reconnaissance  was  directed  by  Colonel 
La  Grange  with  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Major  Torrey.  The  com- 
mand reached  Talbott’s  Station  with  but  slight  skirmishing.  Gen- 
eral Armstrong’s  negro  boy  has  just  come  in.  He  ran  away  when  the 
rebels  fell  back  from  Talbott’s  Station.  The  information  I received 
from  him  is  confirmatory  of  that  from  other  sources  and  already  re- 
ported. The  boy  says  that  he  heard  General  Armstrong  say  that  if 
they  should  be  defeated*at  Morristown  and  at  Bull’s  Gap,  they  would 
all  be  taken  prisoners. 

I am,  general,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 

Brigadier-General  Potter, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Ho.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Corps,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Hdqrs.  Chief  of  Cav.,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  near  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  January  1,  1864. 

General  : In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general 
commanding  the  department,  and  those  from  Major-General  Foster, 
commanding  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  I marched  from  Kingston, 
Tenn.,  December  15,  1863,  with  First  and  Second  Brigades,  and 
Seventh  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry,  of  Third  Brigade,  First  Di- 
vision of  Cavalry,  and  Lilly’s  battery.  Eighteenth  Indiana,  Col.  E. 
M.  McCook,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding,  reported  in  per- 
son to  Major-General  Foster  December  15,  and  received  from  him 
verbal  instructions  to  cross  Holston  River  and  attack  the  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  at  or  near  Morristown,  Tenn.  The  First  Brigade  crossed 
the  Holston,  barely  fordable  and  rising,  on  the  16th,  at  Armstrong’s 
Ford. 

On  the  17th,  that  brigade  marched  up  the  left  bank  of  the 
Holston,  the  remainder  of  the  troops  marching  up  the  right  bank 
to  Strawberry  Plains,  according  to  instructions  from  General 
• Poster.  I reported  by  letter  from  Strawberry  Plains  to  Brigadier- 
General  Sturgis,  chief  of  cavalry,  Army  of  the  Ohio.  From  him 
and  Major-General  Parke  I received  orders,  and  on  the  18th  pro- 
ceeded with  my  command  to  Nancy’s  Ford,  on  the  Holston,  found, 
upon  examination,  not  to  be  fordable.  The  First  Brigade  recrossed 
the  river  at  McKinney’s  Ford,  above  Strawberry  Plains.  The  orders 
received  by  me  not  explaining  that  my  command  was  ordered 
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to  Nancy’s  Ford  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  river,  I was  led  to 
believe  that  I was  required  for  service  on  the  righFflank  of  General 
Parke’s  command,  and  on  the  same  side  of  Holston  River.  This  was 
admitted  to  me  verbally  by  General  Foster.  After  I had  learned 
from  him  that  the  object  of  ordering  my  command  to  Nancy’s  Ford 
was  to  have  me  cross  the  river,  I at  once  returned  to  McKinney’s 
Ford  and  recrossed  the  First  Brigade ; the  river  then  rising  became 
too  deep  to  ford,  and  by  morning  had  risen  from  di  to  4 feet. 

Brigadier-General  Sturgis  arrived  at  McKinney’s  Ford  the  night  of 
the  18th.  On  the  19th,  by  order  of  General  Sturgis,  the  First  Bri- 
gade marched  down  the  left  bank  of  the  Holston,  and  remainder  of 
the  command  down  right  bank  to  Strawberry  Plains. 

The  river  did  not  fall  sufficiently  to  enable  the  command  to  ford 
until  the  23d  ultimo.  The  artillery  was  ferried,  and  the  command 
marched  same  day  to  New  Market. 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  the  First  Brigade,  with  four  pieces  of  Lilly’s 
battery,  was  ordered  to  Dandridge,  Tenn.,  to  co-operate  with  a bri- 
gade of  cavalry  from  Army  of  the  Ohio  in  an  attack  upon  a brigade 
of  rebel  cavalry  at  or  near  Dandridge.  The  attack  was  made  ; the 
enemy  was  re-enforced.  The  commander  of  the  First  Brigade  re- 
ports that  support  was  not  given  him  by  the  cavalry  from  the  Army 
of  the  Ohio,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  retreat.  Two  pieces  of  his 
artillery  were  captured  and  recaptured,  one  piece  disabled  by  the 
breaking  of  an  axletree,  spiked  and  abandoned.  The  enemy  was  re- 
pulsed— admitted  by  them — with  severe  loss;  our  loss  small. 

The  same  day  the  enemy,  with  two  brigades,  attacked  the  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  and  two  pieces,  near  New  Market,  but  was 
repulsed  with  the  loss  of  17  killed,  including  2 officers  (our  loss 
slight),  and  driven  beyond  Mossy  Creek  2 miles. 

On  the  26th,  the  enemy  was  felt,  his  superior  force  displayed,  but 
we  were  prevented  by  heavy  rain  from  further  operations. 

On  the  27th,  we  again  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  from  every 
position  to  Talbott’s  Station,  3 to  4 miles.  * 

On  the  29th,  the  Second  Brigade,  with  one  section  of  Lilly’s  bat- 
tery, was,  by  order  of  General  Sturgis,  detached  to  support,  if 
necessary,  two  divisions  of  cavalry.  Army  of  the  Ohio,  ordered  to- 
ward Dandridge.  The  First  Brigade  was  ordered  to  cover  the  front 
of  the  division,  and,  if  attacked,  to  fall  back  to  Mossy  Creek  with- 
out much  resistance.  The  entire  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy, 
Brigadier-Generals  Armstrong’s  and  J.  T.  Morgan’s  divisions,  each 
of  three  brigades  and  two  batteries,  the  whole  commanded  by  Major- 
General  Martin,  attacked  the  First  Brigade  and  Lilly’s  three  pieces. 
It  stubbornly  fell  back  to  Mossy  Creek,  and  for  three  hours  held  its 
ground,  supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  A section  of  the  Elgin  (Fifth  Illinois)  battery,  badly 
served,  supported  by  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  was  sent  by 
General  Sturgis  to  strengthen  our  right.  The  enemy  was  repulsed 
in  every  attack  on  right,  center,  and  left.  The  Second  Brigade  re- 
joined about  2.30  p.  m.  We  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  beyond 
our  camp  of  the  previous  day,  with  heavy  loss  to  them.  The  con- 
duct of  the  cavalry  and  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was 
splendid.  It  has  thus  far  been  kept  to  the  front.  Its  list  of  killed 
and  wounded  sadly  shows  by  whom  the  fighting  has  been  done. 

Detailed  reports  have  been  made  through  Brigadier-General 


* For  report  of  Action  at  Mossy  Creek,  see  pp.  652,  653. 
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Sturgis.  The  foregoing  summary  is  furnished  for  the  information 
of  the  department  commander. 

Copies  of  reports  of  the  several  commanders  will  he  furnished  as 
soon  as  they  can  he  prepared. 

L am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Vols.,  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 


Hdqrs.  Chief  op  Cav.,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  near  Alossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  January  2,  18G4. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  of  Col.  E.  M.  McCook, 
Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Division,  of  the  ojiera- 
tions  of  his  division  from  24th  to  28th  ultimo;  also  copy  of  report  of 
Col.  A.  P.  Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  for  the  same  time. 

The  report  of  Col.  O.  H.  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  for  the  same  time,  I 
had  the  honor  to  forward  on  the  28th  and  list  of  casualties  on  the 
31st  ultimo. 

The  reports  of  the  brigade  and  division  commanders  are  so  com- 
plete I have  nothing  to  add  to  them  beyond  an  expression  of  my 
admiration  for  the  gallantry  displayed  by  officers  and  men  of  my 
command  in  the  several  affairs  with  the  enemy  from  the  24th  to  28th 
ultimo,  inclusive. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Vols.,  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Rawolle, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Casualties  in  the  Cavalry  command,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  East  Tennes- 
see, December  24-29,  1863,  inclusive. 


Command. 
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'6 

A 

S 

a:i 

§ 

ti) 

a 

w 

§ 

•d 

A 

§ 

'd 

d 

dJ 

£3 

d 

o 

.22 

S 

First  Brigade.  First  Division 

December  24-27,  near 
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Second  Brigade,  First  Division 

First  Brigade,  First  Division 

5 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division 

Lilly’s  Battery,  with  First  Division 

1.5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 

1 

1 

10th  Ohio  Cavalry 

61 

1st  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry 

2 

10 

18 

78  19 

a Mortally  wounded.  h Missing,  wounded. 


W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Vols.,  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Chief  op  Cav.  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn,,  January  5,  1864. 
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No.  4. 

Reports  of  Col.  Edward  M.  McCooh,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  com- 
manding First  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Division, 

December  25,  1863. 

The  rebs  can’t  drive  ns  ; we  have  driven  them  back.  The  Second 
Indiana  charged  their  right,  and  had  3 men  killed.  The  position  we 
have  is  onr  real  ground.  The  woods  farther  on  are  thick,  and  their 
guns  are  longer  range. 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

General  Elliott, 

Commanding  Corps. 

I wish  you  would  send  me  orders  whether  you  want  me  to  advance 
or  merely  bold  my  position  and  skirmish. 


Headquarters  First  Division  Cavalry, 

Peck’s  House,  December  25,  1863. 

I have  just  come  from  our  lines  ; our  pickets  are  within  200  yards 
of  the  enemy.  They  informed  the  citizens,  while  falling  back,  that 
they  would  have  re-enforcements  by  daylight  and  whip  us  out.  I 
have  ordered  Colonel  La  Grange  to  hold  his  position  and  act  on  the 
defensive  unless  otherwise  ordered.  I suppose  probably  they  will 
attack  in  the  morning.  They  sent  in  a flag  of  truce  while  I was  down 
at  headquarters  for  the  bodies  of  2 of  their  officers  killed  to-day. 
Our  position  is  good,  and  I will  await  your  orders  in  the  morning. 
The  ammunition  in  two  regiments  is  a little  short.  I would  like  to 
have  Campbell’s  brigade  up  in  the  morning  if  you  can  spare  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Lieut.  W.  L.  Shaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Daniel’s  House,  2i  Miles  from  Mossy  Creek, 

December  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  affair  of 
to-day: 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  general  commanding,  I ad- 
vanced my  division  at  2.30  p.  m.  The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, on  the  left,  and  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  La  Grange,  on  the 
right  of  the  Morristown  road. 

The  advance  was  but  feebly  opposed  by  the  enemy,  who  made 
their  greatest  resistance  upon  the  right.  They  did  not  open  with 
artillery  until  our  arrival  at  this  place,  and  then  with  but  two  pieces, 
slowly  served.  From  the  feeble  manner  in  which  our  advance  was 
opposed,  I am  satisfied  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  enemy’s  plan  to 
fight  us  at  this  point. 

I have  learned  that  General  Martin,  the  rebel  chief  of  cavalry,  and 
General  Armstrong,  were  there  in  person. 
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So  far  as  heard  from  the  casualties  are  : Second  Brigade,  First 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  2 enlisted  men  slightly  wounded  and  2 horses 
killed. 

The  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  darkness  prevent  the  procuring 
of  more  detailed  reports  from  brigade  commanders.  I am  induced 
to  believe  from  my  observation  of  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  both 
to-day  and  yesterday,  they  desire  and  design  to  draw  us  into  an 
advance  upon  this  road. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M,  McCOOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 
Per  J.  A.  S.  MITCHELL, 

Captain,  and  A.  A.  D.  C.,  in  Absence  of  Colonel  McCook. 

Lieut.  W.  L.  Shaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees  Fiest  Cavaley  Division, 
DanieVs  House,  2i  M.  from  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  Dec.  28,  1863. 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  make  report  of  the  operations 
of  his  division  from  the  24th  to  the  28th  instant,  inclusive  of  both 
dates : 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  First  Brigade  (Colonel  Campbell, 
Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding),  with  two  sections  of  the 
Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery,  was,  under  orders  from  the  general 
commanding,  sent  from  New  Market  before  daybreak  toward  Dan- 
dridge,  with  orders  to  reach  that  place  by  daylight,  co-operating  wii}h 
Colonel  Garrard’s  brigade,  of  Colonel  Foster’s  division. 

Colonel  Campbell  found  no  enemy  at  Dandridge,  but  receiving 
notice  from  Colonel  Garrard  that  the  latter  was  engaging  the  enemy 
on  the  Bull’s  Gap  road,  he  advanced  to  his  support,  the  advance 
(First  East  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  James  P.  Brownlow)  soon 
striking  the  enemy. 

At  Hays’  Ferry,  4 miles  from  Dandridge,  Colonel  Campbell’s  line 
was  formed  with  an  artillery  section  in  position,  and  the  eneihy 
driven  from  their  line. 

Under  orders  from  Colonel  Garrard,  Colonel  Campbell  again 
advanced  about  half  a mile,  when,  receiving  joint  orders  with  Colonel 
Garrard  to  that  effect  from  General  Sturgis,  he  recalled  his  regi- 
ments to  return  to  New  Market.  At  this  time  his  brigade  was  at- 
tacked in  the  rear,  three  regiments  of  the  enemy  charging  and  for  the 
moment  taking  a section  of  artillery  not  in  position,  but  the  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  charging,  re- 
pulsed the  enemy,  killing  many  and  recapturing  the  guns. 

Colonel  Campbell  being  unable  to  get  support  from  Colonel  Gar- 
rard, and  being  engaged  in  front  and  rear  by  superior  numbers  of 
the  enemy,  was  obliged,  after  repulsing  the  attack  upon  his  rear,  to 
retire  by  the  left  flank  through  a by-road,  the  enemy  still  pressing 
upon  the  rear  of  his  column,  but,  being  driven  back  in  all  their 
efforts  to  strike  his  main  column,  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry, 
keeping  up  a vigorous  and  well-directed  fire,  and  the  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  by  dashing  saber  charges,  inflicted  severe  punish- 
ment upon  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Campbell  returned  to  N ew  Market  that  night.  One  caisson 
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was  disabled  at  the  time  of  its  capture  by  the  enemy,  ana  the  axle- 
tree  of  one  of  the  gun  limbers  breaking,  while  passing  through  the 
timber,  forced  the  abandonment  of  both,  the  gun  being  spiked. 

Colonel  Campbell’s  casualties  were : Commissioned  officers,  1 
killed,  4 wounded  ; enlisted  men,  6 killed,  23  wounded,  and  27  miss- 
ing. Total,  61.  Six  of  the  missing  have  since  returned.  Colonel 
Campbell  took  29  prisoners  from  the  enemy,  and  estimates  their  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  at  150,  including  1 major  and  3 other  officers. 

On  the  same  day  (the  24th  instant)  the  enemy  advanced  about  8 a. 
m.  with  two  brigades  to  the  position  occupied  by  Colonel  La  Grange, 
Second  Brigade,  in  front  of  New  Market,  and  attacked  them.  Colonel 
La  Grange  advanced  with  his  brigade,  driving  the  enemy  before 
him,  killing  17,  including  2 officers,  and  advancing  to  Mossy  Creek. 
His  casualties  for  the  day  were  2 killed,  4 severely  and  5 slightly 
wounded,  all  enlisted  men. 

No  movement  was  made  on  the  25th  instant.  On  the  26th  instant 
my  division  was  advanced  to  and  a slight  distance  beyond  the  line 
of  Mossy  Creek,  driving  the  enemy’s  pickets,  but  not  advancing 
farther.  By  order  of  the  general  commanding  we  returned  to  our 
encampment  at  5 p.  m.  The  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry  camping 
ground  had  been  occupied  by  the  enemy,  but  this  regiment  drove 
them  out,  killing  5 and  wounding  2.  In  the  skirmishing  of  the  day 
3 men  were  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  27th  instant,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  the  division  advanced  to  this 
point,  driving  the  enemy  steadily  before  them  to  Talbott’s  Station. 
Report  of  this  day’s  affair  has  been  previously  forwarded. 

A reconnaissance  made  by  a detachment  of  the  Second  Brigade  to 
Talbott’s  Station  captured  5 of  the  enemy. 

I am,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division, 
Per  J.  A.  S.  MITCHELL, 

Captain,  and  A.  A.  D.  C.,  in  Absence  of  Colonel  McCooh. 

Lieut.  W.  L.  Shaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  5. 

Reports  of  Col.  Archibald  P.  Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry, 
commanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division  Cavalry, 

Tivo  Miles  from  Mossy  Creek,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
the  colonel  commanding  First  Division  Cavalry,  I marched  from 
New  Market,  Tenn.,  at  3 a.  m.  December  24,  with  First  Brigade, 
First  Division  Cavalry,  toward  Dandridge.  At  1 mile  distant  from 
New  Market  my  brigade  was  halted  while  Colonel  Garrard’s  brigade 
passed.  I marched  through  Flat  Gap,  arriving  at  Dandridge,  10 
miles,  at  9 a.  m.,  and  found  no  enemy;  halted  one  hour,  when  I 
received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Garrard  to  advance  on  Bull’s  Gap 
road  to  his  support,  as  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  his  command. 
Col.  James  P.  Brownlow,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry,  advanced  and 
soon  commenced  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 
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Captain  Lilly’s  (Eighteenth  Indiana)  battery  of  four  guns,  in  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Scott,  was  immediately  placed  in  x^osition,  and 
the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry  ordered  to  its  support.  The  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  ordered  forward  on  the  trot  to  support  the 
First  Tennessee  Cavalry.  A part  of  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  charged 
the  enemy’s  dismounted  skirmishers,  killing  3 and  capturing  15  pris- 
oners, whereupon  the  enemy  opened  an  artillery  fire  with  three  guns,_ 
which  were  fired  with  great  precision,  hut  fortunately  very  few  of 
our  men  were  injured. 

Two  guns  of  the  battery  were  immediately  ordered  forward  and 
placed  on  the  hill  near  Hays’  Ferry,  4 miles  from  Dandridge,  skir- 
mishers were  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  the  two  guns  oj^ened  upon 
the  enemy  half  a mile  distant,  scattering  their  line  and  starting  them 
hack. 

At  this  time  an  order  came  from  Colonel  Garrard,  on  my  left,  to 
move  forward  on  the  same  road,  and  saying  that  his  brigade  “ would 
move  on  a side  road  to  my  left,  and  he  not  more  than  2 miles  distant 
at  any  time.” 

I immediately  advanced  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  in  col- 
umn along  the  road,  and  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  in  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  resting  on  French  Broad  River.  The  Second 
Michigan  Cavalry  was  placed  in  line  dismounted,  to  support  the  bat- 
tery. After  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  and  First  Tennessee  Cavalry 
had  advanced  half  a mile,  I received  an  order  from  General  Elliott* 
to  return  to  New  Market  immediately,  which  order  I forwarded  to 
Colonel  Garrard,  recalling  my  regiments  in  front.  The  enemy  soon 
commenced  firing  in  my  rear,  charged  with  three  regiments,  and  cap- 
tured two  pieces  of  my  artillery  not  in  position.  I at  once  ordered 
Second  Michigan  and  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  charge  and 
recapture  the  guns,  which  was  executed  with  great  promptness  and 
gallantry,  the  guns  recaptured  and  the  enemy  driven  nearly  1 mile, 
with  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field  and  14  prisoners 
in  our  hands.  Being  now  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  one  brigade  in 
front  and  one  in  my  rear,  I sent  to  Colonel  Garrard  for  support, 
which  he  did  not  send.  I then  ordered  my  artillery,  ambulances, 
and  led  horses  into  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  original  front,  and 
marched  them  by  a path  as  rapidly  as  possible  toward  the  New 
Market  road.  Also  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  and  First  Tennessee 
Cavalry  to  follow,  keeping  the  Second  Michigan  Regiment  dis- 
mounted and  fighting  the  enemy  as  they  fell  back,  covering  the  rear 
of  my  column. 

After  marching  1 mile  through  a rough  country,  the  enemy  press- 
ing hard  my  rear  and  left  flank,  I formed  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  on  that  flank  and  fought  them  until  checked,  and  at  the 
same  time  placed  the  battery  in  position  1 mile  beyond,  with  the  First 
Tennessee  Cavalry  in  line  for  a support.  The  enemy  still  pressed  my 
rear,  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  falling  back  to  the  artillery, 
the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry  falling  back  slowly,  keeping  up  a 
vigorous  fire.  I then  opened  a withering  fire  with  my  artillery,  four 
guns  firing  rapidly,  which  checked  the  enemy  for  a few  minutes,  but 
soon  they  pressed  on.  I then  ordered  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  to 
charge  with  sabers,  which  they  executed  most  nobly,  driving  the 
enemy’s  line  over  a fence,  with  severe  loss  to  their  ranks;  the  loss  of 
the  regiment  in  this  charge  was  3 killed,  2 officers  and  7 men  wounded, 

*This  order  was  received  from  General  Sturgis,  instead  of  General  Elliott,  as 
stated. — A.  P.  C. 
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and  7 men  missing,  and  32  horses  kill  ed  and  wounded.  Accompanying 
this  charge  the  Second  Michigan  and  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
opened  a galling  lire,  which  closed  the  light.  The  enemy  seeming 
to  he  satisfied  with  what  they  had  received,  fell  hack,  and  I marched 
to  New  Market  at  dark.  An  enemy  appeared  upon  my  right  before 
my  brigade  left,  but  too  late  to  do  me  any  injury.  The  enemy’s  loss 
is  not  less  than  150  killed  and  wounded,  including  1 major,  who 
led  the  charge  against  the  artillery,  killed.  I captured  29  prisoners. 
My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  61;  6 missing  have  since 
returned.  One  caisson  was  disabled  on  the  field  by  the  enemy’s 
hurry  to  get  it  away  at  the  first  charge  by  them.  One  piece  of  ar- 
tillery disabled  by  the  breaking  of  an  axle-tree,  which  was  spiked 
and  abandoned. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  both  officers  and  men  of  my  command  for  their 
gallantry  and  courage  during  the  whole  fight.  The  officers  of  my 
staff  deserve  much  praise  for  their  valuable  assistance  throughout 
the  whole  engagement. 

December  26,  marched  from  New  Market  to  Mossy  Creek,  4 miles, 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy 
during  the  day  until  5 p.  m.  One  man.  Second  Michigan  Cavalry, 
slightly  wounded  with  a shell  from  the  enemy’s  battery. 

December  27,  formed  line  in  front  of  the  enemy  at  Ip.  m.,  and 
skirmished  3 miles,  driving  them  without  loss. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  John  Pratt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — The  order  received  from  General  Elliott  to  return  to  New 
Market  was  a joint  order  to  myself  and  Colonel  Garrard,  and  was 
sent  to  Colonel  Garrard  at  once. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division  Cavalry, 

New  Market,  Tenn.,  Dece'rnber  25,  1863. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  casualties  in 
the  First  Brigade  in  the  fight  of  yesterday  at  Hays’  Ferry,  4 miles 
from  Dandridge,  on  Bull’s  Gap  road,  viz  : 


Command, 


2d  Michigan  Cavalry : 

Enlisted  men 

Commissioned  officers  (Capt.  T.  W.  Johnson  and  First  Lieut.  J.  H. 
Smith). 

9th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry : 

Enlisted  men 

Commissioned  officer  (First  Lieut.  T.  J.  Mountz) 

1st  Tennessee  Cavahy : 

Enlisted  men 

Commissioned  officers  (Major  Thornburgh  and  Second  Lieut.  Paul 
Sturm). 

Section  18th  Indiana  Battery 

Total  enlisted  men 

Total  commissioned  officers 

Grand  total 
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I have  captured  29  prisoners.  One  cannon  of  section  of  Eighteenth 
Indiana  Battery  was  disabled  on  the  field,  an  axle-tree  broken,  and 
the  piece  abandoned  ; also,  one  caisson  abandoned.  Several  men  are 
slightly  wounded,  but  are  doing  duty. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

"Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Jacobs,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Talhotfs  House,  near  Mossy  Creek,  East  Tenn.,  Dec.  27,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  8 a.  m.  on  the  24th 
instant,  two  small  brigades  of  the  enemy,  under  General  Armstrong, 
advanced  on  the  position  occnjiied  by  this  brigade  near  Dr.  Peck’s 
house,  2i  miles  west  of  Mossy  Creek  Station.  Our  picket  on  the  Mor- 
ristown road  was  re-enforced,  and  an  important  position  on  the  right 
occupied.  About  half  of  our  force  was  gradually  drawn  into  the 
engagement.  The  enemy  was  driven  back  3-J-  miles,  leaving  several 
dead,  including  1 lieutenant,  on  the  field.  We  camped  for  the  night 
at  Mossy  Creek  Station.  Our  loss  Avas  2 killed  and  9 wounded.  Had 
we  been  permitted  to  assume  the  offensive,  it  is  thought  the  enemy 
might  have  been  severely  punished. 

Captain  Hackleman,  and  Lieutenants  Stover  and  Thomas,  Second 
Indiana,  deserve  special  mention  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  held  an  important  position,  Avith  only  two  companies,  against 
a greatly  superior  force. 

On  the  26th,  drove  back  the  enemy’s  pickets  and  made  a demon- 
stration to  the  front,  but  did  not  advance.  On  returning  to  camp, 
the  Fourth  Indiana  found  its  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and, 
after  a brisk  skirmish,  compelled  him  to  retire,  leaving  5 dead  and 
2 wounded  on  the  field.  Our  loss  during  the  day  was  only  2 slightly 
wounded. 

On  the  27th,  advanced,  by  order,  to  the  ground  occupied  on  the 
previous  day,  and  drove  the  enemy  3 miles  on  the  right  of  the  Mor- 
ristown road,  our  advance  occupying  his  camp  and  capturing  arms, 
cooking  utensils,  &c.  Darkness  put  an  end  to  the  engagement.  We 
had  2 men  killed  by  a shell,  and  4 others  slightly  wounded.  Enemy’s 
loss  unknown. 

On  the  28th,  Major  Torrey,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  made  a move- 
ment on  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  and  after  a brisk  skirmish  occupied 
Talbott’s  Station,  capturing  5 of  the  enemy  with  horses,  arms,  and 
equipments,  without  1 oss.  * 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  H.  LA  GRANGE, 
Colonel,  Conbmanding. 

Capt.  John  Pratt, 

A.  A.  G.,  First  Cav.  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland. 

* Nominal  list  of  casualties  (omitted)  from  24th  to  29th  of  December,  shoAvs  8 
killed  and  18  wounded, 
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No.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  William  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
of  operations  December  24. 

Headquarters  Anderson  Cavalry, 

At  Jim  Brazelton^s,  December  24,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

General:  Our  movement  to-day  proved  a failure.  The  brigade 
was  there ; not  exactly  at  Dandridge,  but  6 miles  above.  If  we  had 
got  in  its  rear  and  fallen  upon  it  at  daybreak,  I think  it  would  have 
been  ours,  but  at  8 o’clock  in  the  morning  we  found  it  entirely  on 
the  alert  and  moving  upon  us. 

The  force  that  got  in  the  rear  of  Colonel  Campbell’s  brigade,  I am 
inclined  to  think,  was  Armstrong’s  division.  One  of  the  prisoners 
belonging  to  it  says  so,  and  a loyal  citizen  living  on  the  Morristown 
and  Dandridge  road  informed  me  that  2,000  or  3,000  rebel  cavalry 
passed  down  that  road  this  afternoon. 

It  was  not  until  we  had  acted  in  accordance  with  your  order  and 
got  well  out  toward  the  intersection  of  the  road  running  from  Dan- 
dridge to  Mossy  Creek,  3 miles  from  Dandridge,  that  we  learned  of 
Colonel  Campbell’s  condition.  We  then  headed  toward  Dandridge, 
and  were  about  to  march  there  to  relieve  him  by  attacking  the  rear 
of  the  rebels,  when  a dispatch  came  from  him  stating  that  he  had 
swung  over  into  the  by-road  on  which  we  were  marching,  and  was 
immediately  in  our  rear.  He  saved  all  his  cannon  except  one  piece. 

I am ‘encamped  at  James  Brazelton’s,  3 miles  from  New  Market, 
on  the  Rocky  Valley  road,  and  am  picketing  this  road  and  Hodge’s 
Gap.  Please  inform  me  what  there  is  in  front,  and  what  is  on  the 
move  for  to-morrow. 

My  camp  was  here  last  night,  and  I came  here  because  my  ambu- 
lances, wagons,  dismounted  men,  &c. , were  already  here. 

I am,  general,  yours,  respectfully. 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Elliott, 

Commanding  Cavalry. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Samuel  E.  Miller,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  of 

action  at  Hays’  Ferry. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Near  Mossy  Creek,  January  1,  1864. 

General  : In  accordance  with  instructions  received  this  a.  m., 
through  Captain  Sharp,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  I have  the  honor 
to  report  that  I was  captured  during  the  engagement  near  Dandridge 
on  the  24th  ultimo,  and  was  taken  to  the  rear  beyond  Holt’s  house,  on 
Dandridge  and  Bend  of  Chucky  road,  7 miles  from  Dandridge.  I 
was  detained  there  till  evening  of  25th,  and  was  then  moved  to  Kim- 
bro’s  Cross-Roads,  and  to  Morristown  on  Saturday,  26th. 

I escaped  on  the  night  of  the  26th  from  the  guard,  and  reached  our 
lines  at  Mossy  Creek  on  the  morning  of  31st  December. 

From  the  best  information  I could  obtain  there  was  but  one  bri- 
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gade  of  infantry  at  Morristown.  Longstreet,  with  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  remainder  of  the  infantry,  was  at  Russellville,  with  head- 
quarters at  that  place.  There  were  no  fortifications  at  Morristown. 
Armstrong’s  and  Martin’s  cavalry  commands  were  in  the  vicinity  of 
Panther  Springs  and  Widow  Kimbrough’s.  I could  not  learn  where 
Jones’  cavalry  was.  There  was  no  infantry  on  the  Bend  of  Chucky 
road  between  Morristown  and  Cheek’s  Cross-Roads. 

The  rebels  have  taken  all  the  axes  from  the  citizens  about  Kim- 
brough’s Cross-Roads,  and  reliable  citizens  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  were  blockading  the  road  between  Morristown  and  Dandridge. 
I heard  a great  deal  of  chopping  in  the  direction  of  that  road  on  last 
Wednesday,  December  30,  the  day  after  the  fight  at  Mossy  Creek. 
I was  then  on  Bay’s  Mountain,  within  2 miles  of  Widow  Kimbrough’s. 
At  least  one-third  of  the  infantry  that  I saw  were  without  shoes, 
and  poorly  clothed. 

One  pound  of  flour  and  three-quarters  pound  meat  was  the  ration 
issued  to  the  prisoners.  There  were  about  30  Federal  prisoners  at 
Morristown  when  I left.  I could  learn  nothing  of  any  movement 
toward  Paint  Rock.  Longstreet’s  forces  are  estimated,  at  from  25,000 
to  30,000.  My  guards  knew  nothing  of  any  re-enforcements  hav- 
ing arrived  lately. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  E.  MILLER, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

Major-General  Parke. 

I have  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Elliott. 


DECEMBER  28,  1863. — Action  at  Calhoun  and  Skirmish  at  Charleston, 

Tenn. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of 
the  Cumberland,  with  complimentary  letter  to  Col.  Eli  Long. 

No.  2. — Col.  Eli  Long,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 
No.  3. — Col.  Bernard  Laiboldt,  Second  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  tvith  complimentary  letter  to  Col. 
Eli  Long. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  December  29,  1863. 

(Received  1.45  p.  m.,  30th.) 

Sir:  Col.  Eli  Long,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Di- 
vision of  Cavalry,  reports  from  Calhoun,  Tenn.,  December  28,  that 
the  rebel  General  Wheeler,  with  1,200  or  1,500  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry,  attacked  Colonel  Laiboldt,  escorting  a supply  train  from 
Chattanooga  to  Knoxville,  about  10  this  a.  m.,  at  Charleston,  on 
south  bank  of  the  Hiwassee.  The  train  and  escort  had  reached  and 
encamped  at  Charleston  last  night,  and  Colonel  Laiboldt’s  skirmishers 
were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  this  a.  m. , before  Colonel  Long 
was  apprised  of  their  approach.  He  immediately  mounted  the  smau 
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force  for  duty  in  liis  camp  at  the  time  (150  men)  and  crossed  the 
river  to  Colonel  Laiboldt’s  support.  The  rebels  shortly  afterward 
gave  way,  Long  pursuing  them  closely. 

Discovering  a portion  of  their  force  cut  off  on  the  right,  he  charged 
them  with  sabers,  completely  demoralizing  and  scattering  them  in 
great  confusion  in  every  direction.  Several  of  the  enemy  (number 
not  known)  were  killed  and  wounded.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  prisoners,  including  5 commissioned  officers,  were  captured. 
The  main  rebel  column  fled,  and  was  pursued  for  5 miles,  on  the  Dal- 
ton road,  and,  when  last  seen,  was  fleeing  precipitately.  Long’s  loss 
was  1 man  slightly  wounded.  For  this  and  many  other  gallant  acts 
of  Colonel  Long,  since  serving  in  this  department,  I earnestly  recom- 
mend him  for  promotion  to  brigadier-general  of  volunteers. 

The  officer  in  command  of  the  courier  station  at  Cleveland  also 
reports  that  he  was  attacked  early  this  morning,  December  28,  by 
a force  of  about  100  rebels.  He  drove  them  off. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- C liief. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  January  1,  1864. 

Col.  Eli  Long, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Calhoun: 

Colonel:  Your  report  of  your  engagement  with  the  enemy  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th  was  duly  received.  It  was  a very  pretty 
affair  indeed. 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  now  en  route  to 
your  station  four  pieces  of  artillery,  escorted  by  two  regiments  of 
infantry.  This  artillery  is  intended  as  a re-enforcement  to  your 
post.  The  infantry  will  return  to  this  place. 

The  battery  was  ordered  to  Calhoun  before  we  heard  of  your 
defeating  Wheeler. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  8. — Tlie  command  will  probably  move  from  Harrison  to-mor- 
row morning.  It  is  reported  that  Wheeler  is  at  Georgetown  pre- 
paring for  an  attack  on  Harrison. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Eli  Long,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Cavalry  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  Cavalry", 

Calhoun,  Tenn.,  December  28,  1863. 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information  of 
the  major-general  commanding  the  department,  report  of  attack 
made  this  a.  m.  upon  this  place  by  the  rebel  General  Wheeler.  The 
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attack  was  mad©  at  about  10  o’clock  by  a force  of  from  1,200  to  1,500 
cavalry  and  mounted  infantry,  led  by  General  Wheeler  in  person. 
Brigadier-General  Kelly,  with  his  brigade,  formed  part  of  this 
force.  Their  object  was  evidently  the  capture  of  the  suj)ply  train 
which  arrived  here  last  evening  under  charge  of  forces  commanded 
by  Colonel  Laiboldt. 

Colonel  L[aiboldt]  encamped  on  the  Charleston  side  of  the  river, 
and  his  skirmishers  were  at  work  with  the  enemy  before  I was 
apprised  of  their  approach.  I immediately  mounted  the  small  com- 
mand which  remained  in  camp  not  on  duty  (about  150  men),  moved 
across  the  bridge,  and  found  the  infantry  pretty  sharply  engaged, 
the  enemy  occupying  position  in  the  woods.  The  latter  shortly  after- 
ward gave  way,  and  I then  started  rapidly  after  them.  Discovering 
a small  portion  of  their  force  now  cut  off  on  the  right,  I ordered  a 
saber  charge,  and  followed  a retreating  column  of  several  hundred 
which  had  taken  out  the  Chatata  road,  running  up  the  Hiwassee. 

Our  rapid  pursuit  and  vigorous  use  of  the  saber  completely  de- 
moralized this  force,  which  was  thrown  into  great  confusion,  and 
scattered  in  every  direction,  their  men  throwing  away  large  num- 
bers of  arms,  accouterments,  &:c.  Several  of  the  enemy  (number 
not  known)  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  captured  121  prisoners, 
including  5 commissioned  officers.  Drove  the  remainder  till  I had 
arrived  at  a creek,  which  was  scarcely  fordable,  and  deemed  it  pru- 
dent to  follow  no  farther.  The  main  rebel  column  had  fled  out  the 
Dalton  road.  I sent  a small  force  out  that  road,  who  followed  some 
5 miles,  and  the  enemy  is  still  retreating  toward  Cleveland.  My 
own  loss  is  1 man  seriously  wounded. 

Since  returning  to  my  headquarters,  I have  received  a dispatch 
from  the  officer  commanding  couriers  at  Cleveland.  He  was  attacked 
early  this  morning  by  a force  of  about  100  men,  and  drove  them  off. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  LONG, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  Bernard  Laiboldt,  Second  Missouri  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Calhoun, 

December  28,  1863. 

Sir  : It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  I have 
given  the  rebel  General  Wheeler  a sound  thrashing  this  morning. 
I had  succeeded,  in  spite  of  the  most  abominable  roads,  to  reach 
Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ; and  this  morning  shortly  after 
daylight  I was  moving  my  train  across  Hiwassee  River  Bridge 
when  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  reported  1,500  strong,  with  four  guns 
(which,  however,  they  had  no  time  to  bring  into  action),  appeared  in 
my  rear.  I placed  the  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  then  got  my,  train 
over  the  bridge  safely,  and  next  asked  Colonel  Long  to  place  a regi- 
ment of  cavalry  at  my  disposal.  These  arrangements  made,  I 
charged  with  the  infantry  in  double-quick  on  the  astonished  rebels 
and  routed  them  completely,  when  I ordered  a cavalry  charge  to 
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give  them  the  finishing  touch.  The  charge  was  made  in  good  style, 
but  the  number  of  our  cavalry  was  insufficient  for  an  effectual  pur- 
suit, and  so  the  enemy  got  away,  and  was  even  able  to  take  his  guns 
along,  which,  with  innumerable  prisoners,  must  have  fallen  into  my 
hands  could  I have  made  a hot  pursuit. 

I have  now  with  me,  as  prisoners,  5 commissioned  officers,  among 
them  the  inspector-general  of  General  Kelly’s  division,  and  a sur- 
geon, and  126  men  of  different  regiments.  Wheeler  commanded  in 
person,  and  it  was  reported  to  him,  as  the  prisoners  state,  that  I had 
600  wagons  in  my  train,  which  he  expected  to  take  without  great 
trouble. 

The  casualties  on  my  side  are  as  follows  : Third  Division,  2 com- 
missioned officers  wounded,  2 men  killed,  8 men  wounded,  1 man 
missing;  Second  Division,  4 men  wounded. 

The  rebels  ^ lost,  besides  the  number  stated,  several  severely 
wounded,  which  I am  obliged  to  leave  behind,  and  probably  several 
killed.  The  number  of  small-arms  thrown  away  by  them  is  rather 
large,  and  they  will  undoubtedly  be  gathered  up  by  Colonel  Long. 
I shall  pursue  my  march  at  daybreak  to-morrow. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BERNARD  LAIBOLDT, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry  Missouri  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberiand. 

P.  S. — Our  infantry  numbered  between  2,000  and  3,000  convales- 
cent men  returning  from  furlough,  and  others,  who  had  been  absent 
and  belonged  to  the  two  divisions  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps. 
Long’s  cavalry,  with  which  he  charged  the  rebels,  150. 


DECEMBER  28,  1863-JANUARY  4,  1864.— Expedition  from  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  to  Creelshorough,  Ky. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Andreiv  J.  Cropsey,  One  hundred  and 
tiventy -ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  129th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  4,  1864. 
Colonel  : In  obedience  to  orders  from  you  and  General  Grant, 
with  140  sharpshooters  and  3 commissioned  officers,  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th  of  December,  I proceeded  up  the  Cumberland  River  with 
two  gunboats  and  three  transports.  The  transports  with  100  of  the 
sharpshooters  were  left  at  Carthage.  W e then  continued  up  the  river 
until  we  arrived,  on  the  evening  of  the  31st  December,  1863,  at  Creels- 
borough,  Ky.  This  place  is  325  miles  from  Nashville,  and  75  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  Big  South  Fork,  the  head  of  navigation.^ 

On  the  way  up  we  were  fired  upon  by  guerrillas  five  different 
times.  The  bands  seemed  to  vary  in  number  from  10  to  15  up  to  75 
or  100,  but  they  were  so  high  up  on  the  bluffs,  and  concealed  so  well 
in  the  thick  timber,  behind  rocks  and  trees  ,that  their  number  couldn’t 
to  a certainty  be  ascertained,  neither  could  the  40  sharpshooters  have 
much  effect  upon  them,  though  they  manifested  much  zeal  and  skill, 
but  the  gunboats  with  shell  and  shrapnel  quickly  dislodged  them. 
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and  this  was  done  in  line  style  under  the  supervision  of  Captain  Glass- 
ford,  the  commanding  officer.  Some  of  them  were  seen  to  fall,  but 
we  did  not  ascertain  that  any  were  killed;  they  did  Jio  damage,  though 
two  on  the  boat  were  hit  with  spent  balls.  As  the  bluffs  were  so 
high  and  steep,  and  they  could  overlook  our  movements,  I did  not 
think  anything  could  be  effected  by  making  pursuit,  and  did  not  land 
the  sharpshooters. 

The  only  county  on  the  river  now  under  the  control  of  the  guer- 
rillas is  Jackson,  or  that  part  of  it  south  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
Overton,  as  far  east  as  the  Obey’s  River;  beyond  that  the  country 
Avas  reported  loyal,  and  the  people  from  the  banks  greeted  us  with 
unmistakable  demonstrations  of  joy. 

From  various  sources  we  ascertained  that  there  were  no  coal-barges 
loaded  wibh  coal  below  the  rapids  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  South 
Fork,  and  that  barges  could  not  come  over  them  with  safety  except 
on  very  high  water.  Some  is  being  mined  and  logcded  above  to  come 
down  on  the  spring  floods,  but  as  we  could  not  see  the  coal  men, 
more  definite  information  can  be  obtained  by  a correspondence  with 
them  through  Governor  Bramlette,  of  Kentucky,  who  is  said  to  be 
well  acquainted  in  that  region.  There  is  also  a large  coal  mine  on 
Obey’s  River,  some  50  miles  from  its  mouth,  that  is  at  least  150 
miles  nearer  Nashville  and  much  more  accessible  than  that  on  the 
Upper  Cumberland,  as  it  frequently  can  be  brought  out  of  the  Obey’s 
on  barges  when  they  cannot  come  over  the  rapids  at  the  mouth  of 
Big  South  Fork.  The  rebel  authorities  began  working  this  mine 
just  before  their  sudden  departure  from  Nashville.  That  region  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  guerrillas,  and  of  course  no  preparation 
being  made  for  shipping  coal.  If  the  general  desires  any  more  defi-> 
nite  information  concerning  this  coal  mine,  it  can  be  had  through 
Maj.  Abram  E.  Ganet,  First  Tennessee  (Union)  Guards.  He  is  now 
stationed  at  Carthage,  and  is  engaged  in  raising  a battalion  for 
special  service  in  that  locality.  He  lived,  before  being  driven  from 
home,  within  3 miles  of  the  coal  mine,  and  he  is  especially  anxious 
for  permission  to  move  his  present  command,  something  over  200 
men,  into  that  region,  being  sanguine  that  he  could  make  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Cumberland  perfectly  safe  in  a few  weeks.  The  guer- 
rilla bands  under  Hamilton,  Hughs,  Ferguson,  and  Richardson 
number  some  200  fighting  men,  and  about  twice  that  number  for 
robbing  raids. 

As  the  river  was  falling  rapidly  we  were  compelled  to  turn  back 
at  Creelsborough.  At  Carthage  I left  40  of  the  sharpshooters  as 
guard  for  the  unloaded  boats;  with  the  other  100,  on  the  transport 
Emma  Boyd,  we  started  for  this  city  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 
instant,  but  had  come  only  3 miles  from  Carthage  when,  by  the 
bursting  of  her  pumps,  the  Emma  Boyd  was  compelled  to  stop,  and 
will  have  to  be  towed  down  by  the  other  boats  when  unloaded.  As 
this  might  detain  them  several  days,  and  the  general  seems  anxious 
to  get  information  about  affairs  up  the  Cumberland,  I deemed  it 
most  conducive  to  his  wishes  and  the  service  to  come  on  here  at 
once,  which  I did  in  the  gunboat  Reindeer. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  CROPSEY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  129^7^  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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DEGEMBEK  29,  1863. — Action  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn. 

iiErORTS.* 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Ohio. 

Nd.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps, 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  with  complimentary  orders. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry 
Corps,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

No,  4. — Col.  Edward  M.  McCook,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  First 
Cavalry  Division. 

No.  5. — Col.  Archibald  P.  Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First 
Brigade. 

No.  6. — Col,  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  7. — Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade, 

No.  8. — Col.  Wilham  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  9. — Capt.  Eli  Lilly,  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery. 

No.  10. — Col.  Samuel  R.  Mott,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Corps. 

No.  11. — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  L.  Young,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Eeporf  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Ohio. 

Knoxville,  December  29,  1863. 

At  11  a.  m.  to-day  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  supported 
oy  a division  of  infantry  and  two  batteries  of  artillery,  attacked 
General  Sturgis  near  Mossy  Creek.  The  fight  was  severe  and  gen- 
eral, and  lasted  until  5 p.  m.  Sturgis  held  his  ground,  and  ended 
by  driving  the  enemy  entirely  off  the  field,  achieving  a complete 
victorv. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 

Major-General  Grant. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Cavalry  Corps,  Department  of  the  Ohio,  with  complimentary 
orders. 

Strawberry  Plains,  December  29,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter  : 

The  following  dispatches  have  been  received  from  General  Sturgis: 

Headquarters, 

Mossy  Creek,  [December']  29,  1863 — 3.15  p.  m. 
The  enemy  advanced  this  morning,  about  11  o’clock,  with  the  mass  of  his  cavalry 


*See  also  Martin’s  report,  p.  547. 
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and  a division  of  infantry  and  two  batteries  of  artillery.  We  have  checked  him 
completely,  I trust,  but  our  loss  is  very  severe.  1 think  he  is  giving  way  now,  and 
I hope  to  drive  him  before  night.  The  engagement  is  general  along  the  whole  line, 
and  the  troops  have  behaved  with  great  credit  to  themselves  and  their  country. 
Colonels  W^olford  and  Foster  have  not  yet  gotten  up  with  their  command.  Will 
report  particulars  as  soon  as  I can. 

Yours,  &c., 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-Oenera  I . 


Headquarters, 

Mossy  Creek,  \^Decemher^  29,  1863 — 3.45  p.  m. 

General  Parke  : 

My  whole  line  is  advancing  handsomely  and  driving  the  enemy  before  it.  Col- 
onels Wolford  and  Foster  have  just  returned  from  the  reconnaissance  to  Dandridge, 
where  they  found  no  enemy.  His  whole  force  moved  to  our  front  last  night,  and 
to-day  got  damned  badly  whipped. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-General. 


P.  S. — All  right. 


JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Mossy  Creek,  December  29,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

• (Received — 12.15  a.  m.,  doth.) 

The  enemy  was  driven  back  about  4 miles  in  great  confusion, 
and  our  advance  line  is  near  Talbott’s  Station  again.  I did  not  deem 
it  prudent  to  pursue  farther  than  was  necessary  to  inflict  as  great 
immediate  injury  as  possible.  Neither  our  own  loss  nor  that  of 
the  enemy  can  be  known  yet.  W e have  now  in  the  hospital  between 
70  and  100  wounded.  The  brass  guns  with  Colonel  Mott’s  brigade 
are  not  suited  to  our  present  situation,  either  in  character  or  other- 
wise, and  I would  ask  that  a battery  of  3-inch  rifled  guns  or  10- 
pounder  Parrotts  be  sent  to  replace  them.  As  infantry  could  as  well 
be  supplied  at  Dandridge  as  at  Strawberry  Plains,  I would  suggest 
that  that  place  be  occupied  by  a brigade  or  more  of  infantry.  It 
would  be  a great  saving  of  horses  tO‘  us,  whose  horses  are  pretty  well 
worn  down,  watching  so  large  an  extent  of  country,  with  a wily 
enemy  ready  at  all  times  to  take  advantage  of  any  division  of  our 
forces.  I cannot  think  there  is  any  of  the  rebel  cavalry  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Holston,  and  would  like  to  have  Colonel  Penne- 
baker’s  brigade  here,  if  you  think  it  can  be  spared  from  its  present 
location. 

Respectfully, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  Foster. 

P.  S. — So  far  as  heard  from  we  have  about  50  prisoners.  There 
may  have  been  more  taken,  and  probably  are,  but  no  more  have 
been  reported  as  yet. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Knoxville,  Jamiary  21,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  the 
report  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  con- 
cerning the  engagement  near  Mossy  Creek,  December  29,  1863. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1864. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  Mossy  Creek,  December  29,  1863  : 

Having  received  information  during  the  night  of  the  28th  that  a 
brigade  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  had  moved  to  Dandridge  during  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  and  had  gone  into  camp  there,  I determined 
to  take  advantage  of  this  division  of  the  enemy’s  forces  and  endeavor 
to  surprise  and  destroy  that  portion  of  it. 

Accordingly  I ordered  Colonel  Foster’s  division,  with  four  regi- 
ments of  Colonel  Wolford’s  division  and  four  mountain  howitzers, 
to  move  toward  Dandridge  by  the  Mossy  Creek  road,  and  the  re- 
maining regiments  of  Colonel  Wolford’s  division  (picketing  the  gaps 
in  Bay’s  Mountain)  to  move  toward  Dandridge  by  the  road  leading 
from  New  Market,  so  as  to  reach  Dandridge  by  daylight  on  the  29th. 
Colonel  La  Grange’s  brigade  and  two  3-inch  rifled  guns  moved  at 
the  dawn  of  day  to  the  point  where  the  Mossy  Creek  road  to  Dan- 
dridge crosses  Bay’s  Mountain,  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  roads 
in  the  Dumpling  Valley,  and  to  be  within  easy  supporting  distance 
of  the  force  remaining  at  Mossy  Creek,  or  to  go  toward  Dandridge 
should  the  enemy  have  massed  his  cavalry  at  either  point  during  the 
night. 

While  these  troops  were  being  withdrawn  from  our  front  (then 
advanced  as  far  as  Talbott’s  Station),  Colonel  Campbell,  with  the 
only  remaining  brigade  of  cavalry,  was  directed  to  occupy  the  entire 
line  and  All  up  the  gaps  thus  occasioned,  and  if  attacked  to  fall  back 
without  much  resistance  to  the  line  of  Mossy  Creek.  Colonel-  Pal- 
mer’s command  (Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  one  company 
of  Tennessee  mounted  infantry),  then  guarding  the  right  flank  on 
the  Chucky  road,  was  also  ordered  back  and  posted  on  the  right  of 
the  line  selected  for  battle. 

About  9 a.  m.  on  the  29th,  the  entire  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy, 
about  6,000  vstrong,  under  Generals  Martin,  Armstrong,  and  Morgan, 
and  which  had  formed  a junction  during  the  night  at  Panther 
Springs,  advanced  in  line  of  battle,  concentrating  their  efforts  mainly 
against  our  left. 

As  soon  as  I ascertained  the  strength  of  the  enemy  I ordered  the 
return  of  Colonel  La  Grange,  and  of  Foster  and  Wolford  also,  should 
they  And  no  enemy  at  Dandridge. 

The  enemy  advanced  steadily  and  handsomely  over  the  open  coun- 
try beyond  the  creek,  and  Colonel  Campbell  as  handsomely  con- 
tested the  ground  while  falling  back  to  the  position  selected  for  the 
engagement. 
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In  the  meantime,  I sent  tlie  One  liundred  and  eigliteenth  Oliio  In- 
fantry (Colonel  Mott’s  brigade)  nnperceived  by  the  enemy  into  tin; 
woods  on  the  left  of  the  Morristown  road,  and  placed  a section  of 
12-ponnder  guns  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  with  the  Six- 
teenth Kentucky  Infantry  as  a support.  The  Twenty-fifth  Michi- 
gan Infantry  was  placed  on  the  road  as  a reserve,  and  one  battalion 
of  the  Eightieth  Indiana  Infantry  was  sent  to  guard  tlie  Dyer’s  Ferry 
road. 

The  enemy  now  made  a desperate  charge  on  onr  left  and  left  cen- 
ter for  the  purpose  of  securing  a position  which  would  enable  him 
to  command  the  crossing  of  the  creek,  but  in  this  attempt  signally 
failed.  Colonel  Campbell’s  brigade  and  three  3-inch  rifled  guns 
making  sad  havoc  in  his  lines  as  they  advanced  over  the  open 
ground. 

The  infantry  reserved  its  fire  until  the  enemy  came  up  within  easy 
range,  then  delivered  a deadly  volley  into  his  ranks,  and,  charging 
with  the  bayonet,  drove  him  in  confusion.  While  this  was  being 
accomplished  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Colonel  Brownlow,  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  line,  charged  with  the  saber,  breaking  the  enemy’s 
line  and  throwing  him  into  disorder. 

Meeting  with  nothing  but  disaster  on  our  left,  the  enemy  made 
but  little  effort  against  our  right,  and  soon  began  to  fall  back. 

About  this  time  Colonel  La  Grange  arrived  on  the  field,  and  was 
sent  forward  on  the  right  to  harass  the  retreat.  Colonel  Campbell 
advanced  on  the  Morristown  road  and  through  the  fields  on  the  left. 
The  enemy,  finding  himself  thus  hotly  pressed,. formed  in  two  col- 
umns and  fell  back  rapidly  to  his  re-enforcements  at  Panther  Springs ; 
but,  darkness  coming  on,  the  pursuit  was  not  pushed  beyond  Tal- 
bott’s Station.  The  action  lasted  from  9 a.  m.  until  dark;  for 
several  hours  it  was  general,  and  at  times  the  fighting  was  very 
severe. 

For  a more  detailed  account,  and  for  the  part  taken  by  individuals, 
I respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Elliott,  of 
Colonel  McCook,  commanding  division,  and  to  the  reports  of  brigade 
commanders. 

I may  be  permitted  to  say  here  that  much  of  the  success  of  the  day 
is  due  to  the  zeal  and  energy  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Elliott. 

I had  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  office  a day  or  two  after  the 
action  a list  of  the  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  will  there- 
fore only  give  the  numbers  here  : Killed,  18  soldiers  ; wounded,  7 of- 
ficers and  70  soldiers ; total,  77.  Missing,  5.  Total  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  LOO.* 

The  enemy’s  loss  is  variously  estimated.  General  Elliott  reckons 
it  at  400  killed  and  wounded ; others  at  from  250  to  300.  The  enemy 
admits  the  latter  figure,  and  the  citizens  living  on  the  road  con- 
firm this  estimate.  His  loss,  beyond  question,  was  very  large,  as 
his  men  were  much  more  exposed  than  ours  throughout  the  whole 
day. 

We  took  44  prisoners,  and  gathered  up  22  of  his  dead  and  buried 
them. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-  Qeneral,  Commianding. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  : 


But  see  revised  statement,  p.  651. 


650 


KY.,  RW.  VA.,  TEJ^N.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Mosstj  Creek,  January  1,  1864. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  our  casualties  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  29th  ultimo,  as  follows  : 

Officers  wounded,  7 ; enlisted  men  wounded,  66  ; enlisted  men 
killed,  18;  enlisted  men  missing,  5.  Total,  96.* 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  from  carefully  collected  data  from  rebel 
citizens,  deserters,  and  our  own  officers,  was  between  300  and  400, 
and  this  disparity  in  casualties  is  easily  accounted  for,  since  the 
enemy  advanced  over  open  ground,  where  he  was  literally  mowed 
down,  while  our  troops  were,  in  a great  measure,  sheltered.  The 
citizens  living  on  the  road — rebels,  too— -report  that  twenty  wagons 
and  ambulances  were  constantly  running  to  and  from  the  field,  and 
(to  use  their  own  expression)  the  killed  and  wounded  were  piled  in 
like  hogs.  We  have  buried  some  20  of  their  dead  ourselves,  and  have 
some  of  their  wounded  in  hospital. 

In  the  engagement  at  Dandridge  on  the  27th  ultimo,  our  loss  was 
as  follows : 

Officers  wounded,  6 ; officer  killed,  1 ; enlisted  men  wounded,  29 ; 
enlisted  men  killed,  6 ; enlisted  men  missing,  13.  Total,  55. 

Deserters  report  that  the  officers  of  the  enemy  estimate  their  loss 
in  that  engagement  at  200. 

I will  send  list  of  names  of  killed  and  wounded  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  made  up. 

Respectfully, 


S.  D.  STURGIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding . 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  29,  1863. 

The  commanding  general  takes  pleasure  in  congratulating  the 
troops  of  this  command  upon  the  eminent  and  complete  victory  they 
have  thus  achieved  against  the  combined  forces  of  Generals  Martin, 
Armstrong,  and  Wheeler. 

We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  our  success  was  achieved 
through  the  loss  of  many  of  our  brave  comrades  in  arms,  whose 
names  will  occupy  for  all  coming  time  a bright  and  enviable  place 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  At  the  proper  time  it  will  be  the 
pleasant  duty  of  the  commanding  general  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
commander  of  the  department  to  individual  cases  of  meritorious 
conduct. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sturgis  : 

W.  C.  RAWOLLE, 
Captain,  A.  D.  C.,  and  A.  A.  A.  G. 


“But  See  revised  statement,  p.  651. 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  D. 
Sturgis,  engaged  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  2ih  1868. 


[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  Ac.] 

Wounded. 


Command. 


CAVALRY  (ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND). 
Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Col.  Edward  M.  McCook. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Archibald  P.  Campbell. 


2d  Michigan 

9th  Pennsylvania. 
1st  Tennessee  — 


Total  First  Brigade 

Second  Brigade. 


Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange. 


2d  Indiana 

4th  Indiana 

7th  Kentucky  . 
1st  Wisconsin. 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Unattached.  * 

Col.  William  J.  Palmer.  , 

10th  Ohio  Cavalry  (detachment) 

loth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (detachment) 

1st  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry  (detachment). . 

Total  unattached 

Artillery. 

Indiana  Light,  18th  Battery 

Total  detachment  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
DETACHMENT  ARMY  OF  THE  OHIO. 
Infantry. 


16th  Kentucky 
118th  Ohio .- 


Artillery. 

Illinois  Light,  5th  Battery  

Total  detachment  Army  of  the  Ohio 
Grand  total 


Killed. 


12 


20 


10 


48 


30 


30 


Captured 
or  missing. 


37 


13 


12 


10 


109 


OFFICERS  KILLED  OR  MORTALLY  WOUNDED. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Lieut.  Harvey  S.  Lingle,  IStli  Cavalry. 

TENNESSEE. 

Capt.  Elbert  J.  Cannon,  1st  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Cox,  1st  Cavalry. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding Cavalry  Corps,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Hdqrs.  Chief  of  Cay.,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  near  Talbotfs  Station,  Tenn.,  December  31,  -1863.  - 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  the  29th  near  Mossy  Creek  : 

According  to  instrnctions  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  La  Grange 
commanding,  was  detached  before  daylight,  leaving  the  front  of  the 
camp  covered  by  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  A.  P.  Campbell,  Second 
Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding,  of  First  Division,  Col.  E.  M.  Mc- 
Cook, Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding,  with  orders  to  fall  back 
without  much  resistance  from  the  vicinity  of  Talbott’s  Station,  skir- 
mishing with  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  two 
divisions  of  cavalry,  three  brigades  each,  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
Generals  Armstrong  and  J.  T.  Morgan,  with  two  batteries  of  artillery, 
twelve  pieces,  the  whole  commanded  by  Major-General  Martin.  This 
information  I received  from  a rebel  officer  taken  prisoner  during  the 
action. 

Three  pieces  of  Lilly’s  (Eighteenth  Indiana)  battery  were  posted 
on  a hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  Morristown  road,  supported  by  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division  of  Cavalry. 

Col.  W.  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  with  detach- 
ments from  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry  and  First  Tennessee  Mounted  In- 
fantry, in  all,  about  250  men,  was  directed  to  fall  back  from  his 
camp  on  mouth  of  Chucky  road  to  Mossy  Creek.  About  11  a.  m. 
the  enemy  advanced  in  line  of  battle  dismounted,  his  line  extending 
from  mouth  of  Chucky  road,  crossing  Morristown  road,  to  a road 
leading  from  east  side  of  Mossy  Creek  to  Dyer’s  Ferry.  The  length  of 
this  line  I estimated  at  2 miles.  A section  of  the  Elgin  (Fifth  Illi- 
nois) battery  and  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  from  Mott’s  brigade,  were  placed  under  my  orders  by  Gen- 
eral Sturgis ; the  former  was  posted  on  the  mouth  of  Chucky  road, 
the  latter  as  support  for  the  three  pieces  of  Lilly’s  battery,  and  on  its 
left  covered  by  dense  timber.  I was  instructed  to  hold  my  position 
and  informed  that  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  with  a section 
of  Lilly’s  battery.  Colonel  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
commanding,  detached  to  support  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  ordered  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Dandridge  and  Bend  of  Chucky 
road,  had  been  ordered  and  would  soon  return  to  Mossy  Creek. 

The  enemy  massed  troops  on  his  left  (my  right),  evidently  with  the 
intention  of  charging  the  section  of  the  Elgin  battery  posted  on  the 
right.  Finding  the  section  so  badly  served  I directed  part  of  the 
Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  not  to  exceed  100  men,  to  take  j^ost  on 
the  right  and  front  of  this  section  for  its  support,  in  addition  to  the 
detachments  of  Colonel  Palmer’s  already  posted  there ; at  the  same 
time  sent  to  inform  General  Sturgis  of  the  condition  of  the  right, 
and  requested  another  regiment  of  infantry.  The  Sixteenth  Kentucky 
Infantry  was  sent  me,  and  placed  under  cover  on  the  right  flank  to 
support  the  section  of  the  Elgin  battery. 

The  enemy  was  repulsed  in  his  attack  upon  our  right,  and  in  his 
attack  upon  Lilly’s  battery  in  the  center,  his  batteries  at  the  same 
time  showering  upon  both  of  our  batteries  shot  and  shell.  He  then 
attacked  our  left,  and  was  there  also  repulsed.  The  Second  Brigade, 
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First  Division,  Colonel  La  Grange  commanding,  arrived  about  2 p. 
m.  and  was  sent  under  cover  to  the  right.  About  p.  m.  the  enemy 
was  seen  to  be  falling  back.  As  soon  as  I discovered  this,  and  that  the 
lull  in  the  firing  was  not  caused  by  a movement  of  the  enemy  to- 
ward our  left,  as  was  reported,  I ordered  an  advance,  the  section 
of  Lilly’s  battery,  which  had  joined  with  the  Second  Brigade,  throw- 
ing shot  and  shell  into  his  retreating  lines  and  columns.  The  jnir- 
suit  was  rapid  and  continued  until  dark,  driving  the  enemy  about 
4 miles,  and  beyond  the  ground  occupied  in  the  morning,  but  on 
account  of  scarcity  of  water  the  troops  occupied  their  same  camps, 
leaving  our  picket  line  on  the  ground  from  which  the  enemy  was 
driven.  According  to  instructions  from  General  Sturgis  the  infantry 
and  section  of  the  Elgin  battery  from  Colonel  Mott’s  brigade  was 
ordered  to  return  to  Mossy  Creek. 

For  the  details  of  the  operations  of  the  First  Division  of  Cavalry, 
and  the  casualties  in  same,  I refer  to  the  rejjorts  of  its  commander 
and  of  his  subordinates,  and  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Palmer  for  the 
operations  of  his  detachments,  all  herewith  inclosed.  The  losses  of 
the  enemy  must  have  greatly  exceeded  that  of  ours,  his  lines  and 
columns  being  exposed  to  our  fire  from  small-arms  and  Lilly’s  bat- 
tery, so  admirably  served.  Both  in  his  advance  and  retreat  many 
of  his  dead  and  wounded  were  left  in  the  field.  I do  not  think  that 
too  killed  and  400  wounded  would  be  an  exaggerated  estimate  of  his 
loss. 

In  closing  this  report  I desire  to  refer  to  the  services  of  Col.  E.  M. 
McCook,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Division.  The 
skill  with  which  he  disposed  of  his  division  on  the  field,  on  this  as  on 
other  occasions,  and  energy  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  shows  him 
to  be  capable  of  exercising  the  command  with  which  he  is  intrusted. 
Brigades,  regiments,  and  the  battery  of  Lilly — officers  and  men, 
without  exception — performed  their  duty  nobly. 

The  officers  of  my  personal  staff.  First  Lieuts.  C.  F.  Mardon, 
Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  W.  L.  Shaw,  One  hundred  and  tenth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  aides-de-camp  ; and  of  the  corps  staff.  Cap- 
tain McCormick,  acting  inspector-general ; Captain  Schuyler,  pro- 
vost-marshal ; First  Lieut.  W.  C.  Arthur,  assistant  commissary  of 
subsistence,  and  Captain  Warner,  commanding  escort,  rendered  me 
great  assistance,  conveying  my  orders  on  the  field,  as  did  also  my 
orderlies  from  Company  D,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry.  Surg.  L.  A. 
James,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  medical  director,  faithfully  provided 
for  the  comfort  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier-General,  TJ.  S.  Vols,,  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Rawolle, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Chief  of  Cav.,  Army  of  the  Ohio. 


No.  4. 

Beport  of  Col.  Edward  M.  McCook,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  com- 
manding First  Cavalry  Divisio7i. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 
Daniels  House,  2i  M.  from  Mossy  Creek,  Temi.,  Dec.  30,  1863. 
8ir  : Without  rejjorts  of  brigade  commanders,  I am  unable  at  this 
time  to  present  as  full  and  detailed  a report  of  the  action  of  yester- 
day as  may  be  desired, 
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Nearly  all  of  the  operations  of  the  day,  however,  came  under  my 
personal  observation,  and  from  such  observations  and  partial  re- 
turns as  have  been  forwarded  by  brigade  commanders,  I have  the 
honor  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  La  Grange  commanding,  with  one 
section  of  the  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery,  having  been,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders  of  the  general  commanding,  removed  from  our 
front  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant,  before  daybreak,  and  sent 
toward  Dandridge,  the  remaining  three  pieces  of  the  Eighteenth 
Indiana  Battery,  with  one  regiment  (Ninth  Pennsylvania  (Cavalry) 
of  the  First  Brigade,  were  placed  in  position  immediately  east  of 
Mossy  Creek,  and  Colonel  Campbell  was  ordered  to  cover  our  entire 
division  line  near  Talbott’s  Station  with  his  remaining  force,  only  two 
regiments,  Second  Michigan  and  First  East  Tennessee  Cavalry. 
The  wagon  train  had  been  sent  to  the  rear  before  daylight,  and  I 
moved  my  headquarters  to  Mossy  Creek.  About  9 a.  m.  I received 
a message  from  Colonel  Campbell  informing  me  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  line  of  battle  and  in  force. 

In  accordance  with  orders  he  had  previously  received,  he  fell  back 
slowly,  his  command  stubbornly  resisting  the  overwhelmingly 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  till  he  reached  a position  in  the 
timber,  on  the  left  of  the  Morristown  road,  east  of  Mossy  Creek. 

At  this  time  the  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery,  Captain  Lilly  com- 
manding, opened  upon  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy,  checking 
them  for  some  time,  but  drawing  upon  his  battery  of  three  pieces 
the  fire  of  eight  guns  of  the  enemy,  placed  in  commanding  posi- 
tions, and  served  with  great  rapidity  and  terrible  precision.  Captain 
Lilly,  for  over  two  and  one-half  hours,  kept  up  his  fire  on  the  rebel 
guns,  and  poured  canister  into  the  enemy’s  charging  columns  till  the 
killing  of  many  of  his  horses,  the  killing  and  disabling  of  some  of  his 
gunners,  and  the  exhaustion  of  his  men  compelled  him  to  retire.  In 
so  doing,  by  the  unmanageableness  of  some  of  his  horses,  one  piece 
was  left  upon  th^  ground,  the  enemy  obtaining  temporary  possession 
of  it,  but  by  a gallant  saber  charge,  made  by  Lieutenant  Miller’s 
detachment  of  scouts,  the  gun  was  recaptured  and  brought  off. 
Upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  battery,  the  enemy  charged  in  heavy 
columns  and  with  great  determination  upon  the  force  in  the  woods 
on  the  left,  which  was  occupied  by  Colonel  Campbell  with  two  reg- 
iments of  his  brigade  and  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  which  had  been  sent  across  the  creek  by  General 
Sturgis  as  a support  to  Lilly’s  battery.  The  enemy  were  repulsed 
with  great  loss,  and  upon  making  a demonstration  of  preparing  for 
another  charge,  the  First  East  Tennessee  (Colonel  Brownlow  com- 
manding), by  a dashing  saber  charge,  threw  their  columns  into  con- 
fusion and  drove  them  back,  capturing  a lieutenant  and  25  other 
prisoners.  The  enemy  having  been  driven  from  the  timber,  the 
entire  line  upon  the  left  was  retired  to  the  hill  on  the  left  of  Mossy 
Creek,  and  Captain  Lilly’s  battery  was  also  placed  in  position  there. 

The  Chucky  Bend  road  on  the  right,  upon  which  a large  force  of 
the  enemy  appeared,  being  only  partially  covered  by  the  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalrj^  (Colonel  Palmer  commanding)  in  small  force, 
the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Colonel  Jordan)  had  been,  by  the 
orders  of  General  Elliott,  withdrawn  from  the  battery  and  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  that  road,  and  by  close  pistol  fighting  held 
the  large  columns  of  the  enemy  in  check.  A regiment  of  infantry 
subsequently  took  position  on  the  right,  but  was  not  at  any  time 
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engaged.  At  this  time  the  enemy  were  before  ns  in  force  far  ex- 
ceeding onr  own,  and  by  reason  of  their  superior  force  had  pressed 
us  at  every  point.  In  our  center  was  an  uncovered  space  of  a quar- 
ter of  a mile,  when  the  arrival  of  my  Second  Brigade,  which  had 
marched  4i  miles  in  less  than  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  enabled  us 
to  take  the  offensive,  and,  immediately  advancing  my  entire  line, 
the  enemy  were  driven  steadily  and  rapidly  before  us,  with  great 
loss,  untif  we  reached  our  position  of  the  28tli  instant,  near  Talbott’s 
Station,  the  Second  Brigade  advancing  on  the  right  of  the  Morris- 
town road,  and  the  First  Brigade  on  the  left.  The-  advance  of  tlie 
latter  was  impeded  by  the  difficult  nature  of  the  ground,  and  many 
of  the  enemy  escaped  capture  from  this  circumstance. 

The  enemy  stubbornly  resisted  our  advance,  and  attempted,  with 
his  greater  numbers,  to  hold  the  several  wooded  positions  from 
which  they  were  successively  driven  by  the  continual  steady  press- 
ing forward  of  Colonel  La  Grange’s  column.  Darkness  prevented 
farther  pursuit,  and  the  division  occupied  its  encamj)ment  of  the 
28th  instant. 

Our  casualties  are  as  follows  : 


Command. 

KiUed.  1 

<v 

a 

o 

3 

23 

1 

11 

1 

7 

Missing. 

o 

E-i 

First  Brigade,  Colonel  Campbell  commanding ; 

Commissioned  officers 

Enlisted  men  

6 

8 

40 

Second  Brigade,  Colonel  La  Grange  commanding  ; 

Commissioned  officers  

Enbsted  men  

3 

15 

18th  T idiana  Battery,  Captain  Lilly  commanding  : 

C >mmissioned  officers 

J.Qiisted  men 

2 

10 

Total  commissioned  officers  

5 

41 

i 

Total  enlisted  men  -. 

11 

8 
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Seven  horses  were  killed  in  Lilly’s  battery,  and  a large  number  in 
the  regiments,  but  not  reported. 

We  captured  38  prisoners,  including  2 officers.  Several  of  the 
enemy’s  dead  were  found  on  the  field,  and  citizens  report  that  more 
than  twenty  wagon-loads  o^  the  enemy’s  dead  and  wounded  were 
carried  to  the  rear.  I do  not  believe  that  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  captured  can  be  less  than  250. 

In  this  engagement  all  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  did  all 
their  duty,  and  did  it  nobly,  but  I cannot  refrain  from  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  general  commanding  to  the  ability  and  gallantry  with 
which  Captain  Lilly’s  (Eighteenth  Indiana)  battery  was  served  upon 
this  occasion.  For  nearly  three  hours,  exposed  to  a murderous  fire, 
he  fought  the  rebel  batteries  and  repelled  the  successive  charges 
made  upon  him.  To  his  skill  and  firm  courage,  and  to  that  of  his 
men,  much  of  the  final  success  of  the  day  is  due. 

To  Colonel  Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  great  credit  is  due  for  the  able  manner  with  which  he 
fought  his  brigade.  Though  falling  back  in  obedience  to  orders, 
from  vastly  superior  numbers,  his  brigade  repeatedly  and  severely 
punished  a too  venturesome  foe. 

Colonel  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  whose  timely  arrival  and  spirited  advance  turned  the  tide 
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of  battle,  and  enabled  ns  to  pursue  a foe  still  outnumbering  us,  bas, 
with  the  officers  and  men  of  bis  brigade  my  especial  tbanks. 

Tbe  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  upon 
my  left,  materially  aided  in  repulsing  the  charges  made  by  the  en- 
emy and  behaved  with  great  gallantry. 

The  gallant  First  East  Tennessee  cavalry  and  their  brave  young 
commander,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brownlow,  added  new  laurels  to 
their  brilliant  reputation  by  the  splendid  saber  charge  they  made. 
The  Seventh  Kentucky  and  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry,  on  the  extreme 
right,  fought  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans,  driving  superior  num- 
bers of  the  enemy  from  every  position  they  attempted  to  hold.  The 
First  Wisconsin,  Second  Michigan,  Second  Indiana,  and  Ninth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry  Regiments  nobly . sustained  their  old  reputation. 
The  fact  that  so  small  ‘a  force  drove  two  divisions  of  the  enemy  from 
the  field  makes  me  feel  renewed  pride  and  confidence  in  the  efficiency 
and  gallantry  of  my  division. 

Among  the  other  brave  men,  whose  loss  we  are  called  upon  to 
mourn,  are  Captain  Cannon  and  Lieutenant  Cox,  First  East  Tennes- 
see Cavalry,  who  fell  leading  a charge  at  the  head  of  their  soldiers. 

To  Captain  Pratt,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Captain  Porter,  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general ; Captain 
Hancock,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  provost-marshal ; Captain 
Mitchell,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant 
Gannett,  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  ordnance  officer;  Lieutenant 
Miller,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  assistant  commissary  of  musters ; Lieu- 
tenant Cunningham,  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  escort, 
members  of  the  division  staff,  I am  much  indebted  for  the  assistance 
rendered  me  on  the  field. 

I desire  to  mention  the  services  rendered  by  Surgeon  Robins,  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  division  medical  director,  who  was  inde- 
fatigable in  his  efforts  to  care  for  our  wounded,  and  those  of  the 
enemy  remaining  in  our  hands. 

I inclose  herewith  copies  of  reports  of  brigade  and  battery-  com- 
manders received  since  making  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Lieut.  W.  L.  Shaw, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  Archibald  P.  Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry, 
comjnanding  First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division  Cavalry, 

Two  Miles  from  Mossy  Creek,  December  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engage- 
ment of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division  Cavalry,  near  Mossy  Creek, 
yesterday,  December  29  : 

My  two  regiments,  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry  and  First  Ten- 
nessee Cavalry,  were  encamped,  one  on  each  side  of  the  Morristown 
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road,  3 miles  from  Mossy  Creek.  The  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
was  ordered  2 miles  back  to  support  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery  on 
same  road  ; at  10  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  in  line  along  my  whole 
front  rapidly,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  previously  received  to  fall 
back  if  attacked,  I formed  my  two  regiments  in  line  with  two  bat- 
talions Second  Michigan,  dismounted,  and  retired  slowly.  The  en- 
emy pressed  forward,  showing  several  lines  of  battle  formed  and  ad- 
vancing, and  he  attempted  to  flank  my  command  both  to  the  right 
and  left.  My  skirmishers  kept  up  a brisk  fire,  as  also  did  the  enemy’s 
artillery,  at  easy  range  on  my  line,  at  one  time  firing  four  guns 
rapidly. 

Arriving  at  the  large  brick  house  1 mile  from  Mossy  Creek  I was 
compelled  to  fight,  and  ordered  the  Second  Michigan  dismounted 
men  under  cover  until  the  enemy’s  line  advanced  to  within  20  yards, 
firing  as  they  came,  my  flanks  both  giving  ground  before  them.  At 
this  time  the  two  battalions  under  cover  opened  upon  the  enemy  a 
withering  fire  at  within  short  range  and  checked  his  advance,  with 
severe  loss  on  both  sides. 

I then  ordered  the  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  to  charge  the  enemy 
on  the  right  of  the  brick  house,  and  drove  their  center  back  and 
halted  their  whole  line.  I then  ordered  First  Tennessee  and  Second 
Michigan  Cavalrj^  into  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  road,  while  the 
artillery  opened  lire. 

The  enemy  now  marched  around  to  my  left,  and  I placed  the  First 
Tennessee  Cavalry  on  the  hill  to  the  left  of  Mossy  Creek,  and  the 
Second  Michigan,  dismounted,  to  the  left  of  One  hundredth  and 
eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry  (the  colonel  of  which  regiment  reporting 
to  me  for  orders),  formed  in  the  woods  in  line,  and  awaited  the  en- 
emy’s attack.  Severe  firing  soon  commenced  along  the  front,  and 
the  enemy  trying  to  turn  the  left  of  the  dismounted  men,  I held  the 
enemy’s  line  in  check  and  ordered  the  Second  Michigan,  dismounted, 
and  First  Tennessee,  mounted,  to  charge  through  the  wx)ods,  which 
they  did  with  a yell,  repulsing  and  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
woods  with  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and  25  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  Several  of  my  command  were  killed  and  wounded,  in- 
cluding 2 officers  of  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  mortally  wounded. 
I ordered  two  guns  of  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery  to  open  fire  after 
the  men  were  rallied  from  the  charge  and  shelled  the  woods,  and  no 
further  demonstrations  were  made. 

Seeing  the  battery  on  the  Morristown  road  and  the  troops  on  the 
right  of  the  road  moving  forward,  I ordered  my  command  forward 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  soon  received  orders  from  General  Elliott 
to  move  forward  rapidly,  which  I did  without  resistance  from  any 
force. 

The  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  supported  the  battery,  and  re- 
pulsed a charge  from  the  enemy.  My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  is  40.^  A list  has  been  forwarded.  I have  captured  35  pris- 
oners, including  2 officers. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  John  Pratt, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  6. 

Repoii  of  Col.  Thomas  J.  Jordan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  J^fossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I report  that  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  yesterday, 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Mossy  Creek  Station,  Tenn.  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
A.  P.  Campbell,  was  attacked  about  10  a.  m.,  and,  after  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy,  gradually  fell  back  toward  the  station.  About  9 
a.  m.,  by  order  of  Colonel  Campbell,  my  regiment,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  battalion,  which  was  on  picket,  left  camp  to  support  the 
artillery,  stationed  in  the  rear,  and  had  scarcely  taken  position  when 
the  artillery,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  appeared.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  largely  outnumbered  those  on  our  side,  and,  as  we  fell  back, 
occupied  the  position  we  had  left. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Lilly  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  such 
effect  that  their  advance  was  checked  for  a time.  But  soon  a heavy 
line  appeared  upon  our  right,  and  by  order  of  Colonel  McCook,  com- 
manding division,  my  command  was  moved  from  near  the  Lilly  bat- 
tery to  the  right  and  rear,  to  support  a section  of  the  Elgin  battery, 
and  repel  the  enemy  from  that  quarter. 

By  this  time  my  command  had  been  reduced  from  seven  to  five 
companies  by  sending  detachments  to  the  extreme  right  and  left  to 
cover  roads  upon  our  flanks.  Soon  after  taking  my  new  position  the 
enemy  made  a charge  upon  the  right,  and,  having  no  other  troops  to 
employ,  I left  my  position  near  the  guns  and  charged  the  enemy, 
driving  him  back.  At  this  moment  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  came  to  my  assistance,  and  the  enemy  was  held  in  check  till 
the  arrival  of  re-enforcements,  about  4 p.  m. , when  I was  again  or- 
dered to  support  the  Elgin  battery,  and  at  once  reported  to  Col.  A. 
P.  Campbell,  when  my  regiment  was  ordered  into  camp. 

My  loss  was  1 private  killed,  6 wounded,  and  2 missing. 

I also  had  12  horses  killed  during  the  action. 

I am,  very  truly, 

THOS.  J.  JORDAN, 
Colonel  Nirdh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  E.  Hoyt,  Jr., 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Talbotfs  House,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
division  headquarters,  the  Second  Brigade  moved  at  5 a.  m.  on  the  29th 
to  Mossy  Creek,  reporting  to  General  Sturgis,  and  receiving  an  order 
for  two  pieces  of  the  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery  to  accompany  the 
brigade  to  a suitable  position  near  the  gap  in  Bay’s  Mountain  and 
support  a movement  on  the  Dandridge  road.  A suitable  position 
was  taken  near  Lockhart’s  house,  5 miles  from  Mossy  Creek,  where 
the  brigade  remained  until  1.30  p.  m.,  when  an  order  was  received 
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from  General  Sturgis  to  move  rapidly  to  Mossy  Creek.  ^ At  2.05  the 
brigade  reported,  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  right  of  the  Morris- 
town road. 

A third  of  the  command  was  dismounted  and  deployed  in  the  woods 
on  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  and  the  remainder  moved  forward 
in  column  or  line,  as  the  ground  demanded,  near  our  left  ceiitei*. 
The  enemy  was  driven  to  Talbott’s  Station,  4 miles  from  Mossy  Creek, 
when  the  brigade  was  halted  and  encamped  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  general  commanding.  The  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry  cap- 
tured 4 j)risoners.  A considerable  number  of  arms  were  picked  up 
and  destroyed. 

Owing  to  the  great  exertions  made  by  the  enemy  to  carry  off  his 
dead  and  wounded,  no  estimate  of  his  loss  can  be  made.  Four  of 
his  dead  have  been  found  and  buried,  and  8 wounded  are  reported 
in  houses  near.  Our  loss  was  as  follows:* 

All  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  did  their  duty.  To  men- 
tion particular  actions  would  appear  invidious. 

Most  respectfully, 

O.  H.  LA  GRANGE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Capt.  John  Pratt,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Col.  William  J.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  15th  Penn.  Cav.,  Dept,  op  the  Cumberland, 
Stokely  Williams’ , near  Mossy  Creek,  December  30,  1863. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  morning  my 
command,  composed  of  detachments  of  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  the  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  the  First  East  Tennessee 
Mounted  Infantry,  numbering  in  all  about  250  men,  was  encamped 
at  Montcastle’s,  3 miles  from  Mossy  Creek,  on  the  road  to  mouth  of 
Chucky.  Being  able  to  detect  from  a point  of  observation  on  a high 
hill  nearMontcastle’s  that  our  forces  were  falling  back  from  Talbott’s, 
on  the  Morristown  road,  and  it  being  apparent  that  the  enemy’s  cav- 
alry would  soon  reach  the  mouth  of  Chucky  road,  between  my  camp 
and  Mossy  Creek,  I moved  my  command,  at  about  11  a.  m.,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Elliott,  which  provided  for 
this  contingency,  back  toward  Mossy  Creek.  Lieutenant  Rogers’ 
company,  of  the  First  East  Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry,  whom  I 
detached  for  the  purpose  and  sent  into  a woods  on  my  flank,  imme- 
diately became  engaged,  and  held  the  road  until  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand reached  Benjamin  Branner’s  and  was  got  into  position,  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  houses  and  out-buildings  of  Benjamin  Branner 
and  William  Mann,  on  both  sides  of  the  mouth  of  Chucky  road. 

My  command  was  ordered  to  hold  this  position  and  to  support  a 
battery  placed  on  the  hill  in  rear  of  it,  near  Widow  Mendenhall’s 
barn,  which,  I am  happy  to  state,  they  successfully  did  (in  connec- 
tion with  a squadron  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry)  in  face  of 
a greatly  sujjerior  force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  alternately  mounted 
and  dismounted,  wliich  assailed  the  position.  We  captured  here  1 
prisoner  belonging  to  the  Third  Alabama  Cavalry. 

* Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  8 men  killed  and  1 officer  and  11  men  wounded. 
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This  position  was  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  and  was  one  of 
gr^at  importance,  as  it  commanded  the  single  bridge  and  ford  over 
Mossy  Creek  and  the  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek  for  a long 
distance.  In  its  defense  I lost  my  acting  adjutant,  Lieut.  Harvey 
S.  Lingle,  who  was  mortally  wounded  by  a shqt  through  the  lungs, 
and  11  enlisted  men  who  were  wounded,  most  of  them  severely,  but 
none  fatally.  Of  these  1 officer  and  5 enlisted  men  belonged  to  the 
Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  4 enlisted  men  to  the  Tenth  Ohio 
Cavalry,  and  2 enlisted  men  to  the  First  Tennessee. 

The  enemy  retired  on  seeing  our  re-enforcements  come  in  on  the 
Dandridge  and  Mossy  Creek  road,  when  I moved  my  command  for- 
ward on  the  right  of  Colonel  La  Grange’s  mounted  force  and  behind 
his  skirmishers,  and  pursued  the  enemy  to  Talbott’s  Station,  when 
darkness  came  on  and  the  pursuit  was  stopped  by  order.  If  we  had 
had  two  hours  more  daylight  I think  the  rebels  would  have  suffered 
severely  in  this  pursuit. 

I am,  lieutenant,  verv  respectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  W.  L.  Shaw, 

Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


[Inclosure.] 


List  of  Casualties  in  Col.  William  J.  Palmers  coumiand,  couyposed  of  detachments 
of  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  First  East  Tennes- 
see Mounted  Infantry.  \ 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  Eli  Lilly,  Eighteenth  Indiana  Battery. 

Hdqrs.  18th  Indiana  Batty.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Near  Taibotfs  Station,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1863. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  battery  in  the  action  at  Mossy  Creek  and  the  advance 
to  this  place  on  yesterday,  December  29,  1863  : 

At  2 a.  m.  I received  orders  to  take  position  at  daybreak  on  a slight 
eminence  half  a mile  east  of  the  bridge  at  Mossy  Creek  Station  with 
my  entire  battery  of  five  3-inch  rifled  guns,  covering  the  open  ground 
in  front.  Subsequently  a section  was  detached  and  ordered  to  report 
to  Colonel  La  Grange,  commanding  Second  Brigade  Cavalry,  for  a 
movement  toward  Dandridge,  and  the  position  was  taken  with  but 
three  guns.  The  enemy  moved  in  very  heavy  force  on  our  front 
H few  moments  before  11  a.  m.,  and  opened  a severe  artillery  fire  on 


Chap.  XLIIL] 


ACTION  AT  MOSSY  CREEK,  TENN.  ()()1 

US  from  four  pieces,  not,  however,  till  I had  developed  my  position 
by  shelling  their  advancing  lines.  1 immediately  replied,  and  after  a 
sharp  duel  of  an  hour  they  brought  three  more  pieces  to  bear  upon 
me,  at  the  same  time  pressing  forward  their  lines.  I now  refused  to 
reply  to  their  artillery,  save  with  an  occasional  shot,  but  worked  with 
energy  on  their  lines  of  dismounted  cavalry  and  infantry,  which 
were  in  good  canister  range.  They  were  held  in  check  nearly  an 
hour,  when,  by  a vigorous  movement,  they  placed  me  under  a strong 
fire  of  small-arms  by  advancing  to  a hill,  covered  with  standing  corn, 
on  my  right.  From  here  they  were  twice  driven  with  canister,  when, 
simultaneous  to  gaining  it  the  third  time,  a strong  line  was  observed 
moving  directly  on  my  front  not  more  than  150  yards  distant. 

By  this  time  my  cannoneers  were  almost  completely  exhausted  by 
constant  labor  at  the  guns  on  very  miry  ground,  for  nearly  three 
hours,  my  loss  being  20  per  cent,  of  my  force,  and  consequently 
having  to  work  the  pieces  with  greatly  diminished  numbers.  By  a 
desperate  effort,  however,  the  guns  were  once  more  advanced  to  the 
crest  and  discharged  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  now  nearly  on  us;  but 
from  the  recoil  of  this  fire  my  men  had  not  the  strength  to  advance 
their  pieces,  though  every  effort  was  made  to  do  so,  and  I ordered  the 
battery  to  retire,  intending  to  take  position  on  the  only  rise  betweeii 
this  and  the  creek,  but  received  orders  to  occupy  the  high  hill  north 
of  Mossy  Creek,  from  which  point  we  threw  a few  shell  as  occasion 
required.  On  the  final  advance,  later  in  the  day,  this  part  of  my 
command  moved  with  the  First  Brigade  Cavalry,  though  not  further 
engageff 

The  section  which  had  reported  to  Colonel  La  Grange  in  the  morn- 
ing now  returned,  and  was  put  to  work  on  the  right  of  the  Chucky 
Bend  road,  covering  the  advance  of  the  Second  Brigade  Cavalry, 
from  which  place  it  was  moved  forward  as  the  brigade  advanced, 
firing  from  eight  positions,  the  last  being  half  a mile  from  Talbott’s 
Station,  when,  night  coming  on,  operations  were  suspended. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  special  mention  of  any  one  where  all  did 
their  whole  duty.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant,  . 

ELI  LILLY, 

, Captain^  Commanding. 

Capt.  John  Pratt,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  R.  Mott,  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio 
Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
third  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  31,  1863. 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken^by  my  command  in  the  battle  near  this  place  on  the  29th 
instant: 

The  regiments  composing  my  brigade  were,  by  your  command,  sta- 

* Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2 enlisted  men  killed  ; and  1 officer  and  7 enlisted 
men  wounded.  Seven  horses  were  killed  and  512  rounds  of  ammunition  were 
expended. 
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tioned  as  follows  : The  One  hundred  and  eigliteenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry  on  the  road  leading  to  Talbott’s  Station  (ni  the  left;  the 
Sixteenth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry  on  the  right,  to  support  two 
guns  of  the  Elgin  battery ; the  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Infantry  on 
the  road,  and  the  Eightieth  Indiana  V olunteer  Infantry  on  the  Dan- 
(Iridge  and  Dyer’s  Ferry  roads. 

The  positions  occupied  by  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio 
and  Sixteenth  Kentucky  proved  to  be  very  important  ones.  The}^ 
were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  for  two  and  one-half  hours, 
and  gallantly  maintained  their  position.  The  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  charged  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet,  and  drove  them 
from  the  field.  The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  never  sur- 
passed, I think,  on  any  battle-field. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows : Killed,  One  hundred  and  eight- 
eenth Ohio  5,  and  Sixteenth  Kentucky  1 ; wounded.  One  hundred 
and  eighteenth  Ohio  2 mortally  and  32  slightly,  and  Sixteenth  Ken- 
tucky 2 slightly. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MOTT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade.  Second  TJivision. 

Capt.  W.  C.  Rawolle, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  L.  Young,  One  hundred  and,  eiglit- 

eenth  Ohio  Infamtry. 

Headquarters  118th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1863. 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  your  request,  I have  tliQ  honor  to  make 
the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the 
battle  of  Mossy  Creek,  fought  on  yesterday,  the  29th  instant : 

At  about  11.30  a.  m.  I was  ordered  to  take  my  regiment  to  a strip 
of  woods  to  the  left  of,  and  flanking,  the  dirt  and  rail  roads  about  a 
mile  in  front  of  our  rifle-pits.  We  took  our  position  in  a very  short 
time,  having  marched  at  a double-quick  nearly  all  day.  As  soon  as 
we  reached  the  corn-field  in  rear  of  our  position  the  enemy  opened  a 
fire  of  shell  and  iron  slugs  upon  us,  wounding  1 man  of  Company  H. 

This  fire  was  kept  up  incessantly  during  the  whole  engagement. 
About  ten  minutes  after  getting  to  our  position  (about  ^0  feet  in  rear 
of  the  front  edge  of  the  woods)  we  engaged  a rebel  brigade  of  dis- 
mounted cavalry,  which  had  gained  a good  position  in  our  front, 
on  our  right  covered  by  the  brow  of  a hill,  on  our  center  covered  by 
a bluff  bank  and  fence  running  along  the  edge  of  the  corn-field,  on 
our  left  covered  by  a hill  running  through  the  corn-field  in  general 
direction  with  the  dirt  road,  all  points  from  100  to  250  yards  distant. 

In  this  way  we  fought  about  one  hour,  doing  considerable  execu- 
tion, especially  on  our  left,  where  the  enemy  was  more  exposed. 
The  enemy  then  changed  position  by  massing  on  our  left,  which  he 
did  in  the  best  order  I ever  witnessed,  considering  the  steady  fire 
we  were  pouring  in  upon  him. 
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The  enemy  then  charged  onr  left  with  great  spirit,  driving  us  hack 
40  feet ; but  I strengthened  the  left,  and  we  rallied  and  repulsed  him, 
regaining  our  ground  and  driving  him  back  out  of  the  woods  with 
great  loss.  The  enemy  then  reformed,  and  was  re-enforced  by  a 
regiment  from  his  left.  The  distance  between  us  at  this  time  was 
about  150  yafds.  The  advantage  of  position  was  about  equal,  except 
that  the  rebel  battery  on  our  right  continued  to  throw  sliells  into 
the  woods,  generally  overshooting  us,  while  the  rebel  battery  on  our 
left  and  front,  which  seemed  to  pay  particular  attention  to  Lilly's 
g-uns  on  the  road,  would  drop  a shell  in  front  of  or  over  our  right 
wing  occasionally.  In  this  position  we  fought  about  half  an  hour. 
In  the  meantime,  I sent  Sergeant-Major  Thompson  to  ask  General 
Elliott  (under  whose  immediate  command  I was  placed  early  in  the 
tight)  to  send  a regiment  to  support  my  position,  as  I wanted  to 
charge  the  rebel  battery  on  our  left,  and  he  replied  that  he  could 
send  me  no  assistance. 

When  I learned  this  the  enemy  was  pressing  us  very  closely  and 
was  forming  in  line  of  battle  diagonally  to  our  right  and  front,  as  I 
thought,  to  charge  us  on  the  right,  for  the  double  purpose  of  flank- 
ing us  on  the  right  and  taking  Lilly’s  battery. 

I knew  if  this  movement  of  the  enemy  succeeded  we,  as  a regi- 
ment, would  be  lost,  because  we  had  suffered  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  the  men  thought  they  had  no  support  to  fall  back 
upon.  So  I determined  to  forestall  the  enemy  and  try  his  pluck 
with  cold  steel.  For  this  purpose  I ordered  the  regiment  to  cease 
firing,  fix  bayonets,  and  shoulder  arms.  I then  told  the  boys  what 
I wanted  them  to  do  to  crown  the  victory  already  so  gallantly  won. 
We  then  charged  out  of  the  woods,  and  charged  bayonets  at  double- 
quick  up  the  hill.  The  enemy  preserved  his  line  well  until  we  got 
within  about  100  yards  of  him  ; he  then  gave  us  a parting  volley 
(by  which  I only  lost  3 men),  broke,  and  fled  in  great  disorder  to  the 
left,  through  the  corn-field,  and  along  the  road  into  the  woods,  and 
everywhere  out  of  sight,  so  much  faster  than  we  could  run  that 
when  we  reached  the  top  of  the  hill  in  our  front  I ordered  the  men 
to  halt  and  lie  down ; it  was  vain  to  pursue  any  farther,  as  the  rebel 
artillery  on  our  left  had  ceased  firing  as  soon  as  they  saw  our  bay- 
onets, and  limbered  up  and  were  in  full  gallop  along  the  road  when 
we  reached  the  top  of  the  hill.  Besides,  I was  afraid  to  venture  too  far 
from  my  position  without  orders,  lest  some  unforeseen  maneuver  of 
the  enemy  should  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  regain  it. 

We  therefore  fell  back  after  a few  moments  to  our  old  position  in 
the  edge  of  the  woods.  During  the  whole  fight  a regiment  of  sharp- 
shooters were  hidden,  or  rather  covered,  by  the  bank  of  the  railroad, 
about  300  yards  to  our  right,  and  to  them  we  attributed  the  most  of 
our  loss  on  the  right  wing.  After  returning  to  the  edge  of  the  woods 
we  continued  to  fight  the  sharpshooters  on  the  railroad  on  our  right 
and  the  skirmishers  still  in  the  woods  on  our  left  until  we  were  ordered 
to  fall  back  by  General  Elliott,  to  support  Lilly’s  battery  on  the  hill 
in  our  rear.  We  fell  back  in  splendid  order,  and  here  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  speak  of  the  uniform  steadiness  of  every  company,  and 
of  the  regiment,  as  a whole,  in  all  the  movements  performed  during 
the  trying  hours  we  were  under  fire.  After  the  regiment  fell  back  to 
the  hill  we  replenished  our  ammunition,  and  when  the  battery  moved 
out  to  the  chase  we  marched  in  support  about  2 miles.  Night  closed 
in.  The  enemy  had  been  completely  routed  by  our  brave  comrades 
of  other  regiments;  the  field  and  day  were  ours.  Victory  perched 
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securely  upon  our  banners,  and  the  regiment  marched,  wearied  but 
triumphant,  back  to  camp,  where  we  arrived  at  9.30  p.  ni. 

We  had  present  in  the  fight  24  commissioned  officers  and  415  en- 
listed men.  Of  our  conduct  as  a regiment  it  would  not  become  me 
to  speak,  except  to  say  that  I will  cheerfully  risk  my  life  with  it  as 
long  as  I shall  have  the  honor  to  fight  with  it  in  our  glorious  cause. 
Of  acts  of  individual  heroism  displayed  by  officers  and  men  I dare 
not  speak,  as  it  would  include  two-thirds  of  the  whole  regiment;  but 
it  will  not  be  considered  invidious  to  the  rest  to  mention  especially 
the  gallantry  of  Second  Lieut.  Josephus  S.  Parker,  upon  whom  de- 
volved the  command  of  Company  B after  the  gallant  Captain  Kraner 
fell;  also  Sergt.  Maj.  George  M.  Thompson  and  Adjt.  James  M. 
Russell. 

During  the  fight  we  fired  over  5,000  rounds  of  cartridges.  The 
enemy’s  loss  in  our  front  I would  estimate  at  350  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners,  including  1 captain  (shot  dead  by  Sergeant  Roberts, 
Company  B),  and  1 lieutenant. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THUS.  L.  YOUNG, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commariding, 

Lieut.  George  H.  Taylor, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DECEMBER  29-30,  1863. — Scout  to  Bean’s  Station,  Tenn. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Capt.  John  R.  Robinson,  Twenty-seventh  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  U.  S.  Army. 

Strawberry  Plains,  Tenn., 

December  31,  1863. 

General  : I have  just  received  reports  of  reconnaissance  up  the 
Rutledge  road.  The  party  went  4-^  miles  beyond  Bean’s  Station. 
Here  they  found  a rebel  hospital  with  a number  of  wounded,  too 
badly  hurt  to  be  moved.  They  took  4 prisoners — part  of  the  hos- 
pital attendants.  They  learned  that  Jones’  command  was  at  Moores- 
burg,  and  Vaughn’s,  2 miles  in  the  rear  of  Mooresburg.  The 
enemy’s  pickets  were  about  a mile  beyond,  as  reported  by  citizens. 
Citizens  reported  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  at  Rogers- 
ville  and  Morristown,  but  could  not  specify  what  troops  were  at  these 
points.  The  party  that  went  up  the  river  road  met  a small  party 
of  rebels  at  Turley’s  Mill,  and  were  fired  upon  by  parties  from  the 
south  side  of  the  Holston,  all  important  points  of  which  are  guarded 
from  Turley’s  Mill  up  to  Noe’s,  or  Marshall  Ferry,  where,  it  is  re- 
ported, the  enemy  has  one  regiment,  with  artillery,  and  rifle-pits. 
Such  is  the  report  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  reconnaissance.  On 
the  other  flank  it  is  reported  that  the  enemy  has  again  sent  cav- 
alry to  Dandridge,  and  are  foraging  on  south  side  of  French  Broad. 
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Two  regiments  of  infantry  and  50  wagons  reported  ais  having 
crossed  at  month  of  Chucky. 

No  reports  received  from  General  Sturgis  of  any  movements  of 
enemy  to-day.  I have  not  yet  started  the  troops  to  Dandridge. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

General  E.  E.  Potter. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  R.  Robinson,  Twenty -seventh  Kentucky  In- 
fantry. 

Massengale’s  House, 

December  30,  1803. 

Major-General  Parke": 

General  : All  is  quiet  in  my  immediate  front.  I have  the  honor 
to  send  you  the  following  copy  of  report  to  Colonel  Love,  command- 
ing Mounted  Infantry  Brigade,  from  Captain  Robinson,  who  has 
just  returned  from  a scout  up  the  river.  The  report  is  as  follows : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  detachment  of  100  men,  50  from  Eleventh 
Kentucky  and  50  from  Twenty-seventh  Kentucky,  with  Captain  Elms  and  Lieu- 
tenant Morris,  of  Eleventh  Kentucky,  and  Lieutenants  Norris  and  Fisher,  Twenty- 
seventh  Kentucky,  left  the  camp  at  1 p.  m.  yesterday  ; pushed  forward  to  Turley’s 
Mil] , north  of  the  Holston.  While  near  that  place  the  advance  guard,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Norris,  came  up  with  a small  squad  of  the  enemy,  and  pressed 
them  so  close  as  to  recapture  2 Union  citizens  of  Greene  County  and  2 (Union) 
Fourth  East  Tennessee  soldiers,  who  the  rebels  were  marching  to  Morristown.  The 
advance  was  fired  upon  by  the  rebel  pickets  from  the  south  side  of  the  Holston,  at 
said  Turley’s  Mill,  where  they  are  in  force,  variously  estimated  at  from  3,000  down 
to  two  companies.  The  south  bank  of  the  Holston  is  guarded  at  all  important 
points  from  Turley’s  Mill  up  to  Noe’s  Ferry,  where  there  is  a rebel  regiment  on  the 
south  side  the  Holston.  As  the  road  from  Turley’s  (or  May’s)  Ford  to  Noe’s  Ford 
lies  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Holston,  at  the  foot  of  a cliff  of  from  one-half  to 
three-fourths  mile  in  length,  where  troops  would  be  exposed  to  sharpshooters  and 
a piece  of  artillery  from  the  enemy,  it  was  deemed  prudent  not  to  march  up  the 
river  road,  so  the  detachment  marched  out  the  Richland  Valley  road  2^  miles,  to 
McAllister’s,  and  camped.  During  the  night  it  was  reported  by  citizens  that  a large 
rebel  force  crossed  at  Noe’s  Ford  yesterday.  This  morning  a scout,  under  Captain 
Elms,  returned  to  near  Turley’s  Mill  and  found  all  quiet.  The  detachment  marched 
early  this  morning  to  Richland  Valley,  thence  up  to  Bean’s  Station,  and  from 
thence,  on  the  Morristown  road,  to  Noe’s  Ford,  where  it  was  ascertained  that  the^ 
rebels  have  a regiment  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  with  rifle-pits  on  the  south  side 
of  the  ford.  The  advance  guard,  under  Lieutenant  Fisher,  proceeded  a short  dis- 
tance above  the  ford,  but  only  saw  additional  pickets  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

This  detachment  also  met  a detachment  of  the  Sixth  Indiana  Cavalry,  under 
command  of  Captain  Stephens,  who  had  been  ordered  to  Mooresburg,  but  after 
moving  3 miles  above  Bean’s  Station,  and  finding  a rebel  hospital  of  21  badly 
wounded,  a surgeon,  and  16  sick  and  nurses,  &c. , and  hearing  that  a rebel  cavalry 
force  visited  the  hospital  daily,  and  that  from  30  to  40  rebels  were  at  Bean’s  Station 
night  before  last,  that  Moore’s  [?]  rebel  brigade  was  at  Mooresburg  and  Vaughn’s 
brigade  at  Rogersville,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  return  at  once. 

There  is  no  rebel  force,  except  small  squads,  north  of  the  Holston  below  Bean’s 
Station  and  Noe’s  Ford,  but  above  these  points  the  enemy  have  the  forces  indi- 
cated, with  picket  or  scout  lines  from  the  Holston  to  the  Valley  road,  a few  miles 
above  and  parallel  with  the  Bean’s  Station  and  Morristown  road. 

J.  R.  ROBINSON, 

Captain  Twenty-Seventh  Kentucky,  &c.,  Commanding  Scouts. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding,  &c. 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TET^IVT.,  MISS.,  ALA'.,  Al^ID  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


me, 

CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
TO  OPERATIONS  IN  KENTUCKY,  SOUTHWEST  VIR- 
GINIA, TENNESSEE,  MISSISSIPPI,  NORTH  ALABAMA, 
AND  NORTH  GEORGIA,  FROM  OCTOBER  20,  1863,  TO 
OCTOBER  31,  1863.* 

TJNIOT^  CORRESPOT^DEllSrCE,  IGTC. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  October  ^0,  1863 — 10.20  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Allen, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Admiral  Porter  telegraplis  from  Cairo  that  gnnhoats  are  ready  to 
convoy  steamers  up  the  Cnmherland  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Cannot 
you  send  supplies  to  Sherman,  at  Eastport,  by  water  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Washington, 

October  20,  1863 — 10.20  a.  m. 

Major-General  Rosecrans  : 

Burnside  telegraphs  on  the  17th  that  he  had  a cavalry  brigade  at 
Post  Oak  Springs  and  pickets  extending  to  your  left,  and  another 
brigade  on  south  side  of  the  river  picketing  down  to  the  Hiwassee. 
Your  wings  are,  therefore,  in  communication  and  should  he  able  to 
co-operate  at  any  moment  against  the  enemy. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  October  20,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

(Received  6.10  p.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

Sunday  night  General  Grant  issued  his  orders  taking  command. 
Generals  Burnside,  Rosecrans,  and  Thomas  reported  last  night. 
General  Grant  has  gone  forward  with  General  Meigs,  and  will  reach 
Chattanooga  to-night  or  to-morrow.  Thomas  says  if  the  supply 
wagons  now  on  the  road  arrive  safely  they  will  he  all  right  till  No- 
vember 1,  at  least.  General  Grant  ordered  him  to  hold  Chattanooga 
at  all  hazards.  He  replied  : ‘‘I  will  hold  the  town  till  we  starve.” 
General  Meigs  has  taken  with  him  a large  supply  of  tools,  for  blasting 
and  opening  the  road  across  the  mountains,  and  everything  possible 
has  been  done  for  railroad  transportation. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


*The  Union  Correspondence,  etc.,  from  November  1,  1863,  to  December  31,  1863, 
and  the  Confederate  Correspondence,  etc.,  from  October  20,  1863,  to  December  31, 
1863,  to  appear  in  Part  III. 
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Major-General  Grant, 

Louisville  : 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

IVasJiimjtou,  October  :^(),  1803. 


General  : In  compliance  with  my  promise,  I now  proceed  to  give 
you  a brief  statement  of  the  objects  aimed  at  by  General  Rosecrans' 
and  General  Burnside’s  movement  into  East  Tennessee,  and  of  the 
measures  directed  to  be  taken  to  attain  these  objects.  It  has  been 
the  constant  desire  of  the  Government  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war  to  secure  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  East  Tennessee  from  the  hands 
of  the  rebels,  who  fully  appreciated  the  importance  of  continuing 
their  hold  upon  that  country.  In  addition  to  the  large  amount  of 
agricultural  products  drawn  from  the  upper  valley  of  the  Tennes- 
see, they  also  obtained  iron  and  other  military  materials  from  the 
vicinity  of  Chattanooga.  The  possession  of  East  Tennessee  would 
' cut  off  one  of  their  most  important  railroad  communications,  and 
threaten  their  manufactories  at  Rome,, Atlanta,  &c.  When  General 
Buell  was  ordered  into  East  Tennessee  in  the  summer  of  1862,  Chat- 
tanooga was  comparatively  unprotected ; but  Bragg  reached  there 
before  Buell,  and,  by  threatening  his  communications,  forced  him 
to  retreat  on  Nashville  and  Louisville.  Again,  after  the  battle  of 
Perryville,  General  Buell  was  urged  to  pursue  Bragg’s  defeated 
army  and  drive  it  from  East  Tennessee.  The  same  was  urged  upon 
his  successor;  but  the  lateness  of  the  season  or  other  causes  pre- 
vented further  operations  after  the  battle  of  Stone’s  River.  Last 
spring,  when  your  movements  on  the  Mississippi  River  had  drawn 
out  of  Tennessee  a large  force  of  the  enemy,  I again  urged  upon 
General  Rosecrans  to  take  advantage  of  that  opportunity  to  carry 
out  his  projected  plan  of  campaign,  General  Burnside  being  ready 
to  co-operate  with  a diminished  but  still  effective  force.  But  he 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  act  in  time,  preferring  to  lie  still  till  your 
campaign  should  be  terminated.  I represented  to  him,  but  without 
avail,  that  by  this  delay  Johnston  might  be  able  to  re-enforce  Bragg 
with  the  troops  then  operating  against  you.  When  General  Rose- 
crans finally  determined  to  advance,  he  was  allowed  to  select  his 
own  lines  and  plans  for  the  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion. He  was  directed,  howmver,  to  report  his  movements  daily  till 
he  crossed  the  Tennessee,  and  to  connect  his  left,  so  far  as  possible, 
with  General  Burnside’s  right.  General  Burnside  was  directed  to 
move  simultaneously,  connecting  his  right,  as  far  as  possible,  with 
General  Rosecrans’  left,  so  that,  if  the  enemy  concentrated  upon 
either  army,  the  other  could  move  to  its  assistance.  When  General 
Burnside  reached  Kingston  and  Knoxville,  and  found  no  consider- 
able number  of  enemy  in  East  Tennessee,  he  was  instructed  to  move 
down  to  the  river  and  co-operate  with  General  Rosecrans.  These 
instructions  were  repeated  some  fifteen  times,  but  were  not  carried 
out,  General  Burnside  alleging,  as  an  excuse,  that  he  believed  Bragg 
was  in  retreat,  and  that  General  Rosecrans  needed  no  re-enforce- 
ments.  When  the  latter  had  gained  possession  of  Chattanooga,  he 
was  directed  not  to  move  on  Rome,  as  he  proposed,  but  simply  to 
hold  the  mountain  passes,  so  as  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  the  rebels 
into  East  Tennessee.  That  object  accomplished,  I considered  the 
campaign  as  ended,  at  least  for  the  present.  Future  operations 
would  depend  upon  the  ascertained  strength  and  movements  of 
the  enemy.  In  other  words,  the  main  objects  of  the  campaign 
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were  the  restoration  of  East  Tennessee  to  the  Union,  and  by  hold- 
ing the  two  extremities  of  the  valley  to  secure  it  from  rebel  inva- 
sion. The  moment  I received  reliable  information  of  the  depart- 
ure of  Longstreet’s  Corps  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  I ordered 
forward  to  General  Rosecrans  every  available  man  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio,  and  again  urged  General  Burnside  to  move  to 
his  assistance.  I also  telegraphed  to  Generals  Hurlbut,  and  Sher- 
man and  yourself  to  send  forward  all  available  troops  in  your  de- 
partment. If  these  forces  had  been  sent  to  General  Rosecrans  by 
Nashville  they  could  not  have  been  supplied.  I therefore  directed 
them  to  move  by  Corinth  and  the  Tennessee  River.  The  necessity 
of  this  has  been  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  re-enforcements  sent  to 
him  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  have  not  been  able,  for  the  want 
of  railroad  transportation,  to  reach  General  Rosecrans’  army  in  the 
field.  In  regard  to  the  relative  strength  of  the  opposing  armies,  it 
is  believed  that  General  Rosecrans,  when  he  first  moved  against 
Bragg,  had  double  if  not  treble  his  force.  General  Burnside  also 
had  more  than  double  the  force  of  Buckner,  and  even  when  Bragg 
and  Buckner  united  Rosecrans’  Sirmj  was  very  greatly  their  superior 
in  numbers.  Even  the  18,000  men  sent  from  Virginia  under  Long- 
street  would  not  have  given  the  enemy  the  superiority.  It  is  now 
ascertained  that  the  greater  part  of  the  prisoners  paroled  by  you  at 
Vicksburg  and  by  General  Banks  at  Port  Hudson  were  illegally  and 
improperly  declared  exchanged,  and  forced  into  the  ranks  to  swell 
the  rebel  number  at  Chickamauga.  This  outrageous  act,  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  war,  of  the  cartel  entered  into  by  the  rebel  authori- 
ties, and  of  all  sense  of  honor,  gives  us  a useful  lesson  in  regard  to 
the  character  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we  are  contending.  He 
neither  regards  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  nor  even  his  most 
solemn  engagements.  You  may  therefore  expect  to  meet  in  arms 
thousands  of  unexchanged  prisoners,  released  by  you  and  others  on 
parole  not  to  serve  again  until  duly  exchanged.  Although  the 
enemy  by  this  disgraceful  means  have  been  able  to  concentrate  in 
Georgia  and  Alabama  a much  larger  force  than  we  anticipated,  your 
armies  will  be  abundantly  able  to  defeat  him.  Your  difficulty  will 
not  be  in  the  want  of  men,  but  in  the  means  of  supplying  them  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  A single-track  railroad  can  supply  an  army 
of  60,000  or  70,000  men,  with  the  usual  number  of  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery, but  beyond  that  number  or  with  a large  mounted  force  the 
difficulty  of  supply  is  very  great.  I do  not  know  the  jjresent  condi- 
tion of  the  road  from  Nashville  to  Decatur,  but,  if  practicable  to  re- 
pair it,  the  use  of  that  triangle  will  be  of  great  assistance  to  you.  I 
hope,  also,  that  the  recent  rise  of  water  in  the  Cumberland  and  Ten- 
nessee Rivers  will  enable  you  to  employ  water  transportation  to 
Nashville  and  Eastport  or  Florence.  If  you  re-occupy  the  passes  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  which  should  never  have  been  given  up,  you  will 
be  able  to  use  the  railroad  and  river  from  Bridgeport  to  Chatta- 
nooga. This  seems  to  me  a matter  of  vital  importance,  and  should 
receive  your  early  attention.  I submit  this  summary  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  assist  you  in  fully  understanding  the  object  of  the  cam- 
paign and  the  means  of  attaining  these  objects.  ^ Probably  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  in  his  interviews  with  you  at  Louisville  has  gone  over 
the  same  ground. 

Whatever  measures  you  may  deem  proper  to  adopt  under  existing 
circumstances  you  will  receive  all  possible  assistance  from  the  au- 
thorities at  Washington.  You  have  never  heretofore  complained 
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that  such  assistance  has  not  been  afforded  you  in  your  operations, 
and  I think  you  will  have  no  cause  of  complaint  in  your  present 
campaign. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn., 

October  20,  1863 — 1 a.  m. 


Major-General 'Grant: 

If  the  wagons  now  on  the  road  arrive  safe  we  are  all  right  till 
November  1,  at  least. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

No.  1.  ) Louisville,  October  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Rosecrans,  and 
Major-General  Thomas, 

Chattanooga : 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans  having  been  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  by  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  per  General  Orders,  No.  337,  of  Octo- 
ber 16,  1863,  Major-General  Thomas  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand, and  will  at  once  assume  its  duties.  General  Rosecrans  will 
turn  over  all  books,  papers,  maps,  and  other  property  pertaining  to 
the  command  to  Major-General  Thomas.  All  staff  officers,  except 
the  aides-de-camp  authorized  by  law,  now  on  duty  with  General 
Rosecrans,  will  report  to  General  Thomas  for  assignment  as  soon  as 
relieved.  General  Rosecrans  will  proceed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
report  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  by  letter,  for  orders. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Grant : 

ELY  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  213.  .)  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

In  assuming  the  control  of  this  army,  so  long  and  ably  commanded 
by  Major-General  Rosecrans,  the  undersigned  confidently  relies  upon 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  arduous  duties  devolved 
upon  him. 

The  officers  on  duty  in  the  various  departments  of  the  staff  at  these 
headquarters  will  continue  in  their  respective  places. 

All  orders  heretofore  published  for  the  government  of  this  army 
will  remain  in  force  until  further  orders. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Majm'- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
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Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1863. 

(Received  10.30  a.  m.,  25tli.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

To  man  the  defenses  of  Chattanooga  properly  will  require  an  entire 
regiment  of  artillery.  Can  authority  be  given  to  recruit  a regiment 
of  veteran  volunteer  artillery  ? If  so,  I ask  that  Major  Mendenhall, 
Fourth  Artillery,  be  authorized  to  recruit  such  a regiment. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General. 


Nashville,  Tenn., 

October  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  Chattanooga: 

I will  leave  here  in  the  morning,  and  push  through  to  Chattanooga 
as  soon  as  possible.  Should  not  large  working  parties  be  put  upon 
the  road  between  Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga  at  once  ? General 
Meigs  suggests  this,  and  also  that  depots  of  forage  be  established  on 
each  side  of  the  mountain. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio: 

General:  I regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  General  Rosecrans 
was  relieved  from  duty  with  this  army  yesterday,  and  that  I have 
been  placed  in  command. 

The  Departments  of  the  Ohio,  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee,  have 
been  thrown  into  one  grand  division,  to  be  called  the  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Grant, 
we  commanding  our  armies  under  him.  General  Grant  will  be  here 
in  a few  days.  Cannot  you  come  down  to  meet  him  ? 

Colonel  Clift  will  explain  to  you  my  situation  and  prospects,  and 
thanking  you  for  sending  him  down,  I hope  you  will  send  him 
again  until  we  can  get  more  rapid  communication  by  telegraph.  If 
not  molested  within  a week  I will  try  to  have  a telegraph  line  put 
up  to  Kingston. 

Our  cavalry  have  gained  considerable  advantage  over  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  during  their  late  raids  against  the  railroads. 

The  "enemy’s  loss,  five  pieces  artillery,  over  2,000  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners. 

Yours,  truly, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  20,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  Decherd : 

Information  received  from  Columbia  says  2 deserters  from  Lee’s 
command  came  in  there  to-day.  Say  that  Lee,  with  two  brigades  - 
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cavalry,  joined  Wheeler  at  Courtlaiid  on  Sunday,  and  were  busy  cook- 
ing rations,  intending  to  cross  Tennessee.  Colonel  Mizner  adds,  he 
supposes  for  Shelby ville  or  near  there.  At  any  rate  to  trouble  oui* 
communications.  Look  out  for  them.  Get  all  the  information  you 
can  and  keep  us  advised. 

By  order  of  General  Thomas  : 

C.  GODDARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Reconnaissance, 

16  Miles  of  Huntsville,  October  20,  1863. 

Colonel  Lowe, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Roddey  and  command  swam  the 
Elk  River  on  last  Sunday  morning,  going  to  Florence,  there  to  cross 
the  Tennessee.  Elk  River  is  still  impassable.  The  majority  of  in- 
formation says  that  Roddey  is  across  the  Tennessee  River.  His  ar- 
tillery crossed  certainly  by  ferry.  Wheeler  and  command  are  pa- 
troling  the  opposite  side  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

M.  T.  PATRICK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 


[Indorsement.] 


Received  9.22  p.  m.,  and  respectfully  forwarded,  for  information 
of  the  general  commanding. 

W.  W.  LOWE, 

Colonel,  Coinmanding  First  Brigade. 


Stevenson, 

October  20,  1863 — 9 p.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds  : 

Advices  from  General  Crook,  dated  Brownsborough,  October  19, 
inform  me  that  General  Lee,  from  below,  has  just  joined  Wheeler, 
with  about  4,000  cavalry,  at  Courtland,  and  that  the  whole  force  now 
there  is  near  8,000.  He  says  that  there  is  plenty  of  corn  about 
Brownsborough. 

From  the  best  information  I can  gather  we  have  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  the  fords  on  the  Tennessee  below  Bridgeport  before 
spring. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps. 

Stevenson,  Ala.,  October  20,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  and  to  state 
in  answer  that  he  has  this  day  represented  to  the  major-general 
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commanding  the  condition  of  the  railroad  bridges  over  Paint  Rock 
and  Flint  Rivers,  and  suggested  to  him  that  a detachment  from  the 
regiment  of  Michigan  Engineers  he  at  once  sent  to  put  them  in 
proper  repair.  The  genenal  thanks  you  for  the  willingness  you 
evince  to  perform  this  service,  but  if  possible,  he  desires  that  it  may 
be  executed  by  that  arm  of  the  service  to  which  it  more  appropriately 
belongs.  The  general  does  not  consider  you  as  having  been  assigned 
to  his  command,  except  in  the  special  cases  in  which  he  has  acted, 
but  you  may  be  assured  that  it  will  afford  him  great  pleasure  to  pro- 
mote your  interest  and  that  of  your  command  whenever  it  is  in  his 
power  to  do  so.  You  shall  have  your  share  of  the  remounts,  if  the 
distribution  is  in  any  way  referred  to  him.  The  news  of  General 
Lee’s  whereabouts  is  very  important  at  this  time.  Roddey  crossed 
the  river  by  boats,  and  from  this  until  spring,  from  the  best  informa-, 
tion,  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  fords  on  the  river  be- 
low Bridgeport.  The  river  is  now  several  feet  higher  than  before 
the  rain. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieut,,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

TuUalioma,  October  20,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Colonel  : I inclose  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding corps  a communication*  from  Colonel  Coburn,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Reserve  Corps.  Colonel  Coburn’s 
headquarters  are  at  this  post.  It  will  be  seen  that  his  own  regiment 
(Thirty -third  Indiana)  is  greatly  scattered.  I beg  to  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  to  concentrate  this  regiment  at  Christiana  and  thus 
relieve-  a regiment  of  Ruger’s  brigade  for  duty  this  way. 

I don’t  see  how  I can  spare  a company  of  Fifth  Connecticut  (now 
at  Cowan  and  Cumberland  Tunnel)  to  relieve  the  company  at  Tracy 
City.  The  five  companies  of  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  which 
were  at  Cowan  have  been  relieved  and  are  now  on  the  march  for 
Nashville.  I have  ordered  four  companies  of  Forty-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania to  relieve  the  other  five  companies  of  this  regiment  at  Elk 
River.  This  leaves  a very  inadequate  force  at  Decherd  and  at 
Cowan  and  the  Tunnel.  If  Ruger  can  get  two  regiments  toward 
Murfreesborough  relieved  so  as  to  occupy  Elk  River  with  one  I 
could  strengthen  the  two  posts  at  Decherd  and  Cowan,  and  relieve 
the  company  of  Thirty-third  Indiana  at  Tracy  City.  There  are 
two  sections  of  artillery  here,  claimed  by  Colonel  Coburn  as  part 
of  his  brigade.  They  should  by  all  means  be  kept  h6re,  and  there 
should  be  a section  at  Decherd. 

I don’t  see  how  the  regiment  of  Coburn’s  brigade  at  Duck  River 
can  be  safely  sent  away,  unless  it  be  to  relieve  a regiment  of  Ruger’s 
brigade  on  the  northern  end  of  the  line,  and  thus  enable  him  to  re- 
place the  guard  at  Duck  River.  I think  it  far  better  to  put  the  regi- 
ments of  same  brigade  at  consecutive  posts,  and  therefore  beg  to 
suggest  that  Coburn’s  two  regiments — Thirty-third  Indiana  and  the 
one  now  at  Duck  River — be  sent  to  South  Fork,  Christiana,  Foster- 
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ville,  and  Bell  Buckle,  and  that  Buyer’s  he  brought  this  way  to  oc- 
cupy contiguous  posts.  This  would  put  Coburn’s  brigade  at  Mur- 
freesborough,  Christiana,  and  Bell  Buckle  with  one  regiment  at  Mc- 
Minnville. 

The  line  in  this  way  would  be  relieved  of  mixed  commands  at  the 
same  post  and  of  foreign  regiments  interposed  between  regiments  of 
one  of  my  brigades.  As  Coburn’s  command  is  ordered  to  Murfrees- 
borough,  I suppose  it  comes  within  your  authority. 

I beg  leave  also  to  call  the  attention  of  Genei*  ' locum  to  Colonel 
Coburn’s  report*  on  the  condition  of  the  Mc3.li  ..ville  railroad.  It 
seems  in  contemplation  to  open  this  road,  as  the  telegraph  line  is 
being  repaired  and  the  burned  bridge  rebuilt.  There  are  several  im- 
portant bridges  on  the  road  without  guards.  I cannot  ]:)ossibly  fur- 
nish guards  without  a most  injudicious  weakening  of  my  own  posts. 
As  Colonel  Coburn  has  already  a regiment  at  McMinnville,  would  it 
not  be  better  that  one  other  of  his  four  regiments  be  sent  to  the 
other  bridges  of  that  road  ? 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier- General.  Commanding  Division. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1863—3  p.  m. 

(Received  9 p.  m.,  22d.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : 


General  Sherman  will  have  two  divisions  at  or  near  Tuscumbia  to- 
day. The  Tennessee  is  rising ; fords  are  bad,  and  growing  worse. 
I have  telegraphed  General  Allen  to-day  for  a steam  ferry-boat  to  go 
up  the  Tennessee.  There  are  3 feet  of  water.  Chalmers  and  Rich- 
ardson are  said  to  be  re-enforced,  but  it  is  doubtful.  My  cavalry  is 
well  out  to  the  front.  The  danger  to  this  line  will  be  from  Forrest 
and  Lee,  when  driven  out  of  Middle  Tennessee.  Their  attack  may 
be  serious  with  my  thin  lines. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Memphis,  Tenn., 

October  20,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

A.  A.  G.,  Dept,  of  the  Tenn.,  Vicksburg,  Miss. : 

General  : I have  this  moment  learned  that  Loring  is  up  at  Okblona 
with  his  division.  The  cavalry  from  below  are  uniting  with  Chal- 
mers and  Richardson.  They  aim  for  our  railroad  and  to  prevent  re- 
enforcements. We  are  ready,  but  if  attacked  will  lose  some  small 
posts.  There  are  not  less  than  15,000,  all  told  and  of  all  arms  threat- 
ening the  road. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 

*Not  found. 
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Memphis,  Tenn,, 

October  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Fiftee7it}i  Army  Corps: 

I inclose  you  copy  of  General  Grant’s  letter  to  me.  * I have  no 
doubt  the  order  to  Louisville  foreshadows  the  assumption  of  com- 
mand on  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  Elver. 

I forward  to-day,  by  telegraph,  your  requisition  for  a steam  ferry- 
boat. I am  informed  that  Admiral  Porter  is  pushing  one  or  more 
light-draught  boats  into  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  From  30  inches  to  3 
feet  may,  1 think,  be  counted  on  in  that  river,  and  as  soon  as  the 
Ohio  rises  it  will  be  accessible. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


S.  A.  HUELBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Memphis,  Tenn., 

October  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman: 

I know  nothing  further  than  in  papers  of  17th.  Meade  has  fallen 
back  north  of  Eappahannock.  No  serious  engagement.  Five  guns 
and  300  prisoners  captured  by  us.  I do  not  believe  any  battle  to  be 
imminent  there. 

Grant  has  gone  to  Louisville  ; says  there  is  no  change  in  orders  as 
to  this  line  or  your  movements.  Directs  me  to  cover  all  the  road 
practicable.  I tiave  sent  to  Steele  for  a brigade ; hope  it  will  come 
soon.  Chalmers  and  Eichardson  are  reported  re-enforced  from  Oko- 
lona.  This  is  doubtful,  but  I shall  know  to-night. 

Letters  will  come  to  you.  Where  shall  they  be  forwarded  ? 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HUELBUT, 


Major-  General. 


Corinth,  October  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

All  commissary  stores  that  we  have  are  loaded  ready  to  go  to  you. 
There  are  30  cars  on  the  track  now  ; 7 loaded  with  hard  bread.  One 
train  of  commissary  stores  will  be  in  to-night  for  us.  We  will  take 
off  little  salt,  and  send  the  rest  of  the  train  through  to  you. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Corinth,  October  20,  1863. 


Major-General  Sherman  : 

I know  of  no  bad  news ; papers  of  16th  give  none.  We  had  small 
fight  there  with  W arren’s  corps,  but  it  was  in  our  favor.  Meade  is 
evidently  falling  back  and  preparing  for  a fight.  Warren  took  two 
batteries  and  500  prisoners. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Bri gadier-  G e neral. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cherokee,  Ala.,  October  20,  18G3. 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr. : 

General  : I received  reliable  information  that  no  force  of  any 
consequence  is  at  Tuscumbia.  Wheeler’s  and  Lee’s  cavalry,  said  to 
be  10,000,  are  between  Town  Creek  and  Decatur.  I will  therefore 
push  on  to  make  Tuscumbia  before  these  troops  can  be  brought  up. 

Tennessee  River  rose  8 feet  within  the  last  two  days.  There  are 
at  least  9 to  10  feet  water  on  the  shoals  at  Florence ; of  course  no  ford- 
ing. From  Barton’s  east  the  railroad  is  very  effectually  destroyed. 
At  least  one-third  of  all  the  rails  and  ties  are  burnt,  and  heavy  col- 
umns of  smoke  beyond  Cane  Creek  show  that  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion is  still  going  on. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

luka,  October  20,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

In  the  Advance : 

Dear  General  : I am  informed  through  a confidential  person 
from  the  front  that  all  of  Wheeler’s,  Lee’s,  and  Forrest’s  cavalry 
have  come  out  of  Tennessee,  and  are  now  between  Tuscumbia  and 
Decatur,  with  their  advance  at  Cane  Creek.  If  this  is  so,  we  have 
already  drawn  from  Rosecrans’  communications  this  disturbance  of 
his  game.  Their  aggregate  force  might  trouble  you,  if  you  are  not 
well  in  hand,  and  if  you  see  signs  to  confirm  this  report,  you  will 
keep  your  command  well  massed,  and  not  pass  Cane  Creek  till  I 
come  up. 

John  E.  Smith  will  come  to  Bear  Creek  to-morrow,  and  will  send 
forward  to  communicate  with  you.  The  telegraph  should  also  be 
pushed  up  to  Dickson’s.  With  so  heavy  a force  of  cavalry  to  swing 
round  on  our  flank,  I don’t  want  to  stretch  out  too  long  at  present. 
Thereupon  I modify  my  former  order,  for  you  to  make  a strong  posi- 
tion near  Cherokee,  and  keep  your  cavalry  posted  well  up  toward 
Barton’s  and  Cane  Creek,  with  a watchful  eye  to  your  right  flank. 
Corse  has  gone  down  to  Eastport  and  Chickasaw,  and  I believe  Ad- 
miral Porter  will  send  boats  up  the  Tennessee  River  when  we  di- 
rectly come  from  the  railroad.  In  time  we  will  disturb  the  rear  of 
-that  cavalry,  but  now  I don’t  want  them  to  catch  us  too  much  divided 
and  unprepared. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  October  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut,  Memphis: 

I have  all  my  ammunition  here.  All  my  troops  are  up,  and  I have 
stores  enough  for  fifteen  days.  One  regiment  is  at  Eastport  exam- 
ining ford  and  collecting  boats.  Two  divisions,  under  Blair,  crossed 
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Bear  Creek  to-day,  and  will  be  near  Tuscumbia  to-morrow.  I bold 
one  division  beyond  Bear  Creek  and  one  here  till  I can  finish  up  the 
railroad,  which  is  very  badly  broken  at  Bear  Creek  and  beyond.  As 
soon  as  Fuller’s  brigade  is  near  I will  move  on  with  my  whole  force. 
I have  laid  out  a fort,  and  will  work  a brigade  on  it  for  a day  or  so, 
leaving  Fuller  to  finish.  I attach  importance  to  this  point,  and  will 
leave  my  sick  and  incumbrances  here.  I was  down  to  Bear  Creek 
to-day,  and  the  break  is  a very  bad  one,  and  will  take  five  days  to 
repair.  Send  my  letters  by  this  route  until  further  notice.  Tele- 
graph the  substance  of  this  to  Generals  Grant  and  Halleck. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General, 


Corinth,  October  20. 


Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Scout  in  from  Waynesborough,  Tenn.  Wheeler,  Forrest,  Roddey,  , 
and  Kirk  [ ?]  left  Pulaski  last  week,  going  toward  Bainbridge  Ferry 
and  Florence.  Part  of  Roddey’s  force  going  to  the  crossings  below 
Florence.  Wheeler  moved  his  forces  above  Florence,  and  claims  to 
have  8,000  men.  Lee  had  not  then  arrived. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


October  20,  1863. 

General  Dodge,  Corinth,  and 
General  Hurlbut,  Memphis: 

I have  a message  from  Mr.  Goodloe  that  all  of  Wheeler’s,  Lee’s, 
and  Forrest’s  cavalry  have  come  out  of  Tennessee,  and  are  now  be- 
tween Tuscumbia  and  Decatur.  I have  been  to  Bear  Creek,  and  the 
break  there  is  very  bad.  I want  to  know  about  Fuller’s  brigade, 
where  it  is,  and  when  expected.  The  Tennessee  is  quite  full,  and 
the  fords  are  impracticable  up  to  the  shoals  above  Tuscumbia. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Corinth,  October  20. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

luJca  : 

Y our  information  checks  with  that  from  north  side  of  river.  They 
probably  crossed  at  Bainbridge.  Scout  in  from  south.  No  force  at 
Mobile,  Meridian,  Okolona,  or  Tupelo.  All  gone  to  Bragg.  Seven 
hundred  men  left  Fulton  on  Thursday  last  going  to  Chalmers  and 
same  number  went  to  Lee  via  Russellville.  Southern  papers  of  10th 
say  Bragg  draws  rations  for  180,000  men.  This  is  quoted  in  all 
papers,  and  is  evidently  put  out  for  effect.  J eff . Davis  passed  through 
Atlanta  ten  days  ago  on  way  to  Bragg’s  army.  Papers  also  say 
Ewell’s  corps  is  on  way  to  Bragg.  Fuller  was  at  Collierville  yester- 
day on  way  up.  I will  occupy  road  by  time  you  want  to  leave. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Corinth,  Octoher  20. 

Major-General  Sherman,  luka: 

Scout  came  in  from  Waynesborough,  Tenn.  Wheeler,  Forrest, 
Roddey,  and  Kirk  [ ?]  left  Pulaski  last  week,  going  toward  Bainbridge 
Ferry  and  Florence.  Part  of  Roddey’s  force  went  to  ferries  below 
Florence.  Rest  of  force  went  above.  Wheeler  claimed  to  have  8,000 
men.  Lee  was  not  with  him. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Brigadier- General. 

(Same  to  Hurlbut.) 


Corinth,  Octoher  20. 

Major-General  Sherman,  luka: 

Scout  sends  in  word  from  east  side  of  river  that  Wheeler  is  at 
Bainbridge  Ferry  with  Bragg’s  cavalry.  Reported  to  have  8,000 
men.  Scout  has  gone  up  there  and  sends  this  back  as  the  common 
report  on  that  side;  says  that  there  is  a considerable  cavalry  force 
watching  all  the  Tennessee  roads  and  ferries. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

B rigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Octoher  20,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth,  Miss. : 

I think  Chalmers  has  been  re-enforced  somewhat  and  very  proba- 
bly may  feel  strong  enough  to  try  Collierville,  La  Fayette,  or  some 
minor  station.  Moscow,  La  Grange,  Pocahontas,  and  Corinth  should 
be  points  of  concentration.  If  Collierville  is  attacked  in  heavy  force 
the  garrison  should  drop  back  to  Germantown  and  thence  to  Mem- 
phis, if  absolutely  necessary.  In  case  of  an  attack,  infantry  should 
move  immediately  from  La  Grange  to  Moy^nt  Pleasant.  I have  no 
force  here  to  spare.  Trains,  &c.,  should  be  kept  at  Corinth  and  La 
Grange. 

Chalmers  is  reported  in  camp  5 miles  north  of  Wyatt.  Fuller 
must  move  on  to-morrow  and  come  under  your  orders  beyond  Cor- 
inth. 

Loring  has  either  joined  Bragg  or  will  be  found  by  Sherman  be- 
fore he  gets  to  Decatur. 

It  would  be  a splendid  time  for  Moyers  to  take  1,000  men  and  go  to 
Okolona  were  it  not  for  Chalmers  below  us. 

Send  some  man  to  Holly  Springs  to  his  camp  and  learn  the  facts. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Corinth,  Octoher  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

I have  news  from  south  direct.  Ko  troops  have  left  line  of  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad  to  re-enforce  Chalmers.  All  the  troops  at  Mobile, 
except  provost  guard,  have  gone  to  Bragg.  There  are  no  troops  at 
Okolona ; have  all  gone  to  Roddey,  at  Chickasaw.  Most  of  Lee’s 
army  are  with  Bragg ; rest  of  Longstreet’s  corps  have  gone  up. 
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Southern  papers  of  October  10  state  that  Bragg  draws  rations  for 
180,000  men  ; the  way  it  is  stated  shows  it  is  put  out  for  some  pur- 
pose. Ferguson’s  and  Ross’  brigades  went  with  Lee  when  he  went 
to  Tennessee.  Seven  hundred  men  left  Fulton  on  Thursday  to  go  to 
Salem,  and  an  equal  number  went  to  Roddey.  Jeff.  Davis  passed 
through  Atlanta,  Ga.,  ten  days  ago  on  way  to  Bragg’s  army. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  20.  1863. 

Col.  L.  F.  McCrillis, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade: 

Colonel  : You  will  immediately  throw  out  from  your  command 
as  outposts  a battalion  at  Lamar  and  another  at  the  intersection  of 
the  La  Grange  and  Ripley  and  Saulsbury  and  Holly  Springs  roads, 
at  Hardaway’s.  They  will  forage  on  the  country,  giving  receipts 
for  the  same,  and  will  be  relieved  every  two  days,  in  accordance  with 
former  instructions.  A battalion  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  is  stationed 
at  Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill,  and  a battalion  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  at 
Olive  Branch. 

By  order  of  Edward  Hatch,  colonel,  commanding  division  : 

S.  L.  WOODWARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Commanding  Officer  : 


La  Grange, 
October  20, 1863 — 9 p.  m. 


You  will  scour  the  country  in  your  front  thoroughly  and  commu- 
nicate with  me.  I have ‘just  learned  that  Chalmers  has  been  re- 
enforced with  4,000  fresh  troops  from  Okolona,  and  that  his  scouts 
are  on  Coldwater  to-night. 

T.  W.  SWEENY, 
Brigadier- General  Commanding. 


Flag-ship  Black  Hawk,  Cairo,  III.,  October  20,  1863. 

(Received  1.45  a.  m.,  21st.) 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Water  risen  2 feet  in  the  Ohio  and  still  rising  in  the  Tennessee. 
As  it  is  raining,  I am  told,  heavily  in  Virginia  the  rise  may  be  a 
permanent  one.  Three  gunboats  are  ordered  to  go  up  as  high  as 
Florence,  if  possible,  and  form  a junction  with  General  Sherman, 
from  whom  I received  a letter  on  the  4th  from  Corinth.  I have  tele- 
graphed to  General  Meigs  that  the  gunboats  were  ready  to  convoy 
up  both  rivers,  and  I have  ordered  the  gunboats  to  come  below  the 
falls  at  Louisville.  Everything  seems  to  work  well  for  us. 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
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Special  Orders,  } Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  198.  [ luka,  October  20,  18Ge3. 

I.  General  Ewing,  commanding  Fourth.  Division,  will  take  com- 
mand of  all  matters  in  and  near  luka.  He  will  keep  one  regiment 
constantly  on  duty  at  the  depot,  maintaining  order,  loading  and  un- 
loading cars  with  the  utmost  promptitude,  and  will  impress  the  labor 
of  every  straggler  and  idler  about  the  depot,  and  convalescents, 
where  labor  more  or  less  will  do  them  no  harm.  In  concert  with 
the  chief  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  railroad  agents,  he  will 
see  that  the  utmost  dispatch  is  used  in  expediting  the  work  of  the 
cars. 

He  will  dispatch  General  Corse  with  one  regiment  and  three  days’ 
rations,  in  wagons,  to  Eastport  to  reconnoiter,  and  with  instructions 
to  collect  forage  and  meat ; to  find  and  collect  at  Eastport  all  boats 
in  and  near  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek,  and  secure  them  for  our  future 
use.  At  or  before  the  end  of  three  days  General  Corse  will  report 
back  to  these  headquarters  the  result  of  his  observations. 

lY.  As  a general  policy,  citizens  should  go  away  and  stay.  The 
provost-marshal-general  will  register  all  who  cannot  leave  luka, 
and  explain  to  them  that  they  must  keep  close  or  suffer  the  penalty 
of  expulsion.  Those  living  in  the  country  must  stay  at  home.  Any 
citizen  found  lurking  about  the  town  or  railroad  will  be  sent  to 
Memphis  or  put  in  the  work-gang. 

* * Hs  * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  17th  Army  Corps,  Dept,  of  the  Tennessee, 

Vicksburg,  October  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Commanding,  <Scc. : 

General  : I returned  yesterday  from  the  reconnaissance  in  the 
direction  of  Canton,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
report*  sent  this  day  to  Brigadier-General  Rawlins.  After  reaching 
Robinson’s  Mills,  near  Livingston,  I was  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
would  have  a force  of  infantry  superior  to  mine,  besides  their  cav- 
alry, and  under  the  circumstances,  conridering  the  defenseless  state 
of  Vicksburg,  I deemed  it  best  to  return,  which  I did,  via  Clinton 
and  Big  Black  Bridge.  On  returning,  I found  General  Hawkins,  at 
Goodrich’s  Landing,  had  reported  that  4,000  men  had  assembled  in 
the  vicinity  of  Delhi,  and  were  coming  across  Bayou  Macon  to 
attack  him,  and  had  called  for  re-enforcements,  2,000  infantry  and 
a battery  of  artillery.  The  main  brigade  was  sent  up  to  his  support, 
and  the  commander  of  the  gunboat  at  Lake  Providence  notified  and 
requested  to  render  him  assistance,  if  required.  This  was  four  days 
ago.  Since  then,  I have  heard  nothing  from  him  in  regard  to  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
enemy’s  force  was  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  it  consisted  of  a 
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regiment  of  cavalry  which  has  infested  that  country  ever  since  we 
came  down  the  river.  A boat  came  down  last  night.  Everything 
was  all  right  then. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Knoxville,  October  20,  1863—12.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Grant  : 

The  following  is  the  disposition  of  the  forces  in  this  department : 

Three  thousand  cavalry,  1,000  infantry,  and  10  pieces  artillery  at 
Jonesborough,  with  advance  posts  at  the  ford  of  the  Holston,  scout- 
ing well  out  on  the  north  side  of  the  Holston.  One  thousand  cav- 
alry and  4 pieces  artillery  at  Rogersville,  scouting  in  the  direction 
of  Kingsport.  Four  new  Indiana  regiments,  with  about  3,000  men 
for  duty  and  10  pieces  of  artillery,  at  Greeneville.  One  regiment 
of  infantry,  400  strong,  and  a six-gun  battery  and  250  cavalry  at 
Morristown.  Two  regiments  new  Ohio  troops  and  one  six-gun  bat- 
tery and  a battalion  of  cavalry,  300  strong,  at  Cumberland  Gap, 
with  13  captured  pieces  in  position.  Twelve  hundred  infantry, 
three  batteries  of  artillery,  and  1,000  cavalry  at  Knoxville.  Nine 
hundred  infantry  at  Concord.  Twenty-seven  hundred  infantry  and 
three  batteries  of  artillery  at  Loudon.  Twelve  hundred  cavalry 
and  4 mountain  howitzers,  under  Colonel  Wolford,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Philadelphia,  and  outposts  and  scouting  parties  extending 
oitt  to  the  Hiwassee  River.  Fifteen  hundred  cavalry  and  one  battery 
of  artillery,  with  headquarters  at  Post  Oak  Springs,  9 miles  below 
Kingston,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  picketing  down  to  Blythe’s 
Ferry,  connecting  with  General  Rosecrans.  Besides  these,  we  have 
a column  of  4,500  infantry,  18  pieces  of  artillery,  and  350  cavalry  of 
the  Ninth  Corps  near  this  place  under  orders  for  Kingston. 

These  estimates  are  given  in  round  numbers  rather  than  regi- 
ments, as  it  will  give  you  a better  idea  of  our  real  strength.  Some 
2,000  or  3,000  home  guards  have  been  armed  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  and  we  have  over  2,000  recruits  for  the  three-years’  service,  all 
of  whom  are  armed,  but  not  clad. 

We  have  on  hand  twelve  days’  half  rations  of  small  stores  and  a 
good  supply  of  beef-cattle  and  salt,  with  an  abundance  of  bread- 
stuffs  in  the  country  for  present  use.  We  have  over  100  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man  and  150  rounds  per  gun.  Our  horses  are  in 
fair  condition,  considering  the  amount  of  work  they  have  done. 

We  are  suffering  for  want  of  clothing  for  recruits  as  well  as  for 
old  troops,  and  also  for  want  of  horseshoes  and  nails,  but  we  have 
commenced  to  manufacture  the  latter  here. 

We  find  great  difiicnlty  in  transporting  supplies  over  the  long  line 
between  here  and  Camp  Nelson,  and  unless  there  is  a fair  prospect 
for  driving  the  enemy  below  Dalton,  so  that  the  railroad  can  be 
opened,  I think  it  would  be  well  to  establish  communication  by 
wagon  train  between  Kingston  and  McMinnville. 

I have  already  talren  steps  to  repair  the  road  from  Clinton  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  South  Fork  of  the  Cumberland,  to  which  point 
stores  can  be  transported  by  water  as  soon  as  that  river  becomes 
navigable,  which  may  not  be  till  J anuary. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Majors  General,  Com  manding. 


(Copy  same  date  to  Halleck,) 
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Knoxville,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1863. 

(Received  11.45  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General- in- Chief  : 

The  indications  from  the  front  confirm  me  in  the -belief,  expressed 
in  my  dispatch  of  last  night,  that  the  enemy  are  falling  back  from 
in  front  of  Rosecrans. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

M ajor- General. 


Knoxville,  October  20,  1863. 

(Received  11.50  p.  m.) 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President : 

Yonr  dispatch  of  this  date  received.*  We  have  armed  some  2,500 
guards  and  have  recruited  nearly  3,000  men  for  three-years’ service. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  clothe  them  yet,  and  a large  majority  of 
them  are  in  a very  destitute  condition;  but  they  are  armed  and  fed, 
and  seem  to  be  anxious  to  make  any  sacrifice  required  of  them.  1 
think  that  10,000  three  years’  troops  can  be  raised  in  East  Tennessee 
and  Western  North  Carolina,  particularly  if  we  can  drive  the  enemy 
south  of  Dalton. 

All  our  information  tends  to  show  that  the  enemy  in  front  of  Rose- 
crans has  been  decreased.  It  is  said  that  the  Mobile  force  has  gone 
from  Bragg  ; also  forces  under  Johnston  of  8,000  men.  The  enemy 
has  left  our  front  as  far  down  as  the  Hiwassee,  and  his  pickets  are 
reported  withdrawn  from  Tennessee  River  as  far  down  as  the  mouth 
of  Sale  Creek. 

I have  just  sent  to  General  Grant  a dispatch  giving  details  of  the 
position  of  forces,  a copy  of  which  I have  requested  should  be  sent 
to  General  Halleck. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


Nashville,  October  20,  1863. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.,  21st.) 

Major-General  Burnside: 

Telegraph  me  the  quantity  of  clothing  you  want,  and  what  point 
you  will  have  it  shipped  to;  there  is  enough  hereto  supply  you.  Re- 
pairing the  road  to  McMinnville.  All  roads  that  can  be  used  to  get 
to  supplies  should  be  put  in  order  as  fast  as  possible.  Can  you ‘not 
lay  in  large  stores  of  forage,  bacon,  and  supplies  by  purchasing  ? If 
so,  do  it.  Have  you  tools  for  fortifying  ? Important  points  in  East 
Tennessee  should  be  put  in  condition  to  be  held  by  the  smallest  num- 
ber of  men  as  soon  as  possible.  Please  inform  me  what  you  regard 
as  the  key-stone  position  in  your  department.  I count  Kingston  to 
be  the  most  important,  but  do  not  know  now. 

Will  be  in  Stevenson  to-morrow  night  and  Chattanooga  next 
night. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General. 


* Probably  refers  to  dispatch  of  October  17.  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  III,  p.  — . 


682 


1 

KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN,,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLUL 

Loudon,  October  20,  1863. 

General  Burnside  : 

My  men  are  most  entirely  out  of  ammunition.  Can  yon  send  some 
down  to-night  ? We  need  ammunition  for  200  Sharps  rifles,  caliber 
.56,  and  the  balance  for  Burnside  and  Smith  carbines  and  Enfield 
rifles.  The  battery  is  lost. 

WOLFORD, 

Colonel. 


JONESBOROUGH, 

October  20,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  I thank  you  for  your  confidence.  We 
have  about  6,000  pounds  of  hard  bread,  and  not  so  much  sugar  and 
coffee.  Colonel  Hoskins’  command  is  about  out.  We  will  issue  to 
him  to-day. 

I sent  two  regiments,  as  you  directed,  to  Rogersville— the  Second 
Tennessee  Mounted  Infantry  and  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  with 
Phillips’  battery. 

We  will  get  all  the  flour  we  can.  Must  have  wagon  train  at  Bull’s 
Gap  brought  up.  I have  no  apprehension  but  that  we  can  hold  the 
enemy  with  our  present  force. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


' October  20,  1863. 

General  Burnside: 

The  infantry  and  battery  I sent  out  proceeded  about  2 miles,  and 
met  a part  of  Colonel  Wolford’s  command.  The  enemy  is  immedi- 
ately in  front  on  the  right  flank.  Their  numbers  are  known  only 
from  Colonel  Wolford’s  report. 

My  men  are  well  in  hand,  and  I think  if  they  attack  here  I can  at 
least  hold  out  until  supported  by  the  force  you  speak  of.  I am  by 
no  means  certain  they  will  give  battle  here,  and  I don’t  choose  to 
fight  outside  of  my  proper  defensive  line. 

JULIUS  WHITE. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Post  Oak  Springs,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Welsh, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjidant- General : 

The  firing  heard  to-day  was  probably  at  Philadelphia,  where  Colo- 
nel Wolford,  with  a brigade,  is  stationed.  A citizen  who  saw  a rebel 
force  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  reports  that  they  said 
they  were  Welcker’s  [Wheeler’s  ?]  force  and  the  advance  of  Bragg’s 
army.  They  were  within  3 or  4 miles  of  Kingston.  The  enemy  in 
small  force  appeared  at  Kingston  to-day  and  fired  on  the  pickets. 
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Can  it  be  possible  that  they  have  turned  on  us  now,  thinking  that 
Rosecrans  is  too  strong  for  them  ? The  withdrawal  of  the  pickets 
from  the  river  seems  to  indicate  this  movement. 

Nothing  is  known  yet  of  the  fight  at  Philadelphia,  except  heavy 
cannonading  all  the  afternoon. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

EMERY  S.  BOND,  _ 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Capt.  A.  C.  Semple: 


Munfordville, 
October  20,  1863. 


Dispatch  from  Lebanon  reports  600  rebels  on  Greensburg  road, 
moving  in  direction  of  railroad  near  Lebanon.  I am  not  apprised 
of  Federal  strength  at  Glasgow.  My  cavalry  are  all  at  Glasgow ; 
have  about  300.  Has  Colonel  Weatherford  been  mounted  ? 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Col.  S.  A.  Strickland, 

Glasgotv : 


Munfordville, 
October  20,  1863. 


Make  requisition  for  the  number  of  wagons  you  want.  Captain 
Huntington  will  fill  it.  Send  over  the  transportation  he  furnished  - 
you.  The  wagons  can  return  with  commissary  stores  after  your 
quartermaster  settles  with  him  for  them.  Captain  Stone  left 
Columbia  this  morning.  If  you  can  by  any  means  furnish  mounted 
men  to  pursue  rebels,  do  so.  It  would  be  well  to  send  informa- 
tion to  Captain  Stone  and  let  him  get  on  track  of  rebels  with  his 
forces. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Munfordville, 
October  20,  1863. 


Capt.  A.  C.  Semple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Louisville: 


Fifty  rebels  passed  between  Glasgow  and  Columbia  to-day,  going 
north.  I have  instructed  all  the  available  mounted  force  of  my  com- 
mand. It  would  be  well  to  direct  Colonel  Weatherford  to  send  50 
mounted  men  from  Lebanon,  via  Greensburg,  and  get  on  their  track. 
This  should  be  done  immediately. 


E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  Maj, 
Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  2,^,  1863;  headquarters 
Chattanooga. 


Command. 

Present  for  duty, 
equipped,  a 

Aggregate  present  for 

duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

^ Aggregate  present  and 

absent. 

Pieces  of  field  artillery. 

t 

o 

e 

o 

1 Men. 

Aggregate. 

Fourth  Army  Corps  (Granger) 

1,270 

18,  .511 

19,781 

20,260 

24,278 

43,868 

53 

Eleventh  Army  Corps  (Howard)  6 

313 

5,839 

6, 1.52 

6, 101 

7,239 

11,827 

26 

Twelfth  Army  Corps  (Slocum)  b 

480 

8,071 

9, 151 

9,211 

9,966 

15,513 

20 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps  (Thomas) 

1,011 

18,210 

19, 221 

20,0.57 

24,412 

39,920 

46 

Cavalry  Corps  (Mitchell) 

400 

7,458 

7,864 

9,185 

10,081 

16,380 

9 

Artillery  Reserve  (Brannan) 

39 

1,180 

1,219 

1,227 

1,284 

1,987 

.50 

Coburn’s  brigade 

88 

1,555 

1,643 

1,691 

2,043 

3,003 

6 

Miller's  brigade 

128 

1,930 

2,058 

2,162 

2,573 

3,405 

6 

Pioneer  Brigade  c 

19 

412 

431 

440 

Signal  corpse 

149 

Chattanooga 

30 

405 

435 

435 

715 

856 

Clarksville 

11 

243 

254 

263 

452 

481 

6 

Gallatin 

34 

631 

665 

906 

1,090 

1,401 

6 

Fort  Donelson 

14 

258 

272 

272 

438 

470 

4 

Nashville  (R.  S.  Granger) 

151 

2.727 

2,878 

2,885 

3,346 

3,848 

19 

Unattached  infantry 

214 

5,209 

5, 423 

5,319 

6, 181 

8,224 

Unattached  artillery 

19 

429 

448 

442 

469 

525 

25 

Unattached  cavalry 

20 

397 

423 

406 

459 

674 

1st  Michigan  Engineers 

21 

538 

559 

557 

686 

904 

Total 

4,274 

74,603 

78,877 

81,968 

95,712 

153,286 

276 

a Or  “actually  available  for  the  line  of  battle  on  the  date  of  the  regimental  reports.” 
b Major-General  Hooker  commanding  both  corps. 

c Officers  and  men  detailed  from  other  organizations,  and  elsewhere  accounted  for  in  the  columns 
“Aggregate  present”  and  “Aggregate  present  and  absent.” 


Louisville,  Ky.,  October  21,  1863—11  a.  m. 

(Received  2.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  P.  H.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

General  Grant  readied  Nashville  safely  yesterday.  I have  dis- 
patch from  him  stating  that  he  will  go  on  to  Stevenson  to-day,  and 
thence  to  Chattanooga,  fast  as  possible.  He  is  in  communication 
with  General  Burnside. 

Generals  Garheld  and  Steedman  are  here  on  their  way  liome. 
Their  representations  of  the  incidents  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
more  than  confirm  the  worst  that  has  reached  us  from  other  sources 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  general  and  the  great  credit 
that  is  due  to  General  Thomas. 

T expect  to  leave  for  home  to-morrow,  having  completed  all  the 
arrangements  in  regard  to  railroad  management  and  transportation. 
I will  not  make  as  quick  time  returning  as  I did  coming  here. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  21,  1863. 

Major-General  Hooker,  Stevenson : 

The  general  understands  from  your  report  that  a steam-boat  will 
be  ready  for  use  at  Bridgeport  by  Sunday  next,  the  25th  instant. 
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Do  you  think  it  will  be  done  certainly  ? Can  you  concentrate  your 
force  at  Bridgeport  by  that  time,  or  how  much  of  it  can  you  so  con- 
centrate ? Is  the  pontoon  bridge  at  ‘Battle  Creek  in  good  order  and 
in  readiness  for  use  ? Any  additional  information  regarding  enemy 
at  Courtland  ? Any  news  from  Sherman  yet  ? 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Nashville, 

October  21,  1863 — 6.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Thomas  : 

The  following  telegram  just  received  by  telegraph  from  Colum- 
bia, Tenn.,  October  21,  1863  : 

Capt.  W.  Nevin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain  Blake,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  left  Columbia  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  I learn  is  at  Carter’s  Creek  Station,  unable  to  get  farther,  no  cars  having 
been  out  for  the  last  two  days.  Rebel  cavalry  at  Tuscumbia,  Courtland,  and  Flor- 
ence consists  of  Wheeler  (6,000,  with  artillery),  Roddey  (2,000,  with  artillery),  Lee 
(4,000,  no  artillery,  just  ordered  from  Mississippi  to  re-enforce  Wheeler),  if  they 
cross  the  Tennessee,  which  is  now  very  high,  it  wiU  take  them  some  time.  I learn 
they  have  boats.  They  wiU  strike  the  railroad  south  of  Murfreesborough,  at  AVar- 
trace,  Shelby ville,  or  McMinnville.  I have  no  idea  they  will  come  here  ; at  least, 
only  a portion  of  their  force.  I can  hold  my  position  against  five  times  my  num- 
ber, at  least.  Why  are  the  Tennesseeans  detained?  They  ought  to  be  here.  They 
can  be  mounted  in  this  country.  They  can  be  sent  to  Carter’s  Creek  Station  by 
rail ; march  the  rest  of  the  way.  They  must  be  armed  by  this  time.  Can  they  be 
sent  at  once  ? The  proposed  raid  by  rebel  cavalry  is  surmised  from  the  fact  they 
were  cooking  five  days’  rations. 

HENRY  R.  MIZNER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

R.  S.  GRANGER, 

Br  igadier- General. 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

Decherd,  October  21,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Goddard  : 

I received  your  dispatch  of  last  evening  relating  to  Wheeler.  The 
cavalry  is  in  bad  condition  to  receive  Wheeler  at  this  time.  We  are 
sadly  in  need  of  horses  and  horse  equipments,  and  cannot  be  effective 
until  we  receive  at  least  3,000  of  each.  If  Wheeler  crosses  the  river 
near  the  shoals,  our  cavalry  should  be  moved — one  division  to  Shel- 
by ville,  and  the  other  near  Tullahoma.  As  they  are  now  situated, 
taking  into  consideration  the  condition,  of  our  horses,  it  would  be 
very  hard  matter  to  intercept  General  Crook’s  division  with  the 
mounted  infantry  now  in  camp  at  Flint  River,  on  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  I am  making  every  exertion  possible  to  fit 
up  the  cavalry,  but  find  there  are  but  few  horses  and  no  horse  equip- 
ments at  Nashville.  I will  await  instructions  as  to  the  change  pro- 
posed. 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Br  igad  ier-  General,  Command  ing. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Dallas,  Term.,  October  21,  1863.  • 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland: 
Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with 
orders  from  Major-General  Rosecrans,  I moved  from  Anderson’s 
Cross-Roads  on  the  18th  instant  to  this  point  by  way  of  Poe’s  road. 

I found  the  road  over  the  mountain  nearly  impassable.  I had  to 
assign  a company  of  infantry  to  each  gun,  and  then  found  great  diffi- 
culty in  moving  my  artillery. 

I arrived  here  this  morning  about  9 o’clock,  and  have  stationed  my 
force  (the  Sixtieth  Illinois,  Tenth  Michigan,  and  Beebe’s  battery)  at 
Dallas. 

I will  immediately,  in  compliance  with  the  order  referred  to,  con- 
fer with  Colonel  Harrison  and  Brigadier- General  Spears,  the  nearest 
commanding  officers. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  SMITH, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


lUKA,  October  21,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  is  doubtless  south  of  the  Tennessee  between 
me  and  Decatur.  The  river  has  risen  so  they  cannot  get  back,  for 
there  is  8 feet  of  water  on  the  Muscle  Shoals.  .1  must  have  a boat 
at  Eastport  or  Florence  to  pass  to  the  point  of  my  destination.  I 
think  Wheeler  will  rest  after  his  Tennessee  raid,  and  move  to  Rome 
and  Chattanooga  to  rejoin  Bragg ; but  Forrest  and  Lee  will  hang 
around  our  road  to  devil  us. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

luka,  Miss. : 

I have  sent  forward  your  dispatches  for  a ferry-boat  and  in  rela- 
tion to  movements.  It  is,  I think,  certain  that  all  the  cavalry  of  the 
left  of  Bragg’s  army  will  be  found  north  of  the  river  at  Florence. 
They  are  said  to  be  8,000.  This  has  been  sent  forward  also.  I think 
unless  attacked  and  driven  off  by  cavalry  from  Rosecrans  they  will 
be  apt  to  block  the  river  against  light  gunboats. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  Genercd. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  III.  : 
Major-General  Sherman  telegraphs  me  that  there  is  8 feet  ymter 
on  the  shoals,  and  desires  me  to  inform  you.  He  leaves  a regiment 
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at  Eastport.  His  advance  will  be  in  Tuscnmbia  to-morrow.  Wheel- 
er’s cavalry  (8,000)  is  in  force  from  Florence  to  Decatur  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Louisville,  October  21,  1863. 

(Received  22d.) 

General  Burnside  : 

The  appointment  of  Col.  W.  P.  Sanders  .to  the  rank  of  brigadier 
has  been  ordered,  and  you  may  assign  him  to  command  according 
to  that  rank.  The  commission  will  be  forwarded  immediately  after 
my  return  to  Washington,  whither  I start  to-morrow. 

A dispatch  from  General  Meade  states  that  Lee’s  forces  have  been 
withdrawn  across  the  Rappahannock,  with  a view  to  operations  else- 
where. Congratulate  you  upon  the  brilliant  success  that  has  at- 
tended your  operations  in  East  Tennessee.  I hope  the  same  good 
fortune  will  attend  you  in  the  future. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  October  21,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Burnside, 

Knoxville,  Tenn. : 

Having  by  a demonstration  forced  General  Meade  to  retreat,  and 
having  destroyed  all  his  line  of  supply.  General  Lee  will  probably 
send  a part  of  his  army  to  the  Southwest.  Whether  to  Bragg  or  by 
Abingdon  is  uncertain.  I think  your  available  forces  at  Kingston 
and  above  should  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  up  the  valley, 
should  the  enemy  appear  in  force  in  Southwestern  Virginia.  A 
copy  of  this  is  sent  to  General  Grant.  Communicate  with  him. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 


JONESBOROUGH,  October  21,  1863. 

General  Burnside  : 

The  enemy  is  between  the  two  rivers,  whether  in  force  or  not  I 
am  unable  to  determine.  If  it  will  meet  your  approbation,  I pro- 
pose, before  sending  the  expedition  to  North  Carolina,  to  start  to- 
morrow evening  with  a sufficient  part  of  the  command  to  give  him 
battle  if  he  is  there  in  force,  and  if  possible  drive  him  again  beyond 
the  Holston.  If  he  has  nothing  but  scouting  parties  between  the 
rivers,  we  will  stand  a good  chance  to  capture  them. 

We  have  a large  number  of  dismounted  men,  and  as  two  of  the 
regiments  are  at  Rogersville,  I propose  taking  Colonel  Hoskins, 
with  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  and  One  hundred  and  third  Ohio,  leav- 
ing the  Eighth  Tennessee  and  dismounted  men  here. 
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A flag  of  truce  came  to  our  outpost  this  evening,  asking  permis- 
sion to  come  through  the  lines  for  Mrs.  Colonel  Bottles,  whose  hus- 
hand  they  reported  dying  from  his  wounds  received  in  the  skirmish 
day  before  yesterday.  We  sent  for  Mrs.  Bottles  and  sent  her  over. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Loudon,  October  21,  1863. 

General  Burnside  : 

I have  deferred  this  dispatch  hoping  to  be  more  definite  than  I am 
able  to  be.  I have  withdrawn  the  cavalry  within  my  lines,  as  there 
is  no  object  in  keeping  it  at  Philadelphia.  The  enemy  is  near  there. 
I am  not  confident  there  is  any  infantry  or  artillery  with  them,  but 
Colonel  Wolford  says  they  used  both  on  him  yesterday.  He  is  con- 
fident they  will  yet  attack  this  place,  and  that  the  stubbornness  of 
their  resistance  to-day  is  evidence  that  they  intend  to  hold  all  they 
have  till  the  material  for  a suitable  attack  can  be  brought  up.  I 
don’t  feel  authorized  to  move  out  from  here  with  a small  force  to 
any  great  distance,  and  my  entire  division  numbers  but  little  over 
3,000.  I am  convinced  they  have  a large  force  between  this  and 
Cleveland,  but  can’t  say  they  will  come  here  with  it.  The  boldness 
of  their  mounted  force  convinces  me  it  is  backed  by  all  arms. 

JULIUS  WHITE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Loudon,  October  21,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

Sir  : The  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry  of  my  command  is  out  of 
ammunition  for  the  Union  rifle  carbine,  and  there  is  none  here.  Also 
out  of  ammunition  for  the  Henry  rifle,  and  none  to  be  had.  Can  it 
be  procured  there  ? If  so,  I need  21,000  rounds  Union  rifle  carbine 
cartridges  and  2,640  Henry  rifles.  Answer. 

FRANK  WOLFORD, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Independent  Cavalry  Brigade, 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  21,  1863. 

(Received  5 p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

Supplies  can  now  be  sent  up  the  Tennessee  to  Eastport.  We  are 
loading  tow-boats  for  that  place  to-day.  Is  General  Sherman  ready 
to  receive  supplies  at  that  point  ? Colonel  Haines  telegraphed  him 
on  the  7th  instant,  but  no  answer.  Six  feet  water  at  Eastport,  3 
feet  on  lower  and  2 feet  on  upper  shoals.  Will  send  a tow  of  hay 
from  Cairo  to  Nashville  to-morrow. 

ROBT.  ALLEN, 

Chief  Quartermaster, 
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Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  21,  1863. 

(Received  7.15  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Hallegk, 

General-in-Chief : 

Colonel  Haines  has  this  moment  received  a dispatch  from  General 
Sherman.  He  requests  that  stores  be  sent  to  Eastport,  and  will  be 
so  prepared  to  receive  them.  We  will  ship  as  fast  as  possible 

ROBT.  ALLEN, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


October  21,  1863. 

Major-General  Grant  : 

Gunboats  are  now  on  their  way  up  the  Tennessee  and  for  up  the 
Cumberland.  My  intention  is  to  send  every  gunboat  I can  spare  up 
the  Tennessee.  I have  also  sent  below  for  light-draughts  to  come 
up.  Am  sorrv  to  say  the  river  is  at  a stand. 

PORTER. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  8.20  p.  m.,  23d.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

The  following  received  from  Corinth  : All  troops  at  Mobile  except 
provost  guards  have  gone  to  Bragg.  No  troops  at  Okolona ; have 
gone  to  Roddey,  at  Chickasaw.  Much  of  Lee’s  army  is  with  Bragg. 
The  rest  of  Longstreet’s  corps  has  arrived.  Southern  papers  of  10th 
state  Bragg  draws  180,000  rations.  This  is  published  for  effect,  evi- 
dently. Wheeler  is  reported  to  be  concentrating  his  whole  cavalry, 
claiming  8,000,  at  the  Tennessee,  above  and  below  Florence.  Gen- 
eral Sherman  will  make  his  hospital  depot  at  luka.  Blair  crossed 
Bear  Creek  with  two  divisions  yesterday,  and  will  be  near  Tuscum- 
bia  to-day.  One  other  division  of  Sherman’s  is  beyond  Bear  Creek, 
and  one  will  be  kept  on  this  side  until  a brigade  sent  from  Memphis 
can  relieve  it.  It  will  take  five  days  longer  to  repair  bridge  at  Bear 
Creek  for  trains.  The  Tennessee  River  must  be  his  main  depend- 
ence. It  is  now  rising.  I need  2,000  horse  equipments  to  mount 
infantry.  They  were  promised  some,  weeks  since,  but  have  not 
arrived.  As  soon  as  the  force  comes  from  Steele  I shall  strike  for 
Columbus,  Miss.  At  present  I have  no  disposable  infantry. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  General  Grant.) 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Col.  L.  F.  McCrillis, 

La  Grange,  Tenn. : 

Send  battalion  this  afternoon  to  La  Fayette  to  meet  horses  for 
your  command.  They  will  be  at  La  Fayette  in  the  morning. 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 
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Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Colonel  Wilcox, 

Commanding  Post,  Germantown: 

Colonel  : The  whole  force  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  four 
guns  are  ordered  to  go  south  in  the  morning. 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Loomis, 

Comdg.  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Germantown : 

Furnish  two  companies  as  escort  for  horses  for  La  Grange.  Horses 
will  be  at  Germantown  this  afternoon.  Escort  will  go  to  Collierville 
and  return.  Prepare  your  regiment  for  expedition  in  the  morning. 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Memphis,  October  21,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  Loomis, 

Commanding  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry: 

Colonel  : You  will  proceed,  with  the  effective  force  of  your  com- 
mand and  4 guns  of  the  battery,  taking  with  you  the  best  battal- 
ion now  on  outpost  duty  at  Olive  Branch,  on  a reconnaissance  south- 
ward, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  report  that 
Chalmers  is  encamped  5 miles  north  of  Wyatt.  You  will  start 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  and  use  every 
precaution  against  surprises.  You  will  gather  all  possible  informa- 
tion concerning  the  whereabouts  and  force  of  the  enemy,  but  avoid 
a general  engagement.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  all  the  way  to 
Wyatt,  if  you  can  gather  reliable  and  satisfactory  information  be- 
fore reaching  that  point.  Should  you  meet  no  force  of  consequence, 
you  can  scout  the  country  for  a few  days,  and  feed  your  horses  well, 
always  giving  receipts  for  the  same.  Communicate  promptly  with 
these  headquarters  should  you  obtain  any  important  information, 
and  immediatel}^  upon  your  arrival  telegraph,  and  make  full  writ- 
ten report  by  mail. 

By  order  of  Col.  Edward  Hatch : 

S.  L.  WOODWARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Col.  L.  F.  McCrillis, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  Cavalry : 

You  will  send  out  a force  of  cavalry  from  this  place,  Grand  Junc- 
tion, and  Saulsbury.  These  forces  must  cross  the  Coldwater  to-mor- 
row, going  as  far  as  the  Tallahatchie,  if  no  force  of  the  enemy  in- 
terposes to  prevent. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Sweeny: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

Col.  Frank  A.  Kendrick, 

West  Tennessee  Infantry,  A.  D.,  Comdg.  Moscow,  Tenn.: 

Colonel  : A serious  complaint  from  citizens  living  in  your  vicin- 
ity and  the  vicinity  of  La  Fayette  is  referred  to  these  headquarters 
by  General  Hurlbut  in  reference  to  midnight  robberies  and  raids 
by  your  men,  who  in  several  cases  have  deliberately  fired  upon  peace- 
able citizens  in  their  own  houses,  and  committed  thefts  and  outrages 
that  are  a disgrace  to  the  service.  Some  one  is  severely  to  blame  in 
this  mattei,  and  you  will  use  every  exertion  to  ascertain  who  tire 
guilty  and  responsible  parties  are,  and  see  that  acts  of  this  kind  do 
not  occur  again.  There  must  be  gross  carelessness  and  neglect  on 
the  part  of  some  of  your  officers,  and  such  should  be  hunted  out  and 
means  taken  to  have  them  dismissed  the  service,  as  they  are  an  in- 
jury to  it  and  a disgrace  to  your  command.  Officers  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  their  men,  and  you  will  thoroughly 
investigate  the  matter,  and  report  to  these  headquarters  all  the  facts 
connected  with  these  complaints. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Sweeny : 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Corinth,  Miss.,  October  21,  1863. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Asst.  Adj.  Gen.,  lG/7i  Army  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn.  : 

Captain  : I have  sent  General  Sweeny  written  instructions  in  re- 
lation to  movements  of  troops,  &c.,  in  time  of  attack.  I shall  en- 
deavor to  catch  them  before  they  reach  the  railroad.  I have  con- 
siderable reliable  information  in  relation  to  the  orders  of  Johnston 
the  first  of  this  month.  It  seems  that  about  the  6th  of  October  he 
ordered  Loring,  Lee,  Chalmers,  Ferguson,  Gholson,  and  Ruggles  to 
concentrate  at  New  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  this 
railroad,  and  they  claim  that  their  available  force  to  do  it  would 
be  25,000  men.  And  it  also  appears  that  Johnston  was  not  then 
aware  of  Sherman’s  movement.  As  soon  as  he  ascertained  this  fact, 
an  entire  change  was  made.  Loring,  Lee,  Ferguson,  &c.,  went  to 
Bragg  and  the  Tennessee  Valley,  Chalmers  was  allowed  to  make  the 
attempt  alone,  by  scraping  up  what  men  he  could.  Where  J ohnston 
is  now  I do  not  know,  but  I believe  Chalmers  took  all  the  available 
force  that  is  in  Northern  Mississippi  with  him  in  his  late  attack. 

The  leaders  all  seem  to  think  that  Davis  has  cast  his  all  on  a fight 
between  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta,  and  they  say  that  Lee  and  Davis 
will  be  at  the  fight.  They  do  not  believe  that  Sherman  is  going  to 
Rosecrans,  but  think  he  is  going  toward  Montgomery  and  Atlanta. 
The  disposition  of  their  forces  show  this,  and  they  openly  say  so. 
There  are  no  troops  at  Montgomery,  Selma,  Tuscaloosa,  Elyton,  or 
Jasper  except  provost  guards.  At  Elyton,  above  and  below,  are 
. large  iron  mills,  which  they  are  working  to  get  out  railroad  iron  to 
• finish  the  Selma  road  to  Rome.  They  are  also  building  a branch 
railroad  from  Line  Station,  near  Columbiana,  on  Selma  and  Rome 
railroad,  to  Elyton.  A large  force  is  at  woi-k  on  it,  and  they  say 
they  will  finish  it  by  Christmas.  This  road  is  being  built  for  the 


692  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 

sole  purpose  of  getting  out  the  railroad  iron  now  being  manufact- 
ured at  these  mills.  N^o  works  are  being  built  at  Selma,  but  below 
Selma  fortifications  are  going  up  to  stop  our  boats  running  to  Selma. 

All  Government  works  are  now  in  full  operation  at  Selma. ' I ex- 
pect Spencer  to  destroy  these  works  and  the  road.  There  is  some 
infantry  at  Columbus,  a part  of  the  Forty-third  Mississippi  or  Ala- 
bama Infantry,  and  a battery.  Ruggles  is  also  there.  Davenport  is 
at  Fulton,  not  armed,  and  only  jDartly  mounted.  He  has  one  com- 
pany at  Bay  Springs,  Captain  Pardue’s.  The  runaway  conscripts 
that  they  pick  up  they  now  send  to  garrison  forts  ; do  not  send  them 
to  Bragg. 

The  men  in  the  mountains  report  that  large  numbers  of  deserters 
are  beginning  to  come  in  again  from  Bragg’s  army,  and  I see  several 
letters  that  the  boys  bring  in  from  officers  say  that  Mobile  will  not 
be  defended.  Selma  paper  of  the  10th  says  Loring’s  division  is  on 
the  way  to  Bragg. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Munfordville,  October  21,  1863. 
Captain  Semple,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

One  hundred  and  ten  cavalry  will  move  from  Glasgow  to  Sumer- 
ville*.  One  hundred  and  ninety  will  move  from  this  place,  north  side 
of  Green  River,  and  unite  with  force  from  Glasgow.  If  rebels  have 
crossed  toward  New  Haven  my  force  will  find  it  out  and  follow  them. 
If  they  have  moved  south,  after  stealing  and  plundering,  they  can 
be  pursued. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Pillow,  Tenn., 

October  21,  1863. 

Capt.  J.  Hough,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Memphis: 

Captain  : A gentleman  just  arrived  from  the  interior  informs  me 
that  Captain  Hayes,  who  for  some  time  has  been  engaged  in  recruit- 
ing and  organizing  a company  of  Tennessee  militia,  was  captured  on 
Monday,  the  13th  instant,  and  brutally  murdered  on  the  14th  in- 
stant, by  a portion  of  Faulkner’s  command.  He  was  shot  down  and 
entirely  stripped  of  his  clothing,  and  thrown  into  the  Middle  fork  of 
the  Forked  Deer  River,  near  Lee’s  Mill,  in  Gibson  County.  His  body 
was  found  in  that  stream  on  Monday  last,  and  my  informant,  to- 
gether with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  buried  him  on  that  day. 

Captain  Hayes  was  commissioned  as  first  lieutenant  by  Governor 
Johnson,  to  raise  a company  for  the  First  Regiment  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry, and  as  soon  as  his  company  was  full  was  to  have  been  commis- 
sioned as  captain.  Captain  Hayes,  by  his  personal  bravery  and  dar- 
ing, and  by  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  hunting  down  guerrillas,  has 
made  himself,  together  with  his  little  command,  a terror  to  that  class 
of  lawless  men. 

Trusting  that  prompt  and  decisive  steps  will  be  taken  to  avenge 
this  inhuman  and  barbarous  outrage,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain, 
your  obedient  servant, 

. . E.  H.  WOLFE, 

Colonel  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>-  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

No.  472.  ) Washington,  October  21,  18G3. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 4c  * 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  re- 
port in  person  immediately  to  Major-General. Rosecrans. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  12th  Corps, 

V Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  56.  ) Decherd,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  division  has  discovered, 
very  much  to  his  regret,  a decided  lack  of  harmony  between  the  de- 
tachments from  other  commands  that  he  found  stationed  on  the  line 
of  railroad  now  under  his  command  and  the  troops  of  his  division. 
Upon  several  occasions  this  feeling  has  nearly  resulted  in  a collision 
between  small  parties  of  the  respective  commands.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  present  state  of  feeling  may  immediately  give  place 
to  a spirit  of  at  least  apparent  harmony.  There  is  really  no  reason 
why  any  disagreement  should  exist  between  the  soldiers  of  the  com- 
mands referred  to,  and  nothing  is  more  likely  to  produce  disagree- 
ment than  little  banterings  and  reflections  which  oftentimes  are  play- 
fully commenced,  and  it  is  enjoined  upon  all  officers  and  men  of  this 
division,  as  well  as  upon  those  of  the  detachments  serving  with  it, 
to  abstain  from  all  assertions  or  demonstrations  tending  to  create  ill- 
will,  and  hereafter  any  officer  or  enlisted  man  indulging  in  such  will 
be  arrested  and  punished. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  have 
both  performed  their  duty  well,  and  they  should  come  together  as 
fellow-soldiers  engaged  in  a common  and  holy  cause. 

The  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  come  here  by  order  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  to  re-enforce  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  by 
which  their  respective  fortunes  are  linked  together,  and  it  is  believed 
by  the  division  commander  that  his  desire  is  their  desire,  viz,  that 
still  further  brilliant  victories  may  crown  the  efforts  of  all  the  troops 
serving  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

This  order  will  be  promulgated  to  all  the  troops  within  the  limits 
of  this  command. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams : 

S.  E.  PITTMAN, 

• Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 


Bridgeport,  Tenn., 

October  22,  1863. 


Arrived  here  last  night.  Party  all  safe.  Rained  yesterday. 
Roads  worse  than  ever.  General  Grant  leaves  for  Chattanooga  this 
morning,  and  will  arrive  to-morrow  night. 

[C.  A.  DANA.]  . 
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Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 


Bridgeport,  Tenn., 

October  22,  1863. 


No  news  here  from  Chattanooga.  I am  just  starting  for  there 
with  Grant.  Will  report  fully  on  arriving.* 


[C.  A.  DANA.] 


Stevenson,  October  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Reynolds  : 

General  Slocum  just  telegraphs  that  a force  of  600  rebel  cavalry 
guerrillas,  under  Ferguson,  congregated  at  Rock  Island,  14  miles 
from  McMinnville.  He  has  scouts  watching  them.  General  Rose- 
crans  advised  me  some  days  since  that  a regiment  was  ordered  to 
McMinnville  from  his  headquarters.  I have  telegraphed  instructions 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  point,  but  I am  unadvised  as  to 
their  arrival. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-  General. 


Stevenson,  October  22,  1863—10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I desire  the  general  to  be  correctly  advised  of  the  movements  of 
the  Twelfth  Corps.  It  is  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Bridgeport.  The 
wagons  for  one  division  of  it  left  Nashville  yesterday,  and  the 
balance  will  be  put  on  the  road  in  the  course  of  the  week,  as  the 
cars  are  under  orders  from  headquarters.  I am  instructed  to  bring 
nothing  but  supplies.  I cannot  move  the  troops  before  the  wagons 
come  up  without  leaving  all  baggage  behind.  As  this  may  cripple 
my  future  movements,  I desire  that  orders  may  be  given  to  the  offi- 
cers in  charge  of  the  railroad  to  receive  the  baggage  of  this  coiq^s  and 
deliver  it  at  Bridgeport. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-  General. 


Stevenson,  October  22,  1863—10  a.  m. 

Major-General  Slocum  : 

On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
concentrate  your  command  at  Bridgeport ; the  movement  to  be  made 
in  such  way  as  will  soonest  effect  this  object.  A train  of  wagons 
for  one  division  of  your  corps  left  Nashville  yesterday  morning,  and 
it  is  required  that  as  soon  as  it  reaches  Murfreesborough  you  make 
use  of  it  to  move  General  Geary’s  division,  unless  cars  can  be  ob- 
tained for  that  purpose.  Application  has  been  made  for  them,  but 
the  movement  must  not  be  delayed  in  the  absence  of  this  authority. 

Station  the  troops  along  the  line  of  communication  in  your  district, 
and  not  of  your  corps,  at  the  points  most  needed  for  the  protection 
of  the  line. 

HOOKER, 

Major-General, 
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Wartrace,  October  22,  1863. 

(Received  7.30  p.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williams: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  entire 
division  and  the  artillery  of  the  corps  that  is  with  you  to  Bridgeport 
with  least  possible  delay.  Leave  baggage  in  charge  of  some  compe- 
tent officer  until  your  wagons  come ; or,  if  you  prefer  and  can  ob- 
tain cars,  send  it  by  rail.  You  will  give  necessary  directions  to  have 
your  wagon  train  follow  you.  You  will  distribute  the  troops  under 
your  command  not  belonging  to  this  corps  so  as  to  guard  the  most 
important  points,  bridges,  &c.  The  movement  should  begin  to-mor- 
row. Please  acknowledge. 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Stevenson,  October  22,  1863 — 12  m. 
Brigadier-General  Granger  : 

Nashville  : 

Wheeler’s  force  numbers  4,000,  with  artillery,  and  Lee’s  force 
2,500.  These  are  at  Courtland.  Roddey’s  force,  numbering  about 
1,000  men,  have  not  returned  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee,  but 
are  dispersed  in  small  bands  in  the  vicinity  of  Huntsville.  This  is 
reliable.  Sherman  should  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Courtland,  and  should 
not  only  disperse  the  cavalry  force  there,  but  cover  the  country  to 
the  north. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

. Chattanooga,  October  22,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  Decherd,  and 
Brigadier-General  Crook,  Flint  River: 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Lee,  with  2,500  men,  has  joined  Wheeier 
at  Courtland.  A dispatch  from  Wheeler  to  Bragg,  captured  at 
Trenton,  states  that  Lee  had  arrived  at  Florence.  Captured  rebel 
dispatches  all  show  that  cavalry  expect  to  make  another  raid  into 
Middle  Tennessee. 

C.  GODDARD, 
Assistant  Adjidant-  General. 


Murfreesborough,  ■ 
October  22,  1863 — 6.45  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tivelfth  Corps: 

Orders  received.  Will  send  Michigan  regiment  as  ordered,  and 
will  make  best  possible  arrangement  of  the  troops  here  for  defense 
of  the  bridges  on  the  [railroad],  but  all  I can  do  will  be  inadequate 
to  their  protection. 

JYO.  W.  GEARY, 

Bn gadier-  General,  Com,  m a n d ing. 
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Stevenson, 

October  22,  1863 — 1.10  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger. 

Nashville : 

I am  ordered  to  concentrate  my  command  at  Bridgeport.  I shall 
have  to  turn  over  this  line  to  you  as  fast  as  my  troops  are  able  to 
move  from  the  positions  they  at  present  occupy.  They  are  now 
under  orders  for  the  movement. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Twelfth  Corps, 

Decherd,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Knife, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
the  division  to  say  that  this  division  is  ordered  to  Bridgeport  with- 
out delay,  and  he  desires  you  to  march  your  coninjand  at  the  earliest 
hour  practicable.  You  will  leave  the  important  x>oints  on  your  line 
guarded  by  troops  not  of  your  brigade.  If  you  can  get  cars,  you 
may  send  your  baggage  by  rail ; but  if  not  able  to  do  so,  it  will  be 
left  until  wagons  come  up,  and  then  loaded  and  brought  forward  to 
Bridgeport.  You  will  please Teport  at  these  headquarters  for  fur- 
ther instructi(ms. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  PITTMAN, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Dallas,  Tenn,  October  22,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Cumberland: 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I conferred  to-day  with 
Colonels  Harrison,  Thirty-ninth  Indiana,  and  Atkins,  Ninety-second 
Illinois,  whose  commands  are  guarding  the  river  in  this  vicinity.  I 
also  made  a partial  examination  of  the  river  from  Harrison’s  to 
Igou’s  Ferry,  8 miles  above. 

I found  *tv/o  companies  of  the  Ninety-second  Illinois  (mounted 
infantry)  at  Harrison’s  Landing,  with  a hastily  constructed  and  im- 
perfect line  of  rifle-pits.  Igou’s  Ferry  is  guarded  by  one  company 
of  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  (mounted  infantry),  with  posts  1 mile 
above  and  a like  distance  below  the  ferry,  connected  by  patrols. 
Penny’s  Ford,  2 miles  above  Igou’s,  is  guarded  by  a force  of  infantry 
from  General  Spears’  command,  who  report  to  Colonel  Harrison, 
Thirty-ninth  Indiana.  I will  relieve  the  force  at  Harrison’s  and 
Igou’s  to-morrow  morning  with  five  companies  of  infantry  from  my 
command  at  each  place,  and  use  the  mounted  force  in  this  vicinity 
for  patrol  duty  exclusively. 

There  is  no  forage  in  this  vicinity,  and  the  stock  of  the  mounted 
command^  referred  to  is  suffering  much.  One  of  the  regiments  has 
no  transportion,  and  the  other  but  13  wagons.  Unless  something 
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can  be  speedily  done  to  procure  forage  for  tiieni,  their  liorses  must 
perish.  I think  a few  companies  of  mr  inted  uien  bn’  patrcjl  duty 
are  all  that  are  absolutely  needed  here  at  present. 

I am  convinced  that  Igou’s  Ferry  is  the  most  feasible  point  in  this 
vicinity  for  laying  a pontoon,  if  the  enemy  were  so  disposed.  There 
is  an  eddy  and  but  very  slow  current  'at  that  point.  The  water  is 
now  about  20  feet  deep.  The  shore  on  this  side,  for  some  distance 
above  and  below,  is  perfectly  commanded  by  high  positions  ; on  the 
other  side,  both  above,  below,  and  directly  in  front.  The  height 
below  was  fortified  by  Bragg  when  he  first  fell  back,  but  the  work 
has  never  been  used.  There  are  rifle-pits  on  the  opposite  bank  im- 
mediately at  the  landing.  A determined  enemy  could  lay  a pontoon 
there  unless  opposed  vigorously. 

The  road  on  each  side  leading  to  the  ferry  is  practicable  for  artil- 
lery. The  guard  at  that  point  report  the  enemy  constantly  running 
trains  for  forage,  up  the  river  day  and  night,  generally  returning 
in  about  eight  or  ten  hours. 

The  roads  on  the  other  side  run  near  the  river,  and  there  is  no 
means  of  reaching  the  back  country,  except  by  the  road  running 
directly  back  from  the  ferry.  A party  of  determined  men  sent  secretly 
across  in  that  vicinity  might  easily  capture  and  destroy  a train,  as 
they  are  reported  to  be  but  lightly  guarded. 

I can  hear  of  no  large  force  in  my  immediate  front  or  anything  of 
interest  other  than  I have  reported. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  SMITH, 

Colonel  Commanding  Brigade. 


October  22,  1863—7.40  p.  m. 

Captain  Merrill, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Department  of  the  Cumberland: 

The  enemy  has  extended  his  line  to  a point  opposite  Williams’ 
Island.  Sharpshooters  have  annoyed  our  troops  passing  on  the  road 
from  foot  of  Walden’s  Ridge  through  the  bottom  between  here  and 
Chattanooga  to-day.  The  road  is  within  easy  range  of  their  sharp* 
shooters. 

Respectfully, 

J.  L.  JONES, 

Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


Hdqrs.  Signal  Detachment,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  October  22,  1863. 

Captain  Merrill, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

The  following  report  has  iust  been  received  from  signal  officer  at 
Fort  Wood  : 

Captain  Leonard  : 

To  our  left  of  old  stone  fence,  where  abandoned  works  are,  the  enemy  have  con- 
structed two  additional  redoubts,  making  four  at  that  point.  Farther  to  our  left, 
on  a knoll  east  of  white  house  near  our  picket  line,  they  have  also  constructed  four 
log  redoubts,  in  one  of  which,  I think,  is  a brass  gun.  There  are  two  limbers  in 
rear  of  the  redoubt.  They  must  have  built  these  works  last  night.  I saw  them  at 
work  to  our  left  of  the  fence  where  abandoned  works  are,  but  not  at  the  other  point, 
on  yesterday,  I saw  one  regiment  have  inspection,  another  drilling  this  morning, 


698  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLllI. 

and  at  noon  a large  body  of  men,  without  jums,  collected  at  what  appears  to  be  a 
headquarters  on  our  left,  where,  from  the  display  of  a different  flag  from  any  that 
I have  before  seen,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  exhibited,  I think  some  regi- 
ment was  being  presented  with  a flag. 

This  evening  about  a regiment  moved  from  crest  of  ridge  on  road  at  the  head- 
quarters in  direction  of  our  left.  I could  not  see  where  they  went  to  for  the  timber. 
About  a regiment  also  were  at  the  headquarters  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  Part  of 
them  moved  toward  our  right  and  the  remainder  to  the  left. 

Respectfully, 

L.  M.  DE  MOTTE, 

Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  LEONARD, 
Captain,  and  Acting  Signal  Officer, 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  22,  1863 — l.lOp.  m. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 

I would  suggest  that  General  Sheridan  is  one  of  the  best  men  in 
the  army  to  organize  and  regulate  transportation  and  supplies.  He 
fully  supplied  General  Curtis’  army  in  midwinter  over  the  most 
horrible  roads.  Should  not  all  animals  not  absolutely  required  at 
Chattanooga  be  sent  to  the  rear  ? Cannot  a part  of  the  troops  be 
sent  nearer  the  depots  of  provisions  ? As  at  Pittsburg,  short  for- 
age can  be  sent  forward  on  the  backs  of  artillery  and  cavalry  horses. 
Men  can  be  successively  detailed  to  carry  forward  jjrovisions  on  their 
backs.  Beef  on  the  hoof  can  be  driven  over  the  mountains,  and 
the  ration  of  bread  reduced.  The  issue  of  small  rations  can  be  tem- 
porarily suspended. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

G eneral -in  - Chief . 


October  22,  1803. 

General  Hurlbut,  Memphis : 

It  is  universally  believed  here  that  Wheeler,  Roddey,  and  Forrest 
are  on  this  side  the  Tennessee,  between  Tuscumbia  and  Decatur. 

A pretty  heavy  force  is  directly  ahead  of  my  advance.  Osterhaus 
yesterday  had  a pretty  severe  fight,  losing  8 men  and  20-odd  wounded. 
Colonel  Torrence,  Thirtieth  Iowa,  is  killed. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Inka,  October  22,  1803, 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Comclg.  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

Dear  General  : I have  received  yours  of  20th,  with  copy  of  Gen- 
eral Grant’s  of  the  17th,  at  Cairo.  Of  course  1 know  that  General 
Grant  will  not  stop  at  Louisville,  but  will  go  to  Nashville.  I have 
every  reason  to  know  that  there  is  a heavy  force  of  cavalry  to  my 
front.  I don’t  suppose  it  is  there  by  Bragg’s  order,  but  the  result  of 
an  accident,  they  all  having  come  south  across  Muscle  Shoals.  I 
have  had  the  river  examined  at  Eastport,  and  an  old  pilot  at  W ater- 
loo  reports  all  fords  now  impracticable  and  navigation  good  for  4 
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feet  Tip  to  Eastport.  I have  harl  a regiment  there  for  tliree  days,  but 
it  came  in  this  evening.  But  1 will  send  anotlier  down  and  keep  it 
there  till  I hear  something  positive  about  a boat.  1 must  have  one 
to  cross,  for  there  are  no  boats  in  the  Tennessee,  and  to  build  flats  to 
cross  an  army  would  be  a big  job.  But  I feel  that  I am  already  ful- 
filling General  Halleck’s  plan  in  occupying  the  attention  of  a mate- 
rial part  of  Bragg’s  men — all  his  cavalry.  The  break  in  the  railroad 
at  Bear  Creek  is  very  bad — the  bridge  itself  and  a great  many  small 
trestles  for  3 miles  out  to  Buzzard  Roost — but  Colonel  Flad  is  very 
active  and  promises  me  the  road  across  Bear  Creek  by  Sunday.  I 
was  down,  but  mistrust  his  ability.  Still,  Fuller’s  brigade  cannot  be 
up  by  that  time,  and  I cannot  well  leave  till  he  is  here  to  cover  this 
point. 

I will  go  to  Tuscumbia  to  attack  this  cavalry,  and  may 'cross  at 
Eastport,  according  to  whether  I can  get  my  boats  up  to  Florence  or 
not.  Osterhaus,  in  the  advance,  has  had  some  hard  skirmishing,  as 
he  says,  with  Stephen  D.  Lee’s  cavalry,  but  he  drove  the  enemy  in 
every  instance,  only  at  some  cost.  I will  send  all  my  reports  through 
you,  and  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  forward  them  to  General  Grant’s 
headquarters  and  telegraph  such  parts  to  Halleck  as  you  may  deem 
proper. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Cormnanding. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

luka,  Miss.,  October  22,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth : 

Dear  General  : I thank  you  for  the  budget  of  news,  which  is 
most  serviceable,  as  we  can  approximate  the  truth.  Of  course,  hei*e 
I am  balked  by  Bear  Creek,  wliicli  is  a worse  break  than  was  repre- 
sented to  me.  I have  my  three  leading  divisions  across  Bear  Creek, 
and  all  hands  are  busy  at  the  bridge  and  trestles.  The  enemy  skir- 
mished briskly  the  day  before  yesterday  and  yesterday.  We  have 
lost  8 killed  and  about  35  wounded  in  all.  Among  the  dead  is 
Colonel  Torrence,  Thirtieth  Iowa. 

I think  it  well  established  that  both  Lee,  who  came  from  Jack- 
son,  Clinton,  and  Canton,  with  about  4,000  good  cavalry,  is  to  my 
front  with  Roddey’s  brigade,  and  I think  also  that  Wheeler’s  cav- 
alry has  been  driven  out  of  Tennessee,  and  is  now  resting  between 
here  and  Decatur.  If  all  this  cavalry  turns  on  me  I will  have  a nice 
time,  but  can’t  help  it,  and  if  Porter  gets  me  up  some  boats  to  East- 
port  I will  checkmate  them.  The  Tennessee  is  in  very  fine  boating- 
order  for  4 feet,  and  I expect  daily  a boat  up  from  Cairo  ; also  a ferry 
boat. 

I have  had  the  river  examined  well,  and  am  more  than  satisfied 
we  cannot  ford  even  on  the  shoals.  Of  course,  I don’t  believe  the 
rejiort  you  sent  of  the  capture  of  Banks  and  fifteen  regiments.  Dick 
Taylor  was  somewhere  west  of  the  river,  between  Alexandria  and 
{Shreveport.  That  is  ground  familiar  to  me,  and  I know  Dick  Tay- 
lor cannot  get  to  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  with  anything  lixe 
an  army.  After  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  we  relaxed  our  efforts  and 
subsided.  The  secesh,  on  the  contrary,  increased  theirs  amazingly. 
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The  rascals  displayed  an  energy  worthy  a better  canse  ; bnt  so  it  is. 
But  when  they  come  to  the  pinch  they  don’t  tight  equal  to  the 
numbers.  Chalmers’  dispatch  is  a sample.  He  captured  the  camp 
of  the  Seventh  Illinois,  otf  on  Hatch’s  expedition.  Nothing  else 
of  moment,  but  he  may  again  attempt  the  road;  but  Hurlbut  has 
plenty  to  checkmate  him,  if  he  don’t  attempt  to  follow,  but  antici- 
pate him  and  interpose  between  the  railroad  and  Tallahatchie.  I 
propose  to  finish  the  bridge  and  prepare  to  move  on  to  Tuscuin- 
iDia,  but  in  the  end  may  actually  cross  at  Eastport.  My  orders  are 
fully  comprehended  in  thus  drawing  from  Rosecrans  the  cavalry 
that  have  heretofore  bothered  him.  I had  a regiment  at  Eastport. 
A party  crossed  over  who  saw  no  one,  but  heard  the  river  was  pa- 
troled  so  as  to  report  all  our  movements. 

I will  fortify  this  place  somewhat,  so  that  if  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
attempts  to  operate  against  it  they  will  catch  more  than  they  bar- 
gain for.  Corinth  is  too  formidable  a place  for  them  to  dream  of 
an  attack,  but  you  should  keep  a couple  of  regiments  disposable  to 
take  the  offensive. 

I am  much  obliged  for  all  information,  and  will  impart  all  posi- 
tive information  to  you.  Keep  me  well  advised  from  day  to  day  of 
Fuller’s  approach. 

I have  one  brigade  at  Barnesville,  two  here,  and  three  divisions 
front  of  Bear  Creek. 

I am,  &c.. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863 — 12  noon. 

(Received  6 p.  m.,  23d.) 
Major-General  H allege,  General-in-Chief  : 

By  courier  I learn  that  Burnside  had  a fight  yesterday  with  the 
enemy  at  Philadelphia.  Result  unknown.  He  is  concentrating  at 
Kingston.  Has  withdrawn  his  cavalry  from  Post  Oak  Springs. 
River  only  observed  by  courier  from  mouth  of  Sale  Creek  up.  I 
have  it  guarded  as  well  as  I can  from  Sale  Creek  down.  Scouts 
report  that  a considerable  force  marched  toward  Knoxville  day 
before  yesterday.  Deserters  report  that  their  heavy  guns  were  re- 
moved five  or  six  days  since.  Their  force  in  our  front  does  not 
diminish  in  appearance.  We  are  getting  supplies  enough,  notwith- 
standing the  loss  of  wagons  by  Wheeler’s  raid  and  the  bad  condition 
of  the  roads  hence  to  Bridgeport.  Hope  to  move  Hooker  in  a few 
days,  to  open  the  wagon  road  and  railroad  from  here  to  Bridgeport. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General. 


Chattanooga,  October  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

Our  advices  indicate  activity  on  the  part^  of  the  enemy  and  a 
movement  of  troops  toward  London.  We  will  guard  the  river  as 
far  up  as  Smith’s  Ferry,  but  can  go  no  higher.  Let  ns  hear  from 
you.  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Chattanooga,  October  22,  1863. 

(Received  26th.) 


Major-General  Burnside  : 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  increase  your  small-arm  ammuni- 
tion to  500  rounds  and  artillery  to  300  rounds. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-  General. 


Loudon,  October  22,  1863—6  p.  m. 

General  Burnside: 

The  cavalry  have  returned  to  camp.  The  enemy  occupy  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  the  half-way  ground  between  this  place  and  Sweet 
Water. 

Our  line  of  battle  to-day  was  formed  within  half  a mile  of  that 
place.  Beyond  our  line  the  road  winds  through  a defile  ; they  had 
troops  on  either  flank,  and  doubtless  designed  to  entrap  us.  The 
skirmishing  to-day  was  without  material  results. 

JULIUS  WHITE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Loudon,  October  22,  1863. 

General  Burnside  : 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  20th,  I reached  Sweet  Water  about 
11  a.  m.  I met  at  that  point  the  advance  of  General  Vaughn’s,  for- 
merly Forrest’s,  division  of  cavalry.  He  violated  my  flag  and  kept 
me  a prisoner  until  this  morning. 

There  is  at  Sweet  Water  the  division  of  General  Stevenson,  num- 
bering about  8,000  infantry,  with  artillery.  They  are  exchanged 
Vicksburg  prisoners.  Have  you  a locomotive  or  train  you  can  send 
me  ? I would  like  to  come  up  immediately,  unless  you  are  coming 
down  here. 

DUNCAN  A.  PELL, 
Captain,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Knoxville,  October  22,  1863—1.30  a.  ni. 

(Received  3.50  p.  m.) 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President : • 

Your  dispatch  received.  We  have  already  over  3,000  in  the  three- 
years’  service  and  half  armed ; about  2,500  home  guards.  Many 
more  recruits  could  have  been  had  for  the  three-years’  service  but 
for  the  want  of  clothing  and  camp  equipage;  we  have  not  means  of 
bringing  those  things  with  us,  and  since  our  arrival  we  have  not 
been  able  to  accumulate  them  by  transportation  from  Kentucky. 

Our  command  is  now  and  has  been  ever  since  our  arrival  on  half 
rations  of  everything,  except  fresh  beef.  We  have  no  rations  of 
beans,  rice,  pickles,  &c.,  in  fact  no  small  stores  but  sugar,  coffee, 
and  salt ; but  the  command  is  remarkably  happy,  cheerful,  and  will- 
ing, and  I hope  we  are  all  ready  for  any  ordinary  emergency.  The 
country  thus  far  has  supplied  an  abundance  of  forage.  We  are  suf- 
fering considerably  for  want  of  shoes  and  clothing,  and  horseshoes. 
I have  told  General  Halleck  fully  as  to  our  position.  A road  has 
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• been  surveyed  from  Clinton  to  the  mouth  of  Big  South  Fork  on  the 
Cumberland,  from  which  point  are  transported  supplies.  After  the 
Cumberland  Kiver  becomes  navigable  to  that  place  we  will  com- 
mence work  on  it  at  once  with  a view  to  making  a good  winter  road. 
It  runs  along  the  line  of  the  projected  railroad  and  will  be  of  ma- 
terial assistance  in  building  the  railroad.  The  railroad  is  already 
built  from  this  place  to  within  8 miles  of  Clinton  and  is  graded  that 
8 miles.  I hope  to  take  iron  enough  from  the  track  above.  I have 
to  finish  this  grade  to  Clinton,  and  I have  already  made  arrange- 
ments to  build  the  railroad  bridge  at  that  place.  The  abutments  are 
already  built.  After  the  wagon  road  is  repaired,  the  entire  force 
will  be  put  to  work  grading  the  railroad  from  Clinton  to  the  Cum- 
berland to  meet  the  road  we  are  building  in  Kentucky.  I have  un- , 
derstood  that  some  obstacles  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  this 
work  by  persons  declaring  that  the  expenditures  would  not  be  au^ 
thorized.  If  such  is  the  case,  I should  have  been  notified  of  it,  and 
thereby  save  myself  and  others  connected  with  the  work,  very  serious 
embarrassment.  I am  daily  becoming  more  satisfied  of  wisdom, 
necessity,  and  efficiency  of  the  work. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General, 


Knoxville,  October  22,  1863—3  a.  m. 

Major-General  Grant: 

Your  dispatch  received.  It  is  owing  altogether  to  the  circum- 
stances as  to  which  is  the  key  point  in  East  Tennessee.  If  we  are 
here  with  a view  to  co-operate  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
alone,  and  uniting  with  that  army  in  case  of  any  reverse  to  either,  a 
point  opposite  Kingston  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  is 
certainly  the  key  point;  if  we  are  expected  to  hold  the  line  between 
Southwest  Kentucky  and  Chattanooga  with  a view  to  creating  a 
diversion  in  favor  of,  or  rendering  assistance  to,  either  army  in  Ken- 
tucky or  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  then  it  is  [plain]  to  me  that 
Loudon,  Knoxville,  and  some  point  as  far  up  the  road  as  possible 
should  be  strongly  held. 

A dispatch  from  Halleck  to-day,  a copy  of  which  he  sent  to  you, 
would  indicate  that  he  now  regards  the  latter  place  as  the  proper  one, 
which  I did  not  understand  to  be  his  position  before.  If  Kingston 
is  regarded  as  the  key-point,  the  line  of  railroad  from  Bristol  to  Lou- 
don should  be  held,  I think,  by  just  force  enough  to  completely  de- 
stroy it  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  fall  back  upon  Kings- 
ton, evacuating  the  entire  country  east  of  it,  except  such  portions  of 
it  as  could  be  held  by  small  bodies  of  cavalry. 

I have  already  taken  steps  for  the  improvement  of  the  road  from 
Clinton  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  South  Fork. 

Steps  taken  by  me  toward  building  a railroad  from  the  Cumberland 
to  this.  I will  have  working  parties  put  on  the  road  at  once  from 
Kingston  to  McMinnville,  by  way  of  Crossville  and  Sparta.  Cannot 
working  parties  be  sent  out  from  McMinnville  to  meet  ours  ? 

We  need  about  25,000  suits  of  clothing.  We  have  been  on  half 
rations  ever  since  our  arrival  of  everything  except  fresh  beef  and 
bread  ; in  fact  we  have  had  no  small  rations  except  sugar,  coffee,  and 
salt,  but  the  command  is  in  good  condition  and  ready  for  any  ordered 
emergency. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 
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Knoxville,  October  22,  1863. 

(Received  24th.) 

Major-General  Grant  : 

The  following  dispatch  was  sent  to  General  Halleck  last  night : 


Your  dispatch  (21st)  received.  All  portions  of  this  command  have  been  kept  in 
readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice  ever  since  our  arrival,  and  in  fact  have  kept 
on  moving  nearly  all  the  time.  Our  last  move  up  the  country  was  made  with  a 
view  to  discovering  the  enemy  above  the  Virginia  line  and  showing  him  that  we 
were  ready  to  meet  any* force  that  he  might  send  against  us  in  that  direction,  and 
possibly  creating  a diversion  in  favor  o;  Meade’s  army.  Had  I felt  that  Rosecrans’ 
army  was  perfectly  secured,  I should  have  pushed  the  movement  farther  with  a 
view  to  the  destruction  of  the  salt-works,  but  my  instructions  and  Rosecrans’  call 
for  assistance  forbid.  I will  communicate  fully  with  General  Grant  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  successfully  meet  any  emergency  that  may  arise.  The  enemy  attacked  our 
cavalry  under  Colonel  W'olford  yesterday  at  Philadelphia,  driving  them  back  upon 
Loudon,  capturing  six  mountain  howitzers  and  a portion  of  the  wagon  train  and 
camp  equipage.  To-day  we  have  driven  them  back  beyond  Philadelphia.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  attacking  column  is  composed  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry, 
under  command  of  Buckner,  but  I am  disinclined  to  believe  it.  We  are  ready, 
however,  to  make  a good  defense.  ' 

Loudon  has  been  pretty  well  fortified  and  has  been  considerably  re-enforced.  I 
hope  to  report  more  definitely  to-morrow  the  nature  of  the  attacking  force.  The 
indications  now  are  that  the  enemy  is  advancing  in  considerable  force  on  to  Loudon, 
and  it  is  also  reported  that  they  are  crossing  between  Post  Oak  Springs  and  Cotton- 
port.  This  last  report  is  not  well  defined. 


A.  E.  BURKSIDE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Allen, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sherman  has  just  telegraphed  that  there  is  8 feet  of  water  on  shoals 
in  Tennessee  River.  Send  him  a good  ferry-boat  as  soon  as  possible. 
Wheeler’s  cavalry  are  at  Decatur  and  Florence,  8,000  strong. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863. 

(Received  12.45  p.  m.,  27th.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief: 

^ General  Sherman  telegraphs  that  Wheeler’s  cavalry  is  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  cut  off  by  high  water  from  Bragg.  He 
urgently  asks  for  a steam  ferry-boat.  A pretty  heavy  force  is  oppos- 
ing his  advance.  Osterhaus  had  a pretty  severe  fight  yesterday, 
losing  8 killed  and  20  wounded.  Colonel  Torrence,  Thirtieth  Iowa, 
is  killed.  Dodge  telegraphs  from  Corinth  that  Pickett  went  to 
Grenada  to  check  McPherson’s  movement  from  Vicksburg.  Few 
troops  on  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Davis  reviewed  Bragg’s  troops 
on  the  11th  and  12th,  and  has  gone  back  to  Richmond.  Chalmers 
is  south  of  Tallahatchie,  recruiting  for  another  move  on  railroad. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- General. 


(Same  to  Grant.) 
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Corinth,  October  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Southern  dates  to  18th.  On  15th  Johnston  left  Meridian  for 
Mobile. 

Chalmers  sends  following  dispatch,  dated  Byhalia,  October  12: 

We  have  torn  up  the  railroad  in  four  places  and  attacked  Collierville  yesterday 
morning.  Sherman,  with  part  of  Smith’s  brigade,  en  route  for  Corinth,  arrived  as 
we  did.  We  drove  the  enemy  into  their  intrenchments  andiburned  his  camp,  with 
considerable  stores,  also  30  wagons,  and  brought  off  20.  We  took  5 colors  and  104 
prisoners.  Our  loss  was  50  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss  very  heavy. 
General  Smith  and  Colonel  Anthony  were  killed.  Re-enforcements  coming  from 
Germantown  and  La  Fayette.  We  retreated. 

Chalmers’  Jackson  dispatch  of  15th,  pretending  to  be  taken  from 
New  Orleans  papers,  says  Dick  Taylor  has  captured  Banks  and 
fifteen  regiments  ; that  1,300  paroled  prisoners  arrived  at  New 
Orleans.  Charleston  dates  say  that  both  sides  are  firing  without 
much  effect ; that  Gilmer  was  still  at  work.  Richmond  dates  claim 
that  Lee  took  700  prisoners  at  Warrenton.  Davis  has  returned  to 
Richmond.  An  able  editorial  in  relation  to  his  visit  says  Davis  is 
determined  to  repossess  Tennessee ; that  it  has  fed  his  armies  and 
we  must  have  it ; that  Bragg,  in  the  center,  will  press  Rosecrans ; 
that  Lee  will  sweep  down  on  East  Tennessee,  while  the  Mississippi 
army  comes  up  on  the  left ; that  the  big  battle  will  be  fought  some 
distance  from  Chattanooga,  and  that  soon. 

Accounts  from  Northern  Louisiana  give  doleful  accounts  of  the 
spirits  of  the  citizens.  Hopes  late  victories  will  cheer  them  up. 
Papers  are  full  of  orders  for  paroled  Vicksburg  troops  to  rendezvous 
at  Enterprise,  Miss. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cherokee,  Ala.,  October  22,  1863. 

Capt.  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

Captain  : I had  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  yesterday,  the 
official  report  of  which  was  forwarded  through  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 
jr.  To-day  I ordered  my  wounded  to  be  brought  to  the  rear.  Please 
send  a train  to  Clear  Creek  Station,  if  you  think  proper,  to  meet  the 
ambulances. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  JOS.  OSTERHAUS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I ascertained  this  morning  that  General  Lee,  with  two 
brigades,  was  in  my  front  yesterday. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  October  22,  1863. 

Col.  J.  K.  Mills, 

Commanding , Union  City  : 

Colonel  Black  just  informs  me  from  Paducah  that  Faulkner  and 
Newsom  were  at  McLemoresville  at  10  a m,  on  the  20th,  intending 
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to  move  oil  Mayfield,  to  g’obble  up  the  company  at  that  point.  Keep 
a sharp  watch  out  in  the  direction  of  Boydsville,  and  move  a suffi- 
cient cavalry  force  in  that  direction.  If  you  ascertain  the  report  to 
be  true,  follow  them  up  and  cut  off  their  retreat,  T bey  are  reported 


to  he  700  Strong. 


A.  J.  SMITH, 

Brig  a dier-deiierdL 


Headouarteks  Sixteenth  Army  Corj’s. 

MemgdnSj  Term.,  October  22,  ISOo. 

Brig.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth,  Miss.  : 

Faulkner  has  crossed  the  Tennessee  to  break  up  the  repairs  of  the 
railroad.  Ascertain  his  strength  and  send  word  to  our  force  in  or 
north  of  Jackson.  Lee’s  500  are  to  replace  the  troops  gone  south. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  be  very  watchful  over  Wheeler  and  others,  as 
they  may  avoid  Sherman’s  infantry  and  come  around  upon  our  line. 

Chalmers  is  at  Water  Valley,  repairing  railroad  and  getting  sup- 
plies. I have  heard  nothing  of  Harrison  until  now.  These  dis- 
orderly recruiters  cost  more  than  they  come  to.  Anything  heard 
from  Spencer  yet  ? 

. S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General. 


Corinth,  October  22,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Scout  in  from  Decatur.  Wheeler’s  division,  Lee’s  division,  two 
brigades  of  General  Walker’s,  Roddey’s  brigade  all  below  Decatur 
and  Tuscumbia  on  south  side  of  river.  Colonel  Forrest,  with  350 
men,  near  Cane  Creek  ; they  say  they  are  going  to  make  a raid  into 
rear  of  Sherman  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  they  are  there.  Don’t  think  they  will  come  tliis  way  vei-y 
soon. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Corinth,  October  22,  [1863.] 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Scout  left  Okolona  yesterday  morning.  One  week  ago  last  Mon- 
day, Loring  went  round  to  Grenada  with  his  forces  to  check  a move 
of  our  forces  from  Vicksburg.  Adams’  troops  are  scattered  on 
Mobile  and  Ohio,  and  Meridian  and  Jackson  Railroad.  Two  regi- 
ments of  Loring’s  went  to  Selma,  and  one,  the  Twenty -sixth  Missis- 
sippi, went  to  Eutaw,  Greene  County,  Ala.  Hare  went  to  New  Al- 
bany on  Monday.  No  troops  at  Okolona.  Report  is  current  that 
Grant  and  his  army  are  moving  this  way  to  Rosecrans.  Jeff.  Davis 
reviewed  Bragg’s  troops  on  the  11th  and  12th.  Chalmers  is  south  of 
Wyatt  fixing  for  another  raid.  I will  send  newspaper  extracts. 
Could  hear  nothing  of  McPherson. 


45  R R—VOL  XXXI,  FT  I 


G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigad  ier-  General, 
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Munfokdville,  October  22,  1868. 

Capt.  A.  C.  Semple, 

Louisville : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Messenger  just  in  from  Greensburg. 
Rebels  left  there  last  night  ; at  12  o’clock  returned  south;  they  are 
by  this  time  on  the  Cumberland.  Robbed  bank,  stores,  &;c. ; they 
made  no  distinction.  Part  of  the  force  went  in  direction  of  New 
Haven.  It  is  supposed  that  only  50  or  100  left  in  that  direction. 
The  force  sent  from  this  place  last  night  will  pursue  them.  It  em- 
braces part  of  Thirty -third  Kentucky,  Captain  Baker’s  company. 
Thirty-fifth  Kentucky,  and  all  the  available  mounted  force  at  Glas- 
gow. I have  instructed  Colonel  Strickland  to  mount  all  the  force  he 
could  at  Glasgow,  and  look  out  for  the  party  in  every  direction.  I 
have  used  every  saddle  at  this  post  to  mount  men  last  night.  Ko 
horses  here,  no  saddles  at  Glasgow.  Is  it  necessary  to  pursue  on 
foot?  If  you  wish,  as  soon  as  I can  get  detachment  will  go  to 
Greensburg  and  arrest  all  persons  giving  aid  and  comfort.  Answer. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Munfgrdville,  October  22,  1868. 

Captain  Semple,  Louisville : 

Say  to  Colonel  Weatherford  that  alb  my  force  is  out.  They  are 
eitlier  in  pursuit  of  rebels  going  south  from  Greensburg  or  followed 
those  going  toward  New  Haven.  Special  messenger  left  with  in- 
structions for  Captain  Hare  to  move  his  mounted  force  in  direction 
of  Lebanon  Branch.  The  remaining  force  left  at  Glasgow  are  with- 
out horses  or  equipments.  If  they  will  mount  100  men  at  Lebanon 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  driving  the  rebels  from  the  road. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 

' Brigadier- General. 


Munfordville,  October  22,  1868. 

Cai^tain  Semple, 

Assistant  Axljidant- General : 

My  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry,  200  strong,  left  here  last  night, 
with  instructions  to  get  on  track  of  rebels  and  follow  them.  I have 
sent  special  messenger  to  Captain  Hare,  at  Nolin,  to  intercept  them, 
if  possible. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1868 — 9.80  p.  m. 

(Received  10  p.  m.,  25th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in  - Ch  ief : 

Have  just  arrived.  I will  write  to-morrow.  Please  approve  order 
placing  General  Sherman  in  command  of  Department  and  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  with  headquarters  in  the  field.  I think  it  much  pref- 
erable to  leave  departments  as  they  are  to  consolidating  the  three 
into  one, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General,  Comwanding, 
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Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

Decherdy  October  2-3,  I8(5i>. 


General  George  Crook, 

Conimanding  Cavalry,  Maysville: 

We  have  riiniors  tliat  Genei'als  Wlieeler  and  Lee  are  })rex)aring  to 
cross  the  river  and  make  anotlier  raid  on  our  cominnnications.  From 
captured  dispatches  of  General  Wlieeler  we  learn  tliat  General  Lee's 
cavalry,  said  to  he  2,500,  had  arrived  at  Florence.  Wliat  do  you 
hear  of  the  movements  of  Wheeler,  Lee,  and  Roddey  ? General 
Mitchell  directs  me  to  inquire. 

WM.  H.  8INCLA1K, 


. Lv.s- Istant  Adjutant- (Jeue ra.L 


Stevenson,  October  23,  JS03. 

Major-General  Reynolds. 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I am  informed  that  railroad  transportation  will  now  be  furnished  to 
concentrate  my  command  at  Bridgeport.  General  Crook,  under  date 
of  21st,  advises  me  that  Roddey  swam  Elk  River  Sunday,  and  has  now 
(u-ossed  the  Tennessee.  The  river  still  impassable.  Wheeler  across 
the  river  patrolling  the  banks.  Crook  will  try  and  get  news  of  Sher- 
man. Sent  scouting  party  down  river  in  boats 'on  19th  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  go  as  far  as  shoals.  Captain  Gurley  and  his  brother,  a lieu- 
tenant, have  been  captured.  Gurley  was  the  murderer  of  McCook. 
Heavy  rains  last  night  and  now. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-  General. 


Brow^nsborough, 

October  23,  1803. 


Brigadier-General  Garfield, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

My  scouts  have  returned  from  the  other  side  of  Athens,  and  report 
that  General  Roddey  with  his  force  only  went  to  Mooresville,  where 
he  remained  until  Sunday  morning,  when  he  swam  Elk  River,  and 
it  is  said  by  all  the  citizens  that  he  has  crossed  the  Tennessee.  The 
Elk  River  is  still  impassable.  I arrived  here  Saturday  evening.  I 
sent  a scouting  party  down  Flint  River  in  a boat  to  navigate  the 
Tennessee  down  to  the  shoals.  They  will  find  out  all  the  particulars. 
Captain  Kilburn,  with  a scouting  party,  last  night  caught  the  no- 
torious Captain  Gurley  and  his  brother,  a lieutenant,  who  murdered 
General  McCook.  I have  caught  several  of  their  men  since  I have 
been  here.  If  I remain  here  I hope  to  clear  this  country  of  guerrillas 
before  long. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

GEORGE  CROOK. 


Br  igadier-  Gene  ral. 


Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard  : 


Near  Maysville, 
October  23,  1S6%3 — 11  a.  m. 


General  Lee  arrived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  the  day 
Wheeler  recrossed,  T had  reported  this  fact  to  General  Mitcliell  at 
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Declierd.  My  scouting  parties  report  that  they  are  not  crossing  to 
ihis  side.  The  Tennessee  River  cannot  be  forded,  and  with  facilities 
they  liave  for  crossing  the  river  it  would  be  a very  difficult  matter 
for  them  to  cross.  I will  know  positively,  however,  in  very  short 
time  whether  they  are  crossing  or  not.  ’My  horses  are  so  badly  used 
up  for  want  of  shoes  and  the  hard  service  they  have  done  the  last 
month,  that  I could  not  get  on  more  than  half  my  command,  and 
they  with  only  poor  horses.  I wanted  to  remain  at  Declierd  and  get 
my  command  in  good  condition,  but  I was  peremptorily  ordered  here. 
Thus  far,  owing  to  the  high  waters,  I have  been  unable  to  get  horses, 
stores,  or  clothing  for  my  men,  but  I expect  to  get  some  to-day. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Stevenson, 

October  23,  1863 — 2.20  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger, 

Nashville : 

A cavalry  guerrilla  force  of  800,  not  well  armed  or  well  organized, 
are  now  at  Milton.  A scout  of  General  Slocum’s  was  in  their  camp 
yesterday.  Their  intention  is  to  cut  our  communications.  General 
Hooker  expects  you  to  look  after  them  and  disperse  them.  Acknow- 
ledge. 

DANE.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  23,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Knoxville,  Tenn. : 

I can  learn  nothing  further  of  Lee’s  movements.  W ould  it  not  be 
well  for  your  cavalry  to  destroy  the  railroad  north  of  Holston  River 
as  far  as  possible,  and  also  to  remove  all  supplies  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  valley,  so  that  the  enemy  can  find  no  subsistence  ? Some 
time  ago  I ordered  an  expedition  from  West  Virginia  to  cut  the 
railroad  above  Wytheville,  but  have  heard  nothing  of  it.  Could 
you  subsist  any  additional  troops,  if  sent  to  you  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

In  the  Field : 

Rosecrans  telegraphs  to  Halleck  that  on  the  10th  General  Crook 
defeated  Wheeler  and  drove  him  over  the  Tennessee  and  captured  4 
pieces  of  artillery,  1,000  stand  of  arms,  and  740  prisoners  besides 
wounded.  Total  loss  estimated,  2,000. 

These  troops  now  .on  this  side  will  probably  annoy  you  and  send  a 
force  round  to  operate  on  this  road  or  will  be  recalled  to  Rome. 

I have  again  urgently  sent  for  a steam  ferry-boat  and  have  re- 
ported to  Admiral  Porter. 

^ S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General.  • 
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Major-General  Hurlbut, 

^fentp/iLs  : 

One  of  my  aides  is  jnst  ])ack  from  the  front.  All  well  to-day. 
Plenty  of  forage  at  the  front.  The  forces  encountered  yesterday  were 
Lee’s  cavalry,  two  brigades,  and  the  only  reason  why  we  lost  some 
officers  and  men  was  that  one  of  our  advance  regiments  mistook  the 
enemy  for  our  own  people  on  account  of  their  having  some  of  our 
blue  overcoats.  Rajilroad  beyond  Cane  Creek  doubtless  badly  de- 
stroyed. I can  use  it  up  to  Eastport  and  now  need  only  a steamer. 
I keep  a regiment  at  Eastport  to  advise  me  of  an  arrival.  I send 
one  of  my  aides  to  the  bridge  this  afternoon  to  reijort  progress,  but 
I calculate  the  bridge  being  done  by  Sunday  night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  Dodge.) 


Corinth,  October  23,  1863. 


Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

I heard  from  Spencer  three  days  out.  All  right.  I hope  Sher- 
man’s advance  will  draw  their  attention  from  him.  Sherman  has 
lost  about  40  killed  and  wounded  skirmishing.  Colonel  Torrence, 
Thirtieth  Iowa,  killed.  Have  sent  a man  to  Jackson.  Did  not  know 
we  had  troops  there.  Where  is  McPherson  ? 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Corinth,  October  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

Falkner,  who  went  with  Lee,  has  crossed  Tennessee  at  Tuscum- 
bia  and  at  Swallow  Bluff,  and  is  now  between  here  and  Jackson,  no 
doubt  to  break  up  the  railroad  to  Columbus  and  stop  the  repairs. 
Five  liundred  of  Lee’s  cavalry  passed  down  the  Tuscumbia  and  Cot- 
ton-gin road  three  nights  ago.  No  doubt  were  going  to  replace  the 
force  that  left  Okolona. 

Chalmers  is  at  Water  Valley,  repairing  damages,  building  rail- 
road, &c.  Do  not  hear  of  McPherson.  Fuller  will  be  at  Chewalla 
to-night. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  Gene  ral. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  23,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps,  Vicksburg : 

I inclose  you  letter  from  Dodge.  Wheeler’s  entire  cavalry  has 
been  driven  south  of  the  Tennessee,  say  8,000,  and  are  now  cut  off 
by  the  rise  of  the  river  from  Middle  Tennessee.  They  are  annoying 


*8ee  Dodge  to  Harris,  October  21,  p.  691. 
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Sherman  considerably,  and  will  be  around  on  my  line  soon,  if  they 
do  not  start  back  for  Rome. 

Colonel  Spencer,  with  his  Alabama  cavalry,  has  started  four  days 
since  for  Selma,  to  destroy  the  road.  Grant  is  at  Louisville.  No 
other  news  of  consequence. 

Yours. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

luJca,  October  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Commanding, ' Memphis : 

Dear  General:  I have  this  moment  received  the  notice*  by  tele- 
graph that  General  Grant  is  to  command  the  Armies  of  the  Ohio, 
the  Cumberland,  and  the  Tennessee,  and  that  I am  to  command  the 
latter. 

I have  striven  hard  to  avoid  large  and  independent  commands, 
but  am  so  impressed  with  the  wisdom  and  importance  of  this  change 
that  I will  undertake  anything.  I think  my  position  here  at  the 
shoulder  of  the  Tennessee  is  a great  point  for  offense  or  defense,  and 
I must  make  it  tell. 

Before  sending  ammunition  for  the  Burnside  carbines  wait  for  tlie 
requisition,  which  goes  in  to-morrow. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  October  23,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hawkins, 

Commanding  Goodrich’s  Landing : 

General  : Your  letter  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  a portion 
of  your  command  in  repairing  the  levees  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lake  Providence  duly  received,  and  forwarded  to  the  major-general 
commanding  the  department. 

As  far  as  my  observation  goes,  I do  not  think  the  present  scheme  of 
leasing  and  working  plantations  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  General 
Government,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  plan  suggested  by  you  of 
dividing  up  the  plantations  into  half  and  quarter  sections,  and  letting' 
f hem  out  to  industrious  laborers  of  the  Northwest  would,  if  carried 
out,  be  far  more  remunerative  to  the  United  States,  and  would  event- 
ually result  in  getting  a loyal  population  along  the  river  sufficiently 
numerous  to  protect  itself  against  guerrilla  raids,  biit  I doubt  whether 
there  is  any  law  for  confiscating  and  dividing  up  plantations  in  this 
manner ; and,  furtherm'ore.  What  we  want  now  is  soldiers  to  crush 
out  the  rebellion,  and,  in  order  that  so  many  may  not  be  required 
for  defensive  purposes,  simply  to  hold  the  country  pnssed  over  by 
our  troops,  we  want  some  strongly  fortified  places,  which  compara- 
tively small  garrisons  can  hold,  thereby  rendering  a large  portion  of 
the  army  available  for  offensive  warfare.  Therefore,  I consider  that 


* Telegraphed  by  Hurlbut. 
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your  force  can  be  better  employed,  for  tlie  present  at  least,  drilling 
and  erecting  fortifications,  than  in  repairing  levees  ; besides,  I want 
as  many  men  here  as  I can  possibly  get,  to  construct  the  new  line  of 
defenses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

' Major-General. 


Headquarters  Southern  Central  Kentucky, 

Munfordville,  October  23,  1863. 

Capt.  A.  C.  Semple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

This  post  can  be  held  with  the  force  now  here  belonging  to  the 
Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery.  Would  it  not  be  a good 
idea  to  mount  the  battalion  of  the  Thirty -third  Kentucky  Volunteer 
Infantry,  if  it  can  be  done  ? They  can  be  made  very  effective  for 
scouting  purposes.  The  present  mounted  force  is  inefficient,  and  it 
is  perfect  nonsense  to  think  of  hunting  down  rebels  with  infantry. 
If  we  do  not  get  a mounted  force,  and  that  speedily,  the  southern 
central  portion  of  Kentucky  will  be  subjected  to  constant  raids.  In 
addition  the  mounted  force  can  move  quickly,  more  thoroughly  pro- 
tect the  railroad  by  using  them  on  the  border  counties.  I have  no 
saddles  and  but  few  bridles,  and  indifferent  horses.  Requisitions 
have  been  made  for  horses  and  equipments.  Please  give  my  sug- 
gestion your  earnest  attention,  and,  if  favored,  assist  me  in  carrying 
it  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  Geri  eral. 


Munfordville,  October  23,  186:>. 

Colonel  Strickland,  Glasgow: 

Richardson  plundered  Bardstown  this  morning.  Wires  cut  on 
Lebanon  branch.  Send  your  45  men  up  Bardstown  pike  toward  New 
Haven.  If  they  require  fresh  horses,  let  them  get  them  on  road  ; 
deliver  them  to  owners  wlien  they  return.  If  they  meet  with  any  of 
Major  Martin’s  force  on  the  way,  let  them  go  with  them.  Captain 
Hare’s  men  were  ordered  from  Nolin  last  night,  going  in  same 
direction. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Munfordville,  October  23,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

Captain  Semple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Louisville: 

Forty-five  men  have  been  mounted  at  Glasgow,  and  will  move 
toward  New  Haven.  Captain  Hare  was  ordered  last  night  from 
Nolin  to  move  toward  Lel)anon  branch  road.  Have  not  heard  from 
Major  Martin.  Sux)pose  he  is  in  pursuit  of  rebels  going  south  from 
Greensburg.  All  means  for  moiinting  men  at  this  place  and  Glas- 
gow have  feen  exhausted. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Munfordville, 
October  23,  1863 — 6.35  p.  m. 


Captain  Semple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Louisville : 

Sixty-five  rebels  went  north  from  Greensburg.  All  the  roads  are 
guarded.  Hope  they  may  be  intercepted  on  their  return. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  Gen  eral. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  24,  1863 — 11.40  a.  m. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.  : 

From  advices  received  last  night  it  is  pretty  certain  that  EwelFs 
corps,  from  20,000  to  25,000  men,  has  left  Lee’s  army  and  gone  to 
Tennessee,  probably  by  way  of  Abingdon.  As  Burnside  will  be 
obliged  to  move  all  his  forces  up  the  valley,  you  must  guard  against 
Bragg’s  entrance  into  East  Tennessee,  above  Chattanooga. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  24,  1863—8.  p.  in. 

(Received  5.25,  25th.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck. 

Genera  l-i n - Chief : 


All  animals  that  can  be  spared  will  go  back  to-morrow  to  forage. 
One  division  of  troops  started  this  evening  to  Dave  Rankin’s  Ferry, 
to  seize  that  place,  to  enable  Hooker  to  possess  the  roads  to  Mountain 
Creek.  Once  there  we  will  have  water  communications  to  within  4 
'miles  of  here,  and  can  supply  this  place  with  beef  cattle,  or  have  them 
driven  here  as  required.  Rations  have  been  reduced.  The  enemy  is 
closely  watched,  but  if  he  should  move  against  Burnside,  or  break 
through  our  lines  between  here  and  Burnside,  it  would  be  difficult  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  roads  to  follow.  I will,  however,  do  the 
best  possible. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  . 


M ajor-  General. 


General  Orders,  } Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  1.  f . ■ luka.  Miss.,  October  24,  1863. 

, I.  Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  2,  from  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Louisville,  Ky..  of  date  October  19,  1863. 
the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

II.  Maj.  R.  M.  Sawyer,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  announced 
as  chief  of  staff. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 
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Maj.  (jeii.  William  T.  Sherman, 

(^orint/iy  Miss.  : 

Drop  every  tiling  east  of  Bear  Creek  and  move  vdtli  your  entire 
force  toward  Stevenson  until  you  receive  fui-tlier  orders.  The  enemy 
are  evidently  moving  a large  force'  toward  Cleveland,  and  may  lireak 
through  our  lines  and  move  on  Nashville,  in  which  event  your  troops 
are  the  only  forces  at  command  that  could  beat  them  there.  With 
your  forces  here  before  the  enemy  cross  the  Tennessee  we  could  turn, 
their  position  so  as  to  force  them  back  and  save  the  possibility  of  a 
move  northward  this  winter. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-  General. 

Note. — Sent  in  care  of  General  Crook,  Brovaisborough,  to  be  for- 
warded with  all  haste. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ink  a,  Miss.,  October  24,  18G:k 

Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  &c. : 

Generai.  ; I have  this  moment  received  at  the  hands  of  Lieuten- 
ant Dunn,  aide-de-camp,  copies  of  your  General  Orders,  Nos.  1 and 
2,  and  your  communication  of  October  19,*  which  shall  have  my 
immediate  and  undivided  attention. 

Two  gunboats,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  arrived  at 
Eastport,  and  that  officer  is  now  with  me,  and  I will  proceed  at  once 
to  pass  a division  over  the  Tennessee  to  move  to  Florence,  and  I 
liave  three  divisions  in  front  of  Bear  Creek,  that  have  had  several 
sharp  encounters  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  I have  ordered  them, 
to-morrow,  to  drive  them  beyond  Tuscumbia.  The  railroad  is  now 
in  fine  order  from  Memphis  to  Bear  Creek,  but  the  break  in  the 
road  beyond  is  serious  and  repairs  proceed  too  slow,  but  I hope  to 
have  the  head  of  my  column  so  advanced  that  it  will  influence 
your  enemy  in  front  of  Chattanooga.  I will  persevere  to  reach 
the  neighborhood  of  Athens,  the  point  designated  in  General  Hal- 
leck’s  orders.  I see  no  reason  for  a large  regiment  at  Paducah, 
and  will  order  it  up  in  boats  to  East])ort  and  Waterloo. 

I will  order  General  Smith,  at  Columbus,  to  take  a force  of 
cavalry  or  mounted  infantry  to  sweep  down  from  Columbus  to- 
Grand  Junction,  taking  all  the  available  horses  in  the  country. 
It  is  useless  to  be  too  delicate  on  this  score.  Either  the  United 
States  or  guerrillas  must  have  all  the  horses  in  that  region,  and  we 
might  as  well  act  on  that  supposition.  I vdll  also  instruct  General 
A.  J.  Smith  to  instruct  the  officer  in  command  to  notify  the  Union 
people  that  they  must  now  take  sides  and  expel  the  guerrillas,  else 
tlieir  country  will  be  constantly  liable  to  the  destruction  of  pur- 
suing parties  of  cavalry. 

The  Tennessee  River  is  now  available  to  us  for  supplies,  and,  if 
necessary,  we  could  absolutely  abandon  the  railroad,  but  as  Corinth, 
La  Grange,  and  other  points  have  formed  so  effectual  a barrier  in 
the  past,  I would  like  General  Grant  to  order  in  the  case.  If  infor- 
mation from  Chattanooga  indicated  any  danger  to  your  army  I 
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would  drop  everytliing  and  Iiasteii  forward,  but  General  Halleek’.s 
orders  were  positive,  to  mend  road  and  look  to  supplies  as  I pro- 
gressed, and  this  has  delayed  me. 

I wish,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  that  you  would  open  com- 
munication with  me  at  Florence. 

I will  write  to  General  Steele,  and  will  do  all  that  is  pointed  out 
in  your  letter. 

I am,  &c., 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 


Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

luka,  October  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Comdg.  Advance  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Cherokee: 

General  : I take  great  pleasure  in  telling  you  that  two  gunboats 
have  come  up  to  Eastport.  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps  writes 
that  four  more  are  coming.  He  found  good  water  all  the  way  up, 
but  says  it  is  now  impossible  to  reach  Florence  on  account  of  Colbert 
Shoals.  He  speaks  of  a good  place  to  cross  3 miles  above  Eastport, 
which  must  be  on  Colbert  Shoals. 

Please  order  a small  party  to  reconnoiter  down  to  the  river  from 
Dickson'S  Station,  i.  e.,  John  E.  Smith’s  position.  . 

But  my  mind  is  almost  concluded  that  Eastport  is  our  chief  point, 
and  that  we  can  pass  men  rapidly,  but  horses  and  mules  slowly,  un- 
less about  the  foot  of  Colbert  Shoals  we  can  work  with  a raft  for 
wagons,  boats  for  the  men,  and  swim  our  animals.  I expect  up  soon 
a good  ferry-boat,  but  we  can’t  wait  for  it ; I am  behind  time  now  : 
but  first  the  cavalry  to  your  front  must  be  furnished. 

You  may  send  your  wagons  to  the  rear  of  John  E.  Smith,  and, 
with  the  handy  force  of  two  divisions,  push  across  Cane  Creek,  get- 
ting a moonlight  start,  if  possible,  and  get  a good  shot  at  the  (*av- 
alry,  then  resume  your  present  ground,  and  I can  commence  crossing 
the  rear  division  first  at  Eastport. 

I have  telegraphic  notice  that  Grant  has  command  of  the  Armies 
of  the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  and  the  Tennessee,  and  I am  to  command 
the  latter.  This  gives  you  the  command  of  my  corps;  so  you  see  1 
was  right. 

To  attack  cavalry  with  infantry  is  always  a hard  job,  but  you 
should  strip  as  light  of  baggage  as  possible,  get  your  field  artillery 
near  the  head  of  column,  break  through  their  picket  line  before  day- 
light,  and  be  among  their  camps  and  bivouacs  as  quick  as  possible. 
Don’t  be  drawn  beyond  Tuscumbia.  Take  what  corn  you  need  and 
all  serviceable  horses,  giving  receipts.  Tell  Mr.  Goodloe,  if  he  satis- 
fies me  furtlier  in  the  campaign  that  he  is  as  good  a Union  mail  as 
lie  ought  to  be,  I will  see  that  his  receipts  are  taken  up  with  casli. 
but  at  the  outset  he  must  take  the  same  fare  as  others. 

You  may  make  this  attack  your  own  way,  reporting  to  John  E. 
Smith  that  his  front  is  uncovered,  that  he  may  be  on  his  guard. 

I will  draw  forward  my  troops  and  prepare  for  the  real  move. 

I expect  Captain  Phelps  up  in  two  hours,  and  will  discuss  the 
whole  subject  of  passing  the  Tennessee. 

Your  friend. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General, 
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Nashville,  October  24,  IHfcio. 

(Received  Wartrace,  24th.) 


Major-General  Slocum: 

I received  a letter  from  the  President,  earnestly  requesting,  if 
possible,  that  it  should  be  done.  I showed  it  to  General  Thomas. 
He  considered  it  a very  dilBficult  thing ; impracticable  at  the  time. 
Our  troops  were  suffering  the  shock  of  consolidation  of  the  Twentieth 
and  Twenty-first  Corps.  It  would  be  easier  at  a later  period,  or  to 
give  Hooker  another  corps.  Sorry  I did  not  see  you. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major-  General. 


Stevenson, 

October  24,  18G3 — 9.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds  : 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  : 

Elk  River,  [October'\  24. 

The ‘line  was  cut  about  5 miles  north  of  here  last  night  between  5 and  6 o’clock, 
A train  was  thrown  off  track  by  rebel  guerrillas  taking  two  or  three  rails  out  : 
some  five  or  seven  cars  smashed  up;  engine  turned  over  on  her  side.  The  train 
was  fired  into  by  guerrillas,  numbering  from  75  to  100.  Several  men  on  train 
wounded ; none  killed  aS  far  as  known.  Captain  Sligh,  of  First  Michigan  Engi- 
neers, had  both  legs  badly  smashed.  Colonel  Hunton  is  there,  or  was  to  be  there 
from  Nashville  this  a.  m.  about  4 o’clock.  Think  track  will  be  cleared  sufficient  to 
let  trains  pass  by  4 or  5 o’clock.  Three  box-cars  and  three  or  four  fiats,  loaded  with 
merchandise  and  lumber,  are  all  in  a heap.  I left  there  at  2 o’clock  this  a,  m.  Men 
had  already  commenced  moving  the  wreck.  Edwards,  with  men,  will  leave  hei  e 
with  tools  to  help  in  a few  minutes.  Three  trains  now  at  Estill  Springs. 

WILLIAMS, 

Operator. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

M ajor-  General. 

(Same  to  Goddard.) 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

' Decherd,  October  24,  18G3. 


Brigadier-General  Crook, 

Maysville : 

We  have  information  from  Shelbyville  that  Wheeler  is  or  was  on 
Thursday  crossing  the  river  at  Lamb’s  Ferry.  Have  you  heard  any- 
thing of  it  ? Answer.  Tlie  general  commanding  directs  that  you 
liold  your  command  in  readiness  for  any  sudden  movement. 

WM.  H.  SINCLAIR, 
Assistant  A djntant- General. 


Decherd,  October  24,  18G3. 

Major-General  Thomas: 

I have  information  from  Colonel  Galbraith,  at  Shelbyville,  whicli 
lie  considers  reliable,  that  Wheeler  was  crossing,  and  had  about  half 
of  his  command  on  this  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  on  Thursday. 
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I think  the  whole  command,  including  Crook's  and  the  mounted  in- 
fantry, should  move  at  once  to  Fayetteville  and  meet  him  there.  I 
have  notified  Crook  of  the  information,  and  directed  him  to  be  ready 
to  move  at  short  notice.  Send  me  orders  what  to  do  and  what  dis- 
positions to  make  of  the  command  at  once. 

R.  B,  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


Decherd, 

October  24,  1863—10.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Thomas: 

Later  information  from  Colonel  Galbraith  says  he  has  reliable  in- 
formation to  the  effect  that  General  Sherman's  cavalry  drove  Wheeler 
across  the  river  on  Wednesday  last.  He  has  heard  ojf  only  half  of 
his  force  crossing.  However,  he  has  scouts  out  watching,  and  will 
report  everything  he  learns. 

R.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Camman  ding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  24,  18(;3. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

A dispatch  just  received  from  General  R.  S.  Granger  says  you  are 
turning  over  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  to  him  and 
withdrawing  your  troops.  For  fear  you  may  not  have  received  for- 
mer orders,  the  general  commanding  directs  me  to  repeat  the  order 
for  you  to  leave  one  division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  to  guard  from 
Murfreesborough  to  and  including  Bridgeport.  Acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

C.  GODDARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Gen eral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chatta7iooga,  October  24.  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  Stevenson: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  the  One  hundred  and  second 
Ohio,  now  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  probably  at  Tullahoma,  be  sent 
at  once  to  Nashville.  That  as  soon  as  the  change  can  be  effected 
Colonel  Coburn’s  brigade,  except  the  regiment  at  McMinnville,  be 
concentrated  at  Murfreesborough,  relieving  the  troops  of  the  Twelfth 
Corps  now  there,  and  that  Colonel  Coburn’s  present  guard  duty  be 
performed  by  the  division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  which  previous  or- 
ders directed  you  to  leave  to  guard  the  railroad.  That  division  will 
be  held  responsible  for  the  road  from  Murfreesborough  to  Bridge- 
port, including  that  post,  while  Murfreesborough  and  the  railroad 
north  of  there  will  be  provided  for  from  other  troops.  The  changes 
of  troops  from  one  station  to  another  can  be  effected  gradually,  so  as 
not  to  leave  the  road  exposed. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

C.  GODDARD, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 
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• Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  24,  1863 — 7 p.  ui. 

General  K.  B.  Mitctiele, 

Decherd  : 

General  Crook  will  probably  ascertain  whether  Wheeler  has 
crossed ; if  he  has,  concentrate  and  meet  him  as  you  may  direct,  say 
about  Fayetteville.  General  Williams’  troops  will  be  reijlaced  by 
others. 

By  order : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-  General. 


Chattanooga,  October  24,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Mitchell  : 

In  compliance  with  your  request  the  general  commanding  has  re- 
lei ved  you  from  duty  with  the  cavalry  and  has  assigned  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  L.  Elliott  to  your  division.  You  are  ordered  to  proceed  to  Nash- 
ville and  await  further  orders.  This  will  give  you  a chance  to  rest 
and  recruit.  You  will  retain  command  until  the  arrival  of  General 
Elliott,  who  will  leave  here  to-morrow  for  Decherd. 

By  order  of  Maior-General  Thomas  : 

C.  GODDARD, 

. Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

Decherd,  October  24,  1863. 


Col.  E.  M.  McCook, 

Commanding  First  Division  Cavalry : 

Colonel  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  we  have  information  that  Wheeler  was  crossing  the  river  at 
Lamb’s  Ferry  on  Thursday.  We  are  waiting  orders  from  depart- 
ment headquarters,  and  shall  probably  move  early  in  the  morning. 
Hold  your  command  in  readiness. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  SINCLAIR, 

A assistant  A djutant-  Genera  I . 


General  Orders,  1 Headquarters  Chief  of  Artillery, 

>-  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  7.  ) Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  24,  1863. 

1.  Chiefs  of  artillery  of  divisions  will  select  100  of  their  best  horses 
in  the  batteries  of  their  divisions  to  be  retained  for  service,  the  sur- 
plus above  that  number  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  practicable  to-morrow 
(October  25,  1863)  to  Stevenson,  Ala.,  in  charge  of  a commissioned 
officer  from  each  division  and  enlisted  men  sufficient  to  allow  one  to 
each  4 horses.  The  officers  in  charge  of  these  horses  will  report  at 
Stevenson  to  Capt.  George  Estep,  Eighth  Indiana  Battery,  and  with 
their  men  will  reihain  in  charge  of  the  horses  under  his  direction. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Brannan  : 

LOUIS  J.  LAMBERT. 

Captai'n,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Artillery, 
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Washington,  ' 
October  24,  1863 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

* Knoxville,  Tenn. : 

It  now  appears  pretty  certain  that  Ewelhs  corps  has  gone  to  Ten- 
nessee, and  it  is  probable  by  Abingdon.  His  force  is  estimated  at 
from  20,000  to  25,000.  It  is  reported  that  he  left  Lee's  army  on  Mon- 
day last,  and  did  not  pass  through  to  Richmond.  It  is  therefore 
most  probable  that  he  passed  through  Lynchburg,  taking  the  road 
to  Abingdon. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-in- Chief. 


Loudon,  Tenn., 
October  24,  1863 — 4.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Thomas,  Chattanooga: 

I arrived  at  this  place  last  evening,  and  am  convinced  that  a large 
foi'ce  of  the  enemy  is  near  this  place  with  a cavalry  advance  at 
Pliiladelidiia.  It  is  reported  that  Longstreet  is  in  command,  but  the 
rei)ort  is  not  well  authenticated.  Under  our  orders  to  hold  East 
Tennessee  as  high  up  as  possible,  we  have  necessarily  to  use  a con- 
siderable portion  of  our  cavalry  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  line, 
and  the  attack  upon  the  brigade  south  of  this  place  on  the  20th 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  all  their  camp  equipage,  clothing,  and 
transportation,  so  that  they  are  not  in  the  best  condition  but  can  be 
used.  They  have  been  re-miforced  by  about  800  mounted  men  from 
Knoxville.  We  cannot  do  much  more  than  picket  river  as  far  down  as 
Blythe’s  Ferry,  xiarticularly  while  the  enemy  in  our  front  threatens. 
We  have  infantry  and  artillery  enough  to  make  good  defense  here, 
unless  we  are  greatly  outnumbered,  in  which  case  the  strength  of 
enemy  in  your  front  will  be  diminished. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Loudon,  Tenn.,  October  24,  1863 — 4 a.  m.  • 

(Received  10.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  gone  to  General  Thomas  in  answer 
to  one  from  him  informing  me  of  a movement  of  troops  in  this 
direction  : 

We  do  not  need  any  re-enforceinents,  as  we  have  as  many  men  as  we  can  feed, 
])Ossibly  more.  Much  obliged  for  the  offer  of  assistance.  We  have  been  pursuing 
the  course  advised  by  you  in  regard  to  the  railroads  and  the  supplies. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  October  24,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

I have  now  General  Grant’s  Orders,  1 and  2;  also  a long  letter, 
which  I will  have  copied  and  sent  you,  that  you  may  see  wherein  are 
modified  the  previous  orders. 
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First,  I cannot  change  the  current  of  events  in  tlie  Mississippi 
proper,  but  will  leave  McFherson  to  control  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi and  yon  in  Tennessee.  As  McPherson  mnst  act  offensively  in 
two  cases  likely  to  occur,  I do  not  propose  to  draw  from  liim  at  all. 

I have  written  to  Steele  that  General  Grant  expects  him  to  send 
back  KimbalTs  division  of  yonr  corps,  and  the  moment  I have  rea- 
son to  believe  he  will  do  so,  I must  di-aw  for  them  on  your  corps  to 
make  my  movable  force  as  strong  as  possible.  I wish  you  to  make 
orders  that  the  regiment  at  Paducah,  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Illinois,  proceed  up  the  Tennessee  to  Waterloo,  and  march  to  Flor- 
ence to  report  to  me ; the  quartermaster  to'  furnish  transportation. 

Notify  the  people  of  Paducah  if  any  enemy  of  good  government 
or  manners  insult  or  offend  any  of  the  Union  people,  the  whole  town 
will  be  held  responsible,  and  the  chief  men  banished  and  their  proj)- 
erty  destroyed.  It  is  time 'for  Paducah  to  stop  all  nonsense.  A 
garrison  is  no  more  needed  there  than  at  Saint  Louis. 

Order  General  Smith  to  organize  as  strong  a mounted  force  as  he 
can,  to  sweep  down  the  country  between  the  Tennessee  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi, moving  so  as  to  intimidate  and  destroy  the  small  band  that 
are  engaged  in  enforcing  the  conscript  law.  The  Tennessee  being- 
now  patrolled  by  gunboats,  there  cannot  be  any  considerable  body 
in  there,  and  the  party  so  ordered  can  rendezvous  at  Pillow,  Mem- 
phis, or  Grand  Junction.  They  will  help  themselves  to  corn,  meat, 
and  what  they  need,  and  take  all  good  horses,  giving  simple  receipts, 
to  be  settled  for  at  the  end  of  the  war  or  according  to  circumstances. 
The  officer  commanding  this  party  should  be  instructed  to  convey  to 
the  inhabitants  this  advice  : They  must  organize  and  put  down  rob- 
bers and  guerrillas.  If  they  cannot,  then  they  will  be  liable  to  be 
overrun  and  plundered  by  both  sides.  They  must  manifest  not  only 
a Union  sentiment,  but  must  unite  in  self-defense,  and  in  such  a 
way  as  to  assist  the  National  Government. 

Two  gunboats  have  arrived,  and  Captain  Phelps  reports  there  are 
8 feet  of  water ; enough  for  the  Continental.  There  is  no  need  of 
.anything  coming  to  me  over  the  railroad.  Please  notify  the  quar- 
termaster and  commissary  at  Saint  Louis  that  the  Tennessee  is  in 
good  boating  order  up  to  Eastport,  and  that  I will  receive  goods  at 
that  point.  I renew  my  demand  for  a ferry-boat. 

I have  not  had  time  to  mature  my  plans  further  than  independent 
of  the  railroad.  I shall  proceed  forthwith  to  push  on  or  move  divis- 
ions to  Florence,  so  as  to  open  communications  ahead. 

I may  have  to  take  some  of  your  cavalry  and  more  troops,  but 
will  wait  for  a return  from  you. 

With  much  respect, 


W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 


Major-  General,  Commanding. 


lUKA,  October  24,  1803. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Gunboats  Key  West  and  Holly  Springs  arrived  at  Eastport  all 
right.  Notify  Admiral  Porter, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General, 
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lUKA,  October  24,  1863. 

General  Hurlbut  : 

Send  me  a field  report  of  your  corps,  stations,  strength  for  duty— 
especially  at  Columbus.  Could  we  raise  1,000  men  at  Columbus  to 
sweep  down  the  country  to  Grand  Junction,  living  on  the  country, 
gathering  horses,  mules,  &c.  ? Gunboats  will  now  make  the  Ten- 
nessee impassable  to  anybody  from  the  east. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


, Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  24,  1868. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  • 

luka.  Miss. : 

The  corps  field  report  for  October  20  will  be  sent  you  on  Monday. 

I propose  to  send  Hurst’s  (Sixth  Tennessee)  cavalry  to  Jackson 
and  thereabouts,  Jlawkins’  (Seventh  Tennessee)  to  Union  Ci^-y  to  re- 
cruit, and  then  move  down  from  Columbus  with  about  750  good 
cavalry — Fourth  Missouri  and  Second  Illinois — and  clear  that  coun- 

Smith’s  force  at  Columbus  is  small ; not  more  than  enough  to 
reach  to  Trenton. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

* Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

luha,  October  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Vicksburg: 

Dear  General  : Young  Dunn  has  just  come  out  from  Memphis 
with  dispatches  from  Grant,  announcing  all  the  changes.  These 
catch  us,  as  we  had  reason  to  anticipate,  short-handed,  but  we  must 
do  our  best.  I shall  leave  you  undisturbed.  I regard  the  Yazoo  as 
a kind  of  shield  against  the  main  river,  and  therefore  Vicksburg 
should  be  held  with  the  tenacity  of  life;  also  Haynes’  Bluff.  But  as 
the  enemy  cannot  bring  artillery  against  you,  make  the  earth-works 
as  small  and  perfect  as  possible.  The  high  point  north  of  Vicksburg 
is  a Gibraltar — one  similar  south,  and  a citadel  at  the  old  tower.  1 
don’t  see  the  use  of  a force  at  Natchez  ; the  enemy  has,  drawn  from 
the  place  every  man  that  is  worth  a cent  to  them  as  a soldier,  and 
the  buildings  and  property  of  the  place  is  security  for  the  good  be- 
havior of  the  people;  that  is,  a threat  to  destroy  Natchez  and  val- 
uable plantations  there  will  prevent  any  molestation  of  the  river, 
which  is  the  grand  desideratum. 

I would  not  advise  that  a division  should  be  kept  at  Natchez,  but 
a white  regiment,  and,  say,  two  negro  regiments  well  intrenched, 
commanding  with  heavy  guns  the  water  and  city.  A similar  garri- 
son for  Haynes’  Bluff.  The  balance  of  your  corps  could  be  held  well 
in  hand,  ready  to  embark  in  whole  or  part  whenever  an  enemy 
threatens  to  interfere  Avith  the  river. 

The  general  impression  here  is  that  all  the  infantry,  except  Lor- 
ing's  division,  is  gone  out  of  Mississippi,  and  that  Stephen  D.  Lee’s 
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cavalry  is  here  to  my  front  is  well  attested  by  many  who  have  seen 
liim.  Either  the  Southern  leaders  are  making  a strong  effort  to 
retake  Tennessee,  or  resist  Grant's  supposed  intention  to  j)ush  to 
Atlanta,  and  have  pushed  all  or  nearly  all  their  forces  to  Georgia 
and  Northeast  Alabama.  Your  late  trip  to  Canton  will  have  devel- 
oped that,  but,  looking  to  future  combinations,  the  time  is  most  oj)- 
portune  for  executing  one  of  two,  or  it  may  be  both,  ])rojects  whicli 
I will  merely  sketch  : 

1.  The  destruction  in  toto  of  a large  section  of  the  railroad  at 
Meridian,  the  larger  and  more  perfect  the  bettei*. 

2.  A trip  up  Yazoo  to  about  Tchula,  and  strike  from  there  to  the 
railroad  between  Canton  and  Grenada,  and  break  a large  section  of 
it,  making  its  repair  impracticable.  Tlie  former  is  of  vital  impor- 
tance, the  latter  of  minor ; but  either  would  be  rich  in  result  at  some 
future  time. 

All  of  General  Grant’s  orders  remain  in  force,  of  course,  and  will 
be  respected,  and  I will  be  able  to  give  little  personal  direction  to 
events  or  policing  on  the  river ; but  I wish  you  to  maintain  the  secu- 
rity of  the  river  along  the  west  boundary  of  the  State ‘of  Mississippi 
in  co-operation  with  the  gunboats,  and  to  strike  inland  whenevei*  an 
opportunity  offers  and  your  judgment  sanctions. 

I am  satisfied  petty  trade  along  the  river  is  wrong,  but  large  trade, 
such  as  gives  employment  to  large  boats,  carrying  a crew  of  25  men 
or  over,  will  not  only  keep  open  communications,  but  Avill  be  an 
interest  that  will  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  the  military  control  of 
the  river. 

I throw  out  these  ideas,  and  leave  you  to  do  what  is  right.  I 
must  conduct  all  the  force  I can  collect  east  of  Florence  and  leai^e 
you  and  Hurlbut  to  manage  the  valley. 

I am,  &c.. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 


Major- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Vichsburg,  Miss.,  October  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a letter  just  received  from  Briga- 
dier-General Tuttle,  commanding  on  line  of  Big  Black,  giving  the 
report  brought  in  by  one  of  his  scouts.  From  this  you  will  see  that 
there  is  some  talk,  and  even  probability,  of  the  enemy  trying  to  re- 
take this  place. 

I think  their  number  is  greatly  exaggerated,  but  from  what  I 
learned  during  the  recent  reconnaissance  the  force  they  can  concen- 
trate is  quite  formidable.  President  Davis  has  been  with  General 
Johnston  at  Meridian,  and  whether  he  came  any  farther  west  or  not 
I have  not  learned. 

I am  pushing  the  new  line  of  defenses  forward  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, but  it  will  require  a vast  amount  of  work  to  complete  it. 

T have  some  scouts  out.  and  will  endeavor  to  keep  you  advised  of 
any  decided  movement  of  the.  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

J/u/or-  General. 

46  K R — VOI.  XX XT.  PT  I 


722 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  MISS,,  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  K’hap.  XLIIl. 
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Camp  on  Clear  Creek,  Miss., 

Hebron y October  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Vicksburg : 

Dear  General  : I have  encamped  my  command  as  near  the  places 
determined  on  as  possible.  McMillen  found  no  water  either  at  iubert- 
soirs  or  Templeton’s,  and  has  made  his  camp  at  the  cross-roads  in 
rear  of  Templeton’s.  He  has  a good  defensive  position,  but  is  not 
as  far  forward  as  is  desirable,  but  after  a careful  reconnaissance,  I 
think  we  can  do  no  better  for  the  present  and  until  water  is  more 
identiful. 

One  of  my  scouts  came  in  day  before  yesterday.  He  has  been  to 
Canton,  Jackson,  Brandon,  and  Meridian,  and  reports  Johnston’s 
force,  that  was  at  Jackson  when  Sherman  was  after  him,  is  now  at 
those  four  places,  and  talks  of  retaking  Vicksburg.  He  says  there 
were  about  15,000  infantry  came  in  from  Brandon  and  Meridian  to 
re-enforce  the  cavalry  the  other  day  when  you  were  out.  They  ex- 
pressed great  mortification  that  you  returned,  as  they  thought  they 
had  a sure  thing  on  you.  He  also  reports  that  the  conscripting  parties 
are  bringing  in  large  numbers  of  recruits.  The  officers  report  that 
they  have  increased  their  army  20,000  in  the  last  sixty  days,  and  that 
soldiers  and  citizens  express  the  greatest  confidence  that  Vicksburg 
will  be  in  their  hands  in  a short  time.  I have  sent  him  and  another 
one  back,  with  instructions  to  stay  with  them  until  they  commence 
some  movement,  then  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible.  His  state- 
ment, so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  is  undoubtedly  correct,  but  I think 
everything  is  overrated,  as  they  are  liable  always  to  be  outside  of 
official  circles.  He  was  with  them  at  Jackson,  and  was  just  starting 
to  give  us  what  information  he  had,  when  he  heard  we  were  on  the 
return.  He  says  you  would  have  met  15,000  or  18,000  at  either  Can- 
ton or  Jackson.  They  thought  you  had  started  to  Rosecrans  via 
Canton.  Whether  that  was  tlie  opinion  among  officers  is  doubtful. 
I will  be  down  in  a few  days.  When  will  you  be  out  ? 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  TUTTLE. 

Brigadier-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  24,  1863. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Harris, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : One  of  my  scouts,  just  returned,  reports  that  Chalmers 
will  occupy  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  about  Okolona.  Chal- 
mers’ advance  was  to  move  on  the  24th  for  Okolona.  They  will  leave 
small  scouting  parties,  to  attract  attention,  on  the  Tallahatchie. 
Chalmers  talks  of  attacking  the  railroad  between  Memphis  and 
Moscow,  merely  as  a ruse  to  cover  his  movements  east. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 
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Columbus,  Ky.,  October  24,  i86;3. 

Col.  J.  K.  Mills, 

Commanding,  Uriion  City  : 

You  will  send  out  all  the  cavalry  you  have,  except  the  pickets  now 
on  outpost,  under  a judicious  officer,  in  the  direction  of  Boydsville, 
to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  and  follow  them  up  if  they  have 
passed  into  Kentucky  or  are  lurking  near  the  line.  I send  you 
to-day  two  companies  of  cavalry  to  do  x>icket  duty  at  Union  City 
during  the  absence  of  your  cavalry.  Send  out  with  the  command 
several  good  scouts  to  keep  you  constantly  advised  of  the  move- 
ments of  your  cavalry,  as  well  as  that  of  the  rebels.  You  will  give 
the  necessary  instructions  for  carrying  out  the  above  order  if  you 
regard  your  information  as  reliable.  Colonel  Waring  goes  out 
to-day. 

A.  J.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General. 


Camp  Nelson,  October  24,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

When  you  left  Kentucky  there  seemed  to  be  some  obj^ections  to 
the  proposition  to  introduce  contraband  negroes  from  the  South  into 
the  State  to  labor  on  military  roads.  Since  that  time  the  subject 
has  been  thoroughly  canvassed,  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
liave  all  been  fully  weighed,  and,  as  far  as  I can  now  learn,  it  is 
almost  the  unanimous  feeling  and  opinion  with  slave  owners  in  this 
region  that  no  serious  difficulty  will  arise  from  using  them.  I have 
before  me  a petition  from  a large  number  of  slave  owners  in  the 
counties  of  Lincoln,  Boyle,  and  Mercer,  praying  that  slaves  be  im- 
mediately taken  to  improve  the  State ; a sufficient  number  of  them 
to  prosecute  the  work  and  military  road,  and  completing  at  the  least 
})ossible  period. 

The  great  difficulty  presented  by  the  opposers  of  the  movement 
was  that  slaves  in  Kentucky  would  become  demoralized  and  worth- 
less by  coming  in  contact  with  the  contrabands.  To  prevent  this,  it 
is  now  proposed  that  the  contrabands  be  placed  upon  the  road  south 
of  Danville,  and  the  impressed  negroes  upon  the  road  between  Nicho- 
lasville  and  Danville,  thus  keeping  them  entirely  separate.  I am 
satisfied  that  unless  something  of  this  sort  is  done,  the  work  will  not 
progress  as  rapidly  as  you  and  its  friends  desire.  The  impressed 
hands  will  not  amount  to  more  than  2,500;  to  divide  them  between 
the  two  roads  now  in  process  of  construction,  will  not  give  to  each 
sufficient  force  to  complete  the  work  in  any  reasonable  time,  and  to 
impress  slaves  from  the  counties  upon  which  the  call  has  been  made, 
Avould  be  doing  great  injustice  to  the  farming  interests  of  the 
country. 

I have  consulted  with  Major  Simpson  upon  the  subject,  and  he 
gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  is  the  only  way  by  which  the  work  can 
be  successfully  prosecuted. 

Colonel  Bowles  was  here  a short  time  since,  and  said  if  this  arrange- 
ment could  be  effected,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  completing 
the  Central  Kentucky  road  between  Nicholas ville  and  Danville.  Be- 
sides all  this,  there  is  a great  deal  of  Avork  to  be  done  at  a depot,  and 
on  the  fortifications  at  this  place,  and  I shall  be  compelled  to  keep 
a portion  of  the  impressed  negroes  here  for  a time  to  complete  that 
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work.  Had  it  not  been  for  tlie  impressed  hands,  the  depots  and  for- 
tifications would  have  been  very  far  short  of  completion. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  hands  in  the  country,  this  difficulty,  and 
in  getting  teamsters,  I have  been  compelled  to  give  up  all  the  free 
negroes  impressed  to  work  the  railroad  to  Captain  Hall  to  drive 
teams  to  East  Tennessee.  He  is  yet  in  need  of  more,  and  where  we 
are  to  get  them  I cannot  tell.  The  greatest  and  most  important  con- 
sideration with  us  all  is.  to  feed  and  clothe  your  army ; and  this 
cannot  be  done  without  teamsters. 

If  the  railroad*  is  to  be  pushed  forward,  we  must  be  supplied  with 
hands  from  some  other  quarter  to  do  the  work  here  yet  unfinished, 
and  to  drive  teams ; they  can  be  obtained  from  no  other  quarter 
than  the  South.  I have  strained  every  point  and  used  every  means 
in  my  power  to  secure  laborers  and  teamsters  enough  without  en- 
(U'oaching  upon  impressed  slaves,  and  I now,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  this  region  of  the  country,  who  have  cheerfully  given  us 
all  the  aid  in  their  power,  appeal  to  you.  If  you  can  do  so  consist- 
ently with  propriety,  ask  the  privilege  from  War  Department  to 
send  to  ISTashville,  Memx)his,  and  other  x)oints  for  as  many  contrabands 
as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work  at  this  post,  and  on  the 
railroad.  Rest  assured  it  will  meet  with  the  hearty  approbation  of 
the  people  in  this  portion  of  the  countrv. 

SPEED  S.  FRY, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Elevj:nth  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Stevenson^  Ala.,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  has  directed  me  to  forward  you 
the  following  statement  of  the  j^osts  and  garrisons  as  established  hy 
Major-General  Howard,  commanding  the  Eleventh  Corps : Along 
the  line  of  the  railroad  from  Tantalon  to  and  including  Bridgeport. 
Tantalon,  three  comx)anies  infantry ; Anderson,  four  companies  in- 
fantry; between  Anderson  and  Stevenson,  two  companies  infanti-y: 
Stevenson,  two  regiments  and  nine  companies  ; Widow  Creek,  one 
company;  Long  Island,  in  Tennessee  River,  one  regiment;  south 
side  Tennessee  River,  one  regiment;  the  balance  of  his  corjDs  at 
Bridgeport. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieut.,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Stevenson,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Slocum  : 

If  you  have  ordered  Geary’s  division  to  Bridgeport  in  place  of  that 
of  Williams,  you  will  send  one  brigade  of  the  latter  to  this  point 
Avithout  delay  to  relieve  the  one  of  the  former  now  here.  One  of  the 
regiments  is  between  here  and  Tantalon  and  must  be  relieved  as  tlie 
brigade  marches  down. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

M ajor- General. 
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Nashville,  Ocfoher  2o,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum  : 

General  : As  soon  as  the  road  is  oi)en  I have  made  arrangements 
to  have  one  train  report  to  you  at  Wartrace,  another  to  stop  at  Mni-- 
f reesborough  for  troops.  W e have  only  two  fiats  here  and  no  engine. 
Tlie  accident  south  of  Tullahoma  has  brought  railroad  matters  to^  a 
standstill.  If  the  guendllas  will  leave  us  alone  we  will  be  able  to  fill 
your  orders  to-morrow. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  in  pursuance  to  your  orders.  Did 
you  get  the  two  box  cars,  and  will  you  please  inform  me  when  you 
will  wish  them  sent  forward  ? They  were  ordered  to  be  taken  by 
this  a.  m.  passenger  train  if  ready.  Road  will  probably  not  be  open 
till  late  this  p.  m. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  P.  INNES, 

Colonel,  and  Military  Superintendent. 


Murfreesborough,  Ocfoher  25,  1863.„ 

Commanding  Officer  : 

If  the  East  Tennessee  cavalry  is  at  Wartrace,  order  them  to  this 
place  immediately,  and  all  of  their  force  along  the  road  if  they  can 
be  spared.  Inform  them  to  be  vigilant  in  coming. 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Murfreesborough,  October  25,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  no  troops  quartered  in  town,  and  never  have  had,  except  the 
jirovost  guard.  The  Tennessee  cavalry  quarters  about  one-half  mile 
from  fortifications  ; Thirty-first  Wisconsin  quarters  near  the  depot ; 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin  in  fortifications.  We  can  get  to  fortifica- 
tions early,  if  necessary.  There  are  several  hundred  sick  and  wounded 
that  we  can’t  get  in  fortifications.  We  think  we  can  lick  anything 
that  can  come.  Is  there  any  immediate  necessity  ? Is  the  order 
imperative  ? 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Murfreesborough,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Thomas  : 

I have  just  received  an  indirect  order,  purporting  to  come  from  you, 
to  move  all  my  forces  to  the  fortress.  My  troops  are  now  in  the 
city.  I have  the  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  near  the  depot  on  the  heights 
handy  to  fall  to  the  fortress  in  case  of  necessity.  I also  have  one 
battalion  of  the  Fourth  East  Tennessee  Cavalry  encamped  just  at 
General  Crittenden’s  former  headquarters,  on  Liberty  pike.  I have 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin  in  fortress,  with  all  the  scattering  troops. 
I think  my  troops  are  best  disposed  to  defend  the  place  that  can  be 
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with  the  force  I have.  I think  of  no  cause  here  for  alarm.  It  is 
reported  that  6,000  men  are  at  Milton,  hut  I can  hold  the  position 
against  10,000  men.  I could  accommodate  the  sick  should  I go  to 
the  fort;  also  stores,  commissary  subsistence  and  quartermaster. 
There  are'  large  quantities  of  stores  in  hands  Quartermaster  Will- 
iams, and  can  be  properly  cared  for  in  the  fort.  If  you  know  of 
any  cause  why  I should  fall  back  to  the  fort  please  inform  me. 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post 


Shelby viLLE,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Slocum  : 

I have  had  scouts  in  every  direction,  and  west  as  far  as  Corners- 
ville,  and  can  hear  nothing  except  that  the  rebels  are  on  this  side  of 
the  river. 

ROBT.  GALBRAITH, 

Colmiel,  Commanding  Post, 


Stevenson,  October  25,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum  : 

The  general  directs  me  to  say  that  there  is  not  a ford  south  of 
Knoxville,  in  present  stage  of  river,  where  cavalry  can  cross. 
Wheeler  is  reported  to  have  forded.  Unless  you  have  informa- 
tion which  the  general  knows  nothing  of,  he  thinks  you  should 
direct  the  trains  to  come  on  where  they  are  wanted, 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Decherd,  October  25,  1863. 

Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers  : 

We  have  sent  a regiment  to  scour  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  last  raid  on  the  railroad  and  drive  out  all  rebels.  "They  will  go 
north  as  far  as  Tullahoma. 

Have  you  not  some  of  the  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry  at  your  disposal  ? 

WILLIAM  H.  SINCLAIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Nashville,  October  25,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum  : 

Dispatch  received.  We  are  moving  General  Geary’s  command  as 
fast  as  possible  under  his  directions  from  the  different  points. 

WM.  P.  INNES, 

Colonel,  and  Military  Superintendent. 


Anderson,  October  25,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I ordered  the  wagon  train  halted  at  Tullahoma.  Please  send  it 
on.  The  roads  over  the  mountain  are  almost  impassable.  There  is 
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a good  road  from  near  Cumljerland  Tunnel,  via  University  Place, 
by  which  the  wagons  should  be  sent.  People  at  Cowan  can  guide. 
Ruger’s  brigade  is  here,  three  of  Knipe’s  ahead,  and  three  coming  u}) 
from  Tantalon.  One  regiment  ordered  by  General  Hooker  to  relieve 
posts  from  Tantalon  to  Stevenson. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

Decherd,  October  25,  180^1. 

Col.  Henry  R.  Mizner, 

Columbia : 

We  have  information  via  Shelby ville  that  Sherman’s  advance 
whipped  the  rebs  and  drove  part  of  them  across  the  river.  Send 
out  scouts  and  get  all  the  information  you  can  in  regard  to  the  ene- 
my’s cavalry.  We  are  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  General 
Mitchell  desires  you  to  furnish  him  all  the  information  you  get 
promptly. 

WILLIAM  H.  SINCLAIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wartrace,  October  25,  1863. 

General  Mitchell: 

There  has  been  from  600  to  800  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  near  Lib- 
erty and  McMinnville  for  the  last  four  days. 

Citizens  report  this  morning  10,000  of  them  within  4 miles  of  the 
railroad,  near  Fairfield.  I think  their  cavalry  are  near  us,  but  can’t 
tell  in  what  force.  Have  sent  out  infantry  scouts,  but  they  have  not 
returned. 

We  have  no  mounted  men  here. 


H.  C.  RODGERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Maysville,  October  25,  1863 — 7 a.  m. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Since A^iR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I sent  out  an  expedition  day  before  yesterday  toward  the  fords  ou 
the  river  with  orders  to  let  me  know  at  once  if  the  enemy  were  cross- 
ing. I have  heard  nothing  from  them  yet,  but  as  soon  as  I do  will 
let  you  know.  It  is  impossible  to-  make  out  any  reports  until  I get 
some  desks  here  with  paper  and  material.  I have  not  been  able  to 
get  any  of  my  horses  shod  yet.  The  streams  have  all  been  so  high 
between  here  and  Stevenson  that  I have  been  unable  to  get  anything 
out  except  rations.  I will  have  a few  horses  to-day,  b^ut  they  will 
be  in  the  rough,  and  as  I have  no  forges  or  anything  for  shoeing,  it 
will  be  a slow  process.  I could  not  get  out  over  1,000  effective  men, 
and  if  we  were  to  move  the  whole  command  from  here,  we  would 
have  to  abandon  some  700  horses. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier- Genera  1. 
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Decherd,  October  25,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

A ssisfa  vf  A djutani-  General : 

Report  from  General  Crook  at  Maysville  (7  a:  m.)  says,  lie  sent 
out  expedition  day  before  yesterday  toward  enemy’s  forces  on  the 
idver.  Has  not  yet  heard  from  them,  though  he  directed  them  to  let 
liim  know  at  once  if  they  found  the  enemy  crossing.  He  finds  it 
very  difficult  to  get  supplies  for  his  command,  the  streams  are  so 
liigh,  and  has  no  horseshoes.  I supposed  the  railroad  was  in  opera- 
tion ; says  he  has  not  over  1,000  effective  men,  and  if  ordered  to  leave 
there  would  have  to  abandon  700  horses.  General  Mitchell  is  asleep. 
Have  you  heard  anything  from  General  Stanley  ? 

WILLIAM  H.  SINCLAIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Gener (d . 


Stevenson, 

October  25,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds: 

Dispatch  received.  Rifle  battery  will  be  furnished. 

Colonel  Coburn  reports  70  to  100  rebels  attacked  McMinnville 
last  night  and  were  repulsed. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER. 


Columbia,  October  25,  1863. 

W.  H.  Sinclair, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

On  Tuesday  last  2 men  reached  this  place  from  Courtland,  took 
the  oath,  and  went  north.  They  had  come  direct  from  Lee’s  com- 
mand on  Sunday,  at  which  time  they  were  cooking  five  days’  rations 
as  if  contemplating  a raid  in  some  direction. 

Wheeler  has  6,000,  with  artillery  ; Roddey  2,000  with  artillery ; 
Lee  from  3,000  to  4,000,  no  artillery.  Lee  had  just  come  from  Mis- 
sissippi. They  were  occupying  Courtland,  Decatur,  and  Tuscumbia. 

HENRY  R.  MIZNER, 

Colon et,  Commanding. 


Shelby viLLE,  October  25,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Mitchell  : 

I learn  just  now  from  a very  reliable  source  that  Wheeler  was  re- 
crossing at  or  near  Lamb’s  Ferry  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  last 
and  had  crossed  about  half  his  command.  A man  by  the  name  of 
Neeley  had  started  south  with  his  stock  and  met  them  on  Wednesday  , 
and  as  they  were  taking  everything  in  the  way  of  stock  he  returned 
home.  I have  confidence  in  the  report. 

ROBT.  GALBRAITH. 


. Nashville,  October  25,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas: 

I have  returned  from  Louisville,  where  I had  an  interview  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  reference  to  the  immediate  completion 
of  the  Northwestern  Railroad.  He  has  authorized  and  instructed 
me  to  proceed  with  it  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Colonel  Innes,,  of  the 
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Engineer  Corps,  as  you  ai'e  aware,  was  selected  by  me  wliile  acting 
as  military  superintendent  of  railroads  to  take  cliai-ge  of  the  general 
(Ui*ection  of  the  work  ; he  has  since  been  superseded  by  the  a2)point- 
nient  of  J.  B.  Anderson  as  military  superintendent.  I doubt  this 
change.  Colonel  limes  was  making  a good,  efficient  officer,  and  was 
not  under  an  influence  at  Louisville  operating  to  our  injury.  I de- 
sire Colonel  Innes  and  as  many  of  his  companions  as  may  be  needed 
continued  on  the  road.  The  work  is  under  way  and  progressing  very 
well.  We  are  defending  it.  With  the  little  force  we  have  driven 
guerrillas  off  and  some  of  them  out  of  the  country.  We  have  adarge 
number  of  hands  at  work  and  could  emjfloy  a great  many  more  if  we 
had  a small  force  to  send  to  the  other  end  of  the  road,  which  would 
exert  a good  influence  in  driving  the  guerrillas  from  that  section, 
and  cut  off  an  intercourse  carried  on  by  the  rebels  through  that 
region.  I am  succeeding  very  well  in  organizing  many  companies 
to  be  employed  in  scouring  the  country  to  expel  and  drive  beyond 
our  lines  rebels  and  guerrillas.  General  Gillem  will  visit  you  in  a 
few  days  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  you  on  this  and 
other  subjects  connected  with  the  State.  Permit  me  to  congratulate 
you  upon  your  new  position.  It  is  the  one,  as  you  know,  I have  long 
desired  you  should  occupy.  I trust  and  hope  most  sincerely  that 
your  efforts  in  the  future  will  be  crowned  with  brilliant  success. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

Military  Governor. 


Thomas  A.  Scott  : 


Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
October  25,  1803 — 4 m. 


The  animals  with  this  army  will  now  nearly  all  need  three  months’ 
rest  to  become  serviceable.  They  should  be  returned  to  Louisville 
for  this  purpose.  Hard  work,  exposure,  short  grain,  and  no  long- 
fodder  have  almost  destroyed  them.  No  more  ambulances  or  ambu- 
lance horses  should  be  sent  forward  at  present.  Upon  the  present 
rise  of  water  (in  cipher),  hay,  mules,  cavalry,  and  artillery  horses, 
in  good  condition,  should  be  pressed  forward  by  Cumberland  River 
to  Nashville,  ready  to  come  to  the  army  the  moment  it  is  prej^ared 
to  advance,  which  I trust  will  be  soon.  I have  cavalry  and  artillery 
horses  at  Indianapolis,  which  should  remain  there  until  the  stables 
at  Louisville  are  cleared.  All  animals  coming  to  Louisville  should 
have  several  days’  careful  feed  and  grooming  before  being  forwarded 
to  Nashville. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Loudon,  Tenn.,  October  25,  1863 — 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  8.40  p.  m.,  26th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Cli  ief : 

Evidence  still  seems  to  indicate  that  the  enemy  are  concentrated 
in  considerable  force  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  We  can  easily 
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give  up  this  place  and  take  uj^  the  bridge,  hut  it  seems  advisable  to 
hold  it,  and  not  release  the  enemy’s  force  to  join  the  army  in  front 
of  Thomas.  Information  from  General  Shackelford  on  our  left  seems 
t( ) corroborate  the  report  of  considerable  concentration  by  the  enemy 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Abingdon. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


JoNESBOROUGH,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

Your  dispatch  embracing  telegrams  from  General  Halleck  [re- 
ceived]. Two  Union  men  who  left  Abingdon  last  Tuesday,  having 
come  from  New  River  to  Abingdon,  report  a large  force  of  the  enemy 
at  Glade  Springs,  and  a larger  force  at  Abingdon  ; that  one  brigade 
from  Lee’s  army  had  reached  Abingdon  ; that  they  saw  and  con- 
versed with  some  of  the  soldiers.  They  also  report  the  cars  running 
to  within  6 miles  of  Bristol,  the  point  the  farthest  bridge  east  was 
burned,  and  that  the  enemy  was  rebuilding  the  bridge  above  Bristol. 
I would  have  attached  but  little  importance  to  their  statements  had 
not  General  Halleck  given  you  the  information  contained  in  his  tele- 
gram. I have  two  regiments  at  Duvall’s  Ford,  on  the  Watauga,  and 
guards  for  8 miles  down  the  river  from  that  point,  and  since  receiv- 
ing your  dispatch  I have  ordered  scouts  of  125  men  up  to  Elizabeth- 
town and  Taylor’s  Ford.  The  detachment  of  my  command  is  now 
encamped  around  this  town.  The  utmost  vigilance  shall  be  exer- 
cised, and  you  shall  be  promptly  informed  of  any  and  all  informa- 
tion I can  obtain.  I would  suggest  that  the  enemy  might  move  from 
Abingdon,  via  Estillville,  to  the  Cumberland  Gap. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  L f luka,  Miss.,  October  2b,  1863. 

♦ ^ ❖ 

II.  The  entire  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  be 
prepared  to  start  to-morrow  for  Eastport,  to  cross  the  river  and  ad- 
vance to  Florence,  with  ten  days’  rations  in  their  wagons. 

III.  Fuller’s  brigade,  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  will  relieve,  with  one 
regiment,  the  brigade  now  at  Burnsville,  and  with  the  rest  take  post 
at  luka  till  further  orders. 

^ ifi  Sji  jJC  ^ ^ ^ 

By  order  of  Maj  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ] Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  2.  f luka.  Miss.,  October  25,  1863. 

I.  The  general  commanding  the  Department  and  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  hereby  announces  the  following  subdivisions  of  his  com- 
mand : 

1.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  jr.,  head- 
quarters in  the  field. 
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Tli(3  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  composed, 
as  at  present,  of  all  the  troops  now  at  Memphis,  Columhns,  Corinth, 
and  along  the  railroad,  and  of  Kimball's  division,  tem])orarily  de- 
tached, headquarters  for  the  present  at  Memphis. 

3.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson,  com- 
posed, as  at  present,  of  all  the  troops  now  serving  at  Natchez,  Vicks- 
l)urg,  and  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  south  of  Tallahatchie,  head- 
(^uarters  Vicksburg. 

II.  The  corps  commanders  will  forthwith  arrange  garrisons  for 
the  fortified  points  in  their  respective  districts,  and  will  organize  into 
l)roper  brigades  and  divisions  all  other  troops  ready  for  ofi-‘ensiv(3. 
operations. 

III.  All  officers  in  command  of  corps  and  of  fixed  military  posts 
will  assume  the  very  highest  powers  allowed  by  the  laws  of  Avar  and 
Congress.  They  must  maintain  the  best  possible  discipline,  and 
repress  all  disorders,  alarms,  and  dangers  in  their  reach.  Citizens 
who  fail  to  support  their  Government  have  no  right  to  ask  favor  aiid 
protection,  but  if  they  actively  assist  us  in  vindicating  the  national 
authority,  all  commanders  will  assist  them  and  their  families  in  every 
possible  way.  Officers  need  not  meddle  Avith  matters  of  trade  and 
commerce,  which  by  law  devolve  on  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, but,  whenever  they  discover  goods  (contraband  of  Avar) 
being  conveyed  toward  the  public  enemy,  they  will  seize  all  the 
goods  tainted  by  the  transaction  and  imprison  the  parties  implicated 
in  the  matter,  but  care  must  be  taken  to  make  a full  record  and  re- 
port of  each  case. 

When  a district  is  infested  by  guerrillas  or  held  by  the  enemy, 
horses,  mules,  wagons,  corn,  forage,  &c.,  are  all  means  of  war,  and 
can  be  freely  taken,  but  must  be  accounted  for  as  public  property. 
If  the  people  do  not  want  their  horses,  corn,  &:c.,  taken,  they  must 
organize  and  repress  all  guerrilla  or  hostile  bands  in  their  neighbor- 
hood. 

IV.  It  is  represented  that  officers,  provost-marshals,  and  others  in 
the  military  service  are  engaged  in  business  or  speculation  on  their 
OAvn  account,  and  that  they  charge  fees  for  passes,  permits.  See.  All 
this  is  a breach  of  honor  and  of  law.  Every  salaried  officer  of  the 
military  service  owes  every  hour  of  his  time,  every  thought  of  his 
mind,  to  his  Government,  and  if  he  makes  one  cent  of  profit  beyond 
his  pay  he  is  corrupt  and  criminal.  All  officers  and  soldiers  in  this 
department  are  hereby  commanded  to  engage  in  no  business  what- 
ever save  their  sworn  duty  to  their  Government. 

. V.  Every  man  should  be  with  his  proper  corps,  division,  brigade, 
and  regiment,  unless  absent  sick  or  wounded,  or  detached  by  writ- 
ten order  of  a competent  commander.  Soldiers  when  so  absent 
must  have  their  descriptive  rolls,  and  when  not  provided  with  them 
the  presumption  is  they  are  improperly  absent.  Mustering  officers 
will  see  that  all  absentees,  not  away  by  the  written  order  of  their 
proper  commander,  are  reported  on  the  muster-rolls  as  deserters, 
that  they  may  lose  their  pay,  bounty,  and  pensions,  which  a gener- 
ous Government  and  people  have  provided  for  the  soldiers  and  offi- 
cers who  have  done  their  whole  duty.  The  best  hospitals  in  the 
world  are  provided  for  the  wounded  and  sick,  but  these  must  not  be 
made  the  receptacle  for  absentees,  who  seek  to  escape  the  necessary 
exposure  and  dangers  of  a soldier’s  life.  Whenever  it  is  possible, 
citizens  must  be  employed  as  nurses,  cooks,  attendants,  stewards, 
&c.,  to  hospitals,  in  order  that  the  enlisted  men  may  be,  where  they 
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})eloug,  witli  their  regiments.  Medical  inspectors  will  attend  to  this 
at  once.  The  general  commanding  announces  that  he  expects  the 
wcmnded  and  sick  to  have  every  care  possible,  but  this  feeling  mu^jt 
not  be  abused  to  the  injury  of  the  only  useful  part  of  the  army — 
" the  soldier  in  the  field.  ” 

YI.  In  time  of  war  and  i*ebellion  districts  of  country  occupied  by 
our  troops  are  subject  to  the  laws  of  war.  The  inhabitants,  be  they 
friendly  or  unfriendly,  must  submit  to  the  controling  power.  If 
any  person  in  an  insurgent  district  corresponds  or  trades  with  an 
enemy  outside,  he  or  she  becomes  a spy.  And  all  the  inhabitants, 
moreover,  must  not  only  abstain  from  hostile  or  unfriendly  acts,  but 
must  aid  and  assist  the  power  that  protects  them  and  alfords  them 
trade  and  commerce.  The  people  who  occupy  this  department  had 
better  make  a note  of  this  and  conduct  themselves  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistan f Adjutant- G eneml. 


Special  Orders,  } Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Xo.'l.  f luka,  Aliss.,  Oc/o5er  25,  1863. 

I.  First.  Col.  S.  G.  Hicks,  Fortieth  Illinois,  will  proceed  with  dis- 
patch to  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  assume  command  of  that  post.  He  will 
take  with  him  Lieut.  A.  F.  Taylor,  regimental  quartermaster  of  the 
same  regiment. 

Second.  Colonel  Hicks,  on  arrival,  will  dispatch  to  Florence, 
Tenn.,  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois,  now  at  Pa;ducah. 
if  it  has  not  already  gone,  and  will  call  on  the  commanding  officer 
at  Columbus  or  Cairo  for  three  companies,  to  garrison  and  hold  the 
fort  at  Paducah. 

Third.  Colonel  Hicks  will  give  personal  attention  to  the  boats 
passing  up  and  down  the  Tennessee,  to  see  that  dispatch  is  used,  and 
that  no  contraband  trade  is  carried  on  from  that  quarter. 

Fourth.  Any  citizen  in  or  near  Paducah  who  attempts  to  create 
disorder,  alarm,  or  danger  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  neighboi*- 
liood  will  be  promptly  imprisoned  and  reduced  to  subjection. 

H.  The  entire  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  be  pre- 
T)ared  to  start  to-morrow  for  Eastport,  to  cross  the  river  and  advance 
to  Florence,  with  ten  days’  rations  in  their  wagons. 

HI.  Fuller’s  brigade,  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  will  relieve,  with  one 
regiment,  the  brigade  now  at  Burnsville,  and  with  the  rest  take  post 
at  luka  till  further  orders. 

YI.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  jr.,  will  assume  command  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

R.  M.  SA\YYER, 

A ssistant  A djutant- General. 


lUKA,  Octoher  25,  1863. 

General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Dear  General  : I have  got  up  before  daylight  to  write  you  on 
some  points.  It  is  now  manifest  that  all  the  “powers  that  be  ’ 
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want  tlie  mass  of  available  troops  over  toward  Huntsville,  and  the 
only  question  is  how  to  get  them  there,  and  teed  them  when  there. 

The  Tennessee  is  now  in  good  stage,  and  Phelps  says  there  is  no 
danger  till  next  summer  as  far  as  Eastport,  and  any  day  may  make  it 
available  to  Florence.  Thence  we  must  haul.  I won’t  waste  much 
more  labor  on  Bear  Creek  Bridge.  I will  push  up  to  the  station  on 
the  hill  at  Cherokee,  and  use  that  as  a picket  station  for  a time,  but 
I will  take  immediate  steps  to  cross  a body  of  troops  to  Florence  and 
Huntsville,  and  I want  you  now  to  dispose  things  so  we  can  draw  to 
this  end  everything  of  strength.  Order  every  officer  and  man  to  his 
regiment.  Any  one  absent  from  his  military  post  on  any  pretext 
must  be  made  to  go  to  his  regiment  or  make  up  some  work  gang. 
The  civil  authorities  must  relieve  the  military  of  police  duty.  The 
fort  must  be  made  impregnable.  The  railroad  must  gradually  take 
care  of  itself,  for  it  is  manifest  every  soldier  on  our  rolls  will  be 
needed  till  the  draft  conies. 

Write  to  the  invalid  commander  at  Saint  Louis  that  I ask  a good 
guard  of  150  men  at  Paducah,  another  of  150  at  Cairo.  I want  a 
good  assailing  force  at  Columbus,  say  2,500  men,  all  told,  to  operate 
back  to  Paris,  Trenton,  Jackson,  &c.,  striking  eccei^i:rically. 

It  will  take  some  time  to  make  these  changes,  and  I want  you  to 
help  me.  I like  Memphis  and  the  old  Mississippi.  It  is  my  hobby, 
but  we  must  needs  leave  it  for  a time. 

IS'otify  meat  once  all  changes  you  think  should  be  made  to  accom- 
plish the  end.  The  corps  remain  as  hitherto  (Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Seventeenth),  commanders  the  same,  and  we  only  point  east 
now  instead  of  south,  neglecting  for  a time  the  river,  and  exaggerat- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  from  Huntsville  up. 

I shall  favor  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  to  all  boats  of 
large  size  capable  of  carrying  a crew  capable  of  self-defense  and 
carrying  large  through  cargoes — to  all  commerce  on  a scale  that 
cannot  be  corrupted  by  small  interests.  All  chicken-thieving  expe- 
ditions or  cotton-stealing  parties  to  be  prosecuted.  As  to  officers, 
my  rule  is,  if  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  while 
enjoying  a salary,  makes  one  cent  by  way  of  profit  in  any  manner 
traceable  to  his  office,  he  is  guilty  of  a high  crime,  and  should  be 
punished  as  a criminal.  You  may  mention  this  incidentally. 

Another  notion  I have  : the  United  States  can  claim  the  military 
service  of  every  able-bodied  man  in  Memphis,  and  may  organize  and 
use  them  for  local  defense,  and  also,  in  case  of  necessity,  for  offense. 
I shall  make  no  hasty  change,  but  these  ideas  will  gradually  un- 
fold. 

Yours, 

SHERMAN, 

^ Major-General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  25,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Dodge, 

Corinth,  Miss. : 

Ask  General  Sherman’s  permission  to  send  force  down  to  Saltillo. 
If  he  agrees,  send;  but  telegraph  to  Hatch  what  force  you  send. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT. 

Major-Gmieral. 
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lUKA,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut  : 

I approve  your  order  in  the  matter  of  yonr  telegraph  this  morn- 
ing. Now  is  a good  time  to  clear  out  that  country.  Let  it  be  done 
without  gloves. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 


Corinth,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

luka : 

Flag  of  truce  sent  to  Okolona  has  returned.  Met  Major-General 
Gholson,  with  about  1,300  State  militia,  on  Yocona,  for  Birmingham. 
Inge  and  company  are  at  Marietta.  Chalmers  down  to  Grenada  and 
north  on  railroad.  It  seems  that  the  State  troops  are  being  turned 
over  to  Confederate  Government  for  temporary  service,  and  they 
arrived  there  within  four  days. 

Lee,  who  commands  North  Mississippi,  was  expected  back  in  a few 
days.  All  those  troops  with  Gholson  were  poorly  and  only  partly 
armed,  their  onTy  business  appearing  to  be  to  collect  together  all  the 
provisions  in  the  coiintry  ; were  running  all  the  mills  and  picketing 
closely  all  the  roads.  If  Lee  goes  back,  he  will  go  down  the  Tus- 
cumbia  and  Cotton-gin  roads. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Corinth,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memijliis : 

Flag  of  truce  returned.  Met  the  enemy  on  Yocona,  stretching 
from  Ellistown  to  Saltillo,  Major-General  Gholson  in  command. 
They  are  State  militia  come  in  there  few  days  ago,  some  1,300  strong. 
Are  only  half  armed,  and  are  collecting  provisions,  running  mules, 
&c.  Inge,  Davenport,  and  W eatherston  [ ?]  are  at  Marietta,  picketing 
all  the  roads.  Chalmers  reported  a good  deal  scattered.  Gholson 
said  he  would  send  dispatch  to  S.  D.  Lee,  who  commands  North 
Mississippi.  Citizens  said  Lee  was  expected  back  in  two  or  three 
days.  Gholson  has  two  pieces  artillery. 

It  appears  that  this  militia  is  all  being  turned  over  to  the  Confed- 
erate Government,  and  they  were  up  there  to  recruit,  conscript,  and 
gather  provisions.  I believe  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  of 
mounted  infantry  from  here  would  clean  them  all  out. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Corinth,  October  25,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sawyer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I am  ordered  by  General  Dodge  to  send  a regiment  to  Burnsville 
by  cars,  and  to  march  to  luka  with  balance  of  command  by  to- 
morrow night.  My  artillery  horses  are  so  sore  and  infantry  so 
weary  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  get  through,  as  the  guides  say 
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the  only  way  a train  can  go  is  via  Davenport’s,  witliin  a mile  ol‘ 
Jacinto.  I can  reach  Barnett,  within  8 miles  of  Tuka,  to-morrow 
night,  and  next  morning  early  report  in  good  condition  at  Inka.  T 
liad  to  countermarch  yesterday  and  made  29  miles,  getting  here  at 
10.30  p.  in.  Please  answer  whether  I can  be  permitted  to  report 
Tuesday  morning  at  luka. 

JOHN  W.  FULLER, 
Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  October  25,  1863. 

General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Write  an  urgent  letter  to  Steele  asking  for  Kimball’s  division. 
General  Grant  suggests  it,  and  I write  fully  by  the  cars  to-day. 

Write  me  fully  the  reasons,  if  any,  why  we  should  not  abandon 
tlie  railroad  and  use  the  Tennessee  exclusively.  The  Tennessee  has 
now  8 feet  of  water  and  has  better  navigation, than  the  Mississippi, 
and  will  be  good  for  six  months,  certain. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  25,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

luka.  Miss. : 

I have  ordered  Bingham,  Macfeely,  and  Parker  to  report  to  you 
in  person. 

Steele  has  orders  from  Washington  to  send  to  me  all  the  infantry 
he  can  spare. 

The  Tennessee  River  is  far  the  best  channel  for  supplies  for  Cor- 
inth and  points  beyond  in  cheapness  and  expedition,  and  everything 
for  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  at  least,  should  be  sent  that  way.  The  rail- 
road from  here  to  Corinth  is  a curse  upon  military  movements.  It 
takes  more  troops  to  hold  it  than  would  conquer  Mississippi. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka.  Miss.,  October  25,  1863. 

Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Dear  Sir  : By  the  vicissitude  of  war,  I am  again  forced  into  the 
command  of  a department.  I almost  shrink  from  a command  that 
involves  me  with  civil  matters  which  I do  not  understand.  Politics 
or  the  means  to  influence  a civil  people  are  mysteries  I do  not  com- 
prehend, but  am  forced  to  act.  Matters  involving  the  navigation  of 
our  great  rivers  must  necessarily  fall  somewhat  under  my  jurisdic- 
tion, but  I assure  you  I have  no  inclination  to  influence  the  officers 
of  your  Department. 
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I extract  parts  of  a letter  I have  just  written  to  Admiral  Porter 
at  Cairo,  which  express  my  general  opinion  on  the  main  i^oints. 

My  notions  about  the  Mississippi  are  these  : We  must  never  again  allow  the  en- 
emy to  make  a lodgment  on  its  banks  with  artillery,  and,  therefore,  Columbus, 
Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  mouth  of  Yazoo  must  be  held  with  troops.  All  else  may 
be  trusted  to  your  gunboats,  and  a surplus  force  kept  at  Memphis  and  Vicksburg, 
available  to  float  to  any  threatened  point  to  prevent  a lodgment.  Through  traffic, 
on  large  steam-boats,  manned  and  properly  officered,  should  be  encouraged  by  all 
means.  Each  boat  might  be  required  to  carry  a gun,  25  muskets  and  men,  and  a 
musket-proof  barricade  at  each  bow  and  quarter,  from  which  to  fire.  Also,  the 
boilers  might  be  better  sheltered. 

Regular  packets  should  be  encouraged  to  keep  up  daily  and  rapid  communication, 
which  increases  a feeling  of  security.  It  brings  private  enterprise  to  aid  the  gen- 
eral purpose,  viz,  uninterrupted  navigation  of  the  river. 

Trading  boats  will,  of  course,  be  regulated  by  the  Treasury  Department.  I don’t 
see  as  we  have  any  right  to  interfere  further  than  as  to  contraband  of  war,  and,  to 
make  this  more  clear,  you  and  I ought  to  say  what  is  “ contraband  of  war.”  Tlie 
term  is  very  indefinite,  but  I am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  laws  of  war  give  the 
rrmy  and  navy  a legal  right  to  protect  themselves  against  contraband  traffic  and 
its  agents. 

Merchants  as  a class  are  governed  by  the  law  of  self-interest,  and  the  temptation 
to  import  and  seU  contraband  goods  is  so  great,  that  many  will  engage  in  it,  but 
this  is  confined  to  a class  of  men  that  you  and  I know  well.  The  real  merchant — 
the  man  who  loves  his  country  as  we  do — would  not  ask  to  send  down  the  river 
arms  and  ammunition,  or  anything  that  would  endanger  our  lives  or  the  lives  of  our 
command. 

There  are  some  things,  such  as  salt  for  curing  meats,  medicines  for  curing  wounds 
and  sickness,  that  I am  not  so  clear  about  and  care  less.  If  you  will  prepare  a list 
of  contraband  and  send  it  to  Secretary  Chase,  I know  he  will  make  it  public  and 
save  us  a world  of  trouble. 

I have  announced  in  orders  that  any  officer  of  my  command  who  makes  a cent 
of  profit  by  selling  permits,  passes,  &c.,  or  by  any  species  of  trade  and  speculation, 
is  corrupt  and  criminal.  I hear  of  such  things,  but  really  find  few  or  no  real  cases, 
but  I must  stop  scandal.  Also,  I contend  I have  a right  to  impress  for  militaiy 
service  any  men  who  have  run  from  the  North  and  come  here  to  make  a living  and 
avoid  the  draft.  I will  pick  up  a few  such,  and  this  will  stop  that  class  of  meddlers 
and  unauthorized  hangers-on,  that  have  given  me  so  much  trouble. 

I beg  to  convey  to  you  direct  these  ideas,  with  the  assurance  that 
I wish  to  make  all  my  acts  conform  to  the  law  and  policy  of  the 
Government,  whatever  it  may  be,  only,  like  many  other  people, 
having  my  own  notions,  I find  it  easier  to  execute  them. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
]\Ijijor-(Teneral  of  Volunteers. 


HEADq)UARTEKS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE, 

luka,  October  25,  1803. 


Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Cairo : 


Dear  Admiral  : I was  much  gratified  to  hear  from  you  yesterday 
and  to  see  the  prompt  arrival  of  Captain  Phelps  with  two  gunboats. 
The  moment  I learned  of  the  arrival  I sent  down  an  officer  and  escoid/ 
to  Eastport,  where  I had  a regiment  to  watch  for  the  boats,  and 
brought  the  captain  up.  He  s])ent  the  night  with  me,  and  we  talked 
over  matters  generally.  Of  course  we  will  get  along  together  ele- 
gantly. All  I have  he  can  command,  and  I know  the  same  feeling 
pervades  every  sailor’s  and  soldier’s  heart.  We  are  as  one.  Now  I 
want  to  cross  Die  Tennessee  to  reach  a point  where  I can  communh 
cate  witli  General  Grant. 
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Captain  Phelps  instantly  offered  to  ferry  over  my  men,  horses, 
wagons,  &c.,  but  to  facilitate  the  matter,  I have  sent  down  to  East- 
port  plenty  of  carpenters,  tools,  and  materials,  to  deck  over  one  of 
your  coal-barges  to  make  a float  on  which  to  carry  wagons  and  mules. 
Tlie  gunboats  can  handle  my  men  fast  enough,  but  it  is  these  cursed 
wagons  and  mules  that  bother  us.  If  soldiers  and  mules  could  flour- 
ish without  eating,  “I  myself  would  be  a soldier.’’  It  is  not  “vil- 
lainous saltpeter”  that  makes  one’s  life  so  hard,  but  grub  and  mules; 
still  we  will  make  it  all  right.  Boats  cannot  yet  pass  Colbert 
Shoals,  so  for  the  time  we  must  foot  it  for  Eastport  and  Waterloo; 
but  I will  occupy  both  banks  up  to  Florence  and  Tuscunibia,  trust- 
ing in  a short  time  to  get  a ferry-boat  up  to  Florence. 

We  are  much  obliged  to  the  Tennessee,  which  has  favored  us  most 
opportunely,  for  I am  never  easy  with  a railroad,  which  takes  a 
whole  army  to  guard,  each  foot  of  rail  being  essential  to  the  whole, 
whereas  they  cannot  stop  the  Tennessee,  and  each  boat  can  make  its 
own  game.  I think,  also,  we  can  clean  out  anything,  except  occa- 
sional shots  at  passing  boats. 

My  notions  about  the  Mississippi  are  these  : We  must  never  again 
allow  the  enemy  to  make  a lodgment  on  its  banks  with  artillery, 
and,  therefore,  Columbus,  Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  mouth  of  Yazoo 
must  be  held  with  troops.  All  else  may  be  trusted  to  your  gunboats 
and  a force  at  Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  surplus  and  available  at 
all  times,  to  float  to  the  threatened  point  to  prevent  a lodgment. 
Through  traffic,  on  large  steam-boats,  manned  and  properly  officered, 
should  be  encouraged  by  all  means.  Each  boat  might  be  required 
to  carry  a gun,  25  muskets  and  men,  and  a musket-proof  barricade 
at  each  bow  and  quarter,  from  which  to  fire.  Also,  boilers  might  be 
sheltered  somewhat. 

Regular  packets  should  be  encouraged  to  keep  up  daily  and  rapid 
communication,  which  increases  a feeling  of  security.  It  brings 
private  enterprise  to  the  aid  of  the  general  purpose,  viz,  uninter- 
rupted navigation  of  the  river. 

Trading  boats  will,  of  course,  be  regulated  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. I don’t  see  as  we  have  any  right  to  interfere  further  than 
as  to  “contraband  of  war,”  and,  to  make  this  more  clear,  you  and  I 
ought  to  say  what  is  contraband  of  war.  The  term  is  very  indefinite, 
but  I am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  laws  of  war  give  the  army  and 
navy  a legal  right  to  protect  themselves  against  contraband  traffic 
and  its  agents. 

Merchants  as  a class  are  governed  by  the  law  of  self-interest,  and 
the  temptation  to  import  and  sell  goods  contraband  is  so  great  that 
many  will  engage  in  it,  but  this  is  confined  to  a class  of  men  that 
you  and  I know  well.  The  real  merchant — the  man  who  loves  his 
country  as  we  do — would  not  ask  to  send  down  the  river  arms  and 
ammunition,  or  anything  that  would  endanger  our  lives  or  the  lives 
of  our  command. 

There  are  some  things,  such  as  salt  for  curing  meats,  medicines  to 
cure  wounds  and  sickness,  that  I am  not  so  clear  about  and  care  less. 
If  you  will  prepare  a list  of  contraband  and  send  it  to  Secretary 
Chase,  I know  he  will  make  it  public  and  save  us  a world  of  trouble. 

I have  announced  in  orders  that  any  officer  of  my  command  who 
makes  a cent  of  profit  by  selling  permits,  passes,  See.,  or  by  any 
species  of  trade  and  speculation,  is  corruj)t  and  criminal.  I hear  of 
such  things,  but  really  find  few  or  no  real  cases,  but  I must  stop 
scandal.  Also,  I contend  I have  a right  to  impress  for  military  serv- 
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ice  any  men  who  have  run  from  the  North  and  come  here  to  make 
a living  and  avoid  draft.  I will  pick  up  a few  such,  and  this  will 
stop  that  class  of  meddlers  and  unauthorized  hangers-on,  who  have 
given  us  so  much  trouble. 

As  ever,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  October  25,  1863. 
CoMDG.  Officer  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

La  Grange: 

Colonel  : You  will  send  three  of  your  squadrons  of  the  Sixth 
Tennessee  Cavalry  on  a reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of,  Browns- 
ville, Tenn.,  to  start  early  to-morrow  morning.  The  commanding 
officer  of  said  force  will  report  to  these  headquarters  in  person  this 
evening  for  instructions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Sweeny : 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  25,  1863. 
The  general  commanding  the  department  directs  that  all  the  ar- 
tillery in  the  divisions  of  your  command  be  placed  in  position  before 
to-morrow  morning  (October  26)  to  resist  an  attack  of  the  enemy. 

J.  M.  BRANNAN, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

(Received  9 p.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

I have  sent  orders  to  General  Sherman  to  move  east  toward  Ste- 
venson, leaving  everything  unguarded,  except  by  the  way  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  east  of  Bear  Creek.  ^ The  possibility  of 
the  enemy  breaking  through  our  lines  east  of  this,  and  present  ina- 
bility to  follow  him  from  there,  if  he  should,  is  the  cause  of^  this 
order.  Sherman’s  forces  are  the  only  troops  I could  throw  in  to 
head  such  a move. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  26,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 

Orders  will  be  issued  placing  General  Sherman  in  command  of  the 
Army  and  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief. 
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Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1803. 

(Received  1.25  a.  m.,  27th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I would  resjoectfully  recommend  Maj.  Gen.  Jolin  A.  Logan  as  a 
suitable  commander  for  Sherman’s  corps. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington : 

I arrived  here  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  after  a ride  on  horseback 
of  50  miles  from  Bridgeport,  over  the  worst  roads  it  is  possible  to 
conceive  of,  and  through  a continuous  drenching  rain.  It  is  now 
clear,  and  so  long  as  it  continues  so  it  is  barely  possible  to  supply 
this  army  from  its  present  base,  but  when  winter  rains  set  in  it  will 
be  impossible.  To  guard  against  the  possible  contingency  of  hav- 
ing to  abandon  Chattanooga  for  want  of  supplies  every  precaution 
is  being  taken.  The  fortifications  are  being  pushed  to  completion, 
and  Avhen  done  a large  part  of  the  troops  could  be  removed  back 
near  to  their  supplies.  The  troops  at  Bridgeport  are  engaged  on 
the  railroad  to  Jasper,  and  can  finish  it  in  about  two  weeks.  Rails 
are  being  taken  from  one  of  the  branch  roads,  which  we  do  not  use. 
This  shortens  the  distance  to  supplies  12  miles,  and  avoids  the  worst 
part  of  the  roads  in  wet  weather.  General  Thomas  had  also  set  on 
foot  before  my  arrival  a plan  for  getting  possession  of  the  river  from 
a point  below  Lookout  Mountain  to  Bridgeport.  If  successful,  and 
I think  it  will  be,  the  question  of  supplies  will  be  fully  settled. 

The  greatest  apprehension  I now  have  is  that  the  enemy  will  move 
a large  force  up  the  river  and  force  a passage  through  our  lines  be- 
tween Blythe’s  Ferry  and  Cotton  Port.  Should  he  do  this,  our  artil- 
lery horses  are  not  in  a condition  to  enable  us  to  follow,  and  neither 
is  our  larder.  This  part  of  the  line  is  well  watched,  but  I cannot  say 
guarded.  To  guard  against  this,  in  addition  to  the  troops  now  on 
that  part  of  the  river,  I have  directed  General  Thomas  to  increase 
the  force  at  McMinnville  immediately  by  one  regiment  of  cavalry, 
with  instructions  to  collect  all  the  provisions  and  forage  which  the 
enemy  would  have  to  depend  on  for  his  subsistence,  giving  vouchers, 
payable  at  once,  where  taken  from  loyal  citizens,  and  payable  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  on  proof  of  good  conduct,  where  disloyal.  As  soon 
as  the  fortifications  are  sufficiently  defensible,  a division  will  be  sent 
there.  I have  also  ordered  Sherman  to  move  eastward  toward  Ste- 
venson until  he  received  further  orders,  guarding  nothing  this  side 
of  Bear  Creek,  with  a view  of  having  his  forces  in  a position  to 
use  if  the  enemy  should  attempt  this  move.  Should  this  not  be 
attempted  when  Sherman  gets  well  up,  there  will  be  force  enough  to 
insure  a line  for  our  supplies,  and  enable  me  to  move  Thomas  to  the 
left,  thus  securing  Burnside’s  position  and  give  a strong  hold  upon 
that  part  of  the  line,  from  which  I suppose  a move  will  finally  have 
to  be  made  to  turn  Bragg.  I think  this  will  have  to  be  done  from 
the  northeast.  This  leaves  a gap  to  the  west  for  the  enemy  to  get 
into  Middle  Tennessee  by,  but  he  has  no  force  to  avail  himself  of 
ffiis  opportunity  with  except  cavalry,  and  our  cavalry  can  be  held 
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ready  to  oppose  this.  I will  endeavor  to  study  up  my  position  well, 
and  post  the  troops  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  to  meet  all  contin- 
gencies. I will  also  endeavor  to  get  the  troojis  in  a state  of  readi- 
ness for  a forward  movement  at  the  earliest  possible  day.  What 
force  the  enemy  have  to  my  front,  I have  no  means  of  judging  accu- 
rately. Deserters  come  in  every  day,  but  their  information  is  lim- 
ited to  their  own  brigades,  or  divisions  at  furthest.  The  camps  of 
the  enemy  are  in  sight,  and  for  the  last  few  days  there  seems  to  have 
been  some  moving  of  troops;  but  where  to  I cannot  tell.  Some 
seem  to  have  gone  toward  Cleveland,  whilst  others  moved  in  exactly 
an  opposite  direction. 

I am,  general,  &c., 

U.  S.  GRAOT, 
Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863. 

Indorsement  on  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  Twelfth 
Corps,  asking  to  be  relieved  from  duty  under  General  Hooker : 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  of  the  army,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

On  taking  command  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  I 
found  Major-General  Hooker  in  command  of  the  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth  Army  Corps.  His  position  is  one  that  rather  embarrasses 
the  service  than  benehts  it,  inasmuch  as  detaching  one  of  these  corps 
would  leave  two  commanders  for  one  small  army  corps.  As  General 
Slocum  objects  to  serving  under  General  Hooker,  who  has  been 
assigned  to  his  present  command  by  the  President,  I would  respect- 
fully recommend  that  General  Hooker  be  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Twelfth  Army  Corjjs  and  General  Slocum  relieved  from 
further  duty. 

[U.  S.  GRANT,] 

Major-  General. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Grant  : 

I have  sent  a commissary  to  Eastport  with  250,000  rations.  -Five 
hundred  thousand  more  and  250  head  of  cattle  will  follow  this  week. 
These  will,  I presume,  be  sufficient  for  Sherman’s  force,  unless  you 
desire  a permanent  depot  of  supplies  forwarded  thence  in  the  direc- 
s tion  of  Chattanooga.  Shall  a depot  at  EastiDort  be  established  ? 

T.  J.  HAINES, 

Colonel,  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Decherd,  October  26,  [1863] — 1 a.  m. 

Colonel  McCook: 

Colonel:  Keep  your  command  saddled  all  night,  and  stand  tc 
horse  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  Keep  a good  lookout  and  cam]j 
guards  wide  awake.  The  explosion  was  at  the  mountain.  Rumored 
a torpedo  blew  up  a locomotive. 

By  order : 

WILLIAM  H.  SINCLAIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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[Inclorseineut.] 

Colonel  Campbell  : 

I send  this  order  for  yonr  information.  Comply  with  it.  Return 
this  by  the  orderly. 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863 — 9 a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  Wartrace: 

Yon  are  to  command  all  troops  stationed  on  the  railroad  from 
Murfreesborongh  to  Bridgeport,  both  inclusive.  You  will  pass  over 
the  line  and  make  such  disposition  as  you  deem  best,  and  report  to 
these  headquarters  where  you  think  it  advisable  to  establish  your 
headquarters.  The  message  sent  you  in  cipher  referred  to  your 
communication  marked  personal,  which  has  been  referred  to  General 
Grant. 

By  order  General  Thomas  : 

. J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Stevenson,  October  26,  1863. 


General  Slocum; 

Was  requested  to  give  you  the  following  message  : 


Stevenson,  October  25,  1863—11  p.  m. 

General  Williams,  Anderson: 

Yours  of  9 p.  m.  just  received.  General  Slocum,  with  one  division  (yours,  I be- 
lieve), is  responsible  for  the  line  south  of  Murfreesborough  to  Bridgeport,  including 
Bridgeport.  No  other  directions  liave  been  given,  save  lhat  he  has  been  advised  of 
how  General  Howard  posted  his  troops.  General  Slocum  will  advise  you,  but  I 
should  think  not  intended,  to  send  Ruger’s  brigade  to  Bridgeport. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

OPERATOR. 


Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  : 

The  Quartermaster-General  suggests  that  Colonel  Buell  be  de- 
tailed to  take  general  supervision  of  all  the  troops  between  here 
and  Bridgeport  and  Stevenson,  and  direct  the  repairs  on  the  roads 
over  which  supplies  are  now  brought.  * Colonel  Buell  is  an  engi- 
neer, and  even  with  the  small  force  on  the  road,  could  repair  the 
worst  places  so  as  to  materially  facilitate  the  transportation  of  sup- 
fdies.  I would  also  suggest  that  a call  be  made  for  ship  carpenters 
and  such  mechanics  as  can  work  on  the  building  of  a steam-boat,  and 
that  30,  if  that  number  can  be  got,  be  detailed  on  extra  duty,  and 
ordered  to  report  to  Capt.  A.  Edwards,  acting  quartermaster,  Bridge- 
port, Ala. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-  General. 

* Colonel  Buell  so  detailed  by  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  286,  headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  same  date. 
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Anderson,  October  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Stevenson: 

All  of  Howard’s  infantry  has  been  relieved,  and  all  of  Geary’s, 
except  some  near  Mnrfreesborough.  My  troops  are  now  on  the  way 
to  relieve  them.  One  of  Geary’s  batteries  is  behind,  but  I under- 
stand on  railroad  train.  One,  or  part  of  one,  of  Howard’s  batteries, 
I learn,  is  at  Tantalon,  or  near  it,  without  horses ; horses  at  Bridge- 
port. It  has  been  there,  I am  told,  for  some  time,  waiting  railroad 
transportation.  I will  send  the  train  up  for  it  if  possible. 

Your  dispatch  ordered  the  batteries  at  Tantalon  to  be  sent  for- 
ward. I knew  of  none  but  my  two  batteries  being  there,  and,  of 
course,  sent  them  forward.  I reported  to  you  at  12.30  o’clock  yes- 
terday that  my  batteries  were  at  Tantalon. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Bridgeport,  October  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Slocum  : 

The  general  directs  me  to  say  under  no  circumstances  make  an 
order  for  any  cars  or  trains  to  move  General  Williams’  troops  or  bat- 
teries. Hereafter  your  troops  will  have  to  march  to  positions  you 
assign  them ; the  road  is  needed  for  supplies. 

Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this.  Answer  immediately. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No:- 2.  f luka.  Miss.,  October  26,  1863. 

^ ^ ^ * 

II.  Capt.  O.  H.  Howard,  chief  signal  officer,  Department  of  the 
Tennessee,  having  reported  for  duty,  will  distribute  his  officers 
equally  among  the  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seventeenth  Corps, 
and  will  himself,  witli  an  assistant  and  two  field  signal  apparatus, 
report  at  headquarters  of  the  department  in  the  field. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Anderson,  October  26,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General: 

Ruger’s  brigade  will  be  at  Cowan  this  evening.  It  is  ordered  to 
guard  from  Elk  River  to  Murfreesborough.  I will  telegraph  him 
to  send  a regiment  by  first  train  to  Christiana.  The  road  has  been 
interrupted  to-day.  Knipe’s  brigade  is  taking  the  posts  from  Bridge- 
port to  Elk  River,  and  is  in  possession  as  far  up  as  Cowan.  Have 
received  no  instructions  from  corps  headquarters,  except,  generally, 
that  I was  to  guard  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Murfreesborough. 
Huger  will  take  first  cars  for  all  posts  above ; he  is  marching  to-day, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Anderson,  Octoher  2G,  18G3 — G p.  m. 
Major-General  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  train  is  here  with  the  two  batteries  of  my  division.  It  lias 
been  detained  by  getting  off  track.  Shall  these  batteries  be  taken 
up  to  Cowan  and  Eleventh  Corps  battery  brought  back  on  return, 
or  shall  my  two  batteries  go  on  to  Stevenson  ? I ordered  my  battery 
horses  back,  but  messenger  has  not  returned.  They  may  be  in 
Bridgeport. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Stevenson,  Octoher  26,  1863— a.  m. 

(Received  11.45  a.  m.,  26th.) 

General  Alpheus  S.  Williams: 

No  batteries  of  yours  have  been  ordered  to  Bridgeport;  it  was  the 
batteries  of  General  Geary’s  division  and  General  Howard’s  corps,  that 
you  were  relieving,  that  were  ordered  forward.  If  you  have  started 
horses  from  your  batteries  you  had  better  send  and  have  them 
return  at  once.  If  you  have  not  relieved  Howard’s  and  Geary’s 
troops,  do  so  at  once,  and  send  them  to  Bridgeport,  short  route. 
General  Slocum  will  give  all  orders  for  your  division. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD. 


Bridgeport,  Octoher  26,  1863 — 6.30  p.  m. 

(Received  6.45  p.  m.) 

Alpheus  S.  Williams: 

Your  dispatch  of  3 p.  m.*  just  received.  The  general  directs  me 
to  repeat  that  orders  for  your  batteries  will  only  come  from  General 
Slocum.  Make  every  possible  exertion  to  send  the  batteries  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps  and  of  General  Geary  here  without  delay. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Murfreesborough,  Octoher  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Slocum  : 

Wagon  train  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  left  at  8 this  morning.  Infor- 
mation has  been  received  here  that  Wheeler’s  cavalry  are  approach- 
ing Shelbyville  and  are  within  8 miles  of  there. 

Have  you  any  cavalry  ? 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Murfreesborough,  Octoher  26,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I have  but  two  small  regiments,  numbering  about  500.  I have 
therefore  sent  five  companies,  under  a competent  officer  ; two  com- 


* Probably  6 p.  ra. 
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panies  of  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  and  three  of  the  Thirty-first 
Wisconsin,  leaving  the  remainder  of  the  Thirty-first  to  guard  water- 
tank  and  depot  buildings. 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Chattanooga,  Octoher  26,  1863—11.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Mitchell  ; 

The  general  commanding  directs  you  to  send  two  regiments  of 
cavalry  from  your  command,  to  relieve  mounted  troops  now  on  duty, 
from  here  to  Blythe’s  Ferry.  One  regiment  will  go  to  Blythe’s 
Ferry,  and  relieve  the  battalion  of  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Rohie  ; the  other  to  relieve  Colonel  Harrison, 
Thirty-ninth  Indiana.  Send  their  transportation  with  them,  and 
direct  them  to  have  their  wagons  loaded  and  follow  along  the  line  of 
railroad  as  soon  as  possible,  while  the  regiments  push  on  in  advance. 

The  detachment  guarding  the  river  below  this  will  be  relieved  as 
soon  as  possible. 

C.  GODDARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


MurfreesbOrough, 
Octoher  26,  1863 — 2.30  p.  m. 


Major-General  Slocum  : 

My  forces  all  inside  the  fortifications,  except  the  Fourth  Tennessee 
Cavalry  and  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  and  one  section  hTinth  Ohio 
Battery.  The  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  is  situated  on  a hill  about  400 
yards  from  the  fort,  with  a good  redoubt  and  the  section  of  Ninth 
Ohio  Battery.  They  can  easily  fall  into  the  fort,  if  necessary. 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colo7iel,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Octoher  26,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 
Governor  Andrew  Johnson, 

Nashville,  Tenn. : 

Dispatch  of  yesterday  received.  I deem  it  of  vital  importance 
that  the  Northwestern  Railroad  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
will  therefore  cheerfully  give  you  as  many  companies  from  the  Mich- 
igan Engineers  as  can  be  spared.  General  Grant  informed  me  that 
J.  B.  Anderson  had  been  appointed  by  the  War  Department.  I sin- 
cerely hope  the  new  arrangement  will  work.  Colonel  Innes  is  an  en- 
ergetic and  intelligent  officer.  I shall  be  glad  to  see  General  Gillem 
and  confer  with  him  on  the  matters  you  mention  in  your  dispatch. 
Nothing  will  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  aid  all  in  my  power  to 
restore  Tennessee  to  the  Union. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Nashville,  October'  2G,  1863 — 8.10  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Dispatch  of  22d  just  received.  Answered  yesterday.  In  ans^ver 
to  dispatch  of  24th,  effective  force  Seventh  Kentucky,  342 ; Third 
East  Tennessee,  189.  Every  available  man  now  out  after  Hawkins, 
with  orders  to  follow  as  long  as  a trace  of  him  can  he  found. 

R.  S.  GRANGER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 

(Received  27th.) 

General  Burnside  : 

Have  you  indications  of  a force  coming  from  Lee’s  army  by  way 
of  Abingdon  toward  you  ? Do  you  hear  of  any  of  Bragg’s  troops 
threatening  you  from  the  southwest  ? Thomas’  command  is  in  bad 
condition  to  move,  for  want  of  animals  of  sufficient  strength  to  move 
his  artillery,  and  for  want  of  subsistence.  If  you  are  threatened 
with  a force  beyond  what  you  can  compete  with,  efforts  must  be 
made  to  assist  you.  Answer. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Loudon,  October  26,  1863. 

General  A.  E.  Burnside, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Loudon,  Tenn. : 

General  : The  command,  owing  to  broken-down  horses  and  sick 
men,  will  not  be  as  large  as  I expected.  The  Second  Brigade  can 
only  start  about  450,  and  report  that  it  is  every  effective  man.  This 
brigade  has  about  1,300  men  for  duty,  but  has  a line  of  pickets  down 
the  river  and  also  couriers.  I think,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  advis- 
able to  divide  the  command  to  send  a large  party  to  the  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  SANDERS, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


JONESBOROUGH,  October  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

My  advance  and  scouts  on  the  river  report  all  quiet  during  the 
night. 

I give  you  below  the  statement  of  a discharged  soldier,  who  was 
arrested  by  rebels  in  their  retreat,  and  taken  to  Abingdon  and  re- 
leased, and  captured  by  our  forces.  He  says  he  left  Abingdon  on 
the  16th  instant,  the  day  we  were  engaged  in  destroying  the  road 
above  Bristol ; that  re-enforcements  from  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh 
Corps  had  reached  Abingdon;  that  the  force  at  Abingdon  on  that 
day  was  16,000;  that  they  had  sixty-odd  pieces  of  artillery  ; that 
these  re-enforcements  were  to  have  come  down  to  Bull’s  Gap,  but 
that  we  whipped  the  enemy  back  before  they  could  get  farther  than 
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Abingdon.  He  also  states  that  lie  has  an  uncle  on  General  Williams’ 
staff ; that  his  nncle  told  him  that  General  Ransom  had  started  an 
infantry  force,  via  Morrison  Gap,  to  join  Wheeler,  Pegram,  &c.,  at 
Cumberland  Gap,  and  when  that  junction  was  effected  there  the 
force  at  Abingdon  under  Maj.  Gen.  William  E.  Jones  and  Hampton 
were  to  move  down  in  this  direction.  I give  you  this  for  what  it  is 
worth.  He  says  General  William  E.  Jones  and  Hampton  came  with 
the  re-enforcements.  I think  I will  be  able  by  night  to  give  you 
some  definite  information  in  relation  to  the  enemy. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  October  26,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

Your  corps  report  is  received.  I am  forced  to  draw  from  your 
corps  every  man  that  can  possibly  be  spared.  Three  hundred  men 
at  Paducah,  2,000  at  Columbus,  3,500  at  Memphis,  3,000  at  Corinth, 
and  2,000  at  intermediate  points  of  the  railroad  must  suffice  for  the 
present.  This  makes  10,000.  Your  report  shows  23,000,  besides  the 
troops  in  Arkansas,  some  of  which  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

I want  you  to  organize  a strong  division  under  General  Dodge,  of 
at  least  8,000  effectives,  and  put  them  as  quick  as  possible  at  East- 
port  or  Florence,  to  follow  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  You  can  use 
the  railroad  now  exclusively,  as  I will  trust  to  the  river.  Do  you 
want  to  remain  at  Memphis  or  to  take  the  field  ? Telegraph  and 
write  me  fully  your  wishes.  I send  you  to-morrow  General  Grant’s 
letter,  which  makes  the  foregoing  a necessity. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Allen, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  Sherman  directs  that  all  stores  and  supplies  for  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps  be  sent  by  the  Tennessee  River. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth,  Miss. : 

General  : I send  General  Stevenson  to  you  for  assignment  to 
command.  It  will  probably  be  well  for  you  to  break  your  force  into 
two  divisions,  and  give  him  the  eastern  one.  Any  arrangement  you 
may  make  of  this  kind  will  be  approved  by  me. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- General, 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

luka,  October  26,  18G3. 

General  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth,  and 

General  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

It  will  exactly  suit  us  if  Joe  Johnston  will  assemble  a force  at 
Okolona.  Don’t  disturb  them  now,  but  keep  a spy  there  to  report 
their  object.  I expect  the  Tennessee  Eiver  will  supply  me  in  future, 
and  I will  look  to  the  railroad  only  as  auxiliary.  I will  gradually 
draw  this  way  all  the  troops  but  a small  command  at  Memphis,  and 
from  Tuscumbia  or  luka  or  Corinth  we  could  strike  any  force  the 
enemy  may  assemble  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  about  Okolona 
or  Columbus. 

We  want  the  enemy  to  divide,  and  not  pile  on  too  heavy  at  Chat- 
tanooga, where  it  is  so  hard  to  feed  and  supply  our  troops. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  Corinth,  Miss. : 

Make  no  movement  on  Okolona  now.  General  Sherman  wishes 
them  to  mass  at  that  point.  Keep  close  watch  on  their  movement 
at  and  about  Okolona,  and  report  to  him,  as  well  as  here,  whatever 
you  learn. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

' Major-General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Commanding  Sixth  Division,  Columbus,  Ky. : 

General  : I send  you  a copy  of  General  Sherman’s  orders  in  letter 
form.* 

I have  ordered  the  Sixth  Tennessee  Cavalry  to  occupy  the  country 
about  Jackson,  and  thence  to  Trenton,  east  of  the  Memphis  and  Ohio 
Railroad. 

The  Seventh  Tennessee  is  ordered  to  move  up  to  Union  City  to  re- 
port to  you  as  the  nucleus  of  recruiting.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haw- 
kins is  a very  inferior  officer,  and  should  be  got  rid  of. 

_ With  the  Sixth  established  about  Jackson,  you  will  keep  a con- 
siderable force  in  motion  above  and  follow  General  Sherman’s  in- 
structions. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 


lUKA,  October  26,  1863. 

General  Hurlbut  : 

Caution  the  newspapers  of  Memphis ; they  publish  too  much  non- 
sense. No  anonymous  letters,  no  praise  or  censure  of  officers,  no 
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discussion  of  the  policy  and  measures  of  Government  without  the 
article  is  reviewed  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Memphis,  and  ed- 
itor responsible  for  the  general  tenor  of  extracts  of  other  papers. 
The  manifold  publications  about  the  Collierville  affair  are  ridiculous. 
My  orders  must  not  be  published  unless  sent  direct  to  the  editor  with 
an  order  of  publication  indorsed  thereon. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Col.  August  Mersy: 


Corinth,  October  26,  1863. 


General  Dodge  wishes  to  know  from  what  direction  Richardson  is 
moving  or  in  what  locality  the  scouts  understand  him  to  be. 
Respectfully, 


J.  W.  BARNES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  Miss.,  October  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Comdg.  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

General  : By  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  I have  the 
honor  herewith  to  inclose  for  your  perusal  a copy  of  General  Grant’s 
letter*  of  date  19th  instant;  also  a copy  of  telegram  sent  to  you  this 
evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  October  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee : 

Dear  General  : I am  just  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  am  gratified  to  learn  of  your  safe  arrival  in  Cairo.  I pre- 
sume ere  this  you  have  received  a full  account  of  the  reconnaissance 
toward  Canton,  as  I sent  you  a full  report  the  day  I returned.  I am 
satisfied  the  rebels  have  a much  larg:er  force  of  mounted  men  in  this 
State  than  we  have  given  them  credit  for. 

If  Chalmers  had  from  3,000  to  4,000  at  Collierville  and  Lee  4,000 
at  Tuscumbia,  they  have  not  less  than  10,000,  as  I know  there  were 
fully  2,500,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery,  in  front  of  me  when  I was 
near  Livingston,  all  cavalry  and  well  armed.  We  got  some  few  of 
their  arms,  short  Enfield  rifles,  with  sword  bayonets,  an  excellent 
weapon  for  fighting  on  foot  or  on  horseback. 

I started  the  cavalry  off  several  times  on  side  roads  to  make  a 
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' detour  and  come  in  on  the  rear  flank  of  the  enemy,  but  they  inva- 
riably got  stopped,  and  sent  back  for  infantry  and  artillery  to  assist 
in  dislodging  the  enemy.  It  is  well  they  did  not  strike  off  for  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  road  ; if  they  had  they  would  have  stood  nine 
chances  out  of  ten  of  being  cut  off. 

There  is  no  disguising  the  fact  the  cavali*}^  of  Cosby’s  and  Wliit- 
fi eld’s  brigades  is  far  superior  to  ours  under  Winslow.  Winslow 
himself  is  a very  good  officer,  though  somewhat  lacking  in  spirit  and 
dash,  but  many  of  his  subordinate  officers  are  of  no  account  what- 
ever ; even  the  horses  have  caught  the  timidity  of  the  men,  and  turn 
around  involuntarily  and  break  for  the  rear  as  soon  as  a cannon  shot 
is  fired.  This  occurred  twice  on  the  expedition,  and  before  any  one 
was  hurt.  Winslow  is  doing  his  best  to  get  the  cavalry  in  shape,  and 
make  up  a proper  spirit.  I am  going  to  give  him  two  rifled  guns  and 
two  12-pounder  howitzers,  in  the  place  of  his  mountain  howitzers, 
and  I hope  to  see  some  signs  of  improvement. 

All  the  information  I can  get  confirms  the  report  sent  to  you  by 
Captain  Gile,  aide-de-camp,  that  the  rebels  have  a very  respectable 
force  of  infantry  at  Canton,  Brandon,  and  other  points  toward 
Meridian. 

Davis  was  as  far  west  as  Jackson  with  Joe  Johnston.  If  they  at- 
tempt to  retake  this  place,  I don’t  think  they  will  find  us  unprepared, 
and  they  may  expect  to  fight  and  fight  hard  and  long  before  they 
get  it.  I have  not  had  anything  alarming  from  Hawkins  for  several 
days. 

I learned  to-day  that  an  expedition  of  about  2,500  mounted  men, 
with  a battery  of  artillery,  was  organizing  at  some  point  northwest 
of  Monroe,  with  a view  of  making  a raid  on  the  river,  though  I do 
not  place  much  reliance  on  the  information.  It  would  be,  however, 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  rebel  Secretary  of  War,  as 
contained  in  the  letter  which  was  captured.  The  fact  is,  general,  I 
believe  the  rebels  have  more  men  in  the  field  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  to-day  than  we  have,  and  they  are  able  to  concentrate  them 
more  rapidly  than  we  can  possibly  do. 

What  shall  I do  with  the  Confederate  prisoners  who  were  left  here 
in  hospitals  ? There  are  113  and  3 surgeons.  All  of  them  are  conval- 
escent, and  can  be  moved,  except  12.  They  ought  to  be  disposed  of 
in  some  way,  and  I do  not  feel  like  sending  them  out  of  the  lines  here 
until  I hear  from  you. 

I have  presented  your  regards  to  all,  and  they  all  unite  in  sending 
their  best  wishes  for  your  success.  I assure  you,  general,  nothing 
would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be  near  you,  and  to  assist,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  in  rendering  your  ojjerations  successful. 

My  kindest  regards  to  all  the  staff,  and  believe  me,  truly,  your 
friend, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  October  26,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hawkins, 

Commanding  Goodrich’ s Landing : 

General  : I have  decided  to  retain  the  two  negro  regiments  which 
you  sent  down  here  for  the  present,  and  have  sent  up  for  their  camp 
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and  garrison  equipage.  There  is  a vast  amount  of  work  required 
to  complete  the  new  line  of  defense  for  this  place,  and  I am  working 
all  the  men  I can  from  Logan’s  and  McArthur’s  divisions,  as  well  as 
the  negro  brigade.  When  this  work  is  done  I will  order  them  back 
to  you  unless  there  are  good  reasons  for  detaining  them  here.  Do 
you  hear  anything  more  of  the  movements  of  the  rebels  west  of 
Bayou  Macon?  It  is  reported  that  an  expedition  of  about  2,000  is 
organizing  at  some  point  northwest  of  Monroe  to  make  a raid  on 
the  river.  You  will  keep  on  the  alert,  and,  if  possible,  get  informa- 
tion of  their  movements  in  time  for  us  to  anticipate  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

Major-General. 


Frankfort,  October  26,  1863. 

Captain  Anderson  : 

The  guerrillas  overrun  the  border  and  rob  banks,  sack  towns,  and 
pillage  the  people ; all  for  want  of  horses,  horse  equipments,  and 
arms.  We  have  more  than  3,000,  and  can  clear  the  country,  if  the 
men  be  mounted  and  equipped.  Can  you  have  horses,  &:c.,  fur- 
nished ? Go  to  Camp  Nelson  now. 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Munfordville,  October  26,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

Colonel  Strickland, 

Glasgow : 

Send  100  mounted  men  toward  and  to  Burkesville.  It  is  possible 
they  may  intercept  Richardson.  Let  them  move  immediately  under 
some  discreet  officer. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  [ Hdqrs.  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  264.  ) Memjjliis,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1863. 

I.  Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 
commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith, 
commanding  District  of  Columbus,  will  cause  the  One  hundred  and 
eleventh  Illinois  Infantry  to  be  embarked  at  Paducah  and  be  trans- 
ported by  steamer  to  Waterloo,  Tenn. ; thence  to  march  by  land  to 
Florence,  Ala.,  reporting  to  Major-General  Sherman.  All  public 
military  stores  will  be  withdrawn  from  Paducah  and  the  place  aban- 
doned as  a military  post.  The  people  of  Paducah  will  be  held  re- 
sponsible in  person  and  in  property  for  the  maintenance  of  good 
order  and  peace  within  its  limits,  and  will  be  notified  that  any 
insult  or  injury  offered  to  any  Union  man  will  be  visited  upon  the 
city  in  the  banishment  of  its  princix)al  men  and  the  destruction  of 
property. 

II.  The  Sixth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Colonel  Hurst,  will  move  upon 
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Bolivar  and  Jackson,  covering  the  country  east  of  the  Memphis  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  and  suppressing  with  all  necessary  severity  the  guer- 
rilla and  conscripting  parties  south  of  Trenton.  They  will  draAV 
supplies  from  the  country,  giving  receipts,  to  be  settled  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  No  plundering  or  x)illaging  by  men  or  officers  will  be 
allowed.  Colonel  Hurst  will  report  weekly,  through  the  command- 
ing officer  at  La  Grange,  to  the  chief  of  cavalry.  The  men  of  this 
regiment  will  not  be  permitted  to  scatter,  but  will  move  actively  in 
organized  force.  All  horses  tit  for  Government  service  will  be  taken 
by  the  quartermaster  of  the  regiment  and  turned  over  at  once  to  the 
quartermaster  at  La  Grange,  and  receipts  given  as  above.  The 
people  of  the  country  will  be  informed  that  they  must  organize  to 
put  down  robbers  and  guerrillas  or  be  subject  to  the  continual  pres- 
ence of  a force  that  will ; they  must  co-operate  with  the  National 
forces.* 

❖ He  * 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  will  assemble  all  the  mounxed  force 
he  can  spare  at  and  near  Union  City  and  move  down,  sweeping  the 
country  between  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  in  accord- 
ance with  letter  from  General  Sherman,  a copy  of  which  accompa- 
nies this  order,  f 

Hs  ^ He  H;  * 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Stevenson,  having  been  assigned  to  this  corps, 
will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  at  Corinth,  commanding 
Left  Wing,  for  duty. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

VI.  By  direction  of  Major-General  Sherman,  commanding  depart- 
ment, the  several  newspapers  published  in  Memphis  are  warned 
that  they  must  cease  publication  of  reports,  anonymous  or  other- 
wise, of  action  or  movement  of  troops  within  this  department.  No 
discussion  of  the  policy  or  measures  of  the  Government  will  be  tol- 
erated, and  the  editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers  will  be  held 
accountable  for  the  character  of  extracts  published  by  them  from 
Northern  papers.  Neither  officers  nor  troops  within  this  command 
will  be  the  subject  of  either  praise  or  censure  through  these  news- 
papers, as  neither  the  editors  nor  the  correspondents  have  the  right 
or  the  ability  to  give  praise  where  deserved  or  to  withhold  it  when 
undeserved.  No  order  of  the  major-general  commanding  depart- 
ment will  be  published  unless  accompanied  with  an  order  for  publi- 
cation from  headquarters  of  the  department. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut : 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C., 
October  27,  1863 — 2.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 

General  J ohn  A.  Logan  has  been  placed  in  command  of  Sherman’s 
corps.  General  G.  H.  Thomas  has  been  appointed  a brigadier- 
general,  U.  S.  Army,  in  place  of  General  R.  Anderson,  retired. 
Three  Western  batteries  from  here  and  a heavy  battery  from  Wis- 
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cousin  have  been  ordered  to  Chattanooga.  They  can  be  used  as 
garrison  artillery,  if  reqnired.  I fear  General  Thomas’  plan  of  rais- 
ing a veteran  regiment  of  artillery  is  impracticable,  as  the  men 
would  be  drawn  from  different  States,  and,  therefore,  in  violation 
of  law  and  General  Orders.  An  infantry  regiment  or  several  bat- 
teries from  the  same  State  can  be  organized  as  a regiment  of  heavy 
artillery.  Had  not  any  additional  troops  we  can  obtain  better  be 
sent  to  Corinth  and  Eastport,  to  secure  General  Sherman’s  rear  ^ 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863—9  p.  m. 

(Received  3.05  a.  m.,  28th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

I have  ordered  McPherson  to  send  one  division  of  troops  to  Sher- 
man. This  will  leave  him  a present  effective  force  of  at  least  13,000 
white  troops.  These  will  go  by  way  of  Corinth.  I think  it  advisa- 
ble to  send  all  troops  intended  to  join  Sherman  from  the  north  up 
Tennessee  River  to  Eastport. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-  General, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

(Received  11.25  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

Four  thousand  sets  horse  equipments  are  required  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland  as  soon  as  they  can  be  had.  They  should 
be  sent  to  Nashville. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General, 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863—7  p.  m. 

(Received  3.10  a.  m.,  28th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief : 

Thomas  Crutchfield  is  here,  and  reported  to  be  a strong  Union 
man.  Thompson  I do  not  know.  I have  ordered  the  immediate  ar- 
rest of  both,  and  will  send  them  under  guard  to  Louisville  for  trial. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Decherd,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

Col.  E.  M.  McCook, 

Commanding  First  Division  Cavalry : 

Colonel  : Having  been  relieved  from  duty  with  the  cavalry  com- 
mand, and  from  the  First  Cavalry  Division  of  this  department,  I 
desire,  through  you,  to  convey  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  divis- 
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ion  my  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have,  with  few  excep- 
tions, performed  their  whole  duty,  thereby  greatly  aiding  me  in  the 
exercise  of  the  command  of  such  division.  To  you  and  to  them  I 
tender  my  acknowledgments  of  their  gallantry  and  their  soldierly 
conduct  on  all  occasions,  both  on  the  field  and  in  camp. 

For  your  own  services  in  the  command  of  my  division  I have  to 
thank  you,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  appreciation  of  your  labors  in 
the  camp  and  your  gallantry  and  skill  in  the  field. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Decherd,  October  27,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  following  dispatch  is  just  received  : 

Columbia,  October  27,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Sinclair, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Decherd : 

My  scouts  have  returned  from  Pulaski.  They  learn  from  deserters  that  rebel  cav- 
alry have  not  crossed  the  Tennessee ; that  Wheeler  had  stated  his  intention  to  cross 
as  soon  as  organized.  The  deserters  left  the  river  Saturday  morning.  Scouts  from 
Shelby ville  have  been  to  Pulaski.  I shall  send  scouts  to  penetrate  as  far  as  the 
river,  if  possible,  and  will  keep  you  advised. 

H.  R.  MIZNER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

WILLIAM  H.  SIISrCLAIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Tullahoma,  October  27,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Have  just  arrived.  My  headquarters  will  be  here  for  the  present. 
Will  report  position  of  troops  to-morrow.  Please  send  division  mail 
here. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 


Tullahoma,  October  27,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  whether  my  orders,  sending  the 
Second  Massachusetts  to  Christiana  and  the  Third  Wisconsin  to 
Wartrace,  were  changed  upon  their  reporting  at  corps  headquarters, 
and,  if  so,  what  are  their  present  positions  ? 

" THOS.  H.  RUGER, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Tullahoma,  October  27,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Eodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Have  arrived  here.  Received  dispatch  to  leave  two  regiments 
here.  Will  leave  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  and  One  hundred  and 
fiftieth  Hew  York.  Will  have  Thirteenth  Hew  Jersey  and  One  hun- 
dred and  seventh  Hew  York  as  far  as  Wartrace  to-inorrow. 

THOS.  H.  RUGER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


- Cowan,  October  27,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjidant- General : 

Muhlenberg’s  and  Woodbury’s  batteries  were  loaded  on  cars  to  go 
to  Bridgeport,  under  General  Butterfield’s  orders,  and  it  was  after- 
ward found  he  intended  one  battery  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  and  one 
of  Geary’s  instead.  I held  them  at  Anderson  until  2 o’clock  this 
morning  awaiting  Moseley’s  arrival  with  the  instructions,  but  Moseley 
did  not  reach  me,  and  an  engine  having  been  sent  from  Stevenson 
to  haul  our  batteries,  I have  brought  them  here.  I find  here  the 
orders  Moseley  brought,  which  direct  tliat  these  batteries  shall  go  to 
Stevenson  and  Bridgeport.  I cannot  control  the  train  only  to  Dech- 
erd.  Shall  I ask  Innes  for  an  engine  to  haul  the  batteries  to  Steven- 
son, or  shall  I unload  here  and  send  them  by  land  ? I do  not  think 
the  horses  can  draw  them  over  the  mountain,  and  besides  some  of 
the  wheels  cannot  stand  it.  Will  give  further  particulars  hereafter. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Columbia,  October  27,  1863. 


W.  H.  Sinclair, 

Assistant  Adjidant-Generol : 

Daily  information  confirms  the  belief  that  there  are  no  rebels  this 
side  of  Tennessee  River,  except  scouting  and  foraging  parties  and 
bands  of  stragglers  and  deserters.  I captured  12  guerrillas  last 
night. 

H.  R.  MIZHER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hashville,  October  27,  1863. 

Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

The  garrison  at  this  post  is  as  follows  : Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  Seventieth  Indiana,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Illinois, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Illinois,  and  Eighteenth  Michigan ; 
total  infantry,  2,882 ; Seventh  Kentucky  and  Third  East  Tennessee 
Cavalry ; total  cavalry,  531 ; total  artillery,  182.  On  railroad  be- 
tween this  and  Murfreesborough— One  hundred  and  second  Illinois, 
476  strong,  dispqsed  as  follows  ; One  company  at  Oyer^ll’s,  Creeki, 
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one  company  at  Stewart’s  Creek,  one  company  at  stockades  Nos.  1, 
2,  and  3 each,  five  companies  at  La  Vergne,  one  battery  of  artillery, 
one  piece  at  stockade  No.  1,  one  i)iece  at  stockade  No.  2,  two  at  La 
Vergne,  and  one  at  Stewart’s  Creek. 

Thirteenth  Wisconsin,  about  GOO  strong,  arrived  this  evening. 
This,  with  the  infantry  at  this  iiost,  is  the  least  possible  infantry 
force  with  which  the  duty  at  this  post  can  be  jjerformed.  The  cav- 
alry should  be  increased  to  1,000  effective  men  to  T)atrol  the  road,  to 
escort  trains,  droves  of  cattle,  droves  of  horses,  for  vedettes  on  the 
numerous  pikes  out  of  this  post,  and  to  leave  a reasonable  force  to  look 
after  the  large  force  of  guerrillas  to  the  west  and  east  of  this  post. 
Hawkins  and  other  guerrilla  chiefs  have  not  less  than  1,000,  and  more, 
probably  800  men,  along  the  Harpeth  and  west  of  it.  Fifty  men  are 
reported  to-night  within  6 miles  of  La  Vergne.  General  Hooker 
and  commanding  officer  at  Murfreesborough  report  800  at  Milton. 
There  are  in  addition  small  bands  in  Wilson  County,  which  would 
increase  the  force  50  more,  making  a total  of  1,700.  If  the  force  at 
Milton  is  not  exaggerated,  I am  certain  the  number  (1,700)  is  a low 
estimate  of  the  enemy’s  mounted  force  which  this  force  would  have 
to  look  after.  Hawkins  and  two  other  chiefs  to  the  west  have  been 
reported  to  me  from  Clarksville  and  other  forces  [places?]  as  high 
as  1,000.  No  reports  have  recently  been  received  from  my  division 
occupying  my  station  south  of  Murfreesborough.  Franklin  and 
Colunibia  are  occupied  by  the  Fourteenth  Michigan.  Two  com- 
panies arrived  at  Franklin  and  eight  at  Columbia.  If  guns  on  for- 
tifications are  to  be  manned  200  artillerists  will  be  required.  I 
strengthened  the  posts  between  this  and  Gallatin  with  troops  sent 
by  General  Boyle,  now  under  command  of  General  Paine,  and  which 
are  to  be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible  and  returned  to  Kentucky. 

R.  S.  GRANGER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Nashville,  October  27.  1863 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I have  the  hOnor  to  report  another  accident  upon  the  road  last 
night.  The  rebels  placed  a torpedo  upon  the  track  just  south  of  the 
tunnel,  and  as  soon  as  the  engine  struck  it,  it  blew  her  up,  throwing 
her  across  the  track  and  making  a complete  wreck  of  her.  I have  a 
large  force  hard  at  work  getting  things  righted  again. 

W.  P.  INNES, 

Colonel,  and  Military  Superintendent. 


Chattanooga,  October  27,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside, 

Knoxville,  Tenn. : 

Relieve  General  Boyle  from  duty  at  Louisville  and  order  him  to 
the  field.  In  choosing  a successor,  we  want  a man  of  firmness  and 
free  from  all  politics  and  isms,  one  who  will  do  his  duty  without 
fear  and  with  good  judgment, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General, 
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Loudon,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863—7  p.  m. 

(Received  11.45  a.  m.,  28tli.) 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief : ' 

We  have  had  many  reports  here  with  reference  to  Ewelhs  corps 
coming  from  Lee’s  army  against  ns  by  way  of  Abingdon,  but  the 
indications  are  that  no  such  force  has  yet  made  its  appearance  at 
Abingdon,  and  I am  inclined  to  believe  the  reports  to  be  incorrect. 
But  there  is  a considerable  force  from  Bragg’s  army  on  this  side  of 
the  Hiwassee ; one  division  at  Sweet  W ater  and  two  others  said  to 
be  approaching  there.  We  have  had  constant  cavalry  skirmishing 
for  several  days,  the  first  day  resulting  in  a loss  to  us  of  over  400 
prisoners  from  Wolford’s  brigade,  but  since  that  day  the  results  have 
been  in  our  favor.  The  morning  I came  here  I determined  that  the 
position  held  by  our  troops  on  the  railroad  side  of  the  river  was  not 
a good  position  for  defense,  except  for  a laTger  force  than  can  possi- 
bly be  spared.  For  this  place  I ordered  what  I considered  to  be  suf- 
ficient re-enforcements  to  make  a move  toward  the  Hiwassee,  but 
I am  now  satisfied  that  no  decisive  result  Avill  follow  a movement  of 
that  kind,  particularly  as  this  army  is  not  ready  for  a movement. 
We  might  drive  the  enemy  to  the  Hiwassee  River,  but  as  their  cars 
run  up  to  the  crossing  a sufficient  force  could  be  concentrated  against 
us  by  them,  no  doubt,  to  drive  us  back,  and  no  good  would  result 
from  the  movement.  I have  been  warned  by  General  Halleck  not 
to  be  caught  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  nothing  but  a strong 
desire  to  attack  a force  from  the  front  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land ever  kept  me  on  that  side,  because  I am  not  strong  enough  to 
attack  them  in  the  flank,  although  I was  at  one  time  favorable  to 
passing  their  flank  and  attacking  their  communications.  I have, 
therefore,  thought  it  best  to  withdraw  the  force  from'  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  and  only  attempt  to  hold  that  part  of  the  country  south 
of  the  Holston  and  east  of  Little  Tennessee  River,  and  all  of  that 
part  of  the  State  north  of  the  Big  Tennessee.  Heither  the  Little 
Tennessee  nor  the  Holston  are  now  fordable,  and  I shall  now  move 
the  pontoon-bridge  to  some  point  above  the  junction  of  these  rivers-, 
and  hold  Kingston  and  Knoxville  as  strongly  as  possible.  We  are 
building  pontoon-boats  as  rapidly  as  possible  at  Kingston  for  a bridge 
across  the  Tennessee  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Clinch  River,  which, 
with  a flank  movement  in  case  they  attempt  to  move  up  the  railroad 
to  Loudon  in  force,  [sic] 

I telegraphed  you  several  days  ago  in  reference  to  the  construction 
of  a road  which  we  propose  to  draw  our  supplies  on.  If  the  railroad 
to  McMinnville  is  in  operation,  it  is  possible  that  supplies  might  be 
drawn  from  there but  it  is  reported  as  almost  impracticable,  par- 
ticularly at  the  crossing  of  the  Caney  Fork  River.  I am  satisfied 
that  if  the  enemy  hold  the  country  about  Chattanooga  so  that  we 
cannot  command  the  railroad,  we  shall  have  to  draw  our  supplies 
from  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Cumberland,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Big  South  Fork.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  put  the  road  in  con- 
dition for  winter  travel  from  that  place.  The  only  Indiana  regi- 
ments we  have  are  in  the  extreme  front.  Details  will  be  sent  as  soon 
as  possible.  Our  necessities  for  subsistence  and  clothing  will  pre- 
vent ns  from  accuranlating  a supply  of  ammunition  as  rapidly  as 
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you  order.  Unless  Captain  Irvin  can  furnish  wagon  transportation 
from  McMinnville  for  the  clothing  which  he  proposes  to  send  up 
from  Nashville,  we  can  probably  get  it  sooner  from  Camx)  Nelson. 
If  he  could  possibly  send  the  amount  you  ordered  to  Kingston,  it 
would  be  a very  great  service  to  us.  If  the  disposition  of  my  forces 
is  not  satisfactory  to  you,  I shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  from  you 
specific  instructions.  If  it  becomes  necessary  to  evacuate  this  coun- 
try in  order  to  re-enforce  Thomas,  we  hold  ourselves  ready  to  do  it, 
though  it  would  be  a sad  thing  for  this  country.  While  I do  not 
believe  that  Ewell's  corps  is  at  Abingdon,  I am  satisfied  that  all  the 
rebel  forces  of  West  Virginia  are  concentrated  in  that  neighborhood, 
and  will  probably  amount  to  15,000. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


Loudon,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863—2  p.  m. 

(Received  11.10  p.  m.) 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  United  States : 

I deem  it  my  duty  to  say  to  you  that  the  state  of  my  health  is  such 
that  I may  at  any  moment  become  unfit  for  duty  in  the  field.  I have 
been  suffering  more  or  less  ever  since  the  Mexican  war  with  chronic 
diarrhea,  but  having  a remarkable  constitution  the  effects  of  disease 
have  not  been  apparent  to  any  save  those  intimately  connected  with 
me.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I have  been  so  anxious  to  quit 
the  field,  and  I am  now  suffering  very  much  from  it,  and  therefore 
deem  it  my  duty  to  let  you  know  this  that  you  may  think  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  rnaking  other  arrangements  for  the  command  of  the  de- 
partment. I do  not  ask  to  be  relieved  during  the  present  emergency, 
and  shall  continue  at  my  post  as  long  as  it  is  possible  and  desirable 
for  the  interests  of  the  public  service. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

• October  27,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  White, 

Comdg.  Second  Division^  Tiuenty -third  Army  Corps : 

General  : By  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  I have  the 
honor  to  give  you  the  following  as  the  arrangement  for  withdrawing 
the  troops  from  the  south  side  of  the  river  to-morrow.  General 
Potter  has  been  ordered  to  be  on  this  side  of  the  river  before  daylight 
with  the  main  body  of  his  troops  and  his  baggage,  but  will  leave  his 
line  of  pickets  till  the  main  body  of  your  troops  have  crossed.  Your 
pickets  as  well  as  those  of  General  Potter  will  maintain  their  position 
till  the  return  of  a body  of  cavalry,  which  will  go  out  before  day- 
light; when  that  returns  the  pickets  will  be  withdrawn  and  will 
cross  together  with  the  cavalry.  The  citizens  can  cross  at  any  time 
you  may  find  most  convenient.  It  will  be  necessary  to  instruct  the 
pickets  to  allow  no  one  with  any  pass  whatever  to  go  out  of  the  lines, 
though  they  can  permit  persons  to  enter.'  The  commanding  general 
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directs  that  the  locomotive  and  cars  he  thrown  into  the  river  and 
pontoon  bridge  be  swung  to  the  north  side  entire,  if  it  is  possible  to 
do  so. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  opposite  Loudon,  October  27,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Ferrero, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps : 

General  : Ypu  will  have  your  entire  command  in  readiness,  and 
recross  the  river  to-morrow  morning  (28th)  punctually  at  5 a.  m. 
(not  earlier),  sending  your  train  and  batteries  in  advance.  You  will 
have  everything  over  the  river  by  6 a.  m.,  punctuality  and  celerity 
of  movement  being  particularly  enjoined.  Your  pickets  will  be 
withdrawn  at  the  same  time  with  those  of  General  White’s  com- 
mand. 

On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  instruct  your  pickets  to  allow 
no  one  at  all  to  pass  out  of  the  lines.  Make  your  preparations 
and  conduct  the  movement  as  rapidly  and  quietly,  as  possible. 
On  reaching  this  side  of  the  river  you  will  move  out  on  the  road 
leading  to  Lenoir’s,  halting  at  1-J  miles. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter  : 

SAM’L  WRIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


JONESBOROUGH,  Ofitober  27,  1863. 

General  Burnside: 

One  of  my  scouts  is  just  in.  From  the  information  he  brings, 
on  which  I rely,  I am  satisfied  that  it  is  a mistake  about  Ewell’s 
corps,  or  any  part  of  it,  having  come  to  Abingdon.  They  have  re- 
ceived some  re-enforcements,  probably  2,000,  I think  not  more.  I 
have  arrangements  by  which  I think  I can  get  information  of  any 
movement  they  may  make. 

Can  I now  send  expedition  to  North  Carolina  for  horses  ? I now 
have  plenty  horseshoe  iron,  and  if  we  had  sufficient  number  of 
horses  the  command,  excepting  clothing,  could  soon  be  in  good  con- 
dition. 

You  will  please  answer. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


JoNESBOROUGH,  October  27,  1863. 

Colonel  Richmond  : 

Since  my  telegram  of  this  morning  I have  also  received  informa- 
tion that  the  rebel  cavalry  had  made  its  appearance  at  Kingsport, 
and  that  about  100  had  crossed  the  river.  The  statements  of  Burke 
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are  directly  at  variance  witli  the  information  obtained  by  my  scouts, 
except  as  to  re-enforcemonts,  which  tlie  scouts  estimate  at  2,000.  I 
have  also  seen  two  from  North  Carolina,  from  above  Abingdon.  On 
the  17th  they  were  moving  to  Indiana,  and  state  that  on  that  day 
they  saw  those  trains  pass  with  troops  for  Abingdon.  The  trains  liad 
from  9 to  14  coaches,  and  filled  inside  and  on  toyj.  The  rebels  claimed 
10,000  re-enforcements.  I cannot  think  their  force  as  large  as  repre- 
sented. I will  send  you  soon  official  report  of  my  command,  as  re- 
quested by  the  general.  I have  a large  number  of  dismounted  men, 
reaching  nearly  to,  if  not  entirely,  one-fourth.  We  have  plenty  of 
flour  and  beef,  I have  telegraphed  Colonel  Garrard,  at  Rogersville, 
to  keep  on  the  alert,  and  learn  all  he  can  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  You  may  rest  assured  I will  leave  nothing  undone  that  I 
could  possibly  do  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  will  soon  advise  you  and 
the  general. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 


JONESBOROUGH,  October  27,  1863. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 

General  Burnside*: 

An  Irishman  just  in  from  between  rivers  reports  that  a lady  who 
lives  in  this  town,  who  had  been  up  into  Virginia,  came  into  his 
neighborhood  late  this  evening,  and  that  she  reported  four  brigades 
of  the  enemy  on  ihis  side  of  Zollicoffer,  and  also  troops  marching 
between  Bristol  and  Zollicoffer  ; all  moving  for  Carter’s  Station. 
The  Irishman  is  entirely  honest  in  his  statements,  and  the  approach 
of  rebel  cavalry  at  Kingsxjort  to-day  and  the  woman’s  statements 
seem  to  corroborate  the  statements  of  Burke. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier- General. 


General  Orders,  \ War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  349.  f Washington,  October  27,  1863. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  Maj.  Gen,  William  T.  Sherman  is 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, headquarters  in  the  field,  and  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  to 
the  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chattanooga,  October  27,  1863—2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman 

(Care  General  Crook,  Maysville,  Ala.): 

I have  ordered  McPherson*  to  send  forward  Tuttle’s  division  to 
report  to  you.  Repeat  the  order,  stating  how  you  wish  it  to  come. 
The  order  placing  you  in  command  of  the  Department  and  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  has  been  made  in  Washington. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-  Genercd. 


* By  dispatcli  of  same  date. 
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lUKA,  October  27,  1863. 


Major-General  Hurlbut  : 

General  Dodge  was  here  last  night,  and  spoke  of  his  division  as 
the  Second  Division  of  your  corps.  Its  aggregate,  he  said,  would  he 
about  8,000  men,  leaving  out  Sweeny’s  command  at  La  Grange.  Gen- 
eral Dodge  wrote  you  last  night  a letter,  which  you  will  get  this 
evening,  giving  the  regiments  composing  his  old  division. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  October  27,  1863. 

General  Hurlbut, 

Memphis : 

I made  up  my  figures  from  the  field  report  made  by  you.  Dodge 
proposes  to  take  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  two  batteries  of  artil- 
lery, and  certain  regiments  of  infantry,  which  he  enumerated  and 
wrote  to  you.  After  I cut  loose,  if  our  road  be  found  to  be  an 
element  of  weakness,  we  will  drop  it  for  a time.  With  our  present 
force  we  cannot  attempt  to  reopen  the  northern  road.  It  will  be  time 
for  us  to  replace  our  roads  when  the  new  levies  come  to  us  next 
spring.  This  present  pressure  is  a crisis,  and  we  must  strip  for  it. 
General  Dodge’s  letter  will  explain  all  when  received  by  you. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Memphis,  October  27,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

I have  at  Memphis,  infantry  and  artillery,  4,793  ; in  Dodge’s  com- 
mand, 8,978;  at  Columbus,  2,777;  deduct  from  Columbus  the  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois,  ordered  to  Florence,  and  the  One 
hundred  and  thirty-first,  gone  to  Vicksburg,  by  Grant’s  order,  and 
Columbus  is  within  your  margin.  I have  in  the  Cavalry  Division 
5,653.  I will  organize  at  once  the  division  you  speak  of,  but  wish 
to  know  in  what  proportions  of  infantry  and  cavalry  you  want,  as 
that  number  (8,000)  cannot  be  made  of  infantry,  without  stripping 
every  post  of  infantry,  and  leaving  less  on  the  line  by  far  than  you 
propose.  My  effective  infantry  and  artillery  this  side  the  Missis- 
sippi is  16,548  to  be  retained,  and  your  order,  10,000,  leaving  avail- 
able 6,548.  Do  you  still  want  the  Columbus  and  Corinth  Railroad 
opened,  as  formerly  directed  ? It  appears  to  me  a useless  expense, 
as  it  certainly  cannot  be  kept. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth,  Miss.: 

Letters  received.  You  will  take  your  old  division  unbroken. 
Supply  the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter  as  you  indicate.  It 
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seems  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  until  ti’oops  come  from  Ar- 
kansas. . 

Make  requisitions  by  telegraph  for  what  you  want  and  let  it  be 
pushed  to  you  while  the  road  stands,  which  will  not  b^ 


see  you  to-morrow. 


be  long.  I will 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- General, 


Corinth,  October  27,  1863. 


Major-General  Sherman  : 

Scouts  from  Savannah  and  east  side  of  river  say  scouts  are  all  pre- 
paring to  leave  east  side  of  river.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cooper  is  at 
or  near  Clifton  with  two  companies.  Captains  Harden  and  Russell 
are  on  Indian  Creek;  Newsom  west  of  river,  crossed  at  Clifton. 
They  have  a ferry-boat  at  that  place.  General  Wheeler  crossed  at 
Lamb’s  Ferry  south  of  Tennessee  some  time  ago.  He  reports  the 
loss  of  2,000  in  his  raid. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 


Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth,  Miss.: 

Repeat  your  dispatch  to  General  Sherman ; I think  it  exaggerated. 
I shall  come  out  to  luka  in  the  morning. 


S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- General. 


Corinth,  October  27,  1863. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

General  Sweeny  sends  the  following  dispatch  : 


An  escaped  conscript  reports  to  commanding  officer  at  White’s  Station  that  Chal- 
mers and  Ruggles  are  building  bridges  across  Tallahatchie  near  Wyatt ; have  sev- 
enteen pieces  of  artillery  and  about  8,000  troops,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
and  Texas  troops. 


G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 


Brigadier-General  Dodge, 

Corinth,  Miss.: 

Cavalry  will  move  from  this  line  to  Tallahatchie.  I do  not  be» 
lieve  the  story. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

‘ Memxjhis,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

Captain  Hopkins, 

Depot  Commissary,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

It  is  necessary  tliat  all  tlie  stores  possible  sliould  be  collected  at 
Corinth  as  soon  as  practicable.  We  should  have  on  hand  there 
500,000  rations.  The  road  cannot  be  secure  long,  and  they  should  be 
pushed  out  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General. ' 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hastings, 

Eastport,  October  27,  1863o 
Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  : The  river  has  been  rising  for  two  days,  but  is  again  on 
a stand,  with  scant  3 feet  on  the  shoals.  It  would  be  a risk  to  send 
the  Key  West  up  to  Cane  Creek,  and  she  could  not  remain  there  to 
cross  the  divisions  with  the  river  in  its  present  condition.  A light- 
draught  steamer  could  take  the  barge  up —always  provided  the  sunken 
coal  barges  will  not  prevent — and  cross  the  troops.  Ko  such  boat  has 
arrived,  and  we  do  not  know  when  one  will  come.  The  remaining 
transportation  of  this  division  will  be  across  during  the  night.  I 
judge  from  what  we  have  so  far  experienced  that  it  will  take  thirty- 
six  hours  of  good  weather  to  cross  the  division.  I propose  to  go  down 
the  river  this  evening  to  hurry  up  transports  to  assist  in  the  cross- 
ing, and,  if  no  boat  is  met,  at  all  events  to  bring  up  a flat,  with  which 
we  can  reduce  the  time  of  crossing  a division  to  twenty  hours.  I 
can  reach  Fort  Henry  to-morrow  morning,  and  turn  back,  so  as  to  be 
here  day  after  to-morrow  evening.  I think  I shall  in  this  way  do  the 
best  to  the  end  of  getting  your  forces  over.  Meanwhile,  this  vessel 
will  remain  here,  and  will  cross  transportation  and  troops  as  well  as 
has  been  so  far  done.  In  the  morning  there  will  be  no  people  to 
cross,  and  if  the  4 or  5 inch  rope  (three  coils  of  that  circumference) 
could  be  got  here — and  I am  told  an  officer  of  the  pioneers  has  gone 
for  it — it  could  be  got  across,  the  barge  established  as  a ferry,  and 
the  Hastings  then  could  take  troops  over,  thus  expediting  matters. 
Your  nien  will  have  a march  of  15  miles  to  make,  which  will  delay 
arrival  at  Chickasaw  till  day  after  to-morrow.  The  next  division 
might  not  leave  the  present  position  till  a day  later,  when,  perhaps, 
the  arrival  of  a suitable  boat  may  enable  you  to  cross  it  at  Cane 
Creek. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

* Lieidenant- Commander. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

lulca,  October  27,  1863, 

Maj.  Gen,  Frank  P,  Blair,  Jr,, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Dear  General  : General  Ewing  is  marching  to-day  for  East- 
port  ; will  cross  and  march  to  Florence.  I was  down  to  Eastport 
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yesterday,  and  we  went  up  to  the  Colbert  Shoals  and  grounded  in 
lesfe  than  4 feet.  No  boat  yet  at  hand  can  reach  Florence.  I expect 
one  or  more  daily,  and  should  it  come  before  you  are  ready  to  move, 
I will  want  you  to  send  back  to  load  up  and  march  to  Tuscumbia 
and  cross  with  the  whole  corps — Fifteenth.  But  if  boats  should  not 
aiT*ive  in  time,  I want  you  to  send  back  all  ambulances  and  light 
wagons,  to  load  up  and  move  to  Eastporty  there  to  cross  over  and 
proceed  to  Florence.  The  troops,  however,  and  loaded  wagons  should 
march  direct  to  Chickasaw,  from  which  point  (1  mile  above)  you  can 
be  crossed  directly  to  Waterloo,  saving  3 miles  on  the  other  side,  and 
more  than  10  on  this. 

As  soon  as  I hear  the  result  of  your  operations  at  the  front,  I will 
give  you  the  orders  to  start,  and  point  out  these  facts  now  that  you 
may  prepare. 

We  will  need  a good  many  of  the  wagons  now  with  the  First,  Sec- 
ond, and  Third  Divisions  to  move  ammunition,  provisions,  and.  for- 
age to  the  river,  but  hereafter  I hope  all  stores  will  come  to  us  up 
the  Tennessee. 

Fuller’s  command  is  arrived,  and  Dodge’s  strong  command  will  be 
ready  to  follow  us  close. 

Ewing  will  be  in  Florence  29th.  I want  the  whole  corps  there  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  only  await  your  return  and  the  arrival  of  boats. 
We  have  a magnificent  coal-barge  decked  over,  and  two  gunboats, 
which  can  cross  men  and  wagons  at  Eastport  or  W aterloo,  but  before 
you  get  over  I hope  to  have  some  more  flats  and  a steam  ferry-boat. 
The  moment  you  return,  send  me  a courier  with  all  news.  Nothing 
new  since  my  last.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  attacked  an  Alabama 
(Union)  regiment  of  cavalry  25  miles  south  of  this  last  evening,  the 
full  details  of  which  are  not  yet  received. 

It  is  reported  at  Okolona  that  Lee  is  expected  back  there  with  the 
cavalry  that  was  to  your  front,  and  it  may  be  he  was  on  his  way  to 
Okolona  when  he  caught  this  erratic  Alabama  regiment  of  ours, 
which  had  gone  off  on  some  recruiting  or  other  errand. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  October  27,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  : We  left  camp  at  Cherokee  yesterday  morning  at  day- 
break, and  found  the  enemy  wide  awake.  They  first  resisted  us  at 
Little  Cane  Creek,  then  at  Cane  Creek,  1 mile  beyond.  They  showed 
fight  at  another  small  creek  or  defile  3 miles  this  side  of  Cane,  and 
finally  at  Little  Bear  Creek,  where  they  had  a very  strong  position, 
and  as  it  had  grown  late  I thought  it  best  to  encamp.  This  morn- 
ing the  Second  Division  made  a dMour  to  the  right  and  crossed  a mile 
above  the  railroad  crossing  after  a pretty  sharp  skirmish.  At  the 
same  moment,  De  Gress’  battery  .went  into  position  and  opened  with 
the  20-pounder  Parrotts  on  them,  and  they  left  in  a very  great  hurry, 
after  which  we  entered  Tuscumbia  without  any  further  opposition. 

The  enemy,  I understand,  have  fallen  back  beyond  Town  Creek, 
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14  miles  from  here,  where  Wheeler  is  reported  with  some  force. 
His  force  is  estimated  by  some  very  large,  say  14,000,  of  course 
grossly  exaggerated.  Lee  was  in  command  of  the  force  which 
opposed  us.  His  force  at  the  very  largest  estimate  did  not  exceed 
3,000  men,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery.  It  is  said  that  Ferguson  left 
them  the  day  before  and  we  marched,  with  a small  force,  intending 
to  operate  against  the  railroad.  Our  losses  are  inconsiderable,  say 
3 men  killed  and  10  wounded.  The  enemy  must  have  suffered  much 
more  severely.  Lightburn,  in  flanking  them  this  morning,  saw  4 
of  their  dead.  I have  heard  from  several  sources  of  many  of  them 
being  killed  and  wounded,  and  And  in  this  town  Colonel  Forrest  and 
a captain  and  6 privates,  rebel  wounded  ; severely  wounded  all  of 
them.  Dr.  Bailey  thinks  that  Forrest  can  be  removed,  and  I pro- 
pose to  bring  him  in  because  of  the  conduct  of  the  rebels  in  declar- 
ing their  men  and  officers  exchanged  in  violation  of  the  cartel. 

We  shall  return  to-morrow  morning,  and  probably  reach  our  camp 
to-morrow  night. 

I forgot  to  say  that  we  lost  some  doctors  and  a medicine  wagon  at 
Little  Cane,  in  consequence  of  a positive  disobedience  of  orders. 
They  were  too  anxious  to  be  in  the  rear.  The  wagon  I understand 
was  bui'ned,  and  I donT  care  if  the  doctors  were  in  it. 

The  country  is  pretty  well  cleaned  out  of  everything,  and  these 
people  I think  are  losing  faith  in  the  rebel  leaders,  who  have  prom- 
ised to  clean  us  out  every  step  of  the  way.  I hope  you  have  not 
been  molested  in  your  operations.  I will  be  back  in  time,  I hope,  to 
prevent  any  delay  in  the  move. 

The  river  is  said  to  be  falling  here.  It  is  reported  here  from  va- 
rious sources  that  Bragg  is  falling  back  to  Atlanta. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- Gen  e ral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  October  27,  1863. 


Col.  D.  C.  Anthony, 

Sixty -sixth  Indiana,  Collierville : 

I Dear  Colonel  : Captain  Fitch  has  just  shown  me  your  letter. 
The  accounts  published  in  the  newspapers  of  that  affair  at  Collier- 
ville are  generally  ridiculous  and  nonsensical,  and  I shall  stop  all 
such  trash  hereafter  from  originating  in  Memphis. 

Your  command,  of  course,  did  all  any  person  could  expect,  and  is 
entitled  to  credit  equally  with  the  regulars.  You  will  remember 
on  leaving  you  I told  you  to  make  the  official  report,  and  I hope 
you  have  done  so.  It  was  your  fight,  not  mine.  I happened  to  drop 
in  accidentally,  and  the  regulars,  as  usual,  were  welcome  guests, 
but  the  moment  Chalmers  drew  off  I came  along  on  my  journey.  I 
assure  you  of  my  personal  respect,  and  you  may  convey  to  your 
officers  and  men  my  personal  thanks  for  defending  their  posts  man- 
fully. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

, Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  October  27,  ]8Go. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Smith, 

Comjnanding  Divisio7i,  Dickson'’ s : . 

Dear  General  : That  you  may  act  iinderstaiidingly,  I now  ad- 
vise you  that  at  this  moment  General  Ewing’s  command  is  moving, 
via  Eastport,  Waterloo,  and  Gravelly  Spring,  to  Florence.  There 
are  two  gunboats  now  at  Eastport  and  more  coming  with  transports, 
&c.  I tried  to  go  over  the  Colbert  Shoals  yesterday,  but  the  boat 
Hastings,  drawing  fully  4 feet,  could  not  pass,  but  I expect  every 
hour  boats  of  lighter  draught,  in  which  case  I will  get  one  or  more 
to  Florence,  in  which  event  I will  have  the  tliree  divisions  now  in 
front  of  Bear  Creek  move  on  to  Tuscumbia,  &c.  Otlierwise,  I will 
move  you  all  by  the  left  flank  to  Chickasaw  and  cross  you  to  Water- 
loo, Florence,  &c. 

General  Blair’s  command  will  be  at  Cherokee,  I expect,  to-morrow. 
Will  take  the  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  of  which  your  di- 
vision must,  of  necessity,  supply  the  place  of  the  Third  till  some 
future  chance  enables  us  to  make  the  change  without  too  much  cost 
to  the  Government. 

When  the  time  comes  for  you  to  move  either  way,  if  we  do  not  have 
the  railroad  up  to  you,  you  will  be  able  to  send  back  all  empty  or 
light  wagons  to  this  point,  to  load  up  and  join  you  at  Waterloo.  The 
road  hence  to  Eastport  is  elegant,  and  I suppose  that  from  Dickson 
to  Chickasaw  is  also  very  good,  though  hilly. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  Miss.,  October  27,  1863. 

Editors  of  WlempJiis  Bidletin : 

I don’t  think  you  can  conceive  the  mortification  a soldier  feels  at 
the  nauseating  accounts  given  to  the  public  as  history.  That  affair 
at  Collierville  should  have  been  described  in  these  words  : “ Chal- 
mers tried  to  take  Collierville,  and  did  not ; ” but  ridiculous,  non- 
sensical descriptions  have  followed  each  other  so  fast  that  you  ought 
to  be  ashamed  to  print  Collierville.  Now  I am  again  in  authority 
over  you,  and  you  must  heed  my  advice.  Freedom  of  speech  and 
freedom  of  the  press,  precious  relics  of  former  history,  must  not  be 
construed  too  largely.  You  must  print  nothing  that  prejudices  gov- 
ernment or  excites  envy,  hatred,  and  malice  in  a community.  Per- 
sons in  office  or  out  of  office  must  not  be  flattered  or  abused.  Don’t 
publish  an  account  of  any  skirmish,  battle,  or  movement  of  an  army 
unless  the  name  of  the  writer  is  given  in  full  and  printed.  I wish 
you  success,  but  my  first  duty  is  to  maintain  order  and  harmony.” 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  3.  ) luka,  October  27,  1863. 

I.  General  Dodge’s  division  and  Fuller’s  brigade,  of  the  Sixteenth 

Army  Corps,  will  bo  forthwith  fitted  out  for  field  service,  aud  will 
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move  east  of  Corinth,  hold  for  the  time  being  Inka  and  Bear  Creek, 
and  the  moment  the  command  is  fitted  for  the  field  will  move  for- 
ward -and  report  to  headquarters,  wherever  they  may  be.  Major- 
General  Hnrlbnt  will  make  all  necessary  orders  and  dispositions  to 
carry  this  into  effect. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ] Hdqrs.  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,* 

No.  148.  f Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

I.  In  conformity  with  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  General  Orders,  No. 
2,  current  series,  from  headquarters  Department  and  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  October  25,  1863,  commandants  of  posts  and  military  dis- 
tricts, and  local  provost-marshals  hitherto  acting  under  General 
Orders,  No.  57,  dated  headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1863,  are  relieved  from  the  duty  prescribed  by  that  order. 

Henceforward  the  authorized  agents  of  the  Treasury  Department 
will  alone  issue  permits  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  cotton  and  other 
jjroducts  of  the  soil,  and  for  the  other  matters  incident  to  trade  and 
commerce. 

II.  Permits  hitherto  granted  under  the  above  General  Orders,  No. 
57,  will  be  reported,  on  arrival  at  Memphis,  to  the  Treasury  agents, 
who  are  authorized  and  requested  to  examine  the  same  rigorously, 
with  a view  to  the  detection  and  |)nnishment  of  fraud. 

III.  Military  officers  will  in  all  cases  promptly  notify  Mr.  Thomas 
H.  Yeatman,  special  agent  at  Memphis,  of  any  parties  of  rebel  force 
or  guerrillas  in  their  respective  limits,  which  may  render  the  ship- 
ment of  supplies  dangerous  or  improper. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut : 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

luka,  Miss.,  October  28,  1863. 

(Received  12  p.  m.,  30th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

General  Blair  entered  Tuscumbia  yesterday,  and  General  Ewing 
will  be  in  Florence  to-morrow,  having  crossed  at  Eastport.  I tried 
to  get  a boat  over  Colbert  Shoals,  to  enable  Blair  to  cross  over,  but 
failed.  Water  good  up  to  Eastport,  but  not  above.  I will  push  the 
whole  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  at  Eastport,  and  occupy  Flor- 
ence at  once.  Parish’s  [?],  Lee’s,  Wheeler’s,  and  Ferguson’s  cavalry 
are  on  my  front  and  right  flank.  Blair  drove  them  beyond  Town 
Creek.  Ferguson’s  (rebel)  encountered  the  First  Alabama  (Union) 
Regiment,  on  its  return  from  a raid,  and  worsted  it.  Details  not  yet 
received  in  full.  At  all  other  points  we  got  decidedly  the  advantage. 
Railroad  across  Bear  Creek  is  done,  but  unless  I can  get  boats  to 
Tuscumbia,  so  as  to  cross  over,  we  gain  nothing  by  repairing  any 
more  of  it.  Tennessee  River  is  in  fine  stage  up  to  Colbert  Shoals. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  Genexal,  Comv'ff^ndAiy, 

(Same  to  (jrant.) 
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General  Orders,  ] Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  4.  f luka,  Miss.^  October  28,  1868. 

I.  This  department  being  an  insurrectionary  district,  and  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  being  resisted  by  armed 
rebels,  every  citizen  is  liable  to  be  called  on  for  military  service; 
and,  if  so  called  on,  must  render  it. 

II.  Every  commanding  officer  of  a hxed  military  post,  or  of  an 
organized  brigade  or  division  of  the  army  in  the  field,  may  impress 
any  citizen  whatever,  and  may  compel  his  services  in  any  of  the  old 
organized  regiments  or  comjjanies.  If  the  jjarty  so  impressed  be  a 
conscript,  according  to  the  laws  of  Congress,  his  name  will  be  pro])- 
erly  enrolled  by  the  provost-marshal-general,  and  he  will  be  entitled 
to  all  the  pay,  bounty,  and  allowances  provided  by  law  ; but  if  the 
individual  is  not  enrolled  on  the  proper  lists  his  services  will  be  coni- 
i:)elled  till  such  time  as  he  is  no  longer  needed,  when  he  will  be  dis- 
missed. During  the  period  of  such  forced  service  the  individual 
will  be  entitled  to  rations  and  clothing,  but  no  compensation,  in  the 
nature  of  posse  comitatus  called  out  by  a United  States  inarsliaL* 

III.  Every  officer  making  such  forced  levies  will  report  the  same, 
with  lists,  to  the  provost-marshal-general  of  this  department,  to  be 
filed  with  the  Provost-Marshal-General  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
will  assign  them  by  Special  Orders  to  old  regiments  and  com^janies. 
Their  names  will  be  borne  on  the  muster-rolls  of  the  companies  to 
which  they  are  attached,  with  a remark  explanatory  of  the  nature 
of  the  service,  its  beginning  and  ending. 

By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Waterloo,  Ala.,  October  28,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Coni  manding  Departnient  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  : I camped  here  last  night  with  Cockerill’s  brigade.  I 
move  with  it  immediately  to  Gravelly  Spring,  where  Corse  promises 
to  close  on  us  this  evening.  To-morrow'  at  daylight  I will  move 
with  the  two  brigades  to  Florence,  and  at  dark  start  a messenger  to 
General  Grant.  Loomis,  with  the  division  train,  will  stretch  out  - 
to-night,  and  camp  to-morrow  night  beyond  Gravelly  Spring.  The 
passage  of  the  Tennessee  proves  more  tedious  than  anticipated.  I 
hear  of  no  considerable  force  north  of  the  river. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HUGH  EWING, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Division. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863— 11.30  p.  m. 

(Received  11.50  a.  m.,  29th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Genercd-in- Chief : 

General  Burnside  thinks  troops  from  West  Virginia  are  concen- 
trating about  Abingdon  to  the  number  of  15,000  men  ; also  toward 


See  Hudbut  fo  Bowers,  38,  Part  ITb  p*  533, 


768 


KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


Loudon,  from  Bragg’s  army.  Present  lack  of  supplies  and  poverty 
of  stock  will  prevent  effective  assistance  being  given  from  here  for 
a few  days.  Can  General  Kelley  do  anything  toward  Abingdon 
from  his  position  ? I want  to  hold  all  the  ground  Burnside  now  has, 
but  if  any  must  be  given  up,  think  it  should  not  be  that  between 
him  and  Thomas. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ] Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

No.  4.  f Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  re- 
lieved from  duty  in  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  will  report  in 
person  without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Tennessee,  to  assume  command  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  in  accordance  with  said  appointment. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  having  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff 
departments  of  that  army,  with  the  exception  of  the  assistant 
adjutant-general  and  assistant  inspector-general,  will  i*eport  to  him 
for  orders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant : 

ELY  S.  PARKER, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

October  28,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  when  your  com- 
mand reaches  Whiteside’s,  you  detach  the  Sixtieth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers to  hold  the  branch  road  leading  to  Trenton,  and  direct  the 
officer  in  command  to  examine  the  pass  and  elect  that  position  that 
will  enable  him  to  hold  it  against  any  force  that  may  be  sent  against 
him.  This  to  continue  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  ELLIOTT, 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bridgeport,  October  28,  1863 — 2 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Two  deserters  from  Twentieth  Tennessee  Infantry  have  just  come 
in.  They  have  been  6ight  days  in  the  mountains.  They  report  that 
General  Wheeler’s  whole  command  passed  down  the  river  on  Sun- 
day, the  25th,  for  another  raid  in  Middle  Tennessee.  They  were  to 
cross  at  Guntersville,  which  point  they  expected  to  reach  on  Mon- 
day. The  two  cavalry  regiments  at  Trenton  left  on  Sunday  to  join 
Wheeler  ai  Guntersville,  This  information  seems  reliable,  They 
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also  report  that  a portion  of  Longstreet’s  corps  was  moving  into 
Will’s  Valley,  between  Lookout  and  Pigeon  Mountains  on  Sunday. 
These  deserters  live  near  Nashville;  they  wish  to  take  the  oath 
and  go  home.  They  also  report  that  before  deserting  they  were  at 
work  on  rafts,  with  which  Bragg  intended  to  destroy  the  pontoons 
at  Chattanooga. 

JAS.  C.  ROGERS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  123(i  New  York  Vols.,  Comdg.  Post. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Dallas,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863 — 7 p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Cumberland: 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  nothing  of  special  interest 
in  this  locality.  Col.  John  Tillson,  commanding  Tenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, stationed  at  Igou’s  Ferry,  succeeded  in  capturing  a squad  of 
rebels  opposite  his  camp  this  afternoon.  I regret  that  this  credit- 
able action  on  his  part  could  not  have  been  rendered  still  more  so  by 
larger  facilities  for  crossing  the  river.  The  men  captured  consist  of 
a quartermaster-sergeant  and  4 privates  of  the  First  Arkansas  Bat- 
tery, light  artillery.  I will  send  them  to  Chattanooga  early  in  the 
morning.  I send  inclosed  copy*  of  Colonel  Tillson’s  report. 

My  assistant  adjutant-general  has  just  returned  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  roads  over  Walden’s  Ridge  above  Poe  road.  He  finds 
a comparatively  good  road  going  up  from  the  Sequatchie  Valley, 
near  Colonel  Hickman’s,  and  coming  down  on  this  side  near  Sale 
Creek.  It  is  called  the  Hamilton  trace.  While  the  Poe  road  re- 
mains in  its  present  wretched  condition,  I think  I will  send  some  of 
my  teams  that  way. 

Colonel  Tillson  reports  that  he  has  learned  from  sources  over  the 
river  that  a conflict  has  taken  place  at  Lenoir’s,  and  that  the  rebels 
have  fallen  back  to  the  Hiwassee  ; also  that  Cheatham’s  division  is 
moving  up  the  valley.  , 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  SMITH, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Decherd,  October  28,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Williams, 

TidlaJioma : 

General  Elliott  has  no  information  of  any  such  movements  on  the 
part  of  Wheeler ; thinks  he  would  be  advised  by  Crook  or  Galbraith, 
who  are  in  a position  to  know,  of  Wheeler  crossing  the  river.  I will 
order  the  five  companies  of  One  hundred  and  second  Ohio  to  move 
at  daylight  in  the  morning.  I have  directed  Colonel  Rogers  to 
telegraph  his  information  to  General  Granger. 

JOS.  F.  KNIPE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


* Not  found. 
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Tullahoma,  October  28,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Dispatch*  ordering  me  to  send  one  regiment  to  Normandy  to  relieve 
troops  at  tank  south  of  there  received.  The  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
New  York  will  be  sent  at  on6e.  The  One  hundred  and  seventh  New 
York  and  Thirteenth  New  Jersey  left  here  at  half  past  6 o’clock  this 
morning,  with  orders  to  report  at  corps  headquarters. 

THOS.  H.  RUGER, 

^Brigadier-General. 


Murfreesborough,  October  28,  1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

The  troops  at  Bell  Buckle  have  been  six  days  on  three  days’  rations. 
Will  they  he  relieved,  or  shall  I forward  their  rations  ? Acknowl- 
edge. 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Maysville,  October  28,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Sinclair, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Gurley  is  captured,  and  a good  many  of  his  men,  some  thirty-odd 
in  all,  and  some  killed,  and  they  were  all  forw^arded  to  Stevenson. 
They  are  now  all  regular  soldiers  of  the  rebel  army. 

The  date  of  my  commission  is  September  7,  1862. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Chattanooga,  October  2S,  1863— 11.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  G"en.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

Knoxville,  Tenn. : 

The  positions  taken  by  you  are,  I suppose,  the  best  that  could  be 
taken  under  the  circumstances.  I would  like,  however,  if  you  could 
hold  the  line  of  the  Hiwassee.  It  is  particularly  desirable  that  all 
the  territory  you  now  have  should  he  held,  hut  if  any  portion  must 
be  given  up,  let  it  he  to  the  east,  and  keep  your  army  so  that  it  and 
Thomas’  army  can  support  each  other.  It  is  better  that  you  should 
be  forced  from  the  eastern  end  of  the  valley  than  from  the  west. 

Thomas  is  in  no  condition  to  move  from  his  present  position.  He 
has  succeeded,  however,  in  getting  possession  of  the  river  and  roads 
south  of  it  from  Brown’s  Ferry  to  Bridgeport.  It  is  to  he  hoped 
with  this  line  open  and  Sherman  up  here,  as  he  may  be  expected  to 
be  in  a few  days,  Thomas  will  be  able  to  place  one  division  at  Mc- 
Minnville and  the  remainder  of  the  corps  between  here  and  you. 

I have  telegraphed  General  Halleck  to  know  if  General  Kelley 
cannot  move  out  from  Western  Virginia  to  tlireaten  any  force  coj- 
lecting  about  Abingdon. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General, 
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Chattanooga,  October  28,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 

Knoxville,  Tenn. : 

If  you  liave  not  designated  an  officer  to  take  command  at  Louis- 
ville, I would  like  to  send  Major-General  Rousseau. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General. 


JONESBOROUGH,  October  28,  1863. 

General  Burnside: 

My  scouts  all  bring  in  reports  corroborating  statements  of  Burke 
to  General  Willcox.  There  is  no  question  but  the  enemy  is  advanc- 
ing in  large  force.  I will  fall  back  to  Greeneville  to-day.  I have 
sent  orders  to  Colonel  Garrard,  at  Rogersville,  to  send  his  train  to 
Bull’s  Gap,  and,  if  the  enemy  advanced  in  overwhelming  numbers, 
to  fall  back  to  Bull’s  Gap  with  his  command. 

J.  M.  SHACKELFORD, 

Brigadier -General. 


Greeneville,  October  28,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

The  ojierator  at  Loudon  sends  me  word  my  cipher  dispatch  of 
yesterday  p.  m.  was  incorrect.  The  blunder  is  not  in  the  cipher, 
but  the  purport  of  it  is  this : Burke  says  the  plan  is  for  a heavy 
cavalry  force  to  move  rapidly  down  through  Kingsport,  Rogersville, 
and  try  and  take  us  in  rear,  striking  at  Knoxville.  Perhaps  their 
infantry  move  by  Carter’s  Station,  Jonesborough,  &c. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 


lUKA,  October  28,  1863. 

General  Dodge,  Corinth: 

A messenger  just  arrived  from  Chattanooga,  with  dates  of  24th, 
makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  drop  everything,  and  with  my  old  corps 
(Fifteenth)  push  for  Stevenson.  Push  your  preparations  to  follow 
with  all  possible  speed,  working  night  and  day.  Cross  at  Eastport 
and  follow,  via  Florence,  Athens,  Huntsville,  to  Stevenson. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-ship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  October  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Eastport,  Tenn. : 

Dear  General  : I have  only  time  to  write  a few  lines,  but  now 
that  communication  is  open  between  us,  you  shall  hear  from  me 
often.  I am  glad  you  have  the  gunboats  with  you,  for  though,  as 
the  reporters  say,  ‘Hhey  do  nothing,”  yet  I know  you  don’t  object 
to  having  them  on  certain  occasions.  I intend  to  line  the  Tennessee 
with  gunboats,  and  promise  you  that  your  communication  shall 
never  be  interrupted  if  there  is  water  in  the  river. 

Very  truly  and  sincerely, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Term.,  October  28,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Commanding  District  of  Columbus,  Columbus,  Ky. : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  corps  to  in- 
form you  of  the  decision  of  the  general  commanding  department, 
that  “with  our  present  force  we  cannot  attempt  to  re-open  the 
northern  road ; ” the  general  therefore  directs  that  all  operations  upon 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  be  dropped.  The  general  also  directs 
that  when  you  send  your  cavalry  to  Jackson,  to  order  them,  on  their 
return,  to  clear  the  country  of  rebels. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  H.  HARRIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  October  28,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hawkins, 

Commanding  Goodrich’s  Landing : 

General  : Numerous  representations  having  been  made  to  Major- 
General  Grant,  a short  time  before  he  left,  that  raids  were  being 
made  from  the  Mississippi  River,  within  your  jurisdiction,  across 
Bayou  Macon,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  cotton,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  which  orders  were  about  being  issued  by  the  Confederate 
authorities  to  have  every  bale  of  cotton  burned  between  the  Washita 
and  Bayou  Macon,  thereby  causing  the  destruction  of  vast  amounts 
of  property  to  persons  who  are  truly  loyal  at  heart,  the  general  di- 
rected me  to  say  to  you  that  you  would  prevent  any  more  raids  of 
this  kind  for  the  present.  Of  course  if  private  individuals  bring 
their  cotton  in  from  there  you  can  permit  them  to  do  so,  unless  some 
military  reasons  exist  at  the  time  which  render  it  inexpedient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  McPherson, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  28,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  2 p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

The  following  dispatch  was  sent  by  Colonel  Parsons  on  the  24th  to 
the  quartermaster  at  Paducah  : 

General  Allen  directs  that  the  ferry-boat  Blue  Beard  be  ordered  up  the  Tennessee 
by  the  first  convoy,  to  report  to  General  Sherman.  Convoy  will  probably  leave 
Cairo  to-day. 

I have  no  doubt  that  the  boat  has  gone  from  Paducah,  although 
the  fact  has  not  yet  been  reported.  Captain  Woolf  oik,  at  Cairo,  was 
instructed  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  to  send  the 
first  ferry-boat  he  could  possibly  procure  to  Eastport,  and  to  direct 
that  the  first  freight  boats  that  went  up  to  Eastport  should  be  used 
for  ferrying  in  the  meantime,  if  required.  I will  hear  more  on  the 
subiect  to-day.  There  was  no  ferry-boat  here. 

ROBT.  ALLEN, 

Chief  Quartermaster » 
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Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Forces,  Southwestern  Kentucky, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  October  28,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  Mississi2)pi : 

General  : The  nature  and  importance  of  the  subject  on  which  I 
write  will,  I hope,  be  deemed  a sufficient  apology  for  addressing  you 
directly  and  personally.  I wish  respectfully  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  unfinished  railroad  between  Henderson,  Ky.,  and  Nashville. 
The  route  has  long  since  ‘been  surveyed  and  located,  the  road  is 
graded  nearly  all  the  way,  and  about  one-third  of  the  distance  en- 
tirely completed.  It  passes  from  Henderson,  Ky.,  through  Madison- 
ville,  Hopkins  County,  Ky. ; Hopkinsville,  Christian  County,  Ky.  ; 
Trenton,  Todd  County,  Ky. ; intersects  the  Memphis  branch  of  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  14  miles  from  Clarksville,  and, 
passing  through  Springfield,  Robertson  County,  Tenn.,  intersects 
the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  at  Edgefield  Junction,  about 
12  miles  from  Nashville,  the  entire  distance  from  Henderson  to  Nash- 
ville being  about  140  miles.  From  Henderson  to  Madisonville,  40 
miles,  the  road  is  graded  and  several  miles  of  track  laid ; from  Madi- 
sonville to  Hopkinsville,  34  miles,  but  little  grading  has  been  done, 
though  some ; from  Hopkinsville  to  the  State  line,  26  miles,  the  road 
is  graded,  and  from  the  State  line  to  Nashville,  40  miles,  it  is  com- 
pleted and  in  running  order,  excepting  across  Red  River,  where  the 
trestle-work  and  bridge  have  been  burned,  but  which  can  soon  be 
repaired. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  distance  by  this  route  from  Nashville 
to  the  Ohio  River  is  about  45  miles  less  than  by  the  Louisville  and 
Nashville  Railroad.  There  is  no  tunnel  on  the  route.  It  crosses  no 
considerable  stream,  excepting  the  Cumberland,  at  Nashville.  It 
passes  a considerable  portion  of  the  way  through  loyal  communities, 
and  is  well  protected  on  the  west  by  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee 
Rivers,  and  for  a considerable  distance  on  the  northeast  by  Green 
River.  It  passes  through  the  richest  portion  of  Southern  Kentucky, 
where  there  are  great  quantities  of  wheat,  corn,  oats,  and  hay  that 
the  farmers  are  unable  to  get  to  market  with  the  present  means  of 
transportation.  I am  told  that  many  of  them  now  have  two  crops 
on  hand,  particularly  of  wheat.  Some  of  the  finest  coal  in  Kentucky 
is  in  Hopkins  County,  and  by  completing  45  miles  more  of  the  road, 
a great  portion  of  which  distance  is  already  graded,  Nashville  will 
be  in  communication  by  railroad  with  inexhaustible  coal-fields,  and 
distant  only  about  85  miles.  The  coal  is  said  to  be  very  accessible, 
and  will  require  but  little  labor  in  mining.  They  are  now  paying  in 
Nashville,  as  I am  informed,  60  and  70  cents  per  bushel  for  coal ; ffiit, 
complete  this  railroad  to  the  coal-fields  of  Hopkins  County,  and  any 
quantities  of  the  finest  coal  can  readily  be  obtained  for  12  or  15  cents 
per  bushel.  Henderson  is  only  12  miles  from  Evansville,  and  from 
which  place  great  quantities  of  the  forage  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland are  being  shipped  up  Green  River  and  through  this  place 
over  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  to  Nashville.  The  dis- 
tance from  Evansville  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Green  River  is  180 
miles,  and  from  here  to  Nashville  by  railroad  is  about  70  miles. 

The  slaves  in  Southern  Kentucky  are  running  away  in  great  num- 
bers, and  are  seized  by  the  military  authorities  in  Tennessee  and 
placed  at  work  on  the  Northwestern  Railroad.  The  citizens  of  that 
section  are  not  only  willing,  but,  as  I am  informed,  exceedingly 
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anxious  that  their  negroes  should  he  put  to  work  on  this  unfinished 
railroad  in  their  own  State,  and  intelligent  men  from  there  say  that 
if  notice  were  given  that  hands  were  wanted  to  complete  the  road, 
the  owners  of  the  negroes  in  several  counties,  the  disloyal  as  well  as 
the  loyal,  would  in  a week’s  time  cheerfully  furnish  negroes  enough 
to  complete  the  road  in  a month  from  the  State  line  to  Henderson, 
and  without  any  more  cost  to  the  Government  than  the  rations  and 
clothes  of  the  negroes  while  at  work.  It  is  said  they  would  gladly 
have  their  negroes  taken  for  this  purpose.  Many  of  the  citizens  of 
Southern  Kentucky  regard  slavery  as  done  for,  and  they  say  if  their 
negroes  could  he  used  to  complete  a work  of  such  importance  to 
them,  as  well  as  the  Government,  they  care  hut  little  if  they  then 
go.  ^ General,  I hope  that  in  consideration  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject  you  will  pardon  any  impropriety  in  this  lengthy  communi- 
cation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CICERO  MAXWELL, 

Colonel  Twenty -sixth  Kentucky  Vols.,  Comclg.  S.  W.  Ky. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  29,  18G3 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 

Lieutenant  Meigs  is  the  only  engineer  ofiicer  in  General  Kelley’s 
department,  and  cannot  possibly  be  spared.  Captain  Comstock 
will  soon  be  able  to  report  to  you.  I have  received  General  Burn- 
side’s dispatch  of  the  27th.  I fear  the  road  from  Xashville  cannot 
supply  both  your  armies.  Cannot  supplies  for  Burnside  be  sent  up 
the  Cumberland  to  Burkesville,  or  above,  on  flats,  towed  by  light 
steamers  ? Burkesville  is  only  100  miles  from  Kingston,  with  a hard 
mountain  road — so  reported.  I do  not  think  that  Ewell’s  corps  has 
left  Lee’s  army.  Can  you  not,  by  a flank  movement  from  Chatta- 
nooga on  Cleveland,  cut  off  Bragg’s  railroad  communications  to 
East  Tennessee  ? If  this  could  be  done  it  would  prevent  a concen- 
tration on  Burnside. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Chattanooga,  October  29,  1863. 

(Received  6.30  a.  m.,  November  1.) 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Last  night  the  Eleventh  Corps  hotly  entered  on  this  central 
campaign.  General  Geary,  some  4 miles  up  the  Lookout  Valley, 
being  attacked  by  Longstreet,  the  Eleventh  Corps  about  1 o’clock 
marched  to  his  aid.  Passing  two  steep  wooded  hills,  about  150  feet 
in  height,  they  received  a volley  from  a rebel  force,  which  had  oc- 
cupied and  intrenched  their  summits.  After  dark  four  regiments 
assaulted  the  east  hill,  and  without  firing  a shot  steadily  advanced 
by  the  light  of  the  moon,  and  drove  the  rebels  out  of  their  rifle-pits 
and  down  the  other  slope  of  the  hills.  Thirty-one  dead  soldiers  at- 
.test  the  difficulty  of  the  assauit  and  valor  and  steadiness  of  the 
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troops,  wliich  in  a night  attack  accomplished  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
feats  of  the  campaign.  Only  after  walking  over  the  ground  to-day 
do  I fully  appreciate  the  exploit.  When  these  hills  were  taken  they 
marched  to  the  assistance  of  General  Geary,  who  had  held  his  po- 
sition, and  Longstreet  was  driven  back  with  slaughter.  As  jjrison- 
ers  from  two  divisions  attest  that  his  whole  disposable  force  was  en- 
gaged, the  whole  affair  is  most  creditable  to  those  corps  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General, 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss., 

No.  5.  . ) Chattanooga,  Tenn,,  October  29,  1863. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Wilson,  assistant  inspector-general,  and  cap- 
tain of  Engineers,  will  report  without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  H. 
Thomas,  commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  take  charge  of 
the  laying  out  and  construction  of  the  defenses  of  the  passes  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  through  which  the  enemy  might 
reach  it.  Major-General  Thomas  will  direct  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  troops  defending  such  passes  to  furnish  him  such  details  of 
men  for  the  prosecution  of  said  work  as  he  may  require. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

ELY  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  29,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Morton, 

Shellmound,  via  Bridgeport: 

Your  pontoon  bridge  will  remain  in  place  at  Shellmound  for  the 
present.  In  a few  days,  as  soon  as  the  steamer  can  be  spared,  she 
will  transport  your  bridge  to  Kelley’s  Perry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  29,  1863—9.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook,  Maysville: 

It  is  reported  here  from  several  sources  that  Wheeler  is  about  to 
cross  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river  some  place  in  your  vicinity. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

October  29,  1863. 

[General  Crook  :] 

General  : From  two  young  men  now  here,  who  came  in  volun- 
tarily, I have  obtained  some  statements  that  may  be  of  use  to  you. 
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I am  disposed  to  credit  tliem.  Sunday  evening,  the  lltli  instant, 
they  left  the  rebel  force  at  Courtland.  Before  leaving  they  were  told 
of  Wheeler  being  re-enforced  by  Lee’s  command,  reported  at  5,000. 
General  Martin  told  his  artillery  officers  to  fix  up  the  artillery — to 
lose  no  time,”  saying  the  raid  is  only  about  half  over.”  They  heard 
their  brigade  surgeon  say  in  effect  the  same  thing.  The  rebels  were 
collecting  all  the  boats  from  above  at  Lamb’s  Ferry.  From  the  es- 
timate of  these  boys  they  could  collect  about  ten  boats,  the  capacity  of 
each  about  a dozen  men  and  horses.  Steele,  a rebel  conscript  officer, 
stated  that  on  the  21st  instant  all  the  boats  had  disappeared  from 
points  above  Lamb’s.  Wheeler  got  across  to  west  side  with  eight 
pieces,  two  of  them  ISTapoleon  guns.  They  had  some  surplus  mules, 
but  no  horses  ; but  few  horses  could  be  procured  in  the  valley  about 
Courtland.  It  would  take  ‘ ‘ about  four  weeks  to  recruit  the  horses 
so  that  they  would  be  fit  to  go  on  another  raid.”  Plenty  of  corn  in 
the  valley.  They  had  mules  enough  to  mount  all  the  dismounted 
men.  Roddey  was  still  on  this  side  of  the  river  when  the  young  men 
left. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOWE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Division, 

Maysville.  October  29,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Col.  Eli  Long, 

Second  Brigade: 

Colonel  : It  is  reported  that  General  Wheeler  is  about  crossing 
to  this  side  of  the  river,  in  your  vicinity.  Keep  patrols  going  so  as 
to  keep  you  informed  of  any  movement;  also  ascertain  whether  the 
river  is  fordable  at  any  point. 

Have  your  dismounted  men  sent  from  Stevenson  to  Nashville  to 
report  to  Major  Baird,  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  who  will  be  there  in  a 
few  days.  He  started  yesterday  with  old.  horses. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Crook  : 

B.  H.  MOON, 
Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  29,  1863 — 9 p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Granger,  Nashville : 

The  guerrilla.  Captain  Gurley,  who  killed  McCook,*  was  captured 
by  Crook.  A dispatch  from  Stevenson  to-day  says  he  was  sent,  with 
other  prisoners,  to  Nashville  to-day.  Keep  him  securely;  we  may 
be  able  to  convict  him  of  murder.  Report  his  arrival. 

By  order  : 

C.  GODDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


*See  Series  I,  Vol.  XVI,  Part  I,  pp.  838-841. 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Twelfth  Corps, 

Tullahonm,  Tenri.,  October  20,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Kodgers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Wartrace  : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  corps,  the  following  memorandum 
report  of  the  position  of  my  troops  on  the  railroad  from  Bridgeport 
to  Elk  River  Bridge,  both  posts  included,  a report  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  our  line  having  already  been  made  : 

1.  At  Bridgeport  and  toward  Stevenson,  One  hun.dred  and  twenty- 
third  New  York  Volunteers  and  Battery  M,  First  New  York  Artil- 
lery. The  battery  will  be  posted  at  Bridgeport  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
transported  by  rail  from  Decherd.  The  horses  have  gone  on  by 
mountain  path  from  Anderson.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rogers,  One 
hundred  and  twenty-third  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding  post 
at  Bridgeport. 

2.  At  Stevenson  and  vicinity,  Twentieth  Regiment  Connecticut 
Volunteers  and  Battery  F,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery.  The  battery  will 
be  posted  at  Stevenson  as  soon  as  it  can  be  transported  by  rail  from 
Decherd.  The  horses  have  gone  on  by  wagon  road  from  Anderson. 
Col.  Samuel  Ross,  Twentieth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  commanding 
post  at  Stevenson. 

3.  At  bridges  from  Stevenson  to  Anderson  and  at  Anderson,  Third 
Regiment  Maryland  Volunteers.  Each  bridge  is  guarded  by  one 
company  of  this  regiment.  Col.  J.  M.  Sudsburg,  Third  Maryland 
Volunteers,  commanding  post  at  Anderson. 

4.  At  bridges  from  Anderson  to  Tantalon  and  at  Tantalon,  One 
hundred  and  forty-fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers.  Each 
bridge  is  guarded  by  one  company  of  this  regiment.  Capt.  S.  T. 
Allen,  commanding  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  New  York,  com- 
manding post  at  Tantalon. 

5.  At  Cumberland  Tunnel  and  Cowan,  Fifth  Regiment  Connecti- 
cut Volunteers,  eight  companies.  Col.  W.  W.  Packer,  Fifth  Con- 
necticut Volunteers,  commanding  post  at  Cowan. 

6.  At  Decherd  and  vicinity,  six  commnies  Forty-sixth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foulk  commanding. 
Colonel  Selfridge  being  president  of  general  court-martial  to  meet- 
to-day  at  Tullahoma.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Knipe,  First  Brigade,  com- 
manding post  at  Decherd. 

7.  At  Elk  River  Bridge,  four  companies  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  This  detachment  is  under  orders  to  remain  here  tem- 
porarily only.  A map  of  defenses  and  more  precise  details  of  strength 
at  each  post  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


Bridgeport,  October  29,  1863—5  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

W.  L.  Riley  has  just  come  in  from  the  enemy’s  lines.  He  is  a 
Kentucky  man,  and  represents  that  he  has  passed  through  the  entire 
rebel  army  within  the  last  four  days.  He  says  Cheatham’s  division 
was  sent  to  Charleston,  Tenn. , on  Saturday.  Two  divisions  of  Pern- 
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berton’s  old  corps  were  at  Dalton  at  the  same  time  en  route  for  same 
place.  He  also  heard  it  said  that  Breckinridge’s  corps  had  been  or- 
dered there  yesterday.  Bragg  moved  fifty-eight  pieces  of  artillery 
over  Missionary  Kidge  toward  Chickamanga  Station.  Hood’s  divis- 
ion was  the  only  rebel  force  on  Lookout  Mountain.  They  were 
throwing  up  rifle-pits  last  night.  There  were  three  regiments  rebel 
cavalry  yesterday  near  Summerville — Seventh  Alabama,  Eighth 
Confederate,  and  Ninth  Kentucky.  Heard  at  commissary  depart- 
ment that  rations  were  issued  daily  for  82,000  infantry.  He  wishes 
to  be  employed  as  a spv  at  headquarters. 

JAMES  C.  ROGERS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  123d  New  York  Volunteers. 


Lenoir’s,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863. 

(Received  10.10  p.  m.,  31st.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington, 

Major-General  Grant,  Chattanooga: 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Colonel  Byrd, 
commanding  at  Kingston,  which  is  forwarded  for  your  information: 

Kingston,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

I have  just  received  this  report  from  Louis  Patterson,  a private  in  the  Sixty-fifth 
Indiana,  who  lives  in  Meigs  County,  on  south  side  of  river,  who  left  your  headquar- 
ters on  last  Monday,  the  26th.  He  says  : 

“ The  forces  that  attacked  Wolford  were  5,000  of  cavalry  and  three  regiments  of 
infantry,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  [Colonel]  Morrison.  Stevenson’s  divis- 
ion, 5,000  strong,  were  at  Sweet  Water  on  the  28th.  Cheatham’s  division,  number- 
ing 15,000,  were  at  Athens,  or  above  there.  These  were  all  the  forces  above  the 
Hiw’assee  on  27th.  Breckinridge,  with  15,000  or  20,000  men,  is  expected  to  cross 
the  Hiwassee.  The  rebels  are  at  work  on  the  bridge  at  Calhoun,  and  are  destitute 
of  salt,  or  nearly  so.  One  regiment  of  cavalry  is  3 miles  from  Tennessee  River,  up 
the  creek,  3 miles  from  the  mouth  of  Seewee.  Four  hundred  others  are  5 miles  from 
the  river,  8 miles  above  the  mouth  of  Seewee.  This  information  was  obtained  within 
8 and  15  miles  from  Athens,  in  McMinn  and  Meigs  Counties,  yesterday  and  last 
night.  I received  it  through  my  father,  from  W.  G.  Laff , a major  in  McKenzie’s 
regiment  of  rebels.  He  is  my  brother-in-law,  and  his  family  are  at  father’s.  He 
knew  nothing  of  me  being  in  that  county  when  he  gave  the  information  to  my 
father ; also,  substantially  the  same  facts  were  received  from  David  Hutzell,  an 
intelligent,  reliable  Union  man.” 

I am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  L.  Patterson,  who  made  the  above  statement,  and 
know  him  to  be  reliable.  He  adds,  he  heard  distinctly  heavy  firing  in  direction  of 
Chattanooga  at  2 a.  m.  and  daylight  this  morning. 

R.  K.  BYRD, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

I cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  these  statements,  but  they  agree 
substantially  with  the  reports  I have  been  getting  for  some  days. 
That  there  is  a considerable  force  moving  in  this  direction  there  can 
be  no  question.  If  such  is  the  case  the  force  in  front  of  Thomas  must 
be  materially  weakened.  I have  removed  the  forces  at  Loudon  to 
this  side  of  the  river,  holding  the  heights  commanding  the  town.  If 
the  enemy  were  to  succeed  in  crossing  the  river  below,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  concentrate  the  forces  that  are  now  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  State  to  join  Thomas,  but  unless  they  have  pontoon 
trains  with  them  I can  probably  prevent  them  from  crossing.  I am 
drawing  the  forces  back  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  gradually, 
and  the  enemy’s  cavalry  follows  on  after  them.  A rapid  retreat  of 
our  forces  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  would  probably  cause  us 
to  lose  our  communication  with  Cumberland  Gap,  and  also  many 
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trains  now  on  that  route,  and  no  other  route  is  now  practicable  with- 
out troops  to  assist  over  the  had  parts.  If  you  sliould  think  it  desir- 
able at  any  time  for  me  to  order  all  the  trains  back  that  have  not  yet 
arrived  at  Cumberland  Gap,  and  make  a rapid  concentration  at 
Kingston,  I think  it  can  be  done  if  the  enemy’s  movements  are  not 
too  far  advanced,  and  even  should  he  be  he  could  not  well  prevent 
us  from  getting  there  unless  he  had  a very  large  force ; or  we  can 
concentrate  and  fight  him  at  a part  where  we  can  meet  him  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  and  do  our  best  to  hold  him  in 
check  until  Thomas  can  attack  Bragg  and  probably  defeat  him ; but 
in  case  of  disaster  we  could  try  to  make  our  way  to  some  Of  the 
mountain  passes  which  we  could  hold  until  supplies  could  come  to 
us.  The  concentration  would  probably  be  at  Knoxville.  Our  great 
trouble  lies  in  the  shortness  of  supplies ; but  we  have  nearly  ten 
days’  salt  on  hand,  and  probably  as  many  days  of  beef  cattle,  and 
will  probably  receive  more  before  an  attack  can  be  made.  Our  cav- 
alry has  suffered  a great  deal  from  constant  service  along  so  extended 
a line ; but  I have  held  this  long  line  in  accordance  with  what  I con- 
sidered to  be  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  from  Washington,  as  well 
as  their  wishes,  and  it  would  be  a sad  thing  indeed  to  have  to  give 
up  this  country.  I had  already  designated  General  Willcox  for  the 
command  in  Kentucky,  but  if  you  direct  it  General  Rousseau  can  be 
ordered  to  the  command.  I beg  to  say  that  I very  much  regret  the 
ordering  of  General  Boyle  from  his  present  work,  as  he  seems  to  me 
almost  essential  to  its  prosecution,  as  he  is  so  intimately  identified 
with  the  work  now  being  carried  on  under  previous  orders  in  Ken- 
tucky. I have  always  regarded  him  as  a most  faithful,  fearless,  and 
efficient  officer,  and  in  all  my  intercourse  with  him  I have  never 
discovered  any  disposition  in  him  to  meddle  with  politics,  except 
that  he  ran  for  Congress. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Tv^enty-third  Army  Corps, 

Near  Loudon,  October  29,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Richmond, 

Assistant  Adjutant- (General : 

Colonel  : The  enemy  are  about  to  occupy  Loudon,  from  appear- 
ances. I respectfully  suggest  that  the  train  intended  to  carry  away 
the  balance  of  the  bridge  be  sent  down  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  the 
loading  will  be  attended  with  some  trouble,  under  fire,  should  the 
enemy  open. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  WHITE, 
Brigadier- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  29,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  telegraph  line  between  Corinth 
and  Columbus  be  put  in  working  order.  General  Dodge  says  he  has 
no  troops  at  Corinth  to  open  the  line.  You  must  help  him  and  see 
that  the  line  is  kept  open. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in- Chi^. 
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Flag-ship  Black  Hawk,  Cairo,  October  29,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  Wilijam  T.  Sherman  : 

Dear  General  : I have  just  received  yours  of  October  25,  and 
am  glad  to  have  the  Army  and  Navy  in  conjunction  once  more. 
You  don’t  know  how  I miss  my  old  occupation.  It  has  been  very 
dry  work  since  Vicksburg  fell,  for  then  we  had  something  in  antici- 
pation, while  lately  I have  thought  the  whole  affair  was  getting  to 
be  very  stupid. 

I congratulate  you  on  your  accession  of  honors  in  having  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee'  transferred  to  you.  I am 
sure  you  will  do  justice  to  the  position.  It  is  one  requiring  consid- 
erable address  just  now,  for  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  started 
two  or  three  systems  of  trade,  all  as  various  as  the  hues  of  the 
chamelion.  General  Grant  and  myself  recommended  a very  simple 
plan  by  which  all  parties  would  have  been  satisfied,  and  Mr.  Mellen, 
the  Treasury  agent,  was  sent  out  here  to  set  the  ball  in  motion.  The 
plan  was  to  make  everything  subordinate  to  military  necessity  in 
those  States  that  are  not  actually  in  the  Union,  and  the  general  com- 
manding was  to  decide  when  the  line  of  trade  should  commence,  and 
when  it  was  to  end.  I was  to  see  that  the  regulations  were  carried 
out  on  the  water.  A big  circular  was  issued  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  an  army  of  Treasury  aids  appointed  to  carry  out  the 
regulations.  A greater  pack  of  knaves  never  went  unhung.  Human 
nature  is  very  weak,  and  tiie  poor  aids,  with  their  small  pay,  could 
easily  be  bribed  to  allow  a man  to  land  100  barrels  of  salt  when  he 
only  had  permit  for  2.  And  so  on  with  everything  else.  The  thing 
is  done  now  so  openly  that  the  guerrillas  come  down  to  the  bank  and 
purchase  what  they  want.  Sometimes  they  take  what  is  necessary 
for  them  and  then  burn  the  boat,  as  they  did  last  week  with  the 
steamer  Mist,  that  landed  without  the  cover  of  a gunboat. 

I think  there  should  be  but  one  rule  of  trade.  Steamers  should  not 
be  allowed  to  land  any  wiiere  but  at  a military  post,  or  a place  guarded 
by  a gunboat;  this  gives  them  fifty  landing  places  on  the  River  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Wood-piles  should  be  guarded  by  gunboats,  and  by  troops  near 
posts.  All  through  trade  to  New  Orleans  and  back  should  be  pro- 
tected, the  people  made  to  feel  that  the  navigation  is  uninterrupted, 
and  such  through  vessels  should  not  be  allowed  to  land  anywhere 
except  under  cover  of  a gunboat  for  wood,  except  at  military  posts. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  discriminate  just  now  as  to  what  con- 
stitutes contraband  of  war.  The  inclosed  paper"*"  shows  what'  the 
President  considered  contraband  just  after  the  war  commenced,  and 
I do  not  see  why  the  rebels  should  have  any  more  favors  shown  them 
now  than  then.  One  thing  is  certain,  if  trade  is  permitted  along  the 
river  indiscriminately,  the  rebel  armies  will  be  much  better  fed  and 
clothed  than  they  have  been.  I have  endeavored  to  shift  around 
with  the  orders  from  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  orders  that 
have  heretofore  come  from  General  Grant,  or  indorsements  made  by 
him  on  permits.  There  has  been  a great  system  of  speculation  carried 
on  by  persons  who  have  taken  advantage  of  permits  and  by  Treasury 
aids,  I am  told,  but  that  is  no  business  of  mine;  and  as  I don’t  want 
the  gunboats  to  perform  the  part  of  excise  vessels,  I have  confined 
them  to  looking  out  for  powder  and  ball,  military  clothing,  or  what 
might  be  used  as  such — medicines,  gold  and  silver.  Confederate 
money,  and  such  provisions  as  could  be  used  in  an  army. 


* Not  found. 
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It  requires  a nice  distinction  on  the  part  of  an  officer  to  discriminate 
in  these  matters  and  not  run  against  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  my  command  com- 
mit blunders  enough.  I can  give  them  all  orders,  but  I cannot  fur- 
nish them  with  brains. 

I inclose  you  all  the  General  Orders  * I have  issued  in  regard  to 
trade,  and  you  will  see  that  my  plan  has  been  to  touch  it  as  lightly 
as  possible,  and  not  go  counter  to  the  wishes  of  the  Government.  I 
have  also  been  waiting  to  see  Geperal  F.  P.  Blair,  jr.,  come  out  with 
a book  on  trade  generally  in  these  waters,  telling  how  the  matter  is 
to  be  arranged.  He  says  the  trade  should  be  free  and  unrestricted, 
but  he  does  not  say  how  much  of  it  will  go  to  the  rebels  and  how 
much  to  the  plantations.  I think  the  whole  matter  is  contained  in 
a nut-shell.  The  military  status  must  determine  the  direction  of 
trade.  The  navy  must  see  the  rules  enforced  along  the  river.  The 
military  commander  of  posts  should  examine  and  indorse  all  mani- 
fests and  permits.  All  towns  should  be  so  guarded  that  neither  goods 
nor  provisions  should  get  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  as  much 
through  trade  to  New  Orleans  allowed  as  the  boats  can  convoy,  the 
general  commanding  the  department  to  say  when  and  where  traffic 
is  to  cease. 

I think  commerce  should  be  a secondary  consideration  now ; the 
Government  do  not  get  repaid  for  the  army  of  Treasury  aids  they 
have  appointed.  It  is  very  much  like  setting  a rat  to  watch  the 
cheese  to  see  that  the  mice  don’t  get  at  it. 

I am  more  interested  in  war  matters  myself,  and  in  holding  on  to 
this  river,  which  I know  we  can  do.  The  rebels  are  now  reduced  to 
their  two  big  armies  at  Chattanooga  and  Richmond,  and  the  small 
squads  they  have  at  other  places,  supplying  their  armies  as  rivulets 
supply  the  Mississippi.  The  rivulets  are  nearly  run  out,  and  the 
rebels  cannot,  I think,  raise  20,000  men  with  which  to  trouble  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

These  would  be  scattered  about  if  they  attempted  it,  and  in  such 
small  parties  that  the  home  guards,  if  once  established,  could  keep 
them  (Town.  Indiscriminate  trade  will  aid  these  rebel  parties  very 
much  if  once  established.  There  is  one  place  I am  a little  afraid  of, 
and  that  is  Port  Hudson.  It  is  kept  so  poorly  guarded,  and  the  guns 
on  the  water  line  are  all  kept  mounted,  when  there  is  no  use  for  them 
there.  Port  Hudson  is  only  40  miles  from  the  great  northern  rail- 
road, and  you  know  that  it  don’t  take  rebels  long  to  travel  40  miles, 
especially  as  half  the  way  is  railroad — from  Clinton  to  Port  Hudson. 
Some  party  of  4,000  or  5,000  men  could  go  into  Port  Hudson  any 
night  and  take  it.  It  is  a trifling  affair  altogether;  I went  all  through 
the  works,  and  there  were  twenty  places  where  a determined  set  of 
men  would  walk  in  without  trouble.  It  is  manned  entirely  by  ne- 
groes, who  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  equal  to  the  old  Napoleon  Guard, 
or  to  the  French  zouaves  I saw  in  the  Crimea. 

You  would  have  laughed,  I know,  had  you  seen  the  fortifications 
about  which  Banks’  army  made  so  much  ado.  The  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  would  not  have  stopped  to  dig  a ditch  before  such  a place, 
and  yet  when  General  Grant  was  in  New  Orleans,  the  newspaper 
organ  of  General  Banks  was  guilty  of  the  bad  taste  of  trying  to 
prove  in  some  very  lame  articles  that  Banks  was  the  hero  of  the 
Mississippi. 

We  all  know  that  when  Vicksburg  fell  that  Port  Hudson  fell  in 
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consequence,  and  I really  think  the  latter  never  would  have  fallen 
had  not  the  former  caved  in.” 

I write  now  confidentially  to  you,  and  say  what  I would  to  no  one 
else.  I don’t  profess  to  he  a soldier,  hut  I know  how  to  play  a good 
game  of  chess  and  can  see  the  moves  on  the  hoard  as  well  as  any 
one.  The  whole  campaign  of  Banks  has  been  a failure  in  Louisiana, 
and  his  disasters  have  been  terrible,  though  kindly  covered  up  by 
his  reporters.  He  is.  I am  told,  one  of  the  best  of  the  militia  gen- 
erals, and  is  a pleasant,  agreeable  gentleman,  but  I do  not  think  he 
has  the  proper  appreciation  of  what  is  required  at  certain  points  nor 
is  he  posted  in  the  topography  or  hydrography  of  the  country  in 
which  he  is  operating.  He  is  entering  Texas  by  three  lines,  when 
neither  corps  was  able  to  meet  separately  the  force  in  front  of  them, 
and  were  without  means  of  making  a junction.  The  First  Corps, 
under  General  Dana,  was  defeated,  and  had  to  fall  back  on  the  gun- 
boats at  Morganza,  which  kept  the  rebels  from  cutting  them  off ; 
the  Second  at  Sabine  Pass  witnessed  the  demolition  of  wooden  gun- 
boats, and,  like  the  French  King,  marched  back  again;”  and  the 
Third  is  wandering  around  Grand  Lake,  in  Louisiana,  wondering 
why  I don’t  send  them  tin-clads. 

I would  be  glad  to  do  so  if  any  one  could  tell  me  how  to  get  into 
the  Atchafalaya,  or  through  Bayou  La  Fourche  into  Plaquemine. 

The  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  former  is  dry,  and  there  is  2 feet  of 
water  only  at  the  mouth  of  Bayou  La  Fourche.  Kow,  I am  coming 
to  the  gist  of  the  matter,  though  you  will  think  I have  taken  a round- 
about way  to  do  it.  The  rebels  are  making  use  of  Red  River,  Black, 
and  Washita,  to  supply  themselves  with  provisions,  ammunition, 
&c. , in  Louisiana,  and  they  have  by  these  rivers  been  enabled  to  in- 
terrupt General  Banks’  communications.  The  smallest  of  our  gun- 
boats have  not  been  able  to  get  into  Red  River  to  stop  this,  but  one 
of  the  gunboats  sent  a party  of  20  men  overland  at  Union  Point,  on 
the  Mississippi,  25  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  At  this  point 
the  Red  River  and  Mississippi  come  within  3 miles  of  each  other,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  sketch*  I send  you.  At  Point  A the  party  of  sail- 
ors found  a steamer  lying  in  the  river.  They  drove  the  men  below 
with  musketry,  and  12  of  the  sailors  swam  to  her  and  captured  her. 
A few  minutes  after  another  large  boat  came  around  the  bend ; the 
sailors  concealed  themselves  and  signaled  the  steamer  to  come  along- 
side, when  she  was  also  captured.  On  these  two  steamers  General 
Dick  Taylor  depended  to  transport  his  men  in  and  about  the  Atchafa- 
laya and  bayous.  Our  men  burned  the  steamers  because  they  could 
not  get  them  out  of  the  river,  but  brought  over  16  prisoners,  one  of 
whom  was  an  aide  of  General  Dick  Taylor  and  a very  communica- 
tive gentleman. 

Kow,  this  affair  suggested  to  me  the  idea  of  fortifying  Point  A on 
the  sketch  and  holding  it  with  troops.  It  effectually  blocks  up  Red 
River,  which  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  within  reach  of  our  guns  on  the 
gunboats  in  the  Mississippi.  Three  hundred  men  can  hold  the  point 
against  any  number  the  rebels  will  be  able  to  send  there.  Dick  Tay- 
lor will  be  cut  off,  and  have  to  march  all  the  way  back  to  Alexandria. 
You  will  see  the  importance  of  this  by  examining  the  maps ; it  will  be 
a great  relief  and  assistance  to  General  Banks.  I took  the  liberty  of 
writing  to  General  Crocker  at  Katchez,  and  General  McPherson  at 
Natchez,  about  this.  I don’t  know  whether  they  will  agree  with  me. 

I have  written  you  rather  a long  letter,  which,  to  a general  in 
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command  of  a large  department,  and  with  so  much  to  do  just  now, 
may  seem  longer  than  necessary,  hut  sailors  will  si)in  long  yarns — it 
is  part  of  their  nature. 

I inclose  you  certain  general  orders  * that  I have  issued  at  various 
times,  showing  you  my  desire  to  act  in  accord  with  the  army.  I 
hope  if  any  of  my  ‘‘Bashi  Bazouks”  run  counter  to  them,  that  you 
will  do  me  the  favor  to  attach  no  blame  to  me.  I sent  you  a large 
barge  or  two  to  make  hying  bridges  with,  but  am  sorry  to  say  the 
boat  Lexington  had  to  drop  them.  I will  still  get  them  up  to  you. 

With  best  wishes,  I remain,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Rear-Admiral. 

P.  S. — I have  just  received  a notice  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
that  the  Marine  Brigade  and  ram  heet  was  turned  over  to  General 
Grant,  and,  of  course,  it  is  in  your  department.  The  general  and 
myself  came  to  one  conclusion  long  since,  that  the  brigade  should 
be  broken  up,  the  vessels  used  as  transports,  and  the  officers  and  men 
put  on  shore.  I cannot  tell  you  of  all  the  reports  made  to  me  against 
the  brigade.  Its  robberies  and  house-burning  are  shameful;  and 
though  I felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  report  all  the  matters  that  came  to 
my  notice,  yet  a feeling  of  delicacy  toward  a branch  of  another  corps 
prevented  my  so  doing.  Moreover,  the  Ellets  have  been  guilty  of 
some  very  dirty,  underhand  work  toward  myself,  in  publishing  con- 
temptible articles  in  the  papers,  which  I never  noticed  beyond  ex- 
posing the  parties  to  General  Hurlbut,  and  having  the  progress  of 
the  editor  suddenly  arrested.  In  these  transactions  the  Ellets  were 
guilty  of  gross  falsehoods  in  making  malicious  statements,  and  lied 
deliberately  in  afterward  denying  them.  I made  the  editor  show 
them  up,  as  they  deserved  to  be.  Still  I never  took  any  notice  to 
them  of  the  matter,  but  lost  my  respect  for  the  whole  party,  and  was 
glad  to  get  rid  of  the  command.  They  are  here  now  doing  nothing. 
The  quartermasters  can  scarcely  raise  vessels  to  transport  provisions, 
while  these  brigade  vessels  are  idling  away  time  at  great  expense. 
I do  hope  you  will  break  up  the  whole  concern  as  General  Grant  in- 
tended to  do.  The  country  will  be  served  by  so  doing.  These  are 
the  very  vessels  wanted  in  the  Tennessee  as  transports.  With  a 
guard  of  10  men  and  their  wooden  protections  against  riflemen  they 
can  go  and  come  as  they  like. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

La  Grange,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1863. 

Lieutenant  Hillier, 

Conidg.  Detachment  of  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry : 

You  will  proceed  immediately  to  La  Fayette,  Tenn.,  and,  if  you 
find  the  railroad  bridge  destroyed  and  cannot  find  the  men  who  did 
it,  you  will  promptly  arrest  every  man  and  Dd  in  that  neighborhood 
and  send  them  here.  You  will  then  burn  down  every  house  in  that 
♦vicinity. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thos.  W.  Sweeny : 

THOS.  G.  MORRISON, 

Major,  and  Chief  of  Outposts,  Second  Div.,  16fh  Army  Corps. 
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Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1863—10  a.  in. 

(Received  6.40  a.  m.,  November  1.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-m- Chief : 

Carthage  will  probably  be  the  best  point  on  the  Cumberland  River 
from  which  to  get  supplies  to  Kingston.  Burnside  has  been  directed 
to  collect  all  the  supplies  he  can  from  the  country,  and  ought  to  be 
able  to  get  the  bulk  of  what  he  will  use  for  the  winter.  The  Nash- 
ville and  Kingston  Railroad  will  be  used,  if  too  much  repairing  is 
not  required.  Soon  as  supplies  reach  us  I will  turn  my  attention  to 
destroying  all  chance  of  the  enemy’s  attacking  Burnside  from  the 
southwest. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-  General,  Commandin g. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Comdg.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : The  best  wagon  route  for  General  Burnside  to  supply 
his  army  at  Kingston  will  be  from  a depot  at  Carthage.  The  road 
from  that  place  to  Kingston  runs  along  the  eastern  bank  of  Caney 
Fork,  through  a fine  forage  region,  from  Carthage  to  Sparta.  A depot 
of  forage  can  be  made  there  to  supply  trains  on  their  way  to  Kings- 
ton and  back  to  Carthage.  The  road  from  Carthage  to  Kingston  is 
graded,  and  runs  over  a barren  region,  generally  hard  gravel  and 
firm.  The  Caney  Fork  is  also  navigable  as  far  as  Sligo  Ferry  in  the 
winter,  which  will  decrease  the  land  transportation  to  about  60  miles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Tv^elfth  Army  Corps, 

October  30,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Eleventh  and  Tivelfth  Army  Corps : 

General  : I have  just  received  information  from  parties  here, 
whom  I deem  reliable,  that  in  a few  days  we  shall  be  sorely  pressed. 
My  informants  state  that  a force  of  10,000  of  the  enemy,  with  12- 
pounder  artillery,  is  on  Lookout  Mountain,  preparing  to  descend  to 
attack  our  right  flank,  and  that  a like  force  will  attack  your  left.  I 
send  you  the  information  and  would  like  to  see  you  and  Major-Gen- 
eral Hooker,  if  convenient.  I would  call  upon  you  early,  but  there 
being  no  other  general  officer  here,  I deem  it  not  proper  to  leave.  I 
desire  to  consult  with  you  upon  matters  of  utmost  importance.  I 
send  you  a man  named*^  J.  W.  People,  who  gave  himself  up,  and  who 
can  furnish  you  valuable  information. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  30, 1803 — G.le5  p.  m. 
Major-General  Keynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Chattanooga : 

I would  like  to  have  General  Cruft  instructed  to  relieve  the  regi- 
ment of  General  Geary’s  command  at  Shellmoiind  (in  the  pass)  and 
direct  the  commanding  officer  to  join  General  Geary,  via  Whiteside’s, 
as  soon  as  Crook’s  cavalry  are  in  advance  sufficiently  to  communi- 
cate timely  information  to  make  it  safe  for  the  regiment  to  move  by 
the  same  route  we  came.  I would  also  request  that  from  the  brigade 
of  General  Cruft  at  Bridgeport  or  Shellmound  the  regiment  of  Gen- 
eral Howard’s  corps  at  Battle  Creek  be  relieved  and  ordered  to  join 
him,  via  the' bridge  at  Shellmound.  If  these  orders  are  given  please 
advise  me.  I presume  you  can  reach  General  Cruft  via  telegraph  to 
Jasper  or  Bridgeport.  Also  to  relieve  the  detachment  at  Whiteside’s 
(a  regiment  of  General  Geary’s)  by  at  least  500  men,  proper  instruc- 
tions to  be  given  to  the  troops  posted  at  the  passes  this  side  of  the 
river  to  intrench  in  strong  position.  The  troops  relieved  to  be  in- 
structed to  draw  and  march  with  three  days’  rations  from  the  depots 
where  they  are  when  they  move  to  join.  Without  knowing  the 
views  of  the  engineers  on  the  subject,  from  a personal  examination 
of  the  line  necessarj^  to  guard  effectually  the  entrance  to  the  gap 
into  tTiis  (Lookout)  valley,  in  my  opinion  it  will  not  be  less  than  3 
miles  in  length,  requiring  an  unusual  amount  of  labor  to  make  nec- 
essary slashings  and  throwing  up  the  earth-works. 

I would,  therefore,  like  to  have  the  assistance  of  my  whole  com- 
mand for  these  services.  I would  like  to  have  the  engineer  officer, 
who  is  to  point  out  the  line,  report  early  to-morrow  morning.’ 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  30,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Cruft, 

Shellmound : 

Send  the  brigade  at  Shellmound  to  Bridgeport.  A wagon  train  is 
expected  to  pass  from  Bridgeport  to-day.  Escort  it  through  to  Gen- 
eral Geary  with  a portion  of  the  brigade  that  goes  to  Whiteside’s. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

, Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  30,  1863. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Bridgeport : 

If  Crook’s  cavalry  has  not  passed  Bridgeport  to  join  General 
Hooker,  give  the  commanding  officer  this  order  : Make  a reconnais^ 
sance  toward  Trenton,  and  then  report  to  General  Hooker; 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General  Chief  of  Staff. 


50  R R— VOL  XXXI,  PT  1 


786 


KY.^  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  MIS6.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


Maysville,  October  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Reynolds  : 

Had  a party  down  to  Claysville  yesterday.  They  reported  Wheeler 
on  the  opposite  side,  hilt  not  crossing.  I will  keep  a close  watch  on 
him. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Reserve  Corps, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Williams, 

First  Division,  Twetfth  Corps:  • 

General  : In  accordance  with  yonr  request,  I make  a statement 
as  to  the  McMinnville  railroad  : 

The  whole  distance  is  35  miles  from  Tullahoma.  About  4 miles 
from  Tullahoma  there  is  a trestle-work  bridge  some  50  feet  long. 
At  Manchester,  12  miles  from  here,  there  are  two  bridges,  a small 
one  some  70  feet  long,  just  this  side,  and  a large  one,  just  beyond 
the  town,  some  300  feet  long  and  50  feet  high.  There  are  two  small 
bridges  some  7 to  9 miles  farther  along  toward  McMinnville.  Three 
miles  this  side  of  McMinnville  there  is  a bridge  some  100  f eet^  long, 
now  destroyed.  Beyond  this  bridge  is  the  only  locomotive  on  the 
road,  somewhat  damaged.  McMinnville  is  at  this  end  of  a mount- 
ain pass,  and,  if  held,  strongly  commands  quite  a range  of  country, 
the  extent  I do  not  know.  At  McMinnville  are  stationed  part  of 
two  cavalry  regiments,  I am  informed.  Report  says  that  they  have 
gone,  for  what  time  and  where  I do  not  know.  The  Nineteenth 
Michigan  Infantry  is  also  there.  I am  informed  there  is  no  artillery 
there.  The  telegraph  line  is  repaired  and  an  operator  expected 
to-day.  There  are  no  good  fortifications  at  any  point. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  COBURN, 

Colonel,  &c. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

October  31,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  with  the  suggestion  that  as  one  of  Col- 
onel Coburn’s  regiments  is  at  McMinnville,  another  be  sent  to  guard 
the  other  bridges  of  that  railroad. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.*,  October  30,  1863 — noon. 

(Received  11.55  p.  m.,  November  1.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief : 

I left  luka  yesterday  morning.  Sherman  moved  yesterday  across 
the  Tennessee  at  Eastport.  Ewing’s  division  was  in  Florence  yes- 
terday. John  E.  Smith  was  to  cross  yesterday.  Blair,  with  Oster- 
haus  and  Morgan  L.  Smith,  having  penetrated  to  Tuscumbia  and 
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driven  the  enemy  with  loss,  are  marching  by  left  flank  to  Chickasaw 
to  cross.  Sherman  received  your  orders  by  messenger.  I have 
given  Sherman  eighteen  regiments  of  infantry,  my  best  artillery, 
and  a regiment  of  cavalry,  in  all  11,000  men.  This  strips  me  to  a 
position  of  positive  weakness.  I have  at  and  near  Memphis  3,500 
infantry.  Beyond  Memphis  two.  white  and  three  colored  regiments 
and  4,500  cavalry  ; one  colored  regiment  at  Moscow,  two  white  and 
two  colored  at  Corinth.  I shall  try  to  hold  the  railroad  with  cav- 
alry, but  know  it  cannot  be  done  if  seriously  attacked.  I sent,  ten 
days  since,  a request  to  Steele  to  send  me  some  regiments.  From  this 
I have  just  heard.  He  declines  doing  it,  except  under  orders  from 
Schofield.  Those  orders  have  gone,  but  it  will  be  two  weeks  before 
the  troops  arrive.  If  I am  seriously  threatened  I shall  bring  every- 
thing to  Moscow  and  abandon  the  railroad  beyond.  Dodge  will  cross 
at  Eastport  as  soon  as  Sherman  gets  out  of  liis  way.  Provisions  for 
30,000  men  should  be  at  Stevenson  for  them  within  ten  days.  I will 
do  my  best  on  the  line,  but  must  not  be  blamed  if  it  is  broken. 
Lee’s  cavalry  is  very  bold,  and  will  follow  our  troops  down  to  luka. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

(Same  to  Grant,  receiyed  at  Chattanooga  November  2.) 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1863. 

Col.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Asst  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Sir  : General  William  T.  Sherman  having  received  pressing  orders 
from  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  directing  a rapid  advance  with  all  dis- 
posable force  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  to  Stevenson,  I have 
detached  from  this  corps  to  accompany  him  eighteen  of  my  best  regi- 
ments of  infantry  with  a full  proportion  of  artillery.  I had  pre- 
viously permanently  transferred  the  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry 
and  one  battery  of  artillery  from  the  Sixteenth  Corps.  In  all,  the 
draft  from  this  corps  within  ten  days  will  amount  to  11,000  men. 
These  troops  thus  sent  are,  as  they  should  be,  the  best  that  I have, 
and  in  capital  order  for  active  duty.  I desire  in  stating  these  facts 
simply  to  call  your  attention  in  advance  to  the  fact  that  these  drafts 
have  so  weakened  my  force  on  the  line  of  the  Charleston  and  Mem- 
phis Railroad  as  to  render  its  possession  and  security  very  problem- 
atical? 

I have  no  force  in  the  city  of  Memphis  which  can  well  be  moved 
without  endangering  our  heavy  depot  of  ordnance  and  other  sup- 
plies. East  of  Memphis,  and  including  Corinth,  I shall  have  six 
regiments  of  infantry  and  about  4,500  cavalry;  force  enough,  if  to- 
gether, to  repel  and  punish  any  probable  attack,  but  liable  to  be 
struck  in  detail  and  cut  off  from  communications.  Corinth  has 
heavy  stores  and  strong  works,  and  even  with  its  light  garrison  of 
four  regiments,  two  white  and  two  colored,  can  hold  out  within  its 
fortifications,  but  scarcely  save  the  stores  and  track.  The  cavalry 
is  kept  actively  at  work  and  well  to  the  front,  and  is  fully  able  to 
hold  its  own  with  the  force  from  Mississippi.  My  apprehension, 
however,  is  that  as  soon  as  my  detached  force  is  thrown  across  the 
Tennessee,  Stephen  D.  Lee,  who  has  4,000  mounted  men,  with  good 
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artillery,  will  pass  into  West  Tennessee,  and,  being  joined  by  the 
many  guerrilla  bands  there,  will  move  rapidly  on  Padncali  and  Fort 
Henry.  I do  not  think  he  will  try  Columbus.  In  view  of  this  state 
of  affairs,  with  the  railroad  threatened  in  front  and  rear  and  on  the 
left  flank,  I should  not  hesitate  to  abandon  it  as  far  as  Moscow  or 
La  Grange,  were  it  not  that  General  Grant  has  ordered  Tuttle’s 
division  to'  move  instantly  from  Vicksburg,  via  Corinth,  to  Steven- 
son. 

This  compels  the  holding  of  Corinth  as  a depot  of  provisions  and 
supplies  for  their  movement.  I had  hoped  to  have  received  troops 
from  Steele  before  this,  and  addressed  him  a request  ten  days  since. 
I have  just  heard  from  him,  and  he  declines  moving  them  without  an 
order  from  General  Schofleld.  That  order  passed  through  this  place 
five  days  since,  and  I may  hope  for  a brigade  in  about  ten  days  from 
this  date. 

I send  these  details  that  the  general-in-chief  may  fully  understand 
my  position  here  and  my  belief  that  before  the  troops  from  Arkansas 
shall  reach  me  the  railroad  communication  will  be  broken.  Every 
effort  on  my  part  will  be  made  to  prevent  this  result,  but  it  may 
reasonably  be  expected. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major-  General, 


Waterloo,  Ala.,  October  30,  [1863.] 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  Corinth: 

The  rains  make  the  passage  of  boats  very  bad.  One  gunboat  has 
gone  back  to  see  what  delays  the  ferry  and  other  boats  expected.  I 
am  now  at  Waterloo.  Ewing’s  division  is  at  Florence,  and  John  E. 
Smith  has  the  boat,  but  the  pouring  rain  makes  it  terrible  to  handle 
the  wagons.  All  are  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  haste,  but  we 
can  do  no  better.  I want  to  hear  how  you  are  getting  along.  I am 
now  satisfied  that  Eastport  and  the  shore  opposite  are  the  best  places 
for  us  to  hold.  Eastport,  with  a gunboat  in  the  river  and  a regi- 
ment intrenched  on  the  hill,  will  be  impregnable.  I have  made  an 
order  for  you  to  leave  a regiment  there  and  two  guns,  which  you 
had  better  bring  out  from  Corinth. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General, 


Chattanooga,  October  30,  1863—10  a.  m. 

(Received  November  1.) . 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

Can  you  get  supplies  from  Carthage  if  sent  there  by  boat  ? They 
can  be  sent  from  Nashville  to  any  point  on  the  Cumberland  you  des- 
ignate, where  boats  can  go.  I will  order  your  clothing  to  McMinn- 
ville, if  you  have  not  already  designated  another  route,  and  order 
the  commanding  officer  there  to  send  them  by  wagon  to  river  or 
cross  valley  to  meet  trains  sent  out  by  you.  If  they  take  this  route 
I will  inform  you  of  the  exact  day  they  will  leave  McMinnville,  so 
that  you  can  arrange  to  meet  them. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Waterloo,  Ala.,  October  30,  1803. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga  .* 

The  Tennessee  is  impassable,  except  by  ferrying.  Anticipating 
this,  I ordered  a ferry-boat  before  I left  Corinth,  and  I am  officially 
informed  that  one  was  ordered  ont  from  Padncah  on  the  24th  instant, 
but  it  has  not  yet  come.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  Tennessee. 
Two  gunboats  have  come  up,  and  one  has  returned  to  see  what  causes 
delay  to  the  others.  I have  but  one  gunboat  and  one  coal  barge  to 
pass  my  troops,  and,  heavy  rains  having  set  in,  our  progress  is  slow. 
We  Work  day  and  night.  One  division  is  forward  at  Florence, 
another  is  crossing,  and  I will  do  all  that  man  can  to  hasten  forward. 
I have  received  your  dispatch  by  way  of  Cairo  and  through  General 
Crook. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Eastport]  Miss.,  October  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Grant, 

Chattanooga : 

I have  your  dispatch  of  the  24th,  sent  through  General  Crook.  I 
had  two  divisions  at  Tuscumbia  driving  out  all  the  cavalry,  and, 
finding  Muscle  Shoals  impracticable,  I had  to  fall  back  to  Eastport 
and  Chickasaw,  where  I had  crossed  one  division,  which  is  now  at 
Florence.  Another  is  nearly  over  and  will  go  forward  at  once,  and 
I will  start  with  these  two  divisions  for  Athens,  the  effect  of  which 
will  be  to  make  the  enemy  believe  all  my  army  is  there.  I have 
been  working  in  foul  weather ; had  one  gunboat  and  a coal  barge 
decked  over,  which,  with  the  muddy,  slippery  banks,  made  very 
slow  and  awkward  work,  but  this  moment  have  arrived  three  trans- 
ports, one  small*  ferry-boat,  and  two  more  gunboats,  so  that  our 
progress  will  be  better.  I think  I can  have  all  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps  over  to-morrow.  I can  only  carry  ten  days’  rations,  and  will 
draw  liberally  of  meats  and  corn  of  the  country.  The  country  is  full 
of  cavalry  and  guerrillas.  We  have  had  numerous  skirmishes,  but 
thus  far  we  have  the  advantage. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


luKA,  Miss.,  October  30,  1863—2.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Chickasaw : 

General  : The  rebels  came  close  up  to  our  pickets,  apparently 
following  the  wagon  train  of  engineer  regiment,  and  then  went 
back.  They  have-  torn  up  the  railroad  ties  and  set  fire  to  them  in 
several  places  5 miles  east  of  us,  and  the  cavalry  officer  feels  satisfied 
that  they  burned  the  railroad  bridge  over  Bear  Creek,  though  he  did 
not  get  near  enough  to  see  that  himself.  The  captain  commanding 
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our  cavalry  thinks  that  the  rebels  crossed  the  creek  at  some  ferry 
higher  up  and  passed  around  near  us,  when  they  made  for  the  rail- 
road. His  lieutenant  thinks  they  came  directly  from  the  east,  and 
then  went  back  by  same  route.  Both  officers  agree  that  Eoddey  was 
in  command,  and  they  think  the  force  was  not  less  than  1,000.  The 
■ rebels  were  at  the  creek  an  hour  ago,  too  strong  for  the  force  I sent 
out. 

General  Dodge’s  instructions,  just  received  by  telegraph,  forbid 
my  sending  a regiment  or  two  with  section  of  artillery  to  the  creek. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  FULLER, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

The  engineer  train  is  here,  so  we  are  not  hurt  by  damages  to 
railroad.  Two  regiments  came  in  by  train  from  the  west.  Gen- 
eral Dodge  has  just  told  me  to  say,  ‘^Let  Blair  destroy  the  bridge 
over  Bear  Creek  before  he  leaves.”  Probably  the  rebels  have  done 
it  already. 


Corinth,  October  30,  1863—10.15  p.  m. 

Col.  J.  W.  Fuller  : 

Early  in  morning  send  following  dispatch  to  General  Sherman,  at 
Waterloo: 

I am  getting  along  as  well  as  can  be  expected.  Will  have  most  if  not  all  of  my 
troops  in  Eastport  and  luka  by  Sunday  night.  I may  be  delayed  at  those  points  by 
my  trains  and  want  of  commissary  stores,  but  hope  not.  Will  be  prepared  to  carry 
out  orders  in  relation  to  force  at  Eastport,  but  please  leave  such  orders  that  it  will 
never  be  without  protection  of  gunboat,  and  if  you  have  any  spare  intrenching  tools 
leave  a few  for  me.  Also,  inform  me  by  return  messenger  whether  I can  depend 
upon  any  commissary  stores  at  Eastport.  I think  it  will  be  well  to  have  one  of  the 
companies  of  the  regiment  left.  Mounted  scouts  in  from  all  parts  of  south  show 
that  no  force  of  any  account  is  north  of  Okolona. 

Chalmers  is  south  of  Oxford,  and  it  is  pretty  quiet  north  of  us  toward  Jackson, 
and  will  push  with  all  my  power  and  get  across  as  soon  as  possible.  Wet  weather 
delays  me  ; also  the  railroad.  Enemy  have  fallen  back  east  of  Buzzard  Roost  to- 
night. 

G.  M.  dodge. 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 

Memjjliis,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson, 

Comdg.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Vicksburg,  Miss.  : 

General:  I send  you  important  dispatches  from  Grant.  I am 
reduced  to  tlie  minimum  of  force.  I have  barely  6,000  infantry  and 
artillery.  Everything  tends  to  Chattanooga  now.  Relieve  me  if 
you  can  by  a demonstration  on  Meridian  and  Selma.  My  railroad 
will  be  broken  within  ten  days. 

S.  A.  HURLBUT, 

Major- General, 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Florence,  Ala.,  October  ,‘30,  18G3. 

Major-General  Grant: 

My  division,  the  head  of  Sherman’s  column,  is  here.  Your  dis- 
patch, via  Huntsville,  will  reach  him  to-night.  Courier  reports  but 
few  rebels  between  this  and  Huntsville.  EWING  ] 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Fourth  Division. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  October  30,  1863 — 7.15  p.  m. 

John  W.  Garrett, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

General  Augur  will  have  two  regiments  ready  at  Washington 
depot  to-morrow  morning  for  transportation  to  Cincinnati,  and  thence 
to  Eastport,  Miss.  The  third  regiment  will  be  ready  as  soon  as 
these  two  are  disposed  of. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief. 


Office  Chief  Q.  M.,  Depot  of  Washington, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  October  30,  1863. 

Col.  Thomas  Swords, 

Assistant  Quartermaster- General,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

I am  directed  by  the  General-in-Chief  to  inform  you  that  to-mor- 
row, or  the  next  day  thereafter,  a body  of  troops,  numbering  about 
2,200,  will  leave  this  point  by  rail,  via  Cincinnati,  to  Eastport,  Miss. 
If  the  Tennessee  River  is  sufficiently  high  they  are  to  be  sent  to  the 
point  of  their  destination  by  water,  and  if  not,  they  will  be  landed 
at  Cairo,  and  proceed  thence  by  rail.  Please  have  the  boats  in 
readiness,  and  make  such  other  arrangements  as  you  may  deem  to 
be  necessary.  Please  answer. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 

Brigadier-General,  and  Quartermaster. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  October  30,  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

Chief  Quartermaster, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

Three  regiments  will  soon  leave  here  for  General  Sherman’s  army. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  transportation  to  Cincinnati. 
You  will  arrange  for  their  transportation  from  Cincinnati  to  East- 
port  or  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee  River.  If  that  river  is  not  navi- 
gable they  will  be  sent  to  Columbus,  and  thence  by  rail  to  Tuscum- 
bia.  They  will  number  in  all  about  2,200.  They  have  no  supply 
trains.  General  Rucker  will  notify  you  of  their  movements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 
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Munfordville,  October  30,  1863. 
Colonel  Strickland,  Glasgoiv : 

Keep  scouts  ont  to  ascertain  if  rebels  are  concentrating.  If  they 
attempt  to  move  into  the  State,  be  ready  to  send  every  available  man 
in  pursuit,  and  not  stop  until  they  are  captured  or  whipped.  If  nec- 
essary, they  can  press  horses  and  saddles,  returning  them  when  done 
with. 

Keep  me  advised  of  every  movement. 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  5.  f Waterloo,  Ala.,  October  30,  1863. 

I.  Pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  general  commanding  the  Divis- 
ion of  the  Mississippi,  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  the  command 
of  General  Dodge  will  cross  the  Tennessee  with  as  much  expedition 
as  possible,  and  move  east,  via  Florence,  Huntsville,  &c.,  to  meet 
further  orders. 

II.  Eastport  will  be  considered  the  head  of  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee  for  the  present,  and  all  transports  will  be  discharged 
there,  or  held  subject  to  orders.  The  marching  columns  will  leave 
their  sick  and  all  incumbrances  at  Eastport  or  Waterloo,  subject  to 
further  orders. 

III.  General  Dodge  will  designate  a regiment  to  hold  Eastport, 
and  will  instruct  the  commanding  officer  to  intrench  the  position  on 
the  hill  over  the  town.  He  will  detach  two  guns  with  ammunition 
for  the  use  of  the  garrison  at  Eastport. 

IV.  The  senior  officer  of  each  of  the  ordnance,  quartermaster’s, 
and  commissary  departments,  now  present  with  the  army,  will  desig- 
nate an  officer  of  his  department  to  remain  at  Eastport  and  ta& 
charge  of  the  stores  of  their  departments  that  may  be  left  there  or 
that  may  arrive  by  the  river. 

V.  Colonel  Siber  will  collect  all  invalids  or  sick  men  left  behind, 
and  organize  them  at  Eastport,  and  the  ordnance  officer  will  issue  to 
them  arms  and  ammunition,  on  the  requisition  of  Colonel  Siber,  or 
whomsoever  may  have  charge  of  them.  The  medical  officer  will 
also  designate  one  or  more  medical  officers  to  remain  with  the  sick, 
with  the  necessary  medical  supplies. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjidant- General. 


Special  Orders,  d Hdqrs.  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

No.  102.  ) Knoxville,  Tenn.,  October  30,  1863. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ❖ * 

II.  Col.  Frank  Wolford,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Di- 
vision, will  move  at  once  with  all  the  effective  cavalry  of  his  command 
and  one  section  of  artillery  to  Maryville,  Tenn. , where  he  will  take 
position  and  scout  to  the  front  as  far  as  Little  Tennessee  River.  The 
ineffective  force  will  be  left  in  Knoxville  to  be  refitted. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Manson : 

R.  C.  KISE, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 
Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  31,  18G3 — l.lOiJ.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Cruft  : 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  just  received,  and  I am  directed  by  the 
major-general  commanding  to  reply  that  you  will  remain  in  position 
at  Whiteside’s  until  further  orders.  You  will  select  such  point  as 
will  enable  you  with  your  command  to  defend  the  passage  through  the 
mountain  against  any  force  that  the  enemy  can  send  against  it.  The 
general  is  informed  that  an  engineer  will  soon  lay  out  the  works 
deemed  necessary  for  its  perfect  defense,  and  when  this  is  done  it  is 
expected  that  your  command  will  do  the  work  that  will  be  necessary  to 
complete  them.  The  general  desires  that  you  will  make  a thorough 
examination  of  all  roads  and  by-roads  in  your  vicinity  leading  from 
Newton  to  the  river,  and  put  out  pickets  sufficient  to  prevent  them  be- 
ing made  use  of  by  the  rebels.  If  you  have  any  cavalry  he  desires  that 
you  will  dispatch  it  in  the  direction  of  Newton  to  collect  all  informa- 
tion relating  to  movements  of  the  enemy,  his  numbers,  position,  and 
intentions,  and,  if  of  value,  to  report  all  such  information ; that  you 
will  look  for  corn  and  forage,  and  procure  as  much  for  your  animals 
as  practicable.  Your  rations  you  will  be  required  to  draw  from 
Bridgeport,  unless  landed  at  some  nearer  point.  The  general  desires 
that  all  detachments,  batteries,  and  transportation  belonging  to  the 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  may  be  sent  forward  without  delay 
whenever,  you  deem  it  safe  for  them  to  pass  over  the  road.  He  sug- 
gests that  no  trains  be  allowed  to  pass  without  at  least  a regiment  to 
guard  them.  You  will  make  requisition  ab  Bridgeport  for  one  hun- 
dred axes,  twelve  picks,  and  twelve  spades.  Further  instructions 
will  be  sent  you  hereafter. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Tivelfth  Corps : 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will  leave  one 
of  your  regiments  in  your  present  position,  and  post  the  balance  of 
your  command  on  the  line  now  being  established.  Rations  have 
arrived  at  Kelley’s  Ferry.  You  had  better  send  your  wagons  there 
for  them  and  for  forage.  Select  suitable  shelters  within  your  new 
line  for  your  depot.  Send  a staff  officer  to  report  to  General  Butter- 
field, who  is  now  with  the  engineer  establishing  the  new  line.  They 
will  be  found  on  the  right  of  it. 

Very  respectfullv, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen, 


Chattanooga,  October  31,  1863—3  p.  m. 

Major-General  Slocum  : 

General  Hooker  desires  a report  how  and  where  you  have  posted 
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your  troops,  ‘and  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  printed  copies  of 
instructions.  A brigade  will  probably  be  sent  from  here  to  bridge-, 
head  at  Bridgeport.  If  so,  you  will  be  notified. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hqdrs.  Second  Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps, 

October  31,  1863. 


Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Eleveyith  Army  Corps : 

General  : Yours  of  this  [morning]  has  been  received.  With  re- 
gard to  your  troops  forming  in  junction  with  mine,  I verbally  men- 
tioned to  General  Hooker  8 o’clock  as  the  time.  U pon  consulting 
my  records,  I find  in  my  written  communications  to  the  general 
that  I reported  one  brigade  as  having  reported  at  half  past  5 o’clock 
and  the  other  at  7 o’clock.  My  verbal  statement  was  a mistake. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  and  Tmtelfth  Corps, 

Lookout  Valley,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  GeaRY  : 

General  Hooker  directs  that  not  a tree  or  a limb  be  disturbed  in- 
side our  new  line.  . All  .the  woods  and  brush  must  be  preserved  to 
jconceal  our  troops  and  the  movement  of  trains. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

DANL.  BUTTERFIELD, 
3Iajor- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


October  31,  1863—11.10  p.  m. 

General  Reynolds: 

Tents  of  the  enemy  in  and  on  Lookout  moved  before  dark.  No 
lights  in  Lookout  Valley  at  this  hour. 

WHITAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Maysville,  October  31,  1863. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Sinclair, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Have  just  captured  Lieutenant  Manohen  [?],  of  General  Wheeler’s 
staff,  with  3 of  his  men.  I got  back  the  horses  taken  from  my  men. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-General.  ' 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  31,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Crook, 

Commanding,  Maysville,  Ala. : 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  cavalry  yon  were  ordered 
to  send  General  Hooker  should  reach  him  as  soon  as  possible.  Have 
you  sent  it? 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  31,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Cruft, 

Comdg.  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps : 

The  brigades  of  your  division  at  Bridgeport  will  be  stationed  on 
the  hill  near  the  bridge-head,  a detail  being  warned  to  be  at  all  times 
[ready]  to  occupy  and  defend  the  bridge-head.  You  will  effectually 
destroy  the  Moore’s  Gap  road  somewhere  on  the  mountain  side ; also 
the  road  near  Island  Creek.  Brigadier-General  Whitaker,  with  his 
brigade,  is  ordered  to  report  to  you,  which  will  put  the  whole  divis- 
ion on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  You  will  establish  your  head- 
quarters at  Shellmound.  Whitaker’s  brigade  will  relieve,  by  two 
regiments,  the  regiment  now  occupying  a pass  near  Shellmound  on 
the  road  toward  Trenton.  The  latter  regiment  will  rejoin  its  division. 
The  headquarters  of  Whitaker’s  brigade  will  be  at  Shellmound. 
You  will  picket  well  to  the  front  toward  Trenton.  Avail  your- 
self of  every  means  to  procure  information,  which  will  be  promptly 
reported  to  these  headquarters.  Draw  your  supplies  from  Bridge- 
port. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Decherd,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 

Col.  A.  P.  Campbell, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  march  with  your  bri- 
gade immediately  to  Winchester,  Tenn.,  and  encamp  in  the  locality 
selected  by  Captain  Porter,  acting  assistant  inspector-general.  First 
Cavalry  Division,  who  will  accompany  you. 

I am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JACOBS, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Dallas,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland : 
Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Mrs.  Whiteburg  ha^ 
returned  from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  reports  that  the  rebels 
are  sending  a heavy  force,  supposed  to  be  about  45,000,  to  meet 
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Burnside.  Their  convalescents  and  trains  are  following  ux).  The 
general  impression  among  the  citizens  is  that  Bragg  will  not  fight 
in  front  of  Chattanooga.  This  report  of  Mrs.  Whitehurg  is  taken 
from  a written  statement  of  Maj.  Robert  S.  McNabb,  a Union  man, 
who  lives  over  the  river  and  has  opportunities  for  learning  the 
movements  and  intentions  of  the  rebels. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  SMITH, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Chattanooga,  October  31,  1863—3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Burnside  : 

It  is  reported  on  [reliable]  authority  large  force  of  Bragg’s  army 
is  moving  toward  you.  Do  you  hear  anything  of  such  a move  ? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Knoxville,  October  31,  1863—2.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Grant: 

There  are  indications  that  a heavy  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  is 
crossing  the  Little  Tennessee,  and  advancing  up  the  south  side  of 
the  Holston,  with  a view  of  breaking  through  our  lines  or  passing 
by  our  left  dank,  and  in  too  great  force  to  be  resisted  by  our  cavalry 
as  at  present  disposed.  I am  sending  a force  to  resist  the  advance, 
and  may  be  able  to  check  them.  If  it  were  possible  for  Thomas  to 
make  a demonstration  with  his  cavalry  against  Bragg’s  left  it  would 
probably  cause  the  withdrawal  of  this  force.  The  disposition  of 
affairs,  with  this  exception,  remains  as  I advised  you  in  my  last  dis- 
i)atch. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE,  * 

Major-  General. 


Lenoir’s,  October  ^l,  1863. 

General  Burnside  : 

All  quiet  at  Leiper’s  Ferry.  Penne baker  has  moved  off;  has  some 
30  or  40  missing,  and  lost  more  horses.  The  enemy  active,  driving 
in  stock  and  arresting  citizens.  They  were  scouting  all  along  the 
other  bank  of  the  river  last  evening. 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 

Brigadier-General. 


Greene viLLE,  October  31,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside  : 

Following  just  received  from  Colonel  Garrard  : 

Camp  8 Miles  from  Kingsport, 

October  30,  [1863.] 

Brigadier-General  Shackelford, 

Greeneville: 

I moved  my  force  up  to  Kingsport  yesterday.  A part  of  it  was  sent  to  Moccasin 
Gap  and  Estaville,  and  a part  across  the  north  fork  of  Holston,  3 miles  out  on  the 
Reedy  Creek  road.  There  was  no  enemy  within  reach,  nor  did  we  hear  of  any. 
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The  force  that  had  been  in  camp  on  Reedy  Creek  had  left  two  days  before  for 
Blountsville.  On  returning  [to]  camp  I was  informed  of  the  movement  of  the  forces 
at  Jonesborough  to  Greeneville,  and  have  moved  my  camp  back  to  Lyons’  farm,  on 
the  west  side  of  Big  Creek,  3^  miles  east  of  Rogersville.  My  command  is  now  on 
the  road  to  that  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ISRAEL  GARRARD, 

Commanding  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Eastport,  Miss.,  October  dl,  [1863.] 

(Received  12.40  a.  m.,  November  3.) 

Major-General  Grant  : 

I have  your  dispatch  of  the  24th,  through  General  Crook.  I had 
three  divisions  in  Tuscumbia,  and  drove  Lee’s  cavalry  beyond  Town 
Creek,  but  the  Muscle  Shoals  had  too  much  water  for  us  and  I had 
to  fall  back  to  Eastport  and  Chickasaw,  where  I had  crossed  one 
division  (Ewing’s),  which  is  now  at  Florence.  Another  (John  E. 
Smith’s)  is  nearly  over,  and  it  will  go  forward  at  once.  I will  start 
to-morrow  with  these  two  divisions  rapidly  for  Athens,  the  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  make  the  enemy  believe  all  my  army  is  there.  I 
have  heretofore  been  working  in  foul  weather,  with  a single  coal- 
barge,  decked  over  ; but  this  moment  have  arrived  a ferry-boat, 
three  transports,  and  two  more  gunboats,  so  that  my  progress  will 
be  more  rapid.  I think  I can  have  all  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
over  to-morrow,  and  Dodge  ought  to  follow  with  his  division  the 
day  after.  I can  carry  ten  days’  rations,  and  will  draw  liberally  of 
meats  and  corn  on  the  country.  The  country  is  full  of  cavalry  and 
guerrillas.  We  have  had  numerous  skirmishes,  and  thus  far  have 
had  the  advantage. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  Generali. 

(Same  to  Halleck,  received  November  2.) 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Waterloo,  Lauderdale  County,  Ala.,  October  ^1,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division,  Georgetown: 

Sir  : Corporal  Pike  came  through  safe,  also  a private,  to-day. 
Lieutenant  Fitzgerald  came  through  with  your  letter  of  the  27th. 
One  of  my  divisions  is  nearly  over  the  Tennessee,  and  will  be  at 
Florence  to-morrow  night.  Two  more  divisions  are  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Tennessee,  and  will  cross  as  fast  as  possible.  At  first  I 
only  had  a coal-barge  to  cross  the  command,  but  to-day  a ferry-boat 
arrived  an d‘ three  transports,  and  the  work  moves  faster.  We  have 
also  had  some  villainous  weather,  but  this  is  also  over,  and  now  I 
hope  to  be  in  Athens  in  four  days. 

I have  sent  message  to  Cairo  to  be  telegraphed  to  General  Grant, 
but  I wish  you  would  cause  the  substance  of  this  to  go  to  him.  We 
drove  the  enemy’s  cavalry  below  the  Tennessee  beyond  Town  Creek, 
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but  Roddey’s  cavalry  returned  and  is  hanging  round  luka.  I think 
Wheeler  has  gone  back  to  Bragg,  and  that  Lee  has  gone  back  to 
Okolona. 


There  are  small  bands  of  guerillas  in  every  direction,  but  they  give 
us  a wide  berth.  As  soon  as  the  head  of  my  column  reaches  Athens 
I will  send  forward  to  advise  you,  and  would  be  pleased  if  you  would 
advise  me  in  the  meantime  of  your  whereabouts  ; also,  what  is  the 
best  road  from  Athens  to  the  Stevenson  road.  That  from  Hunts- 
ville, via  Bellefonte,  to  Stevenson  used  to  be  very  bad. 

I have  received  General  Grant’s  dispatch  of  October  24,  inclosed 
in  yours. 

I am,  &:c.. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General, 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Key  West, 

October  31,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  luka,  Miss. : 

General  : We  will  be  due  at  Eastport  at  4 a.  m.  with  the  trans- 
port Anglo-Saxon.  The  Nashville  and  a small  ferry-boat  should 
arrive  by  8 or  9 o’clock  this  morning.  I am  writing,  as  well  as  this 
shaking  vessel  will  permit,  to  advise  you  of  this  arrival,  and  to  get 
my  letter  off  as  soon  as  we  arrive.  Either  of  the  transports  will  re- 
quire about  2 feet  water  when  light,  and  the  ferry-boat  some  12 
inches,  I suppose.  If  sufficient  detail  of  men  is  made,  the  cargo  of 
the  two  steamers  can  be  landed  in  a few  hours,  when  they  can  cross 
men  and  horses  very  rapidly,  but  not  wagons.  The  ferry-boat  can 
take  on  eight  wagons  without  teams,  and  some  50  horses.  These  boats, 
with  the  barge,  can  cross  a division  in  twelve  to  fifteen  hours.  Fuel 
will  be  an  immediate  necessity.  I have  had  to  lend  them  all  we 
could  spare  to  get  the  boats  up.  The  fences  about  may  answer  for  a 
little  while,  but  you  will  need  to  have  wood  cut  immediately.  I am 
told  pine  knots  can  be  easily  obtained  about  here.  A steamer  came 
up  from  Paducah,  which  I suppose  was  one  of  the  convoy.  I missed 
her  at  Duck  River,  and  was  informed  by  the  gunboat  astern  that  she 
was  on  a private  trading  voyage,  and  had  landed  below  us.  I was 
in  a hurry  to  get  these  vessels  up,  or  I should  have  gone  down  and 
brought  the  steamer  up  here.  The  river  is  everywhere  thronged 
with  guerrillas,  and  it  is  useless  for  us  to  patrol  it  and  destroy  skiffs, 
flats,  &c.,  to  prevent  crossing  the  stream,  when  a steamer  is  per- 
mitted by^  the  custom-house  authorities  to  be  on  trading  voyages. 
The  permits  are  given  by  the  Paducah  custom-house  officers.  Would 
it  not,  as  a military  measure,  be  proper  for  you  to  order  that  no  ves- 
sel shall  be  permitted  to  come  up  the  Tennessee,  except  in  convoy  of 
a gunboat,  and  not  to  land  except  when  the  naval  commander  shall 
deem  it  safe  and  otherwise  proper  to  do  so  ? Your  order-  to  the  cus- 
tom-house officers  they  have  to  observe,  and  must  give  permits  sub- 
ject to  them.  The  restrictions  will  enable  gunboat  officers  to  pre- 
vent detention  to  transports  arising  from  the  presence  of  trading 
vessels.  In  short,  such  an  order  will  enable  us  to  control  the  trade 
to  the  desirable  point,  permitting  loyal  people  to  get  their  products 
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to  market  and  to  procure  family  supplies,  while  we  can  shut  down 
on  smuggling  and  make  all  conform  to  the  public  interests  of  a mili- 
tary character.  If  you  give  such  an  order  please  send  it  to  me  as 
soon  as  you  can,  and  I will  notify  the  Paducah  authorities. 

I shall  send  a gunboat  down  this  morning,  but  will  detain  her  till 
I can  hear  from  you,  and  get  what  mail  you  may  wish  to  send.  She 
will  reach  Paducah  in  twenty  hours,  and,  if  you  desire  it,  I will  send 
her  through  to  Cairo  with  your  dispatches. 

We  captured  some  men,  horses,  arms,  and  saddles. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Commander  Sixth  and  Seventh  Divisions,  Miss.  Squadron. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Collierville,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 

Col.  Edward  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Cavalry  Division,  Sixteenth  Arviy  Corps: 

Sir  : Your  order  to  send  a company  to  La  Fayette  is  received  and 
complied  with.  The  battalion  at  Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill  we  still 
continue,  but  I learn  from  good  authority  that  Chalmers  is  prepar- 
ing an  expedition  expressly  to  capture  them.  We  have  no  force  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  as  it  is  impossible  to  keep  one  there  and  furnish 
pickets  to  this  place.  W e have  now,  including  the  force  at  Quinn’s 
Mill,  over  six  companies  on  duty  every  day.  We  have  all  the  guard 
duty  and  picketing  for  this  post,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the 
country,  requires  a large  force.  I wish  to  inquire  if  it  will  not  be 
policy  to  relieve  the  force  at  Quinn’s  Mill,  as  the  enemy  can  cross 
either  above  or  below  and  cut  them  off  effectually. 

I am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, " 

G.  W.  TRAFTOIST, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Post. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Trafton, 

Collierville,  Tenn. : 

Keep  a sharp  lookout.  Kotify  the  battalion  at  Quinn  and  Jack- 
son’s Mill  that  they  are  in  danger.  They  must  not  occupy  the  same 
ground  more  than  twenty-four  hours  at  a time. 

EDWARD  HATCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  31,  1863. 
Commanding  Officer  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Corinth,  Miss,: 

You  will  immediately,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  move  with  your  entire 
available  force  to  La  Grange,  taking  with  you  a full  supply  of  am- 
munition and  two  days’  rations  and  blankets.  Upon  arriving  at  La 
Grange,  bivouac  your  command  and  report  to  me  by  telegraph.  Make 
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your  arrangements  to  draw  rations  and  forage  at  La  Grange  for  five 
days.  There  is  information  that  an  attack  may  he  made  in  a few 
days,  and  in  our  present  condition  great  vigilance  is  necessary.  Look 
especially  to  your  left  flank  while  on  the  march,  and  instructions  will 
he  forwarded  to  you  when  you  arrive  at  La  Grange. 

By  order  of  Edward  Hatch,  colonel  commanding  division : 

S.  L.  WOODWARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Columbus,  Ky.,  October  31,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Reid  : 

A large  force  is  approaching  Paducah.  Please  ask  Admiral  Porter 
to  send  a gunhoat  there  at  once,  if  practicable. 

A.  J.  SMITH, 
Brigadier- General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  6.  ) Waterloo,  Ala.,  October  dl,  1863. 

I.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  general  commanding  the  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Third  Division  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Brigadier-General  Tuttle  commanding,  will  move  at 
once  hy  boats,  via  Cairo  and  up  the  Tennessee  River,  landing  oppo- 
site Eastport,  and  push  forward,  via  Florence,  to  join  its  proper 
corps.  ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I ^ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Ahf^tract  from  returns  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Gen. 
Ulysses  S.  Grayit,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  October,  1863.* 


Command. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

General  headquarters 

14 

14 

14 

Department  of  the  Cumberland 

4,628 

78,202 

97,018 

154,289 

22 

252 

Department  of  the  Ohio 

2,047 

39,907 

49,367 

67,016 

8 

196 

Department  of  the  Tennessee 

3,747 

64,207 

84, 159 

123,084 

88 

235 

Total 

10,436 

182,316 

230,558 

344,403 

118 

683 

Total  according  to  General  Grant’s  return . . . 

11,029 

191,972 

244,731 

348,058 

130 

633 

* Compiled  from  the  subordinate,  as  the  most  accurate,  returns. 
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Abstract  f rom  returns  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,,  Maj.  Gen.  George 
H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  81,  1868. 


Command. 


Genei’al  headquarters 

Fourth  Army  Corps : 

Headquarters 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Third  Division 

Total  Fourth  Army  Coi'ps. . . 

Hooker’s  command : 
Headquarters 

Eleventh  Army  Corps : 

Headquarters 

Second  Division 

Third  Division 

Artillery 

Total  Eleventh  Army 
Corps. 

Twelfth  Army  Corps : 

Headquarters 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Artillery 

Total  Twelfth  Army  Corps . . 

Total  Hooker’s  command . . . 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

Headquarters 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Third  Division 

Fourth  Division 

Total  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps. 

Cavalry  Corps : 

Headquarters 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Wilder’s  brigade 

Total  Cavalry  Corps 

Artillery  Reserve 

Pioneer  Brigade 

Coburn’s  brigade 

Clarksville 

Fort  Donelson 

Gallatin 

Nashville 

Unassigned  : 

Artilleryo. 

Cavalry  (15th  Pennsylvania) 

Engineer  troops  (1st  Michigan) 

Infantry  b 

Grand  total  


Present  for 
duty. 

[ Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Aggregate  last  re- 

turn. 

Pieces  of 
artillery,  j 

Officers. 

d 

a> 

> 

et 

01 

X 

2 

% 

X 

47 

518 

721 

889 

904 

6 

4.39 

486 

441 

6 

7,546 

8,428 

8,785 

6 

13,880 
15, 109 
15,392 

6 

14, 149 
14,966 
12,614 

6,142 

6,540 

7,029 

18 

18 

19 

1,372 

19,711 

24,765 

44,  .387 

41,7.35 

55 

7 

7 

9 

8 



11 

150 

181 

16 

42 
2,614 
3, 145 
530 

63 

3,187 

3,855 

588 

77 
5,318 
6, 651 
796 

77 

5,838 

7,343 

795 

26 

358 

6,3.31 

7,593 

12,842 

14,053 

26 

14 

255 

219 

11 

145 
4,310 
3,904  j 
343  I 

191 

4,884 

4,455 

376' 

237 

7,417 

7,248 

469 

247 

7,449 

7,-348 

474 

20 

499 

8,702  i 

9,906 

15, 371 

15,518 

20 

864 

1.5,03;3 

17,606 

28,222 

29,  .579 

46 

1 

22 

.329 

.378 

335 

239 

5,914 

7,114 

6,008 

372 
7,604 
8,  .553 
7,779 

479 
14,327 
11,406 
13, 199 

484 
7, 6.53 
11,. 542 
13,  .366 
9,375 

16 

18 

18 

1,064 

19,275 

24,  .308 

39,411 

42,420 

52 

4 

253 

172 

i:30 

4 

5, 360 

3. 643 

2.644 

5 

8,246 
6,689 
3, 414 

8,  :W 
6, 697 
3,4.50 

4,099 
2, 964 
2,110 

2 

! .559 

9, 173 

11,651 

18,354 

18,4.59 

9 

:33 

.50 

105 

12 

14 

50 

203 

■ 18 
25 

25 

187 

1,1.36 

849 

1,980 

254 

256 

784 

3,899 

422 

388 

608 

3, 91() 

~i723^ 

1,215 

2,403 

454 

436 

1,003 

4,796 

468 

465 

771 

4, 721 

1,973 
2, 617 
2, 992 
481 
468 
1,139 
5,393 

526 

667 

965 

5,805 

2, 0.52 
2,643 
3,002 
481 
469 
1,13:3 
4,877 

.526 

688 

896 

4,900 

.... 

51 

6 

'22' 

4 

6 

10 

13 

|4,628 

78,202  1 97,018 

154, 289 

154,764 

22 

252 

Headquarters. 


Shellmound. 

Chattanooga. 

Do. 


Lookout  Valley. 


Lookout  Valley. 
Do. 

Do. 


Wartrace. 

Tullahoma. 

Wauhatchie. 


Chattanooga. 

Do. 

Near  Ro.ssville. 
Chattanooga. 


Chattanooga. 

Winchester. 

Maysville. 

Do. 


Chattanooga. 

Do. 

Tullahoma. 


Sequatchie  Val- 
ley. 

Big  Harpeth, 
Tenn. 


a Murfreesborough,  Elk  River,  Dallas,  Anderson’s  Cross-Roads. 

5 Tullahoma,  Stevenson,  Ala.,  Chattanooga,  MurfreesVxjrough,  .Vnderson’s  Cross-Roads,  Big  Ilar- 
peth,  Walden’s  Ridge,  and  Sullivan’s  Brancdi. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Cmnberlmid,  Maj. 
Gen.  George  H.  Thomas^  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  31, 


1863. 


(GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

lOtli  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  M.  Ward. 

1st  Battalion  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Gershom  M.  Barber. 
Pioneer  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  St.  Clair  Morton. 

1st  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  William  P.  Innes. 

Signal  Coitus,  Capt.  Jesse  Merrill. 

FOURTH  ARMY"  CORPS. 


Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 


Capt.-  William  Leonard. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Cruft. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  D.  Sedgewick. 

21st  Illinois,  Capt.  Chester  K.  Knight. 
88th  Illinois,  Cap>t.  William  C.  Harris. 
29th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  David  M. 
Dunn. 

81st  Indiana,  Col.  John  T.  Smith. 

81st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  C. 
Wheeler. 

1st  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Alva  R. 
Hadlock. 

2d  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  John  R. 
Hurd. 

90th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  N.  Yeo- 
man. 

101st  Ohio,  Col.  Isaac  M.  Kirby. 


Seco7id  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Walter  C.  Whitaker. 

96th  Illinois,  Col.  Thomas  E.  Cham- 
pion. 

115th  Illinois,  Col.  Jesse  H.  Moore, 

35th  Indiana,  Col.  Bernard  F.  Mullen. 
84th  Indiana,  Maj.  Andrew  J.  Neff. 

8th  Kentucky,  Col.  Sidney  M.  Barnes. 
40th  Ohio,  Col.  Jacob  E.  Taylor. 

51st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H. Wood. 
99th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Cum- 
mins. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Grose. 

59th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Joshua  C.  Winters. 

75th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William  M.  Kilgour. 

84th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Louis  H.  Waters. 

9th  Indiana,  Col.  Isaac  C.  B.  Suman. 

80th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Orrin  D.  Hurd. 

86th  Indiana,  Maj.  Gilbert  Trusler. 

24th  Ohio,  Capt.  George  M.  Bacon. 

77th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Joseph  J.  Lawson. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Peter  Simonson. 

Indiana  Light,  5th  Battery.  Capt.  Peter  Simonson. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  Harry  C.  Cushing. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  Francis  L.  D.  Russell. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Francis  T.  Sherman. 

86th  Illinois,  Col.  Silas  Miller. 

44tli  Illinois,  Col.  Wallace  W.  Barrett. 
73d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  James  I.  David- 
son. 

74th  Illinois,  Col.  Jason  Marsh. 

88th  Illinois,  Maj.  George  W.  Chandler. 
32d  Indiana,  Col.  Michael  Gooding. 

21st  Michigan,  Capt.  Loomis  K.  Bishop. 
2d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Arnold  Beck. 
15th  Missouri,  Col.  Joseph  Conrad. 

24th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Carl  von  Bauni- 
bach^ 


Second  Brigade.  { 

Brig.  Gen.  George  D.  Wagner. 

lOOth  Illinois,  Col.  Frederick  A.  Bartle- 
son. 

15th  Indiana,  Col.  Gustavus  A.  Wood. 
40th  Indiana,  Col.  John  W.  Blake. 

57th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W. 
Lennard. 

58th  Indiana,  Col.  George  P.  Buell. 

18th  Michigan,  Col.  Joshua  B.  Culver. 
26th  Ohio,  Col.  Edward  P.  Fyffe. 

97th  Ohio,  Col.  John  Q.  Lane. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  Charles  G.  Marker. 

22d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Swanwick. 

27th  Illinois,  Col.  Jonathan  R.  Miles. 

42d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  H.  Walworth. 

51st  Illinois,  Maj.  Charles  W.  Davis. 

79th  Illinois,  Col.  Allen  Buckner. 

3d  Kentucky,  Maj.  John  Brennan. 

64th  Ohio,  Col.  Alexander  Mcllvain. 

65th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Bullitt. 

125th  Ohio,  Col.  Emerson  Opdycke. 

Artillerif. 

Capt.  William  A.  Naylor. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  M,  Capt.  George  W.  Spencei*. 
Indiana  Light,  lOth  Battery,  Capt.  William  A.  Naylor. 
1st  Missouri  Light,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  Gustavus  Schueler, 


THIRD  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  August  Willich. 

25th  Illinois,  Capt.  Wesford  Taggart..  \ 
85th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William  P. 
Chandler. 

89th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William  D.  Will- 
iams. 

82d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  Erdel- 
meyer. 

68th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  S.Scobey. 
8th  Kansas,  Col.  John  A.  Martin. 

15th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  Askew. 
49th  Ohio,  Maj.  Samuel  F.  Gniy. 

I5th  Wisconsin,  Capt.  Mons  Grinager. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen. 

6th  Indiana,  Maj.  Calvin  D.  Campbell. 
5th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  John  L. 
Treanor. 

6th  Kentucky,  Maj.  Richard  T.  Whit- 
aker. 

i 28d  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C. 

! Foy. 

i 1st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Bassett  Langdon. 

! 6th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  C. 
i Christopher. 

! 41st  Ohio,  Col.  Aquila  Wiley. 

I 93d  Ohio,  Ma,j.  William  Birch. 

1 124th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Pickands. 
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lliird  Brigade. 

Brig-.  Gen.  Samuel  Beatty. 

44th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Simeon  C.  Aldrich. 

70th  Indiana,  Col.  Frederick  Knefler. 

86th  Indiana,  Col.  George  F.  Dick. 

0th  Kentucky,  Col.  George  H.  Cram. 

' 17th  Kentucky,  Col.  Alexander  M.  Stout. 

13th  Ohio,  Col.  DMught  Jarvis,  jr.  ^ 

10th  Ohio,  Col.  Charles  F.  Manderson. 

50th  Ohio,  Maj.  Robert  J.  Vanosdol. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Cullen  Bradley. 

Bridges’  (Illinois)  Battery,  Capt.  Lyman  Bridges. 

Ohio  Light,  6th  Battery,  Lieut.  Oliver  H.  P.  Ayres. 
Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  Samuel  M.  McDowell. 

ELEVENTH  AND  TWELFTH  ARMY  CORPS.  ' 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker. 


PROVOST  GUARD. 

10th  Maine,  1st  Battalion,  Capt.  John  D.  Beardsley. 


ELEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Independent  Company,  8th  New  York  Infantry,  Capt.  Anton  Bruhn. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Adolph  von  Steinwehr. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Adolphus  Buschbeck. 


33d  New  Jersey,  Col.  George  W.  Min- 
dil. 

134th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Allan  H. 

Jackson.  I 

154th  New  York,  Maj.  Lewis  D.  Warner,  j 
27th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Peter  A.  Me-  j 
Aloon.  j 

73d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  William  Moore.  I 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Orland  Smith. 

33d  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Godfrey 
Rider,  jr. 

136th  New  York,  Col.  .lames  Wood,  jr. 
168th  New  York,  Col.  William  R.  Brovui. 
55th  Ohio,  Col,  Charles  B.  Gam  bee. 

73d  Ohio,  Maj.  Samuel  H.  Hurst. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Schurz. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hector  Tyndale. 

101st  Illinois,  Col.  Charles  H.  Fox. 

45th  New  York,  Col.  George  von  Ams- 
berg. 

143d  New  York,  Col.  Horace  Boughton,- 
61st  Ohio,  Col.  Stephen  J..  McGroarty. 
82d  Ohio,  Col.  James  S.  Robinson. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Wladimir  Krzyzanowski. 

58th  New  York,  Capt.  Michael  Esem- 
baux. 

119th  New  York,  Col,  John  T.  Lockman. 
141st  New  York,  Col.  William  K.  Logie. 
26th  Wisconsin,  Col.  William  H.  Jacobs. 
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'fltird  Brirjadr. 

C-ol.  Frederick  IIecker. 

80th  Illinois,  Capt.  James  Neville. 

82d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  S.  .Salomon. 

()8th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  von  Steinhausen. 
75tli  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  August  Ledig. 


artillery. 

Maj.  Thomas  W.  Osborn. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Michael  Wiedrich. 
New  York  Light,  IBth  Battery,  Capt.  William  Wheeler. 
1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Hubert  Dilger. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  Nicholas  Salim. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  Cl,  Lieut.  Eugene  A.  Bancroft. 

TWELFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum. 

first  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williams. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  F.  Knipe. 

5th  Connecticut,  Col.  Warren  W. 
Packer. 

30th  Connecticut,  Col.  Samuel  Ross. 

Bd  Maryland,  Col.  Joseph  M.  Suds- 
burg. 

13Bd  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C. 
Rogers. 

145th  New  York,  Capt.  Samuel  T.  Alien. 
46th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
L.  Foulk. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruoer. 

27th  Indiana,  Col.  Silas  Colgrove. 

2d  Massachusetts,  Col.  William  Cogs- 
well. 

IBth  New  Jersey,  Col.  Ezra  A.  Car- 
man. 

107th  New  York,  Col.Nirom  M.  Crane. 
150th  New  York,  Col.  John  H.  Ketcham. 
Bd  Wisconsin,  Col.  William  Hawley. 


second  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  Candy. 

5th  Ohio,  Col.  John  H.  Patrick. 

7th  Ohio,  Col.  William  R.  Creighton. 
29th  Ohio,  Col.  William  T.  Fitch. 

66th  Ohio,  Lieut.  (kJ.  Eugene  Powell. 
28th  Pennsylvania,  C\Tf)t.  John  Flynn. 
147th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Ario 
Pardee,  jr. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  George  A.  Cobham,  Jr. 

29th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  William  Rick- 
ards, jr. 

109th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Frederick  L. 
Gimber. 

111th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut,  flol.  Thomas 
M.  Walker. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  David  Ireland. 

60th  New  York,  Col.  Abel  Godard. 

78th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Herbert  von  Hammerstein. 
102d  New  York,  Col.  James  C.  Lane. 
lB7th  New  York,  Capt.  Milo  B.  Eldredge. 

149tli  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Randall. 
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ARTILLERY. 


Maj.  John  A.  Reynolds. 


1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  M,  Capt.  John  D.  Woodbury. 
Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  James  A.  Dunlevy. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Edward  D.  Muhlenberg. 
5th  United  States,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Edmund  C.  Bainbridge. 

FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Palmer. 

PROVOST  GUARD. 


9th  Michigan,  Col.  John  G.  Parkhurst. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lovell  H.  Rousseau. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Carlin. 

l()4th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  H.  Widmer. 
:l8th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  F.  Grif- 
fin. 

42d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  B. 
Mclntire. 

88th  Indiana,  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Webster. 
15th  Kentucky,  Maj.  William  G.  Hal- 
pin. 

3d  Ohio,  Col.  Anson  G.  McCook. 

88d  Ohio,  Col.  Oscar  F.  Moore. 

94th  Ohio,  Maj.  Rue  P.  Hutchins. 
lOth  Wisconsin,  Capt.  Jacob  W.Roby. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Marshall  F.  Moore. 

19th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  W. 
Raffen. 

11th  Michigan,  Capt.  Patrick  H.  Keegan. 
18th  Ohio,  Col.  Timothy  R.  Stanley. 

69th  Ohio,  Capt.  Ross  J.  Hazletine. 

15th  United  States,  1st  Battalion,  Capt. 
Henry  Keteltas. 

15th  United  States,  2d  Battalion,  Maj. 
John  R.  Edie. 

16th  United  States,  1st  Battalion,  Capt. 

Robert  E.  A.  Crofton. 

18th  United  States,  1st  Battalion,  Capt. 
George  W.  Smith. 

18th  United  States,  2d  Battalion,  Capt. 
Henry  Haymond. 

19th  United  States,  1st  Battalion,  Capt. 
Henry  S.  Welton. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  Sirwell. 

24th  Illinois,  Capt.  August  Mauff. 

87th  Indiana,  Col.  James  S.  Hull. 

31st  Ohio,  Capt.  Charles  H.  Vantine. 

74th  Ohio,  Maj.  Joseph  Fisher.  ^ 

78th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Augustus  B.  Bonnaffon. 

79th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  William  G.  Kendrick. 

1st  Wisconsin,  Capt.  John  C.  Goodrich. 

21st  Wisconsin,  Capt.  Charles  H.  Walker. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Mark  H.  Prescott. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Mark  H.  Prescott. 

1st  Michigan  Light,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Francis  E.  Hale, 
5th  United  States,  Battery  Ifl.  Lient.  Edmund  D.  Spooner. 
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SECOND  DIVISION. 

Bri^.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  F.  Smith. 

lOth  Illinois,  Col.  John  Tillson. 

16th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Janies  B.  Cahill. 
60th  Illinois,  Col.  William  B.  Anderson. 
10th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Christopher 
J.  Dickerson. 

14th  Michigan,  Col.  Henry  R.  Mizner. 


Second  Brigade.^ 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Spears. 

78th  Illinois,  Lieut.  George  Green. 

98th  Ohio,  Maj.  James  M.  Shane. 

118th  Ohio,  Maj.Lyne  S.  Sullivant. 

121st  Ohio,  Maj.  Jolm  Yager. 

8d  Tennessee,  C’ol.  William  Cross. 
r)th  Tennessee,  Col.  James  T.  Shelley. 
6th  Tennessee,  ('ol.  Joseph  A.  Cooper. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  McCook. 


85th  Illinois,  Col.  Caleb  J.  Dihvorth. 

86th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  David  W.  Magee, 
noth  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Hibbard  Topping. 

125th  Illinois,  Col.  Oscar  F.  Harmon, 

22d  Michigan,  Maj.  Henry  S.  Dean. 

52d  Ohio,  Maj.  James  T.  Holmes. 

Artillern. 

Capt.  William  A.  Hotchkiss. 

2d  Illinois  Light,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Charles  M.  Barnett. 
Minnesota  Light,  2d  Battery,  Lieut.  Richard  L.  Dawley. 
Wisconsin  Light.  5th  Battery,  Lieut.  Joseph  McKnight. 


THIRD  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird, 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Turchin. 

82d  Indiana,  Col.  Morton  C.  Hunter, 
nth  Ohio,  Col.  Philander  P.  Lane. 

17th  Ohio,  Col.  John  M.  Connall. 

31st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  W. 
Lister. 

86th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  F.  Devol. 
89th  Ohio,  Capt.  Edward  P.  Henry. 

92d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Douglas  Putnam, 
ji-- 


Second,  Brigade. 

Col.  James  George. 

75th  Indiana,  Col.  Milton  S.  Robinson. 
87th  Indiana,  Col.  Newell  Gleason. 
101st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Doan. 
2d  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  Judstm  W. 
Bishop. 

9th  Ohio,  Col.  Gustave  Kammerling. 
85th  Ohio,  Maj.  Joseph  L.  Budd. 

105th  Ohio,  Capt.  Charles  G.  Edwards. 


Third  Brigade. 


Col.  Edward  H.  Phelps. 

10th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Marsh  B.  Taylor. 

74th  Indiana,  Col.  Charles  W.  Chapman. 

4th  Kentucky,  Maj.  Robert  M.  Kelly. 

10th  Kentucky,  Col.  William  H.  Hays. 

18th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Hubbard  K.  Milward. 
14th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  D.  Kingsbury. 

88th  Ohio,  Maj.  Charles  Greenwood. 


* The  78th  Illinois,  98th,  118th,  and  121st  Ohio  Regiments  on  detached  duty  under 
Col.  John  G.  Mitchell, 
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ArtiUery. 

Capt.  George  R.  Swallow. 

Indiana  Light,  7th  Battery,  Lieut.  Otho  H.  Morgan. 

Indiana  Light,  l9th  Battery,  Capt.  Samuel  J.  Harris. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  Frank  G.  Smith. 

UNATTACHED. 

Cohurii’s  Brigade. 

Col.  John  Coburn. 

33d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Henderson. 

85th  Indiana,  Col.  John  P.  Baird. 

19th  Michigan,  Col.  Henry  C.  Gilbert. 

22d  Wisconsin,  Col.  William  L.  Utley. 

9th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  Harrison  B.  York. 

ARTILLERY  RESERVE. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Brannan. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Col.  James  Barnett. 


First  Brigade.^' 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  Wilbur 
F.  Goodspeed. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  Nor- 
man A.  Baldwin. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  C,  Lieut.  Marco 
B.  Gary. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Giles 
J.  Cockerill. 


Second  Brigade.^ 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Alex- 
ander Marshall. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  M,  Capt.  Fred- 

Ohio  Light,  18th  Battery,  Capt.  Charles 
C.  Aleshire. 

Ohio  Light,  20th  Battery,  Lieut.  John 
Otto. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


First  Brigade. 


Capt.  JosiAH  W.  Church. 

1st  Michigan  Light,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Josiah  W.  Church. 
1st  Tennessee  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.  Ephraim  P.  Abbott. 
Wisconsin  Light,  3d  Battery,  Lieut.  Hiram  F.  Hubbard. 
Wisconsin  Light,  8th  Battery,  Lieut.  John  D.  McLean. 


Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  Arnold  Sutermeister. 

Indiana  Light,  4th  Battery,  Lieut.  Willis  H.  Pettit. 
Indiana  Light,  8th  Battery,  Lieut.  Jeremiah  Voris. 
Indiana  Light,  11th  Battery,  Capt.  Arnold  Sutermeister. 
Indiana  Light,  21st  Battery,  Lieut.  William  E.  Chess. 


* Commander  not  of  record. 
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(CAVALRY  CORPS. 

Maj.  (len.  David  S.  Stanley. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott. 


Firat  Brigade. 

Col.  Archibald  P.  Campbell. 

2d  Michigan,  Maj.  Leonidas  S.  Scranton. 
9th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Roswell  M. 
Russell. 

1st  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  James  P. 
Brownlow. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Edward  M.  McCook. 

2d  Indiana,  Maj.  Joseph  B.  PreMee. 

4th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  De- 
weese. 

2d  Tennessee,  Col.  Daniel  M.  Ray. 

8d  Tennessee,  Col.  William  C.  Pickens. 
1st  Wisconsin,  Col.  Oscar  H.  La  Grange. 
1st  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D 
(section  of),  Lieut.  Nathaniel  M. 
Newell. 


i 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Louis  D.  Watkins. 


4th  Kentucky,  Col.  Wickliffe  Cooper. 

5th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Hoblitzell. 
6th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Roper. 

7th  Kentucky,  Col.  John  K.  Faulkner. 


second  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Robert  H.  G.  Minty. 

3d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Klein. 

4th  Michigan,  Maj.  Horace  Gray. 

7th  Pennsylvania.  Col.  William  B.  Sipes. 
4th  United  States,  Capt.  James  B.  Mc- 
Intyre. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Eli  Long. 

2d  Kentucky,  Col.  Thomas  P.  Nicholas. 
1st  Ohio,  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Patten. 

3d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Seidel. 
4th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Oliver  P.  Robie. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  W.  Lowe. 


5th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Matthewson  T.  Patrick'. 
10th  Oliio,  Col.  Charles  C.  Smith. 

• 5th  Tennessee,  Col.  William  B.  Stokes. 


ARTILLERY. 


Chicago  (Illinois)  Board  of  Trade  Battery,  Lieut.  George  J.  Robinson. 

MOUNTED  INFANTRY^  BRIGADE. 

Col.  John  T.  Wilder. 

92d  Illinois,  Col.  Smith  D.  Atkins. 

98th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Kitchell. 

123d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  Biggs. 

17th  Indiana,  Maj.  William  T.  Jones. 

72d  Indiana,  Lieut,  Col.  Samuel  C.  Kirkpati’ick. 

18th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Eli  Lilly. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


CLARKSVILLE,  TENN. 

Col.  Arthur  A.  Smith. 

8Bd  Illinois  (detachment),  Col.  Arthur  A. 
Smith. 

2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  H, 
Capt.  Henry  C.  Whittemore. 


FORT  DONELSON,  TENN. 

Lieut.  Col.  Elijah  C.  Brott. 

83d  Illinois  (detachment),  Lieut.  Col.  Eli- 
jah C.  Brott. 

2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  C, 
Capt.  James  P.  Flood. 


GALLATIN,  TENN. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eleazer  A.  Paine. 

50th  Ohio,  Maj.  Hamilton  S.  Gillespie. 

71st  Ohio,  Col.  Henry  K.  McConnell. 

106th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Gustavus  Tafel. 

13th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Benjamin  S.  Nicklin. 

5th  Michigan  Battery  (section),  Lieut.  Charles  M.  Durand. 

NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Granger. 

Ward'^  Bidgade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Ward. 

102d  Illinois,  Col.  Franklin  C.  Smith. 

105th  Illinois,  Col.  Daniel  Dustin. 

129th  Illinois,  Col.  Henry  Case. 

70th  Indiana,  Col.  Benjamin  Harrison. 

79th  Ohio,  Col.  Henry  G.  Kennett. 

5th  Michigan  Battery,  Capt.  John  J.  Ely. 

Unattached. 

73d  Indiana,  Capt.  Emanuel  M.  Williamson. 

18th  Michigan,  Col.  Charles  C.  Doolittle. 

13th  Wisconsin,  Col.  William  P.Lyon. 
Convalescents,  Capt.  Ralph  Hunt. 

12th  Indiana  Battery.  Capt.  James  E.  Wlute. 


UN  assigned.  * 

34th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Oscar  Van  Tassell. 

39th  Indiana,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Harrison. 

21st  Kentucky,  Col.  Samuel  W.  Price.  • 

28th  Kentucky,  Col.  William  P.  Boone. 

3d  Ohio,  Capt.  Leroy  S.  Bell. 

102d  Ohio,  Col.  George  H.  Bowman. 

108th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Carlo  Piepho. 

10th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  James  W.  Scully. 

31st  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  H.  West. 

15th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Col.  William  J.  Palmer. 

20th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Milton  A.  Osborne. 

1st  Kentucky  Battery,  Capt.  Theodore  S.  Thomasson. 

2d  Kentucky  Battery,  Capt.  John  M.  Hewett. 

1st  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Warren  P.  Edgarton. 

4 10th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Yates  V.  Beebe. 

*At  Anderson’s  Cross-Roads,  Chattanooga,  Dallas,  Elk  River.  Murfreesborough, 
Stevenson,  Sullivan’s  Branch,  Tullahoma,  and  Walden’s  Ridge. 
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Abstract  from-  returns  of  the  Departrnent  of  the  Ohio,  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burn- 
side, U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  October,  IHfiB. 


CommaiKi . 


General  headquarters 

Ninth  Army  Corps  (Potter): 

Staff 

Troops  unassigned 

First  Division 

Second  Division • 

Total  Ninth  Army  Corps. . 

Twenty-third  Army  Corps  (Man- 
son): 

Staff  and  escort 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Third  Division 

Fourth  (cavalry)  Division 

Reserve  Artillery  (Konkle) 

Engineer  troops ; . 

Total  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps. 

Left  Wing  forces  in  East  Tennes- 
see (Willcox). 

District  of  Ohio  (Cox) 

District  of  Illinois  ( Ammen ) 

District  of  Indiana  and  Michigan 
(Simonson). 

Newport  Barracks,  Ky.  (Eastman) 
Sandusky,  Ohio  (Pierson) 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

i i 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Aggregate  last 

monthly  return. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Headquarters. 

j Officers. 

Men. 

! 

< 

Heavy. 

Field.  j 

79 

80 

82 

82 

1 

1 In  the  field. 

Lenoir’s  Station. 

14 

14 

18 

16 

Do 

31 

551 

627 

981 

142 

4 

Do. 

177 

2,683 

.3,445 

6,581 

6,9t^ 

10 

Do. 

, 150 

2,746 

3,56:3 

5,321' 

4,9(X) 

17 

Do. 

372 

.5,980 

7,649 

12, 907' 

12,046 

31 

14 

95 

110 

180 

181 

1 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

450 

9,659 

11,957 

14,786 

9,827 

8 

88 

Kentucky. 

191 

3,308 

4.060 

5, 654 

5,741 

12 

Loudon, Tenn. 

168 

3,646 

4,480 

.5,941 

.5,809 

16 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

345 

7,113 

8,552 

12,004 

12,020 

20 

In  the  field,  East 

Tennessee. 

12 

290 

316 

363 

370 

12 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

3 

185 

225 

262 

.319 

Do. 

1,183 

24,296 

29,700 

39, 190 

34, 267 

8 

148 

178 

4,213 

4,994 

6,419 

6,47.3 

16 

Greeneville, 

. 

Tenn. 

115 

3,028 

3,675 

4,499 

6, 497 

55 

979 

1,377 

1,660 

2, 167 

1 

49 

1,103 

1,444 

1,749 

3,020 

4 

107 

111 

104 

12 

231 

341 

:399 

397 

2,047 

.39,907 

49,;367 

67,016 

65,053  j 

8 

196 

Abstract  from  returns  of  the  First  Division,  Tiventy-tlmxl  Army  Corps,  Brig. 
Gen.  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  October, 
1863. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

1 

Aggregate  present. 

. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Aggregate  last 
monthly  return. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Headquarters. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

Headquarters 

11 

18 

.19 

19 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Louisville,  Ky 

26 

411 

555 

723 

712 

4 

• 

Eastern  Kentucky 

53 

1,310 

1,595 

1,863 

1,835 

8 

Louisa. 

Northern  Central  Kentucky 

151 

3. 125 

3,942 

5,491 

3,566 

’s' 

30 

Camp  Nelson. 

Somerset,  Ky 

33 

'964 

1,131 

1,320 

489 

2 

Southern  Central  Kentucky 

110 

2,199 

2,758 

3,160 

1,435 

”2’ 

25 

Munfordville. 

Southwestern  Kentucky 

66 

1,643 

1,958 

2,210 

1,771 

1 

19 

Bowling  Green. 

Total 

4.50 

9,&59 

11,957 

14,786 

9,827 

8 

88 
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Troops  in  the  De2)arl7nent  of  the  Ohio,  Mcvj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E. 
Burnside,  U.  S.  Army,  commandi7ig,  October  31,  1863. 

NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 


Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Potter. 


HEADQUARTERS. 

6th  Indiana  Cavalry  (four  companies),  Col.  James  Biddle. 
79th  New  York,  Capt.  William  S.  Montgomery. 

2d  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  Samuel  N.  Benjamin. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Ferrero. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Morrison. 

36th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  William  F. 
Draper. 

' 8th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Ralph  Ely. 
45th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis 
M.  Hills. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Benjamin  C.  Christ. 

29th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Ebenezer  W. 
Peirce. 

27th  Michigan  (eight  companies),  Maj. 
William  B.  Wright. 

46th  New  York,  Capt.  Alphons  Serviere. 
50th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Edward  Over 
ton,  jr.  - 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  Leasure. 


2d,  Michigan,  Col.  William  Humphrey. 

17th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Lorin  L.  Comstock. 

20th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  Huntington  Smith. 

100th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Mathew  M.  Dawson. 

Artillery. 

2d  New  York  Light,  Battery  L,  Capt.  Jacob  Roemer. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  D,  Capt.  William  W.  Buckley. 

SECOND  DIVISION.* 


Col.  Joshua  K.  Sigfried. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  B.  Allard. 

2d  Maryland,  Maj.  John  M.  Santmyer. 
21st  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  George 
P.  Hawkes. 

48th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Daniel  B.  Kauf- 
man. 


Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Schall. 

* 

35th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  . Nathaniel 
Wales. 

11th  New  Hampshire,  Capt.  Leander  W. 
Cogswell. 

51st  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  William  J.  Bol- 
ton. 


*At  Lenoir’s  Station,  except  the  Third  Brigade,  the  artillery,  and  cavalry  of 
Second  Division,  which  are  reported  as  at  Cumberland  Gap. 
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Third  Briyade. 

Col.  Wilson  C.  Lemert. 
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86th  Ohio  (nine  companies),  Maj.  William  Kraus. 

129th  Ohio  (nine  companies),  Col.  Howard  U.  John. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Henry  M.  Neil. 

22d  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  Amos  B.  Alger. 

86th  Ohio  Infantry,  Company  K,  Capt.  James  W.  Owens. 
129th  Ohio  Infantry,  Company  K,  Capt.  Allen  D.  S.  McArthur. 

Cavalry. 

4th  Ohio  Battalion,  Maj.  Joseph  T.  Wheeler. 
TWENTY-THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Mahlon  D.  Manson.* 

HEADQUARTERS. 

McLaughlin’s  (Ohio)  Squadron,  Maj.  Richard  Rice. 
Engineer  Battalion,  Capt.  Oliver  S.  McClure. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle. 
Louisville. 


20th  Kentucky,  Maj.  Thomas  B.  Waller. 

1st  Kentucky  Artillery,  Battery  C,  Capt.  John  W.  Neville. 


District  of  Eastern  Kentucky. \ 

Col.  George  W.  Gallup.  . 

14th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Orlando  Brown,  jr. 
39th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  David  A.  Mims. 

District  of  Northern  Central  Kentucky. X 

Brig.  Gen.  Speed  S.  Fry. 


6th  Indiana  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Capt. 
Elijah  W.  Peck. 

1st  Kentucky  Artillery,  Battery  E, 
Lieut.  John  J.  Hawes.  ’ 

14th  Kentucky  Cavalry  (eight  com- 
, panics).  Col.  Henry  C.  Lilly. 

40th  Kentucky,  Col.  Clinton  J.  True.' 
47th  Kentucky  (nine  companies),  Lieut. 
Col.  Andrew  H.  Clark. 

6th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry 
H.  Pearson. 


9th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  Herbert  B. 
Titus. 

51st  New  York,  Col.  Charles  W.  Le 
Gendre. 

1st  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery  (two  com- 
panies), Capt.  Amos  B.  Cole. 

2d  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  L, 
Capt.  Lemon  S.  Powell. 

5th  Ohio  Cavalry  Battalion,  Maj.  John 
F.  Ijams. 

7th  Rhode  Island,  Maj.  Thomas^  F. 
Tobey. 


* Since  September  24,  in  temporary  absence  of  Major-General  Hartsuff. 
t Troops  at  Louisa. 

X Troops  at  Camp  Nelson,  Flemingsburg,  Frankfort,  Lexington,  Mount  Sterling, 
and  Paris. 
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Somerset. 


Brig.  Gen.  Theophilus  T.  Garrard. 


Oth  Indiana  Cavaliy  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Courtland  C.  Matson." 
49th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Eve. 


District  of  Southern  Central  Kentucky.^' 


Brig.  Gen.  Edward  H.  Hobson. 


68d  Indiana  (six  companies).  Col.  James 
McManomy. 

88d  Kentucky  (four  companies),  Lieut. 

Col.  James  F.  Lauck. 

34th  Kentucky,  Company  G,  Capt.  Chris- ' 
topher  C.  Hare. 

3oth  Kentucky,  Company  B,  Capt. 

Hendrick  D.  Baker. 

37th  Kentucky  (seven  companies),  Lieut. 
Col.  Benjamin  J.  Spaulding. 


6th  Michigan  Battery,  Capt.  Luther  F. 
Hale. 

2d  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery  (seven  com- 
panies), Col.  Horatio  G.  Gibson. 
50th  Ohio  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col. 
George  R.  Elstner. 

1st  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery,  Com- 
pany B,  Capt.  Walter  S.  Babcock. 


District  of  Southicestern  Kentucky. \ 
Col.  Cicero  Maxwell. 


91st  Indiana,  Companj’^  C,  Capt.  Zimry  | 35th  Kentucky  (six  companies),  Col.  Ed- 
V.  Garten.  i mund  A.  Starling. 

91st  Indiana,  Company  G,  Capt.  William  I 2d  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  Companies  B, 
P.  Hargrave.  | C,  F,  and  G,  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  B. 

3d  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Maj.  George  F.  : Ewing. 

White.  22d  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Benjamin  F. 

26th  Kentucky  (seven  companies),  Maj.  Denning. 

Ignatius  E.  Mattingly. 


SECOND  DIVISION,  j: 

Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  R.  Mott. 

SOtli  Indiana,  Col.  James  L.  Culbertson. 
16th  Kentucky,  Col.  James  W.  Gault. 
25th  Michigan,  Capt.  Samuel  L.  Demur- 
est. 

118th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  L.  Young. 
Elgin  (Illinois)  Battery,  Capt.  Andrew  M, 
Wood. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Marshal  W.  Chapin. 

107th  Illinois,  Col.  Joseph  J.  Kelly. 

13th  Kentucky,  Col.  William  E.  Hob- 
son. 

23d  Michigan,  Maj.  William  W. 
Wheeler. 

111th  Ohio,  Maj.  Isaac  R.  Sherwood. 
Illinois  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  C.  Hen- 
shaw. 


Cavalry. 

11th  Kentucky  (mounted)  Infantry,  Companies  F and  G,  Capt.  David  Poole. 


* Troops  at  Cave  City,  Glasgow,  Muldraugh’s  Hill,  Munfordville,  New  Haven, 
:ind  Nolin. 

f Troops  at  Bowling  Green.  Elk  Fork  Bridge,  Henderson,  Hopkinsville,  Russell- 
ville, and  Smithland. 

X Near  Loudon,  Tenn. 
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THIRD  DIVISION.* * * § 


Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hascall. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  James  W.  Reilly. 


13th  Kentucky,  Col.  William  A.  Hoskins. 

44th  Ohio,  Maj.  Alpheus  S.  Moore. 

100th  Ohio,  Col.  Patrick  S.  Slevin. 

104th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Oscar  W.  Sterl. 

1st  Ohio  Artillery,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  William  H.  Pease. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Daniel  Cameron. 


65th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Stewart. 

34th  Kentucky,  Col.  John  S.  Hurt. 

108d  Ohio,  Col.  John  S.  Cagement. 

8th  Tennessee,  Col.  Felix  A.  Reeve. 

Wilder  Indiana*  Battery,  Capt.  Hubbard  T.  Thomas. 


FOURTH  (CAVALRY)  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Shackelford.! 


First  Brigade.X 

Col.  Charles  D.  Pennebaker. 

11th  Kentucky  Infantry ,§  Col.  S.  Palace 
Love. 

37th  Kentucky  Infantry,§  Lieut.  Col. 
John  H.  Ward. 


Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Emery  S.  Bond. 

1 13th  Illinois  Infantry,§  Maj.  Tristram 
T.  Dow. 

8th  Michigan  Cavalry,  Maj.  Henry  C. 
Edgerly. 

45th  Ohio  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  George 
E.  Ross. 

1st  Tennessee  Infantry,^  Maj.  John 
Ellis. 

15th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  John  C.  H. 
von  Sehlen. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  James  P.  T.  Carter. 

9th  Michigan  Cavalry,  Col.  James  1. 
David. 

3d  Ohio  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  George  A. 
Purington. 

7th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Col.  Israel  Garrard. 
3d  Tennessee  Infantry,§  Lieut.  Col. 
James  M.  Melton. 

3d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Batteiy  M, 
Capt.  John  C.’  Phillips. 

1st  Tennessee  Battery,  Capt.  James  A. 
Childress. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  John  W.  Foster. 

14th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Col.  Horace  Ca- 
pron. 

5th  Indiana  Cavalry,  Col.  Felix  W.  Gra- 
ham. 

65th  Indiana  Infantry ,§  Maj.  Thomas  G. 
Brown. 

9th  Ohio  Cavalry  (four  companies),  Ma.j. 

William  D.  Hamilton. 

8th  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Maj.  John  M. 
Sawyers. ' 

Illinois  Light  Battery,  Capt.  JohnH.  Col- 
vin. 


* At  and  about  Knoxville. 

t Since  September  10,  vice  Carter,  appointed  provost-marshal  of  East  Tennessee. 

i Detached  from  division, 

§ Mounted. 


816 


KY.,  8W.  VA.,  TENN.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chap.  XLIII. 


RESERVE  ARTILLERY. 

Capt.  Andrew  J.  Konkle. 

Indiana  Light,  24th  Battery,  Lieut.  Henry  W.  Shafer. 
Ohio  Light,  lOth  Battery,  Capt.  Joseph  C.  Shields. 

LEFT  WING  FORCES  IN  EAST  TENNESSEE.* 


Brig.  Gen.  Orlando  B.  Willcox. 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  John  R.  Mahan. 

115th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  J.  Hawn. 

116th  Indiana,  Col.  William  C.  Kise. 

117th  Indiana,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Brady. 

1 18th  Indiana,  Col.  George  W.  Jackson. 

Second  Brigade.^ 

Col.  William  A.  Hoskins. 

12th  Kentucky,  Maj.  Joseph  M.  Owens. 

103d  Ohio,  Col.  John  S.  Casement. 

8th  Tennessee,  Col.  Felix  A.  Reeve. 

Not  Brigaded. 

3d  Indiana  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Capt.  Oliver  M.  Powers. 
3d  Indiana  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt.  Charles  U.  Patton. 
23d  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  James  H.  Myers. 

12th  Michigan  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  G.  Hillier. 

21st  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  James  W.  Patterson. 


DISTRICT  OF  OHIO. 
Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  D.  Cox. 


Mason's  Command. X 

Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Mason. 

74th  Ohio  (detachment),  Lieut.  William 
J.  Holmes. 

18th  United  States  (detachment),  Capt. 

Nathaniel  C.  Kinney. 

U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (eleven 
companies).  Col.  Andrew  J.  Johnson. 
Exchanged  Prisoners,  Capt.  Waldo  T. 
Davis. 

Provost  Guard,  Maj.  John  W.  Skiles. 


Camp  Dennison. 

Brig.  Gen.  Mason  Brayman. 

hth  Ohio  Cavalry  (three  companies), 
Capt.  Henry  Plessner. 

24th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  John  L.  Hill. 

Cincinnati. 

Lieut.  Col.  Seth  Eastman. 

88th  Ohio  (eight  companies),  Col.  George 
W.  Neff. 

Ohio  Sharpshooters,  8th  Company,  Capt. 
Charles  A.  Barton. 


Covington,  Ky. 

1st  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery  (six  companies).  Col.  Chauncey  G.  Hawley. 


* Near  Greeneville,  Tenn. 

f Regiments  also  borne  on  return  of  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 
See  p.  815. 

X Headquarters  at  Columbus.  Troops  at  Camp  Chase,  Camp  Thomas,  and  Colum- 
bus. 
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DISTRICT  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Brig,  Gen.  Jacob  Ammen. 

J9th  Illinois  (detachment),  Capt.  Oscar  F.  Rudd. 

113th  Illinois  (five  companies),  Capt.  George  W.  Lyman. 

16th  Illinois  Cavalry  (seven  companies),  Col.  Christian  Thielemann.* 
1st  Michigan  Sharpshooters,  Maj.  John  Piper. 

U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Carlisle  Boyd. 
9th  Vermont,  Company  G,  Lieut.  William  C.  Holman. 

DISTRICT  OF  INDIANA  AND  MICHIGAN. 

Col.  John  S.  Simonson. 

63d  Indiana  (four  companies),  Maj.  Henry  Tindall. 

7th  Indiana  Cavalry,  Col.  John  P,  C.  Shanks. 

5th  U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Company  G,  Lieut.  Samuel  Dickson. 


Abstract  from  r'eturus  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  Maj.  Gen.  William 
T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  October  31,  1863. 


Command. 


General  headquarters  . . . 

Fifteeenth  Army  Corps ; 

Headquarters 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Third  Division 


Fourth  Division. 


Total  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 


Sixteenth  Army  Corps : 

Headquarters 

Engineer  troops 

Left  Wing 

^ District  of  Columbus  . 
' District  of  Memphis  . . 

Cavalry  Division 

Troops  in  Arkansas  a. 


Total  Sixteenth  Ai'my 
Corps. 

Seventeenth  Ai'my  Corps ; 

Headquarters 

First  Division 

Second  Division 

Third  Division 

Fourth  Division 


Total  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps. 

United  States  Coloi'ed  Ti'oops. 
Grand  total  b 


Present  for 
duty. 


12 


6 

291 

259 

323 

310 


17 


486 

154 

280 

257 


1,194 


14 

258 


304 

225 


1,063 


.3,747 


3,353 

3,817 


5,211 


17,844 


9, 121 
3,142 
6,596 
4,934 


23,793 


4,000 

3,780 

4,697 

4,377 


16,884 


5,686 


64,207 


12 


6 

4,901 

4,891 

7,233 

6,411 


23,442 


17 

437 

11,589 

4,302 

8,310 

6,496 


31,151 


96 

.5,347 

4,817 

6,229 

5,548 


22,037 


r,5i7 


84, 159 


35 

a 

ic'w 
1)  Q 
s-  cS 

be 


12 


7,387 

10,227 

8,280 


33,762 


18 
477 
13,  .506 
5, 016 
9,792 
7,525 
13,8.54 


50, 188 


105 

7,268 

7.416 

9,184 

7,806 


31,279 


r,843 


12;I,0S4 


03  3 

2 

be 

be 


8,166 

7,565 

10,353 

8,391 


:34,482 


14 
485 
14,784 
6,2.58 
10, 121 
7,776 
21,304 


60,742 


7,994 
7,488 
9, 101 
7,255 


32,374 


135, 441 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


88 


Headquarters. 


Florence,  Ala. 


Chickasaw,  Ala. 
Do. 

Hebron  Planta- 
tion, Miss. 
Florence,  Ala. 


I Memphis,  Ten  u. 

1 Pocahontas,  Tenn. 

36  Corinth,  Miss. 


105 


68 


235 


Columbus,  Ky. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Do. 


Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Do. 

Chickasaw,  Ala. 
Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Natchez.  Miss. 


Goodrich’s  Land- 
ing, La. 


a But  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXIT,  Part  II,  p.  687. 


b The  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade  not  accounted  for. 


*At  Camp  Nelson,  Ky. 
52  R R— VOL  XXXI,  PT  T 
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Organizaiiwi  of  troops  in  the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see^ Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding, 
October  31,  1863. 

FIFTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 


Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

ESCORT. 

16th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Companies  A and  B,  Lieut.  Solomon  W.  Kelly. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Osterhaus. 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  R.  AVoods. 

13th  Illinois,  Col.  Adam  B.  Gorgas. 

3d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Meu- 
mann. 

12th  Missouri,  Col.  Hugo  Wangelin. 

17th  Missouri,  Col  John  F.  Cramer. 

27th  Missouri,  Col.  Thomas  Curly. 

29th  Missouri,  Col.  James  Peckham. 

31st  Missouri,  Col.  Thomas  C.  Fletcher. 

32d  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C.  War- 
moth. 

76th  Ohio,  Maj.  Willard  Warner. 

xVrtillery. 

Capt.  Henry  H.  Griffiths. 

Iowa  Light,  1st  Battery,  Lieut.  James  M.  Williams. 

1st  Missouri  Horse  Artillery,  Capt.  Clemens  Landgraeber. 
Ohio  Light,  4th  Battery,  Capt.  George  Froehlich. 


Second  Brigade. 

: Col.  James  A.  Williamson. 

I 4th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  George  Burton. 

I 9th  Iowa,  Col.  David  Carskaddon. 
i 25th  Iowa,  Col.  George  A.  Stone. 

26th  Iowa,  Col.  Milo  Smith, 

30th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Aurelius  Roberts. 
31st  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  W. 
Jenkins. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Morgan  L.  Smith. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith. 

55th  Illinois,  Col.  Oscar  Malmlx)rg. 

1 16th  Illinois,  Col.  Nathan  W.  Tupper. 
127th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  S.  Cur- 
tiss. 

6th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Ira  Boutell. 
8th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  David  C.  Cole- 
man. 

57th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  R.  Mott. 
13th  United  States,  1st  Battalion,  Capt. 
Charles  C.  Smith. 


I Second  Brigade. 

I Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  J.  Lightburn. 

83d  Indiana,  Col.  Benjamin  J.  Spooner. 
30th  Ohio,  Col.  Theodore  Jones. 

37th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Louis  von  Bless- 
ingh. 

47th  Ohio,  Col.  Augustus  C.  Parry. 

54th  Ohio,  Maj.  Robert  Williams,  jr. 

4th  West  Virginia,  Col.  James  H.  Day- 
ton. 


Artillery. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  A,  Capt.'' Peter  P.  AVood. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Israel  P.  Rumsey. 
^ 1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  Francis  De  Gress. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  M.  Tuttle. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  L.  McMillen. 

114th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  King. 
93d  Indiana,  Col.  De  Witt  C.  Thomas. 
72d  Ohio,  Capt.  Le  Roy  Moore. 

95th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Jefferson  Brum- 
back. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower. 

47th  Illinois,  Col.  John  D.  McClure. 

5th  Mmnesota,  Col.  Lucius  F.  Hubbard. 
11th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  William  L. 
Barnura. 

8th  Wisconsin.  Maj.  William  B.  Brit- 
ton. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.  James  \j.  (tKdoes. 

8th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Williaiu  B.  Bell. 
12tli  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Stibbs. 
35th  Iowa,  Col.  Sylvester  G.  Hill. 


Cavalry  Brigade. 

Col.  Edward  F.  Winsj.ow. 

4th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  ]\Iartin  K.  M.  Wallace. 

5th  Illinois,  Maj.  Abel  H.  Seley. 
nth  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Lucien  11.  Kerr. 

4th  Iowa,  Maj.  Cornelius  F.  Speai-man. 

10th  Missouri,  Maj.  William  H.  Lusk. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  Nelson  T.  Spoor. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  A.  Fitch. 
Indiana  Light,  Oth  Battery,  Capt.  Michael  Mueller. 
Iowa  Light,  2d  Battery,  Lieut.  Joseph  R.  Reed. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 

• Brig.  Gen.  Hugh  Ewing. 

Firat  Brigade. 

Col.  John  M.  Loomis. 

26th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  A.  Gillmore. 

90th  Illinois.  Col.  Timothy  O’Meara. 

12th  Indiana,  Col.  Reuben  Williams. 

100th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  Heath. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse. 

40th  Illinois,  Maj.  Hiram  W.  Hall. 

103d  Illinois,  Col.  Willard  A.  Dickerman. 

6th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  J.  Miller. 

15th  Michigan,  Col-  John  M.  Oliver. 

46th  Ohio,  Col.  Charles  C.  Walcutt. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Joseph  R.  Cockerill. 

48th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Lucien  Greathouse. 

97th  Indiana,  Col.  Robert  F.  Catterson. 

99th  Indiana,  Maj.  John  M.  Berkey. 

53d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  A.  Fulton. 

70th  Ohio,  Maj.  William  B.  Brown. 

Artillery. 

C.'apt.  Henry  Richardson. 

1st  Illinois  Light,  Battery  F,  Capt.  John  T.  Cheney. 

1st  Illinois  Light.  Battery  I,  Capt.  Albert  Cudney. 

1st  Missouri  IJght.  Battery  D.  Lieut.  Byron  M.  (\allende]-. 
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SIXTEENTH  ARMY"  CORPS. 


Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut. 

ENGINEER  REGIMENT. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Flad. 

DISTRICT  OF  MEMPHIS— FIFTH  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  C.  Veatch. 


• Firat  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  D.  Murray. 

117th  Illinois,  Col.  Risdon  M.  Moore. 

89th  Indiana,  Maj.  Samuel  Henry. 

Fuller's  Brigade. 

Col.  John  W.  Fuller. 

27th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Zeph.  S.  Spaulding. 
89th  Ohio,  Col.  Edward  F.  Noyes. 

48d  Ohio^  Col.  Wager  Swayne. 

Cod  Ohio,  Col.  John  W.  Sprague, 
od  Michigan  Battery,  Capt.  George 
Robinson. 

2d  United  States,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Al- 
bert M.  Murray. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  William  H.  Morgan. 

25th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Rhein- 
lander. 

82d  Wisconsin,  Col.  James  H.  Howe. 

2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D, 
Capt.  Charles  S.  Cooper. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Col.  David  Moore. 

119th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  E.  Tay- 
lor. 

21st  Missouri,  Lieut.  Col.  Humi)hrey 
M.  Woodyard. 

7th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Cajit.  Henry  S. 
Lee. 


Fort  Pickering. 

Col.  IGNATZ  G.  KaPPNER. 

1st  Tennessee  Heavy  Artillery  (A.  D.),  Maj.  Emil  Smith. 

U.  S.  Colored  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Capt.  Carl  A.  Lamberg. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBUS— SIXTH  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  J.  Smith. 


First  Brigade  {near  Union  City,  Tenu.). 

Col.  George  E.  Waring,  Jr. 

82d  Iowa,  Company  C,  Capt.  Hubert  F. 
Peebles. 

24th  Missouri,  Col.  James  K.  Mills. 

2d  Illinois  Cavalry,  1st  Battalion,  Maj. 
Thomas  J.  Larison. 

4th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Maj.  Gustav 
Heinrichs. 

7th  Tennessee  Cavalry  (detachment  of), 
Capt.  Jacob  H.  Hays. 

9th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  George  R. 
Brown. 

2d  Tennessee  Heavy  Artillery  (A.  D.) 
(eight  companies),  Lieut.  Abra- 
liam  T.  Dearborn. 

Isiland  No.  10,  Tenn. 

82d  Iowa  (detachment  of),  Capt.  Rnfus 
S.  Benson. 


j Columbus,  Ky. 

j Col.  John  Scott. 

! 14th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Josepli  H.  New- 
j bold. 

82d  Iowa  (six  companies),  Capt.  Jona- 
than Hutchison. 

4th  Missouri  Cavalry  (nine  companies), 
Maj.  Edward  Langen. 

16th  United  States.  Company  A,  2d  Bat- 
talion. Capt.  Solomon  S.  Robin- 
son. 

Tennessee  Heavy  Artillery  (A.  D.)  (eiglit 
companies).  Col.  Charles  H. 
Adams. 

Cairo,  111. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hugh  T.  Reid. 

58tJi  Illinois  (seven  companies),  Lieut. 
Col.  Isaac  Rutishauser. 

1st  Kansas  Battery  (one  section),  Lieut. 
Jolm  B.  (^ook. 
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Fiyrt  PiUoii\  Tenv. 
Col.  Edward  H.  Wolfk. 


52(1  Indiana,  Lieut. Col.  Zalmon  S.  Main. 

2d  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Lieut.  Curtin  Dement. 

Paducah,  Ky. 

Col.  Stephen  G.  Hicks. 

58th  Illinois  Infantry,  Companies  A,  B,  and  C,  Capt.  George  W.  Kittell. 
111th  Illinois,  Col.  James  S.  Martin. 

15t}i  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Company  C,  Capt.  Jonatlian  B(*lt. 

LEFT  WING. 


Brig.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge. 


First  Brigade.^' 

Col.  Elliott  W.  Rice. 

52d  Illinois,  Col.  John  S.  Wilcox. 
l()8th  Illinois,  Col.  Charles  Turner, 
neth  Indiana,  Col.  De  Witt  C.  Anthony. 
2d  Iowa,  Col.  James  B.  Weaver. 

7th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Parrott. 
2d  Tennessee  (A.  D.),  Col.  Frank  A. 
Kendrick. 


Second  Brigade.] 

Col.  August  Mersy. 

9th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Jesse  J.  Phillips. 
12th  Illinois,  Maj.  James  R.Hugunin. 
122d  Illinois,  Col.  John  I.  Rinaker. 

81st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Adams. 


Third  Brigade.] 


Col.  Moses  M.  Bane. 

7th  Illinois,  Col.  Richard  Rowett. 

50th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  W.  Gaines. 
57th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  J.  Hurl  but. 
113th  Illinois,  Capt.  Bliss  Sutherland. 

120th  Illinois,  Capt.  Parker  B.  Pillow. 

39th  Iowa,  Col.  Henry  J.  B.  Cummings. 

18th  Missouri,  Col.  Madison  Miller. 

Heavy  Artillery. % 


Maj.  George  H.  Stone. 

1st  Alabama,  Company  A (A.  D.),  Capt.  Henry  Simmons. 

1st  Alabama,  Company  B (A.  D.),  Capt.  Frank  M.  Ewing. 

1st  Illinois,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  Gustave  Dachsel. 

2d  Illinois  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Fletcher  H.  Chapman. 

12th  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  G.  Capt.  James  N.  McArthur. 

Light  Artillery. \\  | Unatt ached. 

Capt.  Frederick  Welker.  I 1st  Alabama  (A.  D.).  Col.  James  M. 

I Alexander. 

1st  Michigan,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Albert  | 64th  Illinois,  Maj.  Samuel  T.  Thomson. 

F.  R.  Arndt.  ! 66th  Illinois,  (.'ol.  Patrick  E.  Burke. 

1st  Missouri,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  John  H.  | 1st  Tennessee  (A.  D.),  Lieut.  Col.  Robert 
Conant.  ! E.  Phillips. 

1st  Missouri,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Benjamin 
Tannrath. 

14th  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  Hamilton  H. 

Burrows. 


At  luka  ; the  108th  Illinois  ordered  to  Pocahontas,  where  it  arrived  October  29, 
and  the  2d  Tennessee  (detached)  at  Moscow, 
t At  Pocahontas,  Pulaski,  and  Saulsbury. 
i At  Burnsville,  Chewalla,  Corinth,  luka,  and  La  Grange. 

^ At  Corinth. 

I Corinth  and  luka. 

*^At  Camp  Davies,  Corinth,  and  Glendale. 
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CAVALRY  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  H.  Grierson. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  John  K.  Mizner. 

1st  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  Ozro  J.  Dodds. 
7th  Kansas,  Col.  Thomas  P.  Herrick. 

3d  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Gilbert  Moyers. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  La  Fayette  McCrillis. 

8d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Rug- 
gles.s 

9th  Illinois,  Maj.  Ira  R.  Gifford. 

6th  Tennessee,  Col.  Fielding  Hurst. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Edward  Hatch. 


6th  Illinois,  Maj.  Charles  W.  Whitsit. 

7th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Trafton. 

2d  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Hepburn. 

1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  K,  Capt.  Jason  B.  Smith. 

Detached. 


15th  Illinois  (seven  companies).  Col.  George  A.  Bacon. 
15th  Kentucky  (six  companies),  Maj.  Wiley  Waller. 

7th  Tennessee  (nine  companies).  Col.  Isaac  R.  Hawkins. 


SEVENTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  James  B.  McPherson. 

ESCORT. 

4th  Independent  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  Capt.  John  S.  Foster. 


FIRST  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Elias  S.  Dennis. 
Escort. 


2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Maj.  Harry  E.  Eastman. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Frederick  A.  Starring. 

72d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Stock- 
ton. 

58th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezra  P.  Jackson. 
16th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Thomas  Reynolds. 
1st  Kansas  Mounted  Infantry,  Maj. 
James  Ketner. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  W.  Humphrey. 

11th  Illinois,  Col.  James  H.  Coates. 

95th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Leander  Blan- 
den. 

14th  Wisconsin,  Capt.  Calvin R.  Johnson. 
17th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Mc- 
Mahon. 


Third  Brigade 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Chambers. 

11th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Abercrombie. 
13th  Iowa,  Col.  John  Shane. 

15th  Iowa,  Col.  Wilham  W.  Belknap. 

16th  Iowa,  Maj.  William  Pni-cell. 
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Artillery. 

Maj.  Thomas  D.  Maurice. 

Minnesota  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt.  William  Z.  Clayton. 

1st  Missouri  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Charles  Mann. 

1st  Missouri  Light,  Battery  M,  Lieut.  John  H.  Tiemeyer. 

Ohio  Light,  8th  Battery,  Capt.  James  F.  Putnam. 

Ohio  Light,  10th  Battery,  Capt.  Hamilton  B.  White. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith. 
Escort. 


4th  Missouri  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Lieut.  Alexander  Mueller. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Jesse  I.  Alexander. 

68d  Illinois,  Col.  Joseph  B.  McCown. 
18th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  J. 
Wood. 

59th  Indiana,  Capt.  WilfordH.  Welman. 
4th  Minnesota,  Lieut.  Col.  John  E. 
Tourtellotte. 

18th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Gabriel  Bouck. 


Second  Brigade, 

Col.  Green  B.  Raum. 

56th  Illinois,  Maj.  Pinckney  J.  Welsli. 
17th  Iowa,  Col.  Clark  R.  Wever. 

10th  Missouri,  Col.  Francis  C.  Deimling. 
24th  Missouri  (Company  E),  Lieut.  Dan- 
iel Driscoll. 

80th  Ohio,  Lieut,  C'ol.  Pren  Metham. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  L.  Matthies. 


93d  Illinois,  Col.  Holden  Putnam. 

5th  Iowa,  Col.  Jabez  Banbury. 

10th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Paris  P.  Henderson. 
26th  Missouri,  Col.  Benjamin  D.  Dean. 


Artillery. 


Capt.  Henry  Dillon. 

C-'ogsweirs  (Illinois)  Battery,  Capt,  William  Cogswell. 
Wisconsin  Light,  6th  Battery,  Lieut,  Samuel  F.  Clark. 
Wisconsin  Light,  12th  Battery,  Capt.  William  Zickerick. 


THIRD  division. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Looan. 


Escort. 

2d  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Capt.  Ernest  J.  Meyers. 


First  Brigade.  | 

I 

Brig.  Gen.  Mortimer  D.  Leggett. 

20th  Illinois,  Maj.  George  W.  Kennard. 
29th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  A.  Callicott. 

31st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  N.  Pear- 
son. 

45th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  P.  Sealy. 
124th  Illinois,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Sloan. 

131st  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  A. 
Peter. 

23d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  P. 
Davis. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Manning  F.  Force. 

30th  Illinois,  Col.  Warren  Shedd. ' 
20th  Ohio,  Capt.  Edward  C.  Downs, 
68th  Ohio,  Capt.  Patrick  H.  Mooney, 
78th  Ohio,  Col.  Greenberry  F.  Wiles. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jasper  A.  Maltby. 

8th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  A.  Sheetz. 

17th  Illinois,  Maj.  Frank  F.  Peats. 

81st  Illinois,  Col.  Franhlin  Campbell. 

7th  Missouri,  Col.  William  S.  Oliver, 

32d  Ohio,  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Potts. 

Artillery. 

Maj.  Charles  J.  Stolbrand. 

iSt  Illinois  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Thobald  D.  Yost. 

2d  Illinois  Light,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  John  W.  Lowell. 

2d  Illinois  Light,  Battery  L,  Capt.  William  H.  Bolton. 
Michigan  Light,  8th  Battery  (H),  Lieut.  Marcus  D.  Elliott. 
Ohio  Light,  3d  Battery,  Lieut.  John  Sullivan. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  Marcellus  M.  Crocker. 

Escort. 

11th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  Stephen  S.  Tripp. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  K.  Smith. 

41st  Illinois,  Maj.  Robert  H.  McFadden. 
53d  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Mc- 
Clanahan. 

3d  Iowa,  Maj.  George  W.  Crosley. 

33d  Wisconsin,  Col.  Jonathan  B.  Moore. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Cyrus  Hall. 

14th  Illinois,  Maj.  John  F.  Nolte. 

15th  Illinois,  Col.  George  C.  Rogers. 

46th  Illinois,  Col.  Benjamin  Dornblaser. 
76th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  C. 
Jones. 


Third  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  Walter  Q.  Gresham. 

28th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  Ritter. 
32d  Illinois,  Col.  John  Logan. 

53d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Jones. 
12th  Wisconsin,  Col.  George  E.  Bryant. 


Artillery. 

Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Rodgers. 

2d  Illinois  Light,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Walter  H.  Powell. 
2d  Illinois  Light,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  Francis  M.  Ross. 
Ohio  Light,  7th  Battery,  Lieut.  Ellis  Conant. 

Ohio  Light,  15th  Battery,  Lieut.  Edwin  F.  Reeve. 

DISTRICT  OF  NORTHEAST  LOUISIANA. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hawkins. 

1st  Arkansas  (A.  D.),  Col.  William  F.  Wood. 

10th  Louisiana  (A.  D.),  Col.  Frederick  M.  Crandal. 
11th  Louisiana  (A.  D.),  Col.  Van  E.  Young. 

3d  Mississippi  (A.  D.),  Col.  Richard  H.  Ballinger. 

MISSISSIPPI  MARINE  BRIGADE.-* 


Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  W.  Ellet. 

1st  Infantry,  Maj.  David  S.  Tallerday. 

1st  Battalion  Cavalry,  Capt.  Oscar  F.  Brown. 

Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Battery  C (Segebarth’s),  Capt.  Daniel  P.  Walling. 
Ram  Fleet,  Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Ellet. 


■"  At  C 'airo. 


APPENDIX. 


TJlSriON  CORRTGSPONDTGNCK,  ETC. 

Nashville,  Tenn., 

October  20,  1803. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

Just  arrived.  I will  leave  here  early  in  the  morning,  and  get 
through  to  Chattanooga  as  soon  as  possible.  I presume  you  saw 
General  Thomas’  dispatch  to  me  on  the  subject  of  rations. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

' Major-General. 


Nashville,  Tenn., 

October  20.  1803. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Cairo,  111. : 

General  Sherman’s  advance  was  at  Eastport  on  the  15th.  The 
sooner  a gun-boat  can  be  got  to  him  the  better.  Boats  must  now  be 
on  the  way  from  Saint  Louis  with  supplies  to  go  up  the  Tennessee 
for  Sherman. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chaftanooga,  October  20,  1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Nashville : 

No  change  to  report.  Five  days’  rations  issued  to  troops  to-day. 
Three  hundred  wagons  between  here  and  Stevenson  with  provisions. 
General  Rosecrans  left  this  morning.  Communicate  with  Burnside 
to-day.  He  is  moving  toward  Kingston.  His  couriers  connect  with 
mine  near  Washington. 

G.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Pioneer  Brigade, 

Chattanooga,  October  20,  1803. 

Brigadier-General  Smith, 

Chief  Engineer,  Department  of  the  Cumberland : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  the  flying  bridge  completed,  and  that 
one  trip  has  been  made  across  the  river  with  it. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  ST.  C.  MORTON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

(825) 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  4th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Clark,  October  20,  1863. 

Major  Fullerton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Dear  Sir  : The  fog  this  morning  has  been  so  dense  that  I have 
delayed  reporting  until  it  cleared.  The  enemy  had  forces  upon  the 
island  yesterday.  If  I had  transportation  for  men  to  [do]  it,  I would 
throw  a force  on  the  island  that  would  hold  it  at  all  hazards.  I 
should  like  to  be  supplied  immediately  either  with  boats  or  boards 
and  tools  to  make  them.  Since  last  report  wagons,  supposed  to 
number  300  or  400,  were  heard  moving  over  the  mountain,  and  yes- 
terday evening  a large  number  of  pack-mules  were  seen  being  driven 
over  Lookout,  in  the  direction  of  Bridgeport. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement,] 

Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  20,  1863 — 2.45  p.  m. 

Just  received. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  Major-General 
Thomas. 

G.  GRANGER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Stevenson,  October  20,  1863—1  p.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds: 

No  tidings  from  Sherman’s  command.  Had  the  Huntsville  rail- 
road examined  yesterday.  Find  that  the  bridges  over  the  Flint 
and  Paint  Rock  Rivers  can  be  repaired  by  a company  of  engineers 
in  about  one  week  and  not  four,  as  I was  previously  advised.  Have 
asked  Colonel  Innes  if  the  engineers  can  be  spared  for  the  purpose, 
not  knowing  but  that  the  road  might  be  of  great  use  in  the  event  of 
Sherman’s  advance  in  that  direction.  I am  informed  that  the  steamer 
at  Bridgeport  cannot  be  completed  before  Sunday  next.  The  trans- 
portation for  the  Twelfth  Corps  commenced  leaving  Nashville  this 
morning.  As  I am  not  permitted  to  make  use  of  the  railroad,  I can- 
not move  any  considerable  portion  of  it  without  wagons,  except  the 
necessity  is  pressing. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
October  20,  1863—8.05  a.  m. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Knoxville : 

The  juxtaposition  of  the  sentence  in  your  dispatch  * relating  to 
Colonel  De  Courcy  and  that  reporting  the  march  of  the  regiments 


*See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  HI,  p.  501. 
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of  infantry  of  52  miles  in  sixty  hours  caused  the  impression  that 
that  officer  was  in  command  of  those  regiments.  Please  return  the 
letter  of  thanks,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  his  instructions  asked  as  to  the  necessary  corrections.  The 
Secretary  of  War  deemed  the  rapid  march  of  the  troops  in  question 
worthy  of  notice. 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  (general. 


Fort  Whitaker,  opposite  Lookout, 

Near  Chattanooga,  October  21,  1863. 

Major  Fullerton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

The  sentinel  on  duty  at  one  of  the  batteries  in  the  fort  reports 
having  seen  a brigade  of  the  enemy  with  wagons  and  ambulances 
passing  up  Lookout,  westward,  this  evening  late.  They  can  pass 
to  a certain  point  and  then  over  and  out  of  range  of  shell  as  far  as 
we  observe.  A great  number  of  mules  with  packs  and  panniers  or 
baskets  also  passed  this  evening.  It  all  took  place  late.  This  is  the 
information  detailed  me  by  my  adjutant  on  my  arrival  from  head- 
quarters. The  sharpshooters  wounded  one  of  Aleshire’s  men  se- 
verely, not  seriously,  from  the  mountain  this  evening.  The  force, 
if  any,  on  the  island  is  reported  very  small  this  evening ; thought  to 
be  foragers.  The  boats  were  so  heavy  that  Captain  Fox  could  not 
get  them  loaded  to-day.  Would  be  very  hazardous  to  attempt  to 
haul  one  of  those  boats  with  the  roads  so  slippery. 

Respectfully, 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Indorsement.]' 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

\ Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  21,  1863 — 8.40  p.  m. 


Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  Major-General 
Thomas. 


G.  GRANGER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  22,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Spears  : 

It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  threaten  to  cross  at  Cotton  Port 
Ferry.  The  general  commanding  desires  to  know  what  information 
you  have  on  this  point  and  how  your  forces  are  disposed.  Give  a 
full  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  22,  1863. 

Col.  William  P.  Innes, 

Nashville : 

General  Hooker  reports  that  the  railroad  to  Jasper  is  ready  for  the 
tracklayers  to  commence  work,  and  that  he  shall  need,  in  addition 
to  track,  materials  for  three  switches  and  one  water-tank.  Push  the 
work  as  much  as  possible. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Thomas: 

C.  GODDARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Sale  Creek,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Sir  : The  enemy  are  reported  crossing  at  Muddy  Creek,  6 miles 
below  Cotton  Port,  and  that  one  regiment  of  infantry  are  already 
across.  The  dispatch  is  from  Lieutenant  Carr  at  W asliington.  The 
general,  with  remainder  of  Fifth  Tennessee  Infantry  and  two  sections 
of  artillery,  has  gone  to  that  point,  and  ordered  Colonel  Cooper  to 
leave  a guard  sufficient  to  picket  at  Blythe’s  Ferry,  and  proceed  to 
re-enforce.  I am  directed  to  remain  here  and  forward  information 
rapidly  to  you  and  other  points  of  ours.  We  need  forces  above  which 
is  contained  in  the  account  of  last  night  and  to-day. 

Yours,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  WELSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corp8, 

Sale  Creek,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  no  news  from  the  general  up  to  this  hour.  As  far  as 
the  report  of  Lieutenant  Carr  is  concerned,  I cannot  think  it  possible 
for  his  statement  to  be  correct  about  the  enemy  crossing  below  Cot- 
ton Port.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Klein  dispatched  this  noon  that  he 
was  at  Spence’s  farm,  2 miles  from  cross-roads  (Smith’s),  and  would 
be  there  until  rations  reached  him.  Since  noon  I have  had  no  news 
from  him  at  all.  He  is  much  nearer  to  Muddy  Creek  than  Lieu- 
tenant Carr,  and  would  certainly  have  reported  any  indications^  of 
the  enemy’s  attempting  to  cross.  One  of  our  clerks,  Mr.  Morgan, 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  locality,  informs  me  that  there  is  no  ford 
at  Muddy  Creek  ; and  without  they  have  used  pontoons  or  boats, 
they'could  not  have  crossed,  as  stated  by  Lieutenant  Carr.  In  either 
of  these  last  events  our  river  patrols  certainly  would  have  had 
information  to  that  effect.  No  such  information  is  received  from 
them,  for  their  reports  are  all  to  the  contrary,  giving  everything  as 
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quiet  from  Cotton  Port  to  Blythe’s  Perry.  I here  give  you  an  exact 
copy  of  the  dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Carr  : 

Washington,  October  32,  1863. 

General  Spears, 

Commanding  Brigade: 

General  : The  rebels  are  crossing  the  river  at  Muddy  Creek,  6 miles  below  Cotton 
Port.  They  are  infantry.  One  regiment  over  now. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

JOHN  CARR, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Courier-Line. 

Seven  men  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Klein’s  command  are  here  in 
camp  (.left  there  by  him  when  he  left  here),  and  I have  started  3 of 
them  to  join  him  at  Spence’s  farm  (where  I still  believe  him  to  be), 
and  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  affair.  The  locality  of  Spence’s 
farm  is  in  near  proximity  to  the  river  where  Muddy  Creek  empties 
in,  and  is  about  10  miles  from  this  place.  All  is  reported  quiet 
along  the  whole  line  from  Cotton  Port  to  Penny’s  Ford  up  to  the 
arrival  of  Lieutenant  Carr’s  dispatch,  which  reached  here  at  7 p.  m. 
I will  send  dispatches  hourly. 

Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  WELSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Ninety-second  Illinois  Vols.,  Wilder’s  Brig., 

Harrison’s  Landing,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863 — 9 p.  m. 
Col.  C.  Goddard, 

A.  A.  G.,  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 

Colonel  : Mrs.  Puckett,  a good  Union  lady  living  opposite  here, 
came  to  the  bank  of  the  river  this  evening  and  reports  that  the 
rebels  say  that  they  have  re-enforcements  from  Charleston  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  are  throwing  them  against  Burnside,  and  that  if  they 
cannot  whip  him,  they  cannot  hold  East  Tennessee,  and  without  it 
they  are  gone  up.”  I can  vouch  that  Mrs.  Puckett  is  a good  Union 
lady,  and  she  obtains  her  information  from  other  Union  ladies  over 
the  river.  She  says  cavalry  and  infantry  passed  up  toward  Cleve- 
land this  afternoon. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  D.  ATKINS, 
Colonel  Ninety -second  Illinois  Volunteers. 


Office  of  Provost-Marshal-General  of  East  Tenn., 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  October  22,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Richmond, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Ohio: 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  command- 
ing general  to  the  lawlessness  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Strawberry 
Plains  and  Mossy  Creek.  Representations  are  made  to  this  office 
that  outrages  are  frequently  committed  by  the  soldiers  of  that 
vicinity  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  unoffending  citizeus  for 
the' alleged  reason  that  they  have  heretofore  manifested  sympathy 
with  the  rebellion.  Tlie  frequent  recuiTence  of  these  outrages  calls 
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for  some  stringent  measures  to  repress  the  growing  evil,  which 
threatens  to  work  serious  injury  to  our  cause. 

On  Thursday,  the  8th  instant,  4 soldiers,  professing  to  he  from 
Strawberry  Plains,  and  one,  calling  himself  Jeff.  Bull,  and  under- 
stood to  belong  to  the  Eighth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, visited  the  house  of  John  Nance,  a citizen  of  Grainger  County, 
Tenn.,  on  the  pretense  of  searching  for  arms.  They  told  Mr.  Nance 
that  they  understood  he  had  money,  and  demanded  $10  apiece,  which 
being  refused  them,  they  procured  an  ax  and  split  open  his  bureau, 
but  were  disappointed  in  not  finding  any  money.  They  then  de- 
manded Mr.  Nance’s  only  horse,  which  he  refused  to  surrender, 
whereupon  they  threatened  to  hang  him,  but  were  finally  dissuaded, 
and  went  away.  On  the  16th  instant  an  armed  force  of  7 men  again 
visited  his  house  during  his  absence,  abused  his  wife,  demanded  to 
know  where  her  husband’s  money  was,  and  threatened  to  burn  the 
house  over  her  head.  They  then  helped  themselves  to  wearing  ap- 
parel and  other  articles  and  went  away.  Mr.  Nance  states  that 
such  things  are  common  in  his  neighborhood,  and  cites  numerous 
examples. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

S.  P.  CARTER, 

Brigadier- Genercd,  and  Provost-Marshal,  East  Tennessee. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Anderson's  Cross-Roads,  Tenn.,  October  23,  1863. 
Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Departme7it  of  the  Ctimheiiand: 

General  : Excessive  rains  during  the  day  have  rendered  the  pas- 
sage of  the  mountain  at  this  place  exceedingly  difficult  and  tedious, 
and  the  number  of  wagons  are  in  consequence  accumulating.  All 
the  assistance  possible  is  being  rendered  by  the  force  here  under  my 
command.  It  will  take  several  days’  good  weather  to  put  the  road 
in  anything  like  passable  condition. 

I forwarded  by  courier  this  morning  copy  of  report  from  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Cahill,  commanding  Sixteenth  Illinois,  at  Bob  White’s, 
stating  that  the  road  had  been  cut  out  to  Burnett’s.  I haA^e  issued 
no  order  as  to  the  movement  of  trains,  for  fear  of  confusion,  expect- 
ing that  general  orders  for  their  movement  are  issued  from  depart- 
ment headquarters.  The  Sequatchie  Avas  fordable  at  4 p.  m.,  but 
rising  rapidly. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  Gene^M. 


Hdqrs.  Eighteenth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Williains'  Island,  October  23,  1863. 

Maj.  William  McMichael, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  the  Cumberkmd: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  considerable  firing  by  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  enemy  on  yesterday.  Their  firing  was  principally 
directed  to  the  small  extent  of  exposed  road  from  the  ]^oint  Avhere 
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the  new  road  begins  to  ascend  the  hill,  and  the  courier  post  at  Will- 
iams’ house,  and  was  well  directed  ; they  reach  the  road  with  their 
bullets  easily.  If  the  firing  to-day  is  as  heavy  as  yesterday  I shall 
be  forced  to  again  move  camp.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  in  small 
squads  along  the  entire  length  of  the  river  to  Big  Suck  Creek, 
though  they  manifest  no  disposition  to  cross  the  river. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  MILWARD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Anderson  Cavalry,  Roberson’s  Plantation, 

Sequatchie  Valley,  October  23,  18G3. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. , Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland : 

Colonel  : Having  returned  last  evening  from  a scout  with  a small 
detachment  of  my  regiment  through  the  upjjer  part  of  the  Se- 
quatchie Valley  and  the  coves  in  the  mountains  dividing  this  valley 
from  the  Tennessee  Valley  at  Post  Oak  Springs,  near  Kingston,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  report  that  I consider  it  practicable  to  obtain,  with 
proper  energy,  a sufficient  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  in  that  belt  of 
the  country  to  feed  the  army  at  Chattanooga  for  several  weeks.  And  I 
would  suggest  that  in  case  the  wants  of  the  army  render  it  necessary, 
a small  mounted  force  be  sent  there,  with  directions  to  seize  and 
receipt  for  all  sheep  and  cattle  fit  for  meat,  excepting  yoke  cattle  and 
milcn  cows.  If  necessary  I can  furnish  from  my  regiment  the 
mounted  force  necessary  to  do  this.  I also  think  that  a considerable 
amount  of  wheat  might  be  seized  in  the  same  region  and  ground  at 
the  numerous  mills  in  this  valley  into  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army; 
and  if  the  corn  is  more  necessary  for  subsistence  than  forage,  it  might 
be  made  into  meal.  Country  ox-teams  could  be  used  to  haul  the 
wheat  to  mill. 

Lieutenant  Window,  of  the  Seventy-third  Illinois  Regiment,  Sher- 
idan’s division,  has  in  four  days  collected  in  this  valley  in  a few 
miles  above  and  below  Pikeville  (a  country  which  had  already  been 
foraged  over)  350  head  of  cattle  and  over  100  head  of  sheep,  with  a 
force  of  but  15  men.  He  has  exhibited  so  much  energy,  and  has 
been  so  successful,  that  in  case  the  scarcity  of  meat  still  exists  at 
Chattanooga,  he  should  be  detailed  to  obtain  fresh  beef  for  the  army 
from  this  country.  If  the  several  division  commanders  send  out 
their  detachments  for  this  purpose,  the  distribution  will  not  be  as 
equal  throughout  the  army  as  it  should  be.  I have  ventured  to 
make  these  suggestions,  without  being  aware  that  such  an  urgency 
exists  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  adopt  them,  resulting,  as  such 
adoption  would,  in  nearly  stripping  this  country  of  the  means  of 
subsistence  for  the  citizens. 

I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


October  23,  1863. 

Major-General  Burnside, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Knoxville: 

Your  telegram  of  22d  received.  Have  telegraphed  to  know  if 
j)OTitoon  train  now  on  liand,  and  oi'dered  before  the  battle  of  Chick- 
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amauga  by  General  Rosecrans,  is  needed.  If  not  I shall  send  it  to 
the  point  you  have  indicated.  I have  been  told  there  are  some  rough 
pontoons  near  Mcholasville  and  at  Stanford.  If  so,  these  are  avail- 
able for  your  purpose  and  will  be  forwarded.  Am  pushing  on  the 
railroad  all  I can.  The  great  difficulty  is  in  providing  the  necessary 
labor.  I have  already  written  you  several  letters  by  mail  on  this 
subject.  If  the  citizens  of  Kentucky  do  not  object,  could  not  con- 
traband laborers  be  ordered  to  the  road  by  the  Government  ? Gen- 
eral Fry  has  already  necessarily  crippled  railroad  operations  by  tak- 
ing off  a large  number  for  common  road  purposes,  ordered  by  you. 
To-night  I hope  to  go  to  Louisville  to  see  General  Boyle  as  you 
direct.  Has  the  Government  yet  authorized  the  purchase  of  railroad 
iron  ? 

J.  H.  SIMPSON, 

Major  and  Chief  Engineer, 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  October  24,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  commanding  general 
of  this  army  made  to  me  this  a.  m.,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  information  and  suggestions: 

First.  The  dirt  road  from  Shellmound  via  Whiteside’s  to  Look- 
out Mountain  Valley  is  a single  t^ack,  just  wide  enough  for  one 
wagon.  It  is  a bad  road  in  good  weather,  but  practicable.  In  in- 
clement weather  it  will,  of  course,  become  much  worse,  but  I am 
not  prepared  to  say  it  will  become  entirely  impracticable,  though  I 
incline  to  that  opinion. 

Second.  I think  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a force  at  Wauhatchie, 
to  guard  the  river  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  striking  it  by  the 
roads  which  lead  down  Lookout  Mountain  Valley  to  the  ferries 
below.  These  roads  are  practicable  for  the  movement  of  troops  of 
all  arms.  A brigade  taking  advantage  of  the  strong  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  Wauhatchie  and  intrenching  itself  at  once,  would  prob- 
ably answer  this  purpose,  if  there  were  troops  in  supporting  distance. 

Third.  There  is  strong  ground  for  defensive  purposes  at  Parrish’s 
(it  is  where  the  dirt  road  from  Shellmound  via  Whiteside’s  falls  into 
Lookout  Mountain  V alley) , where  a strong  division  ought  to  be  posted. 
It  should  intrench  itself.  This  position  is  miles  from  Wau- 
hatchie. A sufficient  force  holding  it  would  in  a great  measure  com- 
mand Lookout  Mountain  Valley,  and  check  any  force  coming  from 
the  direction  of  Trenton.  It  should  post  itself  with  its  rear  toward 
Whiteside’s  and  secure  its  flanks  against  the  spurs  of  the  mountains 
in  rear  of  it — spurs  of  Raccoon  Mountain. 

Fourth.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have  a force  at  Whiteside’s,  to 
prevent  a movement  of  the  enemy  down  Murphy’s  Valley  to  get  in 
rear  of  the  force  at  Parrish’s.  A brigade,  well  intrenched,  ought  to 
answer  this  purpose. 

Fifth.  Of  course  it  would  be  necessary  to  guard  Shellmound 
securely  against  an  attack  from  the  direction  of  Trenton. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Sale  Creek,  Tenn.,  October  24,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  render  the  following  report,  with  all  the 
information  learned  since  making  report  of  yesterday  ; 

From  dispatches  received  from  all  of  the  points  at  which  we  have 
guards  and  pickets,  everything  is  quiet.  Major  Gamble,  Sixth  Tenn- 
essee Infantry,  in  command  of  forces  at  Cotton  Port,  reports  that 
the  rebels  have  been  crossing  the  river  in  small  squads  of  2 and  3, 
and  have  interfered  with  our  courier-line.  It  was  by  this  means  that 
Colonel  Clift  and  1 courier  were  captured  and  carried  across  the 
river.  This  crossing  has  been  done  above  Cotton  Port,  some  0 miles. 

Four  deserters  came  into  our  lines  at  Blythe’s  Ferry,  and  were 
sent  into  headquarters  here  to-day.  They  report  that  the  rebels, 
20,000  cavalry  and  6,000  infantry,  have  gone  up  the  river  in  the 
direction  of  Loudon,  and  that  they  left  Chattanooga  front  on  Mon- 
day last.  Three  of  the  four  are  known  here,  and  are  said  to  be  Union 
men,  having  been  pressed  into  the  rebel  service  only  eight  weeks 
since.  They  appear  to  be  honest  in  what  they  relate  concerning  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickerson,  command- 
ing, passed  here  this  evening  with  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry  and  one 
section  [Fifth]  Wisconsin  Battery,  en  route  for  Smith’s  Ferry.  The 
lieutenant-colonel  reported  for  information  concerning  the  locality 
to  which  he  was  ordered,  and  by  reference  to  a sketch  of  that  sec- 
tion he  was  thoroughly  informed.  His  camp  to-night  is  2 miles 
beyond  Sale  Creek,  at  what  is  called  the  “ Camp-ground.  ” Rations  in 
part  and  forage  were  furnished  him  here.  He  moves  forward  to- 
morrow morning.  The  distance  from  this  point  to  Smith’s  Ferry  is 
21  miles.  I regret  exceedingly  to  announce  the  appearance  of  one 
new  case  of  small-pox  in  quarantine  this  morning.  The  case  first 
occasioning  this  establishing  of  quarantine  is  fast  recovering.  State- 
ment forwarded  last  evening  gives  the  number  of  men  in  quarantine 
110.  The  rain  that  has  fallen  in  the  last  two  days  will  place  the 
river  beyond  all  possibility  of  fording,  and  is  even  now  too  deep  to 
be  safe. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  WELSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Decherd,  October  24,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Stevenson: 

General  Mitchell  has  reliable  information  that  Wheeler  has  crossed 
at  Lamb’s  Ferry  and  that  Lee  has  joined  him.  Shall  I stop  march 
of  my  division  ? Ruger’s  brigade  will  be  at  Tantalon  to-night. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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General  Williams, 

On  Passenger  Train,  Coir  an: 


Decherd,  October  24,  1863. 


The  order  for  your  division  to  move  is  countermanded.  Remain 
where  you  are  for  the  present,  and  take  measures  to  stop  your  wagon 
train.  Make  the  best  disposition  to  guard  the  railroad  temporarily. 
Detailed  instructions  will  be  sent  you  to-morrow.  Please  acknowl- 
edge. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Slocum  : 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Maj.  J.  S.  Fullerton, 

Assistant  Ad/jutant-  General : 


Tullahoma,  Tenn., 

October  24,  1863. 


Major:  Your  order  of  the  17th  instant,  to  send  a regiment  to 
McMinnville,  came  here  on  the  22d  instant,  and  was  immediately 
forwarded  to  Colonel  Gilbert,  Nineteenth  Michigan,  who  will  reach 
McMinnville  to-day.  The  railroad  is  not  completed  to  that  place, 
and  supplies  may  have  to  be  drawn  from  Murfreesborough.  There 
is  also  now  at  McMinnville  a force  of  some  300  Tennessee  cavalry. 
The  force  at  Murfreesborough  now  is  weaker  than  ever  before,  the 
Nineteenth  Michigan  being  withdrawn.  There  are  seven  companies 
of  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  there,  three  being  at  Normandy. 
The  Eighty -fifth  Indiana  has  been  ordered  to  Duck  River  bridge  by 
General  Slocum,  so  that  if  to-day  the  Twelfth  Corps  moves  south 
there  will  be  no  guards  from  Duck  River  to  Stone’s  River.  There  is 
no  cavalry  force  to  patrol  the  road.  Last  night,  about  5 miles  south 
of  this  place,  the  rebel  cavalry,  70  in  number,  tore  up  the  track, 
which  caused  a train  with  eight  cars  to  run  off;  Captain  Sligh,  of  the 
Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics,  lost  both  his  legs  ; the  cars  all 
badly  smashed.  Ferguson  threatens  with  600  mounted  men  on  the 
east  near  McMinnville.  I fear  much  interruption  and  damage  un- 
less cavalry  is  supplied  to  chase  these  fellows  away.  A rail  torn  at 
any  point  throws  off  a train.  A negro,  captured  by  the  rebels  last 
night,  and  who  escaped  this  morning,  says  they  say  they  intend  to 
stop  the  running  of  cars  on  the  railroad.  He  says  they  told  him 
General  Roddey  was  some  miles  west  of  this  place  toward  Fayette- 
ville. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  COBURN, 

Colonel,  &c. 

[Indorsement.] 


• Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

October  27,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  department  headquarters. 

G.  GRANGER, 

. Major-General,  Commanding. 
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General  Dodge, 

Corinth : 


lUKA,  Miss., 

October  -ZA.  18(10. 


Two  gun-boats  arrived  at  Eastport  this  morning.  I telegra[)lie(l 
the  fact  to  Hurlbut,  but  omitted  doing  so  to  you.  I sent  one  of  my 
staff  with  an  escort  to  bring  up  Commodore  Plielj^s.  Ycni  have 
doubtless  heard  that  Grant  is  to  command  the  Armies  of  the  Ohio, 
Cumberland,  and  Tennessee  united  into  one.  He  will  devolve  his 
present  army  on  me,  and  I will  want  a most  minute  account  of  your 
troops  for  actual  duty,  arms,  ammunition.  &c. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  (reneral. 


Headquarters  Chief  of  Cavalry, 

Decherd,  Tenn.,  October  Zb,  1803. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : The  necessity  of  prompt  and  immediate  measures  being 
taken  to  secure  for  the  cavalry  command  of  this  department  a new 
supply  of  horses  and  horse  equipments,  for  almost  the  entire  com- 
mand, is  very  great.  General  Crook  telegraphed  me  to-day  that  out 
of  his  whole  command,  which  includes  Wilder’s  brigade  of  mounted 
infantry,  he  has  only  1,000  effective  men,  and  that  were  he  ordered 
to  leave  liis  present  encampment  to-day  he  should  be  ol)liged  to 
abandon  at  least  700  horses. 

In  the  whole  of  the  First  Division  of  Cavalry  there  is  only  about 
1,400  men  effective,  simply  because  we  have  no  horses  fit  for  service. 
The  pursuit  of  Wheeler  and  Roddey  ruined  so  many,  the  effective 
force  of  cavalry  is  thus  sadly  reduced. 

The  saddles  issued  to  us  simply  murder  horses  ; it  is  sure  ruin  to  a 
horse  to  put  one  on  his  back.  It  was  not  the, hard  marching  that 
ruined  our  stock,  but  the  worthless,  murderous  saddles,  that  dig 
holes  into  the  backs  the  first  day  and  break  them  down.  New  sad- 
dles are  worse  than  old  ; the  hides  on  them  are  green,  and  the  first 
rain  they  are  in  pulls  it  all  off.  The  trees  are  made  of  green  wood 
and  also  helps ; the  iron  holding  the  tree  is  too  weak,  and  tlie  saddle 
spreads  and  settles  upon  the  horse’s  back,  making  it  set  in  the  Avorst 
possible  shape,  which  no  ingenuity  on  the  part  of  the  trooper,  in 
folding  his  saddle-blanket,  can  obviate.  Why  the  GoA^ernment  will 
purchase  such  horse  equipments  and  Avliy  they  will  keep  employed 
inspectors  Avho  pass  such  saddles  and  receive  them  as  fit  for  use,  I 
cannot  see.  This 'blind,  short-sighted  manner  of  supplying  us  is 
ruining  us  much  more  effectually  than  the  enemy  could  ever  hope 
to  do.  They  need  only  to  keep  us  engaged  in  pursuing  them  and 
they  would  use  us  up  as  Often  as  we  could  get  refitted,  if  more  atten- 
tion is  not  paid  by  the  ordnance  department  in  the  quality  of  equip- 
ments furnished  us. 

Many  saddles  that  were  drawn  just  before  the  pursuit  of  Wheeler 
began  are  now  being  condemned  by  the  inspector,  and  have,  the 
most  of  them,  ruined  the  horses  they  were  put  upon. 

I write  thus  lengthy,  feeling  that  the  importance  of  the  subject 
demands  it.  Something  must  be  done  to  give  us  at  least  3,0(j0 
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liorses  and  3,000  or  4,000  horse  equipments  immediately,  for  we  are 
now  completely  crippled  for  the  want  of  them,  and  some  measures 
ought  to  be  taken  at  once  to  improve  the  quality  of  both.  It  is  cer- 
tainly economy  to  the  Government  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view, 
saying  nothing  of  the  benefits  which  would  arise  from  our  being 
then  always  in  good  condition,  which  is  in  reality  of  much  greater 
importance. 

I respectfully  submit  the  subject  for  your  action. 

ROBERT  B.  MITCHELL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Maysville,  October  25,  1863. 

(Via  Stevenson,  26th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

I have  sent  your  communication*  by  a courier  with  instructions 
not  to  sleep  until  he  finds  General  Sherman.  My  expedition  to  the 
Tennessee  report  no  rebel  cavalry  on  this  side.  The  citizens  here 
report  that  General  Wheeler  has  been  skirmishing  with  Sherman  at 
or  near  Bear  Creek  on  Tuesday,  W ednesday,  and  Thursday.  I have 
the  honor  to  report  that  my  cavalry  have  been  on  a constant  go,  and 
the  cold  drenching  rains  we  have  had  since  this  last  raid  have  so  com- 
pletely used  up  my  horses  that  there  are  scarcely  any  of  them  fit  for 
service.  I would  like  them  sent  to  me  by  way  of  Decherd ; also  have 
shoes  that  are  set  sent  me.  Have  no  forge  to  work.  Rough  shoes 
here.  I have  been  trying  to  get  these  things  ever  since  I arrived  here. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Columbia,  October  25,  1863. 

Maj.  William  H.  Sinclair, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  had  flying  rumors  of  Wheeler,  Lee,  and  Roddey  crossing 
the  Tennessee  this  way;  that  Roddey  had  crossed ; that  river  was 
high  and  crossing  difficult.  I do  not  know  how  reliable  this  may  be, 
though  I am  inclined  to  credit  in  part.  I have  sent  scouts  to  inves- 
tigate and  will  report  all  information  promptly.  They  may^  try  to 
pick  me  up  as  I have  only  300  men,  but  I am  intrenched  on  hill  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery. 

H.  R.  MIZNER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Detachment, 

Rankin's  Ferry,  October  25,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Cumberland : 

Sir  : I have  just  received  information  that  the  rebels  are  hauling 
boats  up  the  river  opposite  Williams’  Island  and  intend  crossing  be- 
hind the  island.  The  information  is  reliable  and  can  be  depended 
upon. 

By  order  of  B.  P.  Wells,  captain  commanding  : 

P.  S.  SCHUYLER, 
Captain  and  Acting  Adjutant, 


See  p.  713. 
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Wartrace,  October  25,  180:J. 

General  Williams  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  continue  the 
march  in  the  advance  regardless  of  all  orders  countermanding. 

He  has  telegraphed  to  General  Hooker  for  instructions. 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wartrace,  October  25,  1863. 

General  A.  S.  Williams  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  one  regi- 
ment and  a battery  to  Bridgeport  and  one  regiment  and  a battery 
to  Stevenson  at  once.  This  arrangement  will  be  permanent.  Knap’s 
battery  only  goes  with  General  Geary. 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Williams  : 


Wartrace,  October  25,  1863. 


Your  division  will  occupy  the  road  from  Bridgeport  to  Murfrees- 
borough.  Do  you  want  all  your  train  sent  forward  ? If  so,  to  what 
point  ? I should  think  it  better  to  have  part  of  it  at  Tullahoma,  as 
it  will  have  to  come  back  this  way. 

' H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Anderson,  October  25,  1863 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Butterfield, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Your  dispatch  received.  I understand  that  all  troops  of  Eleventh 
Corps  and  Geary’s  are  to  be  relieved  at  Tantalon  and  Anderson  and 
at  the  bridges  between  and  in  this  vicinity. 

I will  have  it  done  as  soon  as  I can  get  an  order  to  my  troops  now 
at  Tantalon.  There  is  no  telegraph  station  there.  The  troops  here 
and  vicinity  I can  relieve  at  once.  The  batteries  are  at  Tantalon. 
Roads  extremely  bad  and  artillery  moves  with  difficulty. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Anderson,  October  25,  1863 — 12  m. 

Col.  W.  W.  Packer, 

Commanding  at  Tantalon  : 

Colonel  : Pursuant  to  orders  General  Williams  desires  you  to 
relieve  all  the  guards  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  and  General  Geary’s 
division  you  find  at  Tantalon  and  Anderson  and  between  those  point. 
From  the  best  he  can  ascertain  the  present  position  of  the  troops  to 
be  relieved  by  you  is  as  follows  : 

Tantalon,  three  companies  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania ; three  bridges  between  Tantalon  and  here,  three  companies. 
One  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  Kew  York. 
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Anderson,  tliree  companies  One  hundred  and  tliirty-sixtli  New 
York  ; first  bridge  below  Anderson,  one  company  One  hundred  and 
thirty-sixth  New  York. 

Tliis  will  take  one  entire  regiment  and  it  should  be  a good  one. 

Y on  will  move  the  other  tAVO  regiments  and  the  batteries  to  this 
■ point  at  once,  and  report  to  General  Williams  at  this  post  for  further 
orders.  Y ou  can  relieve  the  troops  referred  to  as  you  come  along, 
as  the  railroad  track  is  the  best  way  for  the  troops  to- come,  keeping 
a guard  with  the  batteries,  Avhich  Avill  not  have  to  leaA^e  the  track  a 
great  distance. 

I am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  PITTMAN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Gene fal. 

P.  S. — General  Hooker’s  orders  are  that  as  fast  as  these  troops  are 
relieved  they  shall  march  to  Bridgeport. 

S.  E.  PITTMAN, 
Assistant  Ad jidant- General. 


Stevenson,  October  25,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  Major-General'  Hooker  to  send  the 
Third  Maryland  and  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  New  York  to 
Bridgeport.  Have  done  so.  Also  to  relieve  one  of  Geary's  regi- 
ments by  the  Twentieth  Connecticut,  Avhich  I am  about  doing.  The 
advance  of  the  Twentieth  is  just  arrived.  Any  orders  for  me  will 
find  me  at  the  Alabama  House. 

J.  F.  KNIPE, 

Brigadier-General,  First  Brigade. 


Anderson,  October  25,  1863 — 1 p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Knife, 

Alabama  House,  Stevenson  : 

General  Butterfield  orders  troops  of  Geary  and  Eleventh  Corps  to 
be  relieved  from  Tantalon  to  this  place,  including  bridges  below  this. 
I have  directed  Packer  to  make  the  details  and  march  the  rest  this 
way.  Where  have  you  sent  Twentieth  Connecticut  ? This  side  or 
below  Stevenson? 

General  B.  also  orders  three  regiments  and  a battery  to  SteA^enson 
for  duty.  Are  these  wanted  besides  TAventieth  Connecticut  ? 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

October  25,  1863. 


Colonel  Loomis, 

Burnsinlle : 

I have  ordered  forward  one  regiment  of  Fuller’s  brigade  to  Burns- 
ville. On  its  arrival  move  to  this  place  with  your  whole  brigade, 
marching  by  land.  I want  you  to  arrive  to-morrow  certain. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Alajor-  General. 
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Corinth,  Ocfoher  25,  1863 — 4 p.  m. 

Major-General  Hurlbut  : 

Scout  returned  from  Union  City.  Met  Faulkner’s  command,  con- 
sisting of  Wilson,  Newsom,  Greer, ‘Bell,  and  Franklin  near  Hunt- 
ingdon. They  were  1,000  strong  and  going  north  rapidly  to  attack 
Murray,  Mayfield,  and  other  points  in  that  part  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  intending  to  obtain  stores  and  commissaries.  Major 
Kizer,  with  one  battalion  of  rebels,  is  at  Lexington.  Faulkner’s 
stragglers  left  White  Oak  yesterday  following  him  up. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General, 

(Copy  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  • J.  Smith,  Columbus,  Ky.,  by  steamer 
Anderson,  October  25,  1863.) 


Maysville,  October  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I will  send  men  as  directed.  They  will  have  to  go  35  miles  out  of 
the  way  in  order  to  get  over  the  Paint  Rock  River.  I would  like  to 
retain  this  mounted  infantry  in  my  division,  and  if  possible  retain 
my  division,  together  with  the  present  organization  of  my  division. 
Altogether  I would  have  about  4,000  men,  with  which  I could  hold 
my  own  against  all  the  rebel  cavalry  they  could  bring  against  me  in 
this  department. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Maysville,  Ala.,  October  26,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  : 

A wounded  prisoner  captured  yesterday  and  brought  in  to-day 
states  he  was  wounded  at  Bear  Creek,  and  reports  General  Sherman 
liad  completed  the  bridge  across  tlie  Bear  Creek  and  part  of  his 
force  had  crossed.  I expect  to  hear  very  soon  from  him,  as  I sent 
escort  to  find  him  some  days  ago. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  4th  Army  Corps, 

October  26,  1863. 

Major  Fullerton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I had  occasion  to  fire  a couple  of  shell  from  Naylor’s  battery 
yesterday  afternoon  about  3 o’clock  at  a detachment  of  the  enemy 
engaged  in  throwing  up  an  earth-work  on  the  east  slope-  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  to  the  right  of  the  huge  rock  projecting  over  or  near  the 
7*pad  running  up  the  mountain,  and 'directly  opposite  the  point  on 
which  is  posted  Naylor’s  battery  and  which  is  used  also  by  a signal 
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officer.  The  shots  had  the  effect  to  cause  a desertion  of  the  work 
forthwith  by  the  party.  On  the  south  side  of  Williams’  Island  the 
enemy  gave  some  evidence  of  activity  and  employed  sharpshooters 
on  my  pickets  on  the  island  during  the  afternoon.  About  7.30 
o’clock  I was  notified  from  department  headquarters  of  an  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  effect  a crossing  ‘^behind  the  island.” 
To  defeat  any  such  attempt  I ordered  one  regiment  to  re-enforce 
my  pickets  on  the  island,  and  planted  a section  of  battery  on  the 
hill  back  of  island,  having  transported  the  section  to  that  point  by 
mules,  as  the  horses  of  the  battery  have  been  sent  to  Stevenson. 

To  support  this  battery  I placed  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Infantry  in 
its  rear.  My  picket-line  was  doubled  throughout  and  orders  were 
given  that  no  enemy  of  whatever  force  must  be  permitted  to  mount 
this  bank  of  the  river. 

Two  efforts  were  made  to  lodge  troops  on  the  island,  but  were 
defeated  and  driven  off  both  times.  This  morning  finds  me  in  pos- 
session of  the  crossings  and  of  the  island,  and  all  of  them  cannot 
drive  me  off.  I caused  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  camps  to  be  taken 
yesterday,  and  in  the  night  opened  fire  and  caused  every  light  to  be 
quickly  extinguished,  having  planted  the  shell  in  and  over  their 
camps.  The  force  that  attempted  a lodgment  on  the  island  I cannot 
determine.  It  was  night,  but  the  two  efforts  and  sharpshooters 
show  to  my  mind  that  it  was  strong. 

Respectfully, 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863 — 8 p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Cruft  : 

You  will  assume  command  of  the  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 
Major-General  Palmer’s  wound  obliging  him  to  leave  the  field,  and 
move  with  it  to  Rankin’s  Ferry,  and  co-operate  with  General  Hooker, 
who  proceeds  to  the  same  point  via  the  south  side  of  the  river.  If 
your  battery  cannot  make  the  ferry  to-morrow,  you  will  move  on 
with  your  infantry.  A battery  has  already  been  ordered  from 
Bridgeport  to  join  you  at  Rankin’s  Ferry  to  provide  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  battery  of  the  First  Division  not  succeeding  in  getting 
through.  A pontoon  bridge  is  also  on  the  way  to  the  ferry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

' Chattanooga,  October  26,  1863 — 6.15  p.  m. 

Col.  D.  McCook, 

Comdg.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  lith  Army  Corps : 

Send  your  battery  (Barnett’s)  down  to  Brown’s  Ferry,  to  report  to 
General*  W.  F.  Smith,  by  5 o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  hold 
your  brigade  in  readiness  to  march  at  any  moment,  taking  three 
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days’  rations  in  haversacks.  Designate  two  regiments  to  remain 
with  General  Davis’  two  batteries  to  guard  the  river,  sliould  you 
receive  orders  to  move. 

• Kespectfully, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Wartrace,  October  26,  1863. 

General  A.  S.  Williams  : 

Captain  Moseley  left  here  yesterday  with  orders  for  you.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  some  of  your  troops  should  be  at  this 
end  of  the  line.  One  regiment  must  be  sent  to  Christiana  to-day, 
and  if  possible  one  to  this  place  to-morrow,  and  the  others  that  are 
ordered  this  way,  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  command,  &c. : 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Gen  eral. 


Gexeral  Orders,  [ Headquarters  Twelfth  Corps, 

No.  27.  , j • Wartrace,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1863. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  all  the  troops  for 
the  defense  of  the  railroad  from  Murfreesborough  to  Bridgeport,  in- 
cluding those  at  both  the  above-named  points. 

All  reports  required  by  existing  orders  will  be  promptly  forwarded 
to  these  headquarters. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Colonel  Macfeely  : 


lUKA,  October  26,  1863. 


I want  preparations  made  at  once  to  sui)ply  25,000  men  with  rations 
at  Florence  and  beyond.  Tennessee  River  is  good  up  to  Eastport 
and  rising.  Railroad  is  of  no  account,  but  we  have  stores  enough 
for  about  twenty  days.  You  may  join  me  at  Florence  by  the  way  of 
Saint  Louis,  using  dispatch  and  making  all  proper  arrangements. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


lUKA,  October  26,  1863. 

Colonel  Bingham, 

Mem.phis : 

I suppose  you  are  the  department  quartermaster.  If  so,  I want 
you  to  proceed  to  Saint  Louis  and  see  that  a ferry-boat,  not  drawing 
over  3 feet,  has  gone  up  the  Tennessee.  Then  estimate  for  forage  for 
25,000  men,  and  a due  proportion  of  horses,  and  either  bring  it  up  or 
contract  for  it  along  the  Tennessee.  Make  all  arrangements  for 
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supplies  by  the  Tennessee  and  overtake  me  at  Florence.  The  rail- 
road is  a nuisance,  and  I find  the  Tennessee  in  fine  order,  good  for  8 
feet  up  to  Eastport,  Chickasaw,  and  Waterloo.  I tried  Colbert  Shoals 
to-day  with  a gun-boat  of  4 feet,  but  we  could  not  pass.  We  must 
haul  from  W aterloo  till  I can  get  a boat  to  Florence.. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Chattanooga,  October  27,  1863.  (Received  11.25  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  Grant  has  placed  General  Palmer  in  command  of  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Cornmanding. 


Bridgeport,  October  27,  1863—6.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds  : 

Troops  just  moving  out.  Schurz  leads,  followed  by  Steinwehr 
and  Geary.  They  fear  the  pontoon  train  will  be  in  their  way.  There 
has  been  much  difficulty  in  getting  this  train  across  the  island  and 
up  the  southern  shore  of  the  river. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


Maysville,  October  27,  1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  Goddard, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

My  cavalry  is  in  such  a bad  condition  that  I could  not  possibly 
spai*e  men  to  go  up  the  river  above  you. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

, Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 

[ General  J.  J.  Reynolds  :] 

General  : A deserter  who  came  in  a short  time  ago,  late  this 
evening,  says : 

First.  He  has  been  up  from  Atlanta  but  about  one  week ; was 
quartermaster’s  clerk  for  a while  there. 

Second.  The  rebels  have  been  in  line  of  battle  the  greater  part  of 
to-day. 

Third.  Longstreet’s  men  crossed  the  mountain  to-day  (Lookout). 
Fourth.  That  we  are  to  be  attacked  in  the  morning. 

' He  can  give  no  substantial  reasons  for  the  last  report,  only  that  it 
is  the  talk  and  belief  in  camp. 

Truly, 


FULLERTON. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Cliaitanooija,  Ocioher  27,  1802. 

Maj.  J.  S.  Fullerton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fourth  Army  Corps  : 

Major  : The  enemy  have  nmved  one  of  their  camps  on  Mission- 
ary Ridge  directly  in  my  front.  The  troops  passed  over  the  ridge. 
The  size  of  the  camp  was  about  one  brigade.  They  are  now  moving 
artillery  over  the  ridge  on  the  same  road.  There  are,  also,  wagons 
moving  very  rapidly  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge  from  onr  right  to 
left. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAl^, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 


Respectfully  forwarded. 


October  27,  1863—2.45  p.  m. 

G.  GRANGER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Anderson’s  Cross-Roads,  Tenn.,  October  27,  1863. 
Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : Yesterday  51  wagons  passed  over  the  mountain  and 
81  to-day.  There  are  remaining  at  this  place  140  wagons.  The  gen- 
eral supply  trains  are  more  trouble  than  all  others.  Mr,  Pettier  is 
here  with  one  of  32  wagons  ; he  has  been  8 days  coming  from  Ste- 
venson. He  has  9 wagons  loaded  with  ammunition,  the  balance  with 
salt  and  bacon.  More  than  half  of  his  teams  are  broken  down  and 
worthless.  The  ammunition  will  cross  in  the  morning.  Sequatchie 
fordable  at  this  point.  Forage  getting  very  scarce  and  difficult  to 
obtain.  ,One  company  of  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  returned  from  scout 
up  the  valley,  report  guerrillas  in  the  vicinity  of  Pikeville.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cahill,  in  command  of  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
reports  that  on  south  side  of  Tennessee,  opposite  Kelley’s  Perry,  a 
rebel  picket  station,  and  that  from  information  received  he  thinks 
that  three  regiments  of  rebels  are  at  or  near  Lookout  Station.  I am 
doing  all  I can  with  my  small  force  to  assist  trains  over  the  mount- 
ains and  repair  the  road. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier -General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  28,  1863 — 11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Morton, 

Shellmound,  via  Bridgeport : , 

Your  telegram  to  General  W.  F.  Smith  received.  Communicate 
with  General  Hooker,  and,  if  he  deems  it  safe,  move  the  pontoon 
l)ridge  to  Rankin’s  Ferry  to-morrow.  If  General  Hooker  ^lionld 
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want  the  co-operation  of  the  force  at  Eankin’s  Ferry  now  under  Gen- 
eral Cruft,  they  must  join  him  via  Shellmound.  Notify  General 
Cruft  that  the  bridge  is  finished  at  Shellmound. 

By  order  of  General  Thomas : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


Bridgeport,  October  28,  1863—10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  The  steam-boat  moves  off  very  well — slow,  but  will 
improve  as  her  machinery  wears  smooth.  Thirty-four  thousand 
rations  are  shipped  in  barges  alongside  her.  A slight  alteration  in 
a rod  and  a steam  gasket,  and  she  will  try  her  first  trip.  The  ma- 
chinist promises  she  shall  be  off  at  or  before  1 o’clock,  unless  detained 
by  fog.  I think  she  will  make  Rankin’s  Landing  by  daylight.  If 
very  foggy,  and  there  is  every  indication  of  it,  she  will  be  compelled 
to  lie  by  until  sunrise.  I will  have  other  barges  loaded,  ready  for 
her  on  her  return.  No  forage  on  hand  to-night  to  ship.  Will  send 
some  to-morrow  if  possible. 

W.  G.  LE  DUC, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Murfreesborough,  Tenn.', 

October  28,  1863. 


Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland : 

Sir  : On  the  7th  instant,  at  Farmington,  Middle  Tenn.,  Brigadier- 
General  Crook,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division,  charged  me 
with  endeavoring  to  thwart  his  plans,  and  placed  me  under  arrest ; 
the  next  morning  he  ordered  me  back  to  this  place,  and  directed  me 
to  wait  here  for  further  orders.  I have  now  been  here  for  three 
weeks,  but  have  received  no  orders  of  any  kind.  I have  had  com- 
mand of  a brigade  since  before  the  advance  from  Nashville  in  De- 
cember last,  and  during  that  time  have  captured  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  twice  as  many  prisoners  as  I have  had  effective  men  in 
my  brigade,  and  have  been  three  times  recommended  for  promotion 
by  Major-General  Rosecrans.  During  my  two  years’  service  I have 
been  engaged  in  eighty-four  battles  or  skirmishes,  in  which  blood 
has  been  drawn,  and  I do  think  that  I have  performed  my  duties  as 
a soldier  too  zealously  and  faithfully  to  be  now  cast  aside  like  a piece 
of  useless  furniture.  I declare  the  charge  against  me  to  be  entirely 
false  and  without  foundation,  and  most  respectfully  ask  the  major- 
general  commanding  to  grant  me  an  immediate  court-martial  or 
court  of  inquiry.* 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  H.  G.  MINTY, 

Col.  Fourth  Mich.  Cav. , late  Comdg.  First  Brig. , Second  Cav.  Div. 


* See  foot-note,  Series  I,  Vol.  XXX,  Part  II,  p.  668. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Murfreeshorough,  Tenn,,  October  28,  1863. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

WM.  L.  UTLEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
flankin'' s Ferry,  Tennessee  River,  October  28,  1863 — 6 p.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Stajf,  Army  of  the  Cumberland: 

Your  dispatch,  of  26th  instant,  ordering  me  to  assume  command  of 
the  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  was  received  through  division 
headquarters  at  6. 30  p.  m.  on  yesterday  at  Prigmore’s  house,  foot  of 
the  mountains.  General  Palmer  immediately  placed  me  in  com- 
mand. According  to  orders  I marched  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-day  and 
reached  here  with  head  of  column  at  10  a.  m.  The  artillery  and  train 
(except  the  ammunition  train)  have  arrived  this  afternoon.  The 
dispatch  of  Colonel  Goddard,  dated  26th  instant  (by  signal  to  Bob 
White’s),  directed  to  Major-General  Palmer,  was  handed  me  by  him. 
On  arriving  at  this  point  the  detachment  of  cavalry.  Captain  Wells 
(Second  Michigan),  was  promptly  relieved  as  ordered  at  10  a.  m. 

A detachment  of  100  men  was  sent  also  promptly  to  Love’s  Ferry, 
opposite  Shellmound.  Soon  after  starting  the  command  in  the 
morning  dispatches  were  received  from  Brigadier-General  Morton 
that  he  had  a pontoon  in  process  of  building,  and  later  that  it  could 
be  crossed.  My  orders  were  imperative  to  go  to  Rankin’s  and  report 
from  thence  to  Major-General  Hooker.  General  Morton,  in  addition 
to  his  written  communications,  sent  me  a verbal  statement  that  the 
enemy  were  making  some  demonstration  in  the  Nickajack  Valley 
from  the  direction  of  Trenton  ; that  there  was  a large  force  at  Tren- 
ton, and  that  he  deemed  the  pontoon  guard  insufficient.  At  2.30  I 
sent  to  report  to  him  four  regiments,  and  will  send  a section  or  half 
battery  from  the  artillery  here  during  the  night,  if  he  deems  it  neces- 
sary from  any  threatening  demonstrations.  It  is,  say,  4 miles  from 
here  to  Shellmound.  The  rations  of  this  command  expired  this 
evening.  According  to  orders  from  Major-General  Palmer  I took 
from  a passing  train  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Ferguson  (Pioneer 
Brigade)  partial  rations  for  two  days,  receipting  for  same  and  giving 
him  an  order  on  the  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  division  at 
Chattanooga  for  a like  quantity  out  of  stores  he  has.  On  arrival 
here  I reported  to  Major-General  Hooker  by  dispatch,  sending  via 
Shellmound,  and  (in  duplicate)  by  crossing  an  orderly  at  this  point 
on  raft.  It  is  probable  that  his  orders  will  reach  me  very  soon.  He 
passed  this  point  on  yesterday  and  is  reported  to  be  at  Whiteside’s. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c. , 

CHARLES  CRUFT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Fort  Whitaker,  October  28,  1863. 
Major  Fullerton,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Army  Corps: 

The  batteries  from  Fort  Whitaker  effectually  prevented  the  enemy 
from  using  the  main  road  over  Lookout  and  the  railroad.  They 
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attempted  it  several  times.  They  passed  by  a road  diverging  from 
the  main  road  at  the  two  large  rocks,  passing  southeast  toward  tlie 
white  house,  going  around  and  between  it  and  the  summit  of  Look- 
out at  the  upper  edge  of  the  clearing.  Not  less  than  a division 
passed  there.  They  were  mixed  troops.  The  space  over  which  they 
had  to  pass  in  view  was  short,  but  the  range  of  the  batteries  was  so 
good  that  they  did  not  attempt  it  but  once  in  column  ; the  balance 
passed  in  groups  of  3 or  4,  and  on  a run  generally. 

Over  150  men  assembled  at  the  water-tank,  mouth  of  Chicka- 
niauga,  for  the  purpose  as  we  supposed  of  taking  the  railroad  or 
preventing  our  troops  from  taking  Lookout  (which  might  have  been 
done)  by  that  route.  They  were  driven  off  by  the  batteries.  The 
entire  range  of  hills  skirting  on  the  river  above  Brown’s  Ferry 
should  be  held  by  our  forces,  otherwise  eligible  positions  can  be  ob- 
tained for  the  enemy’s  guns  to  operate  on  the  pontoon  bridge.  It  is 
true  these  positions  are  quasi  under  range  of  Fort  Whitaker,  but 
lieavy  embankments  thrown  up  in  the  night  would,  in  a great  meas- 
ure, if  not  entirely,  protect  them.  The  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy 
at  the  Narrows  did  not  retire  till  late  last  evening  and  then  only  par- 
tially. They  went  down  the  river  around  the  point  of  Raccoon. 
Over  the  top  of  Raccoon  north  to  the  right  (as  you  face  it)  from  Pass 
Gap  (the  gap  opposite  the  pontoon  bridge);  it  is  5 miles  across  to  the 
river  ; a good  fair  road  leads  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain.  A 
citizen  informed  one  of  my  front  skirmishers  that  it  could  be  made 
available  for  wagons.  He  was  sent  to  General  Smith.  Immediate 
steps  being  taken,  the  river  could  be  secured  across  the  mountain. 
My  men  who  were  on  to})  of  Raccoon  i*eport  fires  and  the  presence 
of  troops  (whether  friend  or  foe  they  did  not  know)  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Raccoon,  next  the  river.  I have  sent  to  have  the  boat  at  the 
Narrows  raised.  Have  not  heard  from  ib.cre  since  9 o’clock.  Shall 
I move  the  picket  from  the  island  ? I think  it  should  be  guarded . 
and  that  the  Narrows  should  also,  to  keep  them  from  crossing  from 
around  Raccoon  to  this  side.  Since  beginning  the  above  the  enem}^ 
have  opened  fire  on  Fort  Whitaker  with  three  heavy  guns.  They 
have  works  casemated,  and  have  the  range  tolerably  well.  I think 
they  will  endeavor  to  pass  troops  over  the  loAver  road  and  the  rail- 
road. but  I think  we  can  keep  them  off. 

Most  respectfully, 

W.  C.  WHITAKER. 

Br  igadier-  Gen  e red,  Com  m cm  ding . 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Anderi^ord s Cross-Roads,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863. 

Capt.  T.  W.  Morrison, 

Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  Second  Div.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain  : A few  days  since  I had  the  honor  of  reporting  the 
whereabouts  of  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps.  Since  then  the  following  change  has  been  made  : The 
Tenth  Michigan  Infantry  has  been  moved  to  Smith’s  Ferry,  some 
30  miles  up  the  Tennessee  from  Dallas ; the  Sixteenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry to  the  vicinity  of  Kelley’s  Ferry,  some  5 miles  below  Look- 
out Station ; Colonel  Smith  still  in  command  of  the  brigade,  with 
headquarters  at  Dallas.  To  facilitate  the  forwarding  of  supplies,  I 
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have  ordered  part  of  the  l)rigade  train  to  this  T>oint  to  be  used  in 
getting  commissary  stores  from  Stevenson  to  this  j)lac(i  and  (istal)- 
lish  a depot  here.  The  roads  are  perfectly  liori’ible ; no  one  but 
those  passing  over  them  can  form  any  idea  of  their  condition.  1 
am  working  away  here  with  half  of  my  small  force  daily  on  duty 
assisting  trains  over  the  mountain  and  repairing  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  350.  f Washington,  October  28,  1803. 

4;  * * * * 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

By  ordel  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Dtv.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

October  28,  1863 — 6.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Your  order  upon  communication  of  Colonel  Stanley  just  came  to 
hand.  It  is  so  dark  that  you  can't  see  your  hand.  A fire  would  do 
no  good  at  this  point.  The  river  is  so  wide  it  would  require  a 
Drummond  light  of  huge  caj)acity.  I have  only  three  small  canoes 
here.  Colonel  Hazen  below  has  none.  To-morrow  I will  send  for 
the  boats  and  do  the  best  I can.  They  construct  their  rafts  up 
South  Chickamauga  Creek,  for  the  banks  are  so  closely  patrolled 
between  this  point  and  Hazen’s  that  they  cannot  make  any;  more- 
over, the  river  bank  is  almost  clear  of  timber  that  would  afford 
cover  for  such  work ; again  the  current  of  the  river  is  so  that  they 
would  lodge  against  a point  this  side  of  Hazen  and  the  one  below 
him.  Citico  Creek  may  also  afford  them  facilities  for  bridge  build- 
ing. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  McCOOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Nineteenth  Michigan  Regiment, 

McMinnville,  Tenn.,  October  28,  1863. 

Col.  John  Coburn, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  &c.,  Tullahoma: 

Colonel  : I arrived  here  with  my  regiment  on  Sunday  last  at  12 
m.  I found  the  town  in  a most  deplorable  condition.  The  rebels 
robbed  the  citizens  of  pretty  much  all  they  had.  And  after  they 
left  the  First  East  Tennessee  Cavalry  were  sent  here,  and  from  what 
I learn  were  a nuisance  hardly  inferior  to  the  rebels.  They  stabled 
their  horses  in  public  buildings  and  quartered  in  the  houses.  The 
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town  is  filthy  beyond  description.  I have  got  soldiers  and  contra- 
bands at  work  cleaning  up.  I have  posted  a company  on  each  of 
the  main  roads  leading  into  town,  and  am  throwing  up  breast-works 
for  their  protection.  The  place  is  very  defensible,  and  I think  we 
can  hold  it  against  any  force  that  will  be  likely  to  attack  it.  It  is 
commanded,  however,  by  mountains  about  it,  and  artillery  miglit 
after  awhile  do  us  much  damage.  The  cavalry  all  left  yesterday. 
There  is  a small  company  of  home  guards  that  are  worth  but  little, 
and  about  70  or  80  men  in  hospital.  Supplies  are  needed  for  them 
immediately.  We  ought  to  draw  our  rations  in  bulk  and  have  a 
post  commissary.  I shall  want  a small  supply  for  contrabands  that 
I have  set  to  work  and  for  some  families  that  I find  literally  starv- 
ing. How  are  we  to  get  rations  ? Having  had  no  instructions  on 
the  subject,  I sent  a small  train  to  Murfreesborough  this  morning. 
We  shall  be  out  before  they  get  back. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  GILBERT,  * 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


October  28,  1863. 

General  G.  M.  Dodge,  Corinth: 

I will  probably  go  to-morrow  leaving  Fuller  here,  and  the  divisions 
at  Cherokee  and  Dickson’s  will  move  down  to  Chickasaw  and  cross 
there.  Captain  Phelps  has  gone  down  the  Tennessee  to  hurry  up 
the  boats  that  should  have  been  up  some  days  since. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


lUKA,  October  28,  1863. 

J.  B.  Bingham,  Memphis: 

Bulletin  can  publish  articles  of  editorial,  or  when  contributed, 
signed  by  the  writer,  favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  general  policy 
of  the  Government,  if  in  proper  spirit  and  designed  to  do  good. 
Also  q-uestions  calculated  to  interest  the  people  of  West  Tennessee 
and  Arkansas  may  be  discussed  pretty  freely,  but  the  paper  must  be 
held  responsible  for  the  truth  of  every  statement  of  facts,  and  that 
the  article  is  calculated  to  do  good  and  not  excite  resentment.  Try 
and  stop  this  universal  spirit  of  fault-finding  and  personality  that 
has  brought  the  press  down  beneath  the  contempt  of  every  decent 
man.  Encourage  business  advertisements,  improvements  in  the 
arts,  narrations  of  events  abroad  in  the  past  or,  when  well  authen- 
ticated, of  the  present.  In  other  words,  let  the  Government  and  its 
agents  do  their  business  in  their  own  way. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Pioneer  Brigade, 
Shellmound,  October  29,  1863 — 3.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

General  Cruft  was  apprised  by  me  of  the  bridge  being  constructed 
while  on  his  march.  I have  communicated  with  General  Hooker, 
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who  states  that  he  requires  General  Cruft’s  force.  I have  also  sent 
orders  in  your  name  to  General  Cruft  to  join  General  Hooker,  cross- 
ing the  bridge  at  this  place.  As  soon  as  he  has  crossed  I will  move 
the  bridge  to  Rankin’s  Ferry  as  ordered,  unless  you  see  tit  to  change 
its  location  to  Kelley’s  Ferry,  which  General  Hooker  states  he  would 
prefer  if  it  was  left  to  his  choice.  It  would  not  be  much  harder  to 
move  the  bridge  by  water  to  Kelley’s  Ferry,  provided  I had  the  use 
of  the  steam-boat.  It  would  take  about  forty-eight  hours  with  the 
aid  of  the  steam-boat;  without  such  aid  the  bridge  cannot  be  moved 
in  any  reasonable  time  beyond  Rankin’s  Ferry.  We  cannot  now 
move  [more]  than  ten  boats  at  a time  for  want  of  oars,  and  the  pro- 
gress against  the  current  is  very  slow.  It  is  too  deep  to  pole  up. 
The  pontoon  teams  were  so  jaded  in  transporting  the  bridge  to  this 
place  that  it  will  be  impracticable,  in  my  opinion,  to  move  the 
bridge  by  land  to  Rankin’s  Ferry.  I respectfully  request  that  the 
steam-boat  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  once. 

J.  ST.  C.  MORTON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Bridgeport,  October  29,  1863. 
Major-General  Reynolds,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : The  steam-boat  has  noAv  returned,  having  landed  her 
rations  at  Rankin’s  Ferry,  north  side,  as  instructed.  The  trip  is 
very  fair  for  the  trial  trip.  Where  shall  the  next  cargo  be  landed  ? 
I have  not  heard  from  General  Hooker  since  yesterday  morning.  He 
started  with  three  days’  rations,  and  I sent  him  10,000  rations  and 
6,000  pounds  forage  by  teams  yesterday.  No  forage  here  to  send. 
Gar denh ire’s  Ferry,  2 miles  above  Rankin’s,  is  said  to  cut  off  all  bad 
roads  to  Chattanooga. 

Awaiting  instructions, 

W.  G.  LE  DUC, 

Quartermaster,  Eleventh  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  29,  1863. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Le  Due, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Bridgeport : 

Transport  rations  and  forage  to  Kelley’s  Feihy  as  fast  as  you  can 
with  the  steamer,  and  deposit  them  on  the  south  bank.  A commis- 
sary of  subsistence  will  be  ordered  there  to  receive  them. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General  ayid  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs,  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Rankin's  Ferry,  Tennessee  River,  Oct.  29,  1863 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : Yours  of  4 a.  m.  this  date  just  received.  A steamer 
has  arrived  here  at,  say,  10  a.  m.  with  two  barges  pf  rations  for  Gen- 
eral Hooker.  I have  again  dispatched  to  the 'general  notifying  him 
54  R R — VOL  XXXI,  PT  I 


850  KY.,  SVY.  VA.,  TENJY.,  MISS.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  LChap.  XUII. 

of  this.  There  are  four  communications  from  myself  to  General 
Hooker  on  way  to  him,  none  of  which  are  as  yet  heard  from ; I must, 
however,  hear  very  soon,  I think.  There  has  been  some  cannonad- 
ing heard  in  direction  of  Whiteside’s  and  Raccoon  range  at  intervals 
since  1 a.  m.,  but  not  heavy  or  indicative  of  any  severe  engagement, 
and  has  now  ceased.  The  officers  of  the  steamer  brought  me  verbal 
intelligence  that  General  Morton  was  moving  the  pontoon  to  this 
point.  I have  sent  to  General  Morton  to  know  if  the  bridge  has 
been  taken  up.  If  it  has  not,  I will  move  in  next  hour,  and  am  get- 
ting in  shape  to  do  this,  leaving  small  guard  here  to  protect  the 
barges,  which  are  on  north  side  of  the  river  at  present.  I inclose 
copy  of  my  notes  to  General  Hooker. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  CRUFT, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Rankings  Ferry,  Tennessee  River,  Oct.  28,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker, 

Commanding  Corps : 

General  : Two  brigades  of  this  division  have  arrived  at  Rankin’s 
Ferry  with  Simonson’s  battery,  say  3,600  infantry  and  the  battery 
of  six  pieces,  12-pounder  Parrotts.  My  orders  from  Major-General 
Thomas,  commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  are  to  “co- 
operate with  Major-General  Hooker,  who  proceeds  to  the  same  point 
via  south  side  of  the  river.”  I,  therefore,  report  to  you  and  await 
any  orders. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES  CRUFT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

(Original  sent  via  Shellmound  at  10  a.  m. , 28th.  Duplicate  sent 
from  Rankin’s  Ferry  at  11.30  a.  m.  Triplicate  sent  from  Rankin’s 
Ferry  at  7 a.  m.  on  29th. ) 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Fourth  Army^  Corps, 

Rankin’s  Ferry,  Tennessee  River,  Oct.  29,  1863 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker  : 

I have  (some  hours  ago)  to-day  forwarded  you  triplicate  of  my 
report  to  you  of  yesterday.  I now  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  I have  placed  four  regiments  of  my  command  at  Love’s  Ferry, 
opposite  Shellmound,  to  strengthen  the  guard  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
at  that  point ; that  a steam -tug  has  arrived  here  with  two  barges 
loaded  with  rations  for  your  command,  and  that  she  returns  imme- 
diately to  bring  up  others.  The  barges  can  be  placed  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river  by  time  your  wagon  train  reaches  here  for 
contents.  There  is  no  way  to  cross  river  here,  however,  except  by 
the  towage  of  the  steamer.  Any  details  wanted  or  guards  can  be 
furnished  from  this  command.  Please  be  kind  enough  to  send  me 
your  orders  in  the  premises. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES  CRUFT. 
Brlgad  ie  r-  Ge  neral,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Fourth  C<mps, 

Shelkiiound,  Tenn.,  October  *29.  180:} — 5.:30  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Cumbejiand  : 

General  : The  head  of  my  cohimn  is  at  Shellniound.  I left  one 
regiment  (One  hundred  and  first  Oliio,  Colonel  Kirby),  at  Rankin’s 
Ferry,  with  one  company  Sixteenth  Illinois  and  two  comxjanies 
Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  the  four-giin  liattery  (Lieutenant 
Sahm)  to  protect  the  barges  of  rations  and  to  cover  the  laying  of 
the  pontoon  in  case  of  removal.  Rankin’s  Ferry  seems  to  be  best 
point  for  the  bridge,  all  things  considered,  and  it  seems  to  have  been 
unfortunate  that  it  was  not  jdaced  there  originally.  A much  smaller 
force  can  protect  it  there  than  here.  My  troops  are  passing  to  south 
side  of  river,  as  ordered,  and  General  Hooker  advised  of  their  posi- 
tion. I am  in  communication  with  General  Hooker,  who  was  at 
Brown’s  Ferry  this  a.  m.  My  aide-de-camf)  advises  me  at  12  Jii. 
to-day,  from  Whiteside’s,  that  General  Hooker  is  at  Lookout  Mount- 
ain and  that  all  is  quiet  in  front. ' I will  await  General  Hooker's 
orders  or  further  orders  from  General  Thomas. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

CHARLES  CRUFT, 
Brigadier- General,  Com7nanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  29,  1803. 

Brigadier-General  Cruft, 

Rankings  Ferry,  via  Jasper: 

Cross  your  division  on  the  bridge  at  Shellmound  and  join  General 
Hooker’s  command  near  Wauhatchie. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Thomas  ; 

C.  GODDARD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  , 

Chattanooga,  October  29,  1863 — 5.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker  : 

Have  ordered  signal  party  to  report  to  you  at  once.  Have  also 
ordered  two  additional  regiments  from  Col.  Daniel  McCook’s  brigade 
to  move  to  the  bridge  and  be  in  readiness  if  you  call  upon  them. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

. Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff'. 


Corinth,  October  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut  ; 

Colonel  Fuller  reports  that  rebels  followed  Engineer  regiment  to 
luka,  burning  railroad  up  to  that  point.  A considerable  force  is 
this  side  of  Bear  Creek, 

G.  M.  DODGE, 

B r Iga  d le  r-  Ge  neral. 
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Collierville,  October  30,  1863. 

Major-General  Hurlbut  : 

I have  just  returned.  • Will  be  in  Memphis  to-morrow.  Chalmers 
is  at  Oxford.  His  force  is  scattered  from  Belmont  to  Birmingham. 
He  will  concentrate  and  cross  the  Tallahatchie  within  five  days.  He 
is  jerking  beef  and  baking  bread  for  the  movement.  No  force  west 
of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  except  Richardson,  who  is  on 
Cherry  Creek,  8 miles  north  of  Pontotoc. 

Yours, 

BELL. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  31,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  Whitaker, 

Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps : 

You  will  move  with  your  entire  brigade  to  the  south  side  of  the 
river  and  establish  your  headquarters  at  Shellmound,  on  the  road  to 
Trenton,  and  relieve  the  forces  now  there.  The  latter  belong  to 
General  Geary’s  command,  and  on  being  relieved  by  your  regiments 
will  rejoin  its  division.  You  will  take  your  camp  and  garrison 
equipage  and  sufficient  supplies  to  serve  you  until  you  can  be  resup- 
plied from  Bridgeport.  You  will  report  at  Shellmound  to  Brig. 
Gen.  Charles  Cruft,  commanding  First  Division,  Fourth  Army 
Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Thomas  : 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Corinth,  October  31,  1863. 

General  Hurlbut  : 

General  Sherman  will  be  all  over  on  Monday,  and  I shall  com- 
mence crossing  on  that  day. 

G.  M.  DODGE, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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AliTERNATE  DESIGNATIONS 


OF 

ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS  VOLUME/ 


Abbott’s  (Ephraim  P.)  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  \st  liattalion,  Hat- 
ter y A. 

Abercrombie's  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  Wth  Regiment. 

Adams’ (Charles  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment, 
Colored. 

Adams’  (Robert  N.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  S\st  Regiment. 

Adams’  (Silas)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Adams’  (Wirt)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 

Aiken’s  (D.  Wyatt)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Aiken’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops^  Confederate,  (y'M  Regiment. 
Aldrich’s  (Simeon  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  44th  Regiment. 

Aleshire’s  (Charles  C.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  I'Sth  Battery. 

Alexander’s  (James  M. ) Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  Colored. 
Alger’s  (Amos  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  22d  Battery. 

Allen’s  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  14oth  Regiment. 

Amsberg’s  (George  von)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  45th  Regiment. 

Anderson  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Ibth  Regiment. 

Anderson’s  (Paul  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Baxter  Smith’s  Cavalry,  post. 

Anderson’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  60th  Begiikent. 

Anthony’s  (De  Witt  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  66th  Regiment. 

Armstrong’s  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Arndt’s  (Albert  F.  R.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Ashby’s  (H.  M. ) Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ashland  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops. 

Askew’s  (Frank)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Atkins’  (Smith  D.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  02d  Regiment. 

Atwell’s  (Charles  A.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Avery’s  (Isaac  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  4th  Regiment  {Avery’s). 

Ayres’  (Oliver  H.  P.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Battery. 

Babcock’s  (Walter  S.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery B. 

Bacon’s  (George  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Bacon’s  (George  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Bainbridge’s  (Edmund  C.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment, 
Battery  K. 

Baird’s  (John  P.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 

Baker’s  (Volney)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  S5th  Regiment. 

Baldwin’s  (Norman  A.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Ball’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  51si  Regiment. 

Ballinger’s  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 


References,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  to  index  following. 
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Banbury’s  (Jabez)  Infantry.  See  loiva  Troops,  liegmienl. 

Bancroft’s  (Eugene  A.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Rrgnlars,  4fh  Regiment,  Bal- 
ter g G. 

Barber’s  (Gersliouj  M.)  Sharpshooters.  See  Ohio  Troops,  iith  Compang. 

Barclay’s  (E.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Phillips  Legion,  post. 

Barksdale’s  (James  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  ^th  Regiment. 
Barnes’  (Sidney  M.)  Infantry,  ^ee  Keniuckg  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Barnett’s  (Charles  M.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Batter g I. 
Barnum’s  (William  L.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  11/1/  Regiment. 
Barret’s  (Overton  W.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Barrett’s  (Wallace  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  4ith  Regiment. 

Bart’s  Cavalry.  Oflicial  designation  not  of  record.  See Bart. 

Bartleson’s  (Frederick  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  100</i,  Regiment. 

Barton’s  (Charles  A.)  Sharpshooters.  See  Ohio  Troops,  8th  Compang. 

Baumbach’s  (Carl  Amn)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Bean’s  (Onslow)  Cavalry.  See  James  E.  Carter's  Cavalrg,  post. 

Beardsley’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  lOth  Regiment. 

Beck’s  (Arnold)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Beck’s  (Benjamin)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Bedford  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops. 

Bedtelyon’s  (Jacob)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Beebe’s  (Yates  V.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  10#//  Bat  ter  g. 

Belknap’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  Mth  Regiment. 

Bell’s  (Leroy  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops, ‘Sd  Regiment. 

Bell’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  loua  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Belt’s  (Jonathan)  Cavalry.  See  Kentnekg  Troops,  Union,  15#/i  Regiment. 

Benjamin’s  (Samuel  N.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment,  Bat- 
terg  E. 

Benson’s  (Rufus  S.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  S2d  Regiment. 

Berkey’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Biddle’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  6th  Regime7it. 

Biffle's  (Jacob  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Biggs’  (Jonathan)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  123d  Regiment. 

Birch’s  (William)  Infantry.  Gee  Ohio  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Bishop’s  (J  ml  sou  W.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Ti'oops,  2d  Regiment. 

Bishop’s  (Loomis  K.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  21s#  Regiment. 

Bissell’s  (Josiah  W.)  Engineers.  See  Missotu'i  Troops,  Union. 

Blake’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  49th  Regiment. 

Blakey’s  (D.  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confedei'ate,  Is#  Regiment. 
Blanden’s  (Leauder)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9bth  Regiment. 

Bles.singh’s  (Louis  von)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  37 th  Regiment. 

Bolton’s  (William  H.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Batterg  L. 
Bolton’s  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsglrania  Troops,  51s#  Regiment.  • 
Bonnaffon’s  (Augustus  B.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsglvania  Troops,  78th  Regiment. 
Boone’s  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Kentnekg  Troops,  Union, 28th  Regiment. 

Bouck’s  (Gabriel)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  18#/i  Regiment. 

Boughton’s  (Horace)  Infantry.  See  New  Toi’k  Troops,  143d  Regiment'. 

Bounds’  (.J.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Boutell’s  (Ira)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 

Bowles’  (Pinckney  D.)  Infantry.  See  Alabatna  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 
Bowman’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Bowman’s  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Boyd’s  (Carlisle)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Brady’s  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Ti'oops,  117th  Regiment. 

Brandon’s  (William  L.)  Infantry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  21s#  Regiment. 
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Bratton’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  iith  lieyiment. 

Brennan’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  ‘M  Retjimmi. 

Bridges’  (Lyman)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Britton’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Brooks  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Brott’s  (Elijah  C.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  8‘M  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (George  R.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Trooi)s,  9th  Battery. 

Brown’s  (Jack)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  59th  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Orlando,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  \4th  Regiment. 
Brown’s  (Oscar  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union  (Mississippi  Marine  Bri- 
gade), \st  Battalion. 

Brown’s  (Thomas  G.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  i)5th  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  70th  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  I68th  Regiment. 

Browne’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  45th  Regiment. 

Brownlow’s  (James  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  l,st  Regiment. 
Bruhn’s  (Anton)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops.  8th  Regiment. 

Brumback’s  (Jefferson)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  95th  Regiment. 

Bryant’s  (George  E.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  12tli  Regiment. 

Bryson’s  (Goldman)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union. 

Buckley’s  (William  W.)  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Buckner’s  (Allen)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 

Budd’s  (Joseph  L.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  ‘35th  Regiment. 

Buell’s  (George  P.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  58th  Regiment. 

Bulger’s  (M.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  47th  Regiment. 

Bullitt’s  (William  A.)  Infantry.*  See  Ohio  Troops,  G5th  Regiment. 

Burgh’s  (Henry  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Burke’s  (Patrick  E.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  66th  Regiment. 

Burroughs’  (William  H.)  Artillery.  See  Rhett  Artillery,  post. 

Burrows’  (Hamilton  H.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  14th  Battery. 

Burton’s  (George  ) Infantry.  See  loiea  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Butler’s  (Thomas  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Butt’s  (Edgar  M.)  Infantry.  Se'e  Georgia  Troops,  '2d  Regiment. 

Byington’s  (Cornelius)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Byrd’s  (Robert  K.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Regiment. 

Cahill’s  r James  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  \6th  Regiment. 

Call’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Callender’s  (Byron  M. ) Artillery . See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery D. 

Callicott’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (Calvin  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Campbell’s  (Franklin)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Slsf  Regiment. 

Capron’s  (Horace)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Carman’s  (Ezra  A.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troojys,  V3th  Regiment. 

Carpenter’s  (Daniel  A.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Carskaddon’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Carter’s  (James  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Case’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  129th  Regiment. 

Casement’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  193d  Regiment. 

Catterson’s  (Robert  F.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  97th  Regiment. 

Chalmers’  (A.  H.)  Cavalry.  8>ee  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  18th  Battalion. 
Champion’s  (Thomas  E.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops, ^96th  Regiment. 

Chandler’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  88th  Regiment. 

Chandler’s  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  35th  Regiment. 
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Chapman’s  (Claries  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  7ith  Regiment. 

Chapman’s  (Fletcher  H.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  7>\ 
Cheney’s  (John  T.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Isf  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Chess’  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2lst  Battery. 

Chew’s  (Robert  S.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  ^Oth  Regiment. 

Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Childress’  (James  A.)  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Is^  Battalion.  Bat- 
tery B. 

Christopher’s  (Alexander  C.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Church’s  (Josiah  W.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Claiborne’s  (James  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  37th  Battalion. 

Clark’s  (Andrew  H.)  Infantry.  See  EentucTcy  Troops,  Union,  VI th  Regiment. 

Clark’s  (Samuel  F.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  6th  Battery. 

Clarke’s  (Edward  Y.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  16th  Battalion. 

Clarke’s  ( J.  Lyle)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  dOth  Battalion. 

Clay’s  (Ezekiel  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion  Rifles. 
Clayton’s  (William  Z.)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Coates’  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See>!llmois  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Cobb’s  Legion.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Coburn’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Cochran’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  lAth  Regiment. 

Cockerill’s  (Giles  J.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Cogswell’s  (Leander  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 
Cogswell’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Cogswell’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Cole’s  (Amos  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Ti'oops,  1st  Regiment. 

Coleman’s  (David  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Sth  Regiment. 
Colgrove’s  (Silas)  Infantry,  See  Indiana  Troops,  27 th  Uejiment. 

Colvin’s  (John  H.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Comstock’s  (Lorin  L.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Conint’s  (Ellis)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Conant’s  (John  H.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Connell’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  17 th  Regiment. 

Conrad’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  16th  Regiment. 

Conyers’  (William  D.)  Infantry.  See  Cohb’s  Legion,  ante. 

Cook’s  (Gustave)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Cook’s  (John  B.)  Artillery.  See  Kansas  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Cooper’s  (Charles  S.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Cooper’s  (Joseph  A.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 

Cooper’s  (Wickliflfe)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Regiment. 

Corns’  (James  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Coward’s  (A.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Cox’s  (Nicholas  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cram’s  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  ^th  Regiment, 

Cramer’s  (John  F.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  17th  Regiment. 

Crandal’s  (Frederick  M.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Union,  16th  Regiment 
(Colored). 

Crane’s  (Nirom  M.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  167th  Regiment. 

Crawford’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Creighton’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Crofton’s  (Robert  E.  A.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  16tk  Regiment,  lat 
Battalion. 

Crosley’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Cross’  (William)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Cudney’s  (Albert)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  I. 
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Culbertson’s  (James  L.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  droops,  SOth  Regiment. 

Culver’s  (Joshua  B.)  Infantry,  See  Michigan  Troops,  VMh  Regiment. 

Cummings’  (Henry  J.  B.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Cummins’  (John  E.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  09th  Regiment. 

Curly’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  01  th  Regiment. 

Curtis’ (Isaac  W.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1«^  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Curtiss’  (Frank  S.)  Infantry..  See  Illinois  Troops,  V27ih  Regiment. 

Cushing’s  (Harry  C.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Cutcheon’s  (Byron  M.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Dachsel’s  (Gustave)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Isi  Regiment,  Battery  (J. 
Daugherty’s  (Ferdinand  H.)  Cavalry.  See  (ieorge  G.  Dihrell's  Cavalry,  post. 
Davenport’s  (Stephen)  Cavalry.  See  Miss issipjri  Troops,  Confederate. 

David’s  (James  1.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  0th  Regiment. 

Davidson’s  (George  S.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops. 

Davidson’s  (James  I.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Davis’  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  51s^  Regiment. 

Davis’  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Davitte’s  (S.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Dawley’s  (Richard  L.)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Dawson’s  (Mathew  M.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 
Dayton’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  West  Virginia  Troops,  Ath  Regiment. 

Dean’s  (Benjamin  D.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  26th  Regiment. 

Dean’s  (Henry  S.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Dearborn’s  (Abraham  T.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regi- 
ment {Colored). 

De  Gress’  (Francis)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  l8^  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Deimling’s  (Francis  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 
Demarest’s  (Samuel  L.)  Infantry  See  Michigan  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Dement’s  (Curtin)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Denning’s  (Benjamin  F.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  22d  Battery. 

Devol’s  (Hiram  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  36th  Regiment. 

Deweese’s  (John  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  Ath  Regiment. 

Dibrell’s  (George  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Dick’s  (George  F.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  86th  Regiment. 

Dickenson’s  (Crispin)  Artillery.  See  Ringgold  Artillery,  post. 

Dickerman’s  (Willard  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 
Dickerson’s  (Christopher  J.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 
Dickson’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  6th  Regi- 
ment. 

Dilger’s  (Hubert)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Dillard’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Hilliard's  Legion,  2d  Battalion,  post. 

Dilworth’s  (Caleb  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  86th  Regiment. 

Doan’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  10l8^  Regiment. 

Dodds’  (Ozro  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Union,  Is^  Regiment. 

Donald’s  (G.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Regiment. 
Doolittle’s  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 
Dornblaser’s  (Benjamin)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  A6th  Regiment. 

Dow’s  (Tristram  T.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  112th  Regiment. 

Downs’  (Edward  C.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Draper’s  (William  F.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  36th  Regiment. 

Driscoll’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2Ath  Regiment. 

Du  Bose’s  (Dudley  M.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Duckworth’s  ( W.  L. ) Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Dunlevy’s  (James  A.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Dunn’s  (David  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 
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Durand’s  (Charles  M.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Dustin’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  lO^th  Regiment. 

Earl’s  (R.  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Eastman’s  (Harry  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Edgarton’s  (Warren  P.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Edgerly’s  (Henry  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  Sfh  Regiment. 

Edie’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  l^th  Regiment,  2d  Battalion. 
Edmundson’s  (Henry  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  27th  Battalion. 

Edwards’  (Charles  G.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  105//t  Regiment. 

Edwards’  (John,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  M Regiment,  Batteries 
L and  M. 

Elgin  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Elliott’s  (Marcus  D.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  Is^  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Ellis’  (John)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  1^^  Regiment. 

Elstner’s  (George  R.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  iSOth  Regiment. 

Ely’s  (John  J.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Ely’s  (Ralph)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Engineer  Battalion,  23d  Army  Corps.  See  Oliver  S.  McClure. 

Erdelmeyer’s  (Frank)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Erwin’s  (Samuel  C.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Esembaux’s  (Michael)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 

Eve’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  49fh  Regiment. 

Ewing’s  (Frank  M.)  Infantry.  8ee  Alabama  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment  {Colored). 
Ewing’s  (Martin  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Faulkner’s  (John  K.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 
Ferguson’s  (Milton  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Fickling’s  (William  W.)  Artillery.  See  Brooks  Artillery,  ante. 

Fiser’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Regiment. 
Fisher’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  74th  Regiment. 

Fitch’s  (John  A.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Regiment,  Battery  E.  , 

Fitch’s  (William  T.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Fitz  Gibbon’s  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Flad’s  (Henry)  Engineers.  See  Josiah  W.  BisselVs  Engineers,  ante. 

Fletcher’s  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  ‘Slst  Regiment. 
Flood’s  (James  P.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Floyd’s  (WattW.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  and2^d  Regi- 
ments. 

Flynn’s  (John)  Infantry,  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

Folk’s  (George  N.)  Cavalry,  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 
Forsberg’s  (Augustus)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  61st Regiment . 

Foster’s  (John  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Company. 

Foulk’s  (William  L.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  46th  Regiment. 

Fox’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  lOlsf  Regiment. 

Fox’s  (Perrin  V.)  Engineers.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Foy’s  (James  C.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  23d  Regiment. 

Freeman’s  (S.  L.)  Artillery.  See  A.  L.  Huggins’  Artillery,  post. 

Froelich’s  (George)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Battery. 

Fulton’s  (Robert  A.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 

Fyffe’s  (Edward  P.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Gaines’  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  66th  Regiment. 

Gambee’s  (Charles  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  66th  Regiment. 

Garrard’s  (Israel)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Garten’s, (Zimry  V.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  918#  Regiment. 

Gary’s  (Marco  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Is#  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Gary’s  (Martin  W.)  Infantry.  See  Hampton  Legion,  post. 
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Gault’s  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  Keniucki/  Troops,  Union,  Idth  liepiment. 

Geary’s  (Edward  R.)  Artillery.  See  rennstflrania  Troops,  Battery  K. 

George’s  ( J.  Z.)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  iyth  Regiment. 
Gibson’s  (Horatio  G.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Regimert. 

Gifford’s  (Ira  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Gilbert’s  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Giles’  (James)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Gillespie’s  (Hamilton  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  oOth  Regiment. 

Gillmore’s  (Robert  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2(Hh  Regiment. 

Gimber’s  (Frederick  L.)  Infantry.  See  Fennsylrania  Troops,  109//«  Regiment. 

Gist’s  (Joseph  F.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  V)th  Regiment. 

Gist’s  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  Soiith  Carolina  Troops,  15///  Regiment. 

Gittings’  (Erskine)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  ‘M  Regiment,  Batteries  L 
and  M. 

Gleason’s  (Newell)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  87th  Regiment. 

Glenn’s  (Luther  J.)  Infantry.  See  CohWs  Legion,  ante. 

Godard’s  (Abel)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  60//t  Regiment. 

Goggans’  (E.  J.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Gooding’s  (Michael)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Goodrich’s  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  Ist Regiment. 

Goodspeed’s  (Wilbur  F.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Gorgas’  (Adam  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  V.Uh  Regiment. 

Graham’s  (Felix  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  bth  Regiment. 

Gray’s  (Horace)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Gray’s  (Samuel  F. ) Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  49th  Regiment. 

Greathouse’s  (Lucien)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  48th  Regiment. 

Green’s  (George)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  78th  Regiment. 

Green’s  (John  U.)  Cavalry.  See  Robert  V.  Richardsoids  Cavalry,  post. 

Greenwood’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  381h  Regiment. 

Griffin’s  (Daniel  F.)  Infantry.  8>ee Indiana  Troops,  38th  Regiment. 

Griffin’s  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  18th  Regiment. 
Griffiths’  (Henry  H.)  Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Grinager’s  (Mons)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Gwynne’s  (A.  D.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  38th  Regiment. 
Hadlock’s  (Alva  R.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Hale’s  (Francis  E.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Hale’s  (Luther  F.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  Is/  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Hall’s  (Hiram  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  40th  Regiment. 

Halpin’s  (William  G.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  15///.  Regiment. 

Ham’s  (T.  W.)  Cavalry.  Mississipjn  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hambrick’s  (J.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 
Hamilton’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Phillips  Legion,  post. 

Hamilton’s  (William  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Hammerstein’s  (Herbert  von)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  78th  Regiment. 
Hampson’s  (James  B.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  124th  Regvnent. 

Hampton  Legion.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Hardiman’s  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Iroops,  Union,  23d  Regiment. 
Hare’s  (Christopher  0.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  34th  Regiment. 
Hargrave’s  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  91s/  Regiment. 

Harmon’s  (Oscar  F.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  123th  Regiment. 

Harney’s  (Selby)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  34th  Regiment. 

Harris’  (Samuel  J.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  19th  Battery. 

Harris’  (William  C.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  38fh  Regiment. 

Harris’  (William  C.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Battalion. 

Harrison’s  (Benjamin)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 
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Harrison’s  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  ‘.i9th  Regiment. 

Hart’s  (John  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  Qtli  Regiment. 

Hawes’  (John  J.)  Artillery.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  E. 

Hawkes’  (George  P.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  9\st  Regiment. 

Hawkins’  (Isaac  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  1th  Regiment. 

Hawley’s  (Chauncey  G.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Hawley’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops, 'id  Regiment. 

Hawn’s  (Alfred  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  llith  Regiment. 

Haymond’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  I8th  Regiment,  2d  Bat- 
talion.  ' 

Hays’  (Jacob  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 

Hays’  (William  H.)  Infantry.  8>ee  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  19th  Regiment. 
Hazletine’s  (Ross  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  69th  Regiment. 

Heath’s  (Albert)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 

Heath’s  (Thomas  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Heinrichs’  (Gustav)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Regiment. 

Henagan’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 
Henderson’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  iid  Regiment. 

Henderson’s  (M.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Henderson’s  (Paris  P.)  Infantry.  See  Lma  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Henry’s  (Edward  P.)  Infantry.  8iee  Ohio  Troops,  89th  Regiment. 

Henry’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  89th  Regiment. 

Henshaw’s  (Edward  C.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Hepburn’s  (William  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Herrick’s  (Thomas  P.)  Cavali;y.  See  Kansas  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Hewett’s  (JohnM.)  Artillery.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  B. 

Hill’s  (John  L.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2Ath  Battery. 

Hill’s  (Sylvester  G.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  35th  Regiment. 

Hilliard’s  Legion.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hillier’s  (Edward  G.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Hills’  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  A5th  Regiment. 

Hoblitzell’s  (William  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 
Hobson’s  (William  E.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  V3th  Regiment. 
Hodge’s  (Walter  G. ) Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  65th  Regiment. 

Hodges’  (Wesley  C.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Holder’s  (William  D.)  Infantry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Regiment. 
Holman’s  (William  C.)  Infantry.  See  Vermont  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Holmes’  (James  T.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Holmes’  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  7 Ath  Regiment. 

Holt’s  (Willis  C.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Horner’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Alst  Regiment. 

Hoskins’  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 

Hovis’ (L.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  Ist  Regiment,  Partisan 
Rangers. 

Howe’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  32d  Regiment, 

Hubbard  s (Hiram  F.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Hubbard’s  (Lucius  F.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Huggins’  (A.  L.)  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hugunin’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Hull’s  (James  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 

Humphrey’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Hunter’s  (Morton  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  82d  Regiment.  ^ 

Hurd’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Hurd’s  (Orrin  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  '30th  Regiment. 

Hurlbut’s  (Frederick  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  57th  Regiment, 
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Hurst’s  (Fielding)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 

Hurst’s  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Hurt's  (Harrison  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 

Hurt’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  24th  Regiment. 

Huston’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 

Hutchins’  (N.  L.,  jr.)  Sharpshooters.  See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 

Hutchins’  (Rue  P.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  94ih  Regiment. 

Hutchison’s  (Jonathan)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Ijams’  (John  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Battalion. 

Innes’  (William  P.)  Engineers.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Ireland’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  121  th  Regiment. 

Ison’s  (F.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Jackson’s  (Allan  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  V24ih  Regiment. 

Jackson’s  (Ezra  P.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 

Jackson’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  118</t  Regiment. 

Jackson’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  W.  L.  DnckwortU s Cavalry,  ante. 

Jacobs’  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

James’  (George  S.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 

Jarvis’  (Dwight,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Jenkins’  (Jeremiah  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  31st  Regiment, 

Jessee’s  (George  M.)  Rifles.  S>ee  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 

John’s  (Howard  D.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  12^th  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (Andrew  J.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve.  Corps. 
Johnson’s  (Calvin  R.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (Thomas)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battalion,  Rifles. 
Johnson’s  (William  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 
Jones’  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  76th  Regiment. 

Jones’  (Theodore)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Jones’  (William)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 

Jones’  (William  T.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Jordan’s  (Thomas  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  dth  Regiment. 

Jordan’s  (Tyler  C.)  Artillery.  See  Bedford  Artillery,  ante. 

Kammerling’s  (Gustave)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Kaufman’s  (Daniel  B.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  48th  Regiment. 

Keegan’s  (Patrick  H.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Kelly’s  (Joseph  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  107tli.  Regiment. 

Kelly’s  (Robert  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 

Kelly’s  (Solomon  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Kendrick’s  (Frank  A.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment  {Colored). 
Kendrick’s  (William  G. ) Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 
Kennard’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Kennedy’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment, 

Kennett’s  (Henry  G. ) Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 

Kerr’s  (Lucien  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Ketcham’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  160th  Regiment. 

Keteltas’  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  16th  Regiment,  1st  Battalion, 
Ketner’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Key’s  (J.  C.  G.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Kilgour’s  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  76th  Regiment. 

Kilpatrick’s  (Franklin  W. ) Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
King’s  (John  F.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  114th  Regiment 
Kingsbury’s  (Henry  D.)  Infantry,  See  Ohio  Troops,  14ih  Regiment. 

Kinney’s  (Nathaniel  C.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  18t^  Regiment, 
^Kirby’s  (Isaac  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  IQlst  Regiment. 
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Kirkpatrick’s  (M.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  51s«  Eegiment, 
Kirkpatrick’s  (Samuel  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  72d  Regiment. 

Kise’s  (William  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  116<^  Regiment. 

Kitchen’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9Sth  Regiment. 

Kitten’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  58th  Regiment. 

Klein’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Knap’s  (Joseph  M.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Knefler’s  (Frederick)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 

Knight’s  (Chester  K.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2lst  Regiment. 

Konkle’s  (Andrew  J.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Isi  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Kraus’  (William)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 

La  Grange’s  (Oscar  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Lake’s  (Jarvis  N.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Lamberg’s  (Carl  A.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops  {Colored),  2d  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Landgraeber’s  (Clemens)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment,  Bat- 
ten] F. 

Lane’s  (James  C.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  lQ2d  Regiment. 

Lane’s  (John  Q.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  97th  Regiment. 

Lane’s  (Philander  P.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Langdon’s  (Bassett)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  \st  Regiment. 

Langen's  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Atli  Regiment. 

Larison’s  (Thomas  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Lauck’s  (James  F.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  33d  Regiment. 

Law’s  (Jesse  S.)  Artillery.*  See  Jesse  S.  Late. 

Lawson’s  (Joseph  J.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  77th  Regiment. 

Ledig’s  (August)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  75th  Regiment. 

Lee’s  (Benry  S.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Le  Gendre’s  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  51st  Regiment. 
Lennard’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 

Lesslie’s  (Joseph  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Lilly’s  (Eli)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  18th  Battery. 

Lilly’s  (Henry  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  14th  Regiment. 

Lister’s  (Frederick  W. ) Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  3\st  Regiment. 

Little’s  (F.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Lockman’s  (John  T.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  119th  Regiment. 

Logan’s  ('John)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Logie’s  (William  K.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  14l8t  Regiment. 

Loomis’  (Reuben)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Love’s  (James  R.)  Infantry.  See  W.  H.  Thomas^  Legion,  post. 

Love’s  (S.  Palace)  Infantry.  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  llth  Regiment. 

Lowell’s  (John  W. ) Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Lowry’s  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  197th  Regiment. 

Lowry’s  (William  M.)  Artillery.  See  Fir  gin  ia  Troops. 

Lusk’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  19th  Regiment. 

Lyman’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  113th  Regiment. 

Lyon’s  (William  P.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Me  Afee’s  (A.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  George  M.  lessee’s  Rifles,  ante. 

McAloon’s  (Peter  A.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 
McArthur’s  (Allen  D.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  129th  Regiment. 

McArthur’s  (James  N.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

McBride’s  (A.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  19th  Reg irnfnt. 

McClanahan’s  (John  W. ) Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  53d  Regiment. 

McClung’s  (Hugh  Ij.  W.  ) Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

McClure’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 
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McConnelTs  (Henry  K.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Hist  Regiment. 

McConnell’s  (Sylvester  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  27th  Battalion. 
McCook’s  (Anson  G.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

McCown’s  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry,  Illinois  Troops,  QM  Regiment. 

McCullocli’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 
McCulloch’s  (Robert  A.)  Cavalry,  See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 
McDowell’s  (Samuel  M.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  B. 
McBlroy’s  (Kennon)  Infantry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  I3th  Regiment. 
McEwen’s  (John  L.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troogys,  Confederate,  2bth  and  i4th 
Regiments. 

McFadden’s  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  41s/.  Regiment. 
McGlashan’s  (Peter)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  50//i  Regiment. 

McGroarty’s  (Stephen  J.)  Infantry.  Sep  Ohio  Troops,  61s/  Regiment. 

McGuirk’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment  (State). 
Mcllvain’s  (Alexander)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  64//i  Regiment. 

Mclntire’s  (James)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Mclntire’s  (William  T.  B.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

McIntyre’s  (Duncan)  Infantry,  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 
McIntyre’s  (James  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment. 
McKamy’s  (James  A.)  Infantry.  See  W.  H.  Thomas^  Legion,  post. 

McKenzie’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

McKiiight’s  (Joseph)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  5th  Battery. 

McLaughlin’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops. 

McLean’s  (John  D.)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  8th  Battery. 

McLennan’s  (John  D.)  Infantry.  See  Hilliard'’ s Legion,  ante,  4th  Battalion;  also  59//t 
Alabama. 

McMahon’s  (Thomas)  Infantry,  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  \lth  Regiment. 
McManomy’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 

McMillan’s  (Robert)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Madison  Artillery.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Confederate. 

Magee’s  (David  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  86th  Regiment. 

Main’s  (Zalmon  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Malmborg’s  (Oscar)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  55th  Regiment. 

Malone’s  (James  C.,  jr.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regiment. 
Manderson’s  (Charles  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops.Wth  Regiment. 

Mann’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Is/  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Manning’s  (Van  H.)  Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Marsh’s  (Jason)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  74th  Regiment. 

Marshall’s  (Alexander)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Is/  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Mai'tin’s  (James  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  lll//i  Regiment. 

Martin’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Matson’s  (Courtland  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Mattingly’s  (Ignatius  E.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  26th  Regiment. 
MaufF’s  (August)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Mauldin’s  (T.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

May’s  (A.  J.)  Mounted  Rifles.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 

Meiine’s  (James  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Melton’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Metham’s  (Pren)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  80th  Regiment. 

Meumann’s  (Theodore)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Meyers’  (Ernest  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Miles’  (Jonathan  R.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Miller’s  (Alexander  J. ) Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Miller’s  (Madison)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  'Troops,  Union,  18ih  Regiment. 

Miller’s  (Silas)  Infantry.  Illinois  Tr(.ops,  36th  Regiment. 

Mills’  (James  K.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  24th  Regiment. 


864  KY.,  SW.  VA.,  TENN.,  M188.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  N.  GA.  [Chai*.  XLIII. 

Milward’s  (Hubbard  K.)  Infantry.  See  Kentuckif  Troops,  Union,  ISth  liegiment. 
Mims’ (David  A.)  Infantry,  ^ee  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2Qth  Regiment. 

Mindil’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Mitchell’s  (W.  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate,  X'Sth  Battalion. 
Mizner’s  (Henry  R.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  lAtli  Regiment. 

Montgomery’s  (William  S.j  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 
Moody’s  (George  V.)  Artillery.  See  Madison  Artillery,  ante. 

Moody’s  (Young  M.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  Regiment. 
Mooney’s  (Patrick  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Alpheus  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  A\th  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Jesse  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  \\6th  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Jonathan  B.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Le  R ty)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  72d  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Oscar  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (Risdon  M.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  \17tli  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Moreland’s  (M.  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troojjs,  Confederate. 

Morgan’s  (Otbo  H.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Morrison’s  (E.  M.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  15^/<  Regiment. 

Morton’s  (G.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  H.  M.  Ashby's  Cavalry,  ante. 

Mott’s  (Samuel  R.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  67th  Regiment. 

Moyers’  (Gilbert)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  M Regiment. 

Mueller’s  (Alexander)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ath  Regiment. 
Mueller’s  (Michael)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  6th  Battery. 

Muhlenberg’s  (Edward  D.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment, 
Battery  F. 

Mullen’s  (Bernard  F.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  '^6th  Regimetit. 

Munn’s  (W.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  41sf  Regiment. 

Murray’s  (Albert  M.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regimen,,,  Battery  F. 
Myers’  (James  H.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  23d  Battery. 

Nance’s  (James  D.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Naylor’s  (William  A.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  lOth  Battery. 

Neely’s  (James  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Neet’s  (F.  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  10/^  Regiment. 

NefFs  (Andrew  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  SAth  Regiment. 

Neff’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  88th  Regiment.  * 

Neville’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  80th  Regiment. 

Neville’s  (John  W.)  Artillery.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  C. 

Newbold’s  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  \Ath  Regiment. 

Newell’s  (Nathaniel  M.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Nicholas’  (Thomas  P. ) Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Nicklin’s  (Benjamin  S.)  ArtiUery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  IWi  Battery. 

Nolte’s  (John  F.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  lAth  Regiment. 

Northup’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  29d  Regiment. 

Noyes’  (Edward  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  \\9th  Regiment. 

Oates’  (William  C.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  16th  Regiment. 
Oliver’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Oliver’s  (William  S.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  7ih  Regiment. 

O’Meara’s  (Timothy)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9(jth  Regiment. 

Opdycke’s  (Emerson)  Infantry.  Se^  Ohio  Troops,  126th  Regiment. 

Organ’s  (Henry  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment, 
Colored. 

Osborne’s  (Milton  A.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  20th  Battery. 

Otey  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops. 

Otto’s  (John)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  20th  Battery. 

Overton’s  (Edward,  Jr.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  60th  Regiment., 
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Owens’  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops^  86th  Regiment. 

Owens’  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kentuckg  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 
Packer’s  (Warren  W.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Palmer’s  (David  J.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Palmer’s  (William  J. ) Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Pardee’s  (Ario,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lllth  Regiment. 

Pardue’s  (W.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Stephen  Davenport’s  Cavalry,  ante. 

Parker’s  (Nathan)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  Ath  Regiment. 
Parker’s  (William  W.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops. 

Parkhurst’s  (John  G.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Parrott’s  (James  C.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Parry’s  (Augustus  C.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  A7th  Regiment. 

Patrick’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Patrick’s  (Matthewson  T. ) Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Patten’s  (Thomas  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Isf  Regiment. 

Patterson’s  (James  W.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Trooxm,  Battery. 

Patton’s  (Charles  U.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troojis,  6d  Regiment. 

Pearson’s  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 
Pearson’s  (Robert  N.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Zlst  Regiment. 

Pease’s  (William  H. ) Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Isi  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Peats’  (Frank  F.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Peck’s  (Elijah  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Trodps,  6th  Regiment. 

Peckham’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  29th  Regiment. 

Peebles’  (Hubert  F.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Peeples’  (Tyler  M.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops,  9th  Battalion,  Battery  D. 
Peirce's  (Ebenezer  W.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 
Perry’s  (William  F.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  AAth  Regiment. 
Peter’s  (Richard  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  131s^  Regiment. 

Peters’  (William  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Pettit’s  (Willis  H.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  Ath  Battery. 

Phillips’  (Jesse  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Phillips’  (John  C.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  M. 

Phillips  Legion.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Phillips’  (Robert  E.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Colored. 
Pickands’  (James)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  VZAtli  Regiment. 

Pickens’  (William  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 
Piepho’s  (Carlo)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  lO'th  Regiment. 

Pillow’s  (Parker  B.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troopts,  12Qth  Regiment. 

Pioneer  Brigade.  See  James  Sir  Clair  Morton. 

Piper’s  (John)  Sharpshooters.  See  Michigan  Troogjs,  l.s^  Regiment. 

Plessner’s  (Henry)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Poole’s  (David)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  11th  Regiment. 

Potts’  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Powell’s  (Eugene)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  66th  Regiment. 

Powell’s  (Lemon  S.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Powell’s  (R.  M.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Powell’s  (Walter  H.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Powers’  (Oliver  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Prather’s  (Allen  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Prescott’s  (Mark  H.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Presdee’s  (Joseph  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Price’s  (Samuel  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2\st  Regiment. 
Prince’s  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Purcell’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 
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Purington’s  (George  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Putnam’s  (Azro  C.)  Artillery.  See  Edward  C.  Henshaiv’s  Artillery,  ante. 

Putnam’s  (Douglas,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Putnam’s  (Holden)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9M  Regiment. 

Putnam’s  (James  F.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  8ih  Battery. 

Raffen’s  (Alexander  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Rainey’s  (A.  T.)  Infantry.  See  Texas  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Randall’s  (Charles  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  li9th  Regiment. 

Ray’s  (Daniel  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Reed’s  (Joseph  E.  ) Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Reeve’s  (Edwin  F.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  loth  Battery. 

Reeve’s  (Felix  A.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Reynolds’  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  IQth  Regiment. 

Rheinlander’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2bth  Regiment. 

Rhett  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rice’s  (Richard)  Cavalry.  See  William  McLaughlin’s  Cavalry,  ante. 

Rice’s  (William  G.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Battalion. 
Richardson’s  (Robert  V.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rickards’  (William,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Rider’s  (Godfrey,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Rinaker’s  (John  I.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  122d  Regiment. 

Ringgold  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops. 

Ritter’s  (Richard)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

Roberts’  (Aurelius)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  ‘SOth  Regiment. 

Robie’s  (Oliver  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Ath  Regiment. 

Robinson’s  (George)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  Isf  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Robinson’s  (George  J.)  Artillery.  See  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Artillery,  ante. 
Robinson’s  (James  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  82d  Regiment. 

Robinson’s  (Milton  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  7oth  Regiment. 

Robinson’s  (Solomon  S.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  l^th  Regiment,  2d 
Battalion. 

Roby’s  (Jacob  W.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Roemer’s  (Jacob)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

Rogers’  (George  C.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Ibth  Regiment. 

Rogers’  (James  C.)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  123d  Regiment. 

Roper’s  (William  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  0th  Regiment. 

Ross’  (Francis  M.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Ross’  (George  E.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  AOth  Regiment. 

Ross’  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Rowett’s  (Richard)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Rudd’s  (Oscar  F.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Ruehle’s  (John  V.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Ruff’s  (S.  Z.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Ruggles’  (James  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Rumsey’s  (Israel  P.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Russell’s  (Francis  L.  D.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery M. 

Russell’s  (Roswell  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
Rutishauser’s  (Isaac)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  b8th  Regiment. 

Salim’s  (Nicholas)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Isi  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Salomon’s  (Edward  S.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  82d  Regiment. 

Sanford’s  (John  W.  A.)  Infantry.  See  Hilliard’s  Legion,  ante,  3d  Battalion;  also  60t/i 
Alabama. 

Santmyer’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union, 2d  Regiment. 
Sawyers’  (John  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regitnent. 
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Schueler’s  (Giistavus)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  \st  Jieyiment,  Battery  G. 
Schultz’s  (Frederick)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Ileyiinent,  Battery  M. 
Scobey’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops.  GSth  Ileyiment. 

Scott’s  (Joseph  A.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  ISth  Battery. 

Scranton’s  (Leonidas  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Scruggs’  (L.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  Atk  Regiment. 

Scully’s  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  lOth  Regiment. 

Sealy’s  (Robert  P.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Aoth  Regiment. 

Segebarth’s  (Pennsylvania)  Artillery.  Hee  Daniel  R.  IValling’s  Artillery,  post. 
Sehlen’s  (John  C.  H.  von)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  \bth  Battery. 

Seidel’s  (Charles  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  '.Id  Regiment. 

Seley’s  (Abel  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops, lAh  Regiment. 

Serviere’s  (Alphons)  Infantry.  See  Neio  York  Troops,  AOth  Regiment. 

Shafer’s  (Henry  W.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2Ath  Battery. 

Shane’s  (James  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  9Sth  Regiment. 

Shane’s  (.John)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  V.ith  Regiment. 

Shanks’  (John  P.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Shaw’s  (Joseph)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Shedd’s  (Warren)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  ^Oth  Regiment. 

Sheetz’s  (Josiah  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Sheffield’s  (James  L.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  ASth  Regiment. 
Sheldon’s  (Stephen  H.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  15/7/  Regiment. 
Shelley’s  (James  T.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 
Sherwood’s  (Isaac  R.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  Allth  Regiment. 

Shields’  (.Joseph  C.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  IMh  Battery. 

Simmons’  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Union,  \st  Regiment  {Colored). 
Simms’  (.lames  P.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  53d  Regiment. 

Simonson’s  (Peter)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  5th  Battery. 

Simpson’s  (Samuel  P.)  Infantry.  See  Missoivri  Troops,  Union,  17th  and  31st  Regi- 
ments. 

Sims’  (Josejih  A.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  2Ath  Battery. 

Sipes’  (William  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Skinner’s  (Lucius  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Siemens’  (W.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment, 

Slemp’s  (Campbell)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  5Ath  Regiment. 

Slevin’s  (Patrick  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1007/^  Regiment. 

Sloan’s  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  12Ath  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Arthur  A.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  83d  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Baxter)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Smith’s  (Charles  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  V3th  Regiment,  1st  Bat- 
talion. 

Smith’s  (C.  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  35th  Battalion. 

Smith’s  (Emil)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  Regiment  {Col- 
ored). 

Smith’s  (Frank  G.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Battery  I. 
Smith’s  (Franklin  C.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Frederick  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  18th  Regiment,  ls7  Bat- 
talion. 

Smith’s  (Jason  B.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Smith’s  (John  T.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  31s^  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Milo)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (W.  Huntington)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  25th  Regiment, 
Spaulding’s  (Benjamin  J.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  37th  Regiment. 
Spaulding’s  (Zeph.  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 
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Spearman’s  (Cornelius  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  Ath  Eegiment. 

Spencer’s  (George  W.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Isi  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Spicer’s  (Newell  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kansas  Troops,  Isi  Regiment. 

Spooner’s  (Benjamin  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  83(Z  Regiment. 

Spooner’s  (Edmund  D.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  bth  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery H. 

Sprague’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 

Stafford’s  (Joab  A.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Stanley’s  (Timothy  E.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  ISth  Regiment. 

Starling’s  (Edmund  A.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  35th  Regiment. 
Steinhausen’s  (Albert  von)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 

Sterl’s  (Oscar  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  lOAth  Regiment. 

Stewart’s  (William  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  65th  Regiment. 

Stibbs’  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Stockdale’s  (Thomas  R. ) Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stockton’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  12d  Regiment. 

Stokes’  (William  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 

Stone’s  (George  A.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Stout’s  (Alexander  M.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  11  th  Regiment. 
Sudsburg’s  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 
Sullivan’s  (John)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Sullivant’s  (Lyne  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  113th  Regiment. 

Suman’s  (Isaac  C.  B.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Sutermeister’s  (Arnold)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  11th  Battery. 

Sutherland’s  (Bliss)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops;  113th  Regiment. 

Swanwick’s  (Francis)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Swayne’s  (Wager)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  43d  Regiment. 

Tafel’s  (Gustavus)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  106^/i  Regiment. 

Taggart’s  (Wesford)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Tallerday’s  (David  S.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union  {Mississippi  Marine 
Brigade),  1st  Regiment. 

Tannrath’s  (Benjamin ) Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  I. 
Taylor’s  (Jacob  E.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  40//(  Regiment. 

Taylor’s  (Marsh  B.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Taylor’s  (Osmond  B.)  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops. 

Taylor’s  (Samuel  E.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  119th  Regiment. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  First  Cavalry.  See  James  E.  Cartels  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  First  [Seventh]  Cavalry.  See  W.  L.  DuckwortUs  Cavalry, 
ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Second  Cavalry.  See  H.  M.  Ashby’s  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fourth  [Eighth]  Cavalry.  See  Baxter  Smith’s  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Eighth  [Thirteenth]  Cavalry.  See  George  G.  DihrelVs 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Ninth  [Nineteenth]  Cavalry.  See  Jacob  B.  Biffle’s  Ca’Calry, 
ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Tenth  Cavalry.  See  Nicholas  N.  Cox’s  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Twelfth  Cavalry.  See  Robert  V.  Richardson’s  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Thirteenth  Cavalry.  See  James  J.  Neely’s  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tenney’s  (O.  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battalion,  Rifles. 
Thielemann’s  (Christian)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  16ih  Regiment. 

Thomas’  (De  Witt  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Thomas’  (Henry  P.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Thomas’  (Hubbard  T.)  Artillery.  See  Wilder  Artillery,  post. 

Thomas’  (W.  H.)  Legion.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Thomasson’s  (Theodore  S.)  Artillery.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  A. 
Thompson’s  (J.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  21th  Battalion. 
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Thompson’s  (R.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  'M  Regiment 
Thomson’s  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  6ith  Regiment. 

Thomson’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Rifles. 
Thurmond’s  (J.  G.)  Cavalry.  See  James  J.  Neely’s  Cavalry,  ante. 

Tiemeyer’s  (John  H.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Tillson’s  (John)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Tindall’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  O'M  Regiment. 

Titus’  (Herbert  B.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Tobey’s  (Thomas  F.)  Infantry.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Topping’s  (E.  Hibbard)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  110th  Regiment. 

Torrey’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops^  Regiment. 

Tourtellotte’s  (John  E.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Towers’  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Trafton’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Trapp’s  (Nicholas)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Treanor’s  (John  L.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  bth  Regiment. 

Trimble’s  (Edwin)  Cavalry.  See  A.  J.  May’s  Mounted  Rifles,  ante. 

Trimmier’s  (Theodore  G.)  Infantry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  41st  Regiment. 
Tripp’s  (Stephen  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  IVoops,  11th  Regiment. 

Troy’s  (Daniel  S.)  Infantry.  See  Billiard’s  Legion,  ante,  Battalion. 

True’s  (Clinton  J.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  49th  Regiment. 

Trusler’s  (Gilbert)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  Mth  Regiment. 

Tapper’s  (Nathan  W.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  119th  Regiment. 

Turner’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  108i/t  Regiment. 

Utley’s  (William  L.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Van  Dyke’s  (R.  S.)  Cavalry.  See  James  E.  Carter’s  Cavalry,  ante. 

Vanosdol’s  (Robert  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Van  Tassell’s  (Oscar)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  Mth  Regiment. 

Vantine’s  (Charles  H.  ) Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Voris’  (Jeremiah)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Battery. 

Waddell’s  (J.  D.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Walcutt’s  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  49th  Regiment. 

Wales’  (Nathaniel)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  ‘S9th  Regiment. 

Walker’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Walker’s  (David  N.)  Artillery.  See  Otey  Artillery,  ante. 

Walker’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  ante. 

Walker’s  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  111th  Regiment. 
Walker’s  (W.  C.)  Infantry.  See  W.  H.  Thomas’  Legion,  ante. 

Wallace’s  (Martin  R.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Wallace’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Waller’s  (Thomas  B.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  29th  Regiment. 
Waller’s  (Wiley)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  19th  Regiment. 

Walling’s  (Daniel  P.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union  (Mississippi  Marine 
Brigade). 

Walworth’s  (Nathan  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Wangelin’s  (Hugo)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 

Ward’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  27th  Regiment. 

Ward’s  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Warmoth’s  (Henry  C.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  29th  and  32d  Regiments. 
Warner’s  (Lewis  D.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  194th  Regiment. 

Warner’s  (Willard)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 

Waters’  (Louis  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  84th  Regiment. 

^Weaver’s  (James  B.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Webster’s  (Joseph  R.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  88tli  Regiment. 

Weems’  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Welman’s  (Wilford  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 
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Welsh’s  (Pinckney  J.)  Infantry,  Illinois  Troops,  56tJi  Regiment. 

Welton’s  (Henry  S.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  19th  Regiment,  1st  Bat- 
talion. 

West’s  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  31st  Regiment. 

Wever’s  (Clark  R.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  lltJi  Regiment. 

Wheeler’s  (Joseph  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Battalion. 

Wheeler’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  13th  Battery. 

Wheeler’s  (William  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  81st  Regiment. 

Wheeler’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Whitaker’s  (Richard  T.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
White’s  (B.  F.,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

White’s  (George  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

White’s  (Hamilton  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  lOtli  Battery. 

White’s  (James  E.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  12tli  Battery. 

White’s  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

White’s  (W.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Whitsit’s  (Charles  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Whittemore’s  (Henry  C.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Widmer’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  161th  Regiment. 

Wiedrich’s  (Michael)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  Regiment,  Battery  I. 
Wiggins’ (J.  H.)  Artillery.  Arkansas  Troops,  Confederate.  ^ 

Wilcox’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 

Wilder  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops. 

Wiles’  (Greenberry  F.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  78th  Regiment. 

Wiley’s  (Aquila)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  list  Regiment. 

Wilkinson’s  (William  T.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  30th  Regiment. 
Williams’  (James  M.)  Artillery.  See  Iowa  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Williams’  (Reuben)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Williams’  ( Robert,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  61th  Regiment. 

Williams’  (William  D.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  89th  Regiment. 

Williamson’s  (Emanuel  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 

Winters’  (Joshua  C.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  69th  Regiment. 

Witcher’s  (V.  A.)  Cavalry,  See  Virginia  Troops,  31th  Battalion. 

Wolihin’s  (Andrew  M.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops,  9th  Battalion,  Battery  C. 
Wood’s  (Andrew  M.)  Artillery.  See  Elgin  Artillery,  ante. 

Wood’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  51s^  Regiment. 

Wood’s  (Edward  J.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Wood’s  (Gustavus  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Wood’s  (James,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  136//j.  Regiment. 

Wood’s  (Peter  P.)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Wood’s  (Robert  C.,  jr.)  Cavalry.  See  Wirt  Adams’  Cavalry,  ante. 

Wood’s  (William  F. ) Infantry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment  {Colored). 
Woodbury’s  (John  D.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  M. 
Woodyard’s  (Humphrey  M.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  21st  Regiment. 
Woolfolk’s  (Pichegru,  jr.)  Artillery,  See  Ashland  Artillery,  ante. 

Wright’s  (William  B.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Yager’s  (^John)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  121st  Regiment. 

Yeoman’s  (Samuel  N.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  90th  Regiment. 

York’s  (^Billington  W.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops,  9th  Battalion,  Battery  E. 
York’s  (Harrison  B.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Yost’s  (Thobald  D.)  Artillery.’^  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Young’s  (Thomas  L.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  118th  Regiment. 

Young’s  (Van  E.)  Infantry.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Unihn,  11th  Regiment  {Colored). 
Zickerick’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  12th  Battery. 
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Abbott,  Ephraim  P.  Mentioned .....  — 88, 808 

Abercrombie,  John  C.  Mentioned 822 

Adams,  B.  J , Steamer.  Mentioned 34 

Adams,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 820 

Adams,  John.  Mentioned 705 

Adams,  Robert  N.  Mentioned 821 

Adams,  Silas.  Mentioned 5,6,254,292,412,413 

Adams,  Wirt. 

Mentioned 589, 594, 595,  .599 

Report  of  operations  about  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  (7th)  skirmish,  Dec.  1-10, 

1863  599 


Adjutant-General’s  OflBce,  U.  S.  A. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 : No.  349,  759 ; No.  350,  847. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 472 

Davis,  Jefferson - 473 

Lee,  Robert  E 473 

Longstreet,  James 466-468,470-473,503 

McLaws,  Lafayette 480, 501 

War  Department,  C.  S 468,469 

Orders,  General,  series  1864:  No.  46,  505. 

Aiken,  D.  Wyatt.  Mentioned 451 

Aiken,  J ohn  A.  Mentioned 452 

Airey,  W.  Mentioned 628 

Alabama. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J 675 

Patrick,  Matthewson  T 671 

Sherman,  William  T 675,676 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 676, 677 

Ewing,  Hugh 767,791 

Grant,  U.  S 713 

Hooker,  Joseph 724 

Rogers,  James  C 768 

Sherman,  William  T 762, 765, 766,  789, 797 

Operations  in,  Oct,  20-28, 1863.  Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 763 

Grant,  U.  S 738 
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Alabama — Continued. 

Operations  in,  Oct.  20--28, 1863.  Communications  from 

Hooker,  Joseph 671, 696, 707, 741 

Sherman,  William  T 713,714,732,746,771 

Thomas,  George  H 684 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 696 

For  principal  events,  see  Summary,  pp.  1-4. 

Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Battalions  : Moreland’s,  38, 603.  Regimjents : 1st,  453  ; 2d,  37, 

.38;  3d,  453,546;  4th,  445, 453, 593, 594, 603 ; 7th,  453,548,778;  51st,  453. 
Infantry— /?e^//77e/7fs : 4th,  15th,  223,  225,  227,  229,  230,  452  ; 41st,  452,  534  ; 

43d,  452,  534,  535  ; 44th,  223,  227,  229,  230,  452  ; 47th,  223,  229,  230,  452; 

48th,  223,  228-230,  452  ; 59th,*  .534,  535  ; 60th, t 535. 

Miscellaneous — Battalions:  Hilliard’s  Legion,  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  452. 

Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/7fs : 1st,  29,  30,  37,  38,  75, 92,  97.  579,  580,  582,  763,  766,  822. 
Infantry — Regiments  : 1st  {Colored),  821. 

Aldrich,  Simeon  C.  Mentioned 804 

Aleshire,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 808 

Alexander,  E.  Porter. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 486 

Mentioned 342,  452, 455,  457,  458,  460, 462,  465,  486-488,  499,  504,  526 

Keport  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 477 

Testimony  of.  McLaws  Court-Martial 488 

Alexander,  James  M.  Mentioned 821 

Alexander,  Jesse  I.  Mentioned 823 

Alger,  Amos  B.  Mentioned 813 

Allard,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 812 

Allen,  C.  M.  Mentioned 251.252 

Allen  Collier,  Steamer.  Mentioned 36 

Allen,  C.  T.  Mentioned 370 

Allen,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 666,  688,689,772 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 703,  746 

Mentioned 16,  673,  772 

Allen,  Samuel  T.  Mentioned 777,  805 

Allen,  Wade.  Mentioned 510 

Allison,  Dixon  A.  Mentioned 397 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A,  A.  G.,  see  George  G.  Dihrell. 

Ammen,  Jacob.  Mentioned 283,811,817 

Amsberg,  George  von.  Mentioned 804 

Anderson,  Steamer.  Mentioned 839 

Anderson,  George  T.  Mentioned 452,  461,  465,  475,  490,  52.5-531 

Anderson,  G.  H.  Mentioned 519 

Anderson,  Jack.  Mentioned 31 

Anderson,  John  B.  Mentioned 729, 744 

Anderson,  Paul  F.  Mentioned 453 

Anderson,  R.  Mentioned 751 

Anderson,  William  B.  Mentioned 807 

Anderson,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle 750 

Mentioned 279 

* Consolidation  of  2d  and  4th  Battalions,  Hilliard’s  Legion, 
t Consolidation  of  1st  and  3d  Battalions,  Hilliard’s  Legion. 
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Andrews,  Garnett.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 470 

Anglo-Saxon,  Steamer.  Mentioned 798 

Anthony,  De  Witt  C. 

Correspondencei  with  William  T.  Sherman - 7()4 

Mentioned 704,  821 

Archibald,  George  H.  Mentioned 369 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Wiggins’,  453,  546. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 2d,  244,  251,  252,  590  ; 3d,  4.53,  .541,  548. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 3d,  223,  230, 234,  452 ; 11th,  600. 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  (Colored),  824. 

Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Armstrong,  Frank  C.  Mentioned 375,  382,  397,  410,  420,  425,  438,  440, 

441,  445,  4.53,  464,  540, 541, 544-549, 626, 630-632, 634, 639-641,  648,  650, 6.52 

Armstrong,  Robert  H.  Mentioned B8 

Armstrong,  William  F.  Mentioned 603 

Army  Corps,  2d,  Army  of  Tennessee.  (Confederate.) 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  < 

Assigned  to  command  of 7 2 

Relieved  from  command  of 4 

Hill,  Daniel  H.,  relieved  from  command  of 2 

Hindman,  Thomas  C.,  assigned  to  command  of 4 

Army  Corps,  4th,  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Itinerary  of  1st  Division 81 

Army  Corps,  11th,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Itineraries  of 

1st  Brigade,  2d  Division 102 

1st  Brigade,  3d  Division Ill 

2d  Brigade,  2d  Division 102^ 

2d  Brigade,  3d  Division Ill 

Army  Corps,  12th,  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Itinerary  of  3d  Brigade,  2d 

Division 129 

Army  Corps,  14th,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division 137 

Palmer,  John  M. 

Assigned  to  command  of 1...  847 

Assumes  command  of 2 

Army  Corps,  15th,  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  (Union.) 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr. 

Assumes  command  of 2 

Relieved  from  command  of 3 

Logan,  John  A.,  assigned  to  command  of 3,759 

Army  Corps,  23d,  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

Cox,  Jacob  D.,  assigned  to  command  of 4 

Mansou,  Mahlon  D.,  relieved  from  command  of 4 

Army  Headquarters. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 666, 688, 689, 772 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 680, 681,  687, 703, 708,  718,  729, 756, 778 

Foster,  John  G 285,648 

Garrett,  John  W 791 

Grant,  U.  S 56,667,698,706,712,738-740,751,752,767,774,784 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 16, 673, 689, 703,  779, 786, 787 

Louisville,  Ky.,  Chief  Quartermaster  at 791 
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Army  Headquarters — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Rosecrans,  William  S 666 

Sherman,  William  T 766, 797 

Thomas,  George  H 670, 700, 842 

War  Department,  U.  S 666 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  472,  693. 

Army  Transportation.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Arndt,  Albert  F.  R.  Mentioned 821 

Arnold,  Henry  L.  Mentioned 107 

Arthur,  W.  C.  Mentioned 653 

Askew,  Frank.  Mentioned 803 

Asmussen,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 431 

Atkins,  Smith  D. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas - 829 

Mentioned - 696,809 

Atwell,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 76, 115, 117, 119, 120, 124, 135 

Audenried,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 278 

Augur,  Christopher  C.  Mentioned 791 

Avery,  Isaac  W.  Mentioned 453 

Ayres,  Oliver  H.  P.  Mentioned 804 

Babcock,  Orville  E.  Mentioned-  273, 276, 294, 298, 303, 304, 308, 310, 318, 321, 330, 335 

Babcock,  Walter  S.  Mentioned 814 

Bacon,  George  A.  Mentioned - 822 

Bacon,  George  M.  Mentioned 802 

'Bailey,  John  R.  Mentioned 764 

Bainbridge,  Edmund  C.  Mentioned 806 

Baird,  Absalom.  Mentioned 66,801,807 

Baird,  Harlon.  Mentioned 776 

Baird,  John  P.  Mentioned 808 

Baker,  Hendrick  D.  Mentioned 814 

Baldwin,  C.  W.  Mentioned 505 

Baldwin,  Norman  A.  Mentioned 808 

Baldwin’s  Ferry,  Miss.  Scout  from  Bovina  Station  to,  Nov.  1, 1863.  Report 

of  Newell  W.  Spicer - 237 

Bale,  A.  F.  Mentioned 438,547 

Ball,  Edward. 

Mentioned 451,495 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863  522 

Ballard, . Mentioned 13 

Ballinger,  Richard  H.  Mentioned - 824 

Baltic,  Steamer.  Mentioned 34 

Banbury,  Jabez.  Mentioned 823 

Bancroft,  Eugene  A.  Mentioned 805 

Bane,  Moses  M.  Mentioned 821 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.  Mentioned 668,699,704,781,782 

Barber,  Gershom  M.  Mentioned 802 

Barclay,  E.  S.  Mentioned 451 

Barker, . Mentioned 36 

Barksdale,  James  A.  Mentioned 252 

Barksdale,  John  A.  Mentioned 496,522 

Barksdale,  R.  Mentioned 465,504 

Barnard,  George  N.  Mentioned 315 
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Barnes,  C.F.  Mentioned 239,241 

Barnes,  G.  C.  Mentioned - — 371 

Barnes,  James  Q.  Mentioned 109 

Barnes,  John  W.  Reports  of 

Pulaski,  Tenn.  Scouts  from,  and  skirmishes,  Dec.  1, 1803 593 

Vincent’s  Cross-Roads,  near  Bay  Springs,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  20, 1803.  37 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A,  G.,  see  GrenviUe  M.  Dodge. 

Barnes,  Sidney  M.  Mentioned 87, 802 

Barnett,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 807 

Barnett,  James.  Mentioned 808 

Barnhart,  Frank  H.  Mentioned 300 

Barnum,  William  L.  Mentioned 818 

Barrett,  Wallace  W.  Mentioned 803 

Bart  [?], . Mentioned 244 

Bartle.son,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned 803 

Bartlett,  William  C.  Mentioned 334 

Barton,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 810 

Barton’s  Station,  Ala.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  31,  1803* 2 

Barton’s  and  Dickson’s  Stations  and  Cane  Creek,  Ala.  Skirmishes  at,  Oct. 

20,  1803.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on^ 

Oct.  20-29,  1803.  Reports  of  Sherman,  p.  10;  Osterhaus,  p.  10. 

Baumbach,  Carl  von.  Mentioned 803 

Bay  Springs,  Miss.  Skirmish  near.  See  Vincenfs  Cross-Roads,  near  Bay 
Springs,  Miss.  Skir7)iish  at,  Oct.  20,  1803. 

Bean,  Onslow.  Mentioned  454 

Bean’s  Station,  Tenn. 


Engageinent  at,  Dec.  14, 1803.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec. 

23,  1803.  Reports  of 

Alexander,  E.  Porter.  Johnson,  Bushrod  R.  McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Foster,  John  G.  Longstreet,  Janies.  Parke,  John  G. 

Harris,  William  C.  McIntyre,  Duncan.  Sheldon,  Stephen  H.  \ 

See  also  itinerary  of  1st  Cav.  Div.,  p.  421. 

Scout  to,  Dec.  29-30, 1803.  Reports  of 

Parke,  JohnG 004 

Robinson,  John  R 005 

Skirmishes  at. 

Dec.  15, 1803.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1803. 
Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G.  Jenkins,  Micah.  Martin,  William  T. 

Hu  mphreys,  Benjamin  G.  Longstreet,  James. 

Dec.  18,  1803.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1803. 
Itinerary  of  9th  Army  Corps,  p.  339. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Dec.  9-13,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, 

Nor.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 

Goggans,  E.  J.  Potter,  Robert  B.  Shackelford,  James  M. 

Parke,  John  G. 


See  also  itinerary  of  Is^  Cav.  Div.,  p.  421, 

Beardsley,  John  D.  Mentioned 

Beatty,  Samuel.  Mentioned 

Beatty,  William  H.  Mentioned 

Beck,  Arnold.  Mentioned 

Beck,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 


804 

804 

248 

80:] 

452 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Bedtelyon,  Jacob.  Report  of  skirmish  at  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  Dec.  22, 1863  622 

Beebe,  Yates  V.  Mentioned 810 

Beeres,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 396,404,604 

Belbo,  Captain.  Mentioned 591 

Belden,  W.  Scott. 

Correspondence  with  W.  A.  Thayer 612 

Mentioned 612 

Report  of  operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  Dec.  18- 

31, 1863  611 

Belknap,  William  W.  Mentioned 822 

Bell, . Mentioned 839 

Bell,  C.  C.  Correspondence  with  Stephen  A.  Hurlbiit 852 

Bell,  Leroy  S.  Mentioned 810 

Bell,  Tyree  H.  Mentioned 577 

Bell,  William  B.  Mentioned 819 

Belt,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 821 

Benjamin,  Samuel  N. 

Mentioned 276-278,  324,  333,  334,  346, 347, 353,  812 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 341 

Benning,  Henry  L.  Mentioned..  218, 223, 226, 227, 231, 232, 452,  475, 481, 526-531, 533 
Benson,  Rufus  S. 

Mentioned 820 

Reports  of 

New  Madrid  Bend,  Tenn.  Scouts  to,  Nov.  30-Dec.  3,  1863 591 

Tiptonville,  Tenn.  Expedition  from  Island  No.  10  to,  Nov.  21,  1863  ..  571 

Berkey,  John  M.  Mentioned 819 

Betts,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 439 

Biddle,  J ames.  Mentioned 274,  332-335,  812 

iBiffle,  Jacob  B.  Mentioned.. 453,549,5.50 

Biggs,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 809 

Billingsley,  Jo.siah.  Mentioned 293,312,354,367,369 

Bingham,  J.  B.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 848 

Bingham,  Judson  D. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 841 

Mentioned 735 

Birch,  William. 

Mentioned 84,85,803 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  91 

Bishop,  Judson  W.  Mentioned..., 807 

Bishop,  Loomis  K.  Mentioned 803 

B.  J.  Adams,  Steamer.  Mentioned 34 

Black,  Albert.  Mentioned 120,126 

Black,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned 1 704 

Blackburn,  William  C.  Mentioned 618 

BlahTs  Cross-Roads,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  to  Powder  Spring  Gap  from,  Dec.  23,  1863*  4 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Dec.  16-19,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, 

, Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G.  Spears,  James  G.  Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 

Packe,  John  G. 

See  also  itineraries  of  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Cav.  Corps,  p.  422;  9th  Corps, 
p.  339. 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr. 

Assumes  command  of  15tli  Army  Corps. — 2 

Correspondence  with 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J 675 

Sherman,  William  T 675, 714, 762, 763 

Mentioned 21, 

26-30, 263, 264, 675, 689, 704, 730, 732, 763, 765, 766, 781, 786, 790,  817,  818 

Relieved  from  command  of  15th  Army  Corps 3 

Blake,  A.  A.  Mentioned - 549 

Blake,  Edgar  W.  Mentioned 685 

Blake,  John  W.  Mentioned 803 

Blakemore,  W.  T.  Mentioned 535 

Blakey,  D.  T.  Mentioned 453 

Blakey,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned 31 

Blanden,  Leander.  Mentioned 822 

Bledsoe,  H.  M.  Mentioned 248,251 

Bledsoe,  R.  H.  Mentioned 575 

Bledsoe,  Willis  S.  Mentioned 575,591 

Blessingh,  Louis  von.  Mentioned 818 

Blood,  Oliver,  jr.  Mentioned 371 

Blue  Beard,  Steamer.  Mentioned 772 

Blythe,  G.  L.  Mentioned 249 

Blythe’s  Ferry,  Tennessee  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  13,  1863  * 2 

Boden,  William.  Mentioned 86 

Bolton,  William  H.  Mentioned - 824 

Bolton,  William  J.  Mentioned 812 

Bond,  Emery  S. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Spears 682 

Mentioned 290,292,415,449,815 

Bonine,  E.  J.  Mentioned 354 

Bonnaffon,  Augustus  B.  Mentioned 806 

Boone,  William  P.  Mentioned 810 

Bottles,  J.  L.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 688 

Bouck,  Gabriel.  Mentioned 823 

Boughton,  Horace.  Mentioned 804 

Bounds,  J.  M.  Mentioned 453 

Boutell,  Ira.  Mentioned 818 

Bovina  Station,  Miss.  Scout  from.  See  Baldwin’s  Ferry,  Miss.  Scout  from 
Bovina  Station  to,  Nov.  1,  1863. 

Bowen,  Nicolas.  Mentioned 274,334,335 

Bowers,  Theodore  S.  Mentioned 767 

Bowles,  Pinckney  D.  Mentioned 452 

Bowles,  Theodore  C.  Mentioned 723 

Bowman,  Charles  S.  Mentioned 568 

Bowman,  Daniel.  Mentioned 88 

Bowman,  George  H.  Mentioned 810 

Bowman,  Henry.  Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 425 

Bowman,  Nelson.  Mentioned 591 

Bowne, . • Mentioned 624 

Boyd,  Carlisle.  Mentioned 817 

Boyd,  Emma,  Steamer.  Mentioned 645 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Boyle,  Jeremiah  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  William  P 750 

Hobson,  Edward  H 683, 692, 706, 711, 712 

Mentioned 283, 755,  779, 811,  813,  832 

Report  of  affairs  at  Mount  Sterling  and  Jackson,  Ky.,  Dec.  1-10, 1863.’. 601 

Boyle,  John  A.  Mentioned 76, 117, 120, 122, 126 

Brackett,  L.  C.  Mentioned 406 

Bradley,  Cullen.  Mentioned 804 

Brady,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned 816 

Report  of  capture  of  Union  wagon  train  near  Clinch  Mountain  Gap,  Tenn., 

Dec.  14, 1863  605 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Action  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn.,  Oct.  20, 1863 8 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Stephen  D 27 

Longstreet,  James 220-222, 466,  544 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 7 

Walker,  W.  C 23^ 

Wheeler,  Joseph 25,27 

Mentioned. . ..  5, 10, 25, 26, 30,  46,  48, 71, 217-220, 261, 272, 273, 280,  298, 302, 308,  311, 
318,  321,  436,  438,  440,  454-456, 460-463,  467,  474,  484,  491,  492,  494,  499,  500, 
538, 539, 544, 545,  588, 593, 667, 668, 676-678, 681, 682, 686, 687, 689,  691, 692, 

. 695, 697-699, 703-705,  712, 739, 745,  756, 764, 768, 769, 774, 778, 779,  796, 798 

Relieved  from  command  of  Army  of  Tennessee 3 

Report  of  action  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn.,  Oct.  20, 1863  7 

Brailsford,  R.  J.  Mentioned 35 

B ramie tte,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned 645 

Branch,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 461 

Brandle,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned 368 

Brandon,  William  L.  Mentioned 451 

Brannan,  John  M.  Mentioned 684,801,808 

Brannon,  W.  G.  Mentioned 505 

Bratton,  John. 

Mentioned 218, 223,  226-228, 233,  452, 512, 525 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863 231 

Braxton,  Hiram  F.  Mentioned 605, 606 

Brayman,  Mason.  Mentioned 816 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  ' 

Assigned  to  command  of  2d  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee 2 

Mentioned 70,218,455,778 

Relieved  from  command  of  2d  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee 4 

Brennan,  John.  Mentioned 803 

Brent,  George  William.  Mentioned 532,539 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Braxton  Bragg.. 

Brent,  Samuel  J.  Mentioned 78 

Brewer,  L.  H.  Mentioned 380 

Bridgeport,  Ala.  Reconnaissance  from.  See  Trenton,  Ala.  Reconnaissance 
from  Bridgeport  toward,  Oct  20,  1863. 

Bridgeport,  Ala.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  George  H. 

Thomas 785 

Bridges,  H.  W.  Mentioned 38 

Bridges,  Lyman.  Mentioned * 804 


INDEX. 
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Brinton,  Daniel  G.  Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26- 

29. 1863  99 

Bristoe,  Va.,  Campaign,  Oct.  9-22, 1863.  Communication  from  Grenville  M. 

Dodge 674 

Britton,  William  B.  Mentioned 818 

Brixey,  Calvin.  Mentioned — 602 

Brombly,  O.  B.  Mentioned 241 

Brooks,  James  T.  Mentioned  — 378,380,384,386,387 

Brooks,  J.  H.  Mentioned 294,303 

Brott,  Elijah  C.  Mentioned 810 

Brown,  George  R.  Mentioned 820 

Brown,  Jack.  Mentioned 452 

Brown,  Orlando,  jr.  Mentioned 813 

Brown,  Oscar  F.  Mentioned - 34,35,824 

Brown,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned 815 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned 225 

Brown,  William  B.  Mentioned 819 

Brown,  William  F.  Mentioned 496,522 

Brown,  William  R.  Mentioned 804 

Browne,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 360 

Browne,  William  H.  Mentioned 454 

Brownlow,  James  P. 

Mentioned 436, 574, 635, 636, 649, 654, 656, 809 

Reports  of 

Sparta,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Nov.  24,  26,  1863 573,574 

Yankeetown,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  30,  1863  591 

Brown’s  Ferry,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  27,  1863.  See  Tennessee  Eiver.  Re- 
opening of  the.  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863.  Also  Part  II. 

Brownsville,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  22,  1863.* 1 

Bruhn,  Anton.  Mentioned 804 

Brumback,  Jefferson. 

Mentioned 818 

Report  of  operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  Dec.  18- 

31.1863  .. 614 

Brunner,  Peter  S.  Mentioned 575,576 

Bryan,  Goode.  Mentioned  ..  451,461,465,475,483-486,490,494-496,500,501,504,521 

Bryan,  K.  Mentioned 47O  , 

Bryant,  George  E.  Mentioned 824 

Bryant,  James  R.  Mentioned 606 

Bryson,  Goldman.  Mentioned 9,2.35 

Buchwalter,  Luther  M.  Mentioned 76, 108, 109 

Buckley,  William  W. 

Mentioned 333,  334, 812 

Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 346, 347 

Buckner,  Allen.  Mentioned 803 

Buckner,  Simon  B. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A 472 

Mentioned  220, 236, 271, 272, 398, 452, 456, 461, 463, 472, 485, 494, 506, 532, 536, 668, 703 

Budd,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned 807 

Buell,  Don  Carlos.  Mentioned 667 

Buell,  George  P.  Mentioned 741,803 

Buford,  Napoleon  B.  Report  of  destruction  of  the  steamer  Mist  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  Oct.  22,  1863  32 

* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Bulger,  M.  J.  Mentioned 223  452 

Bull,  Jeff.  Mentioned g3Q 

Bullitt,  William  A.  Mentioned gQ3 

Burch,  S.  C.  Mentioned 239 

Burford,  E.  S.  Mentioned 541.544 

Burgh,  Henry  B.  Mentioned 607-609,613,614,618 

Burke, . Mentioned 758, 759, 771 

Burke,  Patrick  E.  Mentioned 821 

Burnett,  H.  L.  Mentioned 279 

Burnham,  Horace  L.  Mentioned 603 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 

1863 280 

. Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 680, 681, 687, 703, 708, 718, 729, 756,  778 

Byrd,  Robert  K 778 

Carter,  Samuel  P 829 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 261 

Fry,  Speed  S 723 

Grant,  U.  S 680, 681, 701-703, 745, 755, 756, 770, 771, 778, 788, 796 

Lincoln,  Abraham 681,701,7.57 

Parke,  John  G 406, 646 

Pell,  Duncan  A 701 

Potter,  Robert  B 795 

Sanders,  William  P 254,745 

Shackelford,  James  M 682, 687, 730, 745, 758, 759, 771 

Sherman,  William  T 278 

Simpson,  James  H 831 

Thomas,  George  H 670, 700, 718 

War  Department,  U.  S 687, 826 

White,  Julius 682,688,701,757,779 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 412,771,796 

Wolford,  Frank 682,688 

Mentioned 9, 11, 69, 71, 235, 236, 258-261, 263-267, 280, 281, 283, 

286, 288,  295, 302, 303, 310,  311,  321,  324, 325,  334, 345,  347, 349,  350, 373,  377, 
.379,  402,404-406,  422,  433-435,  437, 438,  456,  462,  474, 531,  540, 550,  632, 652, 
666-668, 684, 693, 700,  702, 712,  739, 767, 768, 774, 784, 796, 811, 812, 825, 829 

Relieved  from  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio 3 

Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863.. 268-272, 280 

Philadelphia,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Oct.  20, 1863 : 5 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  U.  S.  Congress  to 281 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 399 

Burrage,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned 76 

Burrough.s,  William  H.  Mentioned 454 

Burrows,  Hamilton  H.  Mentioned • 821 

Burton,  George.  Mentioned 818 

Buschbeck,  Adolphus.  ^ 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps.  Reopening  of  the 

Tennessee  River,  etc 102 

Mentioned.  74, 97, 99, 101, 102, 108, 138, 139, 145-147, 152, 158, 168, 172,174,176,178, 804 
Butler,  E.  F.  Statement  of.  Operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West 

Tennessee,  Dec.  18-31,  1863 612 
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Pago. 

Butler,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 426,429 

Butt,  Edgar  M.  Mentioned 223,452 

Butterfield,  Daniel. 

Mentioned 95, 147, 160, 161, 185, 188, 190, 192, 205, 208,  754, 793,  838 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Couft  ot  Imiuiry 174-176 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Joseph  llooher. 

Byingtoii,  Cornelius. 

Mentioned 293,  312,  354, 363,  366 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 365 

Byrd,  Robert  K. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 778 

Mentioned 397,  422, 446,  447, 745,  778 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 422 

Cable,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 79,  80 

Cahill,  Janies  B.  Mentioned 807,830,843 

Calahan,  W.  G.  Mentioned 505 

Calhoun, . Mentioned 32,33 

Calhoun,  Tenn.  Action  at,  and  skirmish  at  Charleston,  Dec.  28, 1863. 

Communication  from  George  H.  Thomas 642 

Reports  of 

Laiboldt,  Bernard 643 

Long,  Eli 642 

Tliomas,  George  H 641 

See  also  Kno  rrUle,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863.  Itinerary  of  2d  Brig.,  * 

2d  Cav.  Div.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  p.  435.  Also  Part  II. 

Call,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 596 

Callender,  Byron  M.  Mentioned 819 

Callicott,  John  A.  Mentioned 823 

Cameron,  Daniel. 

Itinerary  of  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps.  Knoxville,  Tenn., 

Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863  394 

Mentioned ! 269, 275, 292, 296, 302,  305, 314,  316,  323,  394,  406,  815 

Camp,  Edgar.  Mentioned 387 

Campbell,  Archibald  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Elliott,  Wa.shington  L 574,795 

McCook,  Edward  M 741 

Mentioned 436- 


438, 547,  625, 627, 630-636,  638, 640,  648, 649,  651,  652,  654, 655,  658, 661, 809 


Reports  of 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29, 1863 656 

Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28, 

1863  636, 638 

Campbell,  Calvin  D.  Mentioned 84,92,256,803 

Campbell,  Franklin.  Mentioned 824 


Campbell’s  Station,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  Nov.  16,  1863.  See  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 


Alexander,  E.  Porter. 
Ball,  Edward, 
Buckley,  William  W. 
Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 
Byington,  Cornelius. 
Chapin,  Marshal  W. 
Christ,  Benjamin  C. 
Comstock,  Lorin  L. 
Cutcheon,  Byron  M. 


Ferrero,  Edward. 
Goggans,  E.  J. 

Harris,  William  C. 
Humphrey,  William. 
Humphreys,  Benjamin  G. 
Jenkins,  Micah. 
Lonsstreet,  James. 
Lowry,  Francis  H. 
McLaws,  Lafayette. 


Morrison,  David. 
Potter,  Bobert  B. 
Roemer,  Jacob. 
Sheldon,  Stephen  H. 
Sherwood,  Isaac  R. 
Sims,  Joseph  A. 
Wallace,  William, 
Wheeler,  William  W. 
White,  Julius. 
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Camp  Davies,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  22,  1863.  Keport  of  John  D.  Steven- 
son   573 

Candy,  Charles.  Mentioned 119, 805 

Cane  Creek,  Ala.  Skirmish  at.  See  Barton’s  and  Dickson’s  Stations  and  Cane 
Creek,  Ala.  Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  20,  1863. 

Cane  Creek,  and  at  Barton’s  Station,  Ala.  Skirmishes  near,  Oct.  26,  1863. 

See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on,  Oct.  20-29, 

1863.  Reports  of 

Lee,  Stephen  D.  Stone,  George  A.  Woods,  Charles  R. 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Cannon,  Elbert  J.  Mentioned 651,656 

Capron,  Horace. 

Mentioued S30, 331, 396, 415, 419, 426, 428, 815 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 429 

Carlin,  William  P.  Mentioned 806 

Carlton,  Gabriel  N.  Mentioned 606 

Carman,  Ezra  A.  Mentioned 805 

Cams,  William  C.  Mentioned 553 

Carpenter,  Daniel  A.  Report  of  action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  6, 1863.  551 

Carr,  John. 

Correspondence  with  James  G.  Spears 829 

Mentioned 828,  829 

Carskaddon,  David.  Mentioned 818 

Carter,  James  E.  Mentioned 425,454,564 

Carter,  James  P.  T.  Mentioned 397,565,815 

Carter,  John  C.  Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  537 

Carter,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 829 

Mentioned 815 

Caruthers,  R.  L.  Mentioned 539 

Case,  Henry.  Mentioned 810 

Casement,  John  S.  Mentioned 275,  295,  305,  316,  815,  816 

Cassell,  Henry  C.  Mentioued 568 

Cassell,  Washington  C.  Mentioned 431 

Casualties  in  Action.  See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops. 

Catfish  Point,  Miss.  Expedition  to.  See  Gin  fin’s  Landing  and  Catfish  Point, 

Miss.  Expedition  from  Goodrich’s  Landing,  La.,  to,  Oct.  24-iVbv.  10, 

1863. 


Catterson,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 819 

Centreville,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  29,  1863.  Report  of  George  H.  Thomas - 236 

Nov.  2,  1863.  See  Part  II. 

Chalmers,  Alexander  H.  Mentioned 250 

Chalmers,  James  R. 


Mentioned 27,  3.3,  243, 244,  249,  251,  252,  577,  580,  582,607,  609,  620,  673,  674, 

676-678,  690,  691,  700,  703-705, 709, 722,  734, 748, 761,  764, 765, 790,  799,  852 


Reports  of 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on  the,  Nov.  3-5, 1863.  247 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 

against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10, 1863 .589 

Chalmers’ Raid  in  West  Tennessee  and  North  Mississippi,  Oct.  4-17, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Chalmers,  James  R 704 

Sherman,  William  T 764 
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Chambers,  Alexander.  Mentioned 822 

Champion,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned 802 

Chandler,  George  W.  Mentioned 803 

Chandler,  William  P.  Mentioned 803 

Chapin,  Marshal  W. 

Mentioned  - 273-275,  289,  291,  295,  305,  315,  332,  334,  338,  376-381,  385-388,  391, 814 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  382 

Chapman,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 807 

Chapman,  Fletcher  H.  Mentioned 821 

Charleston,  Tenn. 

Affair  at,  Nov.  30,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 

1863.  Report  of  Carter,  p.  537. 

Skirmish  at.  See  Calhoun,  Tenn.  Action  at,  and  skirmish  at  Charleston, 

Dec.  28,  1863. 

Chase,  Salmon  P.  Mentioned 736,737,780 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Chattanooga,  Steamer.  Mentioned 74 

Chattanooga-Ringgold  Campaign,  Nov.  23-27,  1863.  See  Part  II. 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 9, 70, 220, 254,  271, 398,  769, 777, 778 

Cheek’s  Cross-Roads,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  12, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  Report  of  Shackelford,  p.  414. 

Cheney,  John  T.  Mentioned 819 

Cherokee  County,  N,  C.  Skirmish  in,  Oct.  27, 1863. 

Communication  from  W.  C.  Walker 235 

Report  of  C.  H.  Taylor 235 

Cherokee  Station,  Ala. 

Action  at,  Oct.  21, 1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations 
on,  Oct.  20-29,  1863.  Reports  of 

Lee,  Stephen  D,  Osterhaus,  Peter  J.  Palmer,  David  J. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  29,  1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Opera- 
tions on,  Oct.  20-29,  1863.  Report  of  Lee,  p.  29.  f 

Cherry,  G.  R.  Mentioned 496,  .522 

Chess,  William  E.  Mentioned 808 

Chew,  Robert  S.  Mentioned 454 

Chickamauga  Campaign,  Aug.  16-Sept.  22, 1863.  Communication  from  Ed- 
win M.  Stanton 684 

Childress,  James  A.  Mentioned 815 

Chipmaii,  Charles.  Mentioned 359 

Christ,  Benjamin  C. 

Mentioned 274, 289, 290, 295,  305, 315,  333-336, 350-352,  363, 371,  374, 812 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 357 

Christopher,  Alexander  C.  Mentioned 84,90,91,803 

Chulahoma,  Miss.  Scout  from  Germantown,  Tenn.,  to,  Oct.  22-24,  1863. 

Communication  from  Edward  Hatch 690 

Report  of  Reuben  Loomis 33 

Church,  Josiah  W.  Mentioned 808 

Church,  W.  H.  Mentioned 279 

Claiborne,  James  R.  Mentioned 454,559 

Clanharty,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 112 

Clark,  Andrew  H.  Mentioned 813 

Clark,  Charles.  Mentioned 36 

Clark,  George  S.  Mentioned 439 

Clark,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned 823 

Clark,  Thomas.  Mentioned 598 
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Clark,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 359 

Clarke,  Edward  Y.  Mentioned 454, 565 

Clarke,  J.  Lyle.  Mentioned 454 

Clarke,  John  J.  Mentioned 457 

Clarke,  John  M.  Mentioned ; 239-241 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  28,  1863* 2 

Clay,  Ezekiel  F.  Mentioned 453 

Clayton,  William  Z.  Mentioned 823 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R.  Mentioned 222,  .532 

Cleghorn,  W.  R.  Mentioned 505 

Cleveland,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at. 

Dec.  22,  1863.  Report  of  Jacob  Bedtelyon 622 

See  also  Part  II. 

Dec.  29,  1863* 4 

Clift,  William.  Mentioned 670, 833 

Clinch  Mountain,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  27,  1863* .• 2 

Dec.  6,  1863* 255 

Clinch  Mountain  Gap,  Tenn.  Capture  of  Union  wagon  train  near,  Dec.  14, 

1863.  Report  of  Thomas  J.  Brady 605 

Clinch  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  21,  1863* 256 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Clower,  Eli  D.  Mentioned 47I 

Coates,  James  H.  Mentioned 822 

Cobb,  Ferdinand.  Mentioned 85 

Cobham,  George  A.,  jr. 

Mentioned 76, 112, 116, 117, 119, 120, 124,  130, 805 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  121 

Coburn,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Gilbert,  Henry  C 847 

Granger,  Gordon 834 

Williams,  Alx)heiis  S 786 

Mentioned 672, 673, 684, 716, 728, 786, 801, 808 

Cochran,  James.  Mentioned 454 

Cockerill,  Giles  J.  Mentioned 808 

Cockerill,  J.  C.  Mentioned 256 

Cockerill,  Joseph  R.  Mentioned 434,767,819 

Cockrell,  S.  D.  Mentioned 527 

Coddington,  Clifford.  Mentioned 334 

Coffee,  Major.  Mentioned 241 

Cogswell,  Leander  W.  Mentioned 812 

Cogswell,  William.  Mentioned 805,823 

Coker,  James  L.  Mentioned 233 

Coldwater,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  29, 1863* 606 

Cole, . Mentioned 32 

Cole,  Amos  B.  Mentioned 813 

Coleman,  David  C.  Mentioned 818 

Colgrove,  Silas. 

Mentioned 805 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Mulberry  Village,  Tenn.,  Dec.  23, 1863 623 

Collier,  Allen,  Steamer.  Mentioned 36 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Collierville,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Nov.  3, 1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations 
on  the,  Nov.  3-5,  1863.  Reports  of 

Chalmers,  James  E.  Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.  Siemens,  W.  F. 

Hatch,  Edward.  McCulloch,  Eobert. 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27,  1863.  See  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee. 
Operations  in,  Dee.  18-31,  1863.  Reports  of 

Brumback,  Jefferson.  Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Hatch,  Edward. 

Forrest,  Nathan  B. 

Columbia,  Ky. 

Scout  from,  to  south  side  of  Cumberland  River,  Nov.  26, 1863  * 3 

Scouts  from,  Dec.  5-10,  1863.  Report  of  Edward  H.  Hobson 601 

Columbia,  Tenn.  Scout  from,  toward.  Pulaski,  and  skirmish,  Oct. 27,  1863*..  2 

Colvin,  John  H.  Mentioned 426, 428, 815 

Colwell’s  Ford,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  19, 1863* 3 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B.  Mentioned 774 

Comstock,  Lorin  L. 

Mentioned 293,312,352.354,362,812 

Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 367,369 

Conant,  Ellis.  Mentioned 824 

Conant,  John  H.  Mentioned 821 

Conduct  of  the  War.  Communications  from 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 691, 704 

McPherson,  James  B 710 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 475 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on  the,  Nov.  3-5,  1863-  249 

Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 233 

Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 8th,  778 ; 14th,  600. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.  Army  of  Tennessee 223,451-454 

Congress,  C.  S.  Resolution  of  thanks  to  James  Longstreet  and  his  command.  549 
Congress,  U.  S.  Resolution  of  thanks  to  Ambrose  E.  Burnside  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  his  command 281 

Conklin,  Elijah.  Mentioned 81 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e5r//ne/;fs ; 5th,  672,  777,  805  ; 20th,  777,  805,  838. 

Connell,  John  M.  Mentiobed 807 

Conner,  Asgill.  Mentioned ..i 35 

Conover,  Daniel  A.  Mentioned 400, 401 

Conrad,  Joseph.  Mentioned 803 

Continental,  Steamer.  Mentioned 719 

Conyers,  William  D.  Mentioned 520 

Cook,  Gustave.  Mentioned 453 

Cook,  John  B.  Mentioned 820 

Coon,  Datus  E.  Mentioned 609 

Coon,  Franklin.  Mentioned 387 

Cooper,  Albert  G.  Mentioned > 238,239,761 

Cooper,  Charles  S.  Meijtioned 820 

Cooper,  J oseph  A.  Mentioned : 807,  828 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned 454,  497,  f 03 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  GeneraVs  Office,  C.  S.  A. 


* No  circuiustantial  reports  on  file. 
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Cooper,  Wickliffe.  Mentioned 809 

Corbett,  Marshall  J.  Mentioned 120, 130 

Corbin,  George  W.  Mentioned 614 

Corinth,  Miss. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Nov.  2, 1S63* 2 

Nov.  12,1863* ■ 2 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  23, 1863.  Report  of  John  D.  Stevenson 623 

Corinth,  Miss.,  Commanding  Ofidcer  at.  Correspondence  with  Edward 

Hatch 799’ 

Corns,  James  M. 

Mentioned 454, 560 

Report  of  action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.  Nov.  6, 1863 562  , 

Corse,  John  M.  Mentioned 679,767,819 

Corse,  Montgomery  D.  Mentioned • 454,675 

Cosby,  George  B.  Mentioned 595,749 

Costin,  E.  L.  Mentioned 487,489,496 

Cotter,  H.  W.  Mentioned 539 

Coursault,  Theodore  G.  Mentioned 123, 124 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Case  of  Carl  Schurz. 

Convened.  Orders  of  George  H.  Thomas 137 

Correspondence  with 

Hecker,  Frederick 201 

Schurz,  Carl 184 

Thomas,  George  H 214 

Findings  and  opinions  of  the  Court 206 

Proceedings  of 139-179 

Remonstrance  of  Carl  Schurz  against  instructions  given  to 214 

Testimony  of 

Butterfield,  Daniel 174-176 

Greenhut,  Joseph  B 142-145 

Hall,  Robert  H 160-163 

Hecker,  Frederick 170, 171 

Hooker,  Joseph 140-142, 173, 174 

Howard,  Charles  H 145-149 

Klutsch,  Dominicus 163, 164 

Kramer,  Albert 155-157 

Meysenburg,  Theodore  A 168-170, 172 

Mueller,  Rudolph 152-154 

Oliver,  Paul  A 149-151, 176-178 

Schurz,  Carl 172 

Stinson,  H.  M 157-160 

Weigel,  Eugene *. 164-168, 173 

Courts-Martial.  Cases  of 
• Law,  Evander  Mclver. 

Charges  and  specifications 471,472 

Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S A 471-473 

Davis,  Jefferson 473 

Longstreet,  James - 471-474 

Lee,  Robert  E 473 

McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Charge  and  specifications 503, 505 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Courts-Martial— Continued.  Cases  of 
McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 468, 469 

Davis,  Jefferson 469 

Finding  and  sentence  of  the  Court .^>0') 

Statement  of  officers  and  members  of  Wofford’s  brigade . 504 

Robertson,  Jerome  B. 

Charge  and  specification 470 

Communications  from 

Lougstreet,  James 468,470,503 

War  Department,  C.  S 469,470 

Cover,  John  F.  Mentioned ! 602 

Coward,  A.  Mentioned 223, 231, 232,  452 

Cox, . Mentioned 576 

Cox,  George  W.  Mentioned 651,656 

Cox,  Jacob  D. 

Assigned  to  commaod  of  23d  Army  Corps 4 

Mentioned 283,331,401,811,816 

Cox,  Nicholas  N.  Mentioned 1 453 

Crab  Gap,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  5,  1863  * 3 

Cram,  George  H.  Mentioned 804 

Cramer,  Francis  L.  Mentioned 573 

Cramer,  John  F.  Mentioned 23,818 

Cl andal,  Frederick  M.  Mentioned 824 

Crane,  Nirom  M.  Mentioned * 805 

Crawford,  John  A.  Mentioned 505, 520 

Creelsborough,  Ky.  Expedition  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to,  Dec. 28, 1863-Jan. 

4,  1864.  Report  of  Andrew  J.  Cropsey 644 

Creighton,  William  R.  Mentioned 805 

Crews,  C.  C.  Mentioned 442,  445, 546-.549 

Criswell,  Mathew.  Mentioned 31 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 261 

Rosecrans,  William  S 261 

Mentioned 69, 261 

Crocker,  Marcellus  M.  Mentioned 594,782,817,824 

Crofton,  Roberts.  A.  Mentioned 806 

Crook,  George. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 836,839 

Hooker,  Joseph 671 

Long,  Eli 776 

Lowe,  William  W i 671,775 

Sherman,  William  T 797 

Stanley,  David  S 707, 715, 727,  770, 794 

Thomas,  George  H .569,  695,  707,  775, 786, 795,  839,  842 

Mentioned-  671, 685, 707, 708,  713, 716,  717,  728,  769,  776,  785,  789,797,  801,  809,  835,  844 
Cropsey,  Andrew  J.  Re^jort  of  expedition  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  Creels- 
borough, Ky.,  Dec.  28,  1863-Jan.  4,  1864  644 

Crosley,  George  W.  Mentioned 824 

Cross,  R.  M.  Mentioned 406 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Cross,  William.  Mentioned 807 

Crossville,  Tenn.  Affair  at  Cumberland  Mountain,  on  road  to,  Dec.  9,  1863*.  3 

Cruft,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

Hooker,  Joseph 65,793,850 

Thomas,  George  H 66, 785, 795, 840, 845, 849, 851 

Itinerary  of  1st  Division,  4th  Army  Corps.  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee 

River,  etc 81 

Mentioned 66, 81, 82, 785, 801,  802, 840, 844, 845, 848, 849, 852 

Crutchfield,  Thomas.  Mentioned 752 

Cudney,  Albert.  Mentioned ^ -819 

Culbertson,  James  L.  Mentioned.. 814 

Cullen,  J.  S.  D.  Mentioned 465,491,504 

Culver,  Joshua  B.  Mentioned 803 

Cumberland,  Army  of  the. 

Orders,  series  1863 : Nov.  1,  68. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Oct.  25  (Brannan),  738  ; Oct.  26  (EooTcer), 


48. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  243,  669;  No.  265,  68;  No.  5 {Hooher), 
96;  No.  7 (Brannan),  717 ; No.  27  (Slocum),  841 ; No.  38  (Gran- 


ger), 242  ; No.  56  ( Williams),  693. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  No.  22,  216. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1864 : No.  23,  137 ; No.  26,  138. 

Palmer,  John  M.,  assigned  to  command  of  14th  Army  Corps 847 

Rosecians,  William  S.,  relieved  from»coramand  of 1 

Thomas,  George  H.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of 669 

Cumberland,  Department  of  the.  Union  Troops  in.  Organization,  strength, 
etc. 

Oct.  20,  1863  j 684 

Oct.  31,  1863  801-810 

Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  12,  1863.  Report  of  Wilson 

C.  Lemert 567 

Cumberland  Mountain,  Tenn.  Affair  at,  on  road  to  Crossville,  Tenn.,  Dec. 

9,1863* 3 

Cumberland  River. 

Scout  from  Columbia,  Ky.,  to  south  side  of  the,  Nov.  26,  1863* 3 

Skirmishes  on,  Nov.  — , 1863.  Report  of  Edward  H.  Hobson 591 

Cumming,  Alfred.  Mentioned 10 

Gumming,  T.  W.  Mentioned 465 

Cummings,  Henry  J.  B.  Mentioned 821 

Cummins,  John  E.  Mentioued 802 

Cunningham,  E.  H.  Mentioned 530 

Cunningham,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned 656 

Curliss,  Heman.  Mentioned 241 

Curly,  Thomas.  Mentioned 22,818 

Currie,  George  E. 

Mentioned 598 

Report  of  expedition  from  Goodrich’s  Landing,  La.,  to  Griffin’s  Landing 

and  Catfish  Point,  Miss.,  Oct.  24-Nov.  10,  1863.. 33 

Curtin,  Austin.  Mentioned 362 

Curtin,  John  I.  Mentioned 395,405 

Curtis,  A.  P.  Mentioued 368 

Curtis,  Henry,  jr.  Mentioned 377, 380,  381 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Curtis,  Isaac  W,  Mentioned 246 

Curtis,  S.  R.  Mentioned 698 

Curtiss,  Frank  S.  Mentioned 818 

Cushing,  Harry  C.  Mentioned 802 

Cutcheon,  Byron  M.  Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec. 

23,  1863 369,372 

Cutler,  J.  J.  Mentioned 622 

Cutting,  William.  Mentioned 279, 326, 412,  413 

Cypert,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned •. 593 

Dachsel,  Gustave.  Mentioned 821 

Dana,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Thomas,  George  H 57, 842 

War  Department,  U.  S 693,694 

Dispatches  relating  to  the 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Deq.  23,  1863 258-265 

Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  1 68-74 

Mentioned 265,273 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T.  Mentioned 782 

Dandridge,  Tenn. 

Action  near.  See  Hays'  Ferry,  near  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  24, 

1863. 

Operations  near.  See  Mossu  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near, 

Dec.  24-28,  1863. 

Scouts  near,  and  skirmish,  Dec.  22-23, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  Eeports  of 
Foster,  John  G.  Martin,  William  T.  Palmer,  William  J. 

Dandridge’s  Mill,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  13,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  Report  of  Palmer,  j).  440, 

Daniels,  H.  H.  Mentioned 354,355 

Daniels,  Nahum.  Mentioned 329 

D’Antignac,  A.  Mentioned 504 

Danville,  Miss.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  14-1.5,  1863* 1 2 

Daugherty,  Ferdinand  H.  Mentioned 453,  .573,591 

Davenport,  Stephen.  Mentioned 692,734 

David,  James  I.  Mentioned 815 

Davidson,  George  S.  Mentioned 4.54 

Davidson,  James  I.  Mentioned 803 

Davis,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 803 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 473 

War  Department,  C.  S 469,556 

Mentioned  26, 

48,71,454,461,463,473,474,499,500,  550,  676,  678,  691,  703-705,  721,  749 
Davis,  Jefferson  C. 

Correspondence  with  .James  D.  Morgan 846 

Itinerary  of  2d  Division,  14th  Army  Corps.  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 433 

Mentioned 256, 262, 264,  433,  801, 807, 841 

Davis,  John  B.  Mentioned 516 

Davis,  Joshua.  Mentioned 109 

Davis,  L.  R.  Mentioned 117-119,127,128,133 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Davis,  N.  C.  Mentioned 236 

Davis,  Reuben  A.  Mentioned 397,403,404 

Davis,  Waldo  T;  Mentioned. bl6 

Davis,  William.  Mentioned 239,241 

Davis,  William  P,  Mentioned 823 

Davitte,  S.  W.  Mentioned 4.53 

Dawley,  Richard  L.  Mentioned 807 

Dawson,  Francis  W.  Mentioned ' 465 

Dawson,  Mathew  M. 

Mentioned 362,363,812 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 373 

Day,  Addison  C.  Mentioned 539 

Dayton,  James  H.  Mentioned 818 

Dean,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned 823 

Dean,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 807 

Dearborn,  Abraham  T.  Mentioned 820 

Decatur,  Ala.  Expedition  to.  See  Whiteshurg  and  Decatur,  Ala.  Expedition 
from  Maysville  to,  Nov.  14-17,  1863. 

De  Courcy,  John  F.  Mentioned 826 

De  Gress,  Francis.  Mentioned 818 

Deimling,  Francis  C.  Mentioned 823 

Delfosse,  Julius  N.  Mentioned 6,7 

Demarest,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned 814 

Dement,  Curtin.  Mentioned 821 

De  Motte,  Luther  M.  Correspondence  with  William  Leonard 59,697 

Denning,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 814 

Dennis,  Elias  S.  Mentioned 817,822 

Devol,  Hiram  F.  Mentioned 807 

Deweese,  John  T.  Mentioned 809 

Dibrell,  George  G. 

Correspondence  with  Carter  L.  Stevenson,. 8 

Mentioned 7-9, 13, 14, 397, 425, 428, 540, 541 

Reports  of 

Loudon  County,  Tenn.  Skirmish  in,  Nov.  5,  1863 550 

Philadelphia,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Oct.  20,  1863  10-12 

Dick,  George  F.  Mentioned 804 

Dickenson,  Crispin.  Mentioned 454 

Dickerman,  Willard  A.  Mentioned 819 

Dickerson,  Christopher  J.  Mentioned 807, 833 

Dickerson,  J.  H.  Mentioned 279,282,284 

Dickerson,  Jonathan  C.  Mentioned 312 

Dickson,  Samuel.  Mentioned 817 

Dickson’s  Station,  Ala.  Skirmish  at.  See  Barton’s  and  Dickson’s  Stations 
and  Cane  Creek,  Ala.  Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  20,  1863. 

Dilger,  Hubert.  Mentioned 805 

Dillard,  John  H.  Mentioned 452 

Dillard,  William  Y.  Mentioned 555 

Dillon,  Henry.  Mentioned - 823 

Dilworth,  Caleb  J.  Mentioned 807 

Dinkins,  William  T.  Mentioned 348 

Dinning, . Mentioned 32 

Doan,  Thomas.  Mentioned 807 

Doby,  A.  E.  Mentioned 495,510,516 

Dodds,  John  L.  Mentioned 505 
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Dodds,  Ozro  J.  Mentioned - B22 

Dodge,  Grenville  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Fuller,  John  W. 790 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 07(5, 


077, 691, 704,  705,  709, 733,  734, 746, 747,  760,  761, 839, 851, 852 

Mersy,  August 748 

Sherman,  William  T. . 674, 676, 677, 699, 709, 734, 747. 761, 771, 788, 790, 835, 848 

Smith,  Andrew  J 839 

Sweeny,  Thomas  W 761 

Mentioned 242,243, 

577,  703  709,734  , 746,748,751,760,763,765,779,787,790,792,797,817,821 
Report  of  scouts  from  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  and  skirmishes,  Dec.  1,1863 593 


Dodson,  John  T.  Mentioned 533 

Donald,  G.  L.  Mentioned 496,522 

Donaldson,  James.  Mentioned 355 

Donnelly,  J.  J.  Mentioned 239-241 

Doolittle,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 810 

Dornblaser,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 824 

Dortch,  N.  J.  Mentioned 496 

Doughty,  Captain.  Mentioned 276 

Dove,  Captain.  Mentioned 567 

Dow,  Tristram  T.  Mentioned... 815 

Downing,  Abisha.  Mentioned 109 

Downs,  Edward  C.  Mentioned 823 

Draper,  William  F.  Mentioned 812 

Dresser,  G.  W.  Mentioned 78 

Driscoll,  Daniel.  Mentioned 823 

Drought,  John  W.  Mentioned 624 

Drye,  George  W.  Mentioned 421 

Du  Bose,  Dudley  M.  Mentioned 223,452 

Duckworth,  W.  L.  Mentioned 248 

Duke,  Steamer.  Mentioned 576 

Duncan,  John  P.  Mentioned 380,384 

Dunham,  Frederick  S.  Mentioned 610 

Dunlevy,  James  A.  Mentioned 806 

Dunn,  Andrew.  Mentioned 465 

Dunn,  David  M.  Mentioned 802 

Dunn,  William  McK.,jr.  Mentioned 713,720 

Durand,  Charles M.  Mentioned..-. 810 

Durant,  Barton.  Mentioned 614 

Dustin,  Daniel.  Mentioned 810 

Dwight,  W.  M.  Mentioned 495,510 

Dyer,  Captain.  Mentioned 31 

Dyer,  Calvin  M.  Mentioned 419,573 

Dyer,  E.  S.  Mentioned 505 

Eaglevill'e,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  7,1863* 3 

Earle,  R.  G.  Mentioned 37 

Eastman,  Harry  E.  Mentioned 822 

Eastman,  Seth.  Mentioned 811, 816 

Eastport,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  1,  1863*  2 

East  Tennessee  Campaign.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign. 

Echols,  John.  Mentioned 555,556 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Echols,  P.  H.  Mentioned 252 

Edgarton,  Warren  P.  Mentioned 810 

Edgerly,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 815 

E die,  John  R.  Mentioned 806 

Edmiston,  David  W.  Mentioned 380 

Edmiindson,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 454 

Edwards,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 622 

Edwards,  Alfred.  Mentioned 496 

Edwards,  Arthur.  Mentioned 715,  741 

Edwards,  Charles  G-.  Mentioned 807 

Edwards,  John  F.  Mentioned 496, 499 

Eldredge,  Milo  B. 

Mentioned 106,  805 

Eeport  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 131 

Ellet,  Alfred  W. 

Mentioned 594-596, 783, 817, 824 

Report  of  operations  about  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  (7th)  skirmish,  Dec.  1-10, 

1863  598 

Ellet,  John  A.  Mentioned 783,824 

Elliott,  Marcus  D.  Mentioned 824 

Elliott,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 117 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.*  G.,  see  John  W.  Geary. 

Elliott,  Washington  L. 

Assignment  to  command 693 

Correspondence  with 

Campbell,  Archibald? "574,795 

' McCook,  Edward  M 629 

Stanley,  David  S t 444 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 629,630 

Itinerary  of  Cavalry  command,  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Knoxville,  Tenn., 

Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  22,  1863 436 

Mentioned. . 263-265, 271,281, 284, 287,.328,  329,416-420,436-438, 443,445, 450,462, 625, 
627,  633,  637,  638, 641, 649, 651, 654, 657, 659,  663, 693, 717, 769, 801, 809, 835 
Reports  of 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29, 1863 652 

Mossy  Creek  and  Daudridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28, 

1863  631,  6.33 

Ellis,  John.  Mentioned 815 

Ellis,  Leonard  G.  Mentioned 348 

Ellis,  R.  Mentioned 495 

Ellis,  TovvTson.  Mentioned 456 

Elms,  James  M.  Mentioned 665 

Elstner,  George  R.  Mentioned 814 

Ely,  John  J.  Mentioned 810 

Ely,  Ralph.  Mentioned 356, 812 

Emma  Boyd,  Steamer.  Mentioned 645 

Erdelmeyer,  Frank.  Mentioned 803 

Erwin,  Samuel  C.  Mentioned 88 

Esembaux,  Michael.  Mentioned 804 

Estenaula,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  24, 1863.  See  Northern  Mississippi  and  West 
Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Dec.  Reports  of 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Prince,  Edward. 

Estep,  George.  Mentioned 717 

Estes,  Benjamin  P.  Mentioned 380,384 
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Eubanks,  T.J.  Mentioned 229,230 

Evansville,  Steamer.  Mentioned • 32 

Eve,  John  G.  Mentioned 814 

Everett,  H.  C.  Mentioned 563 

Everett,  P.  M.  Mentioned 601 

Everts,  Louis  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Thomas  W.  Sweeny. 

Ewell,  Richard  S.  Mentioned 284, 330, 676, 712, 718, 756-758, 774 

Ewing,  Frank  M.  Mentioned., 821 

Ewing,  Hugh. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  II.  S 791 

Sherman,  William  T 767 

Mentioned 262, 263, 431, 679, 762,  763, 765,  766,  786, 788,  797,  819 

Ewing,  Martin  B.  Mentioned 814 

Fairchild,  Steamer.  Mentioned 34 

Fairfax,  J.  W.  Mentioned 465 

Falconer,  Kinloch.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Braxton  Brayy. 

Falconnet,  E.  F.  Mentioned 568 

Falkner,  W.  C.  Mentioned 709 

Farley, . Mentioned 574 

Farley’s  Mill,  Holston  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec,  13,  IShS’^ 255 

Farrand,  Janies.  Mentioned 366 

Farrar,  Bernard  G. 

Mentioned ; 595 

Report  of  operations  about  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  (7th)  skirmish,  Dec.  1-10, 

1863  ' 596 

Faulkner,  John  K.  Mentioned 1 809 

Faulkner,  Lester  B.  Mentioned 107 

Faulkner,  W.  W.  Mentioned 570, 572,  573,  620, 692, 704-,  705,  839 

Fayette,  Miss.  Skirmishes  at. 

Nov.  22,  1863* 3 

Dec.  22,  1863* 4 

Fayetteville,  Tenn. 

Affair  near,  Dec.  6,  1863.  Report  of  Joseph  F.  Knipe 602 

Scout  from  Winchester  to,  Oct.  29-Nov.  2, 1863.  Report  of  Joseph  P.  Less- 

lie 236 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  1, 1863* 2 

Fearing,  George  R.  Mentioned 279 

Fearns,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 293,  312 

Ferguson,  Champ.  Mentioned 573, 

576, 580, 582, 589, 591, 601, 602, 645, 678, 691, 694,  764,  834 

Ferguson,  Henry  B.  Mentioned 845 

Ferguson,  Milton  J.  Mentioned 454 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W. 

Mentioned ^ 28-30, 766  • 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Vincent’s  Cross-Roads,  near  Bay  Sprinsjs,  Miss.,  Oct. 

26,  1863 37 

Ferrero,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  B.  Potter 758 

Mentioned 274, 

275,  277,  278,  288,  290,  315, 332-346,  356,  357, 362, 363,  377-379,  410, 811,  812 

Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 * . - . 349 

Fickling,  William  W.  Mentioned 452 

*No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Fidlar,  John  B.  Mentioned 24 

Field,  C,  W.  Mentioned 472 

Filkins,  W.  Mentioned 371 

Finn,  William.  Mentioned 239-241 

Finney,  R.  P.  Mentioned 429 

Pipps, . Mentioned 560 

Fiser,  JohnC.  Mentioned 465,484,496,521,522 

Fisher,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 665 

Fisher,  Joseph.  Mentioned 806 

Fitch,  Henry.  Mentioned 764 

Fitch,  John  A.  Mentioned 819 

Fitch,  Julian  R.  Correspondence  with  Jesse  Merrill 58 

Fitch,  William  T.  Mentioned 805 

Fitzgerald,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 797 

Fitz  Gibbon,  Thomas  C.  Keport  of  skirmish  at  Lawrencehurg,  Tenn.,  Nov. 

3,  1863 238 

Flad,  Henry.  Mentioned 699, 820 

Fletcher,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .335 

Fletcher,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned 818 

Flood,  James  P.  Mentioned 810 

Florence,  Ala.  Scout  from  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  to,  and  skirmish  (12th)  on  Shoal 
Creek,  near  Wayland  Springs,  Tenn.,  Dec.  11-17,  1863.  Report 

of  Richard  Rowett 603 

Floyd,  Watt  W.  Mentioned 452 

Flusser,  Guy.  Mentioned 566 

Flynn,  John.  Mentioned ; ' 805 

Foley,  James  W.  Mentioned 624 

Foley,  John.  Mentioned 584 

Polk,  George  N.  Mentioned 453 

Foraker,  Burch.  Correspondence  with  Jesse  Merrill 59 

Forbes,  S.  Mentioned 33 

Force,  Manning  P.  Mentioned 823 

Ford,  David  J.  Mentioned 387 

Forrest,  Jeffrey  E.  Mentioned 16, 17, 21, 23, 26, 28, 29, 764 

Forrest,  Nathan  B. 

Assigned  to  command  of  West  Tennessee 2 

Mentioned 254,-576-578, 

.580,  582, 588, 589, 593, 608-611, 613-615, 618, 673,  675-677,  686, 698, 701, 705 
Reports  of  operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  Dec.  18- 

31,1863  620,621 

Forsberg,  Augustus.  Mentioned 454 

Fort  Loudon,  Tenn.  See  Fort  Sanders,  Tenn. 

Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.  Scout  from,  Nov.  21-22,  1863.  Report  of  Edward  H. 

Wolfe 572 

Fort  Sanders,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Assault  on,  Nov.  29,  1863.  See  Knoxville, 


Tenn.,  Camj)au/n,  Nov.  A-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 


Alexander,  E.  Porter. 

Ball,  Edward, 

Benjamin,  Samuel  N. 

Buckley,  William  W. 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 

* Christ,  Benjamin  C. 

Cutcheon,  Byron  M. 

See  also  itinerary  of  9ih  Corps,  p.  339. 
Foster,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned 


Dana,  Charles  A. 

Ferrero,  Edward. 

Harris,  William  C. 
Humphrey,  William. 
Humphreys,  Benjamin  G. 
Hutchins,  N.  L.,  jr. 
Jenkins,  Micah. 


Johnson,  Bushrod  R. 
Longstreet,  James. 
McIntyre,  Duncan. 
McLaws,  Lafayette. 
Morrison,  David. 
Poe,  Orlando  M. 
Roemer,  Jacob, 


465, 524 
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Foster,  John  G. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Army  of  the  Oliio 3 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 285, 648 

Bowman,  Henry 425 

Parke,  John  G 329, 415, 416, 627 

Mentioned 263, 264 , 271, 272, 278, 279, 281 , 285, 303, 

310,  321, 325, 326, 397, 405,  406,  410, 412, 424, 426, 437, 462,  628, 629, 631, 632 
Reports  of 

Jonesville,  Va.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  1, 1863 592 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 281,284-286 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29, 1863  646 

Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28, 1863.  625 

Foster,  John  S.  Mentioned 822 

Foster,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  James  M.  Shackelford 410 

Mentioned -292,  330,  338,  339,  376,  395,  398,  402, 403, 405,  410-412,  418,  420,  647,  648, 815 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  2.3,  1863  424 

Foster,  Samuel.  Mentioned 611 

Foulk,  William  L.  Mentioned 777,805 

Fox,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 804 

Fox,  Perrin  V.  Mentioned 42, 68, 78-80, 827 

Foy,  James  C. 

Mentioned 78, 84,  85, 89, 90, 803 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  86 

Franklin, . Mentioned 839 

French,  Samuel  G.  Mentioned 595 

French,  W.  H.  Mentioned 279,765 

Froehlich,  George.  Mentioned 21,22,818 

Fry,  James  B.  Mentioned  767 

Fry,  Speeds. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 723 

Mentioned 283, 601, 813, 832 

Fulkerson,  R.  F.  Mentioned .562 

Fullen,  Washington.  Mentioned 585 

Fuller,  F.  C.  Mentioned 505 

Fuller,  George  B.  Mentioned 354,360 

Fuller,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 790 

Sherman,  William  T 734,789 

Mentioned 676,  677,  699, 700, 709,  730, 732,  763, 765,  820, 838,  848,  851 

Fuller,  William  H.  Mentioned 78 

Fullerton,  J.  S.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Gordon  Granger, 

Fulton,  J ohn  S.  Mentioned 532,  .535, 53(5 

Fulton,  Robert  A.  Mentioned 819 

Fyffe,  Edward  P.  Mentioned 803 

Gaillard,  Franklin.  Mentioned 495, 508, 514 

Gaines,  Abner.  Mentioned 35 

Gaines,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 821 

Galbraith,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 728 

Slocum,  Henry  W 726 

Mentioned 715,  716, 769 


896 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Gallup,  George  W. 

Mentioned 601, 813 

Report  of  skirmisli  at  Salyersville,  Ky^.,  Dec.  1,  1863. 592 

Gallup,  Giles  A.  Mentioned 389 

Galpin,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 293,312,354,367 

Gambee,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 256,804 

Gamble,  A.  Marion.  Mentioned 833 

Ganet,  Abram  E.  Mentioned 645 

Gannet,  Isaac.  Mentioned 656 

Gardenhire,  J.  A.  Mentioned 539 

Garfield,  James  A.  Mentioned 684 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  William  S.  Bosecrans., 

Garrard,  Israel. 

Correspondence  with  James  M.  Shackelford 796 

Mentioned  272,  398,  402-405,  411,  413, 414, 419, 420,  551-555,' 565,  625, 627, 628, 635-638 

Report  of  action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  6,  1863  551 

Garrard,  Theophilus  T.  Mentioned 814 

Garrett,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 791 

Garten,  Zimry  V.  Mentioned 814 

Gary,  Marco  B.  Mentioned 808 

Gary,  Martin  W.  Mentioned 223, 231, 232, 452 


Gatlinsburg,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  10, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, 
Nov.  A-Deo.  23,  1863.  Report  of  Palmer,  j).  438. 


Gault,  James  W Mentioned 814 

Geary,  Edward  R.  Mentioned 76, 114, 115, 117, 120, 124, 135 

Geary,  J ohn  W. 

Correspondence  with  • 

Greene,  George  S 768 

Hooker,  Joseph 46, 51, 55-60, 62, 63, 67, 784, 793, 794 

Howard,  Oliver  O 794 

Slocum,  Henry  W 48,695 

Mentioned 41,43,49, 

55,  60,  64,  68,  71-73,  75,  76,  92,94-99, 102, 105, 106, 108, 110,  111,  120, 123, 
124, 132,  133,  138,  140-144,  149,  150,  152-160,  164-191,  193-197,  201-211, 
213-215,  694, 724,  726, 742,  743, 754, 774, 775, 785, 801. 805, 837, 838,  842,  852 

Reports  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  et<?.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 112, 119 

Geddes,  James  L.  Mentioned - 581,819 

George,  James.  Mentioned 807 

George,  J.  H.  Mentioned 236 

George,  J.  Z.  Mentioned 243-245,248,251,252 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Tight— Battalions  : 9th  {Batteries),  C,  452;  D,  452;  E,  452. 

Cavalry— ^affa//o/7S  ; 16th,  454,  565.  Regiments : 1st,  442,  453,  545-547 ; 2d, 

442,  453,  547  ; 3d,  442,  453,  547  ; 4th‘cffrery’s),  442,  453,  547  ; 6th,  442,  453, 


545-547. 


Infantry — Battalions  : 3d  Sharpshooters,  451,  484,  519.  Regiments  : 2d, 
223,452;  7th,  8th,  9th,  452;  10th,  451,  494,  523;  11th,  452 ; 15th,  223, 
452;  16th,  299,  309,  319,  451,  519,  520;  17th,  223,  452;  18th,  451,  519, 
520 ; 20th,  223,  452 ; 24th,  451,  496,  519;  50th,  451,  523  ; 51st,  356,  451, 
523;  53d,  451,  523  ; 59th,  452. 

Miscellaneous — Cobb  s Legion,  451,  519,  520;  Phillips  Legion,  451,501, 


519, 520. 

Germantown,  Tenn.  Scout  from.  See  ClmlaJioma,  Miss.  Scout  from  German- 
town, Tenn.,  to,  Oct.  22-24,  1863. 
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Gholson,  S.  J.  Mentioned 247, 248, 253, 691, 734 

Gibson,  Horatio  G.  Mentioned 814 

Gifford,  Ira  R.  Mentioned 822 

Gilbert,  E.  N.  Mentioned 360 

Gilbert,  Henry  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  Coburn 847 

Mentioned 808, 834 

Gilbert,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 606 

Gile,  David  H.  Mentioned 749 

Giles,  James.  Mentioned 454 

Gillem,  Alvan  C.  Mentioned 729,  744 

Gillespie,  George  L.  Mentioned 477 

Gillespie,  Hamilton  S.  Mentioned 810 

Gillilin,  John  W.  Mentioned 81 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A.  Mentioned 745 

Gillmore,  Robert  A.  Mentioned 819 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F.  Mentioned 704 

Gilmore,  John  T.  Mentioned 496 

Giltner,  H.  L. 

Mentioned 454,  460, 462,  463,  494, 546,  .555-563 

Eeport  of  action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  6,  1863 563 

Gimber,  Frederick  L. 

Mentioned • 116, 119, 120, 122,  805 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 

Gist,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned 451 

Gist,  William  M.  Mentioned 516 

Gittings,  Erskine.  Mentioned 333,  334 

Glassford,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 64.5 

Gleason,  Newell.  Mentioned.... 807 

Glendening,  James.  Mentioned 76, 120, 122,  125 

Glenn,  Luther  J.  Mentioned 451 

Godard,  Abel.  Mentioned 113,127,805 

Goddard,  C.  Mentioni  d 845 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  H.  Thomas. 

Goddard,  R.  H.  I.  Mentioned 279 

Goforth,  A.  M.  Mentioned 562 

Goggans,  E.  J.  Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  512 

Goggin,  James  M.  Mentioned 485, 496,  l04 

* For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Lafayette  McLaws. 

Goldsmith,  John  H.  Mentioned 124 

Gooding,  Michael.  Mentioned 803 

Goodloe, . Mentioned 676, 714 

Goodrich,  E.  R.  Mentioned. 275,279 

Goodrich,  John  C.  Mentioned 806 

Goodrich’s  Landing,  La.  Expedition  from.  See  Griffin’s  Landivg  and  Catfish 
Point,  Miss.  Expedition  from  Goodrich’s  Landing,  La.,  to,  Oct.  24- 
Nov.  10,  1863. 

Goodspeed,  Wilbur  F.  Mentioned 808 

Goree,  T.  J.  Mentioned 465 

Gorgas,  Adam  B.  Mentioned 22,818 

Gowan,  George  W.  Mentioned 303,311,321,329 

Grace,  James  B.  Mentioned 15 

Grade,  Archibald,  jr.  Mentioned 271, 327, 328, 452, 465, 531-536 

57  R R— VOL  XXXI,  PT  I 


898 


INDEX.. 


. Page. 

Graham,  Felix  W. 

Correspondence  with  Orlando  B.  Willcox 396 

Mentioned 272, 394-399, 403-406, 411, 414, 416, 420, 421, 425, 593, 605, 606, 815 

Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 424-426 

Granger,  Gordon. 

Correspondence  with 

Coburn,  John 834 

Rosecrans,  William  S 261 

Sheridan,  Philip  H 843 

Thomas,  George  H 49, 842 

Whitaker,  Walter  C 826, 827, 839, 845 

Itinerary  of  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  4th  Army  Corps.  Knoxville,  Teun.,  Cam- 
paign, Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 , 432 

Mentioned 44, 49, 82, 261-265, 271, 

278, 280-282, 284-286, 327, 329, 397-399, 405, 431, 445-447, 644, 684, 801, 802 
Granger,  Robert  S. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Skirmish  at  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.,  Nov.  3,  1863..  242 

Correspondence  with 

Hooker,  Joseph 695, 696, 708 

Mizner,  Henry  R 685 

Thomas,  George  H 685,745,754,776 

Mentioned 236, 684,  716, 769, 810 

Granger’s  Mill,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  14, 1863^* 255 

Grant,  C.B.  Mentioned 370,371 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 56,667,698,706,712,738-740,751,752,767,774,784 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 680, 681, 701-703, 745, 755, 756, 770, 771,  778, 788, 796 

Crook,  George 836,8.39 

Ewing,  Hugh 791 

Haines,  Thomas  J 740 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 16,673,689,786 

McPherson,  James  B 679,721,748 

Maxwell,  Cicero 773 

Porter,  David  D 689, 825 

Sherman,  William  T 713, 759, 766, 789, 797 

Thomas,  George  H 60, 669, 670, 741, 784, 825 

War  Department,  U.  S 825 

Mentioned  . . 28, 29, 39, 63-71, 73. 77, 256, 259, 260, 263, 264, 273, 278, 280, 281, 285-287, 
298, 308, 318, 401, 404, 410, 430, 462, 474, 491,  492, 500, 550, 644, 666, 670, 674, 
676, 681, 684, 687, 693, 694,  698, 703, 705, 710, 713, 714, 718-721, 735, 736, 741, 
744, 746, 748, 760, 767,  772, 780, 781, 783, 787, 788,  790, 797, 798,  800, 835,  842 

Gray,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 347, 348 

Gray,  Horace.  Mentioned 809 

Gray,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned 803 

Greathouse,  Lucien.  Mentioned 019 

Green,  George.  Mentioned 807 

Green,  John  U.  Mentioned 253 

Green,  William  F.  Mentioned 591 

Greene,  George  S 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Geary 768 

Mentioned 76, 95, 112, 116, 117, 119-121, 129-133 

Report  of  reopening  of  tbe  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863 126 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 


INDEX. 


899 


Page. 

Greene,  J.  M.  Mentioned 522 

Greenhut,  Joseph  B. 

Mentioned 152, 186, 192, 195, 195, 202, 205, 206 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 142-145 

Greenville,  Ky . Skirmish  at,  Dec.  3, 1863  ^ 3 

Greenwood,  Charles.  Mentioned 807 

Greenwood,  William  H.  Mentioned ‘^36 

Greer,  H.  C.  Mentioned 839 

Gregg,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 443 

Gresham,  Walter  Q.  Mentioned 594, 595, 598, 599, 824 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H. 

Mentioned , . 578, 602, 612,  613, 615, 619, 760,  817, 822 

Reports  of 

Hernando,  Miss.  Scout  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to,  Nov.  19, 1863 571 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 

against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10, 1863  578 

Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Dec.  18-31, 

1863  607 

Griffin,  Daniel  F.  Mentioned 806 

Griffin,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 451 

Griffin’s  Landing  and  Catfish  Point,  Miss.  Expedition  from  Goodrich’s 
Landing,  La.,  to,  Oct.  24-Nov.  10,  1863.  Report  of  George  E. 

Currie 33 

Griffith,  John.  Mentioned 600 

Griffiths,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 818 

Grigsby,  J.  Warren.  Mentioned 222 

Grinager,  Mons.  Mentioned  803 

Grisson’s  Bridge,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27, 1863.  See  Northern  Mississippi 
and  West  Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Bee.  18-31,  1863.  Report  of 
Grierson,  p.  607. 

Grose,  William.  Mentioned 81,  82, 802 

Gross,  William  L.  Mentioned 400 

Grosvenor,  Ebenezer.  Mentioned 79,80 

Guerrant,  E.  O.  Mentioned 566 

Gunkle,  W.  H.  Mentioned 100 

Gunn,  L.  R.  Mentioned 496 

Gurley,  Frank  B.  Mentioned 707,770,776 

Gurley,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 707 

Gwynne,  A.  D.  Mentioned 537, 539 

Hackleman,  James  G.  Mentioned 639 

Haddow,  James.  Mentioned 79,80,136,137 

Hadlock,  Alva  R.'  Mentioned 802 

Hadwick,  Raine  A.  Mentioned 360 

Haight,  Alonzo.  Mentioned 373 

Haight,  John  J.  Mentioned 120,122 

Haines,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 740 

Mentioned 688, 689 

Hale,  Francis  E.  Mentioned 806 

Hale,  Luther  P.  Mentioned 814 

Hall,  Cyrus.  Mentioned 824 

Hall,  E.  J.  Mentioned 596 

Hall,  Hiram  W.  Mentioned 819 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 


900 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Hall,  Robert  H. 

Mentioned 95, 176, 185, 199, 202 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 160-163 

Hall,  Theron  E.  Mentioned 399, 400, 404, 724 

Halleck,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 198,261,262, 

265, 273, 281, 284, 404, 676, 681, 699, 701-703, 708, 713, 714, 730, 756,  770,  791 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Halpin,  William  G.  Mentioned 806 

Ham,  T.  W.  Mentioned 253, 573 

Hambrick,  J.  M.  Mentioned 453 

Hamilton,  Joseph.  Mentioned 496,520 

Hamilton,  O.  P.  Mentioned 573,591,645 

Hamilton,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 373 

Hamilton,  William  D.  Mentioned 815 

Hammann,  Edward.  Mentioned 135 

Hammerstein,  Herbert  von. 

Mentioned 117, 120, 127, 805 

Keport  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  130 

Hammond,  John  M.  Mentioned 404,571 

Hampson,  James  B.  Mentioned 88 

Hampton,  Wade.  Mentioned 588,746 

Hancock,  Elisha  A.  Mentioned 656 

Hanner  [?J, . Mentioned 37 

Hardee,  William  J. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee 3 

Assigned  to  duty  with  Army  of  Tennessee 1 

Correspondence  with  James  Longstreet 474 

Mentioned 218, 455 

Harden,  Captain.  Mentioned 761 

Hardie,  James  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Kardiman,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 92 

Hardin,  J.  F.  Mentioned 505 

Harding,  Chester,  jr.  Mentioned 571, 572 

Hardwick,  Joseph  B,  Mentioned 230 

Hardwick,  W.  M.  Mentioned 471 

Hare,  Christopher  C.  Mentioned 705,706,711,814 

Hargrave,  William  P.  Mentioned 814 

Harker,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 803 

Harmon,  Oscar  F.  Mentioned 807 

Harney,  Selby. 

Correspondence  with  Orlando  B.  Wilicox 555 

Mentioned 397 

Report  of  action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  6,  1863  554 

Harper,  A.  R.  Mentioned 14 

Harris,  Samson.  Mentioned 584 

Harris,  Samuel  J.  Mentioned *. 808 

Harris,  S.  Y.  Mentioned 505 

Harris,  T.  H.  Mentioned 709 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Stephen  A.  Hurlhut. 

Harris,  William  C.  (Adjutant.)  Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov. 

4-Dec.  23, 1863  517 

Harris,  William  C.  (Captain.)  Mentioned 802 

Harris,  William  H. 

Mentioned 279 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 324 


INDEX 


901 


Page. 

Harrison,  Colonel.  Mentioned 705 

Harrison,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 810 

Harrison,  Isaac  F.  Mentioned 594, 595 

Harrison,  Thomas.  Mentioned 397, 453, 545,  .549, 630 

Harrison,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 686,696,744,810 

Hart,  John  R.  Mentioned 14, 446, 447, 453, 456, 458,  459, 482 

Hartranft,  John  F. 

Mentioned 274-276,  289, 291-295, 297, 317, 333-340, 346, 350, 351, 3.56, 362, 370 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenu.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,1863 374 

Hartsfield,  W.  F.  Mentioned 496 

Hartsuff,  George  L.  Mentioned 260, 278, 813 

Hasbrouck,  William  L.  Mentioned 87 

Hascall,  Milo  S. 

Itinerary  of  3d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps.  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, 

Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  393 

Mentioned 277, 291, 327, 338, 375, 376, 406, 605, 811, 815, 816 

Hastings,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 762,765 

Hatch,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Corinth,  Miss.,  Commanding  Officer  at 799 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 722 

Loomis,  Reuben 690 

McCrillis,  La  Fayette 678, 689 

Trafton,  George  W 799 

Wilcox,  John  S 690 

Mentioned 242, 243, 248,  .576-578, 581, 584-587, 590, 700, 733, 822 

Reports  of 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on  the,  Nov.  3-5, 1863.243, 244 
Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 

against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10, 1863  582 

Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Dec.  18-31, 

1863  610 

Hatchitt,  T.  G.  Mentioned 380 

Hawes,  John  J.  Mentioned 813 

Hawkes,  George  P.  Mentioned 337, 374, 812 

Hawkins,  Issac  N.  Mentioned 109 

Hawkins,  Isaac  R.  Mentioned 571,747,822 

Hawkins,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with  James  B.  McPherson 710, 749, 772 

Mentioned 34,  679, 749, 824 

Hawkins,  William  S.  Mentioned 236, 575, 576, 745, 755 


Hawley,  Chauncey  G.  Mentioned 

Hawley,  William.  Mentioned 

Hawn,  Alfred  J.  Mentioned 

Haworth,  William  C.  Mentioned 

Hayes,  Captain.  Mentioned.... 

Haymond,  Henry.  Mentioned 

Hays’  Ferry,  near  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  24,  1863.  See  Mossij 

Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28,  1863. 

Reports  of 


816 

805 
816 
451 
692 

806 


Campbell,  Archibald  P. 
Elliott,  "Washiogton  L. 

Hays,  Jacob  H.  Mentioned 

Hays,  William  H.  Mentioned. 
Hazeltine,  Ross  J,  Mentioned 


Foster,  John  Gr, 
McCook,  Edward  M. 


Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 


820 

807 

806 


902 


INDEX. 


Hazen,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Smith,  William  F *. 50,54,58,59 

Thomas,  George  H 54,58,61 

Mentioned 40,  42, 49, 53, 68, 71-73,  77,  78, 80,  8G,  88, 89, 94, 136, 137, 803, 847 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc..  Oct.  26-29,  1863 82 

Head,  W.  R.  Mentioned 505 

Heasley,  Thomas.  Mentioned 345 

Heath,  Albert.  Mentioned 819 

Heath,  Thomas  T.  Mentioned 17,19,21,22 

Hecker,  Frederick,  ' 

Correspondence  with 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Case  of  Carl  Schurz 201 

Schurz,  Carl 180 

Mentioned 75,  98,  110-112, 118, 137-139, 141-149, 152,  153, 155, 

, 156,  158,  159,  162-166,  168-173, 175, 176, 178-187,  189-197, 202-215, 433, 805 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 170, 171 

Heinrichs,  Gustav.  Mentioned 820 

Heiskell,  Joseph  B,  Mentioned 566 

Heistand,  P.  Mentioned 406 

Henagan,  John  W.  Mentioned 451, 495, 514,  516 

Hencke,  Theodore  W.  Mentioned 570 

Henderson,  James  M.  Mentioned 808 

Henderson,  M.  J.  Mentioned 453 

Henderson,  Paris  P.  Mentioned 823 

Henderson,  Thomas.  Mentioned 247 

Henry,  Edward  P.  Mentioned 807 

Henry,  Samuel.  Mentioned 608,609,617.619,820 

Henshaw,  Edward  C.  Mentioned 814 

Hentig,  F.  G.  Mentioned 380 

Hepburn,  William  P.  Mentioned 246, 822 

Hernando,  Miss.  Scout  from  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to,  Nov.  19,  1863.  Report  of 

Benjamin  H.  Grierson 571 

Herrick,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 822 

Hewett,  John  M.  Mentioned 810 

Hicks,  George  A.  Mentioned 354,374 

Hicks,  J.  P.  Mentioned 533 

Hicks,  Stephen  G.  Mentioned 732, 821 

Higgins,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 109 

Hightower, . Mentioned 440 

Higley,  Joel  P.  Mentioned 312 

Hill,  A.  P.  Mentioned 626 

Hill,  Daniel  H. 

Mentioned 216 

' Relieved  from  command  of  2d  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee 2 

Hill,  James.  Mentioned : 76 

Hill,  John  L.  Mentioned 816 

Hill,  John  W.  Mentioned 293, 312 

Hill,  Sylvester  G.  Mentioned 819 

Hillier,  David.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  W.  Sweeny 783 

Hillier,  Edward  G.  Mentioned 816 

Hills,  Francis  M.  Mentioned 812 

Hillyard,  Lewis.  Mentioned 24 

Hindman,  Thomas  C.  Assigned  to  command  of  2d  Army  Corps,  Array  of 

Tennessee 4 


INDP]X. 


903 


Page. 

Hinson,  Henry.  Moutioued lO'J 

Hobart,  John  H.  Mentioned 496,522 

Hoblitzell,  William  T.  Mentioned 809 

Hobson,  Edward  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Boyle,  Jeremiah  T 68.3, 692, 706, 71 1, 712 

Strickland,  Silas  A 683,  711,  750, 792 

Mentioned 814 

Reports  of 

Columbia,  Ky.  Scouts  from,  Dec.  5-10, 1863 601 

Cumberland  River,  Ky.  Skirmishes  on,  Nov. — , 1863 591 

Hobson,  William  E.  Mentioned 380,381,384,392,814 

Hodge,  Walter  G.  Mentioned 426, 429 

Hodges,  Henry  C.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 67 

Hodges,  Wesley  C.  Mentioned 223,452 

Hoffmann,  Ernest  F.  Mentioned 431 

Holder,  William  D.  Mentioned 451 

Holland,  Dick.  Mentioned 32 

Holly  Springs,  Steamer.  Mentioned 719 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  5,  1863  2 

Holman,  William  C.  Mentioned 817 

Holmes  [?j, . Mentioned 630 

Holmes,  James  T.  Mentioned 256,807 

Holmes,  Marion  P.  Mentioned 290, 354 

Holmes,  William  J.  Mentioned 816 

Holston  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at  Leiper’s  Kerry,  on  the,  Oct.  30,  1863^ 2 

Holt,  Willis  C.  Mentioned 484,  495,  501,  504,  523 

Homan,  Solomon.  Mentioned 88, 89 

Hood,  John  B.  Mentioned 114, 116, 124, 219, 223, 

339, 394, 415, 452, 455, 458,  464, 465, 475, 481, 483, 485,  498, 499, 501, 536,  778 
Hooker,  Joseph. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26- 

29,1863  96 

Correspondence  with 

Crook,  George 671 

Cruft,  Charles 65, 793, 850 

Geary,  John  W 46, 51, 55-60, 62, 63, 67, 784, 793, 794 

• Granger,  Robert  S 695, 696, 708 

Howard,  Oliver  O 45, 46, 52, 55, 213 

Mitchell,  John  G 61 

Schurz,  Carl 182 

Slocum,  Henry  W 45, 694,  724, 726,  742, 793 

Thomas,  George  H 43-48,  53, 55, 

60, 61,  63, 64, 66, 96, 179, 213, 214, ‘671,  684,  694,  707, 715,  716, 728, 785,  826,  851 

Whitaker,  Walter  C 61 

Williams,  — 715 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 741-743, 833, 837 

Mentioned-.  40-43, 54, 57, 58, 60-63, 65,  66,  68-74,  81,  82,  97, 98, 103, 105, 110, 112, 138, 
143, 144, 146-151, 154, 155, 159-181, 185-211,  213-215,  684, 700,  708, 712, 715, 
727, 740, 755,  784,  785, 793-795,  801,  804, 828, 837,  838,  840,  843,  845, 848-851 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 92 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 140-142, 173, 174 

Hopkins,  Edward  R.  Correspondence  with  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut 762 

Hopkins,  Robert  E.  Mentioned 134 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 


904 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Hopkins,  Washington  W.  Mentioned 78 

Hopkins,  W.  M.  Mentioned 559,560 

Horner,  Steamer.  Mentioned 34,35 

Horner,  James.  Mentioned 88 

Horton,  George  W.  Mentioned 6‘23 

Hoskins,  William  A.  Mentioned 272, 

275, 295, 298, 305, 308, 316, 318, 402, 403, 682, 687, 815, 816 

Hosier,  Rufus.  Mentioned 109 

Hotchkiss,  William  A.  Mentioned 807 

Hough,  J.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A,  G.,  see  Andrew  J.  Smith. 

Hovis,  L.  B.  Mentioned 250,251 

Howard,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned . 143, 144, 151- 

156, 162, 163, 171-173, 175, 176, 180, 183, 187, 191-195, 202, 204, 205, 207-209 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 145, 149 

Howard,  O.  H.  Mentioned  ..f. 742 

Howard,  Oliver  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Geary,  JohnW 794 

Hooker,  Joseph 45,46,52,55,213 

Schurz,  Carl 213 

Thomas,  George  H 48 

Itinerary  of  11th  Army  Corps.  Knoxville,  Ttnn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec. 

2.3,  1863 433 

Mentioned 40  46, 48, 49, 54, 55, 67, 68, 71-74, 76, 92-96,  102, 1(»3, 

105,  106,  112, 140-142, 144,  146, 147, 149-151,  157,  159, 160, 162, 169, 17  , 178, 
180,  182, 183,  18.5-187,  194,  195. 198,  202,  203, 2ii5-207, 209,  219, 223, 226, 229, 
256, 262-264, 431, 432. 684, 724,  74 1-743,  745,  754, 774, 785, ^01,  804,  837,  838 

Reports  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863. . 96, 97 

Howe.  James  H.  Mentioned 820 

Hubbard,  Hiram  F.  Mentioned 808 

Hubbard,  Lucius  F.  Mentioned 818 

Hubbard,  Robert.  Mentioned 99, 101 

Hudgens,  T.  A.  Mentioned 513 

Hudson,  M.  G.  Mentioned 544 

Huff’s  Ferry,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at.  See  Maryville,  Little  Liver,  Loclford,  and 
Huff’s  Ferry,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  14,  1863. 

Huger,  Frank.  Mentioned 480 

Huggins,  A.  L.  Mentioned 453, 549 

Hughs,  John  M. 

Mentioned 436,573,574,591,645 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Monticello,  Ky.,  Nov.  27,  1863 575 

Hugunin,  James  R.  Mentioned 821 

Hull,  James  S.  Mentioned 806 

Humes,  William  Y.  6.  Mentioned 453,544 

Humphrey,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 822 

Humphrey,  William. 

Mentioned 274,289,290, 

295,  305,  315,  333, 335, 336, 341,  350-3.52,  356,  358,  361,  365, 368, 370,  .374,  812 

Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1?563 361 

Humphreys,  Benjamin  G. 

Mentioned 451,461,464, 

465,  475,  481, 483, 484,  486,  487, 489, 490, 494-496, 501, 504, 506, 523, 532, 533 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 520 

Hunt,  Ralph.  Mentioned 810 
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Hunter,  Morton  C.  Mentioned 8()7 

Huntingdon,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27,  1863* 4 

Huntington,  John  M.  Mentioned 683 

Hunton,  Kinsman  A.  Mentioned 715 

Hurd,  Captain.  Mentioned 567 

Hurd,  John  R.  Mentioned 802 

Hurd,  Orrin  D.  Mentioned 802 

Hurlbut,  Frederick  J.  Mentioned 821 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Operations  against  Memphis  and  Charleston  Rail- 
road, etc.,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,  1863 577 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 703,746 

Army  Headquarters 16, 673, 689, 703,  779, 786, 787 

Bell,  C.  C 852 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 676, 

677, 691, 704,  705, 709, 733, 734, 746,  747, 760,  761, 839,  851, 852 

Grant,  U.  S 16, 673, 689, 786 

Hatch,  Edward 722 

Hopkins,  Edward  R 762 

McPherson,  James  B 709,790 

Morgau,  William  H 588,615 

Porter,  David  D 686 

Sherman,  William  T 674- 


676, 686, 698, 708-710, 718-720, 732, 734, 735, 746-748, 760 


Smith,  Andrew  J 747,772 

Starr,  M.  H 1 610 

Stevenson,  John  D 583 

Mentioned 32, 


242,  610,  619,  668, 691, 700, 710, 721, 731, 733, 742, 766, 767, 783, 817, 820, 835 
Reports  of 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on  the,  Nov.  3-5, 1863.  243 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 


against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,  1863 576, 577 

Hurst,  Fielding. 

Meiitioued 750,751,822 

Report  of  operations  against  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West 

Tennessee.  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,  1863  588 

Hurst,  Samuel  H. 

Mentioned 804 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  107 

Hurt,  Harrison  M.  Mentioned 575 

Hurt,  John  S.  Mentioned 815 

Huston,  John  M.  Mentioned 88, 89 

Hutchins,  N.  L.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 504 

Mentioned 451, 484, 496 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 518 

Hutchins,  Robert  A.  Mentioned 398,406 

Hutchins,  Rue  P.  Mentioned 806 

Hutchison,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 820 

Hutzell,  David.  Mentioned 778 

Ijams,  John  F.  Mentioned 813 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  : Bridges^  804  ; Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  809 ; 
Cogswell’s,  823;  Colvin’s,  426-428,  815:  Elgin,’^  632,  651-653,  658,  662, 

814  ; Henshaw’s,  289, 291,  295,  305,  315, 377-380,  383-386,  388,  391, 392,  814. 
Regiments:  1st  {Batteries)^  A,  818;  B,  818;  C,  806;  D,  824;  E,  819;  F, 
819;  G,  821 ; H,  763,  818;  I,  819 ; K,  33,  244-246,  822  ; M,  803  ; 2d  {Bat- 
teries), B,  821 ; C,  810 ; D,  619,  820;  F,  824  ; G,  824  ; H,  810;  I,  807,  840; 
K,  824  ; L,  824  ; M,  288,  551-553,  564, 565, 815. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 2d,  720, 820, 821 ; 3d,  580, 581, 822 ; 4th,  566, 819  ; 5th, 
819 ; 6th,  33, 243-247, 577,  584-587, 602, 603,  609, 678,  690,  822 ; 7th,  243-247, 
582, 585-587, 607, 612-614, 621, 678, 700,  822 ; 9th,  585, 586, 607-609, 611, 822 ; 
11th,  819,  824  ; 15th.  822 ; 16th,  396, 592, 817, 818. 

Infantry — fiegiments : ,7th,  821 ; 8th,  824  ; 9th,  821 ; 10th,  807 ; 11th,  822 ; 
12th,  821 ; 13th,  22,  23,  818 ; 14th,  15th,  824 ; 16th,  40,  807,  843,  846, 
851;  17th,  824;  19th,  806;  20th,  823;  21st,  802;  22d,  803;  24th,  806 ; 
25th,  803;  26th,  819;  27th,  803;  28th,  824;  29th,  596,  823;  30th, 
31st,  823  ; 32d,  824 ; 34th,  810  ; 35th,  36th,  803 ; 38th,  802 ; 39th, 

817  ; 40th,  819  ; 41st,  824  ; 42d,  44th,  803:  45th,  823  ; 46th,  824  ; 47th, 

818  ; 48th,  819  ; 50th,  821 ; 51st,  803  ; 52d,  821 ; 53d,  824  ; 55th,  818; 
56th,  823;  57th,  821;  58th,  820,  821  ; 59th,  802;  60th,  686,807;  63d, 
823  ; 64th,  821 ; 65th,  292,  394,  815 ; 66th,  821 ; 72d,  822 ; 73d,  74th, 

803  ; 75th,  802  ; 76th,  824  ; 78th,  807 ; 79th,  803 ; 80th,  75, 110,  171,  180, 
181,  206,  805 ; 81st,  824  ; 82d,  15,  111,  181,  206,  433,  805  ; 83d,  810 ; 84th, 
802;  85th,  86th,  807;  88th,  89th,  803;  90th,  819;  92d,  696,  809;  93d, 
823;  95th,  822;  96th,  802;  98th,  435,809;  100th,  803;  101st,  75,  111, 
804 ; 102d,  754,  810  ; 103d,  819 ; 104th,  806 ; 105th,  754,  810 ; 107th, 
288,  289,  291,  377,  378,  380,  383-387,  390,  392,  814 ; 108th,  821 ; 110th, 
807  ; 111th,  719,  732,  750,  760,  821 ; 112th,  290,  292, 293,  334,  815 ; 113th, 
817,  821;  114th,  818;  115th,  802;  116th,  818;  117th,  617,820;  119th, 
820;  120th,  122d,  821;  123d,  809;  124th,  823;  125th,  807;  127th, 
818 ; 129th,  754,  810 ; 131st,  760,  823. 

Independence,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  7,  1863 1 - 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light—  Batteries : 4th,  808  ; 5th,  81,  802,  850 ; 6th,  819 ; 7th,  8th, 
808;  9th,  820;  10th,  803,  839;  11th,  808;  12th,  13th,  810;  15th,  292, 
295,  305,  315,  332-334,  336,  337,  815 ; 18th,  437,  438,  630-633, 635, 637-639, 
651-655,657,658,660,661,663,809;  19th,  808;  20th,  810;  21st,  137, 379, 
808;  22d,  814;  23d,  402,816;  24th,  290, 292, 295, 305, 315, 380, 384, 385, 
388, 392, 393, 816  ; Wilder,  292, 295, 305, 316, 815. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 2d,  437,  627,  634,  651,  656,  809 ; 3d,  402, 446, 447, 809, 
816; ’4th,  236,  237,629,636,639,651,656,  659,  809;  5th,  293,426-429,  605, 

815  ; 6th,  288, 290, 293, 400, 665, 812-814  ; 7th,  817. 

Infantry— /?e^//77e/7fs  : 6th,  84,  88,  89,  92,  803 ; 9th,  802  ; 10th,  807 ; 12th, 

819  ; 15th,  803  ; 17th,  435,  567,  622,  809  ; 22d,  803  ; 23d,  823  ; 25th,  243, 
820;  27th,  7.54,  805;  29th,  30th,  31st,  802;  32d,  803;  33d,  672,  808; 
35th,  85,  87,  802  ; 36th,  8n2  ; 37th,  38th,  806  ; 39th,  696, 810  ; 40th,  803 ; 
42d,  806 ; 44th,  804  ; 48th,  823  ; 52d,  821  ; 53d,  824  ; 57th,  58th,  803  ; 
59th.  823;  63d,  814,  817;  65th,  293,  426-429,815  ; 66th,  821;  68th, 
803;  70th,  754,  810 ; 72d,  567,  568,  809  ; 73d,  810 ; 74th,  75th,  807  ; 79th, 

804  ; 80th,  649,  662,  814  ; 81st,  802 ; 82d,  136, 137,  807  ; 83d,  818  ; 84th, 
802;  85th,  808,  834;  86th,  804;  87th,  807;  88th,  806;  89th,  617,  820; 
91st,  814;  93d,  818;  97th,  99th,  100th,  819;  101st,  807;  115th,  402, 
816 ; 116th,  293,  402,  428,  816 ; 117th,  402,  495, 522,  605,  606,  816 ; 118th, 
293,  402,  428,  816. 
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Sometimes  called  5th  Battery. 


tNo  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Inge,  W.  M.  Mentioned 734 

Innes,  William  P.  * 

Correspondence  with 

Slocum,  Henry  W 725, 726 

Thomas,  George  H 755, 828 

Mentioned 728,  729, 744, 754.  802, 826 

Intercourse.  See  Trade  and  Intercourse. 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  1st,  21,818;  2d,  819. 

Cayahy— Regiments : 2d,  243-246, 584, 585, 587,  822  ; 4th,  819  ; 5th,  .567, 568, 

809. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 2d,  821 ; 3d,  824;  4th,  818;  5th,  823;  6th,  819;  7th, 

821;  8th,  819;  9th,  818;  10th,  823;  11th,  822;  12th,  819;  13th,  822; 

14th,  820;  15th,  16th,  822;  17th,  823;  25th,  23,24,818;  26th,  30th, 

818;  31st,  818;  32d,  820 ; 35th,  819;  39th,  821. 

Ireland,  David. 

Mentioned 116, 117, 119, 120, 127, 131-134, 805 

Itinerary  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  12th  Army  Corps.  Reopening  of  the 

Tennessee  River,  etc 129 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863  127 

Irvin,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 757 

Irwin,  Bernard  J.  D.  Mentioned 585 

Irwin,  T.  K.  Mentioned 38 

Island  No.  10,  Tenn.  Expedition  from.  See  Tiptonville,  Tenn.  Expedition 
from  Island  No.  10  to,  Nov.  21, 1863. 

Ison,  F.  M.  Mentioned 453 

Itineraries.  See  Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863.  Also 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec.  23,  1863. 

Jack’s  Creek,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  24,  1863.  See  Northern  Mississipin 
and  West  Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Dec.  18-31, 1863.  Report  of  For- 
rest, p.  621. 

Jackson,  Ky.  Affair  at.  See  Mount  Sterling  and  Jackson,  Ky.  Affairs  at, 

Dec.  1-10,  1863. 

Jackson,  Alfred  E.  Mentioned 454 

Jackson,  Allan  H.  Mentioned 804 

Jackson,  Ezra  P.  Mentioned 822 

Jackson,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Orlando  B.  Willcox 395 

Mentioned 395,  405, 406,  428,  816 

Jackson,  John  K.  Mentioned 9 

Jackson,  William  H.  Mentioned 34 

Jacobs,  George  W.  Mentioned 624 

Jacobs,  J.  E.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Washington  L.  Elliott. 

Jacobs,  William  H.  Mentioned 804 

James,  L.  A.  Mentioned 653 

Jamison,  D.  R.  Mentioned * 227 

Jamison,  J.  W.  Mentioned 530 

Jarvis,  Dwight,  jr.  Mentioned 804 

Jeffers,  Ephraim.  Mentioned 355 

Jenkins,  D.  C.  Mentioned 544 

Jenkins,  Jeremiah  W.  Mentioned 818 
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Pago. 

Jenkins,  Micah. 

Charge  and  specification  against  Jerome  B.  Robertson 470 

Mentioned 114, 

217, 219, 220, 222-227, 230, 231, 233, 335, 452, 454, 457-460,  464, 465, 475, 478, 
481,  483-486,  488,  492,  495,  498,  499,  501,  504,  512,524-531,  536,  542,543 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  524 

Jenkins,  William  S.  Mentioned 581, 582 

Jessee,  George  M.  Mentioned •...  8 

John,  Howard  D.  Mentioned 813 

Johnson, . Mentioned 596 

Johnson,  Amory  K.  Mentioned 599 

Johnson,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 728,744 

Mentioned 692 

Johnson,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 816 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R. 

Mentioned.'. 271, 

328,339,415,452,  454,  460,  461,  463,  465,  479,  486,  494,  499,  529,  531-536 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 531 

Johnson,  Calvin  R.  Mentioned 822 

Johnson,  T.  W.  Mentioned 638 

Johnson,  W.  E.  Mentioned 492 

Johnson,  William.  Meniioned 360 

Johnson,  William  A.  Mentioned 593,594 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Tennessee 4 

Mentioned 5, 25, 26, 30, 247, 454, 667, 681, 691, 704, 721, 722, 747, 749 

Reports  of  operations  against  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West 

Tennessee,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10, 1863 588, 589 

Jones,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 824 

Jones,  J.  A.  Mentioned 471 

Jones,  J.  L.  Correspondence  with  Jesse  Merrill 697 

Jones,  John  B.  Mentioned 135 

Jones,  Kindred  B.  Mentioned 551 

Jones,  Oswego.  Mentioned 76 

Jones,  P.  H.  Mentioned 138, 139, 145, 152, 158, 168, 172, 174, 178, 179 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Ransom,  jr 555 

Mentioned 256,260,454,467,-556 

Reports  of 

Mount  Sterling  and  Jackson,  Ky.  Affairs  at,  Dec.  1-10, 1863 601 

Rogersville,  Tenn.  Action  near,  Nov.  6, 1863  555, 556 

Jones,  Theodore.  Mentioned 818 

Jones,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 554 

Jones,  William.  Mentioned 824 

Jones,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Ransom,  jr 557, 560, 561 

Mentioned 272, 286, 338, 339, 3a7,  404, 405, 410, 411, 413, 424, 425, 

430,  440, 442, 454,  460,  463, 546, 555-558, 561, 562, 564, 565, 593, 641, 664, 746 

Report  of  action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  6,  1863  558 

Jones,  William  T.  Mentioned 809 

Jones’  Hill,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Oct,  26, 1863^^ 1 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Jonesville,  Va.  Skirmishes  near. 

Nov.  29, 1863 3 

Dec.  1, 1863.  Report  of  John  G.  Foster 592 

See  iilso  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  \-~Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of  Will- 
cox,  pp.  396, 404. 

Jordan,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned 654 

Report  of  action  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  Dec.  29, 1863  658 

Jordan,  Tyler  C.  Mentioned 452 

Judge,  Francis  W.  Mentioned .353,356 

Kammerling,  Gustave.  Mentioned 807 

Kane,  James  S.  Mentioned 135 

Kansas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries : 1st,  820. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 7th,  579-581, 656, 822. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 1st,  237,  238,  822;  8th,  803. 

Kappner,  Ignatz  G.  Mentioned 820 

Kaufman,  Daniel  B.  Mentioned 812 

Keefe,  . Mentioned 36 

Keegan,  Patrick  H.  Mentioned 806 

Kelley,  B.  F.  Mentioned 768, 770 

Kelly,  John  H.  Mentioned 643 

Kelly,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned 380, 381,  .384, 387, 814 

Kelly,  Robert  M.  Mentioned 807 

Kelly,  Solomon  W.  Mentioned 818 

Kelton,  John  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Kendrick,  Frank  A. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  W.  Sweeny 691 

Mentioned 578,583,821 

Report  of  operations  against  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West 

Tennessee,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,  1863  583 

Kendrick,  William  G.  Mentioned 806 

Kennard,  George  W.  Mentioned 823 

Kennedy,  J.  Mentioned 505 

Kennedy,  John  D.  Mentioned 451, 495, 508, 509 

Kennett,  Henry  G.  Mentioned 810 

Kentucky. 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from  Edward 

H.  Hobson 683, 692, 706 

Operations  in,  Oct.  22-26,  1863.  Communications  from 

Boyle,  Jeremiah  T 750 

Hobson,  Edward  H 711,  712, 750 

Smith,  Andrew  J 704 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry— ^affa//o/7s : 2d  Rifles,  453;  3d  Rifles,  453;  Jessee’s  Rifles,  8, 

453.  Regiments : 2d,  604  ; 4th,  414,  454,  564,  565  ; 9th,  55,  778  ; May’s 
Rifles,t  414,454,564,565. 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light— ^affer/es  ; A,  810;  B,8i0;  C,813;  E,813. 

Cavalry— /?e5r//ne/?fs : 1st,  6,7,  254,288,  292,293,  421;  2d,  809;  3d,  31,  575, 

814;  4th,  604,  621,  809;  5th,  809;  6th,  604,  621,  809;  7th.  631,  651,  745, 

754, 809 ; 11th,  6,  7, 292, 540, 541 ; 12th,  7, 292, 688.;  13th,  575  ; 14th,  813 ; 

15th,  821, 822. 

* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file.  tAlso  known  as  lOth  Kentucky. 
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Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union) — Continued. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  2d,  802 ; 3d,  803 ; 4th,  807 ; 5th,  79,  84, 88-91, 803; 
6th,  84, 88,  89, 92, 803  ; 8th,  85, 87, 802, 840  ; 9th,  804  ; 10th,  ft07  ; 11th,  288, 
292, 293, 377, 424, 665, 814, 815 ; 12th,  687, 815, 816 ; 13th,  288, 289, 291, 377- 
379,383,385,386,389,390,392,814;  14th,  813;  15th,  806;  16th,  632,649, 
651,652,662,814;  17tn,  804  ; 18th,  137,  807  ; 20th,  813;  21st,  810;  23d, 
79,  84,  86-89,  92,  803;  24th,  292,  394,  815;  26th,  31,  32,814;  27th,  288, 
292,293,424,665,815;  28th,  810;  32d,  403;  33d, -706,  711, 814  ; 34th, 
555,814;  35th,  706, 814  ; 37th,  814;  39th,  40th,  47th,  813 ; 49th,  814; 


52d,  575. 

Kerr,  Lucien  H.  Mentioned 

Kershaw,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 451, 

463,  465,  475,  480,  483,  4b7,  490, 494, 495,  498-501,  509-511, 515,  516,  521,  524 

Kesler,  Willis.  Mentioned 606 

Ketcham,  John  H.  Mentioned H05 

Keteltas,  Henry.  Mentioned 806 

Ketner,  James.  Mentioned 822 

Key,  J.  C.  G.  Mentioned 223, 452 

Key  West,  Steamer.  Mentioned 719,762 

Kilburn,  Captain.  Mentioned 707 

Kilburn,  C.  L.  Mentioned 279 

Kilgour,  William  M.  Mentioned 802 

Killed  and  Wounded.  See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops.  Eeturns  of 
Casualties. 

Kilpatrick,  Franklin  W.  Mentioned 223,231,233,452 

Kimball,  Nathan.  Mentioned 719,731,735 

Kimberly,  Robert  L.  Mentioned 85, 88 

King,  John  F.  Mentioned 818 

King,  William  s.  Mentioned 605 

Kingsbury,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 807 

Kingston,  Tenn. 


Action  at,  Nov.  24,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 
1863.  Reports  of 

' Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Longstreet,  James.  Mott,  Samuel  11. 

Byrd,  Robert  K.  Martin,  William  T.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Skirmishes  at  and  about,  Nov.  16-23, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign, 
Nov.  A-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 

Buckley,  William  W.  Cutcheon,  Byron  M.  Poe,  Orlando  M. 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 

See  also  itinerary  of‘Sd  Brig.,  1st  Dir.,  Cav.  Corps,  p.  422. 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  4,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Term.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec. 
23,  1863.  Report  of  Spears,  p.  445. 


Kinney,  John.  Mentioned 109 

Kinney,  Nathaniel  C.  Mentioned..., 816 

Kirby,  Isaac  M.  Mentioned 802, 851 

Kirk,  [ ? ] . Mentioned 676, 677 

Kirk,  Joseph.  Mentioned 240 

Kirk,  Lewis  M.  Mentioned 239 

Kirkpatrick,  M.  L.  Mentioned 453 

Kirkpatrick,  Samuel  C.  Mentioned 809 

Kise,  William  C.  Mentioned 816 

Kitchen,  Edward.  Mentioned 809 

Kittell,  George  W.  Mentioned 821 

Kizer,  Thomas  N.  Mentioned 839 
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Klein,  Robert.  Mentioned 446, 447 , 801),  828, 829 

Klokke,  Ernst  F.  C.  Mentioned 78 

Klutsch,  Dominicus. 

Mentioned 186, 202, 203 

Testimony  of.  Scliurz  Court  of  Inquiry 163, 164 

Knapp,  Jacob.  Mentioned 129 

Knefler,  Frederick.  Mentioned 804 

Knight,  Chester  K.  Mentioned 802 

Knipe,  Joseph  F. 

Correspondence  with  Alplieus  S.  Williams 696, 769, 838 

Mentioned 727, 742, 777, 805 

Report  of  aifair  near  Fayetteville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  6,  1863 602 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 


Assault  on  Confederate  lines  about,  Nov.  23,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn,, 
Camj^aujn,  Nov.  i-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 
Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Hutchins,  X.  L.,  jr.  Potter,  Kol)ert  B. 

Eerreio,  Edward.  McLaws,  Lafayette.  Iluehlo,  John  V. 

Humphrey,  "William. 

Assault  on  Union  lines  about,  Nov.  23,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Cam- 
paign, Nov.  A-Dee.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 

Benjamin,  Samuel  X.  Poe,  Orlando  M.  Potter,  Robert  B. 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 

Siege  of,  Nov.  17-Dec.  4,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec. 
23,  1863.  Reports  of 


Alexander,  E.  Porter. 
Ball,  Edward. 
Benjamin,  Samuel  X. 
Buckley,  William  W. 
Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 
Christ,  Benjamin  G. 
Ferrero,  Edward. 
Goggans,  E.  J. 

Harris,  William  C. 


Humphrey,  William. 
Humphreys,  Benjamin  G. 
Hutchins,  X.  L.,  jr. 
Jenkins,  Micah. 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R. 
Longstreet,  James. 
McIntyre,  Duncan. 
McLaws,  Lafayette. 
Martin,  William  T. 


Morrison,  David. 
Xance,  James  D. 

Poe,  Orlando  M. 
Potter,  Robert  B. 
Roemer,  Jacob. 
Sheldon,  Stephen  H. 
Wallace,  William. 
Wheeler,  Joseph. 
Wheeler,  William  W. 


See  also  itineraries  of  1st  Brig.,  M Div.,  23d  Corps,  p.  393;  2d  Brig.,  3d 
Div.,  23d  Corjjs,  p.  394 ; 3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Cav.  Corps,  p.  422; 

9th  Corps,  p.  339. 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  16, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec. 

23,  1863.  Reports  of  Shackelford,  p.  407  ; Longstreet,  p.  455. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863. 

Battle-flags.  Caj)ture  of.  See  reports  of  Poe,  p.  299 ; Ferrero,  p.  349. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Con  federate  Troops 475 

Union  Troops 288-293, 361, 424 

Charges  and  specifications  against 

Law,  Evander  Mclver 471,472 

McLaws,  Lafayette  503,505 

Robertson,  Jerome  B 470 

Communications  from 


Elliott,  Washington  L 444 

Foster,  John  W 410 

Graham,  Felix  W 396 

Hardee,  William  J , 474 

Hutchins,  N.  L.,jr 504 

J ackson,  George  W 395 
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Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 — Continued. 

Communications  from 

Longstreet,  James 454, 466, 467, 482, 484-486, 494, 497, 542-544 

McLaws,  Lafayette 480,486,491,497,501 

Parke,  John  G 329, 406, 415 

Shackelford,  James  M 375,376 

Sherman,  William  T 278 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 412 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Burnside 280 

Dispatches  of  Charles  A.  Dana 258-265 

Itineraries. 

Cameron,  Daniel  (2d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps) 394 

Davis,  Jefferson  C.  (2d  Division,  14th  Army  Corps) 433 

Elliott,  Wa.shington  L.  (Cavalry  command.  Array  of  the  Cumberland).  436 

Granger,  Gordon  (2d  and  3d  Divisions,  4th  Army  Corps) 432 

Hascall,  Milo  S.  (3d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps) 393 

Howard,  Oliver  O.  (11th  Army  Corps) 433 

Long,  Eli  (2d  Brigade,  2d  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the  Cumberland) . 435 

Mott,  Samuel  R.  (1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps) 382 

Penuebaker,  Charles  D.  (3d  Brigade,  Ist  Division,  Cavalry  Corps) 422 

Potter,  Robert  B.  (9th  Army  Corps) 339 

Reilly,  James  W.  (1st  Brigade,  3d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps)  393 

Stanley,  David  S.  (Cavalry  command.  Army  of  the  Cumberland) 436 

White,  Julius  (2d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps) 381 

Wolford,  Frank  (1st  Cavalry  Division) 421 

Reports  of 

Alexander,  E.  Porter 477 

Ball,  Edward 522 

Benjamin,  Samuel  N 341 

Buckley,  William  W 346,317 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 268-272, 2 0 

Byington,  Cornelius 365 

Byrd,  Robert  K 422 

Capron,  Horace 429 

Carter,  John  C 537 

Chapin,  Marshal  W 382 

Christ,  Benjamin  C 357 

Comstock,  Lorin  L 367,369 

Cutcheou,  Byron  M 369, 372 

Dawson,  Mathew  M 373 

Ferrero,  Edward 349 

Foster,  John  G 281,284-286 

Foster,  John  W 424 

Goggans,  E.  J 512 

Graham,  Felix  W 424-426 

Harris,  William  C 517 

Harris,  William  H 324 

Hartranft,  John  F 374 

Humphrey,  William 361 

^ Humphreys,  Benjamin  G 520 

Hutchins,  N.  L.,  jr 518 

Jenkins,  Micah  - 524 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R 531 

Longstreet,  James 455 


t 
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Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Loomis,  John  M 434 

Lowry,  Francis  H 385 

McBride,  A.  J 523 

McIntyre,  Duncan 514 

McLaws,  Lafayette - 481 

Maiison,  Mahlon  D 374-376 

Martin,  William  T 545 

Morrison,  David 355 

Moses,  R.  J 476 

Mott,  Samuel  R 381 

Nance,  James  D • 509 

Palmer,  William  J 438, 440,  441,  443,  445 

Parke,  John  G 325-331 

Poe,  Orlaudo  M 294,  303, 315 

Potter,  Robert  B 332,  335, 337,  338 

Potts,  Frank 476 

Roemer,  Jacob 345 

Ruehle,  John  V 366 

Sanders,  William  P 420,  421 

Shackelford,  James  M 406-415 

Sheldon,  Stephen  H 515 

Sherwood,  Isaac  R 390 

Sims,  Joseph  A 392 

Spears,  James  G 445, 447-'451 

Sturgis,  Sa  nuel  D 416-426 

Wallace,  William 508 

Wheeler,  Joseph 546 

Wheeler,  William  W 388 

White,  Julius 376 

Willcox,  Orlaudo  B 394-402 

Wilson,  James  H 1 2 5,430 

Resolutions  of  thanks  of  C.  S.  Congress  to  James  Longstreet  and  his  com- 
mand  549 

Sketches 493,507 

Statement  of  condition  of  McLaws’  division  during 489 

Testimony  of  E.  Poiter  Alexander 488 

See  also  Part  II. 

Konkle,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 292,811,816 

Kramer,  Albert. 

Mentioned 192, 195, 202, 206 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 155-157 

Kraner,  Solomon.  Mentioned 664 

Kraus,  William.  Mentioned 813 

Krzyzanowski,  Wladimir. 

Itinerary  of  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps.  Reopening  of  the 

Tennessee  River,  etc Ill 

Mentioned 75, 110-112,  118, 142-145, 149, 152-156, 

159-161,  163-166,  168-172, 176, 179, 181, 183, 186, 187, lc9-197, 204-213, 804 
La  Fayette,  Ga. 

Reconnaissance  from  Rossville  to,  Dec.  14,  1863.  See  Part  II. 

Scout  from  Rossville  to,  Dec.  21-23, 1863.  Report  of  Louis  D.  Watkins 621 

See  also  Part  II. 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  12,  1863.  Report  of  Louis  D,  Watkins .... 
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La  Fayette,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  27,  1863.  Report  of  Cicero  Maxwell 575 

La  Fayette,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at. 

Nov.  5,  1863* 242 

Dec.  4,  1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Bailroad,  in  West  Tennessee. 
Operations  against,  Nov.  2S-Dec.  10,  1863.  Reports  of 

Chalmers,  James  K.  Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.  Kendrick,  Frank  A. 

Dec.  27,  1863.  See  Northern  Mississi2}pi  and  West  Tennessee.  Operations  in, 

Dec.  18-31, 1863.  Reports  of 


Belden,  W.  Scott.  Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Hatch,  Edward. 

Brumback,  Jefi'erson.  Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Morgan,  William  H. 

See  also  Starr  to  Hurlbut,  p.  610. 

Laff,  W.  G.  Mentioned 778 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H. 

Mentioned 436-438, 630-636,  648, 649, 651-655, 660, 661 , 809 

Reports  of 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29,  1863 658 

Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28, 1863.  639 

La  Grange,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  13,  1863* 3 

Laiboldt,  Bernard. 

Mentioned J..  641-643 

Report  of  action  at  Calhoun,  Tenn.,  and  skirmish  at  Charleston,  Dec.  28, 

1863  643 


Lake,  Jarvis  N.  Mentioned 92 

Lamar,  Davidson.  Mentioned 14 

Lamar,  G.  B.  Mentioned 489,496 

Lamberg,  Carl  A.  Mentioned 820 

Lambert,  William  H.  Mentioned 138, 139, 145, 152, 158, 168, 172, 174, 178, 179 

For  correspondence  as  recorder  of  the  court,  see  Court  of  Inqnirij.  Case  of 
Carl  Schurz. 

Lamborn,  C.  B.  Mentioned 438,439 

Lamkin,  E.  O.  Mentioned 248 

.Lamson,  Horace  P.  Mentioned 237 

Landgraeber,  Clemens.  Mentioned 19,22,818 

Lane,  James  C.  Mentioned 805 

Lane,  John  Q.  Mentioned 803 

Lane,  Philander  P.  Mentioned 807 

Langdon,  Bassett. 

Mentioned 78,  84, 85, 87, 803 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863  87 

Langen,  Edward.  Mentioned 820 

Larison,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 820 

Lamed,  D.  R.  Mentioned 279 

Latrobe,  Osman.  Mentioned 465 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  Longstreet. 

Lauck,  James  F.  Mentioned 814 

Laurence,  Uriah  M.  Mentioned 386,387 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  29,  1863* *...  4 

Law,  Evander  Mclver. 

Charges  and  specifications  in  case  of 471,472 


223, 234, 452, 458, 459, 462, 464,  466, 471-475,  485, 519, 524, 526, 527, 529-531  - 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863 224 

*No  circumstantial  reports  on  file.  I 
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Law,  Jesse  S.  Mentioned 292 

Lawrence,  William  H,  Mentioned 95 

Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  5,  1863. 

Congratnlatory  Orders.  Granger 242 

Report  of  Thomas  C.  Fitz  Gibbon 238 

See  also  Part  II. 

Lawson,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned 802 

Lawton,  Scout.  Mentioned 622 

Lawton,  Ira  Gr.  Mentioned 60(5 

Leadbeater,  Edward  S.  Mentioned 361 

Leadbetter,  Danville.  Mentioned 454,460-462,479 

Leary,  Dennis.  Mentioned 387 

Leasure,  Daniel.  Mentioned 812 

Ledig,  August.  Mentioned 171,805 

Le  Due,  William  G. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 844, 849 

Mentioned 54 

Lee,  Aza  A.  Mentioned 293 

Lee,  Clifton.  Mentioned 312 

Lee,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 820 

Lee,  James  A.  Mentioned 380 

Lee,  Matthias  T.  S.  Mentioned 293 

Lee,  Omar  S.  Mentioned 566 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 473 

Longstreet,  J ames 474 

Mentioned 249, 258,  474, 704, 708, 718, 730, 756, 774 

Lee,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 27 

Mentioned 25, 28, 48,  569, 576, 577,  579, 


580,  .582, 583, 588-590, 670-673,  675-678, 685-687, 689,  691,  695, 699,  704,  705, 
707,  709,  712, 720, 728, 734,  745, 748,  763, 764,  766, 776,  787,  797, 798,  833, 836 
Reports  of 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on,  Oct.  20-29, 


1863  25, 26, 28-30 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 

against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,1863  589 

Lee  County,  Va.  Skirmish  in,  Dec.  24,  IShS’’ 4 

Le  Gendre,  Charles  W.  Mentioned - 813 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D.  Mentioned 823 

Leiper’s  Ferry,  Holston  River,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  28,  1863* 2 

Oct.  30, 1863*  2 

Lemert,  Wilson  C. 

Mentioned 339-341, 396, 404, 812, 813 

Reports  of 

Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  12,1863  567 

Powell’s  River.  Skirmish  at,  near  Stickleyville,  Va.,  Dec.  13, 1863 604 

Lender,  Robert.  Mentioned 110,170 

Lennard,  George  W.  Mentioned 803 


circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Lenoir’s  Station,  Tenii.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  15,  1863.  See  Knoxville^  Tenu., 
Cam})ai(jn,  Nov.  A-Dec.  23, 1863.  Reports  of 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.  Longstreet,  James.  Boerner,  Jacob. 

Christ,  Benjamin  C.  Morrison,  David.  Wheeler,  William  W. 

Eerrero,  Edward,  Potter,  Robert  B.  White,  Julius. 

Jenkins,  Micab. 

See  also  itinerary  of  9th  Corps,  p.  339. 

Leonard,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

De  Motte,  Luther  M 59,697 

Merrill , Jesse 697 

Thayer,  S.  A 53 

Mentioned 684, 802 

Lesh,  O.  A.  Mentioned 591 

Lesslie,  Joseph  P.  Eeport  of  scout  from  Winchester  to  Fayetteville,  Tenn., 

Oct.  29-Nov.  2, 1863  236 

Lettler, . Mentioned 843 

Le'wis,  Richard.  Mentioned 348 

Lexington,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned ! 783 

Leyden,  A.  Mentioned 452,455,477-480,487,490 

Lightburn,  Joseph  A.  J.  Mentioned 764,818 

Lilly,  Eli. 

Mentioned 654, 655, 809 

Eeport  of  action  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  Dec.  29, 1863  660 

Lilly,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 813 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 681, 701,757 

Mentioned 73, 214, 264, 278, 281, 283, 669, 693, 715, 740, 759, 768, 842 

Lindsey,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 471 

Lingle,  Harvey  S.  Mentioned 651, 660 

Lister,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned 89, 807 

Little,  F.  H.  Mentioned 452 

Little  Bear  Creek,  Ala.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  27,  1863.  See  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on,  Oct.  20-29,  1863.  Reports  of 
Lee,  Stephen  D.  Stone,  George  A.  Woods,  Charles  E. 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Little  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at.  See  Maryville,  Little  River,  Rockford,  and 
Huff’s  Ferry,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  14, 1863. 

Little  Tennessee  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at  Motley’s  Ford,  on,  Nov.  4, 1863*.  2 

Livingston,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  15, 1863.  See  Monticello,  Ey.  Skir- 
mish at,  Nov.  27, 1863. 

Lockman,  John  T.  Mentioned 143, 804 

Logan,  John.  Mentioned 824 

Logan.  John  A. 

Assignment  to  command 759 

Mentioned 264, 739,  750, 751,  759,  768,  817, 823 

Logan,  John  L.  Mentioned 594,595 

Logan,  T.  M.  Mentioned 232, 457, 465, 525, 527, 528 

Logie,  William  K.  Mentioned 804 

Log  Mountain,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  3,  1863* 255 

Long,  Eli. 

Correspondence  witli 

Crook,  George 776 

Thomas,  George  H 642 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Long,  Eli— Continued. 

Itinerary  of ‘2d  Br  igade,  2d  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  lire  Cumberland -blf) 

Mentioned 2.i(),  2(12, 435, 43G,  538,  (it  1 -(;44 , 80‘J 

Report  of  action  at  Calhoun,  Tenn.,  and  skirmish  at  Charleston,  Dec.  ‘28, 

1863  642 

Long  Ford,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  10,  1863* 255 

Longstreet,  James. 

Charges  and  specifications  against 

Law,  Evander  Mclver 471, 472 

McLaws,  Lafayette .503,505 

Robertson,  Jerome  B 470 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 466-468, 470-4T3, 503 

Bragg,  Braxton 220-222,466,544 

Hardee,  William  J 474 

Lee,  Robert  E 474 

McLaws,  Lafayette 482, 484-486,  491, 494, 49*^ 

War  Department,  C.S ‘219 

Wheeler,  Joseph .542,  .543 

Mentioned 10, 48, 61, 70, 73, 93, 95, 96, 

112, 113, 116, 123, 225, 258-260,  262-265, 268,  ‘270-‘273, 277, 278, 282, 284-286, 
294, 300,  304,  305,  310,  315, 320, 327, 328, 330, 339,  340, 347,  349, 376,  378,  383, 
393, 397,  398,  400,  403,  404, 411, 414,  415, 419,  420, 424,  4‘25, 435, 437, 442, 451, 
452, 454, 467-475, 477, 478, 481-492, 494, 498-500, 502-506, 521, 531-534, 538- 
541,  545, 546, 549,  5.50, 601, 626, 631,  641, 668, 677,  689,  718,  769,  774, 775, 842 
Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.j  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863  455 

Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863 216 

Resolution  of  thanks  of  C.  S.  Congress  to,  and  his  command 549 

Testimony  of.  McLaws  Court-Martial 488 

Loomis,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  William  T Sherman 838 

Mentioned 767,  819 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 434 

Loomis,  Reuben. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  Hatch 690 

Report  of  scout  from  Germantown,  Tenn.,  to  Chulahoma,  Miss.,  Oct.  22- 

24,  1863 33 

Loring,  Charles  G.,  jr.  Mentioned 274,279 

Loring,  W.  W.  Mentioned .577, 595, 673,  677, 691, 692, 705,  720 

Losses  in  Action.  See  Confederate  Troops  and  Union  Troops.  Returns  of  Cas- 
ualties. 

Loudon,  Fort.  See  Fort  Loudon. 

Loudon,  Tenn. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Dec.  4-5,  1863* 255 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  15,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nor.  A-Dec. 

23,  1863.  Reports  of 

• Chapin,  Marshal  W.  Lowry,  Francis  H.  Sherwood,  Isaac  R. 

Jenkins,  Micah.  Potter,  Robert  B. 

See  also  itinerary  of  9th  Corps,  p.  339. 

Loudon  County,  Tenn.  Skirmish  in,  Nov.  5,  1863.  Report  of  George  G.  Dib- 

rell 5.50 

Louisiana  Troops,  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries : Madison,  452,  480. 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Infantry — Regiments:  1.0th.  {Colored),  11th  (CoZore^),  824. 

Louisville,  |Cy.,  Chief  Quartermaster  at.  Correspondence  with  Army  Head- 
quarters   791 

Lounsberry,  Clement  A.  Mentioned ,372 

Love,  James  R.  Mentioned 454 

Love,  S.  Palace.  Mentioned 665, 815 

Lowe,  J.  G.  Mentioned 533 

Lowe,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Crook,  George 671,775 

Patrick,  MatthewsonT 671 

Mentioned 436, 567,  809 

Lowell,  John  W.  Mentioned 824 

Lowrie,  James.  Mentioned 380 

Lowry,  Francis  H. 

Mentioned 380, 384, 392 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 385 

Lowry,  William  M.  Mentioned 454 

Lowther,  A.  A.  Mentioned 471 

Lusk,  William  H.  Mentioned 819 

Lyman,  George  W.  Mentioned 817 

Lyon,  H.  B.  Mentioned 543,544 

Lyon,  S.  S.  Mentioned 303,310,321 

Lyon,  William  P.  Mentioned 810 

McAfee,  A.  L.  Mentioned 453 

McAlester,  C.  E.  Mentioned 303,311,321 

McAUester,  H.  Mentioned 439 

McAloon,  Peter  A.  Mentioned 804 

McArthur,  Allen  D.  S.  Mentioned 813 

McArthur,  James  N.  Mentioned 821 

McArthur,  John.  Mentioned 750 

McBride,  A.  J. 

Mentioned 495, 523 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863  523 

McCahan,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned 4.36,591 

McCalla,  R.  C.  Mentioned 537,539 

McCamant,  William.  Mentioned 567 

McClanahan,  John  W.  Mentioned 824 

Me  Clung,  Hugh  L.  W.  Mentioned 454 

McClure,  John  D.  Mentioned 818 

McClure,  Oliver  S.  Mentioned. . 295, 296, 300, 303, 304,  306,  310, 311, 316, 320, 321, 813 

McCommon,  James  S.  Mentioned 109 

McConnell,  Henry  K.  Mentioned 810 

McConnell,  Sylvester  P.  Mentioned 453 

McCook,  Alexander  McD.  Mentioned 69,262 

McCook,  Anson  G.  Mentioned - 806 

McCook,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 840, 847 

Mentioned 807,851 

McCook,  Edward  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Campbell,  Archibald  P 741 

Elliott,  Washington  L 629 
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McCook,  Edward  M. — Contiuued. 

Correspoudence  with 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 752 

Stanley,  David  S 717,740 

Mentioned 436, 444, 627, 631, 633, 636, 649, 651-653, 658,  b09 

Reports  of 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29,  1863 653 

Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28,  1863.  634, 635 

McCook,  Robert  L.  Mentioned 707,776 

McCormick,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 653 

McCowick,  J.  W.  Mentioned 572,  573 

McCown,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 823 

McCrillis,  La  Fayette. 

Correspondence  with 

Hatch,  Edward 678, 689 

Sweeny,  Thomas  W 690 

Mentioned 243, 244,  248, 822 

McCulloch,  Robert. 

Mentioned 247-249,252,589,590 


Report  of  operations  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Nov.  3-5, 


1863 


250 


McCulloch,  Robert  A.  Mentioned 250 

McDonald, . Mentioned 32 

McDowell,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned 804 

McDuffie,  Norman  H.  Mentioned 229 

McElroy,  Joseph  O.  Mentioned 80 

McElroy,  Kennon.  Mentioned 270,451,465,497,521,522 

McEwen,  John  L.,  jr.  Mentioned 452 

McFadden,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 824 

McFarland,  John.  Mentioned 120 

Macfeely,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 841 

Mentioned 735 

McGinnis,  Archibald.  Mentioned 606 

McGlashan,  Peter.  Mentioned 451 

McGroarty,  Stephen  J.  Mentioned 804 

Me Groarty,  William  H.  Mentioned 76 

Mcllvain,  Alexander.  Mentioned 803 

Meintire,  James.  Mentioned 551,552 

Meintire,  William  T.  B.  Mentioned 806 

McIntyre,  Duncan.  Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 

1863  514 

McIntyre,  James  B.  Mentioned 809 

McKamy,  James  A.  Mentioned 454 

McKenzie,  George  W.  Mentioned 8,778 

McKinney,  Captain.  Mentioned 560 

McKnight,  Joseph.  Mentioned 807 

McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A., 480,501 

Alexander,  E.  Porter 486 

Hutchins,  N.  L.,  jr 504 

Lougstreet,  James 482, 484-486, 491, 494, 497 
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McLaws,  Lafayette — Continued. 

Court-Martial  in  case  of. 

Charge  and  specifications 503, 505 

Statement  of  officers  and  members  of  Wofford’s  brigade 504 

Mentioned 220, 263, 335, 339, 451, 454, 455, 457-461,  463, 

464,  466, 468, 469, 478, 488, 497,  499, 500, 503-506, 525-529, 534, 536, 543, 546 

Relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee 497 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 481 

McLean,  John  D.  Mentioned 808 

McLean,  N.  H.  Mentioned 279 

McLemore,  William  S.  Mentioned 630 

McLennan,  John  D.  Mentioned 452,534 

McMahon,  Thomas.  Mentioned 822 

McManomy,  James.  Mentioned 814 

McMichael,  William.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  H.  Thomas. 

McMicken,  M.  B.  Mentioned 476 

McMillan,  A.  M.  Mentioned 533 

McMillan,  Robert.  Mentioned 451 

McMillen,  William  L.  Mentioned 722,818 

McMinnville,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  21, 1863^^ • 4 

McNabb,  Robert  S.  Mentioned 796 

McNeal,  Walter  B.  Mentioned 79, 80 

McNeill,  A.  J.  Mentioned 594,595 

McPherson,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.S 679,721,748 

Hawkins,  John  P 710,749,772 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 709,790 

Sherman,  William  T 720 

Tuttle,  James  M 722 

Mentioned 243, 703, 705, 709,  719, 731, 733, 742, 752, 75!*,  782, 817, 822 

Reports  of  operations  about  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  (7th)  skirmish,  Dec.  1-10, 

1863  594,595 

Maddox,  G.  W.  Mentioned 505 

Mciffett,  D.  S.  Mentioned 511 

Magee,  David  W.  Mentioned 807 

Mahan,  John  R.  Mentioned 395,, 605, 816 

Mahoney,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned 3.59 

Main,  Zalmon  S.  Mentioned 821 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  10th,  804. 

Malmborg,  Oscar.  Mentioned 818 

Malone,  James  C.,  jr.  Mentioned 453,549 

M^ltby,  Jasper  A.  Mentioned 824 

Manderson,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 804 

Maney,  James  D.  Mentioned 639 

Mann,  Charles.  Mentioned 823 

Manning,  J.  H.  Mentioned 465 

Manning,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned 359 

Manning,  P.  T.  Mentioned 465 

Manning,  Van  H.  Mentioned 223,452 

Manohen  [?J,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 794 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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'Maiison,  Mahlon  D. 

Correspondence  with  James  M.  Shackelford 375,376 

Mentioned 260, 267, 278, 286,  <J89, 291, 302,  311, 321, 325, 331, 339, 381, 811, 813 

Relieved  from  command  of  23d  Army  Corps 4 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 374-376 

Maps  and  Sketches.  See  Slcetches. 

Mardon,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 653 

Markland,  William.  Mentioned 345 

Markle,  Gershom.  Mentioned 35 

Marney,  Amos.  Mentioned ,551,5.52 

Marsh,  Jasoii.  Mentioned 803 

Mar.shall,  Alexander.  Mentioned 808 

Martin,  James  S.  Mentioned 821 

Martin,  John  A.  Mentioned 803 

Martin,  John  H.  Mentioned 109 

Martin,  Samuel.  Mentioned 1 711 

Martin,  William  T. 

Mentioned 382, 399, 406, 410, 414, 420, 426, 428, 437, 438, 440, 442, 445, 453, 4,54, 

460,  462-464,  529, 530, 540, 544,  625, 630, 632,  634, 641, 646,  648,  650, 652,  776 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 545 

Martindale, . Mentioned - 603 

Maryland  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Iwfantry—  Regiments : 2d,  289,  291,  812;  3d,  777,  80.5,  838. 

Maryville,  Little  River,  Rockford,  and  Huff’s  Ferry,  Tenn.  Skirmishes 
at,  Nov.  14,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 

1863.  Reports  of 

Cbapin,  Marshal  "W.  Lowry,  Francis  H,  Sims,  Joseph  A. 

Christ,  Benjamin  C.  Potter,  Robert  B.  "Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Ferrero,  Edward.  Sanders,  William  P.  White,  Julius. 

Longstreet,  James.  Sherwood,  Isaac  R. 

Mason,  Christopher  C.  Mentioned 237,436 

Mason,  John  S.  Mentioned 816 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Inlantry— /?e^//77e/7fs : 2d.  7,53,  805;  21st,  289,  291,  337,  374,  812;  29th, 

2m9,  290,  340,  348,  353,  .3.58, 3.59, 361,  812 ; 33d,  75,  101-104, 106, 108, 109, 143, 

145, 804  ; 35th,  289, 291, 812 ; 36th,  288, 290,  355, 812. 

Mather,  Comly  J.  Mentioned 440 

Matson,  Courtland  C.  Mentioned 814 

Matthies,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 823 

Mattingly,  Ignatius  E Mentioned 814 

Mauff,  August.  Mentioned 806 

Mauldin,  T.  H.  Mentioned 453 

Maurice,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 823 

Maxwell,  Cicero. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 773 

Mentioned 814 

Reports  of 

La  Fayette,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  27,  1863 575 

Voluey,  Ky.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  22,  1863 31 

Maynardville,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  1,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports  of 

Graham,  Felix  W. 


Martin,  William  T. 


Willcox,  Orlando  B. 
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Maysville,  Ala. 

Expedition  from.  See  Whiteshurg  and  Decatur,  Ala.  Expedition  from  Mays- 
ville to,  Nov.  14-17, 1863. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  4, 1863* 2 

Meade,  George  G.  Mentioned 31,668,674,687,703,77.^) 

Meigs,  John  R.  Mentioned 774 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Scott,  Thomas  A 729 

War  Department,  U.  S 774 

Mentioned 666, 670, 678, 741 

Meline,  James  F.  Mentioned 92 

Mellen,  William  P.  Mentioned 780 

Melton,  James  M.  Mentioned 815 

Memphis,  Tenn.  Scouts  from. 

Nov.  19, 1863.  See  Hernando,  Miss.  Scout  from  Memphis  to,  Nov.  19,  1863. 

Dec.  10, 1863.  Report  of  Lucius  B.  Skinner 602 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on  the. 

Oct.  20-29, 1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  Troops 18 

Communications  from 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 705, 709 

Hooker,  Joseph 695 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 16,703 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J 704 

Sherman,  William  T 698, 699 

Stanley,  David  S 707,7-27 

Thomas,  George  H 695 

Reports  of 

Lee,  Stephen  D 25,26,28-30 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J 16, 17, 19 

Palmer,  David  J 23 

Sherman,  William  T 16 

Stone,  George  A 24 

Woods,  Charles  R 22 

See  also  Part  H. 

Nov.  3-5, 1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Confederate  Troops 249 

Communication  from  James  J.  Neely 253 

Reports  of 

Chalmers,  James  R 247 

Hatch,  Edward 243,244 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 243 

McCulloch,  Robert 250 

Richardson,  Robert  V 253 

Siemens,  W.  F 251 

Trafton,  George  W 246 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 
against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Morgan,  William  H 588 

Stevenson,  .John  D 583 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Hurlbut 577 


* Ko  circunistaiatial  reports  on  tile. 
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Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 
against,  Nov.  28-Uec.  10,  1863— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Chalmers,  James  R 589 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H .578 

Hatch,  Edward 582 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A .576, 577 

Hurst,  Fielding .588 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 588,589 

Kendrick,  Frank  A 583 

Lee,  Stephen  D 589 

Mizuer,  John  K 579,582 

Trafton,  George  W 585, 586 

Memphis  (Tenn.)  Bulletin,  Editors  of.  Correspondence  with  William  T. 

Sherman 765 

Mendenhall,  John.  Mentioned 77,78,670 

Meriwether’s  Ferry,  near  Union  City,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  19, 1863. 

Communication  from  George  E.  Waring,  jr .570 

Report  of  Franklin  Moore 570 

Merrill,  Jesse. 

Correspondence  with 

Fitch,  Julian  R 58 

Foraker,  Burch 59 

Jones,  J.  L 697 

Leonard.,  William 697 

Putnam,  Joseph  R 57 

Thomas,  George  H 50, 58, 59 

Mentioned 802 

Mersy,  August. 

Correspondence  with  Grenville  M.  Dodge 748 

Mentioned 821 

Metham,  Pren.  Mentioned 823 

Meumann,  Theodore.  Mentioned 21,22,818 

Meyers,  Ernest  J.  Mentioned 823 

Meysenburg,  Theodore  A. 

Mentioned 190, 191, 202 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 168-170, 172 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Oliver  O.  Howard. 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  1st  {Batteries),  A,  806  j B,  821;  C,”  820;  D,t 
137,808;  E,t  810;  F,^  814;  H,|l  824;  L,  403;  M,^  402,816. 

Cavalry— /?e^//ne/7/s  : 2d,  573, 574, 591, 635,  637,  638,  651,  654,  656,657,  809, 

851 ; 3d,  579-582, 822 ; 4th,  435, 622, 809  ; 8th.  290, 292, 293, 815  ; 9th,  293, 

815. 

Engineers — Regiments  : 1st,  42, 79, 672, 684, 744, 801, 802. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 1st  Sharpshooters,  817  ; 2d,  277,  289,  290, 297, 299, 

307, 309, *317,  319, 338, 340, 346, 352, 353, 356, 363-367, 370, 484, 519, 812  ; 8th, 

288,  290,  355-357,  362,  370, 812 ; 9th,  806  ; 10th,  686, 807, 833, 846  ; 11th, 

806  ; 13th,  803 ; 14th,  238-242,  755, 807 ; 15th,  819  ; 17th,  289,  290,  297, 

307,  317,  342,  343,  352,  362-369,  371,  812;  18th,  754,  810;  19th,  786,  808, 

834,  847;  20th,  289,  290,  345,  353,  362-366,  368-373,  812;  21st,  803;  22d, 

807 ; 23d,  289,  291,  366,  377,  379,  383,  385,  388-390,  392,  814  ; 25th,  649, 

662,  814  ; 27th,  289,  290,  359,  361,  812. 


* Formerly  3d  Michigan  Battery,  i Formerly  5th  Michigan  Battery.  ||  Formerly  8th  Michigan  Battery, 
t Formerly  4th  Michigan  Battery.  § Formerly  6th  Michigan  Battery.  IfFormerly  12th  Michigan  Battery. 
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Middleton,  J.  J, 

Mentioued 489 

Statement  of  condition  of  McLaws’  division  during  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Cam- 
paign, Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  489 

Miles,  Jonathan  R.  Mentioned 803 

Milholland,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 387 

Miller,  Abram  O.  Mentioned 684 

Miller,  Alexander  J.  Mentioned 819 

Miller,  Harrison.  Mentioned 239, 240 

Miller,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 656 

Miller,  Madison.  Mentioned 821 

Miller,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned 256 

Miller,  Samuel  E.  Report  of  operations  near  Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge, 

Tenn.,  Dec.  24-28, 1863  640 

Miller,  Silas.  Mentioned 803 

Millison,  Jesse  R.  Mentioned 123,124 

Mills,  James  K. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  J.  Smith 704,723 

Mentioned 820 

Milward,  Hubbard  K. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 830 

Mentioned 807 

Mims,  David  A.  Mentioned 813 

Mindil,  George  W.  Mentioned 1.38, 804 

Minnesota  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— fiaffer/es : 1st,  823 ; 2d,  «07. 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d, 807;  4th, 823;  5th, 818. 

Minty,  Robert  H.  G. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 844 

Mentioned 261, 436, 437, 809 

Mississippi. 

Atfairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 677 

McPherson,  James  B 748, 749 

Sherman,  William  T 760 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 761 

Sherman,  William  T 8.38,848 

Operations  in,  Oct.  20-31, 1863.  Communications  from 

Bell,  C.  C 852 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 734, 790, 851 

Fuller,  John  W 734,789 

Hatch,  Edward 722,799 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 747 

McPherson,  James  B 679,721 

Sherman,  William  T 718, 720, 747 

Sweeny,  Thomas  W 678 

Trafton,  George  W 799 

Tuttle,  James  M 722 

For  principal  events,  see  Summary,  pp.  1-4. 

Mississippi,  Army  of.  (Confederate.)  Leonidas  Polk  assigned  to  duty  with.  1 
Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  Department  of.  Leonidas  Polk  assigned 

to  and  assumes  command  of 4 
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Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 : No.  1,  661). 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1863:  No.  4,768;  No.  5,775. 

Union  Troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Oct.  31, 1863 800 

Mississippi  River.  Destruction  of  Steamer  Mist,  on  the.  See  Mist,  Steamer. 

Destruction  of  the,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  Oct.  22, 1863. 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Battalions:  18th,  244,  247,  249,  250;  Davenport’s  {State),  &J2‘, 
Ham’s  {State),  253 ; Stockdale’s,  600.  Regiments : 1st  Partisan 
Rangers,  249,  250,590;  3d  iState),  244,249,  251,  252;  5th,  244,  249,  251, 

252,  566,  590 ; Wirt  Adams’,  599. 

Infantry— /?e5r/me/?fs:  13th,  299,309,319,451,496,521,522;  17th,  299,309, 

319, 359, 451, 496, 501, 521, 522 ; 18th,  21st,  451, 521 ; 26th,  705 ; 43d,  692. 
Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments  : 2d  {Colored),  596. 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 1st  {Colored),  566;  3d  {Colored),  824. 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— ^after/es  : Barret’s,  224. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  2d,  244,249,250. 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.)  • 

Artillery,  Light— ^af/er/es  .*  Walling’s  {Mississippi  Marine  Brigade),  34, 824. 
Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  C,  823;  D,  819;  G,  803;  H,  821;  I,  821;  M, 

823:  2d  {Batteries),  F,’^  17-22,818. 

Cavalry,  Battalions : 1st  {Mississippi  Marine  Brigade),  824.  Regiments : 4th, 

720, 820,  823 ; 10th,  596, 819. 

Engineers — Regiments : Bissell’s,  820,851. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st  {])lississippi  Marine  Brigade),  S2A’,  2d,  803  ; 3d, 

20-23,  818;  6th,  818  ; 7th,  824;  8th,  818;  10th,  823;  11th,  818;  12th, 

18,  20,  22,  818 ; 15th,  803 ; 17th,  22, 23,  818 ; 18th,  821 ; 21st,  820  ; 24th, 

820,  823  ; 26th,  823 ; 27th,  21-23,  818  ; 29th,  18,  22,  818  ; 30th,  596 ; 31st, 
18,22,818;  32d,  22,818. 

Mist,  Steamer. 

Destruction  of,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  Oct.  22,  1863.  Report  of  Napoleon 

B.  Buford 32 

Mentioned 32,780 

Mitchell,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Hooker,  Joseph 61 

Thomas,  George  H 62 

Mentioned 61-63, 118, 807 

Mitchell,  Joseph  A.  S.  Mentioned 656 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  D.  C.,  see  Edward  M.  McCooh. 

Mitchell,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Galbraith,  Robert 728 

McCook,  Edward  M 752 

Mizner,  Henry  R 836 

Slocum,  Henry  W 727 

Thomas,  George  H 670,685,69.5,715-717,744,835 

Mentioned 684, 707, 727,  728, 833 

Mitchell,  W.  R.  Mentioned 247,250 

Mix,  James  E.  Mentioned 115,132 

* Sometimes  called  Missouri  Horse  Artillery. 
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Mizner,  Henry  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Granger,  Robert  S 685 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 836 

Stanley,  David  S 727, 728, 7.53, 754 

Mentioned 807 

Mizner,  John  K. 

Mentioned 242-244,  .576, 578,  .588, 607, 609,  671, 822 

Report  of  operations  against  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West 

Tennessee,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10, 1863  579, 582 

Molino,  Miss.  Skirmish  near,  Nov.  28,  1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Rail- 
road, in  West  Tennessee.  Operations  against,  Nov.  28-I)ec.  10, 1863. 

Report  of  Mizner,  p.  579. 

Monarch,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 35 

Montgomery, . Mentioned 36 

Montgomery,  Mrs.  Mentioned 36 

Montgomery,  Campbell.  Mentioned 389 

Montgomery,  William  S.  Mentioned 812 

Monticello,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  27, 1863.  Report  of  John  M.  Hughs 575 

Moody,  George  V.  Mentioned 452,480 

Moody,  Young  M.  Mentioned 452,534 

Moon,  B.  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  George  Crook. 

Mooney,  Patrick  H.  Mentioned 823 

Moore  [?],  . Mentioned 665 

Moore,  Alpheus  S.  Mentioned 815 

Moore,  David.  Mentioned 820 

Moore,  Franklin. 

Mentioned 570, 585 

Report  of  .skirmish  at  Meriwether’s  Ferry,  near  Union  City,  Tenn.,  Nov.  19, 

1863  .570 


Moore,  Jesse  H.  Mentioned 802 

Moore,  Jonathan  B.  Mentioned 824 

Moore,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned.. 387 

Moore,  Le  Roy.  Mentioned 818 

Moore,  Marshall  P.  Mentioned : 806 

Moore,  Oscar  F.  Mentioned 806 

Moore,  Risdon  M.  Mentioned 820 

Moore,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned 533,534 

Moore,  William.  Mentioned 804 

Moorehead,  J.  C.  Mentioned 535 

Moores,  Emil.  Mentioned 367 

Moreland,  M.  D.  Mentioned 38,603 

Morgan, . Mentioned 828 

Morgan,  James  D 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jeflerson  C 846 

Thomas,  George  H - 830,843 

Mentioned 2.56 

Morgan,  John  H.  Mentioned 537 

Morgan,  John  T.  Mentioned 12, 

382, 420, 425,  438, 440, 445, 453, 541, 545-549, 626, 632, 648, 652 
Morgan.  Otho  H.  Mentioned 808 
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Morgan,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut 588,615 

Mentioned 587,  608-611, 820 

Report  of  operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  Dec. 

18-31,  1863 615 

Morris,  John  A.  Mentioned 279 

Morris,  Noah.  Mentioned.. *. 665 

Morrison,  David. 

Mentioned  . . . 288, 290, 295, 305,  315, 333, 335,  336,  350,  351, 356, 359,  361,  362, 369, 812 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863  355 

Morrison,  E.  M.  Mentioned 454 

Morrison,  J.  J. 

Correspondence  with  Carter  L.  Stevenson 8 

Mentioned 7-12,  453, 778 

Reports  of  action  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn.,  Oct.  20,  18C3 12, 13 

Morrison,  John  L.  Mentioned 384 

Morrison,  Thomas  G.  For  correspondence,  see  Thomas  W.  Sweeny. 

Morrison,  T.  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Jefferson  C.  Davis. 
Morristown,  Tenn. 

. Skirmish  at,  Dec.  10,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 

1863.  Deports  of  ParTce,  p.  326;  Shackelford,  p.  413;  itinerary  of 
1st  Cav.  Div.,  p.  421. 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  14,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec. 

23,  1863.  Report  of  Palmer,  p.  441.  ' 

Morrow,  Robert.  Mentioned 279 

Morton,  G.  H.  Mentioned 37, 38 

Morton,  James  St.  Clair. 

Correspondence  with 

Smith,  William  F 825 

Thomas,  George  H 775, 843, 848 

Mentioned 52,  57,  82, 131,802,  845,  8.50 

Moscow,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  5,  1863* 242 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  27,  1863.  See  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee. 

Operations  in,  Dec.  18-31,  1863.  Reports  of  Grierson,  p.  607  ; For- 
rest, p.  621. 

Moseley,  William  W.  Mentioned 754,  841 

Moses,  R.  J. 

Mentioned 465 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23.  1863  476 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Dec.  29,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  Troops 651,660 

Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 648 

Parke,  John  G 646 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 647 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Sturgis 650 

Reports  of 

Campbell,  Archibald  P 656 

Elliott,  Washington  L 652 

Foster,  John  G 646 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Mossy  Creek,  Tenn. — Continued. 

Action  at,  Dec.  29,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Jordan,  Thomas  J 658 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H 658 

Lilly,  Eli 660 

McCook,  Edward  M 653 

Mott,  Samuel  R 661 

Palmer,  William  J 659 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 646-648, 650 

Young,  Thomas  L 662 

See  also  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec.  23,  1863.  Itineraries,  pp. 

381,  382,  438 ; report  of  Martin,  p.  547. 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  26,  1863.  See  Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Opera- 
tions near,  Dec.  24-28, 1863.  Reports  of 
Campbell,  At chibalcl  P,  McCook,  Edward  M.  Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H. 

Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  Troops 633 

Communications  from 

Elliott,  Washington  L 629, 630 

Foster,  John  G 627 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 629 

Reports  of 

Campbell,  Archibald  P 636,638 

Elliott,  Washington  L 631,633 

Foster,  John  G 625 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H 639 

McCook,  Edward  M 634,635 

Miller,  Samuel  E 640 

Palmer,  William  J 640 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 626-630 

Mossy  Creek  Station,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  24,  1863.  See  Peekes  House, 
near  New  Market,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at,  and  at  Mossy  Creek  Station, 

Term.,  Dec.  24,  1863. 

Motley's  Ford,  Little  Tennessee  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  4,  1863. 

Communication  from  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 254 

Report  of  William  P.  Sanders 254 

Mott,  Samuel  R. 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps 382 

Mentioned 273, 277, 377, 381, 438, 446, 447, 647, 649, 653, 814, 818 

Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 381 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29,  1863..  661 

Mount  Pleasant,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  28,  1863* 606 

Mount  Sterling  and  Jackson,  Ky.  Affairs  at,  Dec.  1-10,  1863.  Reports  of 

Boyle,  Jeremiah  T 601 

Jones,  Samuel 601 

Mountz,  T.  J.  Mentioned 638 

Mower,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned 607, 623, 818 

Moyers,  Gilbert.  Mentioned 677,822 

Mudge, 'William  P.  Mentioned 76 

Mueller,  Alexander.  Mentioned 823 

Mueller,  Michael.  Mentioned 819 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Mueller,  Rudolph. 

Mentioned 192, 202, 203. ‘20() 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 152-154 

Muhlenberg,  Edward  D.  Mentioned BOB 

Mulberry  Gap,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  19,  1863.  Report  of  Orlando  B. 

Willcox 570 

Mulberry  Village,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  23,  1863.  Report  of  Silas  Col- 

grove 623 

Mullen,  Bernard  F.  Mentioned 802 

Munitions  of  War.  Supplies  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Allen,  Robert 688, 689 

Army  Headquarters 666,698 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 701 

Crook,  George 727 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 674 

Grant,  U.  S 681, 701, 752, 784, 788 

Haines,  Thomas  J 740 

Hatch,  Edward 689 

Hobson,  Edward  H 683 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 762 

Le  Due,  William  G 849 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 729 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 685,835 

Shackelford,  James  M 682,758 

Sherman,  William  T 841 

Thomas,  George  H 825, 849 

Wolford,  Frank 682,688 

See  also  reports  of  Burnside^  p.  275 ; Foster,  pp.  281,  284 ; Poe,  p.  294 ; 

Willcox,  p,  399 ; Potts,  p.  476 ; Moses,  p.  476. 

Munn,  W.  W.  Mentioned 90, 91 

Murphey,  Abraham.  Mentioned 382 

Murphy,  John.  Mentioned 594,603 

Murray,  Albert  M.  Mentioned 820 

Murray,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 820 

Murray,  Eli  H.  Mentioned 575, 576 

Murray,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 436,573,591 

, Myers,  James  H.  Mentioned 816 

Nance,  James  D. 

Mentioned .*  451, 495, 512 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 .509 

Nance,  John.  Mentioned 830 

Nance,  John  K.  G.  Mentioned 510 

Nashville,  Steamer.  Mentioned 798 


Nashville,  Tenn.  Expedition  from.  See  Creelshorough,  Ky.  Expedition  from 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  to,  Dec.  28,  1863-Jaii.  4,  1864. 

Natchez,  Miss. 

Operations  about,  and  (7th)  skirmish,  Dec.  1-10,  1863.  Reports  of 


Adams,  Wirt 599 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 598 

Farrar,  Bernard  G 596 

McPherson,  James  B 594,595 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  11,  1863* 2 


*No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Navy,  U.  S.  Co-operation  of,  with  Army.  Communications  from 

Phelps,  S.  Ledyard 762 

Porter,  David  D - 678,689,771 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  David  D.  Porter 678 

Naylor,  William  A.  Mentioned 803 

Neal,  Charles.  Mentioned 89 

Neeley, . Mentioned 728 

Neely,  H.  M.  Mentioned 539 

Neely,  James  J. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  V.  Richardson  253 

Mentioned 249, 253 

Neely,  R.  P.  Mentioned 614 

Neet,  F.  R.  Mentioned 596,597 

Neff,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned — 802 

Neff,  George  W.  Mentioned 816 

Negroes.  Employment  of,  as  laborers.  Communications  from 

Fry,  Speeds 723 

Maxwell,  Cicero 773 

Neil,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 813 

Neill,  Edward  M.  Mentioned 279 

Nevill,  William  N.  Mentioned 539 

Neville,  James.  Mentioned 805 

Neville,  John  W.  Mentioned 813 

Nevin,  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  S.  Granger. 

Newbold,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 820 

New  Castle,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  26,  1863.  See  Northern  Mississippi 
and  West  Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Dec.  18-31,  1863.  Report  of 
Prince,  p.  612. 

Newell,  Nathaniel  M.  Mentioned 809 


New  Hampshire  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  6th,  31,813;  9th,  813;  11th,  289,291,812. 


New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne«ts  : 13th,  754, 770, 805  ; 33d,  102, 804. 

New  Madrid  Bend,  Tenn. 

Sconts  to,  Nov.  30-Dec.  3, 1863.  Report  of  Rufus  S.  Benson 591 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  22,  1863* 1 

Newsom,  John  F.  Mentioned 704, 761, 839 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Light — Batteries  : 13th,  805.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  I,  805; 
M,  754,777,  806;  2d  {Batteries),  L,t  289,  291,  295,  298,  305,  .308,  315,  318, 
333-337, 342, 345, 346, 348, 350, 351, 353, 355,  356, 362, 365, 372, 812. 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 3d,  283. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs ; 8th,  804;  45th,  15, 75,  151,  804;  46th,  289,  290,  359, 
361, 812;  51st,  813  ; 58th,  75,  804  ; 60th,  57, 112, 113, 119, 127, 129, 130, 768, 
805;  68th,  75, 110,  111,  152, 171, 180, 181,206,  805;  78th,  76,  112, 113, 117- 
120,  127-132,805;  79th,  288,  290,  299,  309,  319,  336,  340,342,348,351,353, 
356,812;  102d,  119,130,805;  107th,  754,  770,  805;  119th,  75,  143,  171, 
804;  123d,  777, 805  ; 125th,  838;  134th,  74, 102, 804  ; 136th,  75, 102-107, 
804, 837, 838 ; 137th,  76, 112-117, 119-121, 123, 127-133, 805 ; 141st,  75, 110, 
143, 152, 153, 171, 172, 181, 190, 206, 804  ; 143d,  15, 75, 166, 804  ; 145th,  777, 
805;  149th,  76,  112,  113,  115,117-120,123,127-134,805;  150th,  754,  770, 
805;  154th,  74, 102, 804;  168th,  804. 

* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file, 
t After  Nov.  19. 1863,  known  as  34th  New  Tork  Battery, 
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Nichol,  David.  Mentioned * 

Nicholas,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned 809 

Nicklin,  Benjamin  S.  Mentioned 810 

Nixon,  Edward  S.  Mentioned 241 

Noble,  Silas.  Mentioned :i;i 

Noble,  William.  Mentioned 293, 312, 354 

Nolte,  John  F.  Mentioned 824 

Norris,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 665 

Norris,  John  S.  Mentioned 496,505 

Norris,  Omar  P.  Mentioned ■ ,379, 391 

Norris,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned 380 


North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 6th,  453. 

Miscellaneous — Thomas’  Legion,  454. 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d  {Mounted),  .396.  « 

Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee.  Operations  in,  Dec.  18-31, 


1863. 

Communications  from 

Morgan,  William  H 615 

Starr,  M.  H 610 

Thayer,  W.  A 612 

Reports  of 

Belden,  W.  Scott 611 

Brumback,  Jeiferson 614 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 620,621 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H 607 

Hatch,  Edward 610 

Morgan,  William  H 615 

Prince,  Edward 612 

Statement  of  E.  F.  Butler 612 

Northup,  George  W.  Mentioned 87f88 

Noyes,  Edward  F.  Mentioned^ .820 

Nugent,  William  L.  Mentioned 38 

Oakes,  William  A.  Mentioned 348 

Oates,  William  C.  Mentioned 223,225,452 

O’Brien,  Steamer.  Mentioned 571,572,592 

O’Connell,  P.  A.  Mentioned 406 

O’Connell,  Patrick.  Mentioned 684,801 

O’Dell,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 163 

O’Haver,  Warren.  Mentioned 606 

Ohio,  Army  of  the. 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.,  relieved  from  command  of 3 

Cox,  Jacob  D.,  assigned  to  command  of  23d  Army  Corps 4 

Foster,  John  G.,  assigned  to  command  of 3 

Mansou,  Mahlon  D.,  relieved  from  command  of  23d  Army  Corps 4 


Orders,  series  1863:  Dec.  29,  1863  (Sturgis),  650. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  37,  312. 

Orders,  General  Field,  series  1863 : Nos.  33,  34,  280. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  102  (Manson),  792. 
Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1863  : No.  56,  235. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 


Oct.  31, 1863 811-817 

Nov.  30,  1863 267 
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Ohio,  Department  of  the.  Movements,  disposition,  etc.,  of  troops  in.  Com- 
munication from  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 680 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st,  813, *816 ; 2d,  711,813, 814. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  3d,  824;  4th,  20-22,  818;  6th,  804;  7th,  824; 

8th,  823 ; 9th,  623,  744,  808 ; 10th,  823 ; 14th,  821  ; 15th,  824 ; 18th, 

808;  19th,  290,  292,295,305,316,393,394,  816;  20th,  808;  21st,  396,402, 
405,816;  22d,  813;  24th,  816.  Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  A,  808;  B, 

808;  C,  808;  D,  291,295,  316,393,  394,  809,815;  E,  810;  F,  808;  G,  808; 

I,  805 ; K,  805, 851 ; M,  808.  ‘ 

Cavalry— /ffatfa//o/7S : 4th,  813,  567  ; 5th,  813.  Companies : 4th,  822  ; Mc- 
Laughlin’s Squadron,  813.  Regiments:  1st,  809;  2d, 288,  292,293, 815; 

3d,  435,809;  4th,  744,809;  5th,  16-22,435,  436,  787  ; 7th,  288,  292,  293, 
551-554,565,682,815;  9th,  815,816;  10th,  438,633,651,652,  659,  660,  726, 

809,  843. 

Infantry — Companies  : 5th  Sharpshooters,  802 ; 8th  Sharpshooters,  816. 
Regiments  : 1st,  84,  88,  89,  91,  803 ; 2d,  79,  806  ; 3d.  810 ; 5th,  805  ; 6th, 

84, 88-92,  803  ; 7th,  805  ; 9th,  807 ; 10th,  802 ; 11th,  136,  137,  807  ; 13th, 

804  ; 14th,  807  ; 15th,  803 ; 17th,  136, 137,  807  ; 18th,  42,  79,  806 ; 19th, 

804;  20th,  823;  21st,  806;  24th,  802;  26th,  803;  27th,  820;  29th,  118, 

805;  30th,  818;  31st,  89, 1.36, 137, 807 ; 32d,  824  ; 33d,  79, 81, 806 ; 35th, 

807;  36th,  79, 136, 137, 807 ; 37th,  818;  38th,  137,  807 ; 39th,  820;  40th, 

802;  41st,  79,84,88-91,803;  43d,  820;  44th,  291,  393,394,  815;  45th,  7, 

288, 292, 293, 421, 423, 424, 815, 46th,  819 ; 47th,  818 ; 49th,  803  ; 50th,  810, 

814;  51st,  8.5,  802;  52d,  807  ; 53d.  819;  54th,  818;  55th,  75,  106,  804; 

57th,  818;  58th,  822;  59th,  804 ; 61st,  75,  804 ; 63d,  820 ; 64th,  65th, 

803;  66th,  805;  68th,  823  ; 69th,  806 ; 70th,  819 ; 71st,  810;  72d,  818  ; 

73d,  75,  101-104,  106-109,804;  74th,  806,816;  76th,  22,  23,  818;  78th, 

823  ; 79th,  754, 810 ; 80th,  823 ; 81st,  8il ; 82d,  75, 804  ; 86th,  813 ; 88th, 

816;  89th,  137,  807;  90th,  802;  92d,  79,  136,  137,  807;  93d,  84,  88, 

89,92,  803;  94th,  806;  95th,  614,  818;  97th,  803;  98th,  807;  99th, 

65,  802;  100th,  291,  393,  394,  815;  101st,  802,  851;  102d,  672,  716, 

769,  810  ; 103d,  292,  687, 815, 816 ; 104th,  291,  393, 394, 815 ; 105th,  807  ; 
106th,  108th,  810  ; 111th,  288,  289,  291,  377-379,  383-386, 390-392, 814  ; 
113th,  807;  118th,  632, 649, 651,  652,654,  656,  657,  662-664,  814;  121st, 

807;  124th,  79, 84,  88-91, 803;  125th,  803;  129th,  396,813. 


O’Kane,  Joseph.  Mentioned 246 

Okolona,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  9, 1863  * 3 

Oliver,  John  M.  Mentioned 819 

Oliver,  Paul  A. 


Mentioned 95, 151, 159, 163, 164, 167, 168, 175, 185, 187-189, 199, 202, 207 


Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 149-151, 176-178 

Oliver,  William  S.  Mentioned 824 

O’Meara,  Timothy.  Mentioned 819 

O’Neil,  John.  Mentioned 429 

Opdycke,  Emerson.  Mentioned 8C3 

Orcutt,  Theovel  E.  Mentioned 624 

Organ,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 596, 598 

Organ,  James  F.  Mentioned 597 

Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Confederate  Troops 223, 451-454 

Union  Troops • 267, 684, 800-824 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Orlemann,  Louis  H.  Mentioned 143, 165, 187, 208 

Osband,  Embury  D.  Report  of  expedition  from  Skipwith’s  Landing  to  Tallu- 
lah Court-House,  Miss.,  Nov.  10-13, 1863  566 

UoJorn,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 805 

Osborne,  Milton  A.  Mentioned 810 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 675 

Robbins,  M.  W 18 

Sherman,  William  T 704 

Mentioned 22-24, 26-30, 698, 699, 703, 7.33, 735, 742, 763, 786, 789, 792, 817, 818 

Reports  of  operations  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Oct.  20-29, 

1863  16, 17, 19 

Otto,  August.  Mentioned  142, 144, 1.53, 163, 164, 172, 204, 207 

Otto,  John.  Mentioned 808 

Overton,  Edward,  jr.  Mentioned 812 

Owens,  James  W.  Mentioned . 813 

Owens,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned 816 

Packer,  Warren  W. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams 837 

Mentioned 777, 805, 838 

Paducah,  Ky.,  Quartermaster  at.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons..  772 

Paine,  Eleazer  A.  Mentioned 7.55,810 

Paint  Rock,  Steamer.  Mentioned 67,74,445-447 

Palmer,  David  J.  Report  of  operations  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad, 

Oct.  20-29, 1863 23 

Palmer,  John  M, 

Assignment  to  command 847 

Assumes  command  of  14th  Army  Corps 2 

Mentioned 40,  43, 47, 57, 69-71, 73, 81, 801, 806, 840, 842, 845, 847 

Palmer,  William  J. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 831 

Mentioned .'. 328,  438, 448,  451, 626, 628, 651-654,  660, 810 

Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 438, 440,  441, 443, 445 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29, 1863 659 

Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28. 1863.. . 640 

Palmyra,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  13, 1863.  See  Part  II. 

Pardee,  Ario,  jr.  Mentioned 805 

Pardue,  W.  P.  Mentioned 692 

Parish  [?], . Mentioned 766 

Park,  J.  M.  Mentioned 251 

Parke,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E - 406, 646 

Foster,  John  G 329, 4 15, 4 16, 627 

Spears,  James  G 665 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 647 

Mentioned  . . . 260, 261, 272, 273, 278, 279, 281-284, 286, 287, 403, 411, 419, 420, 631,  632 
Reports  of 

Bean’s  Station,  Tenn.  Scout  to,  Dec.  29-30, 1863 664 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  325-331 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Ambrose  E.  Burnside. 

Parker,  Ezra  K.  Mentioned 348 
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Parker,  P.  L.  Mentioned 530 

Parker,  Francis  H.  Mentioned 735 

Parker,  Josephus  S.  Mentioned 664 

Parker,  Nathan.  Mentioned 454,564 

Parker,  William  W.  Mentioned 452,478 

Parkhurst,  John  G.  Mentioned ’ 806 

Parrott,  James  C.  Mentioned 821 

Parry,  Augustus  C.  Mentioned 818 

Parsons,  Lewis  B. 

Correspondence  with  quartermaster  at  Paducah,  Ky 772 

Mentioned 772 

Patrick,  John  H.  Mentioned 805 

Patrick,  Matthewson  T. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Lowe 671 

Mentioned 809 

Patten,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 809 

Patterson,  James  W.  Mentioned 405,406,816 

Patterson,  Louis.  Mentioned !...  778 

Patton,  Charles  U.  Mentioned 816 

Patton,  Samuel  K.  N.  Mentioned 403 

Payne,  T.  H.  Mentioned 239 

Pearson,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 813 

Pearson,  Robert  N.  Mentioned 823 

Pease,  William  H.  Mentioned  815 

Peats,  Frank  F.  Mentioned 824 

Peck,  Elijah  W.  Mentioned 813 

Peck,  W.  D.  Mentioned 496 

Peckham,  James.  Mentioned 818 


Peck’s  House,  near  New  Market,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at,  and  at  Mossy  Creek 
Station,  Tenn.,  Dec.  24,  1863.  See  Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge, 
Tenn.  Operations  wear,  Dec.  24-28, 1863.  Reports, of 


, Elliott,  Washington  L.  La  Grange,  Oscar  H.  Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 

Foster,  John  G.  McCook,  Edward  M. 

Peebles,  Hubert  F.  Mentioned 820 

Peeples,  Tyler  M.  Mentioned 452 

Pegram,  John.  Mentioned 746 

Peirce,  Ebenezer  W.  Mentioned 358, 812 

Peitz,  George.  Mentioned 233 

Pell,  Duncan  A. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 701 

Mentioned 279 

Pemberton,  John  C.  Mentioned 777 

Pennebaker,  Charles  D. 

Itinerary  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  Cavalry  Corps 422 


Mentioned 292, 296, 306, 316, 414, 421-424, 541, 647, 796. 815 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries : B,  804;  D,  340,341;  E,  76;  112,114,  115,117- 
122,  124, 134-136,  806,  837. 

Cavalry-  Regiments : 7th,  809  ; 9th,  436, 591,  635, 637, 638, 651,  652,  654,  656- 
659,809  ; 11th,  283  ; 15th,  438,  439,  448,  628,  633,  640,  648,  651,  654,  658- 
660,  801,  810,  831. 

Infantry— /?ep//77e/7ts ; 27th,  74, 102, ‘•’04 ; 28th,  805;  29th,  76, 112-117, 119- 
124,805;  45th,  288, 290, 355, 812  ; 46th,  672,777,805;  48th,  289,291,337, 
374,812  ; 50th,  289,  290,359,  361,  812;  51st,  289,  291,  812;  73d,  74,  101, 


.1 
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Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— /?e^/me/;fs : 73d  (cont’d),  10:>,  804  ; 75th,  75, 110,  111,  143, 1.52, 153, 

155,  171,  1»0, 181;  206,805;  77th,  802;  78th.  79th,  806;  100th,  289,290, 

353,  362-364,  373,  374,  812  ; 109th,  76, 112-114,  116,  117,  119-123, 125, 128,  t 
130, 132, 805;  111th,  76, 112-114, 116, 117, 119-123, 125, 126, 805, 837;  147th, 

118, 805. 

People,  J.  W.  Mentioned 784 

Perkins,  H.  W.  Mentioned 95 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  Hooker. 

Perkins,  Marland  L.  Mentioned 585 

Perry,  William  F.  Mentioned 223,230,452,471 

Peter,  Richard  A.  Mentioned 823 

Peters,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned 109 

Peters,  William  E.  Mentioned 454 

Pettit,  Marvin  D.  Mentioned 76, 120, 122 

Pettit,  Willis  H.  Mentioned 808 

Phelps,  A.  T.  Mentioned 568 

Phelps,  Edward  H.  Mentioned 807 

Phelps,  S.  Ledyard. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 762,798 

Mentioned 7l3,  714,  719,  733,  736, 737,  835, 848 

Philadelphia,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Oct.  20,  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of.  Union  Troops 7 

Communications  from 

Bond,  Emery  S 682 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 703 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 7, 8 

Thomas,  George  H 700 

White,  Julius 682,688,701 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Bragg 8 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton 7 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 5 

Dibrell,  George  G 10-12 

Morrison,  J.J 12,13 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 8 

White,  Julius 5,6 

Wolford,  Frank 6, 7 

Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  25-26, 1863^ : 1 

Dec.  2, 1863* 3- 

Phillips,  Delos.  Mentioned 367 

Phillips,  Jesse  J.  Mentioned 593, 821 

Phillips,  John  C.  Mentioned 815 

Phillips,  Robert  E.  Mentioned 821 

Pickands,  James.  Mentioned 84,90,91,803 

Pickens,  William  C.  Mentioned 809 

Pickett,  George  E.  Mentioned * 703 

Piepho,  Carlo.  Mentioned 810 

Pierce,  G.P.  Mentioned 505 

Pierce,  Henry.  Mentioned 81 

Pierson,  Silas.  Mentioned 120,130 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Pierson,  William  S.  Mentioned 811 

' Pike,  James.  Mentioned 797 

Pillow,  Parker  B.  Mentioned 821 

Pillowville,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  15,  1863.  Eeport  of  George  E.  War- 
ing, jr 570 

Piney  Factory,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  3, 1863* 2 

Piper,  John.  Mentioned 817 

Pittman,  S.  E.  For  correspondence,  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alpheus  S.  Williams. 

Plessner,  Henry.  Mentioned 816 

Poe,  Orlando  M. 

Mentioned 274-279, 328 

Eeports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec. 23, 1863  294,303,315 

Poindexter,  William  H.  Mentioned 31 

Pointer,  M.  Mentioned 540,544 

Polk,  Leonidas.  Assignments  to  command 1,4 

Poole,  David.  Mentioned 814 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 689, 825 

Hurlhut,  Stephen  A 686 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 678 

Sherman,  William  T 736,771,780 

Mentioned 16, 666, 674, 675, 699, 708, 7 19,  736, 800 

Porter,  F.  Mentioned 371 

Porter,  John  M.  Mentioned 656,795 

Porter,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned 623,624 

Port  Gibson,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  26,  1863* 4 

Post,  P.  S.  Mentioned 81 

Potter,  Edward  E.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  John  G.  Foster. 
Potter,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 796 

Ferrero,  Edward 758 

Itinerary  of  9th  Army  Corps 339 

Mentioned 13, 259, 260, 267, 273-275, 278, 279, 281, 288, 290, 302, 311, 321, 325, 

331,  335, 370, 374-376, 378, 379, 383, 384,  389, 390, 415, 449,  680, 757, 811, 812 

Eeports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  332, 335, 337, 338 

Potts, . Mentioned  15 

Potts,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 824 

Potts,  Frank. 

Mentioned 465 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 476 

Powder  Spring  Gap,  Tenn.  Reconnaissance  from  Blain’s  Cross-Roads  to, 

Dec.  23, 1863* 4 

Powell,  Eugene.  Mentioned 805 

Powell,  Lemon  S.  Mentioned 813 

Powell,  R.  M.  Mentioned 223, 452 

Powell,  Walter  H.  Mentioned 824 

Powell’s  River.  Skirmish  at,  near  Stickleyville,  Va.,  Dec.  13, 1863.  Eeport 

of  Wilson  C.  Lemert 604 

Powers,  Oliver  M.  Mentioned 816 

Prather,  Allen  W.  Mentioned 88 

Pratt,  John.  Mentioned 656 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Prescott,  Mark  H.  Mentioned 80(5 

Presdee,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned 809 

President,  C.  S.  See  Jefferson  Davis. 

President  U.  S.  See  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Price,  Frederick  Y.  Mentioned 381 

Price,  G.  C.  Mentioned 34,35 

Price,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned 256,810 

Prince,  Edward. 

Mentioned 607,608 

Report  of  operations  in  Northern  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  Dec.  18- 

31, 1863  612 

Private  Property. 

Action  touching.  Communication  from  Thomas  W.  Sweeny 691 

Depredations  on.  Communication  from  Samuel  P.  Carter 829 

Puckett,  Nancy  L.  Mentioned 829 

Pue,  Arthur,  jr.  Mentioned 549 

Pulaski,  Tenn. 

Affair  near,  Dec.  15,  1863.  See  Part  II. 


Scout  from,  Dec.  11-17, 1863.  See  Florence,  Ala.  Scout  from  Pulaski,  Tenn., 
to,  and  skirmish  (12th)  on  Shoal  Creek,  near  Wayland  Springs, 


Tenn.,  Dec.  11-17, 1863. 

Scout  from  Columbia  toward,  and  skirmish,  Oct.  27, 1863* 2 

Scouts  from,  and  skirmishes,  Dec.  1, 1863.  Reports  of 

Barnes,  John  W 593 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 593 

Pullman,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 611 

Purcell,  William.  Mentioned 822 

Purington,  George  A.  Mentioned 815 

Putnam,  Azro  C.  Mentioned 383 

Putnam,  Douglas,  jr.  Mentioned 807 

Putnam,  Holden.  Mentioned 823 

Putnam,  James  F.  Mentioned 823 

Putnam,  Joseph  R.  Correspondence  with  Jesse  Merrill 57 

Quinn  and  Jackson’s  Mill,  Coldwater  River,  Miss.  Skirmishes  at. 

Nov.  1, 1863* 2 

Nov.  3, 1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Bailroad.  Operations  on  the,  Nov. 

3-5,  1863.  Reports  of 

Chalmers,  James  E.  McCulloch,  Eohert.  Trafton,  George  W. 

Hatch,  Edward.  Siemens,  W.  F. 

Radmore,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 387 

Raffen,  Alexander  W.  Mentioned 806 

Rainey,  A.  T.  Mentioned 223,452 

Ramsey,  W.  A,  Mentioned ..539 

Randall,  Charles  B. 

Mentioned 117, 120, 127, 128, 805 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863 132 

Rankin,  Richard  C.  Mentioned 554 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Samuel 555 

Jones,  William  E 557, 560, 561 

Williams,  John  S 558 

Mentioned 286, 339,  376, 398,  399, 404, 405, 414, 451, 454,  460-462, 556, 746 

Report  of  action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  6, 1863 556 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Raum,  Green  B.  Mentioned 823 

Rawlins,  James  S.  Mentioned 606 

Rawlins,  John  A.  Mentioned 679 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  V.  S.  Grant. 

Ray,  Daniel  M.  Mentioned 809 

Raymond,  E.T.  Mentioned 356 

Redding,  Nehemiah  M.  Mentioned 24 

Redfearn,  J.  Mentioned..-. 32 

Reed,  Joseph  R.  Mentioned 819 

Reed,  Perry  L.  Mentioned 244,246 

Reeve,  Edwin  F.  Mentioned 824 

Reeve,  Felix  A.  Mentioned 815,816 

Reid,  Hugh  T. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  J.  Smith 800 

Mentioned 820 

Reilly,  James  W. 

Itinerary  of  Ist  Brigade,  3d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps 393 

Mentioned 275, 277, 291, 295, 296, 305, 306, 315, 316, 337, 606, 815 

Reindeer,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 645 

Remick,  David.  Mentioned 446 

Renz,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 24 

Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River.  See  Tennessee  Biver.  Beopening  of,  etc. 

Reynolds,  A.  W.  Mentioned 531,532 

Reynolds,  John  A. 

Mentioned 115, 117, 119, 124, 806 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 134 

Reynolds,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned 69,801 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  George  H.  Thomas. 

Reynolds,  Thomas.  Mentioned 822 

Rheinlander,  John.  Mentioned 820 

Rhode  Island  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  1st  (Batteries),  D, 289,  291,  295,  299,  305,  309, 

315, 319, 333, 335-337, 342, 346-351, 353, 812. 

Infantry — Regiments:  7th,  813. 

Rhodes,  James  P.  Mentioned 348 

Rice,  D.  K.  Mentioned 470 

Rice,  Elliott  W.  Mentioned 821 

Rice,  P.  H.  Mentioned 14 

Rice,  Richard.  Mentioned 813 

Rice,  William  G.  Mentioned 451 

Richards,  William  V.  Mentioned 406 

Richardson,  Frank  E.  Mentioned 38 

Richardson,  Henry.  Mentioned 819 

Richardson,  Robert  V. 

Correspondence  with  James  J.  Neely 253 

Mentioned 33, 247-249, 580, 582, 607, 613, 614, 645, 673, 674, 711, 748, 750, 852 

Rei)orts  of  operations  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Nov.  3-5, 1863.  253 

Richmond,  Lewis.  Mentioned 272 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,see  Ambrose  E.  Burnside. 

Rickards,  William  D.  Mentioned 123 

Rickards,  William,  jr. 

Mentioned 113, 115, 117, 119-122, 805 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,1863.... 122 
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nider,  Godfrey,  jr. 

Mentioned 256,  804 

Report  of  reopening'of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863 103 

Riedt,  August.  Mentioned 256 

Riely,  J.  W.  Mentioned 472 

Riley,  W.L.  Mentioned 777 

Rinaker,  John  I.  Mentioned 593,821 

Ringgold,  Ga. 

Reconnaissance  from  Rossville  to,  Dec.  5,  1863* 3 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  13,  1863* 3 

Ripley,  Miss. 

Affair  at,  Dec.  4,  1863* 576 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  1, 1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Ten- 
nessee. Operations  against,  Nov.  2&-Dec.  10,  1863.  Reports  of 
Mizner,  p.  579 ; Johnston,  p.  589. 

Ritter,  Richard.  Mentioned 824 

Robbins,  M.  W.  Correspondence  with  Peter  J.  Osterhaus 18 

Robbins,  W.  F.  Mentioned 230 

Robbins,  W.  Mack.  Mentioned 471 

Roberts,  Aurelius.  Mentioned 818 

Roberts,  Henry  P.  Mentioned...., 664 

Roberts,  James.  Mentioned 429 

Roberts,  Sidney  O.  Mentioned 593,608,611,612 

Robertson,  Jerome  B. 

Court-Martial  in  case  of.  Charge  and  specification 470 

Mentioned 223, 226, 228,  4.52,  459, 462,  464,  466-470, 475, 503, 525, 527, 531 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 234 

Robie,  Oliver  P.  Mentioned 744, 809 

Robins,  Oscar  M.  Mentioned 656 

Robinson,  George.  Mentioned 820 

Robinson,  George  J.  Mentioned 809 

Robinson,  James  S.  Mentioned 804 

Robinson,  John  R. 

Mentioned 665 

Report  of  scout  to  Bean’s  Station,  Tenn.,  Dec.  29-30,  1863... i 665 

Robinson,  Milton  S.  Mentioned 807 

Robinson,  Solomon  S.  Mentioned 820 

Robison,  Captain.  Mentioned 569 

Roby,  Jacob  W.  Mentioned 806 

Rockford,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at.  See  Maryville,  Little  River,  Roclford,  and 
Huff’s  Ferry,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at,  Nov.  14,  1863. 

Rockwell,  C.  Mentioned 314 

Roddey,  Philip  D.  Mentioned 25-30, 236, 569, 577, 

671, 672, 676-678,  685,  689,  695, 698, 699,  705, 707, 728, 776,  790,  798,  834-836 

Rodgers,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 824 

Rodgers,  H.  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  W.  Slocum. 

Rodney,  Miss.  Skirmishes  at. 

Dec.  17, 1863* 4 

Dec.  24, 1863*  .’ 4 

Roebuck  Lake,  Miss.  Expedition  from  Skipwith’s  Landing  to,  Nov.  18-22, 

1863* 2 

Roemer,  Jacob. 

Mentioned 332,334,812 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 345 


No  circumstautial  reports  ou  file. 
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Rogers,  Captain.  Mentioned 551,552 

Rogers,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 544 

Rogers,  George  C.  Mentioned 824 

Rogers,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 768, 777 

Mentioned  769,777,805 

Rogersville,  Tenn.  Action  near,  Nov.  6, 1863. 

, Communications  from 

Davis,  Jetferson 556 

Jones,  William  E 557 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr 555,557,558,560,561 

War  Department,  C.S 556 

Willcox,  Orlando  B .555 

, Reports  of  , 

' Carpenter,  Daniel  A 551 

Corns,  James  M 562 

Garrard,  Israel 551 

Giltner,  H.  L 563 

Harney,  Selby 554 

Jones,  Samuel 555, 556 

Jones,  William  E 558 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr 556 

Shackelford,  James  M 554 

Statement  of  W.  H.  Watterson 561 

See  also  report  of  Willcox,  p.  402. 

Roper,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 513 

Roper,  William  P.  Mentioned 809 

Rosecrans,  William  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 666 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 261 

Granger,  Gordon 261 

Slocum,  Henry  W 715 

Thomas,  George  H 262 

Mentioned •. 25, 29, 69, 71, 72.  77, 261, 262. 382, 666-670, 

675, 680, 681, 683, 686, 691, 693, 694, 700, 703-705,  708, 722,  756, 825, 832,-844 

Relieved  from  command  of  Army  of  the  Cumberland 1 

Ross,  Francis  M.  Mentioned 824 

Ross,  George  E.  Mentioned 815 

Ross,  L.  S.  Mentioned * - 589,590,678 

Ross,  Samuel.  Mentioned 777, 805 

Ross,  S.  M.  Mentioned 533 

Rossville,  Ga. 

Reconnaissance  from,  to  Ringgold,  Ga.,  Dec.  5, 1863* 3 

Reconnaissance  to  La  Fayette  from,  Dec.  14, 1863* 4 

Scout  from.  See  La  Fayette,  Ga.  Scout  from  Rossville  to,  Dec.  21-23, 1863. 
Rousseau,  Lovell  H.  Mentioned 67,69,771,779,801,806 

Rowden, . Mentioned 123 

♦ 

Rowett,  Richard. 

Mentioned 593, 594, 821 

Report  of  scout  from  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  to  Florence,  Ala.,  and  skirmish  (12th) 

on  Shoal  Creek,  near  Way  laud  Springs,  Tenn.,  Dec.  11-17, 1863  ..  603 

Rowland,  Thomas.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  Ransom, 'jr. 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Rucker,  D.  H. 

‘ Correspondence  with  Thomas  Swords 791 

Mentioned - 791 

Rudd,  Oscar  F.  Mentioned 817 

, Ruehle,  John  V.  Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov,  4-Dec.  911, 186:1  366 

Ruflf,  S.  Z.  Mentioned 270,  451,  465,  481,  483,  489,  490,  497, 519,  520 

Ruger,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Slocum 753, 754, 770 

Mentioned 672,  673,  727,  741, 742, 805, 833 

Ruggles,  Daniel.  Mentioned 691,692,761 

Ruggles,  James  M.  Mentioned 822 

Rumsey,  Israel  P.  Mentioned 818 

Runciman,  Francis.  Mentioned :360 

Russell,  Captain.  Mentioned 761 

Russell,  A.  A,  Mentioned 381,  445, 545,  547, 548 

Russell,  Francis  L.  D.  Mentioned 802 

Russell,  James  M.  Mentioned 664 

Russell,  Roswell  M.  Mentioned 809 

Russell,  William.  Mentioned 553 

Russellville,  Tenn. 

Affair  at,  Dec  10,1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec.  23, 

1863.  Reports  of  Shackelford,  p.  414  ; Martin,  j).  545. 

Skirmishes  at,  Dec.  12-13,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Cani'paign,  Nov.  4- 
Dec.  23,  1863.  Report  of  Shackelford,  p.  414. 

Rutherford,  W.  D.  Mentioned 517 

Rutishauser,  Isaac.  Mentioned 820 

Rutledge,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at. 

Dec.  7, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec.  2:3,  1863.  Report 
of  Shackelford,  p.  410. 

Dec.  16, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  A-Dec.  23,  1863.  Reports 
of  Foster,  p.  286  ; Parke,  p.  328. 

Dec.  18, 1863* 256 

Sahm,  Nicholas.  Mentioned 805,851 

Salomon,  Edward  S.  ' 

Mentioned 805 

Report  of  reconnaissance  from  Bridgeport  toward  Trenton,  Ala.,  Oct.  20, 

1863  15 

Salyersville,  Ky.  Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  30, 1863* 2 

Nov.  30, 1863* 3 

Dec.  1, 1863.  Report  of  George  W.  Gallup 592 

Sanders,  E.  H.  Mentioned 505 

Sanders,  Fort.  See  Fort  Sanders. 

Sanders,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 254,  745 

Mentioned -269, 273, 275, 292-294, 296, 297, 302,  304,  306,  307,314, 316, 317,  323, 541, 687 
Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov,  4-Dec.  23, 1863  420,421 

Motley’s  Ford,  Little  Tennessee  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  4, 1863  254 

Sandford,  R.  A.  Mentioned 252 

Sand  Mountain,  Ala.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  26,  1863* 4 

Sanford,  John  W.  A.  Mentioned 4.52,535,5:16 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Santmyer,  John  M.  Mentioned 812 

Saulsbury,  Tenn.  Descent  on,  Dec.  2,  1863.  See  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations  against,  Nov.  26-Dec.  10, 


1863.  Reports  of 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Hurst,  Fielding,  Mizner,  John  K. 

Hurlbnt,  Stephen  A.  Johnston,  J oseph  E.  Trafton,  George  W. 

Savery,  Phineas  M.  Mentioned  250 

Sawyer,  R.  M.  Mentioned 712 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  T.  Sherman. 

Sawyers,  John  M.  Mentioned 815 

Saxton,  Beebe  L.  Mentioned 241 

Sayles,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned 606 

Scales,  W.  N.  Mentioned 248 

Schall,  Edwin.  Mentioned 289, 291,  336, 340, 812 

^ Schmitz,  Joseph.  Mentioned 572 

Schofield,  John  M.  Mentioned 787,788 

Schueler,  Gustavus.  Mentioned 803 

Schultz,  Frederick.  Mentioned 808 

Schurz,  Carl. 

Correspondence  with 

Court  of  Inquiry 184 

Hecker,  Frederick 180 

Hooker,  Joseph 182 

Howard,  Oliver  O 213 

Thomas,  George  H 213 

Court  of  Inquiry  in  the  case  of.  See  Court  of  Inquiry. 

Mentioned 62-64, 67, 75, 94-99, 137- 

146, 148-155, 157-183, 192, 197, 202, 205-211, 213-216, 256, 433, 801,  804, 842 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  110 

Schuyler,  Peter  S.  Mentioned 653 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Adjutant,  see  B.  P.  Wells. 

Schwenk,  Samuel  K.  Mentioned 357, 3.39, 360 

Scobey,  John  S.  Mentioned 803 

Scott,  F.  P.  Mentioned 239,240 

Scott,  John.  Mentioned 820 

Scott,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned 637 

Scott,  Thomas  A.  Correspondence  with  Montgomery  C.  Meigs  •. 729 

Scottsville,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  8,  1863.  See  Monticello,  Ky.  Skirmish  ai,  Nov.  27,  1863. 

Skirmish  near,  Dec.  8,  1863"' 3 - 

Scranton,  Leonidas  S.  Mentioned 809 

Scruggs,  L.  H.  Mentioned 223,230 

Scully,  James  W.  Mentioned 810 

Sealy,  Robert  P.  Mentioned 823 

Seddon,  James  A.  Mentioned 454,471-473 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Sedge  wick,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 802 

Sedgwick,  John.  Mentioned 198 

Sehlen,  John  C.  H.  von.  Mentioned 333,334,815 

Seidel,  Charles  B.  Mentioned 809 

Seley,  Abel  H.  Mentioned 819 

Selfridge,  James  L.  Mentioned 777 

Sell,  Daniel  K.  Mentioned 360 

Sellers,  W.  H.  Mentioned 529,530 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Semple,  A.  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle. 

Serviere,  Alphons.  Mentioned 812 

Sevy,  John  W.  Mentioned 373 

Seymour,  Ira  B.  Mentioned 120 

Shackelford,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 682, 687, 730, 745, 758, 759, 771 

Foster,  John  W 410 

Garrard,  Israel  796 

Manson,  Mahlon  D 375, 376 

Mentioned 270,272,275,277,279,292, 

325-328, 335, 338, 339, 375, 376, 393, 402, 403, 406, 415, 541, 605, 730, 811, 815 

Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 • 406-415 

Rogersville,  Tenn.  Action  near,  Nov.  6,  1863  554 

Shafer,  Henry  W.  Mentioned 816 

Shane,  James  M.  Mentioned 807 

Shane,  John.  Mentioned 822 

Shanks,  John  P.  C.  Mentioned 817 

Sharp,  James  B.  Mentioned 640 

Shaw,  Adam.  Mentioned 135 

Shaw,  James  C.  Mentioned ' 552 

Shaw,  Jo.  Mentioned 538,539 

Shaw,  W.  L.  Mentioned 653 

Shedd,  Warren.  Mentioned 823 

Sheet25,  Josiah  A.  Mentioned 824 

Sheffield,  James  L. 

Mentioned 223, 227, 228, 452 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  228 

Sheldon,  Sitephen  H.  Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec. 

23,1863 : 515 

Shelley,  James  T.  Mentioned 236, 447, 807 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.  . 

Correspondence  with  Gordon  Granger 843 

Mentioned 265, 328, 644, 698, 801, 803 

Sheridan,  W.  E.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 66 

Sherman,  Francis  T.  Mentioned 803 

Sherman,  William  T. 

, Assignment  to  command 759 

Assumes  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 1,712 

Correspondence  with 

Anthony,  De  Witt  C 764 

Army  Headquarters 766,797 

Bingham,  J.  B 848 

Bingham,  Judson  D 841 

Blair,  Frank  P.,jr 675,714,762,763 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 278 

C rook , George 797 

Dodge,  Grenville  M . . . 674, 676, 677, 699, 709, 734,  747, 761, 771, 788, 790, 835, 848  ' 

Ewing,  Hugh 767 

Fuller,  John  W 734, 789 

Grant,  U.  S 713, 759, 766, 789, 797 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 674- 

676,  686,  698,  708-710,  718-720,  732,  734,  735,  746-748,  760 
Doomis,  John  M 1 838 
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Sherman,  William  T.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Macfeely,  Robert 841 

McPherson,  James  B 720 

Memphis  (Tenn.)  Bulletin,  Editors  of 765 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J 704 

Phelps,  S.  Ledyard 762,798 

Porter,  David  D. 736,771,780 

Smith,  John  E 765 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 735 


Mentioned 16, 26, 28, 70, 247, 256, 259, 262-265, 267, 271, 278, 286, 398, 

399,  430-433, 435, 447, 462, 474, 594, 596, 666, 668, 673,  677, 678, 685, 686, 688, 
689,  691,  695, 703-707, 709, 710,  716, 722,  727, 730, 733, 738-740,  746,  747,  750- 
752,  759,  761, 768, 770, 772, 786, 787, 790, 791, 817, 818, 825, 826, 836, 839, 852 
Report  of  operations  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Oct.  20-29, 1863.  16 


Sherwood,  Isaac  R. 

Mentioned 380,385,814 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 390 

Shields,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 816 

Shoal  Creek,  Tenn.  Skirmish  on.  See  Florence,  Ala.  Scout  from  Pulaski, 

Tenn.,  to,  and  skirmish  (I2th)  on  Shoal  Creek,  near  Wayland  Springs, 

Tcww.,  Dec.  11-17,  1863. 

Siber,  Edward.  Mentioned 792 

Siddall,  Joseph  J.  Mentioned 89 

Sigfried,  Joshua  K.  Mentioned 289,291,332,333,335,336,340,378,811,812 

Simmons,  Henry.  Mentioned 821 

Simms,  James  P.  Mentioned 451,495 

Simonson,  John  S.  Mentioned 811,817 

Simonson,  Peter.  Mentioned 802 

Simpson,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 831 

Mentioned 279, 601, 723 

Simpson,  Samuel  P.  Mentioned 22 

Sims,  Joseph  A. 

Mentioned 295, 305, 315, 360 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 392 

Sinclair,  A.  P.  Mentioned 240, 241 

Sinclair,  William  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  S.  Stanley  ; 
also  Eohert  B.  Mitchell. 

Sipes,  William  B.  Mentioned 809 

Sirwell,  William.  Mentioned 806 

Sketches. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 493, 507 

Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 83,  212, 232 

Skiles,  John  W.  Mentioned 816 

Skinner,  Lucius  B.  Report  of  scout  from  Memphis,  Tenn,,  Dec.  10, 1863 602 

Skipwith’s  Landing,  Miss. 

Expedition  from.  See  Tallulah  Court-House,  Miss.  Expedition  from  Skip- 
uith's  Landhig  to,  Nov.  10-13,1863. 

Expedition  from,  to  Roebuck  Lake,  Miss.,  Nov.  18-22, 1863* 2 

Siemens,  W.  F. 

Mentioned 247-250, 590 

Report  of  operations  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Nov.  3-5, 

1863  : 251 


* No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Slemp,  Campbell.  Mentioned 396, 4.'}4, 565 

Slevin,  Patrick  S.  Mentioned 815 

Sligh,  James  W.  Mentioned 715,834 

Sloan,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 823 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Galbraith,  Robert 726 

Geary,  John  W 48, 695 

Hooker,  Joseph 45,694,724,726,742,793 

Innes,  William  P 725, 726 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 727 

Rosecrans,  William  S 715 

Roger,  Thomas  H 753, 754, 770 

Stanley,  David  S 726 

Stevenson,  Ala.,  Telegraph  Operator  at 741 

Thomas,  George  H 741 

Utley,  William  L 725, 743, 744, 770 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 672, 695, 726, 742, 753, 754, 777, 786, 834, 837, 841 

Mentioned  40,42-45,49, 

73,  76,  135, 152,226,673,  684,  694,  716,  740,  741,  743,  801,  805,  826,  834,837 

Smith, . Mentioned 397 

Smith,  General.  Mentioned 704 

Smith,  Major.  Mentioned 357 

Smith,  Andrew  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 8.39 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 747, 772 

Mills,  James  K 704,723 

Reid,  Hugh  T 800 

Waring,  George  E.,jr 570 

Wolfe,  Edward  H 692 

Mentioned 607,713,719,720,750,751,820 

Smith,  Arthur  A.  Mentioned 810 

Smith,  Charles  C.  (Captain.)  Mentioned 818 

Smith,  Charles  C.  (Colonel.)  Mentioned 809 

Smith,  C.  T.  Mentioned' 4.54, 559 

Smith,  Emil.  Mentioned 820 

Smith,  Frank  G.  Mentioned 808 

Smith,  Franklin  C.  Mentioned 810 

Smith,  Frederick  F.  Mentioned 454 

Smith,  George  W.  Mentioned 806 

Smith,  Giles  A.  Mentioned 818 

Smith,  James  A.  Mentioned 15 

Smith,  Jason  B.  Mentioned 822 

Smith,  J.H.  Mentioned 638 

Smith,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 765 

Mentioned 675, 714, 786, 788, 797, 817, 823 

Smith,  John  T.  Mentioned 802 

Smith,  Joseph  C Mentioned 17 

Smith,  Milo.  Mentioned 818 

Smith,  Morgan  L.  Mentioned 20, 21, 23, 29, 30, 763, 786, 817, 818 

Smith,  Orland. 

Itinerary  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps.  Reopening  of  the 

Tennessee  River,  etc 102 

Mentioned 75, 94,  96, 98, 99  101, 102, 106, 108, 148, 159, 162, 256, 804 

60  R R— VOL  XXXI,  PT  I 
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Smith,  Robert  P. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 686,696,769,795 

Mentioned 807, 846 

Smith,  Thomas  Kilby.  Mentioned 594,824 

Smith,  W.  Huntington.  Mentioned 290, 312, 354, 362, 370, 371, 812 

Smith,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Hazen,  William  B 50,54,58,59 

Morton,  James  St.  Clair  .• 825 

Thomas,  George  H 49-51,53,54 

Turchin,  John  B 50-53,56,60,62 

Whitaker,  Walter  C 54 

Mentioned 40, 42, 43, 49, 51 , 52, 54, 56, 62, 64, 68-73, 76,  79, 88, 840, 843, 846 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  77 

Somerville,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  26,  1863.  See  Northern  Mississippi  and 
West  Ttnnessee.  Operations  in , Dec.  18-31,  1863.  Reports  of  Grier- 
son, p.  607 ; Forrest,  p.  620. 

Sorrel,  G.  Moxley.  Mentioned 465,  471, 472, 482, 489, 497, 499, 542 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  Longstreet. 

South  Carolina  Troops — Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries : Brooks ; 452. 

Infantry — Battalions:  3d,  451,  517,  518.  Regiments:  1st,  116,  223,  231-233, 

452  : 2d,  116,  451,  508,  509,  511, 513-515 ; 2d  Rifles,  223,  231-233,  452 ; 3d, 

116,  451,509-512,514;  4th,  116;  5th,  116,223,231-233,452,525;  6th,  116, 
223,231-233,391,452;  7th,  116,  451,  512, 513 ; 8th,  451, 514, 515 ; 15th,  451, 
513-517 ; Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  116,  223,  231-233,  452,  524,  525. 
Miscellaneous  : Hampton  Legion,  115,  116,  128,223,  231-233,  452. 

Southwest,  Department  of.  See  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  Department 

of 

Sparta,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  20, 1863* 3 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Nov.  24, 26, 1863. 

Communications  from 

Campbell,  Archibald  P 574 

Elliott,  Washington  L 574 

Reports  of  James  P.  Brownlow 573,574 

See  also  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863.  Itinerary  of  Cav- 
alry Division,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  p.  436.  Also  Part  II. 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  27, 1863.  See  Monticello,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  27, 1863, 

Spaulding,  Benjamin  J.  Mentioned 814 

Spaulding,  Zeph.  S.  Mentioned 820 

Spearman,  Cornelius  F.  Mentioned 819 

Spears,  James  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Bond,  Emery  S 682 

Carr,  John 829 

Parke,  John  G 665 

Thomas,  George  H 827, 828, 833 

Mentioned 329-331,  417,  446,  686,  696,  807 

Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 445,447-451 

Spencer,  George  E.  Mentioned 37, 692, 705, 709, 710 

Spencer,  George  W.  Mentioned 803 


*No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Spicer,  Newell  W.  Report  of  scout  from  Boviua  Station  to  Baldwin’s  Ferry, 

Miss.,  Nov.  1, 1863 237 

Spooner,  Benjamin  J.  Mentioned 818 

Spooner,  Edmund  D.  Mentioned 806 

Spoor,  Nelson  T.  Mentioned 819 

Sprague,  John  W.  Mentioned 820 

Spraul,  Charles.  Mentioned 142, 144, 156, 171, 172, 180, 204 

Stafford,  Joab  A.  Mentioned 92 

Stanley,  Comfort  E.  Mentioned 7,312 

Stanley,  David  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Crook,  George 707, 715, 727 ,.770, 794 

Elliott,  Washington  L 444 

McCook,  Edward  M 717,740 

Mizner,  Henry  R 727, 728, 753, 7.54 

Slocum,  Henry  W 726 

Thomas,  George  H 728,753 

Itinerary  of  Cavalry  command,  Army  of  the  Cumberland 436 

Mentioned 436,728,801,809 

Stanley,  Timothy  R. 

Mentioned 40, 42, 68, 78, 84, 806, 847 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863  79 

Stanton,  Edwin  M. 

Correspondence  with  P.  H.  Watson 

Mentioned 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department 

Starling,  Edmund  A.  Mentioned 

Stary,  M.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut 

Mentioned 

Starring,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned 

Stearman,  William  H.  Mentioned 

Steedman,  James  B.  Mentioned. 684 

Steele, . Mentioned 776 

Steele,  Frederick.  Mentioned 243,674,689,714,719,735,787,788 

Steele,  S.  W.  Mentioned 544 

Steinhausen,  Albert  von.  Mentioned 805 

Steinwehr,  Adolph  von. 

Mentioned 74, 

94, 96-99,  103, 105, 106, 145,  147-149, 152, 162,  163, 176, 208,  801, 804,  842 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863  101 

Stephens,  Jacob  S.  Mentioned 665 

Stephenson,  Joseph.  Mentioned 79, 80, 136, 137 

Sterl,  Oscar  W.  Mentioned 815 

Stevens,  Alonzo  P.  Mentioned 290 

Stevenson,  Carter  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 7 

Dibrell,  George  G 8 

Morrison,  J.  J 8 

Mentioned 5, 7, 13, 254, 260, 456, 701, 778 

Report  of  action  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn.,  Oct.  20, 1863  8 

Stevenson,  George  W.  Mentioned 367 


684 

. 264, 283, 668, 728, 827 
U.S. 

814 

610 

608,609,617 

822 

312 
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Stevenson,  JohnD. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut 583 

Mentioned 242, 243, 746, 751 

Reports  of  , 

Camp  Davies,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  22, 1863  573 

Corinth,  Miss.  Skirmish  near,  Dec.  23, 1863 623 

Stevenson,  Ala.,  Telegraph  Operator  at.  Correspondence  with  Henry  W. 

Slocum 741 

Stewart,  Alexander  P.  Mentioned 220,222 

Stewart,  James.  Mentioned 240,241 

Stewart,  William  S.  Mentioned 815 

Stibbs,  John  H.  Mentioned 819 

Stickleyville,  Va.  Skirmish  near.  See  PowelVs  River.  Skirmish  at,  near 
Stickleyville,  Va.,  Dec.  13,  1863. 

Stiles,  William  H.  Mentioned 587 

Stinson,  H.  M.  > 

Mentioned 158, 170, 181, 186, 187, 202, 203, 206 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 157-160 

Stock  Creek,  Tenii.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  15. 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Cam- 
paign, Nov.  A-Dec.  23,  1863.  Report  of  Wheeler,  p.  540. 

Stockton,  Joseph.  Mentioned 822 

Stokes,  William  B.  Mentioned 809 

Stolbrand,  Charles  J.  Mentioned 824 

Stone,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 109 

Stone,  George  A. 

Mentioned 818 

Report  of  operations  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Oct.  20-29, 1863.  -24 

Stone,  George  H.  Mentioned 821 

Stone,  George  P.  Mentioned 683 

Stone’s  Mill,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  19, 1863  * 256 

Stork,  William  L.  Mentioned 123 

Stout,  Alexander  M.  Mentioned 804 

Stovall,  J.  T.  Mentioned 495, 523 

Stovall,  Marcellus  A.  Mentioned 222 

Stover,  William  D.  Mentioned 639 

Street,  Solomon  G.  Mentioned 570 

Strength  of  Troops.  See  Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Strickland,  E.  W.  Mentioned 505 

Strickland,  R.  G.  Mentioned 495 

Strickland,  Silas  A. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  H.  Hobson 683, 711, 750, 792 

Mentioned 706 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Elliott,  Washington  L 629, 630 

Parke,  John  G 647 

Mentioned 283,  285, 287, 327-329, 331, 416, 

437, 438, 444, 625, 627, 629, 631-633, 635, 637, 646, 648, 651-654, 658, 659, 665 

Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  416-420 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  29,  1863 646-648, 650 

- Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28, 1863.626-630 
Sturm,  Paul.  Mentioned 638 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Subsistence  Stores.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Sudsburg,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned 777,805 

Sullivan,  John.  Mentioned 824 

Sullivant,  Lyne  S.  Mentioned 807 

Sulphur  Springs,’ Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  21, 1863* 1 

Suman,  Isaac  C.  B.  Mentioned., 802 

Summers,  . Mentioned 407 

Sumner,  S.  Mentioned 270 

Sutermeister,  Arnold.  Mentioned 808 

Sutherland,  Bliss.  Mentioned 821 

Swallow,  George  R.  Mentioned 8'’8 

Swanwick,  Francis.  Mentioned 803 

Swayne,  Wager.  Mentioned 820 

Sweeny,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 761 

Hillier,  David 783 

Kendrick,  Frank  A 691 

McCrillis,  La  Fayette 690 

Mentioned 691, 760, 761 

Sweet  Water,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at,  Oct.  23,  1863  * I 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  Oct.  26-27,  1863*  2 

Swift,  F.  W.  Mentioned 367-369 

Swinscoe,  George  E.  Mentioned • 354 

Swords,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Rucker 791 

Tafel,  Gustavus.  Mentioned 810 

Taggart,  Wesford.  Mentioned 803 

Talbott,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned 109 

Talbott’s  Station,  Tenn.  Skirmishes  at. 


Dec,  27, 1863.  See  Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  27, 


1863.  Reports  of 

Elliott,  Washington  L.  McCook,  Edward  M.  Sturgis,  Samuel  I). 

La  Grange,  Oscar  H. 

Dec.  29,  1863* *. 4 

Talcott, . Mentioned 314 

Tallerday,  David  S.  Mentioned 35, 824 

Tallulah  Court-House,  Miss.  Expedition  from  Skipwith’s  Landing  to,  Nov. 

10-13,1863.  Report  of  Embury  D.  Osband 566 

Tannrath,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 821 

Taylor, . Mentioned 603 

Taylor,  A.  F.  Mentioned 732 

Taylor,  C.  H. 

Mentioned 235 

Report  of  skirmish  in  Cherokee  County,  N.  C.,  Oct.  27^  1863-. 235 

Taylor,  E.  Mentioned 465 

Taylor,  Jacob  E.  Mentioned 802 

Taylor,  Marsh  B.  Mentioned 807 

Taylor,  Osmond  B.  Mentioned 452 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned 595,596,699,704,782 

Taylor,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned 820 

Tench,  John  W.  Mentioned 14 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 


Army  Headquarters 774 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 681, 702, 756 

Granger,  Kobert  S 754 

Grant,  U.  S ' 670,767,770 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A * 673,674 

Thomas,  George  H 670 


Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 


Burnside,  Ambrose  E 

Coburn,  John 

Grant,  U.  S 

Hooker,  Joseph 

Knipe,  Joseph  F 

Morgan,  James  D 

Potter,  Robert  B 

Ruger,  Thomas  H 

Slocum,  Henry  W 

Smith,  Robert  F 

Spears,  James  G 

Sweeny,  Thomas  W 

Thomas,  George  H 

Utley,  William  L 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 

Operations  in,  Sept.  9-Dec.  24, 1863. 

Army  Headquarters 

Bond,  Emery  S 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 

Crook,  George 

Dodge,  Grenville  M 

Foster,  John  G 

Galbraith,  Robert 

Garrard,  Israel 

Geary,  John  W 

Gilbert,  Henry  C 

Grant,  U.S 

Hooker,  Joseph 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 

Johnson,  Andrew 

McCook,  Daniel 

Milward,  Hubbard  K 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 

Mizner,  Henry  R 

Morgan,  James  D 

, Palmer,  William  J 

Potter,  Robert  B 

Rosecrans,  William  S 

Shackelford,  James  M 

Slocum,  Henry  W 

Smith,  Andrew  J 

Smith,  Robert  F 

Spears,  James  G 

Stanley,  David  S 


757 

834 

796 

694 

838 

846 

758 

754 

695,834,837,841 

686,696 

833 

738 

716,717,744 

725 

672, 742, 743, 833, 837, 838 

Communications  from 

666,667,708,712,718 

682 

718,729,778,796 

261 

707,836 

839 

285 

726 

796 

784 

847 

712,739,745 

728,785,793 

720 

728 

847 

830 

715,716 

685,753,836 

843 

831 

796 

261,262 

730,745,759,771 

727 

723 

795 

828 

715,717,726 
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Tennessee— Continued. 

Operations  in,  Sept.  9-Dec.  24,  1863.  Communications  from 

Sweeny,  Thomas  W 783 

Thomas,  George  H 700, 827 

Utley,  William  L 743, 744 

War  Department,  U.  S 6(56 

Whitaker,  Walter  C 826, 827, 839, 845 

White,  Julius 682,779 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 771 

For  principal  events,  see  Summary,  pp.  1-4. 

Tennessee,  Army  of.  (Confederate. ) 

Bragg,  Braxton,  relieved  from  command  of 3 

Breckinridge,  John  C. 

Assigned  to  command  of  2d  Army  Corps  of 2 

Relieved  from  command  of  2d  Army  Corps  of 4 

Hardee,  William  J. 

Assigned  to  command  of 3 

Assigned  to  duty  with 1 

Hill,  Daniel  H.,  relieved  from  command  of  2d  Army  Corps 2 

Hindman,  Thomas  C.,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Army  Corps  ..r 4 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of 4 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1863:  Nov.  28  (McLaws),  486,487. 


Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  193,  8;  Nov.  12  (Longstreet),  540. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  Nos.  284,  290,  467;  No.  7 {Breckinridge), 
220;  No.  ±0  {Breckinridge),  222;  No.  27  {Longstreet),  497;  No. 


33  {Longstreet),  467. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Oct.  — , 1863 223 

Nov.  30, 1863  451-454 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  (Union.) 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr. 

Assumes  command  of  15th  Army  Corps 2 

Relieved  from  command  of  15th  Army  Corps 3 

Logan,  John  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  15th  Army  Corps 3,  7'9 


Orders,  General,  series  1863 : No.  1,  712  ; No.  2,  730 ; No.  4,  767;  No.  148 
{Hurlbut),  766;  No.  173  {Hurlbut),  577. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  1,  730,732;  No.  2,  742;  No.  3,  765;  No. 
5,792;  No.  6, 800;  No.  198,679;  No.  264  {Hurlbut),  7^0. 


Re-enforcements  for.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 791 

Rucker,  D.  H 791 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Assigned  to  command  of 759 

Assumes  command  of 1,712 

Union  Troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Oct.  31, 1863 817-824 

Tennessee,  East.  See  East  Tennessee. 

Tennessee,  Military  Governor  of.  See  Andrew  Johnson. 


Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  including  skirmish  (27th)  at  Brown’s 
Ferry  and  engagements  (28th  and  29th)  at  Wauhatchie,  Tenn., 

Oct.  26-29.  1863. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Confederate  Troops 233 

Union  Troops 43, 74-76, 79, 120 
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Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  tlie,  including  skirmish,  etc. — Continued. 
Communications  from 

Court  of  Inquiry 214 

Cruft,  Charles - 845,849-851 

Dana,  Charles  A 57, 842 

De  Motte,  Luther  M 59 

Fitch,  J ulian  R 58 

Foraker,  Burch 59 

Geary,  John  W 48, 56, 59, 63, 65, 67 

Grant,  U.  S - 56,60 

Hazen,  William  B 50, 54, 58, 59, 61 

Hecker,  Frederick 180, 201 

Hodges,  Henry  C 67 

Hooker,  Joseph 44-46,48,51,52,55.57,58,60-65,179 

Howard,  Oliver  O 45,48 

Longstreet,  James 220-222 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 774 

Merrill,  Jesse 50,58,59 

Morton,  James  St.  Clair 848 

Putnam,  Joseph  R 57 

Schurz,  Carl 182, 184, 213 

Sheridan,  W.  E 66 

Smith,  William  F 49-52, 54, 56, 60, 62 

Thayer,  S.  A 53 

Thomas,  George  H 43, 45, 47, 49, 51-53, 57, 63, 64, 66, 96, 840, 843, 851, 852 

Turchin,  John  B 50, 53 

Whitaker,  Walter  C 47, 48, 52-54, 58, 60-62, 65 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Hooker,  Joseph 96 

Thomas,  George  H 68 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Proceedings  of.  See  Court  of  Inquiry. 

Itineraries  of 

Buschbeck,  Adolphus  (1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps) 102 

Cruft,  Charles  (1st  Division,  4th  Army  Corps) 81 

Ireland,  David  (3d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  12th  Army  Corps) 129 

Krzyzanowski,  Wladiniir  (2d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps).  Ill 

Smith,  Orland  (2d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps) 102 

Turchin,  John  B.  (1st  Brigade,  3d  Division,  14th  Army  Corps) 137 

Tyndale,  Hector  (1st  Brigade,  3d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps) Ill 

Reports  of 

Birch,  William 91 

Bratton  ,John 231 

Brinton,  Daniel  G 99 

Cobham,  George  A.,jr 121 

Dana,  Charles  A 68-74 

Eldredge,  Milo  B 131 

Foy,  James  C 86 

Geary,  John  W 112,119 

Gimber,  Frederick  L 125 

Greene,  George  S 126 

Hammerstein,  Herbert  von 130 

Hazen,  William  B 82 

Hooker,  Joseph 92 

Howard,  Oliver  O 96, 97 
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Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  including  skirmish,  etc. — Continued. 

Reports  of  • 

Hurst,  Samuel  H 107 

Ireland,  David 127 

Langdon,  Bassett 87 

Law,  Evander  Mclver 224 

Longstrect,  James 21G 

Randall,  Charles  B 132 

Reynolds,  John  A 134 

Rickards,  William,  jr 122 

Rider,  Godfrey,  jr 103 

Robertson,  Jerome  B 234 

Schurz,  Carl 110 

Sheffield,  James  L 228 

Smith,  William  F 77 

, Stanley,  Timothy  R 79 

Steiuwehr,  Adolph  von 101 

Thomas,  George  H 40-42 

Turchin,  John  B 136 

Walker,  Thomas  M ’ 125 

Wiley,  Aquila 90 

Wood,  James,  jr 104 

Sketches 83,212,232 

Tennessee  River,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at  Blythe’s  Ferry,  on  the,  Nov.  13, 1863* * * § ..  2 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— 5affer/es : Huggins’, t 453;  McClung’s,  4.54;  Rhett, 

454  ; White’s,  453, 546. 

Cavalry — Battalions  : Shaw’s,  539.  Regiments  : Ashby’s,  37, 38 ; Biffle’s, 

453;  Carter’s,  454,538,539,562,564,565;  Cox’s,  453;  Dibrell’s,  453 ; 
Duckworth’s, t 244,248, 251 ; McKenzie’s,  8;  Neely’s,  253;  Richard- 
son’s, 33, 244, 253 ; Baxter  Smith’s,  453. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st,  602.  Regiments:  17th,  4.52;  23d,  25th,  452; 

38th,  537  ; 44th,  63d,  452. 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments : 1st  ( Colored),  820 ; 2d  ( Colored),  820. 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  1st  (i>a^<eries).  A,  88,  808 ; B,  .396,815. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Bryson’s  {National  Guard),  2So.  Regiments:  1st, 
436,573,575,635,637,638,649,651,  654,656,657,  809,847;  2d,  809;  3d,  745, 

754,  809  ; 4th,  725, 744  ; 5th,  75, 92, 97,  809 ; 6th,  582,  607, 720,  738, 747,  750, 

822;  7th, § 246,720,747,  820,822;  8th,  292,  815;  11th,  55.5. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  446,  447,  633,  64S,  651,  6.52,  659,  660,  815;  1st, 
{Colored),  821  ; 2d,  288,  292,  551-554,  559,  564,  565,  682,  815  ; 2d  {Colored), 

577,  578,  583-585,  821 ; 3d,  807  ; 5th,  807,  828 ; 6th,  807  ; 8th,  292, 394,  687, 
815,816;  10th,  810. 

Tennessee,  West.  West  Tennessee. 

Tenney,  O.S.  Mentioned 4.53 

Terrell,  L.  R.  Mentioned 224, 230 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry— ; 7th,  566 ; 8th,  453,  541, 549 ; 11th,  4.53,  541. 

Infantry— /?e5r//ne/7fs  ; 1st,  223,  228,  234,  4,52 ; 4th,  223,  230,  234,  452  ; 5th, 

223, 228, 234, 452. 

*No  circumstantial  reports  on  file, 

t Formerly  Freeman’s, 

t Formerly  Jackson’s. 

§ Also  called  2d  West  Tennessee  Cavalry. 
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Thayer,  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  William  Leonard 53 

Thayer,  W.  A*.  Correspondence  with  W.  Scott  Belden 612 

Thielemann,  Christian.  Mentioned 817 

Thomas,  De  Witt  C.  Mentioned 818 

Thomas,  George  H. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland..  669 
Congratulatory  Orders.  Reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26- 

29, 1863  68 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 670, 700, 842 

Atkins,  Smith  D 829 

Bridgeport,  Ala.,  Commanding  Officer  at 785 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 670,700,718 

Court  of  Inquiry.  Case  of  Carl  Schurz .* 214 

Crook,  George 569,695,707,775,786,795,839,842 

Cruft,  Charles 66, 785, 795, 840, 845, 849,  851 

Dana,  Charles  A 57, 842 

Granger,  Gordon , 49,842 

Granger,  Robert  S 685, 745, 754, 776 

Grant,  U.  S : 60. 669, 670, 741, 784,  825 

Hazen,  William  B 54, 58, 61 

Hodges,  Henry  C 67 

Hooker,  Joseph 43-48, 53, 55, 

.60, 61, 63, 64,  66, 96, 179, 213, 214, 671, 684, 694, 707, 715,  716, 728, 785, 826, 851 

Howard,  Oliver  O 48 

Innes,  William  P 755,828 

Johnson,  Andrew - 728,744 

Le  Due,  William  G 844, 849 

Long,  Eli 642 

McCook,  Daniel .• 840,847 

Merrill,  Jesse 50,58,59 

Mil  ward,  Hubbard  K 830 

Minty,  Robert  H.  G — 844 

Mitchell,  John  G 62 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 670,685,695,715-717,744,835 

Morgan,  James  D 830,843 

Morton,  James  St.  Clair — 775, 843, 848 

Palmer,  William  J 831 

Rogers,  James  C .* 768,777 

Rosecrans,  William  S 262 

Schurz,  Carl : 213 

Sheridan,  W.  E — 66 

Slocum,  Henry  W 741 

Smith,  Robert  F 686, 696, 769, 795 

Smith,  William  F 49-51,53,54 

Spears,  James  G 827,828,833 

Stanley,  David  S 728,753 

Utley,  William  L 725 

Wells,  B.P... 836 

Whitaker,  Walter  C 47-49, 51-54, 57, 58, 60-66, 794, 852 

Wood,  Bradford  R.,  jr - 67 

Wood,  Thomas  J - 832 

Mentioned 29, 54, 56, 61, 69, 71, 73, 77, 95, 96, 103, 198, 213, 215, 258, 


259, 262, 264, 266, 267, 281, 632, 666, 669,  684, 715,  718, 730, 738, 739, 745, 746, 
751, 752, 757, 768, 770,  775, 778,  779, 796, 801, 802,  825-827, 832, 844,  850, 851 
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Thomas,  George  H. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Calhoun,  Term.  Action  at,  and  skirmish  at  Charleston,  Dec.  28,  1861}.  641 

Centreville,  Term.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  29,  186;} 2':}6 

Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 40-42 

Thomas,  Henry  P.  Mentioned 270,  451,  465,  490,  497,  .620 

815 
669 
639 
440 
810 
752 
368 
664 
559 


Thomas,  Hubbard  T.  Mentioned  

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned ' 

Thomas,  Mason  J.  Mentioned 

Thomas,  William  H.  Mentioned 4:39 , 

Thomasson,  Theodore  S.  Mentioned 

Thompson, . Mentioned 

Thompson,  Charles.  Mentioned 

Thompson,  George  M.  Mentioned 663 

Thompson,  J.  B.  Mentioned 


Thompson,  R.  Mentioned 453,549 

Thomson,  Samuel  T.  Mentioned 821 

Thomson,  Thoma's.  Mentioned 223,231,452 

Thornburgh,  Russell.  Mentioned 418,638 


Throckmorton,  W.  S.  Mentioned 

Thurmond.  J.  G.  Mentioned 

Thurston,  W.  H.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Inspector- General,  see 
Stephen  A.  Rurlhut,  ‘ 

Tiemeyer,  John  H.  Mentioned 

Tifft,  Claudius.  Mentioned 

Tillson,  Davis.  Mentioned 

Tillson,  John.  Mentioned 769, 

Tindall,  Henry.  Mentioned 


387 

253 


823 

86 

279 

807 

817 


Tiptonville,  Tenn.  Expedition  from  Island  No.  10  to,  Nov.  21,  1863.  Report 

of  Rufus  S.  Benson 571 

Titus,  Herbert  B.  Mentioned 813 

Tobey,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned 813 

Tomlinson,  J ohn  A.  Mentioned 38 

Topping,  E.  Hibbard.  Mentioned 807 

Torrence,  William  M.  G.  Mentioned 17,  698,  699, 703, 709 

Torrey,  William  H.  Mentioned 630,  631,  639 

Tourtellotte,  John  E.  Mentioned 823 

Towers,  John  R.  Mentioned 452 

Tracy,  Andrew  W.  Mentioned 120 

Trade  and  Intencourse.  Communications  from 

McPherson,  James  B 772 

Phelps,  S.  Ledyard 798 

Porter,  David  D 780 

Sherman,  William  T 731,  735,  736 

Trafton,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  Hatch 799 

Mentioned 244-246,822 

Reports  of 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on  the,  Nov.  3-5,  1863.  246 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 

against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,  1863  585,  586 

Transportation,  Army.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Transportation.  (Railroad  and  water.)  Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 741 

Hooker,  Joseph 826 
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Transportation.  (Railroad  and  water) — Continued.  Communications  from 


Hurlbut,  Stephen  A 735 

Innes,  William  P 725, 726 

Sherman,  William  T 735 

Thomas,  George  H 744,  828 

Trapp,  Nicholas,  Mentioned 88 

Treadwell’s  Plantation,  Miss.  Skirmish*  at,  Oct.  20,  1863* 1 

Treanor,  John  L.  Mentioned 84, 90,  91,  803 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 735 

Trenton,  Ala.  Reconnaissance  from  Bridgeport  toward,  Oct.  20, 1863.  Report 

of  Edward  S.  Salomon 15 

. Trenton,  Ga.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  18,  1863* 2 

Trezevant,  J.  P.  Mentioned 539 

Trimble,  Edwin.  Mentioned 454, 564,  565 

Trimmier,  Theodore  G.  Mentioned  452, 534 

Tripp,  Stephen  S.  Mentioned 824 

Troy,  Daniel  S.  'Mentioned 452,535 

Truair,  George  G.  Mentioned 134 

Truckey,  Nelson.  Mentioned 360 

True,  Clinton  J.  Mentioned 601,813 

Trusler,  Gilbert.  Mentioned 802 

Tulley, . Mentioned 624 

Tupper,  Nathan  W.  Mentioned 818 

Turchin,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  William  F.  Smith 50-53,56,60,62 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division,  14th  Army  Corps.  Reopening  of  the 

Tennessee  River,  etc 137 

Mentioned 40, 42, 68, 73, 77, 78, 85, 88, 89, 137, 807 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 136 

Turner,  Charles.  Mentioned 821 

Turner,  James  R.  Mentioned 387 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.  Skirmishes  at,  Oct.  24-25,  1863* 1 

Tuttle,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  .Tames  B.  McPherson 722 

Mentioned 243, 577, 581, 585, 607, 608,  619, 621, 721, 759, 763, 788, 800, 817, 818 

Tyler,  C.  H.  Mentioned 453,454 

Tyler,  John.  Mentioned 367,368 

Tyndale,  Hector. 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division,  11th  Army  Corps.  Reopening  of 

the  Tennessee  River,  etc Ill 

Mentioned 64, 

67,  75,  94,  98,  110,  111,  141-144,  149,  151,155,156,163,164,166,167,172- 
174, 177, 180-186, 189, 191, 194, 196, 197, 202-205, 207-209, 211, 212,  433,  804 

Tyson,  W.  W.  Mentioned 354 

Underwood,  Adin  B.  Mentioned 95, 98, 101, 104, 109 


Union  City,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near.  See  Meriwether’s  Ferry,  near  Union  City, 

Tenn.  SJcirmish  at,  Nov.  19,  1863. 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863 288-293,361,424 

Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Operations  on,  Oct.  20-29, 1863 18 

Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec. 29, 1863 651,660 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Union  Troops— Continued. 

Casualties.  Returns  of. 

Mossy  Creek  and  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Operations  near,  Dec.  24-28, 18G3. 

Philadelphia,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Oct.  20,  1863  7 

Tennessee  River.  Reopening  of  the,  etc..  Oct.  26-29, 1863. ..  43, 74-76, 79, 120 
Mentioned. 

Colored. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments : 2d  {Batteries),  F,  820. 

Regulars. 

Artillery, Light — Regiments:  2d  {Batteries),  E,  289,  291,  295,  296, 
299,305,306,309,315,316,319,332,333,  336,  337,  340-342,  351,  3.53, 
356,363,366,812;  F,  820  ; 3A  {Batteries),  L and  M,*  295,  305,  31.5, 

332,  333,  336,  337,  340,  342,  356  ; 4th  {Batteries),  F,  754,  777,  806,  G, 

805 ; H,  802 ; I,  808 ; M,  802 ; 5th  {Batteries),  H,  806 ; K,  806. 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 3d,  17-21, 435 ; 4th,  567, 569, 809, 

Infantry — Regiments:  13th  {Battalions),  1st,  818;  15th  {Battal- 
ions), 1st,  806;  2d,  806;  16th  {Battalions),  1st,  806;  2d,  820; 

18th,  816;  18th  {Battalions),  1st,  2d,  806;  19th  {Battalions), 

1st,  806. 

Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  816,817  ; 5th  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 

817. 


For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 


Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Cumberland,  Army  of  the 684,801-810 

Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the 800 

Ohio,  Army  of  the 267,811-817 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the 817-824 

Utley,  William  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Slocum,  Henry  W 725,  743, 744, 770 

Thomas,  George  H 725 

Mentioned 808 

Van  Atter,  Aaron.  Mentioned 373 

Van  Buren,  J.  L.  Mentioned 279 

Vance,  R.  B.  Mentioned 454 

Vandegiiff,  J.  W.  Mentioned 496 

VanDyke,  R.  S.  Mentioned 539 

Vanosdol,  Robert  J.  Mentioned 804 

Van  Tassell,  Oscar.  Mentioned 2.56, 810 

Vantine,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 806 

VanVleck,  Carter.  Mentioned 256 

Van  Voorhis,  K.  S.  Mentioned 120, 130, 132 

Vaughn,  John  C.  Mentioned 9, 12, 


13, 235, 254, 330, 454, 462, 480, 532, 538, 544, 664, 665, 701 


Veale,  M.  Mentioned 117-119 

Veatch,.  James  C.  Mentioned 820 

Vermont  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Infantry — Regiments:  9th,  817. 

Vincent’s  Cross-Roads,  near  Bay  Springs,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  26, 1863. 
Reports  of 

Barnes,  John  W .37 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W 37 


See  also  report  of  Lee,  p.  29. 
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Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Ashland,  452;  Bedford,  452;  Davidson’s, 

454  ; Lowry’s,  454,  562, 564  ; Otey,  454  ; Parker’s,  452, 478, 480, 515, 534- 
537 ; Ringgold,  454  ; Taylor’s,  452, 478,  480, 534-536. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  27th,  453,  454,  559,  604;  34th,  36th,  37th,  454,  559. 
Regiments : 8th,  454,  559,  560,  562,  563,  565  ; 14th,  16th,  17th,  454 ; 21st, 

454,  559. 

Infantry — Battalions:  30th,  454.  Regiments:  15th,  29th,  30th,  45th, 

51st,  454 ; 64th,  404,  454,  565,  571,  592,  604. 

Volk,  Frederick.  Mentioned 135 

Volney,  Ky.  Skirmish  near,  Oct.  22,  1863.  Report  of  Cicero  Maxwell 31 

Voris,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned 808 

Waddell,  J.  D.  Mentioned 223,452 

Wagner,  George  D.  Mentioned 803 

Wainwright,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 246 

Walcutt,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 819 

Wales,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned 812 

Walker  [?],  General.  Mentioned 705 

Walker,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 806 

Walker,  David  N.  Mentioned 4.54 

Walker,  Joseph.  Mentioned 223,231,452 

Walker,  Thomas  M. 

Mentioned 116, 119-122, 805 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863  125 

. Walker,  W.  C.  Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 235 

Walker,  William  H.  T.  Mentioned 221,222 

Walker’s  Ford,  Clinch  River,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Dec.  2,  1863.  See  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 

1863.  Reports  of 

Capi  on,  Horace.  Graham,  Felix  W.  Willcox,  Orlando  B. 

See  also  Jacl'son  to  Willcox,  p.  395. 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  5, 1863.  See  Knoxville,  Term.,  Campaign  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 

1863.  Report  of  Willcox,  p.  399. 

Wallace,  Campbell  B.  Mentioned 539 

Wallace,  Martin  R.  M.  Mentioned 819 

Wallace,  William. 

Mentioned 495,511 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863  508 

Waller,  Emery  L.  Mentioned  387 

Waller,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 813 

Waller,  Wiley.  Mentioned 822 

Walling.  Daniel  P.  Mentioned 824 

Walsh,  Patrick.  Mentioned 240,241 

Walton,  Thomas.  Mentioned 465 

Walworth,  Nathan  H.  Mentioned 803 

Wangelin,  Hugo.  Mentioned •. 22,818 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 468, 469 

Andrews,  Garnett 470 

Davis,  Jefferson 469,556 

Longstreet,  James 219 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 666 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 687,826 

Dana,  Charles  A 693,694 
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War  Department,  U.  S. — Continued.  Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 825 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C - 774 

Ward,  John  H.  Mentioned 326, 412, 4 16, 815 

Ward,  William  M.  Mentioned 802 

Ward,  William  T.  Mentioned 810 

Waring,  George  E.,jr. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  J.  Smith 570 

Mentioned — 723,820 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Pillow ville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  15,  1863... .570 

Warmoth,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 22, 818 

Warm  Springs,  N.  C.  Skirmishes  at. 

Oct.  20, 1863.  Report  of  Orlando  B.  Willcox - 15 

Oct.  26, 1863" 1 

Warner,  Lewis  D.  Mentioned - 804 

Warner,  Philip  H.  Mentioned i 653 

Warner,  Wallace.  Mentioned - 120,126 

Warner,  Willard.  Mentioned 22,818 

Warren,  Go uverneur  K.  Mentioned 674 

Waters,  Louis  H.  Mentioned 802 

Watkins,  Louis  D. 

Mentioned 437, 438, 809 

Reports  of 

Scout  from  Rossville  to  La  Fayette,  Ga.,  Dec.  21-23, 1863 621 

Skirmish  at  La  Fayette,  Ga.,  Dec.  12, 1863  604 

Watson,  P.  H.  Correspondence  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton 684 

Watson,  Richard.  Mentioned 387 

Watterson,  W.  H. 

Mentioned 557,560 

Statement  of.  Action  near  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  6, 1863 561 

Watts,  R.  A.  Mentioned 368,369 

Wauhatchie,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  Oct.  28-29,  1863.  See  Tennessee  River. 
Reopening  of  the,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863. 

Wayland  Springs,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near.  &)ee  Florence,  Ala.  Scout  from  Pu- 
laski, Tenn.,  to,  and  skirmish  (I2th)  on  Shoal  Creek,  near  fVayland 
Springs,  Tenn.,  Dec.  11-17, 1863. 

Weatherford,  James  W.  Mentioned  683,706 

Weatherston  [?J, . Mentioned 734 

Weaver,  James  B.  Mentioned 821 

Webster,  Joseph  R.  Mentioned 806 

Weedman,  Zadock  C.  Mentioned  386,387 

Weems,  John  B.  Mentioned 451 

Weigel,  Eugene. 

Mentioned 173, 188, 195, 202, 206 

Testimony  of.  Schurz  Court  of  Inquiry 164-168, 173 

Welcome,  Steamer.  Mentioned 594 

Welker,  Frederick.  Mentioned 821 

Welles,  Gideon.  Mentioned 783 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department  U.  S.  • 

Welling,  George.  Mentioned 622 

Wells,  B.  P. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 836 

Mentioned 845 

Wells,  James  M.  Mentioned 120, 126 


No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Welman,  Wilford  H.  Mentioned 823 

Welsh,  John  B.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  Q.  Spears. 

Welsh,  Pinckney  J.  Mentioned 823 

Welton,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 806 

West,  Francis  H.  Mentioned 810 

West,  P.  C.  F.  Mentioned 78 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  William  F.  Smith. 

West  Tennessee.  Nathan  B.  Forrest  assigned  to  command  of 2 

West  Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  4th, 818. 

Wever,  Clark  R.  Mentioned 823 

Wharton,  Gabriel  C.  Mentioned 454 

Wharton,  John  A.  Mentioned 453 

Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 25,27 

Longstreet,  James 542,543 

Mentioned 6, 16, 


25,  26,48,  260,272,  277,284,302,  314,  .323,  381,  394,  397,405,  406,414,422, 
435,  436, 440,  442,  446,  447,  454,  456,  457, 459-462,  540, 544,  545, 593, 641-644, 
650, 671, 675-677, 682, 685-687, 689, 695, 698-700, 703,  705, 707-709, 71.5-717, 


726,  728,  743, 746,  753,  761, 764,  766,  768, 769,  775,  776,  786,  798, 833, 835, 836 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 540 

Wheeler,  Joseph  T.  Mentioned 813 

Wheeler,  William.  Mentioned 256,805 

Wheeler,  William  C.  Mentioned 802 

Wheeler,  William  W. 

Mentioned 380, 381,  .383, 385, 814- 

Report  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863  388 

Wheeler  and  Roddey’s  Raid  on  Rosecrans’  Communications,  Sept.  30- 

Oct.  17,  1863.  Communication  from  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut 708 

Whipple,  William  D.  Mentioned 142,201,205 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  H.  Thomas. 

Whitaker,  Richard  T.  Mentioned 84,92,803 

Whitaker,  Walter  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Granger,  Gordon 826, 827, 839, 845 

Hooker,  Joseph 61 

Smith,  William  F 54 

Thomas,  George  H 47-49,51-54^57,58,60-66,794,852 

Mentioned 49-51, 53, 57, 61, 63, 795, 802 

White,  B.  F.,  jr.  Mentioned 453 

White,  George  F.  Mentioned 814 

White,  Hamilton  B.  Mentioned 823 

White,  James  E.  Mentioned 810 

White,  John  M.  Mentioned 223,231,232 

White,  Julius. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 682, 688, 701, 757, 779 

Itiherary  of  2d  Division,  23d  Army  Corps 381 

Mentioned 13, 14, 259, 273, 274, 279, 281, 289, 

291, 332-334, 340,  350, 357, 362, 375, 381,  383-385, 387, 388, 390, 758, 811, 814 
Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn. , Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 376 

Philadelphia,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Oct.  20, 1863 5, 6 

White,  W.  W.  Mentioned  452 
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Whiteburg,  Elizabeth.  Mentioned 795, 796 

Whitesburgand  Decatur,  Ala.  Expedition  from  Maysville  to,  Nov.  14-17,  lbG3. 

Communication  from  George  H.  Thomas 569 

Report  of  J.  Morris  Young 567 

Whitfield,  John  W.  Mentioned 595,749 

Whitner,  W.  H.  Mentioned 530 

Whitsit,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 245, 246, 822 

Whittemore,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 810 

Widmer,  John  H.  Mentioned 806 

Wiedrich,  Michael.  Mentioned 805 

Wiggins,  J.  H.  Mentioned 453 

Wilbur,  R.  H.  Mentioned 117 

Wilcox,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  Hatch 690 

Mentioned 821 

Wilder,  John  T.  Mentioned 801,809,835 

Wiles,  Greenberry  F.  Mentioned 823 

Wiley,  Aquila. 

Mentioned 84, 85, 92, 803 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29,  1863 90 

Wiley,  Edmund  R.  Mentioned 584 

Wilkinson,  William  T.  Mentioned 596 

Willard,  J.  P.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  George  H.  Thomas, 

Willcox,  Orlando  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 412,771,796 

Graham,  Felix  W 396 

Harney,  Selby 555 

Jackson,  George  W 395 

Mentioned 272, 279, 283, 326, 328, 330, 331, 415, 424, 555,771, 779, 811, 816 

Reports  of 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23,  1863  394-402 

Mulberry  Gap,  Tenn.  Skirmish  at,  Nov.  19,  1863 570 

Warm  Springs,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  20,  1863. 15 

Williams, . Correspondence  with  Joseph  Hooker 715 

Williams,  Alpheus  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Coburn,  John 786 

Hooker,  Joseph 741-743,833,837 

Knipe,  Joseph  F 696,769,838 

Packer,  Warren  W 837 

Slocum,  Henry  W 672, 695,  726, 742, 753, 754,  777, 786, 834, 837, 841 

Mentioned 44, 49, 717, 724, 742, 801, 805, 837, 838 

Williams,  Isaac  P.  Mentioned 726 

Williams,  James  M.  Mentioned 818 

Williams,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Ransom,  jr 558 

Mentioned 454,558,560,561 

Williams,  Reuben.  Mentioned 819 

Williams,  Robert,  jr.  Mentioned 818 

Williams,  Rudolph.  Mentioned 325 

Williams,  S.  C.  Mentioned 531 

Williams,  T.  J.  Mentioned 86,  87 

Williams,  William  D.  Mentioned 803 
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Williamson,  Emanuel  M.  Mentioned 810 

Williamson,  James  A.  Mentioned » 17-19,  23,  24,  818 

Willich,  August.  Mentioned 803 

Willis,  L.  Mentioned ^ 105 

Williver,  William.  Mentioned 387 

Wilson,  A.  N.  Mentioned 839 

Wilson,  James  H. 

Mentioned 73, 260, 262, 271, 273, 775 

Reports  of  Knoxville,  Tenn,,  Campaign,  Nov.  4-Dec.  23, 1863 265, 430 

Wiltsie,  Wendell  D.  Mentioned 293,312,354,373 

Winchester,  Tenn. 

Scont  from.  See  Fayetteville,  Tenn.  Scout  from  Winchester  to,  Oct.  29-JSfov. 

2, 1863. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  22, 1863^ 3 

Window,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 831 

Windsor,  John.  Mentioned 355 

Winkler,  C.  M.  Mentioned 470 

Winkler,  F.  C.  Mentioned 140 

Winslow,  Edward  F.  Mentioned 749,819 

Winters,  Joshua  C.  Mentioned 802 

Winthrop,  S.  Mentioned 458,465,479 

Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  B,  814. 


Artillery,  Light— ^affer/es  ; 3d,  808  ; 5th,  807,  833  ; 6th,  823 ; 7th,  820  ; 

8th,  808 ; 10th,  686, 810  ; 12th,  823. 

Cavalry— /?e5-//we/7fs  .*  1st,  630, 631, 635, 651, 656, 809 ; 2d,  822, 823. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  806  ; 3d,  753,  805  ; 8th,  818  ; 10th,  806  ; 12th, 
824  ; 13th,  755,  810;  14th,  822  ; 15th,  803 ; 16th,  17th,  822  ; 18th,  823  ; 
21st,  806  ; 22d,  725,  744,  808,  834  ; 24th,  803  ; 26th,  75,  804 ; 31st,  725, 


744,810;  32d,  619,  820;  33d,  824. 

Wismer,  Henry  G.  Mentioned 387 

Witcher,  V.  A.  Mentioned 454, 559, 626 

Withers,  John.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Wofford,  William  T.  Mentioned 451, 

461, 465, 475, 481, 483, 484, 486, 487, 490, 497, 501, 504, 518, 533 

Wolfe,  Edward  H. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  J.  Smith 692 

Mentioned 821 

Report  of  scout  from  Fort  Pillow,  Tenn.,  Nov.  21-22, 1863 572 

Wolford,  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 682, 688 

Itinerary  of  Ist  Cavalry  Division 421 

Mentioned 5,6,11,13,14,273, 

292,  414,  418-420, 444, 541, 626, 627, 647, 648, 680, 682, 688,  703, 756, 778,  792 
Reports  of  action  at  Philadelphia,  Tenn.,  Oct.  20, 1863  6, 7 


Wolf  River  Bridge,  near  Moscow,  Tenn.  Action  at,  Dec.  3-4,  1863.  See 
Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  in  West  Tennessee.  Operations 


against,  Nov.  28-Dec.  10,  1863.  Reports  of 

Chalmers,  James  E,.  Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.  Trafton,  George  W. 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.  Kendrick,  Frank  A. 

Wolihin,  Andrew  M.  Mentioned 452 

Wood,  Andrew  M.  Mentioned 814 

Wood,  Bradford  R.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 67 

Wood,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 802^^ 

*No  circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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Wood,  E.  Mentioned 32 

Wood,  Edward  J.  Mentione'd 823 

Wood,  Edward  R.  Mentioned •. 131) 

Wood,  Gustavus  A.  Mentioned 803 

Wood,  James,  jr. 

Mentioned 138, 139, 145, 152, 158, 168, 172, 174, 178, 179, 256, 804 

Report  of  reopening  of  the  Tennessee  River,  etc.,  Oct.  26-29, 1863 104 

Wood,  John  W.  Mentioned 387 

Wood,  Peter  P.  Mentioned 818 

Wood,  Robert  C.,  jr.  Mentioned ,599 

Wood,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 832 

Mentioned 47, 328, 644, 801, 803 

Wood,  William  F.  Mentioned 824 

Woodbury,  John  D.  Mentioned 806 

Woodmansee,  Hugh  M.  Mentioned 606 

Woods,  Charles  R. 

Mentioned 17, 19, 20, 24, 818 

Report  of  operations  on  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Oct.  20-29, 1863.  22 

Woodward,  S.  L.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Edward  Hatch. 

Woodyard,  Humphrey  M.  Mentioned 820 

Woolfolk,  Austin  C.  Mentioned 772 

Woolfolk,  Pichegru,  jr.  Mentioned 452 

Woolley,  John.  Mentioned 428 

Wortley,  C.  S.  Mentioned 372,373 

Wright,  Jesse  C.  Mentioned 496, 522 

Wright,  John.  Mentioned 387 

Wright,  Samuel.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  B.  Potter. 

Wright,  William  B.  Mentioned 812 

Wyche,  Major.  Mentioned.. 597 

Wylie,  John  D.  Mentioned 525,527 

Yager,  John.  Mentioned 807 

Yankeetown,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  30,  1863.  Report  of  James  P.  Brownlow 591 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  25,  1863* 3 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.  Skirmish  at,  Oct.  31,  1863* 2 

Yeatman,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 766 

Yeoman,  Samuel  N.  Mentioned 802 

Yoe,  George.  Mentioned 14 

York,  Billington  W.  Mentioned 452 

York,  Harrison  B.  Mentioned 808 

Yost,  Thobald  D.  Mentioned 824 

Young,  J.  Morris. 

Mentioned 569 

Report  of  expedition  from  Maysville  to  Whitesburg  and  Decatur,  Ala., 

Nov.  14-17, 1863  567 

Young,  Thomas  L. 

Mentioned 814 

Report  of  action  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  Dec.  29,1863 662 

Young,  Van  E.  Mentioned 824 

Zickerick,  William.  Mentioned 823 

Zoellner,  Frank.  Mentioned 293,312,354 

Zulich,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned 117,122,124 


circumstantial  reports  on  file. 
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